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REVIEW   OF  DR.   GROSS'S    PATHOLOGICAL    ANATOMY.* 

(Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  anxiety  of  the  Western  profession,  after  a  patient  waiting  of  three 
years,  has  at  length  been  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Gross's  com- 
prehensive work  on  morbid  anatomy.  We  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  ac- 
cused of  entertaining  any  unjust  sectional  prejudice,  when  we  express  a 
heartfelt  gratification  that  the  West  has  yielded,  for  the  American  profes- 
sion, the  best  product  of  the  whole  country;  the  first  and  only  extended 
and  systematic  treatise  on  an  indispensable  department  of  our  science  ;  and 
without  dismissing,  for  a  moment,  that  feeling  of  friendship  which  we 
have  always  cherished  for  our  brethren  of  the  East,  we  feel  disposed,  in 
the  spirit  of  honest  and  honorable  rivalry,  to  challenge  them  to  produce  a 
superior  work. 

The  publication  of  Prof.  Gross's  work  will  constitute,  we  doubt  not, 
a  new  era  in  the  medical  history  of  the  West,  and  (may  we  not  add?) 
an  important  period  in  the  history  of  American  medicine.  Every  en- 
lightened nation  has  its  medical  as  well  as  its  light  literature,  and  with  the 
advancement  of  our  science  particularly  the  name  of  some  distinguished 
personage  is  indissolubly  connected.  Who,  in  writing  the  medical  history 
of  Europe,  would  forget  the  name  of  Bichat?  Who,  in  writing  the 
medical  history  of  America,  could  omit  the  name  of  Rush  ?  And  can 
the  future  historian,  who  may  record  the  progress  of  knowledge  in  our 
backwoods,  forget  to  mention  the  author  of  the  Elements  of  Pathological 
Anatomy  ?  We  are  no  flatterer,  but  we  wish  to  obey  the  high  command, 
"  Render  unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's ;"  and  if  we  render  to 
our  author  merit  superior  to  any  other  American  writer  on  morbid  anato- 
my, it  is  simply  because  he  deserves  it.  And  here,  for  our  information, 
as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  justice  to  Dr.  Gross,  let  us,  in  a 
few  words,  trace  the  history  of  pathological  anatomy  in  our  country. 
When  we  view  it  as  a  branch  of  medical  education,  we  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  that  comparatively  little  attention  has  been  given  it.  Our 
medical  schools  have  not,  in  our  opinion,  paid  that  attention  to  the  subject 
which  its  high  importance  demands,  nor  have  physicians  bestowed  upon 
it  one  fourth  the  reflection  which  they  so  cheerfully  give  to  the  views  of 
some  writers  on  the  "  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine."     We  object 

*  Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy,  illustrated  by   numerous  engravings.     By  Samuel  D.  Gross, 
M.D.,  late  Prolessor  of  General  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  Cincinnati  College.    2  vols.,  pp.  1028.    Boston  :  Marsh,  Capen,  Lyon  &  Webb.    1839. 
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to  the  almost  undivided  attention  paid  to  the  latter  branch  by  students  of 
medicine;  and  for  one  would  plead  the  pi'opriety  of  entire  reform  in  every 
medical  school  in  the  country  in  reference  to  this  chair.  We  would  have  the 
professorship,  as  it  now  exists,  takep  from  the  list,  and  the  principles  of 
pathology,  with  the  outlines  of  morbid  anatomy,  taught  in  its  stead.  But 
this  is  an  episode.  Let  us  inquire  what  attention  has  been  given  to  pa- 
thological anatomy  in  the  United  States.  1st,  as  an  elementary  branch 
of  medical  education ;  and,  2d,  as  a  subject  of  investigation  by  authors 
and  physicians  generally. 

The  history  of  our  medical  schools  presents  rather  a  sad  picture  in  rela- 
tion to  this  study ;  and  the  consummate  ignorance  of  a  majority  of  stu- 
dents in  uegard  to  this  branch  tells  too  plainly  what  attention  it  receives 
in  private  tutorship.  In  examining  the  history  of  the  oldest  school  in  the 
Union,  from  its  origin  in  1768  to  the  present  day,  we  have  looked  in  vain 
to  find  a  professorsliip  of  this  department.  Nor  are  we  acquainted  with  a 
single  school  in  the  United  States  which  at  this  time  has  a  chair  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  morbid  anatomy.  We  are  aware  that  in  a  number  of 
the  schools  the  "Institutes  of  Medicine"  are  taught;  but  as  these  will 
embrace  almost  anything  connected  with  the  science,  and  as  the  profes- 
sor of  the  Institutes  generally  devotes  the  greatest  portion  of  the  session  to 
physiology,  speculative  pathology  and  general  therapeutics,  we  cannot 
believe  with  a  great  many  that  he  may  be  virtually  regarded  the  professor 
of  morbid  anatomy.  Is  there  any  school  east  of  the  mountains  in  which 
pathological  anatomy  has  ever  been  taught  two  months  of  a  session  ?  Let 
us  be  more  definite  in  our  query.  Does  any  professor,  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, devote  half  a  session  to  the  demonstration  of  morbid  structures  ? 
We  leave  the  question  to  be  answered  by  those  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  eastern  schools  than  tlie  writer.  We  can  answer  for  the  West  very 
readily.  This  branch  of  medicine  was  never  taught  in  the  IMississippi 
Valley  until  the  opening  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Cincinnati  College 
in  the  fall  of  1835,  and  the  teacher  was  no  other  than  the  learned  author 
before  us.  At  that  period,  and  until  the  suspension  of  this  school,  patho- 
logical anatomy  was  taught  in  no  other  western  institution — no,  not  even 
in  Transylvania,  the  oldest  medical  school  west  of  the  mountains ;  and  if 
we  mistake  not,  the  only  western  school  which  has  now  this  professorship 
is  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute. 

According  to  the  statistics  of  Prof.  Beck,  there  are  at  this  time  twenty- 
five  medical  schools  in  the  United  States.  Now  let  it  be  inquired  in  how 
many  out  of  this  number  is  the  science  of  pathological  anatomy  regularly 
and  systematically  taught?  Pathology,  in  all  its  phases,  is  doubtless 
taught  in  all ;  but  between  this  and  the  branch  we  are  considering,  there 
is  a  wide  ditfcrence.  The  one  opens  a  field  for  "  fancy's  wanderings" — 
the  other  limits  the  mind  to  diet ;  the  one  allbrds  privileges  for  the  inven- 
tion and  projjagation  of  subtle  hypotheses — the  other  restricts  its  votaries 
to  honest  and  faithful  observation.  We  have  to  regret,  then,  that  as  a 
branch  of  elementary  medical  education,  morbid  anatomy  has  been  un- 
pardonably  neglected  in  our  country ;  at  the  same  time  we  feel  rejoiced 
that  the  VVest  is  setting  the  East  an   example,  and  we  hope  that  the  time 


Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy.  "7 

is  not  far  distant  when  each  and  every  school  in  tiie  Union  will  not  be 
without  so  important  a  professorship. 

When  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  second  part  of  our  inquiry,  and 
ask  how  has  this  science  been  cultivated  "by  authors  and  physicians 
generally"  in  our  country,  we  are  at  once  willing'  to  yit'ld  all  claims  to 
superiority  to  our  brethren  in  the  East.  Boston  and  "Philadelphia  have 
pathologists  and  pathological  anatomists  who  would  do  honor  to  the  fa- 
culty of  Paris,  and  the  recent  organization  of  pathological  societies  in 
those  cities  foretells  a  new  era  in  our  medical  literature.  The  published 
writings  of  Jackson,  Gerhard,  Morton  and  Horner,  are  all  highly  credita- 
ble ;  but  we  believe,  when  they  are  all  put  together,  they  will  not  out- 
weigh in  quantity,  or  excel  in  quality,  the  work  which  we  now  propose 
reviewing. 

This  work  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  embraces  the  "General 
Principles  of  Pathological  Anatomy;"  the  second,  "Special  Pathologi- 
cal Anatomy."  In  the  first  part  the  most  important  lesions  to  which  the 
body  is  subject  are  discussed  ;  in  the  second,  the  lesions  of  the  tissues  and 
of  the  several  organs  are  described  upon  the  basis  of  the  "  General  Prin- 
ciples." The  author  treats  of  the  following  subjects  in  his  first  part,  viz.: 
Inflammation,  effusion  of  serum,  hjmphization,  suppuration,  hemorrhage, 
softening,  gangrene,  ulceration,  granulation,  cicatrization,  induration, 
hypertrophy,  atrophy,  transformations,  hydatids,  serous  cysts,  and  the 
heterologous  formations,  embracing  tubercle,  melanosis,  scirrhus  and 
encephaloid. 

We  propose  analyzing  the  first  and  last  chapters,  and  briefly  noticing 
those  that  intervene. 

In  his  preface  the  author  has  the  following  language  in  reference  to  his 
sentiments  respecting  inflammation : 

"Some  apology  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
author  has  expressed  himself  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  inflammation. 
Disclaiming  to  be  the  follower  of  any  man,  or  school,  in  medicine,  the 
sentiments  he  has  avowed  are  the  results  of  his  conscientious  conviction, 
grounded  upon  personal  observation  and  reflection  ;  and,  as  such,  he  does 
not  hesitate  to  submit  them  to  the  scientific  scrutiny  of  his  professional 
brethren.  Those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  contemplating  disease, 
as  revealed  by  the  phenomena  of  the  hving  system,  and  by  die  knife  after 
dissolution,  wnll  agree  with  him,  at  least,  that,  if  disease  be  not,  like  life 
itself,  a  unit,  it  has  few  elements,  and  that  these  elements  are  so  modified 
by  internal  and  extrinsic  causes,  or,  in  other  and  more  appropriate 
terms,  by  texture,  age,  sex,  constitution,  climate,  season,  and  other 
circumstances,  as  to  produce  those  multiform  features  which  are  a  source 
of  so  much  difficulty  and  perplexity  to  the  nosological  physician." 

These  remarks  have  reference  to  the  doctrines  which  the  author  lays 
down  in  his  first  chapter.  They  may  be  summed  up  in  the  following 
propositions. 

1.  Disease  is  a  departure  from  a  sound  state,  consisting  either  in  tunc- 
tional  cr  organic  derangement. 

2.  The  proximate  cause  of  morbid  action  is  an  utter  mystery. 

3.  It  is  highly  probable  that  all  diseases,  strictly  speaking,  are  organic 
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— in  other  words,  the  physiological  state  of  a  part  cannot  well  be  altered 
without  a  change  in  its  anatomical  elements. 

4.  The  last  proposition  being  admitted,  we  may  assume  as  a  great 
pathological  truth,  liable  to  few  exceptions,  that  all  organic  diseases,  what- 
ever be  their  seat  or  extent,  are  the  result  of  inflammatory  action,  either 
of  an  acute  or  of  a  chronic  kind. 

5.  Every  inflammation,  irritation,  or  morbid  action,  is  originally  of  a 
local  nature. 

6.  The  more  liberally  an  organ  is  furnished  with  vessels  and  nerves, 
the  more  easily  will  it  be  disorganized. 

7.  Chronic  inflammation,  though  usually  arising  from  the  untoward 
progress  of  acute,  may  occur  as  a  primitive  lesion. 

8.  All  parts  of  the  body,  not  excepting  the  nails,  epidermis  and  hair, 
are  liable  to  inflammation. 

9.  There  is  no  ground,  in  true  pathology,  for  the  two  descriptions  of 
specific  inflammation  spoken  of  by  authors,  the  one  resulting  from  a  pe- 
culiar condition  of  the  constitution,  the  other  from  a  special  virus.  All 
morbid  action  is,  properly  speaking,  specific. 

10.  The  symptoms  usually  enumerated  as  marking  inflammation,  are, 
redness,  heat, pain,  and  swelling.  These  signs  are  not  constantly  present, 
and  they  are  liable  to  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  exciting  cause, 
and  the  character  of  the  part  affected.  There  is  likewise  in  inflammation 
a  perversion  of  the  vital  actions,  attended  with  an  altered  state  of  the 
nutritive,  secretory  and  absorbing  functions. 

"  To  affix  to  these  several  conditions  their  respective  value,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  allot  to  each  of  them  a  considerable  share  of  attention. 
Most  writers,  it  seems  to  me,  have  attached  too  much  importance  to  some 
of  them,  and  too  little  to  others;  whilst  they  have  entirely  overlooked  the 
fact  that  they  are  always  gready  modified  by  the  nature  of  the  tissue  in 
which  the  malady,  of  which  they  are  the  indices,  is  located.  If  we  re- 
gard the  four  phenomena,  redness,  heat,  pain,  and  swelling,  referred  to 
above,  as  being  essential  to  the  process,  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that 
there  can  be  but  few  inflammations  ;  and  we  shall  therefore  be  obliged,  in 
describing  diseases,  to  invoke  other  names,  such  as  irritation  and  fever ;  a 
blind  adherence  to  which  has  unfortunately  tended  too  much  to  retard  the 
progress  of  |)uthological  science.  Boerhaave  enumerated  one  hundred 
and  fifty  varieties  of  fever :  had  he  enumerated  a  thousand  more  he 
would  have  been  much  nearer  to  the  truth,  for  he  might  then  have  speci- 
fied nearly  every  form  of  inflammation,  whether  occurring  in  the  external 
parts  of  the  body,  or  in  the  interior  organs.  The  word  "  fever "  is  a 
conventional  one,  and  is  employed  to  designate  not  the  nature  or  seat  of  a 
disease,  hut  simply  the  phenomena  which  it  manifests.  So  also  with  the 
term  irritation.  Mr.  Travers  and  others  have  written  extensive  treatises 
on  this  subject;  but  have  they  pointed  out  anything  concerning  the 
essential  character  of  this  disease?  have  they  told  us  anything  of  the  pe- 
culiar condition  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems  which  accompanies  it? 
So  far  as  I  am  ac(iuainted  with  their  labors  they  have  not  done  this;  and 
yet  men  continue  to  talk  about  inilation,  with  its  numerous  varieties,  as  if 
they  had  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  its  nature,  seat,  causes  and  synip- 
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tonis.  A  course  such  as  this  cannot  but  have  a  most  dangerous  tendency 
in  practice  ;  for  what  one  physician  describes  as  a  fever,  another  will  con- 
sider simply  as  an  irrit:ition,  a  third  as  an  inHainmation,  and  in  this  way 
no  princi|)les  can  ever  be  introduced  as  standards  of  treatment.  The 
practice  of  medicine  must  continue  to  ebb  and  to  flow  with  every  tide  of 
professional  opinion. 

"  The  time,  however,  cannot  be  far  off,  when  the  term  fever  must  be 
entirely  discarded  from  our  books,  and  diseases  named  according  to  the 
tissues  which  they  implicate.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  can  it  be  expected 
that  the  laws  of  deranged  action  will  be  properly  interpreted,  or  lully 
comprehended.  All  diseases,  I  feel  confident,  will  ultimately  be  found  to 
have  a  local  origin  and  habitation  ;  and  if  this  should  ever  be  proved  to 
be  true,  the  whole  class  of  febrile  maladies,  with  its  hundred  varieties  and 
subdivisions,  will  cease  to  have  a  place  in  our  medical  treatises." 

1 1.  The  redness  of  an  inflamed  part  presents  various  shades,  from  the 
slightest  rose  to  the  deepest  purple. 

12.  There  is  really  a  preternatural  development  of  Aea?  in  certain  cases 
of  inflammation. 

13.  Pain  varies  in  degree  and  character  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
affected  part.  As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  stated  that  it  is  most  keenly 
felt  in  those  structures  which  are  most  liberally  endowed  with  vessels  and 
nerves.  The  proximate  cause  of  pain  is  to  be  attributed  to  an  unnatural 
influx  of  blood,  the  increased  size  of  the  capillaries,  the  quantity  of 
effused  fluid,  and  a  deranged  state  of  the  nervous  filaments. 

14.  Swelling  is  occasioned  partly  by  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels, 
but  chiefly  by  the  effusion  of  serosity,  lymph,  blood,  or  pus,  into  the  cel- 
lular tissue ;  and  it  varies  in  its  degree  according  to  the  laxity  and  vascu- 
larity of  the  part. 

"  From  the  hasty  survey  which  has  been  taken  of  these  symptoms, 
we  are  authorized  to  conclude  tlmt  thev  are  by  no  means  entitled  to  the 
stress  which  has  been  generallv  placed  upon  them  by  writers.  In  many 
instances  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  at  least  one  or  two  of  them,  and 
yet  the  part  is  absolutely  in  a  state  of  higher  inflammation.  How  often 
does  it  not  happen,  that  enteritis  is  high  up.  and  goes  on  to  destructive 
disorganization,  without  even  the  slightest  indication  of  its  presence  ?  In 
arachnitis,  the  only  symptom,  frequently,  is  merely  a  severe  cephalalgia, 
with  delirium  and  partial  paralysis.  The  patient  dies,  and,  on  examina- 
tion, the  membrane  is  found  to  retain  its  natural  thinness,  and  to  be  as 
free  from  injection  as  in  the  sound  state.  In  such  a  case,  should  there  be 
but  little  efiusion  of  serum  and  fibrin,  a  superficial  observer  might  conclude 
that  there  never  had  been  any  inflammation,  or  that  what  he  saw  was  the 
result  solely  of  irritation.  The  injurious  tendency  which  such  a  mode  of 
procedure  would  exert  on  the  practice  of  medicine  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire any  comment  in  this  place.  In  reasoning  on  this  subject,  the  phy- 
sician should  constantly  bear  in  mind  the  important  fact,  that  the  symp- 
toms which  have  been  enumerated  above,  although  they  are  frequently 
all  present,  are  not  necessarily  so,  and  that  the  absence  of  some  of  them 
is  not  a  sufficient  proof  that  there  does  not  exist  inflammation.  By  such 
course  alone  can  he  expect  to  escape  error." 
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15.  The  seat  of  inflammation  is  in  the  capillary  vessels  and  nervous 
filaments.  "  The  capillaries  are  those  minute  tubes  which  are  every- 
where interposed  between  the  arteries  and  the  veins."  *  *  *  * 
"  These  vessels  have  the  same  number  of  tunics  as  the  arteries  and  veins, 
and  they  are  nourished  and  animated  like  the  rest  of  the  vascular  system 
by  vessels  still  moi'e  minute,  and  by  nerves  so  excessively  delicate  as  to 
elude  even  the  most  powerful  microscope."         *         *         *         * 

"  The  joint  agency  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  inflammation,  has  been  happily  illustrated  by  the  researches  of 
Magendie,  Brodie  and  Philip.  The  first  of  these  distinguished  physiolo- 
gists ascertained  that,  when  the  ophthalmic  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
nerves  is  divided  in  the  cranial  cavity  of  a  rabbit  at  the  Varolian  bridge, 
inflammation  is  speedily  lighted  up  in  the  surface  of  the  eye,  which 
eventuates  in  opacity  of  the  upper  segment  of  the  cornea.  What  is  still 
more  remarkable  is,  that,  when  the  nerve  is  cut  on  the  petrous  portion  of 
the  temporal  bone,  so  as  to  involve  the  destruction  of  the  ganglion  of 
Gasser,  the  resulting  irritation  is  not  only  more  violent  in  degree,  but 
much  more  deeply  seated,  as  well  as  more  deplorable  in  its  effects,  the 
consequence  being  nothing  less  than  a  complete  disorganization  of  the 
organ." 

16.  Inflammation  is  a  gradual  process,  which  is  preceded  and  accom- 
panied by  certain  stages.  This  proposition  the  author  sustains  by  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  : 

"  The  very  first  step  in  the  process  of  inflammation  is  an  altered  sensi- 
bility of  the  part,  produced  by  some  hurtful  agent,  which  the  system 
makes  an  effort  to  dislodge.  To  effect  this,  the  local  impression  is  re- 
flected upon  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  and  through  this  again  upon  the 
heart,  which,  being  sympathetically  incited  to  increased  action,  more 
blood  flows  to  the  part  concerned  than  it  is  accustomed  to  receive,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  capillaries  are  percepftbly  dilated.  Those  who  main- 
tain that  the  capillaries  possess  an  inherent  contractility,  by  virtue  of 
which  they  aid  in  the  circulation,  will  probably  feel  disposed  to  deny  the 
agency  of  the  heart  in  bringing  about  this  preternatural  determination  of 
blood  ;  to  such  I  will  only  say,  that  if  they  will  carefully  study  the  sub- 
iect,  they  will  arrive  at  a  different  conclusion.  That  these  vessels  do 
contract  and  dilate,  no  one  will  dispute  ;  for  the  experiments  of  Hunter, 
Wilson  Philip,  Thompson,  Hastings,  and  other  writers,  have  fully  de- 
cided this  point ;  all  that  I  contend  for  is,  that  the  capillaries  have  no 
vermicular  movement,  and  therefore  they  are  incapable  of  carrying  on 
the  circulation  without  the  direct  influence  of  the  heart.  In  the  incep- 
tive stage  of  inflanimation,  this  sympathetic  action  of  the  heart  is  no 
doubt  so  slight  as  frequently  to  escape  the  attention  of  the  observer  ;  as 
the  disease  progresses,  it  assumes  a  more  distinct  character,  and  can  al- 
ways be  easily  recognized. 

"  The  phenomena  above  alluded  to,  namely,  the  preternatural  influx  of 
blood,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  capillaries,  can  be  easily  detected  by  ex- 
citing irritation  in  the  mesentery  of  a  rahliit,  the  tail  of  a  tadpole,  the  fin 
of  a  fish,  or  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot — parts  which  are  perfectly  transpa- 
rent, and  therefore  well  calculated   for  the  purpose.     On   viewing  these 
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stractiires  witli  a  microscope,  in  the  sound  state,  numerous  channels  will 
be  observed  filled  with  blood,  the  red  globules  of  which  roll  along  in  the 
most  regular  and  bcaiitiful  order.  If  they  be  now  irritated  with  spirits  of 
wine,  hot  water,  or  diluted  acid,  the  little  ri\ulets  just  referred  to  will  be 
found  to  become  dilated,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  blood  is  crowded 
into  them  by  the  heart,  which,  in  order  to  remove  the  local  difliculty,  is 
excited  into  sympathetic  action.  In  a  few  minutes  hundreds  of  vessels, 
which  were  previously  invisible,  will  be  seen  shooting  out  in  different  di- 
rections, and  connecting  themselves  with  the  sides  of  those  that  appeared 
in  the  first  instance.  These  are  not  new  channels,  but  old  ones  apper- 
taining to  the  second  class  of  capillaries,  which  are  rendered  evident  by 
the  intromission  of  red  particles,  which  are  either  excluded  in  the  healthy 
state,  or  pass  along  them  in  so  slow  and  gradual  a  manner  as  to  elude  the 
eye  of  the  beholder.  The  little  bodies  which  are  thus  introduced  do  not 
circulate,  at  first,  with  the  same  facility  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  body ; 
for,  as  the  dilatation  of  the  litde  rivulets  takes  place  by  degrees,  they 
have  to  force  their  way,  and  hence,  after  having  advanced  a  short  dis- 
tance, they  retreat  slightly  immediately  after  each  pulsation  of  the  heart, 
rebounding,  as  it  were,  upon  each  other.  In  this  manner  they  travel  on, 
surmounting  every  obstacle,  until  they  finally  reach  the  corresponding  ca- 
pillary veins,  into  which,  as  they  are  considerably  more  capacious,  they 
rush,  as  into  a  vortex.  Such  are  the  initial  stei>s  of  inflammation.  If 
the  process  be  now  checked  by  the  removal  of  the  exciting  cause,  the 
phenomena  referred  to  gradually  disappear,  and  the  part  recovers  its  na- 
tural tone  and  condition. 

"  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inflammation  be  allowed  to  proceed,  an- 
other series  of  changes  may  be  witnessed,  surpassing,  if  possible,  in  point 
of  interest,  those  w^e  have  just  described.  The  circulation  now  com- 
pletely ceases  ;  the  blood  assumes  a  dark  modena  color,  and  the  coats  of 
the  vessels  are  rendered  so  soft  as  to  be  liable  to  give  way  on  the 
slightest  force.  With  these  alterations  the  healthy  functions  of  the  part 
are  suspended  :  it  is  red,  hot,  painful  and  tumid  :  and  its  molecular  inter- 
vals are  filled  with  serosity  or  coagulating  lymph.  In  this  stage  of  the 
malady,  the  capillaries  contain  thick,  viscid,  partially-clotted  blood,  which 
adheres  with  great  tenacity  to  their  inner  surface,  and  opposes  an  effectual 
barrier  to  artificial  injection,  or  to  the  removal  of  the  fluid  by  pressure  or 
ablution.  In  violent  cases  the  blood  escapes  from  the  diseased  vessels, 
and,  forcing  its  way  along  the  cellular  tissue,  forms  new  channels,  through 
which  it  afterwards  continues  to  circulate." 

17.  Congestion  and  discoloration  before  death  may  take  place  from 
obstructions,  such  as  tumors,  the  obliteration  of  a  vessel ;  from  organic 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  fi-om  asphyxia. 

18.  Congestion  and  discoloration  after  death  may  take  place  from  the 
gravitation  of  the  blood,  the  transudation  of  this  fluid  or  of  some  of  its 
component  elements,  and  exposure  to  the  air. 

19.  In  the  early  stage  of  inflammation  the  vessels  seem  to  have  an 
augmented  action  ;  subsequently,  however,  when  the  disease  is  fully  es- 
tablished, the  capillaries  are  partially  paralyzed,  the  blood  ceases  to  circu- 
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late ;  the  function  of  nutrition,  of  secretion  and  absorption  is  interrupted, 
and  everything  indicates  the  diminished  power  of  the  part. 

20.  Acute  inflammation  has  the  following  terminations:  1 ,  resolution  ; 
2,  effusion  of  serum  ;  3,  deposition  of  lymph  ;  4,  suppuration  ;  5,  hemor- 
rhage ;  6,  softening  ;  7,  gangrene. 

21.  Chronic  inflammation  generally  terminates  in — 1,  ulceration  ;  2, 
granulation  ;  3,  cicatrization  ;  and  4,  induration. 

"  Philosophically  speaking,  some  of  these  states  are  merely  conditions, 
not  terminations  of  inflammation,  and  they  all  constitute  merely  so  many 
degrees  of  inflammation."*" 

[To  be  continued.] 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE   DIVISION  OF  THE   ORBITAL   MUSCLES. 

[The  following  experiments  were  made  by  E.  W.  Duffin,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 
London,  in  order  to  aid  in  deciding  on  the  best  mode  of  remedying  cer- 
tain unfavorable  symptoms  that  occur  after  the  performance  of  DiefFen- 
bach's  operation  for  the  cure  of  strabismus.  They  are  reported  in  the 
Lancet,  with  many  valuable  remarks  which  we  have  not  room  to  copy. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  in  animals  there  are  certain  additional  muscles 
and  appendages  to  the  eye,  which  modify  in  some  measure  the  move- 
ments of  those  which  they  possess  in  common  with  man.  Yet  most  of 
the  facts  elicited  by  these  experiments  are  of  sufficient  practical  utility  to 
the  operator  for  the  cure  of  strabismus,  to  merit  careful  consideration.] 

The  first  experiments  that  I  shall  relate  were  instituted  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  results  of  dividing  the  several  recti  muscles.  And  it  may 
be  presumed  that  they  afford  a  tolerable  criterion  of  the  results  we  might 
expect  to  occur,  were  the  corresponding  tendons  divided  in  the  human 
species ;  provided  the  muscles  were  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  eye 
not  in  any  way  affected  with  strabismus. 

Exp.  I.  Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus. — The  tendon  of  the  ad- 
ductor of  the  left  eye,  of  a  middle-sized,  half-bred  spaniel  dog,  was  care- 
fully separated  from  its  attachment  to  the  sclerotis.  The  pupil  was  in- 
stantly directed  permanently  towards  the  outer  angle  of  the  orbit,  and  to 
such  an  extent  that,  next  day,  fully  one-third  of  the  cornea  was  concealed 
from  view.  The  animal  appeared  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  disengao-ino- 
the  pupil  from  this  situation  ;  nor  did  he  acquire  the  power  of  doino^  so  in 
the  slightest  degree  afterwards. 

Exp.  II.  Division  of  the  External  Rectus  of  the  same  Eye. — In 
the  course  of  a  week  from  the  performance  of  the  above  operation,  the 
external  rectus  of  the  same  eye  was  divided,  but  without  producing  any 
sensible  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  eyeball ;  the  pupil  still  continued 
to  be  everted,  and  partially  concealed  in  the  temporal  angle  of  the  orbit. 

From  these  facts  we  may  conclude,  either  that  the  muscle  had  not  had 
time  to  form  a  reunion  with  the  sclerotic  coat,  or  that  the  eyeball  having 
been  so  long  unremittingly  turned  outwards,  the  reunion  was  established 


*  Strictly  HpeHkinK,  we  think  there  are  but  three  terminations  of  inflammation,  viz. :   1,  resolution. 
2,  ndlieHioM— i.,  by  rirnl  intention ;  ii.,  by  cicatrization.     3,  mortiflcatiou. 
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too  far  posterior  to  the  original  insertion  to  enable  the   muscle  to  invert 
the  ])upil  again. 

Exp.  111.  Division  of  the  External  Rectus  Muscle  alone. — The 
abductor  of  the  left  eye  of  another  doi^,  similar  in  size  to  the  last,  being 
carefully  divided,  the  pupil  was  permanently  turned  inwards  towards  the 
nasal  canthus  of  the  orbit,  Imt  not  quite  in  so  izreat  a  degree,  as  in  the  first 
experiment  it  was  turned  outwards.  Nor  did  the  animal,  in  this  instance, 
apparently  possess  any  power  to  dislodge  it  from  its  unnatural  situation. 
This  we  ascertained,  in  both  experiments,  by  holding  its  head  in  a  par- 
ticular position,  and  then  calling  the  attention  of  the  animal  to  the  oppo- 
site direction.  On  such  occasions  the  intact  eye  alone  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons of  the  will  ;  the  other  did  not  move  in  unison  with  it. 

Exp.  IV.  Division  of  the  Inferior  Rectus. — In  this  instance  the 
tendon  of  the  inferior  rectus  was  separated  with  great  care  ;  the  animal 
lost  completely  all  power  of  directing  the  pupil  downwards  when  that  of 
the  other  eye  was  depressed  ;  but  it  was  not  drawn  upwards,  as  was  ex- 
pected, by  the  action  of  the  superior  rectus.  Three  days  afterwards, 
however,  it  was  found  to  be  displaced  in  this  direction,  the  upper  third  of 
the  cornea  being  concealed  under  the  superior  palpebra,  which  situation  it 
continued  to  occupy. 

Exp.  V.  Division  of  the  Superior  Rectus. — The  superior  rectus  of 
the  left  eye  of  a  middle-sized  dog  was  separated  from  its  insertion  ;  the 
position  of  the  pupil  was  not  altered,  although  it  appeared  that  the  animal 
could  not  direct  the  eye  upwards. 

Exp.  VI.  Division  of  the  Inferior,  Internal,  and  Superior  Recti. 
— This  experiment,  as  will  be  immediately  shown,  was  performed  for  a 
special  purpose.  The  inferior  rectus  was  first  detached,  then  the  adduc- 
tor, and  finally  the  superior  muscle.  The  pupil  at  first  preserved  its  na- 
tural central  position,  but  in  the  course  of  two  days  afterwards  was  found 
to  be  directed  outwards,  and  very  slightly  upwards. 

My  object  in  performing  this  experiment  was  to  ascertain  whether, 
when  the  internal  rectus  has  been  divided  to  remedy  strabismus,  and  the 
pupil  is  drawn  upwards  under  the  superior  palpebra,  in  consequence  of 
the  deformity  having  arisen  from  paralysis  of  the  inferior  rectus,  any 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  dividing  the  superior  muscle.  From  the 
result  of  the  experiment,  and  the  experience  of  two  cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion which  I  have  met  with,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  operation  would  be 
useful  after  the  adductor  tendon  has  become  reunited  to  the  eyeball. 

Exp.  VII.  Division  of  all  the  Straight  Muscles. — In  this  experi- 
ment all  the  straight  muscles  were  detached  ;  the  pupil  remained  fixed  in 
the  visual  axis  of  the  orbit.  When  irritated,  the  eyeball  was  retracted, 
and  the  membrana  nictitans  was  suddenly  spread  over  the  forepart  of  the 
eye  at  the  same  moment,  so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  decide  what 
influence  the  oblique  muscles  exerted,  or  whether  they  produced  any 
special  movement  at  all.  It  was  clear,  however,  that  they  neither  drew 
the  eye  towards  the  outer  nor  the  inner  angle  of  the  orbit.  Hence  I  am 
disposed  to  imagine,  as  already  stated,  that  when  both  of  these  muscles 
contract  together,  they  tend  to  steady  the  eyeball  in  the  visual  axis  of  the 
orbit,  and  contribute  to  modify  the  focus  of  the  eye   by  compressing  the 
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sphere.     They  are,  in  such  case,  opponents,  though  in  a  slight  degree,  of 
the  external  rectus. 

Exp.  VIII.  Division  of  the  Superior  Oblique  and  Internal  Rectus 
Muscles. — The  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  performing  this  ope- 
ration satisfactorily,  in  consequence  of  the  retraction  of  the  eyeball,  and 
the  protrusion  of  the  membrana  nictitans.  A  sharp-pointed  bistoury  was 
introduced  at  a  right  angle  to  the  tendon,  and  about  midway  between  the 
trochlea  affixed  to  the  frontal  bone,  and  the  insertion  of  the  muscle  into 
the  schlerotis.  The  instrument  was  pushed  sufficiently  deep  into  the  or- 
bit, to  secure  the  cutting  of  the  tendon  on  its  being  withdrawn  with  the 
point  in  contact  with  the  roof  of  the  orbit.  There  could,  therefore,  be 
no  doubt  that  the  tendon  was  divided.  No  apparent  change  occurred  in 
the  position  of  the  pupil ;  nor  could  we  perceive  that  the  movements  of 
the  eyeball  were  in  any  way  modified,  or  destroyed,  by  the  operation. 

The  insertion  of  the  internal  rectus  of  the  same  eye  was  next  separated 
from  the  sclerotis,  and  instantly  the  eyeball  protruded  considerably,  and 
the  pupil,  dilated  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  was  drawn  diagonally 
outwards  and  upwards,  as  if  by  the  equal  co-operation  of  the  outer  fibres 
of  the  superior  rectus,  and  the  upper  fibres  of  the  external,  or  abducens, 
muscle.  The  eyeball  afterwards  retained  this  position,  and  when 
the  muscles  were  sympathetically  irritated  to  involuntary  contraction, 
by  gently  touching  the  cornea,  was  always  retracted  by  the  action  of 
the  retrahens.  On  such  occasions,  the  upper  and  outer  portion  of  the 
sphere  appeared  to  be  the  part  most  retracted  ;  the  lower  and  inner  por- 
tion being,  at  the  same  moment,  made  to  advance  obhquely,  and  project 
in  a  remarkable  manner. 

Exp.  IX.  Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus  and  Superior  Oblique 
Muscles. — In  the  ninth  experiment,  the  foregoing  operations  were  re- 
versed on  another  dog  :  the  section  of  the  internal  rectus  was  first  per- 
formed, then  that  of  the  superior  oblique  muscle.  The  results  were  simi- 
lar to  those  just  related.  The  eyeball  was  directed  outwards  and  upwards  ; 
its  anterior  inferior  surface  was  brought  into  view,  and  considerable  pro- 
trusion took  place,  accompanied  with  remarkable  dilatation  of  the  pupil. 
When  the  internal  rectus  alone  was  divided  in  this  experiment,  as  in  No. 
1,  the  pupil  was  turned  directly  outwards  ;  but,  when  the  superior  oblique 
was  cut  across,  its  direction  was  found  to  be  outwards  and  upwards.  This 
diagonal  direction  of  the  pupil,  then,  in  the  two  last  experiments,  although 
such  as  might  be  presumed  would  be  produced  by  the  equal  co-operation 
of  the  external  and  superior  recti  muscles,  I  am  inclined  to  attribute,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  the  uncounteracted  action  of  the  inferior  oblique,  since  it 
was  exactly  what  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  direction  of  the 
fibres  of  this  muscle,  and  did  not  become  diagonal  until  the  section  of 
the  superior  oblicjue  had  be(>n  performed.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  other 
result,  viz.,  great  projection  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  eyeball,  so  that 
the  anterior  part  of  its  under  surface  was  brought  into  view  on  slighdy 
depressing  the  lower  eyelid,  could  be  attributed  to  no  other  cause  than 
the  contraction  of  this  muscle  when  unopposed  by  the  trochlear. 

Exps.  X.  and  XI.  Division  of  the  Inferior  Oblique  and  Internal 
Rectus  Muscle. — These  experiments  were  conducted  in  a  similar  manner 
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to  the  two  last  related,  and  the  section  of  the  former  muscle,  the  inferior 
oblique,  was  accomplished  on  the  same  ))rinci])le  as  had  been  that  of  the 
superior  oblique  ;  the  bistoury  being  withdrawn  with  its  point  in  contact 
with  the  floor  of  the  orbit.  The  results  which  succeeded  were  very  simi- 
lar to  those  we  had  already  witnessed.  The  eyeball  protruded  as  soon 
as  the  adductor  was  cut  across,  but  not  before  ;  neither  did  it  project  in 
so  great  a  degree  as  in  the  former  experiments.  Tlie  pupil  was  directed 
outwards,  but  not  upwards  ;  and  in  this  situation  it  remained  immovably 
fixed. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  experiments  I  have  repeated  several  times,  and 
uniformly  with  the  same  results  ;  the  degree  in  which  they  manifest  them- 
selves, however,  being  various  in  different  animals. 


THE    LATE   T.    H.   THOMPSON,   MD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Not  having  seen  any  particular  notice  concerning  the  late  Dr.  T. 
H.  Thompson,  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  you  a  few  words  respecting 
him,  for  your  Journal. 

Dr.  Thompson  was  the  son  of  Dr.  A.  R.  Thompson,  of  Charlestown. 
He  was  educated  at  Harvard  University,  where  he  also  took  his  medical 
degree  in  1826  or  7.  He  was  then  settled  in  practice  in  Bucksport,  Me., 
where  he  remained  only  a  short  time.  He  was  there  very  highly  re- 
spected for  his  many  excellent  qualities,  both  moral  and  intellectual, 
was  in  high  repute  as  a  skilful  physician,  and  his  friends  parted  from 
him  with  great  regret.  Dr.  Thompson  then  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  this  city,  where  he  remained  about  eight  years.  His 
practice  here  was  never  much  extended  ;  and  about  two  years  ago  he 
removed  to  Apalachicola,  where  he  died  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer. 

The  memory  of  Dr.  Thompson  is  cherished  by  those  who  best  knew 
him.  Of  strong  and  cultivated  mind,  well  stored  with  useful  knowledge, 
of  excellent  judgment,  and  with  an  extraordinary  power  of  discriminat- 
ing the  true  from  the  false  in  the  character  of  others,  with  an  imagination 
remarkable  for  wit  and  playfulness,  his  society  was  much  sought  for  and 
valued  by  his  friends.  He  was  modest  and  unassuming,  it  may  have 
been  even  to  a  fault ;  and  it  was  this  trait  in  his  character  which  circum- 
scribed his  circle  of  practice,  and  not  any  deficiency  of  those  qualities  of 
head  or  heart,  or  of  the  necessary  medical  attainments,  which  are  indis- 
pensable in  a  good  physician.  Those  whom  he  attended  professionally  in 
this  city  were  strongly  attached  to  him  by  his  goodness  of  heart,  as  well 
as  by  his  valuable  services  to  them.  He  was  honest  in  the  taiest  and 
strongest  sense  of  that  word.  For  this  trait  he  was  peculiarly  distinguished  ; 
neither  by  word  or  action  would  he  ever  deceive  in  the  slightest  degree. 

At  Apalachicola  his  character  appears  to  have  been  well  appreciated, 
and  in  various  forms  there  have  come  to  us  the  strongest  testimonials  of  the 
very  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in  that  place.  His  death  is  la- 
mented as  a  loss  to  the  city.     And  here  there  will  be  long  cherished  the 
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recollection  of  his  kindness  of  disposition,  and  of  his  many  agreeable 
and  valuable  qualities. 

We  add  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the 
city  of  Apalachicola  : — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  this  city,  held  on  Thursday 
last,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed,  on 
motion  of  Lewis  Leland,  Esq. 

Whereas,  intelligence  having  been  received  of  the  unexpected  death 
of  our  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  Dr.  T.  H.  Thompson,  city  physician,  the 
Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city  of  Apalachicola  deem  it  a  tribute  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to  display  an  external  mark  of  respect. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  by  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city  of 
Apalachicola,  now  convened,  that  the  members  of  the  government  wear 
a  badge  of  black  crape  on  the  right  arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 

Be  it  also  Resolved,  that  his  Honor,  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  con- 
vey our  condolences  to  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  Thompson,  and  also  a 
copy  of  these  proceedings.        (Signed,)     Charles  Rodgers,  Mayor. 

Apalochicola,  Aug.  8th,  1840.  C.  R.  Boyle,  Clerk  pro  tern. 
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WORKS  OF    PORTAL.* 

We  know  of  no  man  so  determined  to  benefit  the  cause  of  surgery  by  a 
diffusion  of  a  knowledge  of  his  own  operations,  and  the  manner  in  which 
his  views  are  modified  by  success  or  failure,  as  Dr.  Placido  Portal.  These 
four  documents,  the  two  latter  of  which  are  in  his  own  hand  writing,  and 
therefore  doubly  valuable,  are  important  in  that  they  detail  the  primary 
symptoms  causing  the  operation,  the  mode  of  operating,  and  the  result. 

In  the  first  case  a  circumscribed  abscess  had  formed  in  the  liver,  limited 
by  adhesions,  which  was  opened  by  an  incision  about  two  inches  below, 
and  to  the  right  of,  the  ensiform  cartilage.  Through  the  opening  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  pus  containing  many  acephalous  hydatids  of  different 
sizes,  and  a  false  membrane  about  two  palins  in  leng-ih,  apparently  the 
linin<jf  membrane  of  the  abscess,  were  discharged.  "  The  quantity  of  pus 
discharged  in  the  course  of  20  minutes  was  estimated  at  40  pounds,  and 
the  number  of  hydatids  about  100."  The  result  was  successful.  A 
second  and  third  cases  are  also  recorded,  but  present  no  particular  interest 
differing  from  the  first. 

The  second  work  presents  nothing  diflferent  from  the  general  directions 
given  in  such  cases.  In  the  case  of  lin^ature  of  the  extenal  iliac,  the 
wound  took  on  a  gangrenous  appearance  tiie  third  day  from  the  operation, 
and  the  man  died. 

•  1.  Iiitomo  un  asceso  al  Fegato  iiiiarito  colla  Incisione. 

2.  Sloriu  <li  due  ca»i  d'  alliicciatiiiii  d'arlcrif,  una  alln  fomnrnle,  I'altra  al  I'iliaca  esterna. 

3.  Ucll'  otialinia  ii«  militari  Napuiilaiii  rcgli  aiiiii  1824  al  lb26. 

4.  Memoire  buI  I'ernie. 


Medical  Intelligence.  IT 

In  the  case  of  the  ophthahnics  great  stress  is  laid  upon  cleanliness,  not 
only  of  the  person,  but  also  of  the  bed-clothes,  habits,  &c.;  a  careful  sepa- 
ration of  the  affected  from  those  who  are  free ;  repealed  lotions  of  the 
eyes  with  warm  water,  containing  a  few  drops  of  vinegar  ;  upon  the  first 
indication  of  amelioration  to  remove  the  patients  into  separate  rooms; 
the  tioors  of  the  rooms  to  be  frequently  washed  with  vinegar  and  water, 
or  salt  water;  and  other  measures  of  hygiene.  More  stress  is  laid  upon 
these,  than  upon  any  therapeutical  indications  as  such. 

The  last  work,  upon  hernia,  contains  very  minute  anatomical  descrip- 
tions, followed  by  cases  of  great  practical  importance,  embracing  the  fol- 
lowing. Incarcerated  hernia  of  the  right  side,  strangulated  by  the  ring 
and  by  the  neck  of  the  hernial  sac  ;  two  cases  of  inguinal  hernia  of  the 
right  side,  strangulated  by  the  ring;  inguinal  hernia  of  the  left  side, 
strangulated  ;  inguinal  hernia  of  the  right  side,  stranpulated  by  an  in- 
volving coil  (of  intestine)  ;  inguinal  hernia  of  the  right  side,  strangulated 
by  the  ring,  with  gangrene  of  the  intestine,  cured  by  the  operation. 


Counsellors''  Meeting. — On  Wednesday  last,  as  by  law  required,  the 
Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Med.  Society  met  at  the  AlhenEeum,  in 
this  city,  for  the  despatch  of  ordinary  business.  About  ihirly  members 
were  present.  Nothing  of  particular  interest  to  the  profession  at  large 
occurred.  On  order  of  notice,  however,  was  served  on  the  Society,  by 
order  of  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Dr.  Huntington  and 
others  for  the  incorporation  of  a  medical  institution  at  Lowell,  which  the 
petitioners  pray  may  have  authority  for  conferring  medical  degrees.  The 
new  college  will  undoubtedly  obtain  a  charter — if  not  of  the  present  Legis- 
lature, of  a  subsequent  one.  It  is  of  no  use  to  offer  opposition  to  any 
scheme  which  proposes  to  benefit  mankind. 


Milk  Sickness. — Notwithstanding  the  extreme  terror  at  one  time  mani- 
fested on  account  of  the  alarming  mortality  of  the  milk  sickness,  so 
called,  at  the  West,  the  excitement  has  subsided,  and  the  public  are  as 
ignorant,  we  believe,  as  they  ever  were  of  the  cause  of  the  disease.  That 
it  was  a  malady  of  a  peculiar  character,  and  wholly  unlike  anything  ordi- 
narily brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  practitioners  of  the  Valley  of 
the  JVlississippi,  admits  of  no  question.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there 
should  he  iukewarmness  in  conducting  an  investigation  into  its  origin. 
Altbough  the  localities  where  its  violence  created  the  most  alarm  are 
now  said  to  be  free  from  it,  with  the  return  of  spring  the  milk  plague 
may  be  developed  again,  and  a  renewal  of  past  scenes  of  anxiety  and 
death  be  repeated.  The  botanists  should  not  leave  a  spear  of  vegetation 
unanalyzed,  nor  a  leaf  unexamined,  till  the  origin  of  the  distemper  is 
ascertained. 


E.vtraction  of  a  Needle  from  the  (Esophagus. — The  following  interest- 
ing account  is  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  and  is  presumed  to 
be  substantially  true.  The  ingenuity  of  the  surgeon  is  above  all  praise. 
— A  son  of  Mr.  Hugh  Carlin,  aged  12  years,  near  Hannahstown,  Butler 
county,  Penn.,  while  eating,  a  few  weeks  since,  swallowed  a  large  sew- 
ing needle,  which  lodged  in  the  oesophagus  or  throat,  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  upper  orifice  of  the  stomach.     The  Freeport  Columbian  states  that 
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Dr.  Caldwell  being  called  upon,  a  consultation  was  proposed,  and  Dr.  C. 
G.  Snowden,  of  Freeport,  was  sent  for.  A  thread  being  attached  to  the 
needle  of  about  fiv-e  inches  in  length,  was  thrown  into  the  mouth  in  the 
act  of  vomiting  ;  this  was  seized  upon  and  another  thread  tied  to  it,  when 
Dr.  Snowden  suggested  that  if  an  instrument  was  carried  down  to  the 
head  of  the  needle  and  the  head  thus  pushed  from  its  insertion,  it  could  be 
thrown  into  the  stomach,  in  which  it  would  have  room  to  turn  a  somerset 
and  then  be  withdrawn  whole. 

A  male  gum  elastic  catheter,  cut  at  the  extremity,  was  placed  over  the 
thread,  and  the  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Snowden  in  the  manner 
suggested,  and  in  a  few  seconds  the  needle  was  extracted,  to  the  great  joy 
and  astonishment  of  the  distressed  parents,  and  the  rest  that  were  present. 
The  boy  has  recovered. 


Edinburgh  Phrenological  Journal. — Mr.  Combe  has  kindly  forwarded 
to  our  address  the  first  No.  of  a  new  series  .of  this  periodical,  for  January 
1841 — filled  with  articles  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  phrenologist,  the  phy- 
sician, the  metaphysician,  and  the  general  philosopher.  There  are  several 
things  in  it  worth  re-printing  here,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  take  them 
on  some  future  occasion. 


New  York  University  Medical  School. — Here  is  a  case  for  the  conside- 
ration of  those  high  medical  functionaries  who  have  spoken  of  the  evil  of 
multiplying  schools  of  physic  and  surgery.  A  board  of  faculty  has  beea 
created  at  the  University  of  New  York,  and  things  look  like  going  on  with 
rail-road  speed.  Dr.  Mott  is  one  of  the  faculty.  Then  comes  Dr.  Patter- 
son, known  the  world  over  as  having  been  professor  everywhere.  Dr. 
Eevere,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Dr.  Paine,  author  of  the  Physiological  Commen- 
taries; Dr.  Bedford,  ice,  are  likewise  already  announced.  This  will 
weaken  the  powers  of  the  Crosby-street  people.  Things  are  assuming  a 
multiplying  aspect  in  Massachusetts  as  well  as  in  New  York  city.  This 
little  State  has  only  two  medical  schools  at  present,  with  about  as  many 
students  as  could  be  stowed  away  in  the  pew  of  a  country  church,  but 
there  is  a  good  prospect  of  another  being  in  readiness  the  coming  year. 


Medical  College  of  Albany. — A  petition  for  aid  is  before  the  Legislature 
of  New  York.  The  committee  has  reported  in  favor  of  doing  something 
— handsomely,  we  hope,  for  it  is  an  enterprising  institution.  There  are 
now  123  students — and  yet  it  is  only  the  third  lecture  term  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  school. 


Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Larynx  or  Trachea. — A  writer  in  the  London 
Lancet  recommends  the  following  method  of  treatment  in  cases  of  chok- 
ing:— "  Let  the  patient  be  properly  placed  in  the  prone  position;  let  the 
abdomen  be  compressed  ;  then  let  one  hand  be  placed  upon  the  back,  and 
forcible  pressure,  or  a  forcible  blow,  be  made  with  the  other  upon  the  tho- 
rax. Let  this  be  done  immediately  after  inspiration,  after  a  full  inspira- 
tion, if  the  patient  can  be  induced  to  make  one,  and  be  repeated  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  times.  Let  the  position  of  the  patient  be  changed,  and 
let  the  blow  be  again  repeated. 
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"If  this  mode  of  proceeding  should  be  unsuccepsful,  I  would  give  an 
emetic.  Vomiting,  though  attended  by  closure  of  the  larynx,  is  followed 
by  an  unusually  ope7i  state  of  that  organ,  and  by  an  unusually  free  and 
full  expiration.  During  this  effort  the  foreign  body  might  happily  be 
expelled.  After  this  the  percussion  may  be  repeated.  Should  these  plans 
fail,  I  believe  tracheotomy  is  our  only  measure. 

"  I  must  be  allowed,  before  I  conclude  this  brief  note,  to  caution  the 
reader  against  confiding  in  the  paroxysmal  form  of  the  affection  for  his 
diagnosis  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  trachea.  I  have  just  attended  a  boy  of 
14,  with  acute  tracheitis,  without  the  suspicion  of  a  foreign  body,  which 
yielded  to  ample  bloodletting,  and  mercury  and  antimony  in  ample  doses, 
in  which  the  disease  presented  the  most  decided  remissions  and  the  most 
frightful  paroxysms." 


Treatment  of  the  Insane  in  the  Hanwell  Asyhim. — Dr.  Conolly,  the 
resident  physician  at  Hanwell,  states,  that  "  during  the  past  year  not  one 
instaiice  has  occurred,  in  which  the  resident  physician  has  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  resort  to  any  of  the  forms  of  bodily  coercion  formerly  employed. 
The  use  of  the  straight  waistcoat,  the  muff,  the  restraint  chair,  and  of 
every  kind  of  strap  and  chain  designed  to  restrain  muscular  motion,  was 
discontinued  on  the  21st  of  September,  1S39,  and  has  never  been  resumed. 

#  ^  *  The  management  of  the  patients  without  bodily  restraint 
has  been  applied  to  lOOS  lunatics,  and  has  been  acted  upon  for  more  than 
12  months  ;  and  it  has  thus  far  been  foimd  practicable  to  control  every  va- 
riety of  case,  without  any  fatal  accideiit,  or  serious  outrage  having  oc- 
curred."— London  Lancet. 


Jaundice. — Mr.  Robins,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medical  So- 
ciety, inquired  if  any  member  had  seen  cases  of  congenital  jaundice.  He 
had  seen  many  children  whose  skin  was  quite  yellow  for  several  days  after 
birth.  He  inquired  whether  this  "jaundice"  might  be  the  result  of  the 
passage  of  the  child  from  the  womb,  as  he  had  come  to  this  opinion  from 
observing  that  tumblers  were  subject  to  jaundice. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  on  jaundice,  its  causes,  effect  and  cure,  fol- 
lowed ;  in  the  course  of  which.  Dr.  Johnson  stated  that  he  had,  in  some 
very  bad  cases  of  jaundice,  administered  inspissated  ox-gall  in  doses  of 
five  grains,  gradually  increased  to  ten  grains,  three  times  a  day,  with  the 
best  effect.  He  explained  the  action  of  the  remedy,  on  the  principle  that 
the  ox-bile  was  the  best  substitute  that  could  be  found  for  the  human 
secretion. — Ibid. 

Maine  Insane  Asylum. — The  first  annual  report  has  been  received, 
and  shall  be  attentively  examined  as  soon  as  other  papers  can  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Died,— At  New  York,  Dr.  John  W.  Ansley,  .32.— At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Jacob 
Green,  one  of  the  faculty  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. — Found  dead  in  the 
highway,  in  Waterford,  N.Y.,  Dr.  Elijah  Porter,  67. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  6,  25.— Males,  14— females,  11.     Stillborn,  1. 

Of  consumption,  4— infantile,  2— cancer,  1— paralysis,  1— bilious  I'e-ier,  1— lung  fever,  1— scarlet 
fever,  1— tumor,  1— diarrhoea,  1— croup,  2— child-bed,  2— smallpo.x,  1— typhous  fever,  2— sudden,  1— 
worms,  1— debility,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1. 
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VER.MOiNT   31EDICAL   COLLEGE.   AT   WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  annual  course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
March  next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  ami  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         ...... 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  ...... 

Principles  and  Prac-lice  of  Surgery,  by        -        -        -        - 

Chemistry  and  .\atnral  History,  by        -        -        -        - 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  .... 

Fees— for  ihe  course,  $50.  For  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures  at  a 
regular  institution,  Silo.     Graduation  fee,  $18.  NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Woodstock,  K^,  Jan.  \st,  1841.  Jan.  6.— 8t  Secretary. 

~  PRIVATE    MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engagiul  in  |irivate  medical  instruction,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opportnnilies  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  aiimiticd  without  lee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts .Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Hosjiital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  tnay  be  learned 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.    Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  charsje. 

WALTER  cHaNNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 
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REVIEW   OF   DR.   GROSS'S    PATHOLOGICAL   ANATOMY. 

[Coiitinueii  I'rom  page  12.J 

Such,  we  believe,  is  a  correct  abstract  of  the  author's  views  concerning 
inflammation,  and  of  the  origin  of  morbid  action.  A  part  of  them  we 
adopt ;  but  from  several  we  must  dissent. 

The  theory  of  the  local  origin  and  inflammatory  character  of  disease, 
"  with  few  exceptions,"  is  one  which  we  candidly  believe  has  not  been,  and 
cannot  be,  sustained  by  fact.  We  know  that  it  is  regarded  by  the  phy- 
siological school  as  a  great  fundamental  truth,  and  upon  this  rock  they 
build.  All  other  foundations,  with  them,  are  laid  upon  the  sand.  We 
know,  too,  that  this  doctrine  has  been  ably  and  ingeniously  defended  by 
the  best  talent  of  the  profession  in  Europe  and  America ;  yet  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  our  honest  conviction  that,  like  every  other  ultraism, 
it  cannot  be  sustained.  That  many  of  the  diseases  we  meet  with  are 
essentially  local,  there  can  be  no  question  ;  but  that  an  overw^helming  ma- 
jority bear  this  character,  is  a  position  which,  we  think,  cannot  be  proved. 
Let  no  one  judge  from  these  remarks  that  we  consider  our  author  a  Brous- 
saist.  He  has  taken  up  the  first  principle  of  this  distinguished  patholo- 
gist, and  made  a  more  liberal  use  of  it.  While  the  latter  pushed  the 
application  of  his  favorite  the(^  to  the  remotest  degree  of  medical  fanati- 
cism, the  former  is  decidedly  i^me  plausible.  He  does  not  limit  the  place 
of  origin  to  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  or  to  any  other  single 
organ  or  tissue — but  grants  to  all  the  parts  the  capacity  of  initiating  mor- 
bid action.  He  contends  that  there  is  no  such  thing  in  pathology  as  a 
general  disorder,  apart  from  a  primitive  local  disorder ;  that  fever  is,  under 
all  circumstances,  essentially  symptomatic  of  local  inflammation ;  and 
that,  in  a  word,  disease  is  a  unit,  yet,  like  the  mind,  capable  of  assuming 
almost  infinite  variety. 

The  author  has  not  adduced  any  arguments  to  sustain  these  leading 
positions,  nor  do  we  suppose  this  to  have  been  his  design.  We  presume, 
however,  that  he  looks  upon  them  as  corrollaries  rather  than  as  problems. 
For  ourselves  we  must  still  adhere  to  our  old  creed  that  disease  is  either 
functional  or  organic  (making  a  palpable  distinction  between  the  two), 
and  consists  in  an  exaltation,  diminution,  or  perversion  of  nervous  and 
vascular  energy,  or  a  combination  of  all — that  these  phenomena  may  exist 
in  combination  xoith  or  without  inflammation,  and  that  morbid  action  is,  in 
its  primal  stage,  either  general  or  local. 

Are  we  asked  to  give  an  example  of  exaltation  of  nervous  and  vascu- 
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lar  energy,  independent  of  local  inflammatory  action  1  We  answer,  un- 
hesitatingly, the  most  ordinary  form  of  cerebral  ajjoplexy.  Are  we  asked 
to  give  an  example  of  diminution  of  nervous  and  vascular  energy,  inde- 
pendent of  local  injiamviation  1  We  answer,  syncope.  Are  we  asked  to 
give  an  example  of  uncomplicated  perj;er.sio?i  of  the  same  energies?  We 
answer,  a  sick  stomach,  which  may  be  relieved  by  a  draught  of  pepper- 
mint water.  Do  we  next  inquire — how  may  these  phenomena  be  present 
"  with  or  without  inflammation  ?"  We  answer,  that  in  every  inflamma- 
tion there  must  be  either  exalted  diX\6.  perverted,  ox  diminished  isindi  per- 
verted energy.  The  third  phenomenon  cannot  be  absent  when  either  the 
first  or  the  second  is  present ;  but  it  may  exist  independent  of  either. 
Again,  exaltation  and  diminution  may  alternate  or  occur  in  simple  succes- 
sion, thus  presenting  varieties  of  complication  during  the  existence  of  the 
disease  under  consideration.  Such  are  the  facts  when  the  capillary  tex- 
ture and  nervous  filaments  of  a  circumscribed  part  are  involved ;  in  a 
word,  the  part  inflames  and  progresses  to  adhesion,  suppuration,  ulcera- 
tion or  mortification.  But  let  us  consider  these  phenomena  in  reference  to 
a  general  disturbance,  and  see  what  is  the  result.  A  man  becomes 
alarmed.  His  nervous  system  is  shocked ;  the  heart  is  iveakened  in  its 
action  and  beats  painfully  ;  the  vascular  system  catches  the  alarm,  and 
the  weak,  quick  pulse  tells  how  It  is  affected.  Here  is  diminution  of 
action.  In  a  short  time  fear  subsides,  and  re-action  takes  place.  The 
system,  formerly  depressed,  arouses;  the  pulse  is  90,  and  strong;  the 
man  complains  of  fever,  &c.  Here  is  exaltation  of  action.  Presently 
excitement  subsides.  The  pulse  is  natural,  but  there  is  nausea,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  man  vomits.  Here  is  perversion  of  action.  In  a  few 
hours  afterwards  the  man  is  in  a  sound  state.  Was  there  any  inflamma- 
tion in  his  case  ?     We  think  not. 

Again,  let  us  carefully  consider  the  pathology  of  the  neuroses,  and  see 
if  we  can  trace  a  majority  of  any  of  them,  jjgb^iven  cases,  to  an  inflammatory 
cause.  That  a  single  one  of  this  class  c^jpiseases  can  arise  from  simple 
local  inflammation,  we  very  much  doubt.  There  must  be  a  nervous  sus- 
ceptibility— and  more  than  this,  we  cannot  conceive  that  inflammation  is 
at  all  essential  to  their  development.  True,  it  may  be  said  that  inflam- 
mation may  be  present  somewhere  in  the  body,  and  its.ordinary  signs  ab- 
sent ;  but  this  method  of  reasoning  upon  probable  existences  and  doubt- 
ful analogies,  does  not  altogether  comport  with  the  spirit  of  sound  medi- 
cal logic.  No  one  will  pretend  to  deny  that  inflammation  is  oftentimes  a 
cause  of  numerous  diseases,  but  to  make  it  the  invariable  cause  of  all 
diseases  is  a  simplification  of  etiology  which,  we  presume,  experience  and 
observation  will  not  sustain. 

We  might  here  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question  respecting  the 
local  origin  of  fever,  but  as  tlie  subject  is  a  hacknied  one,  and  the  author 
has  not,  from  the  nature  of  his  work,  thouglit  it  proper  to  go  any  further 
than  the  mere  annunciation  of  his  opinion  upon  the  subject,  we  shall 
merely  say  that  we  agn^e  with  him  entirely  in  denouncing  the  ''  artificial 
nosologies  of  Sauvag!'S,of  Holfinan,  Cullcn,  Hosack,  and  a  host  of  minor 
worthies  ;"  but  we  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  that  "  all  diseases  will 
ultimately  be  found  to  have  a  local  origin  and  habitation."     Observation 
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upon  tlic  living  subject,  in  onr  judgment,  reveals  a  difTerent  doctrine  ;  and 
the  knite  upon  the  dead  subject  reveals  certain  phenomena  which  may 
have  been  obscure  in  life,  leaving  us,  alas !  too  often  in  doubt  as  to 
causation. 

We  shall  close  our  criticism  upon  the  first  chapter  by  making  one  or 
two  remarks  upon  what  we  have  laid  down  as  the  nineteenth  proposition. 
By  recurring  to  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  author  believes  that  in  the 
early  stage  of  inflammation  the  vessels  have  an  augmented  action,  and 
that  afterwards,  when  the  disease  is  more  fully  established,  the  capillaries 
are  partially  paralyzed,  fee,  the  functions  generally  are  impaired,  and 
everything  indicates  diminished  power.  This  view  is  presented  as  a 
compromise  between  the  conflicting  opinions  respecting  increased  and  di- 
minished vascular  action,  which  have  so  long  agitated  medical  men.  In 
our  judgment  it  is  still  susceptible  of  amendment.  The  first  stage  of 
inflammation  is  not  always  an  active  stage ;  it  may  be  so  generally,  but 
we  think  that  its  character  is  formed  from  the  nature  of  the  part,  the 
constitution  of  the  patient,  and  the  nature  of  the  impression.  In  one 
case  it  may  be  active,  and  in  another  passive.  Thus  in  two  cases  of 
burns,  the  violence  done  to  a  part  in  one  case  may  be  so  great  as  to 
paralyze  the  capillaries  at  once,  and  require  immediate  stimulating  appli- 
cations ;  whereas,  in  the  second  case  the  impression  made  upon  the  capil- 
laries is  such  as  to  create  increased  action,  and  demand  an  opposite  course 
of  treatment.  Again,  we  presume  that  the  capillaries  are  not  always 
"partially  paralyzed  when  the  disease  is  fully  established."  Circumstances 
must  tend  to  change  this  regular  succession  which  our  author  mentions. 
The  experiments  made  so  repeatedly  in  Europe  and  this  country  will 
prove  this  to  be  a  truth  ;  and  it  is  astonishing  that  authors  will  continue 
to  tell  us  of  a  constant  increased  or  decreased  action,  or  a  regular  and 
invariable  succession  of  these  phenomena,  when  every-day  observation 
may  satisfy  the  unprejudiced  observer  that  the  order  of  their  occun'ence 
is  necessarily  irregular. 

The  title  of  the  second  chapter  is  "  Effusion  of  Serum ;"  in  which 
the  author  contends  that  this  phenomenon,  as  a  general  rule,  is  the  result 
of  inflammatory  action.  The  following  vjuotation,  from  the  closing  para- 
graph, will  present  to  the  reader  his  conclusion  upon  this  subject.  '•  Tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  preceding  facts,  and  the  reasoning  founded  upon 
them,  the  conclusion  is  obvious  that  the  effusion  of  serosity,  no  mat- 
ter in  what  part,  organ  or  region  it  occurs,  is  the  result,  invariahly,  of 
a  process  analogous  to,  if  not  strictly  indentical  with,  inflammation." 
We  shall  ask  one  or  two  questions  here,  and  pass  on  to  the  third  chapter. 
May  not  an  individual  eat  freelv  of  water  melon  and  pass  large  quantities 
of  urine  without  having  any  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  ?  May  not  the 
serous  membranes  secrete  and  effuse  a  larger  amount  of  serum  than 
natural,  and  this  serum  accumulate  for  a  short  period,  without  actual  in- 
flammation ?  If  we  could  believe  as  our  author  does,  then  would  we 
contend  that  copious  perspiration  is  always  the  result  of  inflammatory  ac- 
tion of  the  sudorific  glands. 

The  third  chapter  is  upon  ''  Lijmphijzation,"  or  the  deposition  of 
lymph,  gluten  or  fibrin.     It  is  considered  to  be   always  the  result  of  in- 
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flammation.  Lymph  is  effused  in  various  forms,  depending  upon  the 
shape  of  the  part — is  at  first  soft,  but  becomes  subsequently  sohd,  assum- 
ing the  character  of  cellular,  fibrous,  cartilaginous  or  osseous  texture.  Its 
chemical  composition  is  the  same  everywhere  in  the  body,  albumen  and 
water  in  union  with  fibrin.  If  it  remains  undisturbed,  it  becomes  or- 
ganized, either  by  a  self-organizing  power,  or  by  vessels  shooting  into  it — 
probably  by  virtue  of  both.  Plastic  lymph  thus  organized  becomes  the 
basis  of  the  analogous  tissues  (which  are  nearly  as  numerous  as  the  na- 
tural tissues),  and  the  bond  of  union  between  divided  parts.  It  may  be- 
come the  seat  of  disease,  and  undergo  transformations  as  in  the  natural 
tissues.  The  effusion  of  lymph  often  creates  a  barrier  to  the  escape  of 
the  matter  of  tuberculous  cavities  and  of  abscesses  in  the  abdomen  and 
pelvis. 

Chapter  fourth  is  upon  Suppuration,  which  process  is  defined  to  be  the 
formation  of  purulent  matter,  resulting  always  from  inflammation.  The 
chapter  is  short,  but  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  instructive.  Pus  is  a 
secretion — an  altered  state  of  the  blood — globular  in  its  character — of 
the  specific  gravity  of  1050,  and  may  be  formed  without  a  solution  of 
continuity.  The  following  test,  by  Dr.  Young,  of  Edinburgh,  is  con- 
sidered the  best. 

"  It  is  founded  on  the  globular  particles  of  the  pus,  and  consists  simply 
in  holding  a  small  quantity  of  this  fluid,  placed  between  two  thin  pieces 
of  glass,  between  the  eye  and  a  candle,  a  litde  way  off.  If  the  matter 
be  purulent,  it  will  be  encompassed  by  a  bright  halo  of  colors,  not  unlike 
those  of  the  rainbow,  tlie  light  being  at  the  centre,  and  the  tints  so  much 
the  more  intense  as  the  particles  are  more  numerous  and  more  equally 
diffused."  We  believe  the  author  has  not  mentioned  the  fact  that  pus 
is  an  unorganizable  substance. 

Chapter  fifth.  Hemorrhage.  Here  we  find,  to  our  surprise,  that  the 
author  admits  the  existence  of  hemorrhage  (without  rupture)  independent 
of  inflammation.  He  says,  p.  76,  "  In  many  instances  it  would  seem  to 
be  the  result  purely  of  over-distention  of  the  capillaries,  from  obstniction  in 
the  heart  or  large  vessels,  by  which  the  sanguine  fluid  is  prevented  from 
pursuing  its  accustomed  route  with  its  accustomed  freedom."  How  does 
hemorrhage  without  rupture  occur?  The  author  rejects  the  views  of 
Morgagni  and  Bichat,  who  referred  the  phenomenon  to  exhalation,  and 
adopts  the  theory  of  exosmose,  so  ingeniously  defended  by  Dutrochet  in 
France,  and  Drs.  Mitchell,  Faust  and  others,  in  our  own  country.  With 
regard  to  the  existence  of  open-mouthed  vessels,  he  says,  in  very  plain 
terms,  "  it  is  now  well  known  that  there  are  no  exhalants  in  the  true 
sense  of  that  term  ;  none,  at  aU  events,  have  ever  been  demonstrated,  and 
probably  never  will  be."  We  might  say  in  this  place,  in  accordance  with 
the  author's  own  logic  respecting  the  capillaries,  p.  39,  that,  because  no 
exhalants  can  be  plainly  denwnstrated,  the  inference  is  not  a  correct  one 
that  they  have  no  existence ;  but  has  not  Bichat  demonstrated  diem,  at 
least  as  satisfactorily  as  the  author  has  the  two-coated  structure  of  the 
capillaries?  We  think  he  has.  On  p.  149,  vol.  3,  of  his  General  Anatomy, 
he  says,  "  A  very  evident  exhalation  is  constantly  going  on  upon  the 
serous  surfaces.     A  particular  order  of  vessels  is  the  agent  of  this  ex- 
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halation.  *  *  *  *  The  followinn;  are  the  means  of  seeing  thorn," 
&.C.  The  reader  will  please  refer  to  Bichat,  where  he  will  find,  on  the 
page  mentioned,  as  plain  a  demonstration  as  should  be  demanded  con- 
cerning a  part  of  minute  anatomy ;  as  plain,  at  least,  as  that  given  by  our 
author  of  the  vasa  vasomm  of  capillaries.  With  the  following  quotations 
we  pass  on  to  the  sixth  chapter.  "  One  of  the  most  remarkable  circum- 
stances in  the  history  of  this  lesion  is  its  hereditary  tendency."  *  *  * 
*  #  *  *  a  What  is  more  singular  than  all,  is,  that  the  disease  may 
cease  in  one  generation  and  re-appear  in  another."  ****** 
"  Not  less  singular  is  that  variety  of  hemorrhage  to  which  the  term  vica- 
rious has  been  applied.  Occasionally  the  blood  oozes  from  the  skin,  the 
eye,  the  ear,  lung,  arms,  and  even  the  nipple,  either  simultaneously  or 
successively."  *****"  When  blood  is  effused,  one  of  four 
circumstances  happens  in  regard  to  its  final  disposal.  In  the  Jirst  place  it 
may  be  rejected.  Secondly,  the  fluid  may  be  absorbed.  Thirdly,  the 
blood  may  remain  and  become  organized  ;  or.  Fourthly,  it  may  act  as  a 
foreign  substance,  and  induce  fatal  inflammation." 

The  sixth  chapter  is  a  short  one  upon  Softening,  which,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  author  thinks  is  the  result  of  "  inflammatory  irritation,"  but  is  some- 
times, as  he  justly  observes,  "  the  result  of  causes  which  exert  their  in- 
fluence after  death."  The  structure  most  at  fault  in  this  lesion  is  the  in- 
terstitial cellular. 

The  seventh  chapter  is  an  excellent  one  upon  Gangrene.  Among  the 
causes  of  this  phenomenon  are  mentioned  organic  diseases  of  the  heart, 
an  impoverished  state  of  the  blood,  ergot,  and  excessive  emesis. 

We  pass  over  the  six  succeeding  chapters  (on  Ulceration,  Granulation, 
Cicatrization,  Induration,  Hypertrophy  am\  Atrophy)  with  the  single  re- 
mark that  the  author  admits  that  induration,  hyi)ertrophy  and  atrophy 
may  occur  without  inflammation,  and  that  his  remarks  upon  these  subjects 
are  very  judicious  and  instructive. 

The  fourteenth  chapter  is  taken  up  with  the  consideration  of  "  Trans- 
formations." The  author  admits  of  only  seven,  viz.,  1,  the  cellular;  2, 
the  mucous  ;  3,  the  cutaneous ;  4,  the  fibrous ;  5,  the  cartilaginous ;  6, 
the  osseous ;  and  7,  the  adipous.  All  of  these  he  observes  occur  gene- 
rally in  old  age,  and  "  are  all  effected  under  the  influence  of  inflamma- 
tory irritation."  It  is  very  correctly  observed  that  the  word  transforma- 
tion "  should  be  restricted  to  those  changes  which  a  pre-existing  tissue 
undergoes,  as  it  is  being  converted  into  another  that  is  totally  different 
from  it,  but  which  has  its  analogue  in  the  animal  economy." 

The  subject  of  the  fifteenth  chapter  is  "  Hydatids."  These  are  a  class 
of  beings  which  "occur  in  the  serous  cavities,  the  alimentary  canal,  and 
the  passages  which  open  into  it,  the  cellular  tissue,  between  the  muscles, 
and  in  the  proper  substance  of  the  different  organs."  "  So  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  these  parasitic  beings  possess  no  genital  organs,  no  apparatus 
for  respiration,  no  trace  of  a  circulation,  and  apparently  no  nerves.  They 
can  live  and  propagate  their  species  only  in  the  interior  of  other  animals, 
and  their  existence  is  very  brief.  The  five  following  species  are  recognized, 
described,  and  illustrated  by  wood  cuts:  1,  the  cysticercus ;  2,  the  poly- 
cephalus;  3,  the  dicer  as ;  4,  the  echinococcus ;  and  5,  the  acephalocystis. 
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The  author  next  adverts  to  their  origin,  organization,  Stc.  Their  origin 
is  esteemed  doubtful ;  yet  the  doctor  seems  to  think  it  owing  to  inflam- 
mation, "  followed  by  the  deposition  of  a  fibro-albuminous  substance,  or 
a  sort  of  plastic  lymph,  the  particles  of  which  arrange  themselves  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  create  an  inferior  being."  They  are  nourished,  he  thinks, 
by  a  fluid  secreted  from  a  small  membrane  surrounding  them  in  the  shape 
of  a  capsule.  Hydatids  are  susceptible  of  disease,  and  they  prove  inju- 
rious by  their  great  number  or  their  large  size. 

"  Serous  Cysts  "  are  considered  in  the  sixteenth  chapter.  These  are 
membranous  pouches,  shut  sacs,  of  a  globular  or  oval  shape,  varying  in 
size  from  a  grain  of  mustard  to  a  melon.  "  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
they  are  the  result,  with  few  exceptions,  of  an  entirely  new  formation, 
dependent  upon  the  eflxision  and  organization  of  plastic  lymph."  Three 
kinds  are  recognized — the  simple,  the  multilocular,  and  the  included. 
For  ourselves  we  see  no  good  ground  for  making  an  essential  distinction 
between  serous  cysts  and  hydatids.  Their  mode  of  origin  and  organiza- 
tion is  about  the  same — they  are  organized  bodies,  nourished,  perhaps,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  are  alike  liable  to  inflammation.  &£c. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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[The  following  statistics  and  remarks  on  a  subject  upon  which  we  can  at 
present  obtain  no  certain  information  in  regard  to  our  own  country,  are 
from  Mr.  Farr's  letter  to  the  Registrar-General  of  England.  They  pos- 
sess a  general  interest,  in  addition  to  that  which  attaches  to  them  as  the 
first  fruits  of  the  successful  plan  of  registry  lately  adopted  in  Great 
Britain.] 

In  the  first  half  year  of  registration  the  difference  between  the  diseases 
in  a  dense  and  scattered  population  was  remarkable.  The  higher  rate  of 
mortality  in  town  districts  was  a  result  in  strict  accordance  with  other  ob- 
servations ;  but  the  diseases  of  towns  and  of  the  open  country  had  never 
before  been  contrasted  on  an  extended  scale,  and  it  was  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  discrepancies  then  discovered  were  transitory  and  accidental, 
or  permanent.  The  year  1838  afforded  unusual  facilities  for  putting  this 
to  the  test ;  for,  besides  comprising  more  than  double  the  number  of  ob- 
servations, it  presented  a  great  range  in  the  temperature  and  the  epidemic 
constitution.  The  chief  differences  remained  ;  it  may,  therefore,  be  in- 
ferred that  they  were  then  traced  to  the  true  causes. 

The  metropolis  and  the  districts  which  were  compared  last  year,  have 
been  used  for  the  present  comparison.  The  population  was  calculated  in 
the  same  way  :  taken  directly  from  the  population  returns  of  1821  and 
1831  for  the  cities  :  assumed  to  be  the  same  in  the  country  districts  as 
the  counties,  with  which,  however,  the  districts  were  not  always  conter- 
minous, and  multiplied  by  the  observed  annual  rates  of  increase,  1821-31 
raised  to  the  7th  power.  This  gave  the  probable  population  in  June, 
1838.  For  the  proportion  not  enumerated  4  per  cent,  was  added  to  the 
population  of  the  metropolis  ;  2.3  per  cent,  to  the  24  city  districts  ;  and 
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0.4  per  cent,  to  the  population  of  tlie  counties.     When  the  sexes  were 
distinmiisiiecl^tlic  whole  of  the  adilition  was  put  to  the  males. 

In  iS;31  the  city  population  enumerated  was  3,079,29^2,  the  country 
population  3,255,479  :  with  the  corrections  which  have  been  suogested, 
as  the  population  increases  faster  in  cities  than  in  the  country,  the  popu- 
lation in  1838  would  be  about  3,726,221  in  the  city  districts,  and  about 
3,539,908  in  the  counties.  The  city  was  probably  to  the  rural  popula- 
tion as  1.053  to  1.000:  and  to  this  extent  (5  per  cent.)  the  deaths 
in  the  counties  should  be  augmented,  to  render  the  mortality  strictly 
comparable. 

Besides  die  70,410  persons  who  died  equally  in  the  |||pse  and  in  die 
more  scattered  population,  there  was  an  excess  in  the  cities  of  30,609 
deaths ;  9970  from  diseases  of  the  epidemic  class,  7474  from  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  10,465  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and 
3144  from  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs.  The  annual  rate  of  mor- 
tality in  the  cities  was  2.7,  in  tlie  counties  2.0  per  cent. :  and  the  mor- 
tality in  the  cities  1.36  to  1.00  in  the  counties.  The  mean  duration  of 
life  in  the  two  sets  of  circumstances  would  differ  nearly  in  the  ratio  of  37 
years  and  50  years. 

In  examining  the  special  causes  of  death,  three  classes  may  be  distin- 
guished :  one  class  which  was  exaggerated  in  cities  to  the  highest  pitch, 
a  third  class  in  which  the  mortality  was  nearly  the  same  or  in  excess  in 
the  counties,  and  an  intermediate  class.  To  1.00  death  in  the  counties, 
the  deaths  out  of  the  same  amount  of  population  in  the  cities  were  by 
asthma,  3.80  ;  erysipelas,  2.71  ;  convulsions  and  teething,  2.57 ;  cepha- 
litis and  hydrocephalus,  2.41 ;  hydrophobia,  2.37  ;  pneumonia,  bronchitis 
and  pleurisy,  1.99;  delirium  tremens,  1.98;  typhus,  1.S8;  smallpox, 
1.73;  heart  disease,  1.73  ;  child-birth,  1.63  ;  syphilis,  1.59  ;  rheumatism, 
1.58;  gout,  1.55;  hernia,  1.48;  purpura,  1.46;  sudden  deaths,  1.45; 
liver  disease,  1.45;  hepatitis,  1.35;  tetanus,  1.32.  The  excess  of  mor- 
tality in  cities  was  less  in  the  following  cases:  by  consumption,  1.24; 
croup,  1.23;  violent  deaths,  1.17;  stone,  1.11  ;  mortification,  1.10;  mal- 
formations, 1.07;  apoplexy,  1.07;  hemorrhage,  1.02.  The  mortality 
by  the  third  class  of  causes  was  greater  in  the  counties  than  in  the  cities : 
for  the  mortality  to  1.00  in  the  counties  was  in  the  cities,  by  paralysis, 
.99;  dropsy,  .99;  jaundice,  .99;  diabetes,  .97;  cancer,  .92;  hydrotho- 
rax,  .88;  hematemesis,  .79;  debility  (frequently  premature  birth),  .75; 
atrophy,  .75 ;  scrofula,  .46.  It  will  be  useful  to  compare  all  the  other 
diseases  in  table  (F)  ;  but,  in  doing  so,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
diseases  in  the  epidemic  class  fluctuate  from  year  to  year ;  that  when  the 
number  of  cases  is  considerable  the  relative  mortality  is  most  correctly  ex- 
pressed, and  that  slight  differences  deserve  little  attention. 

The  fatality  of  scrofula,  purpura,  cancer,  stone,  jaundice,  diabetes — 
chronic  diseases — in  which  there  are  new  deposits,  new  formations,  or 
new  secretions,  is  as  great  in  the  country  as  in  cities ;  dropsy  comes  un- 
der the  same  head.  Their  exciung  causes  are  common  to  the  two  classes 
of  population. 

It  has  been  proved  that  the  same  injuries  and  diseases  are  more  deadly 
in  cities  than  in  the  country  ;  which  may  account  for  the  higher  mortality 
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from  violent  death,  hernia,  and  some  other  causes.  Parturition  is  as  fre- 
quent in  the  country  as  in  town  ;  where  it  is  nevertheless  so  q^ten  followed 
by  puerperal  fever  as  icrhe  63  per  cent,  more  fatal. 

If  the  mortality  in  the  counties  has  been  taken  for  unity,  and  all  above 
it  has  been  termed  excess,  it  must  not  be  understood  to  imply  that  less 
than  70,410  deaths  may  not  be  expected  to  occur  out  of  a  population  of 
3,539,908.  The  population  of  the  counties,  which  have  been  held  to 
represent  the  country,  included  the  inhabitants  of  several  cities.  The 
mines  of  Cornwall  caused  many  deaths ;  and  any  one  who  has  visited 
the  ill-ventilated  dwellings  of  the  poor,  and  is  acquainted  with  their  limited 
command  of  cL^iing,  firing  and  substantial  food  in  agricultural  districts, 
cannot  come  to  that  conclusion.  The  minimum  degree  of  sickness  which 
a  well-educated,  affluent  people  would  experience,  and  the  years  which 
they  would  number  in  the  circumstances  most  favorable  to  health,  are 
unknown ;  for  the  majority  of  the  rich  and  middle  classes  whose  lives 
have  been  observed,  live  principally  in  ill-constructed  cities,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  the  epidemics  generated  among  their  unhappier  neighbors.  It 
will  be  prudent,  therefore,  not  to  speculate  upon  a  state  of  things  of  which 
the  registers  afford  no  examples,  as  it  may  sound  paradoxical  to  fix  more 
than  fifty-five  years  for  the  average  duration  of  human  life ;  and  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  suggest  any  means  for  improving  by  immediate  mea- 
sures the  health  of  agricultural  districts  more  effectual  than  the  improve- 
ment of  the  cities  in  their  centres,  from  which  so  many  diseases  radiate. 

Is  the  excessive  mortality  of  cities  inevitable  ?  It  has  not  long  been 
established  to  the  public  satisfaction  that  the  mortality  in  dense  popu- 
lations is  excessive.  The  simple  process  of  comparing  the  deaths  in  a 
given  time  out  of  a  given  number  living  is  a  modern  discovery ;  and 
as  some  individuals  died  at  all  ages  in  the  healthiest,  or  attained  the 
highest  ages  in  the  unhealthiest  classes,  and  epidemics  desolated  the 
country  as  well  as  towns,  though  to  less  extent,  the  unaided  reason  was 
baffled  in  its  attempts  to  unravel  the  intricate  facts,  and  to  draw  conclu- 
sions which  could  justify  or  stimulate  public  interference.  If  the  law 
of  nature  had  been  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  an  unhealthy  place  attained 
the  age  of  forty  years,  and  of  a  healthy  place  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and 
then  invariably  died,  the  difference  would  have  been  perceived  in  two  or 
three  generations  :  but  the  law  of  nature  was  different ;  in  both  cases  in- 
fants died  at  the  breast,  men  perished  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  old  men 
grew  gray  with  age :  the  proportions  only  varied,  and  the  difference  was 
in  the  average  duration  of  life,  which  varied  from  twenty  to  fifty  years, 
and  yet  remained  undetermined.  It  was  probably  not  generally  known 
before  the  publication  of  your  First  Report,  that  the  mean  duration  of 
life  was  from  25  to  30  years  in  the  east  districts,  and  from  40  to  50 
years  in  the  north  and  west  districts  of  the  metropolis ;  it  is  not  there- 
fore surprising,  that  the  relative  mortality  of  remote  districts  remained  so 
long  undiscovered. 

The  first  writers  who  established  satisfactorily  the  high  mortality  of 
cities  took  a  gloomy  and  perhaps  fanatical  view  of  the  question.  Cities 
were  declared  vortices  of  vice,  misery,  disease  and  death ;  they  were 
proclaimed  "  the  graves  of  mankind."     The  population  of  the  country, 
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it  was  said,  was  drawn  to  tliem  to  be  sacrificed  ;  and  tliose  who  entered 
left  all  hope  behind,  for  no  prospect  of  health  in  cities  was  beheld. 
Happily  the  further  application  of  the  methods  which  those  eminent 
writers  employed,  and  the  facts  which  the  registers  furnish,  enable  us  to 
analyze  the  causes  of  death  in  cities;  and  to  show  that  while  the  mor- 
tality is  increased  as  much  as  they  stated,  the  apprehensions  into  which 
they  were  betrayed  were  ill  founded  when  a])plied  to  the  future.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  agcrpegation  of  mankind  in  towns  is  not  inevi- 
tably disastrous.  Health  and  life  maybe  preserved  in  a  dense  population, 
provided  the^  density  be  not  carried  beyond  certain  limits.  Of  this  the 
nature  of  the  causes  to  which  the  mortality  is  due,  as  well  as  the  rapid 
improvement  in  the  health  of  London  within  the  last  two  centuries,  is  pre- 
sumptive proof;  and  the  favorable  condition  of  several  districts  of  the 
metropolis  leaves  little  room  for  doubt  on  the  subject. 

In  three  groups  of  the  metropolitan  districts,  the  mortality  was,  in  the 
first,  which  contains  35  square  yards  to  each  pei-son,  'SA28  per  cent. ; 
in  the  second,  containing  119  square  yards  to  each  person,  2.786  per 
cent. ;  and  in  the  third,  with  180  square  yards  to  each,  2.289  per  cent. 

The  primary  objects  to  be  kept  in  view  are  the  careful  exclusion  of  all 
unnecessary  animal  and  vegetable  matter ;  the  immediate  removal  of  resi- 
dual products;  and  the  dilution  of  inevitable  exhalations.  The  dead 
should  no  longer  be  buried  where  they  are  surrounded  by  crowded  dwell- 
ings. Unwholesome  manufactories  should  be  excluded  from  densely-peo- 
pled districts.  And  there  is  assuredly  no  reason  why  thousands  of  cattle, 
sheep,  horses,  animals  of  every  kind — sometimes  affected  with  epizootic 
diseases — should  be  gathered  together  in  market  places  within  the  city,  or 
slaughtered  in  houses  where  the  blood  and  offal  can  never  be  effectually 
removed.  If  a  survey  were  made  of  the  districts  of  this  metropolis,  and 
the  levels,  the  sewers,  the  drains,  and  the  nuisances  known  to  be  perni- 
cious, were  accurately  laid  down  upon  a  map,  it  would  agree  very  re- 
markably with  the  table  of  relative  mortality ;  and  the  construction  of 
such  a  map  would  complete  the  view  of  the  evil  in  all  its  details,  and 
form  the  basis  of  a  well-planned  remedy.  It  will  probably  be  found  ulti- 
mately that  the  immense  quantities  of  agricultural  produce  brought  to 
London,  and  disgorged  into  the  sewers  and  the  Thames,  may  be  collected 
with  less  danger  to  the  public  health  in  distant  reservoirs,  filtered  and  re- 
turned, in  the  shape  of  manure,  to  the  fields  in  the  surrounding  counties. 
The  population  is  limited  by  the  amount  of  subsistence,  and  the  produce 
of  the  soil  is  limited  by  the  quantity  of  this  very  organic  matter,  which  is 
so  recklessly  thrown  into  the  wasting  sea. 


TREATMENT   OF  SCARLATINA. 

[The  last  No.  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  con- 
tains a  paper  on  Scarlatina  by  T.  F.  Cornell,  M.D.  Dr.  C.  states  that 
he  has  treated  ninety  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  last  year.  The  re- 
sults of  his  mode  of  treating  them  cannot  but  be  a  matter  of  interest  to 
other  practitioners.     We  omit  the  details  and  many  remarks.] 
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While  attending  the  ninety  cases  spoken  of  above,  no  favorite  remedy 
was  prescribed,  and  no  particular  course  pursued.  Symptoms — the  phe- 
nomena of  nature  alone,  influenced  my  prescriptions.  For  some  an  emetic 
of  ipecac,  or  antimony  acted  like  enchantment  in  rousing  up  the  dormant 
energies,  in  relieving  the  throat,  and  preventing  congestions  in  the  large 
viscera ;  but  they  were  always  confined  to  the  forming  stage.  Laxatives 
once  or  twice  repeated,  with  mild  diaphoretics  and  diluents,  were  all  that 
was  requisite  to  complete  the  treatment  and  conduct  the  patient  through 
an  ordinary  attack.  When  the  tonsils  suffered  early  in  plethoric  habits, 
leeches  on  the  throat  were  frequently  followed  by  immediate  relief.  Ru- 
befacients, in  other  instances,  acted  beneficially  in  subduing  local  difficulty 
by  gently  stimulating  the  vessels ;  and  on  the  same  principle  a  solution  of 
the  nitrate  of  silver  pencilled  on  the  tonsils  was  found  among  the  most 
efficient  remedies.  In  two  cases  V.  S.  was  sparingly  used  where  inflam- 
matory action  was  suspected  to  have  attacked  important  organs,  but  my 
remaining  treatment  was  altogether  passive.  In  some,  again,  emetics,  pur- 
gatives, V.  S.  and  leeches,  were  successively  employed  to  relieve  the 
head  or  throat;  notwithstanding  which,  the  symptoms  would  increase 
and  a  fatal  termination  ensued  on  the  third  or  fourth  day.  1  have  also 
known  extensive  anginose  affections  to  exist,  and  domestic  remedies  used 
by  the  patients  themselves,  with  quite  as  flattering  results  as  the  practi- 
tioner could  boast.  When  such  heterogeneous  methods  are  pursued,  the 
reader  may  wonder  that  anything  is  attempted.  Doubtless,  untimely  in- 
terference has  sealed  the  fate  of  many  whose  constitutional  vigor  was 
adequate  to  have  withstood  the  shock  of  scarlatina,  had  it  been  left  to  run 
its  course  unmolested.  When  depletion  is  used  it  should  be  done  early, 
and  after  that  the  mildest  treatment  is  best.  And  even  when  antiphlogistic 
measures  are  deemed  expedient  in  the  commencement  of  an  attack,  it  not 
unfrequently  happens  that  stimulants  and  tonics  are  required  in  its  termi- 
nation. But  leaving  these  methods  of  treating  the  disease  for  the  reader 
to  dispose  of  as  is  most  agreeable  to  his  judgment,  I  revert  to  the  treat- 
ment of  scarlatina  encephalica. 

The  means  wdiich  the  profession  are  accustomed  to  rely  on  in  the 
management  of  encephalic  symptoms,  were  of  no  advantage  to  me  in  this 
form  of  scarlatina.  Nay,  all  the  patients  died  which  were  subjected  to  an 
antiphlogistic  treatment.  My  error,  in  common  with  many  others  who  have 
described  scarlatina,  was  in  attributing  the  cerebral  symptoms  to  an  ap- 
proaching or  existing  inflammation  of  the  brain.  But  1  found  the  reme- 
dies calculated  to  relieve  such  a  condhion  of  this  organ,  only  aggravated 
the  symptoms  and  accelerated  death.  Bleeding  was  practised  in  one  in- 
stance, leeches  were  used  with  full  efTcct  in  five  cases,  and  emetics,  pur- 
gatives, warm  badis  impregnated  with  salt  and  mustard,  together  with 
counter-irritants  and  frictions,  were  also  employed,  but  with  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  hastening  the  victim  on  in  rapid  course  to  certain  death. 
Two  cases  which  had  been  leeched  for  tonsillary  disease,  had  every  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  recovery,  when,  without  any  assignable  cause,  sudden 
dissolution  occurred.  The  only  unpleasant  features  previous  to  death,  were 
in  one  case  dyspnoea  and  delirium,  which  antimonials  and  a  warm  bath 
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only  aup;montocl ;  and  in  the  oilier,  a  tumefied  condition  of  the  whole 
throat — deliiiuni  set  in,  and  defied  the  use  of  remedial  measures, 

Wlien  die  cephalic  disturbance  is  of  the  violent  kind,  stimulants  gra- 
dually administered  with  unirritating  drinks,  and  sina|3isms  to  the  extremi- 
ties, were  generally  found  sufficient  to  restore  the  weakened  forces.  Some- 
times frictions  and  stimulating  baths  answered  a  good  purpose  by  inviting 
a  free  efflorescence,  and  relieving  nausea  and  vomiting.  Cool  applica- 
tions to  the  head  were  grateful  when  heat  predominated,  while  whiskey 
and  warm  water  to  bathe  the  forehead  and  extremities  were  highly  ser- 
viceable when  there  was  restlessness.  The  stimulants  used  internally 
were  generally  of  the  spirituous  kind — and  then  for  the  most  part  I  se- 
lected the  one  which  the  patient's  taste  preferred.  Wine  whey,  warm 
gin  and  \\at(M-,  and  brandy  toddy,  were  the  preparations  used,  either  in 
their  simple  form,  or  added  to  arro\M'oot,  or  some  other  drink.  During 
convalescence,  I  preferred  brandy  in  arrowroot,  because  its  effects  are 
more  permanent  than  the  others.  The  sulphate  of  quinine,  I  found  a 
valuable  tonic  when  no  gastric  symptoms  forbid  its  use ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  the  prostration  was  extreme,  I  prescribed  it  in  the  convalescent 
stage.  The  quantity  of  stimulus  it  is  proper  to  use  is  better  determined 
by  the  clinical  prescriber  than  any  other  person.  In  one  instance  1  gave 
an  adult  a  pint  of  TeneritFe  wine  in  eight  hours;  while  a  child  from  three 
to  five  years  will  take,  on  an  average,  about  a  gill  of  wine  made  into 
whey,  daily.  The  quantity  should  be  increased,  diminished  or  omitted, 
as  circumstances  indicate.  Laxatives  should  be  ordered  if  really  neces- 
sary, and  avoided  if  not.  Enemas  will  frequendy  be  preferable,  and 
when  they  will  answer  should  always  be  selected. 

When  the  tonsils  and  throat  were  much  tumefied,  or  ulcerated,  I  ap- 
plied the  nit.  argenti  internally,  from  iv.  to  xx.  grs.  in  an  ounce  of  water. 
Externally  the  ammoniacal  liniment  generally  had  a  good  effect.  In  a 
few  cases  of  scrofulous  habits,  I  used  the  tinct.  of  iodine  5  iss.,  tinct.  sa- 
ponis  comp.  3  i- ;  and  bathed  the  thi'oat  every  six  or  eight  hours.  The 
result  was  very  satisfactory.  On  two  occasions  the  pure  tinct.  iodine  was 
pencilled  over  the  tumid  portions  of  the  throat.  In  these  instances  leeches 
had  been  premised,  but  die  throat  continued  to  swell ;  the  tincture  checked 
its  progress,  and  in  a  short  time  no  fullness  was  visible  on  the  external 
parts,  and  deglutition  became  easy.  I  am  inclined  to  think  iodine  may 
prove  of  essential  service  in  dissipating  the  anginose  symptoms,  and  as 
opportunity  presents,  I  shall  test  its  efficacy.  Should  evening  exacerba- 
tions run  too  high  after  stimulants  have  been  freely  administered,  two  or  three 
doses  of  ipecac,  with  the  sup.  tart,  potassas,  or  syr.  ipecac,  with  spts.  nit. 
dulc,  have  in  my  hands  been  sufficient  to  calm  the  excitement.  Sinapisms 
frequently  applied  for  a  short  time,  over  the  chest  and  abdomen,  have  a 
remarkable  effect  in  removing  pain  and  uneasiness,  and  controlling  diar- 
rhoea and  laborious  respiration. 

Should  the  diarrhoea  become  profuse  or  worry  the  patient,  the  chalk 
mixture  with  the  comp.  tinct.  cardam.  and  tinct.  opii  added,  has  proved 
a  very  effectual  astringent  and  sedative.  Starch  enemas  with  laudanum 
will  also  materially  assist  in  accomplishing  our  object.  As  for  die  articles 
of  di'ink  which  will  be  most  proper,  as  well  as  agreeable  for  the  patient 
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to  have,  none  can  be  less  objectionable  than  gum  Arabic  dissolved  in 
water,  and  beverages  prepared  from  barley,  toast  bread,  arrow  root,  rice, 
and  Indian  meal.  Acidulated  potations  have  in  many  instances  caused 
much  pain  and  prostration,  and  should  be  indulged  in  with  great  caution. 


SPECULUM  FOR   STRABISMUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  those  gentlemen  who 
are  operating  for  strabismus,  to  a  speculum,  a  drawing  of  which  is 
given  in  the  London  Lancet  for  October  3.  I  have  employed  it  fre- 
quently of  late,  and  find  that,  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant  accustomed  to 
use  it,  the  lid  is  held  by  it  more  securely  and  with  no  more  pain  to  the 
patient,  than  by  the  finger,  while  the  obstruction  occasionally  offered  by  the 
finger  of  the  assistant  in  making  the  incision  through  the  conjunctiva,  is  of 
course  avoided.  In  the  same  article  a  drawing  is  given  of  a  flat  hook  for 
raising  the  muscle  from  the  globe,  which  answers  the  purpose  very  well  if 
dexterously  used,  although  practically  it  has  no  decided  advantage  over  the 
common  round  one.  Mr.  Duffin,  of  London,  originated  the  hook,  and  very 
probably  the  speculum  also,*  though  we  have  long  had  a  speculum  here 
designed  upon  the  same  plan  to  fix  the  lid  by  pressing  against  the  edge  of 
the  tarsus.  It  had,  however,  fallen  into  disuse,  and  we  are  at  least  in- 
debted to  him  for  recalling  it,  and  giving  it  a  more  convenient  handle.  In 
order  to  apply  this  kind  of  speculum  conveniently  in  all  cases,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  several  with  different  curves.  J.  H.  Dix. 
Boston,  Feb.  9th,  184L 
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MEDICAL  CONVENTION  IN  KENTUCKY. 

A  CONVENTION  of  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  was  held  at  Frank- 
fort, Ky.,  on  Monday,  Jan.  11th,  which  was  in  session  two  days,  devising 
plans  for  elevating  the  professional  character  of  the  State.  Dr.  Burr  Har- 
rison, of  Bardsiown,  was  elected  presiding  officer,  Dr.  Drake  having  de- 
clined the  honor.  Dr.  TomUnson,  of  Mercher,  was  made  first  vice  pre- 
sident, and  Dr.  Cross,  of  Lexinston,  the  second  ;  Dr.  Marshall,  of  Mays- 
ville,  corresponding,  and  Dr.  Dickinson,  recording  secretary.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  faculty  of  the  Louisville  Institute,  and  the  Lexington 
Medical  School,  have  not  a  remarkable  degree  of  love  for  each  other — 
being  rival  institutions,  and  each  exerting  all  laudable  means  for  keeping 


*  I  And,  by  a  re-penisnl,  that  Mr.  Diiffln,  whose  communications  on  the  new  operation  for  strabis- 
mus are  the  most  scientific,  iiiul  viiliifibie  I  liave  met  with,  attributes  the  invention  of  this  speculum  not 
to  himself,  but  to  his  friend  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Nottingham. 
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the  head  of  the  other  under  water.  However,  on  this  occasion,  according 
to  our  correspondent,  there  was  nothiii<T  but  sunshine  within  doors.  Drs. 
Caldwell,  Drake,  Yandell,  McDowell,  Flint,  Richardson,  Jarvis,  Sloane, 
represented  Louisville — and  with  power,  too,  for  we  must  acknowledge 
some  of  them  to  be  men  of  great  intellectual  calibre.  From  Lexington, 
there  was  Dr.  Dudley — one  of  the  best  surgical  operators  in  America — a 
quiet,  gentlen)anly  person,  who  has  the  good  judgment  to  know  when  to 
keep  still,  and  therefore  maintains  that  influence  which  a  mind  like  his 
can  always  sustain  in  any  convention.  The  everlasting  talkers — the 
worst  of  all  bores  in  a  medical  meeting  of  any  kind — neither  gain  points 
nor  make  friends.  Dr.  Dudley  has  a  pale  face — the  indications,  says  the 
reporter,  of  waning  health.  His  hair  is  beginning  to  turn  white.  Be- 
fore the  business  of  the  nieeting  was  completed,  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn home  on  account  of  illness.  Dr.  Flint,  a  late  member  of  the  Louis- 
ville College  faculty,  and  formerly  of  this  city,  introduced  the  following 
resolutions  : — 

L  Resolved,  That  it  is  incumbent  on  the  medical  schools  of  the  coun- 
try to  regard  general  scholarship  and  scientific  proficiency  as  one  of  the 
conditions  of  graduation. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  no  individual 
should  be  considered  a  candidate  for  a  diploma  or  certificate  of  medical 
competence,  by  any  faculty  or  body  of  physicians  authorized  to  confer  it, 
who  has  not  devoted  at  least  four  full  years  to  professional  and  scientific 
study,  under  the  direction  of  some  respectable  medical  practitioner  ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that,  if  it  appear  that  he  has  pursued  a  regular  course  of 
study  in  the  arts,  in  some  respectable  college,  or  if  he  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  president  or  faculty  of  such  an  institution,  that  he  has  passed  a 
satisfactory  examination  in  the  reading,  loriting,  and  grammatical  con- 
struction of  the  English  language,  in  the  elements  of  mathematics,  natural 
philosophy,  and  natural  history,  and  in  the  leading  fads  of  geographical 
science,  in  either  of  such  excepted  cases  the  period  of  medical  pupilage 
required  shall  not  exceed  three  full  years,  to  be  passed  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  some  reputable  practitioner. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Trustees  of 
Transylvania  University,  and  to  the  Managers  of  the  Louisville  Medical 
Institute,  the  incorporation  of  the  principles  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
into  their  conditions  of  graduation,  and  that  they  require  a  rigid  adherence 
to  them  on  the  part  of  their  respective  faculties,  in  determining  the  qualifi- 
cations of  aspirants  to  the  honors  and  privileges  of  a  degree. 

A  memorial  and  resolutions  were  also  prepared  by  the  Convention,  and 
addressed  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  suggesting  the  passage 
of  a  law  making  it  obligatory  "  that  every  practitioner  of  medicine,  of  what- 
ever class  or  denomination,  who  administers  or  practises  physic  within  the 
Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  shall  furnish  a  written  prescription  or  me- 
morandum of  every  and  all  medicines  that  he  may  administer  or  cause  to 
be  administered  ;  setting  forth  in  intelligible  English,  Latin,  or  technical 
terms,  the  constituent,  or  if  a  compound,  the  constituents,  and  the  quanti- 
ties by  weight  or  measure  of  each  ingredient  of  every  dose  prescribed  ; 
whether  the  medicines  be  furnished  or  ordered  by  himself  with  his  name 
subscribed  thereto.  For  failure  in  which,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  S —  tor 
each  and  every  offence.  And  also  that — no  apothecary,  or  any  other  per- 
son, shall  vend,  or  in  any  w-ay  dispose  of,  any  medicine  or  medicines 
within  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  without  an  accompanying  writ- 
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ten  or  printed  statement  of  the  constituent,  or  if  a  compound  the  con- 
stituents ;  stating  the  quantities  by  weight  or  measure  of  each  ingredient 
contained  in  a  dose,  under  the  penaUy  of  $ —  for  each  and  every  offence  ; 
except  when  prescribed  under  signature." 

The  prefatory  remarks  to  this  prayer,  on  the  enormous  evil  of  nostrums 
and  medicine  mongers  generally,  were  trite,  though  appropriate ;  but, 
after  all,  the  true  and  efficient  mode  of  overcoming  the  monstrous  amount 
of  quackery  which  assails  the  community,  is  not  to  mind  it.  Enact  edicts 
and  penalties  against  the  sale  or  administration  of  patent  pills,  and  the 
demand  would  be  increased  a  hundred  fold,  and  the  people  would  cry  out 
persecution  with  a  loud  voice.  Let  those  who  want  the  services  of  na- 
tural bonesetters,  who  are  eager  to  purchase  Mrs.  Gardner's  liverwort 
syrup,  the  matchless  sanative,  or  any  mixture  from  an  irresponsible  source, 
gratify  their  wishes.  In  Massachusetts  no  one  interferes,  except  by  dif- 
fusing general  information,  with  these  notorious,  barefaced  cheatings  ;  it 
is  left  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  to  do  precisely  as  they  list.  Thus 
there  is  peace  and  plenty,  and  physicians  are  nowhere  more  highly 
estimated. 


hisane  Hospital  of  Maine. — Of  the  system  of  regulations  in  this  insti- 
tution, and  the  rules  for  the  admission  of  patients,  we  certainly  think  well. 
The  plan  of  organization  is  admirable,  and  so  is  the  location,  at  Augusta 
— and  we  see  no  reason  why  the  institution  should  not  take  a  high  rank 
and  confer  great  benefit  on  the  unfortunate,  reason-bereft  patients  of 
Maine. 

While  making  preparations  for  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Knapp's  report,  a 
com.inunication  was  received,  which  reviews  the  report  with  considerable 
severity.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  anything  in  relation  to  the 
hospital  or  its  administration,  beyond  the  official  document.  If  there  are 
two  sides  to  the  story,  they  should  both  be  exhibited.  Patients  were  first 
received  Oct.  14th,  and  there  were  30  under  treatment  on  the  30lh  of 
Dec.  The  Directors  make  the  following  statement:  "  We  consider  the 
hospital  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  the  persons  to  whom  its 
internal  management  is  committed.  The  superintendent  exhibits  not  only 
that  peculiar  development  of  intellect,  tilting  him  for  investigating  the 
nature,  causes  and  cure  of  diseases  of  the  mind,  but  that  urbanity,  kind- 
ness and  affectionate  spirit,  which  cannot  fail  to  secure  to  him  all  the  re- 
spect, confidence  and  afTeclion  which  the  unfortunate  persons  committed 
lo  his  care  are  capable  of  entertaining."  Surely,  this  is  an  estimable 
character.  Since  we  are  bound,  in  furthering  the  great  objects  of  legiti- 
mate medical  science,  to  give  all  respectable  writers  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  on  mooted  points,  we  could  not  avoid  this  allusion  to  the 
communication,  nor  withhold  the  praise  of  the  board  of  directors,  who 
oufht  to  be  wholly  and  decidedly  impartial  in  their  public  labors  and  docu- 
ments. Perhaps,  had  the  paper  here  referred  lo,  been  at  hand  more  sea- 
sonably, it  would  have  had  a(hnission  ;  but  according  to  the  request  of  the 
writer,  as  it  cannot  be  inserted  this  week,  it  is  laid  aside. 


Dr.  Ticknor''s  Address. — It  is  customary  for  one  of  the  board  of  exa- 
miners, at  Yale  College,  to  deliver  an  address  aimually  to  the  candidates 
for  degrees  and  licenses,  at  the  close  of  the  medical  lectures.  The  pro- 
sent  season   it  devolved  upon  Luther  Ticknor,  M.D.,   of  Salisbury,  Ct.,  a 
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brother  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Caleb  Ticknor,  of  New  York,  to  perform 
this  pleasant  service.  As  far  as  we  have  had  an  opportunity  for  examina- 
tion, it  appears  to  be  a  sen^ble,  well-timed  discourse,  which  must  have 
been  received  with  feelings  of  deep  respect  for  the  excellent  man  who 
stood  before  them.  On  the  12th  page  are  some  sage  remarks  on  the 
modern  arts  and  tricks  for  obtaining  professional  business,  which  deserve 
to  be  widely  circulated.  All  that  follows,  on  the  course  of  life  to  be  led 
by  a  young  physician,  to  make  himself  just  what  the  community  have  a 
right  to  expect  of  him,  shows  that  Dr.  Ticknor  is  no  stranger  to  the  human 
heart,  nor  to  the  duties  peculiar  to  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  And  he 
clearly,  and  in  forcible  language,  too,  points  the  way  to  usefulness,  hap- 
piness and  heaven. 


Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. — Dr.  Howe,  the  superintendent,  with 
his  accustomed  politeness,  has  sent  us  the  report  for  1841,  which  is  filled, 
as  usual,  with  important  details,  of  profound  interest  to  the  blind,  and  to 
the  well-wishers  of  this  valuable  institution.  It  appears  that  every  depart- 
ment is  conducted  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public.  An  interesting 
and  detailed  account  of  the  progress  in  knowledge  of  the  unfortunate 
Laura  Bridgman,  whose  peculiar  case  has  been  alluded  to  in  former 
volumes  of  this  Journal,  is  appended  to  the  report,  and  as  it  has  been  ex- 
tensively copied  into  the  newspapers,  has  probably  been  seen  by  most  of 
our  readers. 

Hudson  Lunatic  Asylum. — During  the  year  1S40,  84  patients  have  been 
under  the  care  of  Drs.  S.  &  G.  H.  White,  the  proprietors  of  this  Institu- 
tion, to  wit : — Recent  cases,  25;  chronic  do.,  54  ;  intemperate,  5. 

Of  the  18  recejit  cases  that  were  removed  during  the  year,  14  recovered, 
2  improved,  2  died.  Of  the  27  chronic  cases  removed,  7  recovered,  10 
much  improved,  5  improved,  2  stationary,  3  died.  Of  the  3  intemperate 
removed,  1  reformed,  2  unreformed.  Remaining  under  treatment  January 
1,  1841,  36. 

Since  the  opening  of  this  Institution,  a  period  of  ten  years  and  a  half, 
503  patients  have  been  admitted.  The  quiet  patients  continue  to  enjoy 
the  beneficial  effects  of  family  worship,  as  heretofore. 

This  information  is  derived  from  a  newspaper,  and  presumed  to  be  an 
abstract  from  a  full  report.  If  such  is  the  fact,  the  proprietors  would  con- 
fer a  favor  by  directing  a  copy  to  this  office.  No  statistics  are  of  more 
value  to  the  profession  than  those  relating  to  the  insane.  The  Doctors 
White  have  long  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the  community,  and 
have  succeeded  in  an  individual  enterprise  involving  great  care  and 
perseverance. 

The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  XXIII.  will  be  sent  out  with  the  next  No. 
of  the  Journal. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  13,  31.— Males,  16.  Females,  15.  Stillborn,  3. 
Of  consumption,  5 — scarlet  fever,  1 — brain  fever,  2 — inflamnrntion  of  the  stomach,  1 — smallpox,  1 — 
rheumatic  fever,  1— fits,  3— suicide,  1— anaemia,  1— fracture  of  the  thigh,  1— lung  fever,  2— influenza,  1 
— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — infantile,  2 — liver  complaint,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — insaue,  1 — 
dropsy,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1. 


MASSACHUSETTS  IMEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

A  SPECIAL  mectins  of  the  Counsellors  of  this  Society  will  be  held  at  their  room,  AthenaMim  building. 
Pearl  street,  ou  Thursday,  the  Itilh  iust.,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  consider  a  comuiuuication  from  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature.  F  17—1  GEO.  W.  OTIS,  JR.,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
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TREMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  annual  instructions  of  the  Treuioiit-street  Medical  Sclinol,  for  private  pupils,  will  commence  on 
the  first  (Ihv  of  Septenber,  consisting  of  lectures  and  examinations  in  the  different  branches  of  pro- 
fessional study — as  follows  : 

A  course  of  Lectures  and  Examinations  on  Anatomy,  in  September  and  October,  by  Dr.  Reynolds, 
preparatory  to  the  Winter  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College 

A  course^  of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  including  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  by  Dr.  Re>iiolds.  This  course  consists  of  one  hundred  lectures,  and  is  continued  nine  months  of 
the  year  during  the  whole  period  of  pupil.ige.  Stated  examinations  are  made  in  the  above  branches — 
and  private  examinations,  if  desired,  of  the  graduating  class. 

Lectures  aud  Examinations  in  Phvsiology^and  Pathology,  with  a  distinct  course  upon  Auscultation, 
by  Dr.  Hoi  nes,  who  will  also  deliver,  if  time  permits,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Surgical  Anatomy  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  weekly  examinations  on  the 
same  branches  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  above  course  is  illustrated  by  practical  mani- 
pulations with  the  manikin.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide  the  pupils  with  obstetric  cases 
as  ollen  as  may  be  necessary  to  familiarise  them  with  this  branch  of  practice. 

The  departments  of  Theory  and  Practice  o(  Medicine,  and  Materia  Medica,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Bigelow — who  will  visit  the  Hospital  with  the  pupils,  for  practical  observation  of 
disease,  and  clinical  instruction.  The  exploration  of  the  chest  in  diseases  of  the  thoracic  organs,  is 
made  the  subject  of  particular  attention  in  these  visits. 

Practical  Anatomy  has  always  been  a  primary  object  in  this  school,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  a  pertnanent  supply  of  subjects  from  November  to  April.  The  teachers  will  avail  themselves  of 
occasional  opportunities  to  show  the  |)upils  interesting  cases  in  private  practice — and  operations  in 
Surgery  and  Ophthalmic  Disease.  The  pupils  may  attend  dailyon  the  practice  of  the  physicians  or 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  aiid  Ear  Infirmary. 

Convenient  rooms,  light  and  fuel,  are  provided  by  the  instructers. 

.JACOB  BIGELOW, 
EDWARD  REY.NOLDS, 

Boston,  June  2i,18i0.  eplmeopein  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  \\  .  HOLMES. 

VER.MONT   :\1EDICAL   COLLEGE.    AT   WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  annual  course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
March  next,  and  contintie  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  -        -  Henry  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Phvsiology,  by         .......  Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         .......  Hon.  Jacob  Collamer,  A.M. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        -        -        -        -        -  Lvmw  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Chemistry  aud  Natural  History,  by        -        -        -        .        -  Aloxzo  Clarke,  M.D. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  .....  b.  r.  Palmer,  M.D. 

Fees — for  the  course,  .§50.     For  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures  at  a 

regular  institution,  $10.     Graduation  fee,  SIS.  NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 
fVoodstock,  l^t.,  Jan.  1st,  iSil.                                    Jan.  6. — 8t  Secretary. 

FLETCHER'S    TRUSS. 

The  following  recommendation  of  this  truss  has  lately  been  received  by  the  proprietor. 

The  sub-cril)er  having  made  frequent  trials  of  the  truss  invented  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  has  no  hesitation 
in  saying  thai  he  regards  it  as  superior  to  most  instruments  of  the  kind  now  in  use,  with  which  he  is 
acfiuainted.  Its  advantages  consist  in  the  size  and  form  of  the  pad,  the  ease  with  which  it  is  moved,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  the  pressure  is  increased  or  diminished.  It  is  moreover  in  his  opinion  as 
well  calculated  as  any  other  to  produce  radical  cure  of  Hernia.  Geo.  Havward. 

Boston,  Jan.  "t/i,  18-11.  Jan.  13.— 

The  subscriber  gives  notice  that  being  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  hernia,  he  will  attend  (agreea- 
t)ly  to  an  arrangement  with  the  proprietor)  to  the  applying  of  the  above  highly-recommended  truss  in 
the  variety  of  rupture  lor  which  it  is  designed.  Persons  requiring  such  assistance  can  be  retired  and 
receive  suitable  attention  free  of  extra  expense. 

A  liberal  discount  will  be  made  to  wholesale  purchasers.  EDWARD  FRANCIS, 

No.  16  Howard  st.  near  Court  St.,  Boston. 


ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Db.  Haynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  ollicc.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4 — without,  $3,.5().  By  addressing  the 
publisher.  No.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A  19 

The  Supporters. may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  .\.  Hampton  ;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  D.  Crosby, 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Kingston ;  L.  Bartlett,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  II.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  <k  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

Of  every  varie    •   '^olli  English  and  American,  for  sale  loir,  by 

N.  I's.— ep.3ii  BREWERS,  STEVENS  <t  CUSHING,  Nos.  90  and  92  Washington  St. 

THE  BOSTON  MEI)IC.\L  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Kranklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paiil.  It  is  also  published  in  Monlhlv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Eclilor.  Price  .'!i.'J,OI)  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
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GANGREiNE   OF   THE   LUiNGS. 

FKosi  DR.  Gerhard's  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  lungs. 

Tfiis,  like  gangrene  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  may  occur  either  as  a 
primarv  or  secondary  affection.  When  primary,  it  is  probably  owing  to 
an  aheration  in  the  condition  of  the  blood,  which,  being  rendered  unfit  lor 
nutrition,  can  no  longer  support  the  vitality  ot"  the  parts.  It  occurs  as  a 
secondary  affection  in  cases  of  asthenic  pneumonia.  The  anatomical 
characters  of  the  gangrene  are  nearly  the  same  in  both  forms,  although, 
when  it  is  in  its  secondary  form,  the  tissue  is  at  first  hard  and  congested, 
and  is  seated  in  the  midst  of  an  inflamed  parenchyma,  while,  in  the  pri- 
mary form,  it  is  merely  infiltrated  with  a  thin,  serous  liquid,  whicii  is  evi- 
dently in  a  state  of  incipient  gangrene,  and  gives  rise  to  the  foetor  of  the 
breath  met  with  even  in  the  first  stage  of  the  affection. 

In  the  second  stage,  the  tissue  begins  to  break  down,  and  gangrenous 
matter  is  expectorated  ;  next,  the  bronchial  tubes  slough  off,  and  nothing 
is  left  in  a  sound  state  but  the  vessels :  these  resist  the  destructive  process 
for  a  long  time ;  and  on  examination  after  death  they  are  usually  seen 
traversing  the  cavity  ;  however,  after  a  while,  they,  too,  are  destroyed, 
and  their  destruction  sometimes  gives  rise  to  a  haemorrhage  which  destroys 
the  patient,  although  generally  the  blood  has  ceased  to  circulate  through 
them  before  they  slough,  and  little  or  no  haemorrhage  ensues.  The  sputa 
and  breath  in  this  stage  of  the  disease  are  pathognomonic ;  they  are  both 
exceedingly  foetid,  and  the  disease  can,  on  this  account,  be  easily  distin- 
guished fi'oni  any  other.  There  are  two  varieties  of  the  gangrenous  sputa  : 
one  consists  of  a  dark,  thin  liquid,  which  somewhat  resembles  tobacco 
juice  or  liquorice,  occasionally  containing  small  pieces  of  black,  gan- 
grenous lung ;  the  other  consists  of  a  grayish-yellow,  pasty  fluid,  which 
is  probably  a  mixture  of  pus  and  gangrenous  liquid ;  the  latter  occurs 
most  frequently  in  cases  following  pneumonia :  both,  however,  are  ex- 
tremely foetid,  though  the  odor  differs  slightly.  In  some  cases  of  phthisis 
the  sputa  resemble  the  second  variety,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  these 
cases  the  tuberculous  portion  of  the  lung  becomes  gangrenous. 

The  third  stage  begins  with  the  formation  of  a  cavity,  which  continues 
to  increase  for  some  time,  and  may  go  as  far  as  to  involve  a  lobe,  or  even 
nearly  the  whole  of  one  lung.  After  the  formation  of  the  cavity,  the 
sputa  are  nearly  the  same,  consisting  of  a  thin,  foetid  fluid,  frequently 
stained  with  blood,  which  flows  from  the  sphacelated  vessels.  When  the 
case  termmates  fatally,  the  sputa  increase  in  quantity,  and  the  patient 
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gradually  sinks  until  he  is  completely  exhausted,  and  death  ensues.  But 
when  the  disease  terminates  favorably,  the  following  changes  take  place: 
the  gangrenous  poition  of  the  lung  is  first  circumscribed  by  a  membrane 
which  separates  it  from  tlie  surrounding  healthy  tissue.  As  the  gangrenous 
portion  sloughs  away,  this  membrane  is  left  as  a  lining  to  the  cavity,  and 
secretes  pus  ;  therefore,  we  find  the  latter  fluid  at  first  mixed  with  the  gan- 
grenous sputa,  and  supplanting  it  entirely  when  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
portion  has  been  removed.  As  the  inflammation  subsides,  the  membrane 
assumes  the  character  of  a  mucous  membrane,  and  at  last  becomes  similar 
to  that  lining  smaller  tubes  and  air-vesicles,  which  resembles  very  closely 
the  serous  membranes  in  the  delicacy  of  its  texture.  If  the  cavity  is  ex- 
cluded, the  lining  membrane  being  no  longer  exposed  to  the  stimulus  of 
the  air,  loses  its  mucous  character  entirely,  and  we  find  a  cyst  lined  with 
a  membrane,  which  is  almost  serous,  and  nearly  similar  to  that  found  in 
the  brain  and  elsewhere  after  cicatrization  ;  this  may  continue  during  the 
remainder  of  the  existence  of  the  individual,  or  be  gradually  obliterated 
by  the  formation  of  cellular  tissue.  After  the  entire  cure  of  the  gangrene, 
tlie  tissue  involved  is  more  or  less  dense,  and  contains  less  than  the  na- 
tural proportion  of  air. 

The  local  signs  of  this  disease  are  the  cough,  expectoration,  and  foetor 
of  breath.  The  cough  at  first  resembles  that  of  ordinary  catarrh,  but  as 
the  disease  advances,  it  becomes  looser  and  paroxysmal  in  its  character, 
which  is  produced  by  the  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  bronchial  tubes  re- 
quiring a  violent  effort  to  throw  it  off",  which  ceases  as  soon  as  this  is  ac- 
complished, and  the  paroxysm  does  not  recur  until  the  accumulation  of 
fluid  again  renders  this  eftbrt  necessary.  These  fits  of  coughing  are  often 
extremely  distressing  to  the  patient. 

The  physical  signs  are,  in  the  first  stage,  feeble  respiration  and  a  moist 
rhonchus,  generally  either  the  mucous  or  the  sub-crepitant ;  the  percus- 
sion is  either  natural  or  a  little  dull.  They  are  not,  therefore,  cha- 
racteristic. 

As  the  disease  advances,  we  find  the  usual  signs  of  a  cavity,  viz. : 
cavernous  respiration,  a  loose  gurgling  and  cavernous  resonance  of  the 
voice,  or  pectoriloquy ;  the  last,  however,  is  not  so  clear  as  in  phthisis, 
unless  the  cavity  should  be  large,  and  near  the  surface  of  the  lung,  for  the 
quantity  of  liquid  in  the  cavity,  and  the  softness  of  its  parietes,  deaden 
the  resonance.  When  cicatrization  takes  place,  we  find  merely  feebleness 
of  respiration,  which  gradually  diminishes,  but  does  not  entirely  disappear. 
If  the  liquid  is  discharged  from  the  cavity  in  its  early  stages,  the  ca- 
vernous respiration  and  resonance  of  the  voice  are  rendered  much  clearer. 

The  general  signs  are  the  following :  there  is  usually  considerable  fever 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  with  a  small,  frequent,  irritable  pulse ; 
sometimes  the  pulse  is  exceedingly  feeble.  The  fever  is  only  important 
as  it  is  connected  with  the  prognosis,  which  is  very  unfavorable  when  the 
fever  is  high,  and  tlu;  gangrene  is  progressing ;  but  if  the  disease  do  not 
advance,  the  fever  is  unimportant.  There  is  an  almost  complete  loss  of 
appetite,  produced  by  the  nauseating  character  of  the  gangrenous  liquid 
which  is  swallowed  by  the  patient,  who  often  has  diarrhoea  from  the  same 
cause.     The  skin  is  pale,  and  usually  lead-colored  in  the  advanced  stage, 
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which  is  observed  in  almost  all  cases  of  gangrene,  whatever  part  of  the 
body  may  be  affected.     Very  often  there  is  extreme  dyspnoea. 

Proirnosis. — As  an  ordinary  resuk,  about  one  half  of  those  attacked 
will  die.  In  hospitals  the  mortality  is  rather  greater,  amounting  to  three 
fifths,  while  in  private  practice  it  is  probably  ahout  two  fifths. 

Diao;nosis. — Tlie  only  padiognomonic  characters  of  gangrene,  are  the 
fcetid  breath,  and  expectoration  of  the  patient.  When  these  occur  as  an 
acute  disorder,  or  supervene  suddenly  upon  a  chronic  one,  they  are  quite 
characteristic  of  the  disease.  If  they  occur  slowly,  and  continue  for  a 
long  period,  they  depend  upon  a  vitiated  secretion  of  the  bronchial  mem- 
brane, caused  by  chronic  bronchitis ;  but  this  either  never  occurs  in  acute 
inflammations  of  the  lungs,  or  is  so  rare  as  not  to  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count. Numerous  as  are  the  cases  of  gangrene  which  I  have  met  with 
in  hospital  practice,  I  do  not  recollect  a  case  in  which  the  foetid  sputa 
arose  from  simple  bronchitis.  The  other  signs  of  the  disease  are  common 
to  it  and  some  other  affections  of  the  lungs  ;  but  the  rapidity  of  the 
softening,  and  the  formation  of  a  large  cavity  in  a  short  period,  occur  so 
seldom  except  from  gangrene,  that  these  signs  are  very  good  indications 
of  the  disease. 

Causes. — About  these  it  will  be  proper  to  say  a  word  or  two  before 
going  farther.  The  proximate,  and  at  times  mainly  predisposing  cause  of 
this  affection,  is  an  altered  condition  of  the  blood,  which  becomes  thin, 
and  probably  is  vitiated  in  some  unknown  manner,  which  frequently  coin- 
cides •.vitli  a  local  inflammation.  The  ultimate  causes  are  intemperance, 
indulgence  in  food  of  an  unnutritious  nature.  An  attack  of  some  acute 
disease,  most  frequently  pneumonia,  is  the  immediate  exciting  cause  in 
rather  more  than  half  the  cases;  in  others,  the  disease  is  general,  and 
arises  from  the  fluids  alone.  In  both  cases  gangrene  of  the  lungs  at  times 
follows  that  of  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Treatment. — This  is  not  in  most  cases  antiphlogistic,  but  supporting  in 
its  character,  tonics  and  stimulants  being  required.  When  you  detect 
the  occurrence  of  gangrene,  you  must  use  all  the  means  that  you  possess 
to  support  the  strength  of  the  patient,  who  is  in  a  short  time  very  much 
prostrated  ;  for  this  purpose  you  must  administer  stimulants  and  tonics, 
with  the  free  use  of  porter,  wine,  and  nutritious  food.  This  is  the  best 
and  almost  only  mode  of  treatment.  There  is  a  remedy,  however,  which 
I  have  used  in  addition,  and,  I  think,  with  some  benefit,  viz.,  chlorine  ;  I 
give  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  solution  of  the  chloride  of  soda 
every  three  or  four  hours  ;  if,  however,  there  is  disposition  to  diarrhoea  in 
the  patient,  he  will  bear  very  little  of  it.  In  addition  to  the  internal  use 
of  chlorine,  I  place  near  the  patient's  bed,  vessels  containing  chloride  of 
lime,  which  adds  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  patient  and  his  attendants. 
Opium  is  necessary  in  some  cases  of  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  to  check  the 
violent  paroxysms  which  return  so  frequently  as  to  fatigue  the  patient  ex- 
tremely ;  but  it  should  be  given  sparingly,  for  it  has  the  disadvantage  of 
checking  the  secretions  of  the  lungs  ;  hence  it  should  be  administered  in 
the  smallest  possible  quantity,  and  even  then  may  be  combined  with 
senega  and  ipecacuanha,  unless  the  nausea  should  be  excessive. 

The  indications  for  the  treatment  of  gangrene  are,  therefore,  extremely 
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simple ;  a  generous,  supporting  diet  and  treatment,  with  blisters,  and,  in  a 
few  cases,  cupping  to  the  chest,  to  check  the  intercurrent  and  accompany- 
ing inflammation,  constitutes  our  main  reliance,  but  the  chances  of  suc- 
cess are  greatly  increased  by  the  accessary  remedies,  some  of  which  I 
have  mentioned.  The  absolute  antiphlogistic  treatment  is  decidedly  bad, 
and  of  the  remedies  which  are  classed  under  this  head,  none  is  more  posi- 
tively mischievous  than  mercury  and  its  various  preparations. — Medical 
Examiner. 


REVIEW   OF   DR.   GROSS'S    PATHOLOGICAL    ANATOMY. 

[Continued  from  page  26.] 

We  come  now  to  the  last  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  work,  namely, 
the  "  Heterologous  Formations.''''  These  are  four,  viz..  Tubercle,  Me- 
lanosis, Scirrhus  and  Encephaloid.  Although  we  are  not  very  well 
pleased  with  the  caption  of  this  chapter,  or  the  classification  adopted,  yet, 
as  the  author  is  so  faithful  in  his  descriptions,  and  has  illustrated  these  four 
formations  by  most  beautiful  lithographic  engravings,  we  are  disposed 
upon  the  whole  to  pronounce  it  the  best  chapter  in  the  first  part  of  the 
work.  Products  are  called  heterologous  because  they  have  no  resem- 
blance to  the  natural  tissues ;  but  it  is  a  fact  which  the  author  himself 
mentions,  that  tubercle  bears  some  analogy  to  fibro-cartilage,  encephaloid 
to  the  brain,  melanosis  to  the  coloring  matter  of  the  skin,  and  scirrhus  to 
the  dermoid  texture.  Our  principal  objection,  however,  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  these  products  under  one  head,  is  that  it  is  a  commingling  of  or- 
ganizable  and  unorganizable  substances.  Scirrhus  and  encephaloid  are 
evidently  organizable  ;  tubercle  probably  is  not ;  and  melanosis  certainly 
is  not.  The  arrangement  of  Andral  we  like  much  better.  He  includes 
pus,  tubercle,  melanosis,  cirronosis,  fatty,  gelatinous,  saline,  and  coloring 
substances  under  the  head  of  Unorg-anizable  Secretions  ;  and  false  mem- 
brane,  .scirrhus,  sarcoma  of  different  kinds,  encephaloid  and  fungus  haema- 
todes  (the  four  latter  being  different  names  for  the  same  thing),  with  the 
hydatids  and  entozon  in  general,  under  the  head  of  Organizable  Secre- 
tions. Such  an  arrangement  seems  to  us  to  be  more  systematic  and  scien- 
tific than  the  one  adopted  by  Prof.  Gross. 

The  first  formation  spoken  of  is  tubercle.  This  is  defined  to  be  a  small 
solid  tumor,  of  an  irregularly  spherical  figure,  more  or  less  opaque,  of  a 
pale  yellowish  color,  seldom  exceeding  the  volume  of  a  pea,  susceptible 
of  organization,  and  composed  of  a  peculiar  scrofulous  matter,  w  hich 
sooner  or  later  undergoes  a  process  of  softening.  Jt  occurs  in  every  or- 
gan of  the  body,  but  most  frequently  in  the  bronchial  ganglia,  lungs, 
mesenteric  ganglia,  and  small  intestines ;  oftener  between  the  ages  of  20 
and  40  than  at  any  other  period,  affecting  many  of  the  lower  animals  as 
well  as  the  human  species.  The  chemical  composition  of  tubercle  varies, 
as  the  author  shows  by  the  discrepant  statements  of  two  distinguished 
medical  phiKj-^opliers.  According  to  Dr.  Hecht  it  consists  of  (!qual  parts 
ol"  albumen,  fiiiiin  and  gelatine;  according  to  Thenard,  100  parts  con- 
tained 93  of  albumen  and  ^Z  of  muriate  of  soda  with  phosi)hatb  aad  car- 
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bonate  of  lime.  The  autlinr  thinks  that  the  existence  of  fibrin  assimi- 
lates tubercle  to  the  lulvenlilious  membranes  of  serous  and  mucous 
textures.  Why  may  not  melanosis,  then,  be  assimilated  to  false  mem- 
brane ?  It  contains  a  small  portion  of  fibrin,  and  yet  the  author  con- 
siders it  decidedly  unorganizable. 

There  are  four  forms  of  tubercle,  viz.,  the  miliary,  the  encysted,  the 
infiltrated,  and  the  stratiform.  These  difterent  forms  are  iliusti-ated  by 
figures  in  a  very  beautiful  style.  The  inflannnatory  origin  of  tubercle  is 
ably  and  zealously  contended  for,  and  the  hydatic  origin  rejected.  "  Af- 
ter much  reflection,  however,  upon  the  subject,  and  from  careful  and  re- 
peated examinations  of  tubercles  in  different  organs  of  the  body,  in  dif- 
ferent individuals,  and  in  different  stages  of  their  development  and  growth, 
I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  the  lieterologous  formations  are  originally 
nothing  but  a  species  of  coagulating  lymph,  thrown  out  as  an  effect  of 
inflammatory  irritation,  and  modified  in  its  character  according  to  the  tis- 
sues in  whicli  it  is  deposited." 

The  organization  of  tu!)ercle  is  next  discussed,  and  notwithstanding  our 
prejudices  against  the  author,  we  must  acknowledge  that  he  has  presented 
some  very  convincing  facts  and  plausible  arguments  in  support  of  his 
position. 

'•Thus,  then,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  proposition,  that,  when  the 
tubercular  matter  is  deposited  upon  the  larger  mucous  surfaces,  it  is  not 
susceptible  of  organization  ;  whilst,  when  it  is  effused  into  the  cavities  of 
the  cellular  tissue,  into  the  air-vesicles  of  the  lungs,  and  into  the  intermole- 
cular  spaces  of  our  organs,  it  may,  and  often  does,  become  '  part  and  par- 
cel '  of  the  living  frame.  Within  the  last  two  years,  I  have  examined 
not  less  than  six  specimens  of  organized  tubercles,  one  occurring  in  the 
kidney,  two  in  the  spleen,  one  in  the  peritoneum,  and  two  in  the  lungs. 
They  were  taken  mostly  from  children  under  twelve  months  of  age. 
The  tubercles  were  of  the  miliary  kind,  and  numerous  vessels,  loaded 
with  florid  blood,  could  be  seen  shooting  into  them  in  every  possible  di- 
rection, many  of  them  penetrating  a  considerable  distance  into  their  sub- 
stance. Their  v^ascular  supply  would  thus  seem  to  be  derived  from  the 
tissues  in  which  they  are  deposited  ;  and  this,  in  the  generality  of  cases, 
is  no  doubt  true;  nevertheless,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  they  occa- 
sionally possess  a  self-organizing  power,  analogous  to  that  of  the  adventi- 
tious membranes  in  the  splanchnic  cavities." 

The  second  heterologous  formation  treated  of,  is  melanosis,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Laennec,  is  "  a  homogeneous  substance,  very  similar  in  its  struc- 
ture and  consistence  to  a  bronciiial  gland,  of  a  deep  black  color,  opaque, 
humid,  and  slightly  unctuous  to  the  touch."  In  its  chemical  composition 
it  is  analogous  to  the  blood.  It  is  miscible  with  water  and  alcohol,  and 
assumes  occasionally  a  brown  and  yellowish  color.  In  its  consistence  it 
varies  from  ink  to  fibro-cartilage.  Three  varieties  are  described  and  illus- 
trated by  well-colored  engravings,  viz.,  the  tuberoid,  the  lamellated,  and 
the  dot-like.  The  tissues  most  liable  to  it  are  the  cellular  and  adipous, 
and  the  organs  most  frequently  affected  are  the  liver,  lungs  and  ovaries. 
Probably  there  is  a  melanotic  diathesis  in  some  cases.  Melanotic  matter 
is  probably  always  poured  out  in  the  liquid  form,  and  afterwards  becomes 
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inspissated  by  the  absorption  of  its  thinner  particles.  Respecting  the 
causes  of  the  disease,  the  author  says  "  nothing  can  be  said  to  be  known 
with  any  degree  of  certainty." 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  second  section  of  the  last  chapter.  We 
expected,  after  reading  the  general  view  contained  in  the  first  section  of 
the  formation  of  heterologous  substances,  that  the  author  would  have  ad- 
vocated the  occasional  organization  of  melanosis — and  could  not  have  had 
any  hesitation  in  assigning  as  its  cause  "  inflammatory  irritation.''^ 

"  Scirrhus''  comes  next  in  order.  It  is  defined  to  be  "a  hard,  crisp, 
opaque  substance,  of  a  light  grayish  color,  with  dull  yellowish  fibrous 
intersections,  organized,  liable  to  lancinating  pains,  occurring  for  the  most 
part  after  the  middle  period  of  life,  and  passing  sooner  or  later  into  ulcera- 
tion." "  Like  tubercle,  scirrhus  has  its  regular  period  of  growth,  matura- 
tion and  decay."  It  exists  in  several  forms.  It  may  be  tuberoid,  lamel- 
lated,  inflltrated,  and  varies  in  its  arrangement  so  as  to  resemble  the 
mamma,  the  pancreas,  fibrous  texture,  gelatine  and  adipose  texture.  It 
consists  of  albumen,  gelatine  and  fibrin  in  various  proportions,  and  is 
considered  analogous  to  tubercle.  It  attacks  a  number  of  organs  simul- 
taneously or  in  succession,  the  parts  most  liable  to  it  being  the  glandular 
structure.  It  has,  in  the  opinion  of  our  author,  a  self-organizing  power — a 
proper  as  well  as  a  collateral  circulation.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
that  he  believes  it  is  always  the  result  of  inflammation. 

"Tubercle,  as  we  attempted  to  show  in  a  preceding  section,  is  always 
the  result  of  inflammation ;  and  that  this  is  the  case  likewise  with  scirrhus 
seems  sufficiently  evident  from  what  has  been  stated  in  regard  to  its  ex- 
citing causes.  Very  frequently,  it  is  true,  the  disease  arises  impercep- 
tibly, without  local  injury  or  obvious  constitutional  derangement.  But 
this  certainly  does  not  prove  that  inflammation  is  not  concerned  in  its  pro- 
duction. How  often  do  we  not  find  traces  of  inflammation  after  death, 
without  having  had  the  slightest  indication  of  it  during  life.  The  fact, 
then,  that  it  is  not  manifested  always  by  the  usual  phenomena,  does  not 
invalidate  the  idea  of  its  presence.  The  opinion  that  scirrhous  and  other 
malignant  diseases  are  caused  by  inflammatory  irritation,  is  not  new.  It 
has  been  zealously  inculcated  by  Broussais,  Breschet,  Sanson,  and  other 
pathologists  of  the  French  school,  and  has  likewise  received  the  sanction 
of  several  of  the  most  distinguished  writers  in  Great  Britain,  Germany 
and  Italy.  The  precise  nature  of  this  inflammation  we  cannot  of  course 
define :  all  that  can  be  said  al)out  it  is,  that  it  is  of  a  si)ecific  kind,  and 
gives  rise  to  the  effusion  of  a  fluid  analogous  to  the  fibrin  of  the  blood,  and 
not  very  dissimilar,  consequently,  from  the  matter  of  tubercle.  The  effli- 
sion  that  is  thus  produced  takes  place  in  the  cellular  element  of  our  or- 
gans, the  proper  structure  of  which  it  gradually  transforms,  effaces  or 
destroys." 

The  following  seems  to  be  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter. 

"  From  the  foregoing  remarks,  then,  it  may  be  concluded,  first,  that  scir- 
rhus is  invariably  produced  by  inflammation  ;  secondly,  that  it  has  a  great 
predilection  for  the  glandular  viscera  ;  thirdly,  that  it  rarely  occurs  under 
the  age  of  thirty  ;  fourthly,  that  the  matter  of  which  it  consists  strongly 
resembles  that  of  tubercle ;  and,  in  the  fifth  and  last  place,  that  this  mat- 
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tor  is  deposited  always  into  the  cellular  tissue  of.  our  organs,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  transform,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  their  proper  parenchy- 
matous structure.  After  having  existed  for  some  time,  varying  from  a 
few  months  to  several  years,  the  scirrhous  matter  manifests  a  disposi- 
tion to  become  soft,  the  process  by  which  this  is  effected,  like  that 
of  tubercle,  commencing  at  different  parts  of  the  diseased  mass,  from 
which  it  extends  in  various  directions,  until  the  whole  or  the  greater  por- 
tion of  it  is  broken  up  and  dissolved." 

The  last  section  of  this  last  chapter  is  taken  up  with  a  consideration  of 
"  Encephaloid."  The  following  extracts  will  give  the  reader  an  accurate 
idea  of  its  substance. 

"  The  most  common  seats  of  this  morbid  growth  are  the  bones,  eyes, 
testicles,  liver,  lungs,  kidneys,  uterus,  lymphatic  ganglions,  and  subcu- 
taneous cellular  tissue.  In  infants  it  often  occupies  the  shoulder,  the  re- 
gion of  the  clavicle,  the  side  of  the  chest,  and  the  fore-arm.  In  adults  I 
have  seen  a  number  of  cases  where  it  attacked  the  hand  and  fingers. 
Never  have  I  observed  it  in  the  inferior  extremities  ;  but  that  it  sometimes 
occurs  here,  the  writings  of  pathologists  abundantly  testify.  Encephaloid 
has  likewise  been  noticed  in  the  veins,  especially  in  those  of  the  liver,  of 
the  kidney,  and  the  uterus." 

Three  varieties  are  described  and  illustrated  by  plates:  the  tubcroid, the 
stratiform,  and  the  infiltrated.  The  first  "  appears  in  the  form  of  a  cir- 
cumscribed tumor,  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  muskmelon."  The 
second  is  rare,  and  found  only  in  the  sub-serous  cellular  tissue,  principally 
in  that  of  the  pleura  and  arachnoid,  in  circular  patches,  from  th?  diameter 
of  a  pin-head  to  that  of  an  American  dollar,  of  a  whitish,  cream-like  color, 
tolerably  hard  and  dense,  and  from  the  fourth  of  a  line  to  the  twelfth  of 
an  inch  in  thickness."  The  third  variety  is  also  rare,  and  "  is  seen  princi- 
pally in  the  uterus,  liver  and  lungs,  where  it  forms  small,  irregular  masses, 
of  a  semi-concrete  consistence."  The  consistence  of  encephaloid  varies 
from  cream  to  fibro-cartilage.  It  is  highly  organizable,  and  has  a  proper 
and  collateral  circulation.  As  to  the  origin  of  this  formation,  the  author 
is  disposed  to  the  belief  that  it  is  to  be  sought  in  a  kind  of  vicarious  ac- 
tion, whereby  the  cerebral  matter,  which  should  be  deposited  in  the  brain, 
finds  a  resting  place  "  in  the  meshes  of  the  cellular  element  of  one  or 
more  organs  of  the  body."  "  Encephaloid  is  emphatically  a  disease  of 
early  life."  It  sometimes  lies  dormant  "  until  the  part  receives  some  in- 
jury, when  it  often  grows  with  frightful  rapidity."  "  If  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed, the  diseased  mass  has  a  tendency  to  open  and  protrude,  generally 
by  ulceration,  sometimes  by  sloughing,  and  occasionally  by  the  bursting  of 
an  abscess  situated  in  its  interior." 

"  The  diagnosis  of  an  encephaloid  tumor  can,  in  general,  be  easily  de- 
termined by  its  history,  consistence  and  situation.  In  most  instances,  as 
has  been  already  stated,  the  morbid  mass  is  soft,  elastic,  and  sliiihtly  fluc- 
tuating, with  an  irregularly  loliulated  surface.  The  skin  exhibits  a  pecu- 
Har  glossy  aspect,  and  the  subcutaneous  veins  are  enlarged,  tortuous,  and 
of  a  beautiful  bluish  color.  The  pain  that  attends  it  is  extremely  uncer- 
tain, being  sometimes  scarcely  perceptible,  at  other  times  very  severe, 
sharp  and  lancinating.     Add  to  these  symptoms  the  fact  that  encephaloid 
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is  essentially  a  disease  of  early  life,  and  lliat  it  often  occurs  in  situations 
where  scirrhus  is  never  found,  and  no  difficulty  can  arise  in  coming  to  a 
correct  decision  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis." 

We  are  surprised  to  find  that  the  author  has  omitted  to  mention,  what 
we  suppose  to  be  his  conviction,  that  encephaloid  is  invariably  the  result 
of  inflammation. 

This  closes  what  we  have  to  say  upon  the  first  part  of  Prof.  Gross's 
work — tlie  "  General  Principles."  We  have  heen  as  impartial  as  possi- 
ble in  expressing  our  opinions  upon  his  philosophy  of  morbid  action.  We 
believe  seriously  that  he  errs  in  making  local  inflammation  invariably  the 
punctum  of  disease,  and  this  belief  we  have  not  been  backward  to  ex- 
press. We  believe  the  author  to  be  an  ultraist,  but  not  so  great  a  one  as 
are  the  disciples  of  Broussais.  In  this  respect  he  is  like  every  other  au- 
thor who  presents  himself  as  the  advocate  of  an  exclusive  system,  and  no 
one  but  the  exclusivist  can  adopt  all  his  views.  That  portion  of  the 
"  First  Part "  of  the  work,  which  is  taken  up  with  a  description  of  mor- 
bid structure,  is,  perhaps,  altogether  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  anything  of 
the  kind  in  the  English  language.  We  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Morbid  Anatomy  of  this  part,  but  the  Pathology  we  must  reject,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  untenable. 

We  come  now  to  the  Second  Part,  "  Special  Pathological  Anatomy," 
in  which  the  author  considers,  1,  the  lesions  of  the  blood  and  of  the  tis- 
sues in  general ;  and,  2d,  the  lesions  of  particular  organs.  And  here  we 
shall  not  play  the  part  of  a  fault-finder ;  and  if  any  one  has  already  passed 
sentence  of  condemnation  upon  us,  we  hope  to  find  pardon  by  acting  with 
politeness  in  our  succeeding  criticism.  Dr.  Gross  has,  in  his  Part  II., 
displayed  the  character  of  an  accurate  observer,  and  of  a  learned  and  in- 
telligible writer.  His  descriptions  and  illustrations  of  a  part  in  a  state  of 
disease  are  such  as  to  ])resent  it  immediately  before  the  eye  of  the  reader, 
and  make  him  familiar  with  every  "  part  and  parcel "  thereof.  In 
every  chapter  there  is  something  to  afford  the  attentive  reader  interest 
and  instruction.  We  shall  not  attempt  anything  like  an  accurate  analy- 
sis of  the  part,  but  will  present  such  remarks  and  extracts  as,  we 
think,  will  give  the  reader  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  author's  style 
and  method.  From  the  chapter  on  the  Blood  we  make  the  following 
quotation  : — 

"  Although  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  attach  that  great  importance  to  the 
blood  which  the  advocates  of  the  old  humoral  pathology  did,  yet  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  it  is  decidedly  the  most  essential  fluid  in  the  animal 
economy,  inasmuch  as  it  furnishes  the  various  materials  which  dispense 
vitality  and  nourishment  to  the  different  tissues,  as  well  as  vigor  to  its 
several  organs,  serving  thus,  in  the  expressive  language  of  our  medical 
ancestors,  as  \\\e  pabulum  of  life.  From  it  all  the  solids  are  formed,  and 
all  the  other  liquids  secreted  ;  and  hence  it  may  justly  be  considered  as 
the  basis  of  eveiy  part  of  the  complicated  fabric,  as,  without  it,  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  for  any  growth,  wliether  healthy  or  morbid,  to  take 
place.  Pervading  every  portion  of  tin;  body,  and  penetrating  every  fibre, 
however  miinite,  or  however  constituted — ac(|uiring  constantly  new  pro- 
perties as  it  passes  through  the  lungs,  and  losing  them  again  as  it  mean- 
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dei-s  tlirouo;b  tlic  rest  of  the  system — it  is  in  tiie  hii^hest  degree  probable, 
that,  whilst  it  thus  fertilizes  the  various  structures,  it  may  convey  to  them 
alike  the  elements  of  genc^-al  health  and  of  general  disease.  So  long  as 
it  preserves  its  integriiv.  the  impression  which  it  makes  upon  the  solids 
must  be  of  the  most  salutary  kind,  calculated  to  stimulate  the  whole  ma- 
chine, and  rouse  it  to  the  proper  performance  of  its  functions.  Any  de- 
parture from  this  state,  although  so  slight  as  to  escape  our  notice,  would 
be  followed,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume,  by  a  corresponding  derangement 
in  the  hard  parts.  In  inflammatory  affections,  it  undergoes  most  impor- 
tant changes,  exhibiting  frequently,  as  will  be  presently  seen,  a  peculiar 
butf-colored  aspect :  in  drojisy,  it  is  thin  and  pale,  like  weak  claret ;  in 
plethora,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  thick,  remarkably  tenacious,  firm,  and  of  a 
deep-red  complexion.  If  it  be  imperfectly  elal)orated,  a  morbid  diathesis 
is  established,  which  often  lays  the  foundation  of  mortal  maladies,  and 
which  is  transmitted,  in  many  instances,  from  the  parent  to  the  offspring. 
In  this  way  "  God  visits  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  on  their  children, 
down  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation,"  as  is  exemplified  in  the  heredi- 
tary ])redisposition  to  arthritic  and  tubercular  diseases,  mental  imbecility, 
and  a  host  of  other  disorders,  as  afflicting  to  the  patient  as  they  are  gene- 
rally perplexing  to  the  practitioner.'' 

The  lesions  of  the  three  grand  constituents  of  the  blood,  viz.,  Xhe  fibrin, 
the  hematosine,  and  the  serum,  are  first  described,  and  then  follow  the  le- 
sions of  the  blood  as  a  mass.  Under  the  head  of  changes  of  the  fihrin, 
he  has  considered  two  phenomena;  the  formation,  modification  and  cause 
of  the  buffy  coat,  and  the  want  of  coagulability.  The  following  extract 
presents  the  author's  explanation  of  the  remote  cause  of  the  former,  which 
is  the  best  we  have  ever  seen.  "  In  the  healthy  state  the  fibrin  is  ex- 
ceedingly tenacious,  and  the  red  particles  are  so  intimately  connected 
with  it  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  subside  during  the  coagula- 
tion, however  slowly  this  may  be  effected.  In  inflammatory  affections, 
on  the  contrary,  this  cohesive  property  is  either  greatly  diminished,  or, 
what  is  more  probable,  the  fibrin  loses  its  affinity  for  these  little  bodies, 
which  consequently  gravitate  to  a  greater  or  less  depth  before  the  blood 
separates  into  its  two  grand  constituents.  In  this  manner  the  top  of  the 
crassamentum  is  covered  with  a  buff-colored  layer,  the  thickness  and  den- 
sity of  which  vary  according  to  the  repulsive  power  existing  between  the 
two  elementary  principles  referred  to,  the  intensity  of  the  disease,  the 
general  state  of  the  system,  and  the  extent  of  the  contraction  of  the  in- 
spissated mass." 

Several  interesting  cases  of  hemorrhagic  diathesis  are  recorded  in  this 
chapter,  depending  on  a  want  of  coagulability  in  the  fibrin.  This  want 
is  attributed,  in  part,  "to  the  insufficient  supply  of  nervous  influence, 
upon  the  presence  of  which  the  vitality  of  the  fluid  in  question  depends." 

The  changes  of  the  hematosine,  mentioned  by  the  author,  are  its  spare 
existence,  and  its  black  color  in  cholera,  typhus  and  plague,  the  latter 
attributed  in  part  to  diminution  of  nervous  influence  and  the  abstraction 
of  the  salts  of  the  blood.  Four  alterations  of  the  serum  are  considered, 
viz.,  milky,  oily  and  watery  serum,  and  serum  destitute  of  animal  and 
saline  insredients.     The  affections  of  the  blood  as  a  mass  are  then  taken 
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up,  and  the  consideration  of  these  closes  tlie  chapter.  We  shall  finish 
our  notice  of  this  chapter  by  presenting-  to  the  reader  the  last  paragraph. 

"  To  the  instances  now  cited  (viz.,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  chlorosis,  jaun- 
dice and  scurvy),  numerous  others  might  be  added,  equally  striking  and 
satisfactory,  in  which  the  vital  fluid  is  most  seriously  altered,  and  trans- 
formed into  a  substance  very  different  in  its  character  from  that  observable 
in  the  healthy  state  of  the  economy.  But  to  do  this  would  far  transcend 
the  limits  of  the  present  work,  and  would  be  literally  writing  a  treatise  on 
individual  maladies — a  task  which  I  do  not  feel  disposed,  even  if  this 
were  the  proper  place,  to  undertake.  From  the  facts  that  have  been 
presented  on  this  interesting  subject,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  I  think,  by  any 
one  who  duly  and  impartially  contemplates  it,  that  the  blood  is  a  fruitful 
source  of  disease,  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  is  susceptible  of  various  mor- 
bid impressions,  of  which,  in  many  instances,  it  is  the  primary  and  origi- 
nal seat.  Considering  the  vast  surface  from  which  the  chyliferous  vessels 
imbibe  the  nutritious  matter,  and  the  heterogeneous  nature  of  our  food  and 
drink,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  elements  of  disease  may  thus  readily 
find  their  way  into  the  current  of  the  circulation,  and  establish  a  prejudicial 
action  in  the  solids,  by  which  they  in  turn  are  disordered,  and  thrown  into 
commotions  incompatible  with  the  harmony  and  well-being  of  the  general 
system  or  of  some  of  its  numerous  members,  tied  together  as  they  all  are, 
figuratively  speaking,  by  the  closest  consanguinity." 

Ifit  be  true  that  "  the  elements  of  disease  may  find  their  way  into  the 
circulation  [and  of  this  we  cannot  have  the  least  doubt]  and  establish  a 
prejudicial  action  in  the  solids,"  can  we  fix  upon  any  one  locality  as  a 
starting  point,  and  declare  that  from  that  point  disease  radiates  ;  or  shall 
we  say  that  in  such  cases,  as  in  others,  the  nervous  system  generally  be- 
comes impaired,  the  solids  universally,  or,  at  least,  wherever  capillary  cir- 
culation is  going  forward,  may  receive  the  morbid  impression,  and  thus 
give  rise  to  constitutional  disorder  independent  of  local  inflammation  ? 

[To  be  continued.] 


OPERATION   FOR  LATERAL   CURVATURE    OF  THE   SPINE. 

[The  following  case,  as  reported  in  the  London  Lancet,  by  G.  B.  Childs, 
is  wanting  in  one  important  particular,  namely,  the  result  of  the  operation. 
It  shows,  however,  if  nothing  niore,  that  practitioners  on  the  odier  side  of 
the  Atlantic  are  striving  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  new  mode  of  ope- 
rating for  the  relief  of  various  kinds  of  deformity.] 

The  subject  of  opo^ration  was  a  lad,  17  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
affected  with  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine  three  years  ;  his  business  was 
that  of  a  printer,  in  which  occupation  he  was  daily  employed  in  pulling 
the  press,  whereby  he  was  in  the  habit  of  putting  into  excessive  action  the 
latissimus  dorsi  and  rhomboid  muscles  of  the  right  side,  whilst  those  on 
the  opposite  were  comparatively  inactive ;  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  in  six  months  after  his  apprenticeship  to  the  business  he  began  to  feel 
an  uneasiness,  and,  as  he  described  it,  a  burning  sensation,  in  the  upper 
and  right  side  of  the  back.  This  was  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  an 
enlargement  of  the  right  shoulder,  and  a  lateral  curvature  in  the  dorsal 
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region.  Tliis  continued  to  increase,  so  that  when  he  applied  to  me,  about 
eight  months  since,  the  deformity  was  very  striking.  On  examining  the 
back,  I  found  the  deviation  to  extend  from  the  last  cervical  to  about  the 
sixth  dorsal  vertebra  ;  below  this  tiie  vertebra;  suffered  no  displacement, 
but  occupied  jjrecisely  tlie  mesial  line  of  the  back  ;  a  circumstance  most 
unusual  in  a  case  of  so  long  standing.  The  right  shoulder  was  conside- 
rably elevated  above  its  fellow,  with  a  corresponding  displacement  of  the 
clavicle ;  but  there  was  no  excurvation  of  the  ribs  on  either  side,  they  re- 
taining their  natural  situations. 

The  rhomboid  and  trapezius  muscles  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  by 
bringing  the  fore-arm  across  the  chest  were  so  stretched,  that  a  finger 
could  easily  be  passed  beneath  the  rhomboideus  major.  The  muscles  on 
the  leftside  were  so  diminished  in  bulk,  that  they  could  scarcely  be  traced  ; 
a  circumstance  I  hold  of  great  importance  in  the  operation. 

His  general  health  had  been  good,  with  the  exception  of  enlarged  cer- 
vical glands.  As  his  means  would  not  allow  him  to  adopt  a  regular  course 
of  treatment  for  these  affections,  I  recommended  him  to  keep  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  prone  position,  to  use  my  extension  apparatus,  and  to  em- 
ploy certain  forms  of  exercise. 

In  consequence  of  the  nature  of  his  employment,  he  was  prevented 
from  pursuing  this  course  with  the  regularity  wished,  and  the  right  arm 
was  daily  occupied  in  pulling  the  printing-press.  I  lost  sight  of  him  until 
last  week,  when  he  again  applied  to  me  ;  and,  not  finding  the  slightest  im- 
provement in  the  state  of  his  back,  I  explained  to  him  the  nature  of  an 
operation  which  had  been  performed  by  M.  Guerin,  in  Paris,  and  lately  by 
Dr.  Hunter,  of  Glasgow  ;  and  recommended  him  to  undergo  it,  as  the  only 
probable  means  of  effecting  a  cure,  and,  without  hesitation,  he  assented. 

The  patient  being  placed  in  the  prone  position,  with  the  chest  conside- 
rably elevated,  and  the  head  hanging  over  the  table,  Mr.  Coulson  pro- 
duced extension  of  the  muscles,  on  the  concave  side  of  the  curve,  by 
drawing  the  left  arm  forwards ;  whilst  Mr.  White,  by  raising  the  right 
shoulder  upwards  and  outwards,  kept  the  rhomboid  and  trapezius  on  the 
stretch. 

I  then  introduced  the  knife  (which  was  about  four  inches  in  length  and 
the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  breadth)  as  close  to  the  ribs  as  possible,  midway 
between  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula  and  the  spinal  column,  and  carried 
it  upwards  as  far  as  its  superior  angle  ;  I  then  withdrew  the  knife,  bringing 
its  cutting  edge  in  contact  with  the  anterior  surface  of  the  muscles,  and 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  teguments,  without  wounding  them,  and  in  this 
way  completed  the  operation,  which  occupied  less  than  a  minute.  The 
loss  of  blood  was  trifling,  and  the  patient  complained  of  but  little  pain. 

This  case  is  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  establishes  the  fact,  that  deformi- 
ties of  the  spinal  column  are  not  always  dependent  on  a  diseased  action 
of  the  muscles  on  the  concave  side  of  the  curve,  but  that  many  of  the  occu- 
pations of  life  have  a  tendency  to  produce  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine, 
by  exciting  unequal  power  over  the  antagonizing  muscles,  and  on  one 
side  reversing  their  mode  of  action,  as  was  seen  in  this  case,  the  shoulder 
being  made  a  fixed  point,  towards  which  the  spine  was  forcibly  drawn. 

In  the  curvatures  which  are  met  with  amongst  young  children  and 
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delicate  females,  a  totally  different  cause  is  at  work,  and  the  muscles  on 
the  convex  side  of  the  curve  suffer  a  considerable  diminution  of  bulk  and 
loss  of  power,  in  consequence  of  their  elongation,  being  made  to  take  a 
circular  course  round  the  projecting  vertebrae ;  and,  by  the  same  rule, 
those  on  the  opposite  side,  having  become  shortened,  acquire  an  increase 
of  action,  and  are  firmer  and  stronger. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    FEBRUARY     24,     1841. 


EDWARDS'S  OUTLINES   OF  ANATOMY  AND   PHYSIOLOGY* 

Dr.  Lane  has  executed  a  translation  of  this  volume  from  the  French, 
in  a  most  creditable  manner.  It  was  not  originally  designed  by  the  au- 
thor to  supersede  other  and  more  elaborate  works  on  the  same  interesting 
subjects  ;  but  rather  to  subserve  the  purpose  of  a  class  of  readers  who 
could  not,  as  general  investigators,  study  all  the  intricacies  of  both  sciences 
for  the  sake  of  an  elementary  knowledge  of  either.  Dr.  Lane  seems  to 
have  had  a  just  conception  of  the  author's  views,  and  in  beautiful,  yet 
simple  language,  presented  the  book  in  an  attractive  form  to  his  country- 
men. It  appears  to  have  been  the  translator's  intention  at  one  time,  to 
have  appended  notes,  but  abandoned  it,  because,  on  a  perusal  of  the  text, 
they  seemed  unnecessary.  Although  there  is  a  positive  charm  in  simplicity 
and  in  untramelled  thoughts,  we  can  assure  Dr.  Lane  that  anything  he 
might  have  added,  would  have  been  gratifying  to  that  large  circle  of  per- 
sonal friends  who  know  that  his  literary  and  scientific  qualifications  are 
equal  to  all  undertakings  in  which  he  is  willing  to  engage. 

This  would  be  an  admirable  text-book  for  advanced  classes  in  academi- 
cal institutions.  Nothing  essential  is  passed  over  too  hastily  or  superfi- 
cially ;  nor  any  topics  so  discussed  as  to  excite  a  prejudice  against  the 
general  character  of  the  work,  and  its  fitness  for  such  a  destiny.  But,  af- 
ter all,  students  of  medicine  will  study  it  with  increasing  pleasure  through 
pupilage  and  medical  maturity.  There  is  not  so  much  of  any  subject  as 
to  fatigue  the  mind  ;  nor  so  little  as  to  leave  an  impression  that  it  is  too 
superficial  for  practical  purposes. 

Some  of  the  xylographic  illustrations  are  executed  with  exceeding  neat- 
ness and  accuracy.  Both  the  type  and  paper  are  in  the  style  of  the  house 
of  Messrs.  Little  &  Brown,  whose  reputation  as  publishers  is  not  circum- 
Bcribed  by  the  boundaries  of  New  England.  We  can  only  wish  that  the 
sales  may  equal  the  merits  of  this  valuable,  though  unpretending,  popular 
system  of  anatomy  and  physiology. 


Crania  Americana. — Dr.  Morton's  magnificent  production  is  gaining 
him  an  enviable  scientific  distinction  in  Europe.  Our  exchanges  speak  in 
the  warmest  terms  of  praise — considering  it  an  unsurpassed  labor.  It  is 
about  time  for  another  edition — and  we  venture  to  predict  an  increasing 

*  Outlines  of  Anatomy  and  Pliysioloijv.     Translated  from  the  French  of  II.  Milne  Edwards,  M.D. 
<tc.&c.    By  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  M.D.    Boaioii :  C.  C.  Little  &.  James  Brown.    1841.    Pp.  312,  8vo. 
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demand  for  the  volume,  huge  as  it  is,  for  many  succeeding  years.  The 
following  is  iVom  the  October  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical 
Review  : — 

"  We  have  often  regretted  that  the  opportunities  of  original  research 
which  so  abound  in  a  newly-settled  country  have  been  so  scantily  em- 
braced by  our  medical  brethren  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  in  their 
zeal  for  the  acquirement  of  the  treasures  of  foreign  science,  they  should 
so  far  overlook  those  in  their  own  possession,  of  which  they  may  justly 
be  called  upon  to  render  an  account.  The  work  before  us,  however,  goes 
far  to  redeem  the  national  character  ;  for  it  is  one  which  any  country 
might  be  proud  to  have  produced." 

"  In  conclusion,  we  have  only  to  express  again  the  gratification  we  have 
felt  in  the  examination  of  Dr.  Morton's  unique  and  splendid  work,  and 
the  hope  that  he  will  not  relax  in  the  prosecution  of  his  interesting  and 
important  inquiries.  We  look  forwards  with  much  satisfaction  to  the  con- 
tinuation w^hich  he  has  given  us  reason  to  expect ;  and  hope  that  he  may 
obtain  sufficient  encouragement  to  enable  him  to  complete  his  account  of 
the  Crania  Americana  in  a  manner  which  shall  leave  little  for  the  anthro- 
pologist to  desire." 


Popxdar  Lectures  on  Thomsonism. — During  the  past  w^eek  a  Dr.  Dra- 
per, from  Philadelphia  it  is  understood,  has  been  delivering  a  series  of 
lectures  in  this  city,  on  the  claims  and  advantages  of  the  new,  or  lobelia 
practice.  The  hall  was  densely  filled  by  an  attentive  audience  the  even- 
ing we  were  present.  On  that  particular  occasion,  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
course was  pulmonary  consumption — and  there  was  nothing  objectionable 
in  the  graphic  description  which  the  speaker  gave  of  the  commencement 
and  melancholy  finale  of  that  insidious  malady.  It  was  as  correctly  de- 
lineated as  it  is  in  the  latest  bibliographical  authorities,  and  not  essentially 
different.  It  were  a  waste  of  time  to  report  Dr.  Draper's  theories,  or  his 
general  teachings  upon  treatment,  since  the  medical  community  are  abso- 
lutely nauseated  with  the  unceasing  nonsense  of  treating  the  whole  cata- 
logue of  human  diseases  with  steam,  cayenne  pepper  and  Indian  tobacco. 
That  the  gentleman  to  whom  these  observations  especially  apply,  is  a  little 
above  the  ordinary  class  of  Thomsonians,  in  point  of  intelligence,  and  in 
the  tact  for  managing  the  sympathies  of  a  mixed  assembly  who  go  to  see 
a  champion,  is  readily  admitted. 


Extraordinary  Obesity  of  a  Child. — At  Mr.  Harrington's  Museum,  in 
Court  street,  Boston,  where  the  anomalies  of  the  age  are  singularly  con- 
centrated by  the  enterprising  proprietor,  there  is  a  child  on  exhibition  by 
the  name  of  Rosana  D.  Richardson,  who  presents  in  her  person  the  fol- 
lowing phenomena.  She  was  born  in  Marlow,  N.  H.,  April  11th,  1833, 
and  will  therefore  be  eight  years  of  age  the  ensuing  April.  In  height  she 
is  four  feet  nine  and  a  half  inches  ;  the  girth  round  the  waist  is  three  feet 
nine  and  a  half  inches  ;  about  the  abdomen,  four  feet  eleven  inches  ;  and 
she  weighs  211  lbs.  Although  a  moving  mass  of  fat,  she  appears  in  ex- 
cellent health.  In  intellect  she  is  completely  a  child — yet  the  expression 
of  her  face  is  that  of  a  young  woman  of  twenty.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
she  has  gained  prodigiously  in  obesity  since  we  adverted  to  the  case  about 
a  year  since;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  accumulation  of  fat  will 
be  such  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  more,  should  her  life  be  spared,  as  to 
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excite  far  greater  astonishment  than  at  present.  Our  country  has  furnished 
few  if  any  parallels  to  this.  To  medical  men  she  must  necessarily  be  an 
object  of  surprise;  to  visiters  in  o-eneral,  a  subject  of  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment. The  father  of  Rosina  assures  us  that  his  child,  at  birth,  weighed 
but  seven  pounds. 

There  are  a  few  individual  histories,  from  medical  records,  that  are  here 
appended,  to  show  that  in  other  countries  instances,  similar  in  character, 
have  been  noticed. 

Edward  Bright,  in  England,  at  the  age  of  four  years  weighed  104  lbs.  ; 
at  9,  124  ;  at  20,  356 ;  and  at  his  death,  oS4  lbs.  He  was  5  feet  9i  inches 
tall,  and  measured  under  the  armpits  oi  feet  in  girth  ;  round  the  abdomen, 
5  feet  11  inches  ;  round  the  arm,  2  feet  2  inches  ;  and  round  the  leg,  2  feet 
8  inches. — Ephemerid. 

Frances  Clay,  who  died  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  Paris,  in  1806,  possessed 
the  following  enormous  dimensions.  In  height  she  measured  5  feet  1 
inch  ;  round  the  abdomen,  5  feet  2  inches;  between  the  loins,  in  breadth, 
2  feet  6  inches.  The  circumference  of  the  breast,  at  its  base,  was  28 
inches.  A  plaister  cast  of  Clay  is  in  the  School  of  Medicine  of  Paris. — 
Journal  of  Medicine. 

Frederick  Ahrens,  a  German,  at  Paris  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  20, 
weighed  450  lbs.  At  birth  he  weighed  13  lbs. ;  at  6  months,  42  lbs.;  and 
at  the  4th  year,  150  lbs.  Like  most  other  fat  persons,  he  must  have  ap- 
peared rather  short,  since  in  height  he  was  but  5  feet  5  inches. — Die.  of 
Medical  Sciences. 


Division  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Eye. — In  this  new  department  of  opera- 
tive surgery  operators  are  becoming  exceedingly  expert  in  this  city.  Men- 
tion was  recently  made  in  one  of  the  evening  papers,  that  Dr.  Davenport, 
well  known  to  the  readers  of  this  Journal  as  an  excellent  writer  on  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  operated  for  strabismus  six  times,  successfully,  last 
week.  Others  have  also  been  fortunate.  Cases  are  accumulating,  which 
should  have  speedy  publication.  We  shall  be  obliged  to  correspondents  for 
reporting  their  operations — for  it  is  by  the  publication  of  the  experience  of 
individuals,  that  the  world  is  to  be  permanently  benefited  by  this  great 
achievement  in  modern  surgery. 


Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages. — A  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  Legislature,  last  week,  from  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  and  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
with  regard  to  a  law  for  the  more  elFectual  registration  of  births,  deaths  and 
marria<,'ps  in  this  Commonwealth.  As  the  laws  now  stands  it  would  be 
quite  dilTicult  to  prove  a  marriage — if  a  few  guests  who  happened  to  have 
been  present  on  the  happy  occasion,  were  dead.  As  to  births,  it  rarely 
•  happens  that  any  record  is  made  at  all.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  im- 
perfections of  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the  Slate — and  to  remedy  all  these 
defects,  it  is  proposed  to  have  the  influence  of  additional  laws. 


Counsellors^  Meeting. — A  special  session  of  the  Council  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  was  hehl  at  the  Athenaeum  on  Thursday,  on  business 
relative  to  the  petition  for  the  charter  of  a  medical  college  at  Lowell.  Not 
being  present  through  the  whole  meeting,  we  are  unable  to  give  the  par- 
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ticulars.     A  complete  history  of  the  matter   may  be  expected  on  the  final 
action  of  the  Legislature. 


Sudden  Development  of  St.  Vitus's  Dance. — A  paper  in  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  Danville,  records  the  singular  fact,  that  a  little  boy 
was  so  much  alarmed  at  seeing  a  mendicant,  who  had  this  disease,  come 
suddenly  into  a  room,  that  he  ran  out  of  the  apartment,  agitated  and 
greatly  frightened.  From  that  period  he  has  had  the  same  malady,  pre- 
cisely— and  measures  of  treatment  have  been  adopted  to  overcome,  if  pos- 
sible, this  severe  and  unlooked-for  calamity. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — From  the  Report  of  the  Superinten- 
dent we  learn  that  there  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from  Jan.  1,  1840, 
to  Jan.  1,  1S41,  362  patients,  viz.,  210  males  and  152  females.  Those 
paying  board  were  170  ;  do.  part  of  the  tinie,  24  ;  entirely  free,  16S.  Dis- 
charged during  the  same  time,3o5;  of  whom  142  were  discharged  well, 
96  much  relieved,  41  relieved,  43  not  relieved,  3  not  treated,  2  eloped,  4 
unfit,  2  cured,  and  22  died.  Proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole  number  of 
results,  1  in  16.  The  average  number  in  the  hospital  has  been  47.63. 
The  average  time  of  stay  of  the  paying  patients  has  been  4  1-9  weeks  ;  of 
the  free  patients,  6^  weeks.  The  weekly  expense  of  each  patient,  after 
deducting  the  cost  of  repairs,  &c.,  was  S4  33. 


The  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insa^ie. — From  Dr.  Bell's  very  interesting- 
Report  we  find  that  the  number  of  insane  patients  under  the  care  of  the 
Asylum  during  the  last  year,  was  263 — 143  males  and  120  females;  of 
whom  there  remained  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  108,  and  have  been 
received  through  the  year,  155.  There  have  been  discharged  during 
the  year,  138 ;  of  whom  were,  recovered,  75  ;  much  improved,  12 ;  im- 
proved, 20  ;  not  improved,  18;  died,  13;  leaving  125  now  in  the  house. 
The  proportion  of  recoveries,  during  the  last  4  years,  in  all  the  cases, 
old  and  recent,  has  been  about  60  per  cent.  ;  and  of  deaths,  between  four 
and  five  per  cent. 

Grahamism. — In  a  recent  communication  from  Mr.  Graham  to  the 
Health  Journal,  occurs  the  following  singular  expression.  "  In  casting  my 
thoughts  around  me,  I  perceive  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
nearly  all  those  who  have  been  unsuccessful  in  their  experiments  on  what 
they  called  the  Graham  System  of  diet,  have  been  characterized  by  ex- 
treme penuriousness — in  many  cases,  detestable  stinginess."  Was  there 
any  reason  for  limiting  the  remark  to  those  who  have  been  unsuccessful  1 


Local  Paralysis. — M.  Dezeimeris,  a  German,  has  made  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing treatment  where  deafness  and  blindness  supervened  upon  a  severe 
injury  of  the  head : — R.  Phosphori,  gr.  j.,  solve  in  olei  animalis  aether. 
3i.  ;  olei.  caryophyll.  9i.  Dose.  Three  drops,  to  be  gradually  increased 
to  20,  to  be  taken  on  a  piece  of  sugar  night  and  morning.  And  R.  Phos- 
phori, gr.  ij.  ;  olei  animalis  cether.  3i.  ;  olei  cajeputi,  3ss.  Solve.  The 
eyelids  to  be  rubbed  with  this  embrocation  three  or  four  times  daily. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  20,  26.— Males,  16.     Females,  10. 

Of  consumption,  5— intemperance,  2— infantile,  2— quinsy,  1— croup,  3— fever,   1— sudden,   1— ty- 
phous fever,  1— luag  fever,  4— teeiWug,  1— fits,  1— child-bed,  2— apoplexy,  1— liver  complaint,  1. 


52  Medical  Advertisements. 

VERMONT   ACADEMY    OF   MEDICINE. 

Lectures  will  commence  on  tlie  second  Thursday  of  March,  18-11,  and  continue  fourteen  weeks. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by        -        -  -        Houace  Greex,  M.D.,  N.  Y. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  hy        -        -        .  .  Robert  Nklson,  M.U.,  N.  Y. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by James  Hadlev,  M.U.,  Fairfield,  N.  Y, 

Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by      -  -         -      James  Bryan,  M.D.,  Pliiladelphia. 

Materia  Medica  and  Obstetrics,  by      -  ...      Joseph  Perkins,  M.U.,  Castletou,Vt. 

General  Pathology,  by C.  L.  Mitchel,  M.D.,  N.  Y. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy        ...         .  .        Egbert  Jamieson,M.U.,  Castleton,  Vt. 

Eees  for  the  course,  $50.    Matriculation,  §5.    Graduating  expenses,  $15. 

Castleton,  Ft.,  Nov.,  1840.  JOSEPH  PERKINS, 

N.  18. — lanitM&cover  Registrar. 

DR.  J.   J.  MOORMAN, 

RESinE.NT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 

May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  fVliite  Su/pkur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  &c.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  lee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paiil,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  WHiite  .Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  iZd,  18J0.  O.  28— lanuMcheoptO 

MEDICAL    TUITION   FOR  1840—41. 

The  subscribers  will  commence  their  course  of  instruction  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  on  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1840  (the  period  at  which  the  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University  begin). 

Minute  examinations  will  be  held  on  all  the  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  lectures, 
in  order  that  students  intending  to  offer  themselves  for  examination  at  the  College  in  the  spring,  may 
be  prepared.  Students  may  be  assured  that  they  will  have  constant  and  aljundant  opportunities  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  After  the  lectures,  the  arrangemeuta 
will  be  as  follows  until  the  ensuing  November. 

Free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  United  Slates  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea  will  be  granted  ;  a  daily 
morning  visit  will  be  ma<le  by  Dr.  Stedman,  and  every  week  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch  and  Wiley  will 
visit  in  the  alternoon,  for  the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  Ifearning  the  physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the 
chest.  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  chest  and  air  passages. 
Admission  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Infirmary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  to  the  practice  of  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts  ;  occasional  oppor- 
tunities for  operative  surgery  and  midwifery. 
Courses  of  instruction  as  follows  : 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Chemistry,  by  -  Dr.  PERRy. 

Midwiferv,  Materia  Medica  and  Demonstrations  on  )  -.^      Tin\T-r>T-rf « 

Morbid  Anatomy  at  the  Hospitals,  by  5  '  -        UR.  bowditch. 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         -  .  -  .      Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study  either  at  Boston,  at  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  or  at  Chelsea,  free  of 
expense.     For  terms,  applv  to  H.  G.  Wiley,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

DR.  PERRY,  412  Washington  St.,  DR.  STEDMAN,  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital, 

DR.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  Place,  DR.  WILEY,  467  Washington  st. 

S.  16— eoptf. 
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Is  do)ie  up  in  three  different  styles  of  binding.  The  price  of  those  in  pocket-book  form  is  75  cts. ;  in 
cloth,  neatly  lettered,  50  cts. ;  in  paper,  37  1-2  cts.  The  latter  can  be  sent  by  mail ;  and  containing 
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COI.D    AFFUSION    IN   HOOEING-COUGH. 

[The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Hannay's  paper,  on  the  washing  of 
the  chest  with  cold  water  in  pertussis,  read  at  the  late  meeting  of  the 
British  Association.] 

To  this  enlightened  audience  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  delineate  the 
phenomena  of  the  disease,  or  describe  the  various  theories  entertained 
respecting  its  nature.  One  practical  facfl  would  bring  strongly  before 
the  section,  that  is,  the  susceptibility  to  the  impression  of  cold  on  the 
economy,  as  shown  in  the  frequent  supervention  of  bronchitis,  pleurisy 
and  peripneumonia,  and  other  diseases,  of  which  cold  is  the  most  frequent 
and  certain  exciting  cause.  Now,  for  this  high  sensibility  to  the  impres- 
sion of  cold,  no  remedial  measure  is  so  likely  to  prove  emcacious  as  cold 
washing  of  the  chest.  The  efficacy  of  cold  washing  in  bronchitis,  of-  a 
chronic  character,  has  been  long  acknowledged :  and  whatever  may  be 
the  other  pathological  states  (and  others  than  mere  bronchitis  there  must 
be)  existing  in  pertussis,  this  one  is  necessarily  present,  therefore  cold 
washing  must  prove  serviceable.  As  an  invigorating  or  tonic  power,  its 
virtues,  too,  were  useful  in  pertussis,  particularly  in  the  advance  of  the 
disease,  when  various  forms,  degrees,  and  extents  of  gastro-intestinal  irri- 
tation^erted  and  produced  impaired  power  of  the  digestive  organs. 

The  efficacy  of  cold  ablution  in  many  spasmodic  diseases,  and  amongst 
which  there  were  reasons  for  placing  pertussis,  led  to  the  belief «that  it 
proved  beneficial  as  an  antispasmodic  in  the  cure  of  this  disease ;  and  the 
author  of  the  memoir  averred  that  he  had  derived  from  cold  washing,  on 
this  principle,  much  benefit  in  laryngismus  stridulus,  decidedly  a  spas- 
modic affection.  It  also,  when  d'ne  as  he  directs,  proves  powerfully 
rubefacient — a  class  of  agents  whic  ,  time  out  of  mind,  have  been  popu- 
lar in  the  treatment  of  pertussis.  ',  ?ut  it  surpasses  the  ordinary  rubefa- 
cients in  fulfilling  other  and  importa\Kt  indications,  which  none  of  the  ordi- 
nary remedies  of  this  class  effect.  It  is  antiphlogistic,  and  proves  also  in- 
vigorating, restoring  digestion,  and  by  its  antispasmodic  powers  allaying 
the  spasmodic  cough.  After  relating  some  cases  to  show  its  power,  the 
author  described  his  mode  of  washing,  and  entreated  particular  attention 
to  his  method,  as  the  only  way  of  securing  his  results. 

It  should  be  done  in  a  warm  apartment.  The  coldest  water,  to  which 
a  little  vinegar,  aHohol,  or  eau  de  Cologne,  should  be  added,  is  to  be 
used,  enveloping  the  hand  in  a  towel.  It  is  to  be  dipped  into  the  epi- 
them,  and  the  washing  speedily,  very  speedily,  performed  over  the  whole 


54  Cold  Affusion  in  Hooping-cough. 

chest,  which  is  to  be  dried  with  a  towel,  previously  warmed,  so  that  a  red 
glow  ori'eactlon  may  be  produced.  This  is  to  be  repeated  twice  at  least, 
nay,  three  or  four  times  each  day. 

In  this  way  the  author  states  he  has  cured  many  cases  in  a  few  days ; 
and  in  all  has  much  shortened  the  duration  of  the  #sease.  He  is  not 
deterred  from  using  it  in  the  way  he  describes,  even  by  the  existence  of 
febrile  bronchitis  ;  and,  though  not  very  decided  on  this  point,  would  not 
hesitate  to  employ  it,  even  in  cases  complicated  with  peripneumonia.  He 
has  used  it  at  all  seasons,  and  in  all  cases  ;  and  not  only  with  perfect  impunity, 
but  with  advantage.  Such  is  a  brief oudine  of  the  author's  views,  which  he 
pledged  himself  to  publish  and  illustrate  with  cases.  One  or  two,  of  a 
striking%haracter,  of  these  cases  were  laid  before  the  section.  One  vast 
superiority  of  the  remedy  appeared  to  the  author  to  be  the  possibility  of 
getting  it  applied  ;  whereas,  remedies  cannot  easily  be  forced  on  children 
ill  of  pertussis. — Lancet. 

k 

__ 

♦       N'ROGRESS   OF  EPIUExMICS.— EPIDEMIC   OF   SMALLPOX. 

A  FROM    MR.    FARR's    LETTER    TO    THE    REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 

Many  of  the  causes  of  death  act  with  equal  force  from  year  to  year ; 
others,  as  has  juSt  been  seen,  regulated  by  the  seasons,  increase  or  de- 
crease with  the  temperature.  The  diseases  of  the  epidemic  class  follow 
laws  of  their  own  ;  they  remain  nearly  stationary  during  months,  years, 
and,  as  we  learn  from  medical  history,  centuries  ;  then  suddenly  rise,  like 
a  mist  -from  the  earth,  and  shed  desolation  on  nations — to  disappear  as 
rapidly  or  insensibly  as  they  came.  The  pestilences  of  ancient  history, 
the  plagues  of  England,  cholera,  influenza,  smallpox  and  typhus,  are 
examples  of  this  peculiar  tribe  of  diseases.  Epidemics  have  furnished 
much  matter  for  discussion,  and  still  offer  large  scope  for  inquiry.  They 
have  been  attributed  to  terrestrial  emanations,  to  the  influence  of  the  stars, 
to  mygjerious  changes  in  the  atmosphere,  to  heat,  to  animalcules,  to  dete- 
riorated food,  to  contagion  ;  and  acting  upon  the  latter  doctrine,  it  has 
been  assumed  that  the  prohibition  of  direct  intercourse  with  districts  in 
which  they  prevailed  would  protect  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  from 
invasion. 

The  registration  has  already  yielded  facts  which  are  likely  to  throw 
light  upon  the  propagation  of  epidemics.  The  smallpox  epidemic  may 
be  investigated  now;  and  the  other  epidemic  diseases,  which  appear  to 
foHow  similar  laws,  may  be  investigated  in  future  Reports. 

The  deaths  from  smallpox  in  o'24  divisions  of  the  kingdom  are  ex- 
hibited separately  in  each  of  the  10  quarters,  from  July  1st,  1837,  to 
D^ember  31st,  1839;  a  period  comprising  two  winters,  two  springs, 
three  summers,  and  three  autumns. 

The'  march  of  the  epidemic  through  the  kingdom  will  illustrate  the 
nature  of  this  class  of  diseases,  and  will  also  show  ho^  litdc  they  are  dis- 
turbed in  their  course  by  the  changing  seasons. 

The  grand  epidemic  was  composed  of  a  succession  of  smaller  opidemics; 
and,  whether  the  commencement  or  the  acme  be  considered,  it  is  evident 
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that  the  disease  was  not  regulated  by  any  cause,  such  as  temperature ;  for 
at  the  time  that  it  was  beginning  in  one  district,  it  was  at  its  height  or  was 
declining  in  another,  placed  in  apparently  the  same  general  circumstances. 

The  epidemic  destroyed  more  than  30,819  persons. 

The  annual  rate  of  mortality  from  smallpox  was  0.8  in  1000.  In  the 
metropolis,  1.1  ;  in  iMonmouthshire  and  Wales,  1.2  in  1000. 

Smallpox  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  contagious.  It  is  communi- 
cated by  inoculation,  or  by  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  given  off  by  a 
smallpox  patient.  The  minutest  particle  of  matyj-  introduced  into  the 
blood  acts  like  a  ferment  on  the  organization,  reproduces  all  the  charac- 
teristic phenomena  of  the  disease,  and  leaves  the  survivor  secure  from  any 
sub-equent  invasion.  Will  the  simple  principle  of  contagion  then  explain  the 
rapid  propagation  of  the  epidemic  ?  iSot  exclusively  ;  for  the  disease  is 
always  contagious,  and  a  certain  number  of  deaths  are  caused  by  it  in  all 
seasons,  and  in  every  county  of  England.  Tlie  facilities  of  intercourse,  and 
the  frequency  of  contact  with  the  sick  are  not  greater  when  the  disease  is 
increasing,  or  is  at  its  height,  than  when  it  is  stationary  or  declining.  The 
fact  that  :2.513  died  in  the  first  period,  3*289  in  the  second  period,  and 
4242  in  the  third  period,  must  therefore  be  accounted  for  either  by  assum- 
ing that  the  disease  had  its  origin  in  some  spreading  physical  cause  ;  that 
the  contagious  principle  grew  more  virulent,  and  was  conducted  with 
greater  facility  by  the  atmosphere ;  that  the  susceptibility  of  the  popula- 
tion increased  ;  or,  finally,  that  the  tendency  of  the  organization  to  fall 
into  this  peculiar  pathological  state  augmented  spontaneously.  Five  die 
weekly  of  smallpox  in  the  metropolis  when  the  disease  is  not  epidemic ; 
and  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  question  is  not  to  account  for  this  rate 
of  mortality,  or  for  the  five  weekly  deaths  which  may  occur  as  other 
deaths  occur,  or  be  kept  up  by  the  uniform  transmission  of  the  disease 
from  family  to  family.  The  problem  for  solution  is — Why  do  the  five 
deaths  become  10,  15,  20,  31,  58,  88  weekly,  and  then  progressively 
fall  through  the  same  measured  steps  ? 

This  difficulty  has  presented  itself  in  the  history  of  plague  and  of  con- 
tagious diseases  of  every  description  ;  but  it  has  generally  been  disposed 
of  summarily,  by  the  hypothesis  that  the  disease  is  always  introduced  from 
without,  and  spreads  naturally,  like  a  conflagration.  When  the  plague 
broke  out,  that  is,  became  epidemic,  in  Cairo,  the  Egyptians  asserted  that 
it  came  from  Ethiopia;  when  it  decimated  Constantinople,  it  was  ascribed 
to  merchandize  or  vessels  from  Egypt.  Upon  precisely  the  same  grounds, 
it  may  be  contended  that  Manchester  derived  the  smallpox  from  Liver- 
pool. The  intercourse  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester  is  perhaps 
more  intimate  than  between  any  two  towns  in  Europe.  The  epidemic 
broke  out  early  in  1837,  at  Liverpool,  and  it  appeared  in  Manchester 
later  in  the  year ;  was  it  not  then  communicated  by  the  population  of 
Liverpool  to  the  population  of  Manchester  ?  It  may  have  been  so  com- 
municated. Epidemics  are  unquestionably  transmitted  from  one  place 
and  people  to  another ;  but  who  will  pretend  to  assert  that,  if  all  inter- 
course had  been  cut  off  between  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  quarantine 
had  been  established,  and  a  cordon  sanifaire  had  been  drawn,  such  as 
was  enforced  in  Prussia  when  cholera  prevailed,  that  Manchester,  with  all 
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the  materials  of  disease  in  its  streets,  would  never  have  suffered  from  an 
epidemic  of  smallpox.  Isolated  cases  of  smallpox  existed  all  the  while 
in  Manchester ;  the  seeds  of  an  epidemic  were  there  ;  and  would  not  the 
causes  which  generated  the  epidemic  in  Liverpool  have  led  to  the  same 
result  in  Manchester?  At  any  rate,  the  evolution  of  the  epidemic  in 
Liverpool  could  not  be  traced  to  external  contagion  ;  and  the  problem 
remains  for  solution — Why  did  the  deaths  from  smallpox  rise  so  rapidly, 
that  at  last  418  individuals  perished  in  three  months,  while  the  ordinary 
mortality  in  Liverpool  and  West  Derby,  from  smallpox,  is  27  in  three 
months. 

Epidemics  appear  to  be  generated  at  intervals  in  unhealthy  places, 
spread,  go  through  a  regular  course,  and  decline ;  but  of  the  cause  of  their 
evolutions  no  more  is  known  than  of  the  periodical  paroxysms  of  ague. 
The  body,  in  its  diseases  as  well  as  its  functions,  observes  a  principle  of 
periodicity ;  its  elements  pass  through  prescribed  cycles  of  changes,  and 
the  diseases  of  nations  are  subject  to  similar  variations. 

If  the  latent  cause  of  epidemics  cannot  be  discovered,  the  mode  in 
which  it  operates  may  be  investigated.  The  laws  of  its  action  may  be 
determined  by  observation,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  in  which  epi- 
demics arise,  or  by  which  they  may  be  controlled. 

Amidst  the  apparent  irregularities  of  the  epidemic  of  smallpox,  and  its 
eruptions  all  over  the  kingdom,  it  was  governed  in  its  progress  by  certain 
general  laws.  The  deaths  in  the  early  stage  of  the  epidemic  were  not 
registered.  To  avoid  circumlocution,  it  will  be  convenient  to  call  the  ten 
quarters  in  which  the  deaths  were  registered  the  ten  periods,  the  first  quar- 
ter the  first  period,  the  second  the  second  period,  &£c.  he.  The  mor- 
tality increased  up  to  the  fourth  registered  period ;  the  deaths  in  the  first 
were  2513,  in  the  second  3289,  in  the  third  4242;  and  it  will  be  per- 
ceived at  a  glance  that  these  numbers  increased  very  nearly  at  the  rate  of 
30  per  cent.  For,  multiply  2513  by  1.30,  and  it  will  become  3267; 
multiply  3267  by  1.30,  and  it  will  become  4248.  The  rate  of  increase 
is  retarded  at  the  end  of  the  third  period,  and  only  rises  6  per  cent,  in 
the  next,  where  it  remains  stationary,  like  a  projectile  at  the  summit  of 
the  curve  which  it  is  destined  to  describe. 

The  decline  of  the  epidemic  was  less  rapid  than  its  rise,  and  the  mor- 
tality was  somewbat  greater  in  the  autumns  of  1838  and  1839  than  in 
the  summers.  But  by  taking  the  mean  of  the  deaths  in  the  third  and 
fourth  periods,  the  mean  of  the  deaths  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  periods,  he. 
he,  a  regular  series  of  numbers  is  produced. 

Deaths  observed  in  the  decline  of  the  Epidemic. 


4365 

4087 

3767    3416   2743 
Deaths  in  a  regular  scries. 

•  2019 

1631 

4364 

4147 

3767   3272   2716 

21.56 

1635 

The  4,365  may  be  considered  to  represent  the  deaths  that  happened 
between  the  middle  of  February  and  the  middle  of  May.     The  regular 
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series  of  numbers  lias  been  calculated  upon  tbe  hypothesis  that  the  fall  of 
the  mortality  took  place  at  a  uniformly  accelerated  rate. 

The  calculated  numbers  are  sometimes  a  little  too  high,  and  sometifiies 
too  low  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  agreement  is  remarkable.  The  second 
number  (4147)  is  nearly  5  percent  lower  than  the  first;  and  the  decrease 
is  successively  5,  10,  15,  20.  26,  and  S>  per  cent.  The  rates  of  decrease 
are  1.052,  1.101,  1.152,  1.205,  1.260,  1.318.  The  division  of  4364 
by  1.052  reduces  it  to  4147;  the  division  of  4147  by  1.101  produces 
3767,  kc.  The  mortality  decreased  at  accelerated  rates ;  and  the  rate 
of  acceleration  was  1 .046,  which  by  successive  multiplications  will  repro- 
duce all  the  rates,  1.052, 1.101,  &ic.  he.  The  rate  1.046  may  be  called 
the  constant. 

The  mortality  from  smallpox  was  greater  in  the  metropolis  than  in  all 
the  other  parts  of  England  ;  and  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  second,  third 
and  fourth  periods  was  1.50,  the  deaths  having  been  506,753,  and  1145. 
The  rate  of  increase  in  the  first  and  second  periods  was  i.97,  the  deaths 
were  257  and  560. 

The  rates  vary  with  the  density  of  the  population,  the  numbers  suscep- 
tible of  attack,  the  mortality,  and  accidental  circumstances ;  so  that  to 
obtain  the  mean  rates  applicable  to  the  whole  population,  or  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  population,  several  epidemics  should  be  investigated.  It  ap- 
pears probable,  however,  that  the  smallpox  increases  at  an  accelerated 
and  then  a  retarded  rate  ;  that  it  declines  first  at  a  slightly  accelerated,  then 
at  a  rapidly  accelerated,  and  lastly  at  a  retarded  rate,  until  the  disease  at- 
tains the  minimum  intensity,  and  remains  stationary. 


ANTHELMINTICS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  the  13th  ult.,  there 
is  an  article  under  the  editorial  head,  which  represents  the  most  of  the 
anthelmintics  in  use  inactive  and  inert,  or  uncertain,  and  expresses  a  wish 
for  information,  based  upon  personal  experience.  Having  been  longer  in 
this  best  of  schools  than  most  of  your  readers,  and  considering  an  answer 
to  this  call  promoting  public  good,  I  feel  disposed  to  communicate  the  re- 
sult of  my  observations  on  worms  and  anthelmintics,  and  flatter  myself  to 
induce  others  to  follow  my  example. 

Though  it  is  true  that*  many  inert  articles  are  classed  among  anthel- 
mintics, yet  the  failure  of  one  in  a  particular  case  in  our  practice,  does 
not  always  prove  its  general  inertness.  The  cause  of  our  disappointment 
can  be  often  traced  to  the  ambiguity  of  the  worm  symptoms,  the  difficulty 
of  discovering,  in  many  cases,  the  kind  of  these  creatures,  their  age,  the 
reciprocal  influence  of  worms  and  other  diseases  upon  one  another  in 
complicated  cases,  and  many  other  circumstances,  defeating  at  times  all 
our  endeavors. 

There  are  worms  living  in  the  cellular  texture  under  the  human  skin, 
as  the  gordius  medinensisand  chegoe  ;  in  ulcers  and  many  sores,  not  kept 
clean,  as  some  species  of  the  acarus  slro ;  but  those  which  are  found  in 
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our  climate  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  we  meet  more  frequently  :  the 
luinbrlcus  intestinalis,  the  ascaris  vennicularis,  and  two  species  of  the 
taenia. 

Worms  and  their  eggs,  with  which  some  children  are  born  ;  swallowing 
in  the  food  and  drink  worms  and  their  eggs,  and  a  relaxed  and  slimy 
stomach  and  intestines  and  vapid  gall,  the  effects  of  intemperance,  indo- 
lence and  want  of  cleanliness,  constitute  the  antecedent  causes  of  worm 
diseases ;  indigestible  food,  stimulating  liquors,  acrid  metastases  thrown 
upon  the  digestive  organs  in  complicated  cases,  the  occasional ;  and  the 
existence  of  worms  and  their  eggs,  and  great  mucousness  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal  in  the  advanced  stages,  form  the  proximate  cause. 

As  there  is  a  great  difference  in  worm  diseases  at  different  periods,  it 
will  be  useful  in  practice  to  distinguish  them  by  considering  the  early, 
simple  stage  as  the  first,  the  advanced  stage  as  the  second,  and  the  com- 
plicated as  the  third.  Under  the  first  we  comprehend  cases  of  a  singular 
mildness,  not  giving  much  trouble  to  the  patient,  who  enjoys  apparent 
good  health,  but  has  some  worm  symptoms,  discharges  a  few  worms  occa- 
sionally, and  is  sooner  freed  from  them  by  anthelmintics,  than  those  who 
labor  under  the  second  stage,  who  have  more  worms  and  of  an  older  date, 
which  often  grievously  afflict  them  in  various  ways,  and  prove  dangerous 
tenants,  particularly  in  the  third  stage,  when  other  supervening  diseases 
irritate  and  threaten  to  dislodge  and  destroy  them. 

The  surest  symptom  of  worms  residing  in  the  patient's  body  is  their 
appearance  through  his  mouth,  anus,  or  integuments,  other  symptoms 
being  produced  at  times  by  other  causes.  Their  ambiguity,  however, 
will  be  much  lessened,  if  instead  of  depending  upon  a  single  one,  we 
view  them  together,  compare  them  with  one  another,  and  with  those  of 
other  diseases,  and  examine  the  evacuations  of  the  sick  more  frequently 
and  thoroughly,  particularly  after  administering  a  good  resolvent  anthel- 
mintic cathartic.  Among  the  worm  symptoms  the  following  may  be  enu- 
merated : — Enlarged  pupils  and  a  blueish  tint  of  the  white  of  the  eyes  in 
the  day,  and  a  partial  opening  of  the  eyelids  when  one  is  asleep  in  the 
night ;  itching  of  the  nose  or  anus,  the  latter  denoting  ascai'ides  ;  a  little 
dry  cough  ;  grinding  of  the  teeth  when  sleeping  and  slavering  in  the  night ; 
foetid  breath  and  nausea,  and  at  tiines  puking  in  the  morning  ;  a  pale  face 
and  lips;  the  appetite  now  voracious,  then  poor;  the  body  now  costive, 
then  relaxed  ;  now  wandering  pains,  then  fixed  ones  ;  enlarged  abdomen  ; 
milky  urine ;  troublesome  dreams.  In  the  advanced  and  complicated 
stages,  the  above  symptoms  become  gradually  more  frequent,  violent  and 
threatening;  a  small,  hard  pulse  at  times  and  anomalous  fever,  frequent 
hiccups;  violent  colics,  with  obstinate  constipation,  intussusception,  mor- 
bus ileus;  insanity;  fainting,  convulsive  and  epileptic  fits;  chorea  S. 
Viti ;  coma;  apoplexy;  paralysis  of  the  optic  nerve,  and  the  organs  of 
speech  and  those  of  the  emaciated  extremities ;  ulceration  and  perfora- 
tion of  the  intestines ;  and  many  mysterious  nervous  affections. 

The  prognosis  of  cases  under  the  symptoms  of  the  first  stage  is  not 
unfavorable,  provided  the  patient  have  sufficient  and  wholesome  food, 
follow  advice,  and  be  willing  to  take  medicine.  But  the  case  is  very 
different  in  the  second  and  third  stage,  when  you  have  often  to  fight  for 
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a  long  time  not  pnly  a  multitude  of  old  powerful  worms,  the  undisturbed 
inhabitants  of  the  abdomen  for  years,  and  which  are  snugly  lodged  within 
and  behind  a  great,  thick  and  tough  mass  of  slime,  tut  a  complication  of 
diseases,  important  contra-indications,  the  ignoraftt,  the  avaricious  and  the 
misunderstood  parental  love,  and  not  seldom  the  interference  of  busy-bo- 
dies and  selfish  competitors.  It  is  almost  impossible  that  there  can  be  in 
this  world  a  situation  as  trying  to  the  soul  of  man,  and  requiring  as  much 
patience,  resolution  and  conscientious  perseverance,  as  the  attendance  on 
old  and  complicated  -yorm  cases. 

The  materials  of  which  the  extensive  and  comfortable  home  of  worms 
is  built,  consistof  slime,  abundantly  excreted  (rem  glands  ;  they  constantly 
irritate,  being  mixed  up  with  particles  of  undijfeted  food,  their^'own  ex- 
crements, and  various  salts  and  oils.  This  slimy  mass  accumulates  from 
year  to  year,  not  only  in  immense  quantity,  but  becomes  gradually  con- 
solidated by  the  peristaltic  motion,  and  formed,  particularly  in  the  large 
intestines,  into  a  membranous  tube,  very  much  like  an  intestine  with  its 
plaits,  which  after  a  long  use  of  resolvents  and  cathartics  is  often  dis- 
charged of  the  length  of  many  yards,  and  in  pieces  not  unlike  the  mother 
of  vinegar,  and  which  are  taken  by  timorous  patients  to  be  their  intestines. 
As  v,'^nm  cannot  be  discovered  in  every  discharge  of  slime  with  the  naked 
eye,  ^ome  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  none  in  the  case,  and  that  acrid, 
gelatinous  matter  may  produce  the  same  symptoms  in  the  human  system. 
But  this  inference  must"  appear  rather  precipitate  to  any  one  who  has 
witnessed  the  experiments  with  the  solar  microscope,  or  has  seen  the 
many  white  fibres,  found  in  the  stools  of  epileptics,  change  into  a  living 
species  of  acanis,  soon  after  being  placed  in  warm  milk,  or  knows  the 
fact,  that  not  only  small  worms,  but  even  lumbrici  at  times,  live  between 
the  membranes,  or  outside  of  an  intestine,  communicating  with  its  inside 
by  an  opening,  made  and  kept  open  by  them. 

The  treatment  must  be  begun  early  in  the  first  stage,  or  worms  of  every 
kind  will  be  more  mischievous  from  year  to  year.  Their  numbers,  under 
circumstance^ vorable  to  them,  will  increase  rapidly,  frequendy  ^obstruct 
the  intestines,  consume  the  chyle,  and  nutriment  allotted  to  every  organ, 
fill  the  alimentary  canal  with  their  putrid  excrements,  irritate,  and  gnaw 
and  perforate  the  intestines,  when  they  lack  food,  or  are  alarmed  by  any- 
thing offensive  to  them,  and  cause  a  great  variety  of  idiopathic  and  sym- 
pathetic affections.  But  if  we  wish  our  efforts  to  becoine  crowned  with 
success,  the  patient  must  fulfil  his  duty  towards  himself  and  physician, 
and  in  every  stage  shun,  as  much  as  possible,  the  causes  which  introduce 
and  develope  worms  in  his  body,  and  not  only  during  our  attendance  on 
him,  be  it  short  or  long,  but  subsequendy  to  his  recovery,  if  he  desire  to 
escape  the  mortification  of  having  other  unv^lcome  guests  take  possession 
of  the  old  haunts.  It  also  behoves  him  to  follow  implicitly  every  proper 
advice  we  give,  and  be  faithful  in  taking  the  medicines  prescribed,  be  they 
ever  so  offensive  to  his  taste.  But  as  there  are  many  among  children  and 
adults,  whose  aversion  to  anthelmintics  is  so  great,  that  they  either  obsti- 
nately refuse  them,  or  puke  them  up  again  immediately,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  overcome  so  serious  a  difliculty.  The  anthelmintic  against  the 
lumbrici,  which  I  prefer  to  all  others,  and  give  in  a  strong  decoction,  if 
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taken  by  itself,  and  sweetened,  children  readily  drink  when  sleepy,  their 
sense  of  tasdng  at  that  time  being  more  torpid,  or  it  may  be  made  so  by 
holding  some  good  ^hatp  vinegar  in  the  mouth  for  a  minute  or  two. 
Adults,  too,  after  benummng  the  nerves  of  their  tongue  with  vinegar  or 
tobacco,  become  more  tractable.  The  emetic  I  propose,  after  moistening 
it  with  three  or  four  drops  of  water,  that  it  may  not  swim  on  the  top  of 
the  mixture,  if  mixed  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  sweetened  coffee 
or  lemonade,  cannot  be  tasted  at  all,  and  the  bad  taste  of  the  powders  may 
be  in  some  measure  prevented  by  giving  them  in  the  form  of  an  electuary, 
or  in  pills. 

It  happens,  seldom  iqi^he  first,  but  oftener  in  the  other  stages,  that 
owing  to  the  mischievou^jmfluence  of  the  worms,  or  to  the  constitution 
and  habits  of  the  patient,  or  the  season  of  the  year,  or  other  causes,  a 
small,  hard  and  quick  pulse,  great  pains,  and  other  symptoms,  indicating 
an  inflammatory  diathesis,  require  the  lancet,  sometimes  repeatedly,  to  be 
followed  up  by  emetics,  before  anthelmintics  are  given.  The  pathologi- 
cal rule,  all  important  in  the  treatment  of  complicated  diseases,  to  pay 
the  greatest  attention  to  the  strongest  and  threatening  prevailing  cause,  and 
to  soothe  the  less  urgent  one,  must  induce  us,  then,  not  to  alarm  the 
worms  by  anything  offensive  to  them,  but  to  allure  them  ta» descend 
into  the  colon  and  rectum,  where  we  feed  them  well  and  repe^edly 
through  the  day  and  night,  by  injecting  plenty  of  good  new  milk^  with  a 
syringe,  and  placing  the  patient  on  his  knees  and  elbows,  with  a  view  to 
push  the  milk  up,  and  over  the  large  intestines.  But  if,  after  all,  these 
vermine  should  be  irritated  by  the  changes  the  ruling  disease  produces  in 
the  digestive  organs,  and  cause  dangerous  spasms  and  con^•ulsions,  strong 
anthelmintics,  combined  with  brisk  cathartics,  must  be  administered,  good 
warm  beef  gall  rubbed  into  the  epigastric  and  umbilical  regions,  and  the 
injections  of  milk  frequently  used. 

The  particular  treatment  of  worm  diseases  is  the  following : — If  there 
be  sufficient  evidence  to  believe,  or  to  suspect,  that  the  patient  is  troubled 
in  the  fij-st  stage  by  the  lumhricus  intestinalis,  a  worm  lAst  frequently 
found  in  the  stomach,  and  all  over  the  intestines,  in  children  and  adults, 
and  at  times  in  immense  numbers,  we  have  first  of  all  to  attend  to  the 
state  of  the  patient's  stomach.  If  he  have  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  in 
the  morning,  a  pressing  pain  in  the  head  over  the  eyes,  or  in  the  stomach 
after  eating,  a  variable  appetite,  or  nausea  and  sickness,  it  is  best,  in  my 
opinion,  to  begin  with  an  emetic.     I  prefer  the  following : 

No.  1.  Powder  of  tartar  emetic,  gamboge  pulverized,  of  each  six 
grains,  to  be  moistened  with  three  or  four  drops  of  water,  then  mixed 
gradually  with  six  table-spoonsful  of  water,  tea  or  coffee,  or  lemonade, 
and  two  table-spoonsful  to  b^iven  to  an  adult  every  half  hour,  until  it 
operat(;s  three  or  four  times.  Of  the  same  an  infimt  may  take  one  tea- 
spoonful  eveiy  half  hour,  and  children  according  to  their  ages,  or  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease,  from  one  table-spoonful  to  three,  and  more.  In  the 
complication  with  the  suffocating  catarrh,  little  children  often  require  the 
whole  emetic,  and  at  times  more.  This  emetic  is  perfectly  safe,  pro- 
vided it  be  given  gradually,  and  the  patient  be  warm  all  over  before  tak- 
ing it,  and  keep  warm  and  in  bed  for  three  or  four  hours,  until  he  ceases 
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to  be  moist ;  and  even  then  not  to  be  exposed  to  bad  or  unfriendly  weather. 
It  happens,  that  symptoms  often  indicate  a  frequent  repetition,  but  the 
limits  of  the  Journal  will  not  allow  me  to  be  more  particular.  At  bed- 
time of  the  same  day,  1  give  the  following  anthelmintic  alone,  or  the  same 
in  the  morning,  when  1  add  the  cathartic  to  it : — 

No.  2.  An  ounce  of  the  sound  root  of  spigelia  anthelmia,  or  Marilandica, 
is  to  be  boiled  with  one  quart  and  one  half  of  a  pint  of  soft  water,  down 
to  half  a  pint.  The  decoction  must  be  strong,  and  guessing  at  it  en- 
dangers its  great  value.  To  hinder  this,  pour  upon  the  root  one  half  of  a 
pint  of  soft  water,  hold  a  small  stick  perpendicularly  in  the  middle  of 
the  water  and  root,  mark  on  the  stick  the  height  of  the  contents  of  the 
pot,  add  the  quart  of  water,  and  as  soon  as  the  boiled-down  liquor  is  not 
higher  than  the  maik  on  the  stick,  one  half  of  a  pint  is  left ;  strain  it 
hard  through  a  cloth,  and  give  it  to  an  adult,  with  the  cathartic,  first 
moistened,  then  mixed,  at  once. 

No.  3.  The  cathartic  powder  consists  of  forty  grains  of  rhubarb,  and 
thirty  of  the  pulverized  root  of  jalap.  If  the  decoction  be  taken  at  bed- 
time, the  cathartic  must  be  taken  in  the  morning.  Infants  bear  one  fourth, 
children  from  one  half  to  the  whole  of  the  composition.  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  give,  at  times,  to  children  of  two  years  old,  the  whole  of  the 
decoction  and  cathartic  within  one  hour,  with  perfect  safety  and  the  best 
success.  As  it  happens,  that  owing  to  slime  or  much  other  filthy  matter  in 
the  large  intestines,  some  worms,  killed  by  this  anthelmintic,  remain  be- 
hind, or  some  are  alive,  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  giving  the  composition, 
particularly  when  many  come  away.  In  some  cases  five  or  six  such 
doses  must  be  given  within  ten  or  twelve  days. 

No.  4.  Take  one  ounce  of  manna,  half  an  ounce  of  powdered  senna- 
leaves,  two  drachms  of  powdered  anis-seed,  pour  over  these  half  a  pint 
of  the  boiling  decoction  of  No.  2,  let  it  boil  for  a  few  minutes,  strain  it, 
and  give  the  whole  to  an  adult,  and  to  children  one  half. 

This  No.  4  may  be  substituted  for  a  change  occasionally;  it  is  less  of- 
fensive to  the  taste,  and  answers  a  good  purpose,  combined,  as  it  is,  with 
the  decoction  of  the  spigelia.  This  excellent  anthelmintic  belongs  to  the 
Pentendria  monogynia,  Lin. ;  its  root  is  perennial,  its  stalk  annual.  It 
grows  in  S.  Carolina,  where  I  first  saw  it  and  became  acquainted  with  its 
extraordinary  virtues.  It  is  not  only  a  vermifuge,  but  one  of  the  very 
best  resolvents  ;  somewhat  anodyne,  and  not  stimulant.  It  has  the  name 
of  Carolina  pink  ;  its  leaves  and  stalks  seem  to  be  inert.  A  strong  de- 
coction always  appeared  to  me  preferable  to  the  powder,  which  some  use  • 
it  is  a  very  superior  preparation. 

Those  that  have  entered  the  second  or  third  stage  require  double  and 
triple  the  quantity  of  Nos.  2,  3  and  4  ;  they  must  be  given  n)ore  frequently, 
and  for  a  longer  time.  The  epileptic,  insane,  paralytic,  &c.  must  use 
such  and  other  medicines,  still  more  powerful.  In  worm-colics,  with  ob- 
stinate constipation,  double  the  quantity  of  No.  4,  with  an  ounce  of  sul- 
phas potassae,  added  to  it,  will  frequently,  if  given  within  two  or  three 
hours,  remove  the  painful  disease  quickly ;  but  if  this  has  no  effect,  or  is 
not  retained,  owing  to  a  hernia  incarcerata,introsusception,  or  morbus  ileus, 
he,  recourse  must  be  had,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the  most  excellent  of 
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all  remedies  ever  used  by  man  in  such  desperate  cases,  whether  caused 
by  the  multitude  of  worms,  slime,  bile,  air,  or  hard,  stone-like  excrements, 
or  other  bodies,  obstructing  the  alimentary  canal,  viz.,  the  faithful  applica- 
tion of  tobacco-smoke.  But  we  cannot  depend  upon  its  all-powerful  and 
penetrating  effect,  if  we  do  not  employ  a  proper  machine,  like  that  fa- 
mous one,  used  by  the  Humane  Society  of  London,  or  a  similar  one,  ena- 
bling the  physician  to  throw  the  smoke  with  great  force  into  the  body, 
and  to  repeat  It  again  and  again,  until  the  distress  of  the  poor  patient  is 
relieved.  If  a  relapse  should  happen,  as  it  will  occasionally,  the  opera- 
tion must  be  repeated  again  and  again,  and  the  sick  body  filled,  until  he 
tastes  the  smoke  in  his  mouth.  Without  such  energetic  proceedings  many 
lives  are  lost ;  with  them,  numbers  may  be  saved.  I  know  by  experience, 
that  relapses  can  be  hindered  in  a  great  measure,  and  health  sooner  re- 
established, if  the  medicine  No.  4  be  given  for  some  weeks  ev^ery  day 
or  two. 

Tcenia. — Of  this  genus  there  are  many  species ;  but  two  of  them  are 
found  often  in  the  human  intestines,  T.  lata  and  T.  solium.  Though  both 
kinds  are  small  worms,  the  first  flat  and  of  the  size  of  a  gourd  seed,  the 
latter  round  and  a  little  longer,  and  come  away  single  with  the  excre- 
ments, they  appear  at  other  times,  arrayed  to  one  another  in  one  or  more 
strings,  many  yards  long.  The  solium  is  harder  to  expel  than  the  lata; 
but  both  are  dangerous,  and  cause  as  bad,  if  not  worse  symptoms,  than 
old  kimbrici.  It  is  a  fact,  that  they  are  found  occasionally  in  great  num- 
bers in  foetuses.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  medicines  recommended, 
but  I  had  great  reason  to  prefer  the  remedy  given  by  Dr.  Charles  Alston, 
of  Edinburgh,  and  have  not  been  disappointed.  The  patient  has  to  take 
a  cathartic,  something  like  No.  4  ;  the  next  three  days  daily  one  ounce  of 
the  purest  scraped  English  tin,  and  the  fourth  day  another  mild  cathartic. 
Each  ounce  may  be  mixed  with  four  ounces  of  molasses.  These  medi- 
cines must  be  repeated,  if  symptoms  continue  to  prove  the  worms  still  in 
the  body,  or  some  single  ones  come  away  by  stool.  In  that  case  good 
practitioners  use  also  more  active  cathartics.  Other  respectable  practical 
men  direct  their  patient  to  eat  a  hearty  meal  of  milk  for  supper,  and  to 
take,  the  following  morning,  at  once,  a  powder  of  (No.  5)  one  drachm 
of  powdered  jalap,  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  potash,  and  as  much  of 
gamboge  and  calomel.  This  dose  is  for  an  adult,  and  must  be  repeated, 
if  necessity.  I  know  the  case  of  an  infant  but  nine  months  old,  who 
was  fed  with  milk  the  evening  before,  and  the  next  morning  with  a  pow- 
der, consisting  of  thirty  grains  of  jalap,  and  three  grains  of  each  of  the 
other  three  articles,  and  was  perfecdy  freed  from  his  tape-worm.  This  is 
certainly  a  more  convenient  prescription  for  infants  and  small  children. 

Ascaris  vermicularis. — Its  length  is  about  four  lines ;  it  lives  chiefly 
in  the  intestinum  rectum,  and  is  destroyed  by  repeated  injections  of  flax 
seed  or  olive  oil,  and  by  some  cathartic  afterwards  expelled. 

A  species  of  ffcorus  s?ro  ascends  at  times  higher  up,  and  I  have  seen 
immense  numbers  of  them  evacuated,  when  active  resolvents  and  cathar- 
tics were  administered  for  other  purposes.  They  are  seen,  too,  in  foul 
ulcers,  the  itch,  and  the  sores  of  the  heads  of  people  not  very  cleanly. 
The  red  oxyde  of  mercury  two  drachms,  with  an  ounce  of  lard  mixed  up 
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and  gradually  rubbed  in,  will  kill  tbem  after  tlic  bair  is  sbaved  off, 
and  beal  tbe  sores,  but  at  times  tbis  cannot  be  done  until  tlie  bairs  are 
pulled  out  witb  tbe  roots  by  tbe  forceps,  or  strips  of  adbesive  plaster. 

Tbe  trichuris,  of  an  incb  long  and  smaller,  and  of  tbe  tbickness  of  a 
hair,  is  found  in  tbe  intestino-ca^co,  but  I  bave  seen  it  of  a  black  color  in 
a  well  at  tbe  foot  of  Mount  Tom,  and  observed  cbildren  in  tbe  neigbbor- 
hood  puking  tbem  up  ;  also  in  tbe  urine  of  some  old  people,  and  causing 
now  and  tben  some  pain  in  tbe  parts.  Tbe  spigelia  decoction,  with 
diuretics  and  cathartics,  will  destroy  and  expel  tbem. 

T!\\e  gordius  me(Uncnsis,\\\on'g\\  originally  a  native  of  Africa,  is  found 
occasionally  among  tbe  colored  people  of  tbe  southern  States,  two  or  more 
yards  long,  creeps,  like  the  little  red  chegoeof  tbe  West  Indies,  under  the 
skin  of  those  not  over  cleanly,  causes  painful  swellings  and  ulcers,  and 
after  a  while  protrudes  its  head.  Tben  it  must  be  carefully  and  gently 
extracted  little  by  little,  by  winding  it  daily  around  a  piece  of  lint,  because 
if  torn,  inflammations  and  ulcere  are  caused  in  the  cellulosa  and  the  inter- 
stices of  muscles,  and  in  tbe  internal  parts  of  tbe  body.  Tbis  operation 
lasts  three  or  four  weeks,  and  longer,  and,  what  is  woree,  one  person  has 
occasionally  four  or  five  such  creatures  in  him.  I  have  seen  and  attended 
a  negro  but  once  with  one  of  these  worms,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
but  he  refused  medicine. 

Though  I  bave  now  fulfilled  my  promise,  to  communicate  the  result  of 
my  observations  witbout  reserve,  and  as  concisely  as  the  subject  would 
permit,  I  should  think  myself  remiss  in  my  duty,  without  adding  a  few 
observations.  The  great  sufferings  of  so  many,  and  their  premature 
deaths,  caused  by  worms,  naturally  elicit  the  desire  in  n)any  to  discover  a 
universal  remedy,  to  prevent  these  calamities.  1  am  well  persuaded  that 
such  a  panacea,  and  of  so  wonderful  a  power,  exists  ;  that  it  can  never 
fail,  never  cease,  to  prove  a  sovereign  antidote,  not  only  against  worms  of 
every  kind,  but  against  a  thousand  ills  man  seems  to  be  heir  to.  But  tbe 
patient  only  will  be  benefited  by  it,  who  perfectly  understands  its  exten- 
sive value,  its  composition,  tbe  character  of  its  inventor,  and  timely, 
thoroughly  and  habitually  makes  use  of  it.  It  is  the  obedience  to  the 
moral  law,  enacted  by  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  perfectly  adapted 
to  the  health  and  happiness  of  man,  and  to  bis  physical  and  spiritual  na- 
ture, which  constitutes  tbis  panacea.  It  inculcates  temperance  in  all 
things,  the  steady  cultivation  and  exercise  of  our  physical  and  mental 
powers  tbrough  life,  and  bodily  and  mental  pui'ity  ;  and  experience  teaches 
abundantly  that  its  violation  prepares  the  human  body  to  become  a  fit 
haunt  for  a  variety  of  vermine,  and  the  human  mind  a  proper  abode  of 
folly  and  vice. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  disobedience  to  the  moral  law  is  not  con- 
fined to  one  age,  and  the  sad  consequences  are  recorded  in  the  history  of 
all  nations.  As  there  is  not  a  worm,  not  an  insect,  or  zoophyte,  be  it  ever 
so  weak  and  helpless  in  appearance,  that  does  not  contribute  towards  tbe 
perfection  of  the  whole  of  tbe  physical  creation,  the  idea  is  preposterous, 
that  man,  endowed  with  greater  mental  powers  than  any  created  being 
we  know,  should  remain  a  wretched  exception  forever,  and  a  reproach 
to  the  moral  system  of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness.     We  may  be  per- 
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suaded,  that  man  progressively  will  become  obedient  to  the  moral  law, 
and  wiser  and  better  by  his  obedience,  and  reach,  step  by  step,  the  high 
destination,  for  the  attainment  of  which  he  was  called  into  existence. 
Northampton,  Feb.  15th,  1841.  Respectfully  yours, 

C.  L.  Seeger,j^M.D. 
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Dr.  Chaisty,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Maryland, 
in  1839  re-modelled  this  old  friend  and  guide  of  juvenile  anatomists,  so 
that,  by  a  few  alterations  and  additions,  it  will  be  found  more  serviceable 
than  ever.  He  makes  no  pretensions  to  authorship,  and  very  honestly 
confesses  that  he  has  drawn  from  various  authentic  sources  to  enrich  the 
text  under  his  supervision.  Such  frankness  disposes  us  to  think  well  of 
the  intention,  had  he  failed  in  attaining  the  object.  Occasionally  some 
one  complains  of  the  too  great  increase  of  these  elementary  guides  ;  but 
there  is  no  cause  for  alarm.  There  can  be  no  excuse  for  superficial  anato- 
mists, as  none  are  necessarily  deprived  of  the  transcendant  facihties  of  the 
age  for  study  in  this  all-important  department,  on  which  the  superstruc- 
ture of  medicine  and  surgery  must  forever  rest.  We  regard  the  appear- 
ance of  every  and  any  new  manual  on  demonstrative  or  descriptive 
anatomy,  as  of  sterling  value  to  the  stock  of  essential  knowledge.  In  the 
present  work,  a  re-organization  and  convenient  adjustment  of  old  mate- 
rials constitute  the  chief  merits  of  Dr.  Chaisty's  bibliographic  labors. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  we  had  occasion  to  notice  Dr.  Watts's  revision  of  the 
Dublin  Dissector,  which  is  voluminous  compared  with  the  Americanized 
London  Dissector,  and  excellent  in  all  respects.  Still,  it  is  desirable  to 
have  the  latter  work  also.  It  gives  the  student  the  same  advantages  to 
have  several  of  these  manuals  on  the  table  while  pursuing  minute  inves- 
tigations, that  the  mechanic  realizes  in  possessing  a  variety  of  tools. 
With  one  single  file  he  might  possibly  produce  great  results,  but  with  a 
hundred,  of  various  sizes,  he  would  eifect  vastly  more  in  a  shorter  period. 
We  are  therefore  disposed  to  speak  favorably  of  this  and  all  similar  un- 
dertakings for  facilitating  the  study  of  a  difficult  branch  of  science. 


Medical  histriiction  in  New  York. — By  reference  to  an  advertisement, 
it  will  be  seen  that  students  in  New  York  have  great  advantages  for  a 
little  money.  There  is  probably  no  other  place  on  the  Continent  where 
medical  tuition  is  so  completely  within  the  means  of  the  very  poorest  stu- 
dent. Those  who  are  influenced  by  economical  considerations,  will 
doubtless  avail  themselves  of  the  offer  thus  made.  All  the  gentlemen 
who  are  associated  in  the  enterprise,  have  professional  rank  and  moral 
worth  to  recommend  them  in  any  undertaking. 

*  The  London  UiHsector,  or  Guide  to  Aniitomy,  (or  the  use  of  Students,  &c.  &c.  Revised  and 
corrected  by  Edward  J.  Chuisty,  M.U.,  UeniouBtrator  of  Anatomy  iu  the  University  of  Mary  laud. 
Baltimore :  Joho  Murphy.    1839.    Pp.  273. 
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Health  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper. — Accounts,  by  the  Britannia,  bring  the  un- 
pleasant intelligence  that  this  distinguished  surgeon  is  in  extremely  feeble 
health  :  fears  are  entertained  that  he  cannot  live  but  a  little  while.  We 
do  not  know  the  character  of  the  complaint  which  threatens  to  deprive 
the  world  of  the  first  surgeon  of  the  age,  and  are  unable  to  give  any  par- 
ticulars of  the  time  Sir  Astley  has  been  confined,  or  predict  the  termina- 
tion. With  the  exception  of  the  late  Dupuytren,  of  Paris,  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  is  probably  more  extensively  known  over  the  globe,  professionally, 
than  any  operator  or  medical  man  who  has  lived  since  the  dark  ages. 
Many  fortunate  circumstances  combined  to  give  him  celebrity.  That  he 
has  genius,  judgment,  and,  above  all,  that  most  important  of  all  elevating 
forces,  personal  industry,  no  one  conversant  with  his  writings  will  pretend 
to  question. 

Physicians  of  Boston. — Some  weeks  since,  animadversions  were  made 
orx  Mr.  Dickinson's  catalogue  of  Boston  physicians,  published  in  his  popu- 
lar Almanac.  A  second  edition  has  appeared,  in  which  a  correction  has 
been  made  in  the  obnoxious  registration  of  the  Boston  faculty.  The 
irregulars  and  regulars  are  so  designated  that  the  people  can  touch  and 
take — for  there  are  all  sorts  of  medicine-mongers  grouped  together  alpha- 
betically. The  steamers  have  great  hope  of  placing  the  educated  gen- 
tlemen of  the  profession  in  a  minority — and  at  the  present  rate  of  popular 
progressive  ignorance,  which  is  hailed  by  some  as  a  blessed  epoch  of  just 
rights  and  equable  laws  in  physic,  they  will  certainly  count  a  majority  be- 
fore the  opening  of  another  century. 


Case  of  Posthtimotcs  Variola.  By  Dr.  Chansarel. — A  girl,  aged  five 
years  and  eight  months,  who  had  been  vaccinated,  was  suddenly  attacked, 
when  in  perfect  health,  with  a  varioloid  eruption  and  fever.  About  twelve 
hours  afterwards  the  redness  of  the  skin  and  pimples  totally  disappeared, 
cerebral  phenomena  supervened,  and  death  twenty-six  hours  after  the  first 
appearance  of  illness.  On  the  next  day,  thirteen  hours  after  death,  "  I 
saw,"  says  M.  Chansarel,  "  to  my  great  astonishment,  a  great  number  of 
pimples  which  had  appeared  after  death,  and  which  were  much  more 
developed  than  those  I  had  seen  during  the  life  of  the  child.  They  were 
seated  on  the  face,  neck,  chest  and  buttocks  ;  those  in  the  latter  region 
being  larger,  equalling  the  size  of  a  lentil.  They  had  the  aspect  of  va- 
riolous pustules,  surrounded  by  a  red  areola,  depres^d  in  their  centre,  and 
contained  a  small  quantity  of  fluid.  The  body  exhaled  a  foetid  odor,  and 
exhibited  some  red  and  livid  spots,  putrefaction  not  having  been  so  slow 
as  it  appeared." — L' Experience.     British  and  Foreign  Med.  Revieiv. 


Mode  of  Resolving  Engorgements  of  the  Spleen.  By  M.  Voisin,  of 
Limoges. — The  author  has  employed  the  following  treatment  with  suc- 
cess in  eight  or  ten  cases  of  these  engorgements  after  intermittent  fevers. 
In  three  or  four  of  these  cases  the  diseased  organ  occupied  about  two 
thirds  of  the  left  half  of  the  abdomen.  The  treatment  is  simply  to  apply 
a  mercurial  plaster  {vigo  cum  mercurio)  with  which  is  incorporated  six  or 
eight  scruples  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  more  or  less.  It  is  to  be  re- 
newed when  the  matter  of  wdiich  it  is  composed  is  exhausted,  that  is, 
from  forty  to  fifty  days.     The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  treatment  are  : 
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1.  It  saves  the  patient  from  the  disgust  which  he  undergoes  when  the 
quinine  is  administered  by  the  mouth.  2.  The  absorption  and  conse- 
quent action  of  the  remedy  are  continued.  3.  This  absorption  and  this 
action  are  accomplished  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  diseased 
organ.     4.   Owing  to  the  continuance,  the  fever  does  not  re-appear. 

This  treatment  has  alone  sufficed  for  the  cure.  The  period  of  cure 
will  vary  as  the  spleen  is  more  or  less  engorged,  the  patient  more  or  less 
aged,  and  the  skin  more  or  less  readily  absorbing.  Ordinarily,  two  or 
three  months  suffice. — Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris.     Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Review. 


On  the  Use  of  Boiling  Water  in  the  Treat?ne?it  of  Callous  Fistula.  By 
Dr.  Ruppius,  Freiburg. — The  author  was  induced  to  adopt  this  method 
of  treatment  from  what  he  had  seen  it  effect  in  the  hands  of  Rust  of 
Vienna,  and  from  the  observation  that  the  granulations  which  grow  from 
scalded  parts  of  the  skin  are  peculiarly  florid,  and  prone  to  unite  firmly  ; 
a  consideration  which,  we  may  add,  long  ago  intluced  French  surgeons 
to  adopt  the  actual  cautery  for  the  same  means,  and  is  the  foundation  of 
the  very  skilful  operations  of  M.  Lallemand  for  vaginal  fistulse.  Two 
cases  are  related,  one  of  recto-vaginal  fistula  from  abscess  after  a  .''evere 
labor  ;  the  other,  of  an  incomplete  fistula  in  ano,  extending  four  inches  up 
the  side  of  the  rectum.  The  treatment  consists  in  introducing  the  pipe  of 
a  syringe  filled  with  boiling-hot  water  down  to  the  further  end  of  the  fis- 
tula (which,  if  necessary,  must  be  closed  there  with  a  finger  of  the  other 
hand),  and  slowly  injecting  a  part  of  the  contents.  At  the  first  operation 
only  so  much  of  the  water  should  be  forced  in  as  is  sufficient  to  stimulate 
the  end  of  the  fistula,  so  that  it  may  commence  healing  at  its  deepest  part, 
and,  after  the  repealed  injections,  may  make  gradual  progress  in  healing 
tou^ards  the  surface.  In  both  the  cases  that  are  related  this  procedure 
was  strikingl}'^  successful. — Fricke  and  Oppenheim's  Zeitschrift.     Ibid. 


Phrenology — Intemperance. — Mr.  George  Combe,  in  his  opening  ad- 
dress at  a  meeting  of  the  Phrenological  Association  of  Scotland,  has  the 
following  remarks  on  the  non-applicability  of  phrenology  to  the  detection 
of  habits  of  intemperance: 

"  One  vice,  however,  common  in  this  country  has  baffled  our  skill;  I 
allude  to  the  tendency  to  intoxication.  We  have  no  external  indication 
of  the  existence  of  this  habit,  for  it  depends  not  on  any  primitive  faculty 
or  organ,  but  on  evil  ipaining  and  constitutional  peculiarities.  Where  it 
exists,  it  oversets  the  whole  order  of  nature  in  the  subordination  of  the 
propensities  to  the  moral  sentiments.  I  have  been  under  the  painful  ne- 
cessity of  dismissing,  in  fifteen  years,  on  account  of  habits  of  intoxication, 
two  male  and  one  female  servants,  whose  moral  organs  were  fully  de- 
veloped. The  men  had  no  vice  except  that  of  inebriety;  but  the  female 
(in  whom  alimentiveness,  destructiveness  and  secretiveness  were  large, 
surmounted,  however,  by  a  good  intellect,  large  benevolence,  veneration, 
and  love  of  approbation,  with  pretty  fair,  although  not  large,  conscien- 
tiousness), when  intoxicated,  stole  and  lied  almost  involuntarily.  I  say 
alnmst  involuntarily  ;  for  her  thefts  were  often  of  things  of  which  she  had 
but  little  need,  such  as  quartern  loaves,  a  few  pounds  of  ground  rice,  and 
articles  of  a  similar  nature,  all  allied  to  the  gratification  of  alimentiveness, 
although  she  was  amply  supplied  with  nutritive  and  agreeable  food.  In 
the  same  condition,  she  denied  self-evident  facts,  and  perverted  truth  even 
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when  it  was  favorable  to  herself.  My  supposition  was,  that  the  intoxi- 
cating liquor  paralyzed  the  action  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  faculties, 
which  have  organs  of  smaller  dimensions  than  those  of  the  propensities, 
and  that  the  latter,  when  left  without  guidance  aud  illumination,  acted  as 
it  were  mechanically.  Moreover,  this  case  shows  that,  in  my  estimation, 
the  propensities  are  not  naturally  and  essentially  evil.  In  this  woman  the 
organs  of  several  of  them  were  large  ;  but  as  she  had  also  large  organs 
of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  of  most  of  the  moral  sentiments,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  engage  her.  If  she  had  been  sober  in  her  habits,  and  pro- 
perly trained,  I  have  no  doubt  that  she  would  have  been  capable  of  di- 
recting the  large  organs  of  the  propensities  to  good." 


Medical  MisceUa7iy. — The  re-improved  rocking  trusses,  invented  by  Dr. 
Corbelt,  and  manufactured  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  are  highly  recom- 
mended by  some  of  the  leading  practitioners  in  that  State.  Some  of  them 
have  been  left  on  sale  at  this  office,  where  physicians  are  requested  to  call 
and  examine  them. — So  numerous  are  the  applications  for  admission  at 
the  Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  that  the  trustees  have  in  contempla- 
tion the  erection  of  another  wing. — Quite  a  stir  has  been  made  about  the 
disappearance  of  the  body  of  an  Indian  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  selected  for  anatomical  purposes. 

To  Correspondents. — The  papers  on  "sudden  death,"  "iiasvus  maternus," 
and  the  "syrup  of  sarsaparilla,"  will  be  early  attended  to. — Our  correspondent  at 
Nantucket,  who  has  made  out  an  index  to  some  of  the  most  important  articles  in 
preceding  volumes  of  this  Journal,  deserves  our  thanks  ;  and  we  think  the  index, 
if  printed,  would  be  convenient  to  many  of  our  old  subscribers.  We  doubt  the 
expediency,  however,  of  printing  it  on  a  separate  sheet  as  a  general  index  to  the 
work,  both  on  account  of  its  not  comprising  the  two  first  volumes,  and  not  being 
sufficiently  ample.  The  remarks  accompanying  it  are  valuable,  and  we  shall  en- 
deavor to  find  room  for  the  whole,  in  a  condensed  form,  in  the  pages  of  some  fu- 
ture No.,  if  this  should  not  be  objected  to  by  the  compiler. 

Died, — At  Wakefield,  N.H.,  Dr.  Sumner  Gilman,  aged  41. — At  New  York,  Dr. 
William  Williamson,  4.5.— At  Baltimore,  Dr.  William  N.  Baker,  late  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Maryland. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  27,  32.— Males,  15  ;  Females,  17.     Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  6— infantile,  3— cancer,  1— fits,  1 — abscess,! — scarlet  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 
—delirium  tremens,  1— smallpox,  3— old  age,  2— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— catarrh,  1— worms,  1— rheu- 
matic fever,  1 — intemperance,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — scrofula,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — 
croup,  1— tumor,  1. 


TRUSSES. 

The  subscriber  continues  to  manufacture  Trusses  of  every  description,  at  his  residence,  at  the  old 
stand,  opposite  264,  No.  305,  Washington  street,  Boston  (entrance  in  Temple  Avenue — up  stairs).  AH 
individuals  can  see  him  alone,  at  any  time,  at  the  above  place. 

J.  F.  F.  manufactures  as  many  as  twenty  dilferent  kinds  of  trusses,  among  which  are  all  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  similar  to  those  that  the  late  Mr.  John  Beath,  of  this  city,  formerly  made,  and  all  others 
advertised  in  Boston. 

Any  kind  of  trusses  repaired  at  short  notice,  and  made  as  good  as  when  new. 

33°  Ladies  wishing  for  any  of  these  instruments,  will  be  waited  upon  by  Mrs.  Foster,  at  the  above 
place.     Mrs.  F.  has  been  engaged  in  the  above  business  for  ten  years.  JAMES  F.  FOSTER. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  in  the  use  of  Mr.  Foster's  Truss  for  Inguinal 
Hernia,  and  find  it  to  answer  every  desirable  purpose,  and  consider  it  far  preferable  to  any  other 
which  I  have  employed.  James  Thatcher,  M.lt. 

Plymouth,  Nov.  1,  1839. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  have  known  Mr.  James  F.  Foster  several  years  last  past,  and  have  frequently- 
employed  him  in  the  construction  of  trusses  and  other  apparatus  for  my  patients,  and  have  always 
found  iiim  ready,  capable  aud  faithful,  and  equal  to  the  occasion  for  which  I  have  employed  him. 

Boston,  March  10,  1840.  John  Randall,  M.D. 
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TO  MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

SPRING    COURSE    OF    LECTURES    AT    THE    COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS, 

NEW    YORK. 
An  Association  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York, 
a  course  of  instruction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  profitably  occupy  a  portion  of  their  time  during  the  en- 
suing spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  on  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  : — 
On  the  Pathology  of  the  Chest,  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  J.  A.  Swett,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 

Diseases  of  the  Chest. — This  course  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  Clinical  instruction. 
On  Club-feet  and  analogous  Deformities,  by  Detmold,  M.D. 

On  the  diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  by  Wm.  C.  Roberts,  M.D. 
On   the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  G.  Wilkes,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  Pathology  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Annexes,  by  C.  R.  Oilman,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics 

and  the  diseases  of  Women  aud  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  Operative  Surgery,   by   W.  Parker,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  College  of  Physicians   and 

Surgeons. 
On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  James  '^uackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
On  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,      -ofessor  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons. 
The  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  i      \pril,  and  continue  about  three  months.    Two 
lectures  will  be  delivered  daily — hours,  from  1  to  3  o'       ",k. 

As  this  course  is  undertaken  with  the  single  aim  .  doing  something  for  the  cause  of  sound  and 
thorough  medical  education,  and  particularly  to  develope  the  great  advantages  which  New  York,  by 
her  superior  size,  and  by  the  consequent  abundance  and  variety  of  diseases  which  are  met  with  in  her 
Hospitals,  Alms-house  and  Dispensaries,  oflfers  to  the  student  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  the 
Association  have  determined  to  put  the  fee  for  the  Course  at  a  price  nearly  nominal — hoping  thereby 
to  place  the  instruction  offered,  within  the  reach  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  professional  improvement. 
Fee  for  all  the  Lectures,  $10. 
New  York,  Feb.  Wtfi,  184L  M  3— 

VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE,   AT   WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  annual  course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
March  next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  -        -        Henry  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         .......  Hox.  Jacob  Collamer,  A.M. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        -        -        -        -        -       Lyman  B.vrtlett,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by        -----  Aloxzo  Clarke,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -----         B.  R.  Palmer,  M.D. 

Fees — for  the  course,  .§50.  For  those  who  have  already  attended  <u)0  full  co«rses  of  lectures  at  a 
regular  institution,  $10.     Graduation  fee,  $18.  NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

Woodstock,  Ft.,  Jan.  1st,  1841.  Jan.  6. — 8t  Secretary. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 

PROLAPSUS    UTERI. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  Dr.  Chapin's  Utero-abdominal  Sup- 
porter and  Elastic  Belt,  which  has  been  recently  much  improved,  and  its  elTicacy  thereby  greatly  in- 
creased. It  has  been  faithfully  tested  by  most  of  the  medical  faculty  of  Boston  and  New  York,  who 
have  pronounced  their  unqualified  approbation  of  its  utility.  Physicians  in  want,  will  obtain  the 
measure  round  the  pelvis.  They  can  be  supplied  with  the  cheapest  and  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
in  use,  from  the  low  price  of  $2,  to  $7,  according  to  finish.    Perineum  straps  (extra)  at  75  cts.  to  $1,.50. 

Reference  may  !)e  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  among  others  who  recommend  this  in- 
strument : — Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  J.  Ware,  W.  Chauiiing,  G.  B.  Doane,  W.  Lewis,  J.  Flint,  J.  Mason 
Warren,  E.  Palmer,  Jr.,  C.G.  Putnam,  E.  W.  Leach. 

Office  No.  16  Howard,  near  Court  St.,  Boston.  A.  F.  BARTLETT, 

Nov.  25. — 2vv&;lam6m.  Agent  for  John  R.  Chapin,  M.D. 

THE   AMERICAN   MEDICAL   ALMANAC  FOR   1841 

Is  done  up  in  three  diflerent  styles  of  binding.  The  i)ricu  of  those  in  pocket-book  form  is  75  cts.  ;  in 
cloth,  neatly  lettered,  50  cts. ;  in  paper,  37  1-2  cts.  The  latter  can  be  sent  by  mail ;  and  containing 
only  four  shi^ets,  the  postage  on  each  copy  will  be,  under  100  miles,  6  cents — over  100  miles,  10  cents. 
Orders  received  at  this  ollice. 


THE  BO.STON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  .lOJRNAL  is  nublislicd  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  (JLAI'P,  JR.,  at  18  1  Washiugtou  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
iiddres^ed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  |iiiblisliiMl  in  Moiillily  Paris,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  eai.li  year.  J.  V.  (;.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Kdilor.  "  Price  ija.OO  a  year  in  ailvance,  $3,50  afler  Ihreo 
months,  or  $1,00  if  not  paid  within  llic  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  adilicss,  for  .$5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  lit;  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfuotory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  lor  a  newspaper. 
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CASES  OF  SUDDEN   DEATH. 

BY    JiUSTlN    FLINT,    M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.] 

Three  cases  of  sudden  death  have  occurred  during  the  present  year  at 
the  Erie  County  Ahiis-house,  located  at  Black  Rock,  about  two  miles 
from  this  city.  In  each  instance,  the  symptoms  assumed  an  alarming 
character  so  unexpectedly,  and  terminated  so  soon  in  dissolution,  that 
medical  assistance  was  not  obtained.  The  general  history  of  the  symp- 
toms, therefore,  in  the  following  account,  is  derived  from  the  statements  of 
the  keeper  of  the  institution  and  the  attendant.  The  examinations  after 
death  were  made  personally. 

Case  I.  Death  from  Suffocation  produced  hy  enlargement  of  the 
glandular  adipose  substance  posterior  to  Larynx. — An  Irishman,  aged 
about  45,  made  complaint  at  the  morning  visit,  January  2Sth,  of  "  sore- 
ness of  throat"  As  he  represented  it  to  be  slight,  and  was  walking 
about,  otherwise  apparently  well,  I  directed  simply  a  cathartic  of  sulph. 
sodae.  The  soreness  continued  to  increase  throughout  the  day,  and,  to- 
wards evening,  he  began  to  experience  difficulty  of  breathing.  At  9, 
P.  M.,  this  difficulty  was  considerable,  and  he  applied  to  the  attendant, 
who  administered  some  domestic  remedies  and  left  him,  not  regarding  his 
situation  as  dangerous.  The  symptoms,  however,  continued  to  increase 
with  great  rapidity,  and  at  about  11,  P.  M.,  finding  himself  sufFocatino-, 
he  suddenly  declared  to  his  fellow  occupants  that  he  was  dying,  sprang 
from  his  bed  to  go  to  the  attendant's  sleeping  apartment,  reached  the  hall, 
and,  giving  a  loud  shriek,  fell  upon  the  floor.  He  was  found  struggling 
violently  in  the  agonies  of  suffocation,  which  recurred,  with  occasionally 
a  few  moments  of  comparative  ease,  until  they  terminated  in  death,  con- 
sciousness apparently  remaining  to  the  last  moment  of  existence. 

The  body  was  examined  the  day  following.  Muscular  system  largely 
developed.  Thick  layer  of  adipose  substance  between  muscles  and  in- 
teguments.     Chest. — Some  old  adhesions,  otherwise  lungs  healthy. 

JSote. — The  condition  of  the  heart  as  it  regards  its  contents,  and 
of  the  lungs  as  it  regards  engorgement,  is  not  recorded  nor  recollected. 

Abdomen. — Viscera  healthy.     They  were  examined  minutely,  as  fine 

specimens  of  healthy  tissues.     Head  not  opened.     Arteries,  filled  with 

black  blood,  uncoagulated.     The   important   trunks   of  the   extremities 

were  cut  down  upon,  and  I  was  struck  with  the  fact  of  their  being  filled 
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with  bluck  fluid  blood,  giving  ihem  the  appearance  of  the  deep-seated 
veins. 

Larynx. — On  examination  of  the  larynx  and  contiguous  parts,  it  was 
found  that  the  glandular  adipose  substance  situated  between  the  epiglot- 
tis, the  OS  hyoides,  and  upper  coraua  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  was  en- 
larged, forming  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  hickory  nut.  The  enlargement 
was  greatest  on  the  right  side.  The  glottis  seemed  also  to  be  tumefied, 
so  that  the  cavity  between  the  two  ligaments  was  destroyed,  and  the 
canal  nearly  closed  by  this  alone.  Both  evidently  produced  complete 
obstruction.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  was  white,  that  of 
the  trachea  slightly  injected.  The  surface  of  the  tumor  was  white.  The 
parts  were  removed,  and  are  still  in  my  possession. 

RemarTis. — The  proximate  cause  of  death  was  sufficiendy  explained 
by  the  appearances  just  described.  Of  the  remote  cause  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  It  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret  that  the  patient  was  not  seen  in 
season  to  have  perfomied  the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  The  patient 
was  received  into  the  Alms-house  for  intermitting  fever.  This  disease 
had  been  arrested,  and  he  had  nearly  regained  his  accustomed  health 
and  vigor. 

Case  II.  Death  from  distension  of  Stomach. — An  idiot,  aged  about  22 
(male),  died  February,  1840,  under  the  following  circumstances.  He  had 
appeared  on  the  day  of  his  death,  and  previously,  in  good  health.  He  was 
habitually  gluttonous,  and  at  supper  ate  to  an  unusual  excess  of  potatoes 
and  mush  and  milk.  The  keeper  was  called  to  see  him  at  9,  P.  M.,  and 
found  him  with  respiration  short,  and  groaning  with  severe  pain,  the  loca- 
tion of  which  he  indicated  was  at  epigastrium.  The  abdomen  was  ob- 
served to  be  distended.  Stimulants  were  administered  and  applied  ex- 
ternally. He  was  observed  to  sweat  profusely.  Soon  he  became  coma- 
tose, with  stertorous  respiration,  and  died  at  12,  midnight. 

Examination  of  body  the  day  following,  P.  INI.  Chest. — Lungs 
healthy.  Heart  appeared  h3^pertrophied.  It  was  brought  away  for  pre- 
servation, and  on  injecting  with  size  into  the  upper  vena  cava  the  whole 
heart  was  fully  and  very  minutely  injected.  This  would  probably  indicate, 
either  that  the  communication  between  the  auricles  had  never  entirely 
closed,  which  was  not  indicated  by  any  symptoms  during  life  ;  or  that  a 
rupture  took  place  by  the  force  employed  in  the  injection.  The  organ 
was  given  away  before  it  occurred  to  examine  with  reference  to  this  point. 

(^uery. — Could  it  have  taken  place  through  the  capillary  system,  or 
might  it  denote  a  sudden  pathological  change  which  was  concerned  in  the 
death  of  the  patient  ? 

Abdomen. — On  la\  ing  open  the  abdomen,  the  stomach  seemed  to  oc- 
cupy almost  t!ie  entire  abdominal  space.  It  extended,  transversely,  from 
one  hypochondrium  to  the  other,  completely  concealing  the  liver  in  the 
right.  Downwards,  it  extended  below  the  umbilicus.  Upwards,  it  had 
pushed  the  diaphragm  a's  far  as  it  could  extend  into  the  cavity  of  the 
chest.  At  the  lowest  estimate  made  by  those  present,  its  capacity  would 
enable  it  to  contain  six  quarts.  The  small  intestines  were  moderately 
tympanitic.  Tlie  transverse  colon  was  empty  and  undistended,  lying  un- 
der the  enormously  distended  stomach. 
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On  section  of  the  stomach,  a  gas  escaped  which  did  not  emit  a  foetid 
odor.  It  contained  a  quantity  of  food,  so  much  digested  that  tiie  charac- 
ters were  lost,  with  the  exception  of  several  pieces  of  potato.  INIuch  had 
been  forced  from  the  nose  and  mouth  after  death.  It  was  observed  (al- 
though it  did  not  at  the  time  of  examination  excite  sufficient  interest  to 
lead  to  an  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  parts  with  a  view  to  its 
explanation)  that  in  compressing  the  distended  stomach  with  much  force, 
no  gas  was  forced  through  the  pyloric  orifice  into  the  duodenum.  The 
mucous  membrane  was  healthy  in  appearance. 

Arteries. — On  cutting  down  upon  the  femoral  and  tibial  arteries  they 
were  found  to  be  filled  with  uncoagulated  venous  blood.  Head  not 
opened. 

Case  III.  Death  from  Repletion,  in  conjunction  with  Opium. — Fox, 
aged  about  50,  habituated  for  many  years  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  and 
opium  ;  for  a  long  time  a  frequent  inmate  of  the  Alms-house  ;  had  re- 
turned a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  after  an  absence  of  several  months. 
His  left  leg  was  amputated  about  eight  years  previous,  for  an  incurable 
ulcer.  An  ulcer  also  existed  at  that  time,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  the  right  leg ;  and  he  was  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  of  this  extremity.  For  the  six  or  eight  months 
previous  to  his  death,  he  had  suffered  from  an  affection  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone ;  several  portions  of  bone  had  been  discharged.  The 
disease  was  supposed  to  be  necrosis,  which  it  proved  to  be  on  dissection 
after  death. 

July  9th,  he  was  in  his  usual  health,  with  the  exception  of  some  pain  in 
the  knee  of  his  amputated  extremity,  which  was  regarded  as  rheumatic,  and 
T.  colchicum  gtt.  xx.,  three  times  daily,  was  prescribed.  In  the  afternoon 
he  ate  very  freely  of  unripe  cherries,  and  at  supper  very  heartily  of  corn 
mush  and  milk.  Soon  after  supper  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  at 
epigastrium,  extending  downwards  through  the  abdomen  ;  and  was  seized 
with  severe  rigors.  (He  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  intermitting 
fever.)  He  vomited  slightly.  Warm  tea  and  infusion  of  ginger  were 
administered  by  the  attendant.  This  not  producing  relief,  of  his  own 
accord  he  had  recourse  to  opium,  which  he  had  been  for  many  years  in 
the  habit  of  using,  and,  generally,  contrived  to  keep  himself  provided 
with.  The  amount  taken  is  not  known.  At  10,  P.  M.,  his  distress  con- 
tinued, and  the  abdomen  was  observed  to  be  distended.  His  respiration 
was  short,  and  he  sweat  profusely.  He  appeared,  at  this  time,  manifestly 
under  the  influence  of  opium.  He  shortly  afterwards  became  comatose, 
with  stertorous  breathing,  and  died  at  2,  A.  I\I. 

Examination,  twelve  hours  after  Death. — Muscular  system  well  de- 
veloped ;  adipose  layer  under  integuments  over  the  abdomen  one  and  a 
half  inches  in  thickness. 

Chest. — Adhesions  on  both  sides  of  the  pleurae  ;  in  left  chest  by  nu- 
merous bands  and  threads,  in  the  right  by  more  entire  union.  Structure 
of  lungs  healthy  ;  considerably  engorged  with  black  blood.  Heart,  much 
loaded  with  adipose  substance  ;  effusion  into  pericardium  somewhat  in- 
creased.    Right  auricle  much  distended.     Not  examined  internally. 

Abdomen. — Stomach  enormously  distended ;  contained  about  a  quart 
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of  unripe  cherries  with  the  stones,  and  corn  meal,  the  characters  of  all 
which  were  wholly  unchanged.  IMucous  membrane  not  altered,  excejjt- 
ing  a  rosy  hue  was  observed  in  some  portions.  Colon  much  distended. 
Internal  surfaces  of  large  and  small  intestines  not  examined. 

Head  not  opened.  Arteries. — On  cutting  down  upon  the  femoral  ar- 
tery, it  was  found  moderately  filled  with  uncoagulated  black  blood.  Con- 
siderable frothy  matter  escaped  from  the  nose  after  death. 

Remarks. — The  only  account  of  cases  analogous  to  the  two  last,  which 
I  recollect  to  have  met  with,  is  contained  in  Christison's  treatise  on  poi- 
sons. This  author  states  that  death  from  distension  occurs  in  some  cases 
by  apoplexy,  and  in  others  by  some  more  direct  influence  which  he  does 
not  undertake  to  explain.  The  interval  which  elapsed  between  the  re- 
ception of  the  ingesta  and  dissolution,  together  with  the  coma  and  ster- 
tor,  furnish  grounds  for  presuming  that,  in  these  cases,  it  was  by  the 
former  of  these  modes.  I  should  perhaps  be  much  better  authorized  to 
form  an  opinion  on  this  point,  had,  in  either  case,  the  cranium  been 
opened.  This  omission  I  cannot  now  sufficiently  regret,  and  I  feel,  that 
in  presenting  the  cases  for  publication,  it  demands  an  excuse.  The  only 
apology  I  have  to  offer,  is,  that  the  dissections  were  made  under  several 
unfavorable  circumstances,  and  when  my  own  ill  health  prevented  me 
from  appreciating  fully  the  importance  of  extending  them  further,  and 
conducting  the  observations  widi  more  minuteness  and  precision. 

I  should  remark,  with  reference  to  the  degree  of  distension  of  stomach 
in  the  third  case,  that  in  the  record  made  at  the  time,  the  term  "  enor- 
mous "  only  was  used,  without  any  estimation  of  the  capacity  of  the  or- 
gan, and  I  will  not  venture  to  guess  at  it  now.  It  was,  however,  much 
less  than  in  the  second  case.  It  seemed  probable  that  in  this  case  the  in- 
fluence of  opium  co-operated  with  the  effects  of  repletion  in  producing 
death. 

Buffalo,  Nov.,  1840. 


INFLUENCE   OF   MATERNAL     FEELINGS— ACEPHALOUS   CHILD,   &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  is  generally  supposed  by  physiologists  that  the  imagination  of 
the  mother  has  no  effect  in  producing  a  defective  or  deformed  child,  and  I 
have  ever  been  of  this  opinion.  But  facts  alone  furnish  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, and  these  facts  in  many  cases  are  not  well  understood,  especially  the 
causes  which  produce  them.  1  am  not  now  disposed  to  take  up  or  put 
down  any  hypothesis  in  relation  to  this  matter.  But  we  all  ought  to  seek 
for  truth.     I  will  here  relate  a  case, 

I  was  called,  Jan.  2-2,  1841,  to  attend  upon  Mrs.  H.  in  labor.  On 
examination  I  found  a  breech  presentation.  On  rupturing  the  membrane 
an  unusual  quantity  of  water  escaped.  Nothing  further  remarkable  was 
discovered  till  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  when,  to  my  great  surprise,  I 
found  that  the  upper  part  of  the  cranium  was  wanting;  there  was  nothing 
like  a  brain  ;  the  depression  or  base-like  portion  of  the  skull  seemed  to  be 
hard  or  callous,  something  like  a  cicatrice.     All  was  wanting  above  the 
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eyes,  in  a  line  drawn  close  to  the  ear  and  to  the  posterior  inferior  part  of 
the  skull.  There  were  sii^^ns  of  life,  but  no  respiration  ;  it  appeared  like 
muscular  contraction  or  convulsions.  In  other  respects  the  child  was 
perfect,  except  in  one  of  its  fingers  there  was  a  slight  deformity. 

And  now  let  me  ask,  what  could  be  the  cause  of  this  anomalous  case? 
When  I  discovered  the  defect  in  the  child,  1  kept  it  covered,  so  that  no 
one  knew  what  the  matter  was.  Not  hearing  any  cries  from  the  child, 
the  by-standers  wished  to  know  the  cause.  I  told  them  the  child  was 
dead.  After  a  few  moments  of  recovery,  the  mother  wished  to  know  if 
it  was  a  perfect  child,  for,  said  she,  "  1  did  not  expect  it  would  be."  I 
requested  her  to  relate  the  reason,  and  what  she  thought  would  be  the 
trouble  with  it.  To  which  she  replied,  "  I  thought  there  would  be  some- 
thing the  matter  with  its  head,  for  I  dressed  the  head  of  a  calf  last  June, 
and  when  I  took  the  axe  to  cut  it  open,  I  felt  dreadfully,  and  thought  I 
should  faint  or  die  for  two  or  three  houi-s."  This  woman  thought  much 
upon  the  subject,  and  expected  the  child  would  be  deficient,  or  cut  and 
lacerated  in  the  head.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  clear  case  where  the 
imaoination  of  the  mother  was  the  cause  of  a  deformed  child. 

Dcnmarli,  Me.,  Feb.  17,  1841.  L.  P.  S. 


SYRUP  OF   SARSAPARILLA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Compound  Syrup  of  Sarsaparilla,  prepared  by  Dr.  Cor- 
bett,  of  Shaker  Village,  in  INIerriraack  County,  N.  H.,  is  acquiring  con- 
siderable reputation  in  this  vicinity  for  the  cure  of  a  variety  of  cutaneous 
diseases ;  and  is  also  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  functional 
disorders  of  the  liver,  scrofula  and  syphilis.  The  formula  of  this  valuable 
medicine  is  no  secret,  but  is  readily  shown,  by  the  generous  proprietor,  to 
any  medical  gentleman  who  wishes  to  examine  it.  I  have  used  it  somewhat 
extensively  in  my  practice  for  the  last  two  years,  in  the  treatment  of  cu- 
taneous affections,  particularly  of  children,  and  have  had  abundant  reason 
to  be  gratified  with  the  results.  I  consider  it  more  particularly  adapted 
to  the  chronic  variety  of  cutaneous  diseases,  than  to  those  cases  which 
are  attended  with  active  constitutional  symptoms. 

The  effects  of  this  syrup  on  the  system  are  laxative  and  alterative. 
Diluted  with  cold  water  it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  by  most  children  is 
taken  very  readily  ;  a  consideration  of  some  importance  in  tlie  treatment 
of  chronic  diseases  of  children. 

I  usually  prescribe  a  few  grains  of  calomel  and  rhubarb,  to  be  followed 
with  salts  or  castor  oil  in  three  hours,  and  then  commence  with  the  sar. 
syrup,  in  the  dose  of  a  table-spoonful  three  times  per  day  to  a  child  un- 
der ten  years  of  age  ;  for  an  adult,  half  a  wine-glassful  is  a  medium  dose. 
1  have  seen  many  obstinate  diseases  of  the  skin  gradually  but  entirely 
disappear  under  its  use.  I  first  gave  it  to  my  own  child,  who  was  severely 
afflicted  with  the  chronic  variety  of  urticaria,  which,  as  it  is  well  known, 
is  characterized  by  hard  elevations  of  the  cuticle,  of  irregular  forms,  with 
a  whitish  centre,  and  diffuse  redness  round  their  margins,  attended  with 
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itching,  and  a  stinging  or  smarting  pain.  In  a  few  days  I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  this  troublesome  disease  completely  disappear.  This 
induced  me  to  prescribe  it  for  other  children,  and  I  have  since  used  it  in  a 
great  many  cases  of  a  similar  character,  and  I  may  add,  in  different 
species  of  cutaneous  diseases,  with  almost  uniform  success.  This  syrup 
is  also  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  those  eruptions  which  ap- 
pear in  secondary  syphilis.  Richard  P.  J.  Tenney. 
Loudon,  N.  H.,  Feb.  19,  1841. 

Dr.  Corbett's  Sarsaparilla  Syrup  is  kept  constantly  for  sale  in  Boston 
by  Edward  Brinley  and  Joseph  Kidder,  where  are  also  kept  a  great  va- 
riety of  medicinal  plants  prepared  and  put  up  by  him  in  the  most  faith- 
ful manner. 


NON-RESTRAINT  IN  THE   TREATMENT   OF   LUNATICS. 

[As  the  subject  of  using  personal  restraint  in  the  treatment  of  lunatics  is 
now  exciting  great  attention  among  medical  men,  we  copy  the  following 
remarks  upon  it,  by  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Mc 
Lean  Asylum,  who  has  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  modes  of 
treatment  now  practised  in  England,  as  well  as  much  practical  experience 
in  the  well-conducted  institution  under  his  care.] 

An  absence  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  of  about  four  months  in 
search  of  health,  under  permission  of  your  Board — a  permission  granted 
in  a  manner  and  accompanied  with  circumstances  calling  for  his  grateful 
acknowledgments — gave  your  Superintendent  some  opportunity  to  ob- 
serve and  compare,  and  if  occasion  had  offered,  to  improve  by  the  long- 
established  and  extensive  insane  institutions  of  the  old  world.  While  sur- 
prised and  gratified  at  the  extent  and  magnificence  of  many  of  these 
establishments,  there  seemed  little  or  nothing  in  architectural  arrange- 
ments, or  in  modes  of  moral  or  medical  treatment  of  value,  which  has  not 
long  since  been  transplanted  to  or  discovered  in  the  American  institu- 
tions. The  only  noticeable  peculiarity  worth  communicating  would 
seem  to  be,  the  experiment  commenced  recently  in  some  of  the  Brit- 
ish hospitals,  of  an  entire  disuse,  as  they  consider  it,  of  corporeal  re- 
straints. At  the  Lincoln  Lunatic  Asylum,  it  is  said  in  the  Report  of  the 
Middlesex  Asylum  at  Ifanwell  for  1839,  that  the  last  personal  restraint 
occurred  in  January,  1837,  and  at  the  last-mentioned  institution  restrain- 
ing apparatus  has  been  thrown  aside  since  the  latter  part  of  September, 
1839.  I  consider  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  visit  to  Europe  to 
have  been  the  privilege  of  spending  the  greater  portion  of  a  day  at  Han- 
well,  and  the  opportunity  of  conversing  freely  on  this  as  well  as  other 
subjects  relating  to  the  insane,  with  Dr.  Conolly,  the  head  of  this  exten- 
sive establishment,  whose  reputation  as  a  medical  philosopher  and  writer 
on  mental  alienation,  is  no  less  recognized  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  than 
at  home,  and  whose  urbanity  and  attention  to  a  stranger,  with  no  claims 
beyond  a  community  of  interests  and  pursuit,  I  cannot  but  gratefully  re- 
call.    As  anything  like  improvement  in   the  present  system,  introduced 
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elsewhere,  must  soon  attract  attention  here,  and  as  the  idea  of  absolutely 
discardinir  personal  restraint  has  something  so  attractive  in  its  very  men- 
tion, 1  have  been  induced  to  bestow  considerable  reflection  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  such  a  universal  rule  at  this  Asylum.  Thus  far  at 
these  two  great  institutions  referred  to,  the  former  with  about  150,  and 
the  latter  with  over  800  patients,  the  ex])eriment  has  been  found  so  suc- 
cessful as  to  be  persevered  in  ;  whedier  adopted  beyond  these  hospitals  or 
not,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the 
attempt  has  been  much  noticed  and  applauded  in  England,  and  of  course 
will  soon  have  its  praises  transferred  to  every  portion  of  our  land. 

As  regards  Great  Britain,  the  encomiums  bestowed  upon  this  innova- 
tion may  be  all  deserved  ; — in  a  country  where  at  this  moment  a  chain  to 
each  bed  of  at  least  one  long  dormitory  may  be  seen  at  the  extensive 
metropolitan  hospital  of  St,  Luke,  such  a  discovery  as  puts  an  end  to  such 
barbarity  may  well  excite  applause ;  or  at  die  Lincoln  Asylum,  where 
the  number  of  patients  under  restraint  was  39  of  an  entire  number  of 
72,  in  1830;  54  of  92,  in  1831  ;  40  of  70,  in  1832;  55  of  81,  in 
1833  ;  44  of  87,  in  1834  ;  and  so  on,  the  change  must  be  most  gratify- 
ing to  every  human  heart. 

Dr.  Conolly  in  "  the  Fifty-first  Report  of  the  V^isiting  Justices  of  the 
County  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Hanwell,"  for  the  year  1839  (page  47),  re- 
marks as  follows :  "  For  patients  who  take  off  or  destroy  their  clothes, 
strong  dresses  are  provided,  secured  round  the  waist  by  a  leathern  belt 
fastened  by  a  small  lock.  For  some  who  destroy  the  collar  and  cuffs  of 
their  dresses  w  ith  their  teeth,  a  leathern  binding  to  those  parts  of  the 
dress  is  found  convenient.  Varied  contrivances  are  adopted  with  varia- 
ble results,  ybr  keeping  clothing  on  diose  who  would  otherwise  expose 
themselves  to  cold  at  night ;  and  warm  boots  fastened  round  the  ankles 
by  a  small  lock  instead  of  a  button  or  buckle,  are  sometimes  the  means  of 
protecting  the  feet  of  those  who  will  not  lie  doivn.  ****** 
Those  tvho  are  in  the  habit  of  striking  suddenly,  tearing  the  bed-clothes, 
^c,  sometimes  wear  a  dress  of  which  the  sleeves  terminate  in  a  stuffed 
glove  ivithout  a  division  for  the  thumb  and  fingers.  But  no  form  of 
straight-waistcoat,  no  hand-straps,  no  leg-locks,  nor  any  contrivance  con- 
fining the  trunk  or  limbs  or  any  of  the  muscles,  is  now  in  use.  The  coer- 
cion-chairs, about  forty  in  number,  have  been  altogether  removed  from 
the  wards  ;  no  chair  of  this  kind  has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  restraint 
since  the  middle  of  August." 

Any  gentleman,  familiar  with  the  management  of  this,  or  1  believe  any 
of  the  New-England  institutions  from  their  origin,  will  at  once  declare,  if 
this  is  all  that  is  meant  by  an  absolute  disuse  of  restraining  means — if  the 
application  of  leathern  mittens,  waist-straps,  varied  contrivances  for  keep- 
ing on  clothing,  boots  with  locks,  &ic.,  are  considered  so  mild  and  trifling 
measures,  as  not  to  be  included  under  the  phrase  of  personal  restraint, 
that  this  innovation,  or  experiment  or  improvement  can  never  be  intro- 
duced here,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that  the  application  of  the  severe 
measures  reported  as  discarded  at  Hanwell,  never  was  heard  of  in  our 
asylums,  and  but  a  few  even  of  the  measures  deemed  sn  insignificant  as 
to  form  no  exception,  have  ever  been  found  necessary  here.     If  this  is  all 
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that  is  intended  in  the  new  system,  our  experience  for  years  may  en- 
courage them  to  go  on  fearlessly. 

An  amount  of  restraint  less  than  is  intimated  in  these  exceptions,  has 
long  proved  adequate  in  this  institution ;  the  necessity,  for  example,  of 
restraining  apparatus  for  keeping  the  patient  covered  at  night,  is  here  ob- 
viated by  the  admission  of  heated  air  to  the  sleeping  apartment  when 
necessary.  For  some  years  the  average  number  of  patients  under  the 
restraint  of  leathern  mittens,  has  not  exceeded  one  per  cent.,  and  often 
week  after  week  elapses  without  even  a  single  instance. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  rare  use  might  with  safety  be  carried  to  a  still 
greater  extent — to  that  of  absolute  interdiction  ;  but  how  far  it  may  be 
dispensed  with,  or  how  far  the  best  good  of  the  sufferer  demands  its  ap- 
plication, is  a  question  of  judgment  to  be  decided  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case.  An  important  rule  is,  that  no  restraint  even  of 
the  slightest  kind  should  ever  be  applied  or  removed  except  under  the 
direction  of  an  officer.  This  rule  has  always  been  incorporated  in  our 
code  of  domestic  regulations.  But  to  lay  down  the  broad  absolute  rule 
of  disusing  all  the  mild  forms  of  restraint,  would  not  comport  with  the 
best  good  of  an  institution.  I  do  not  doubt  that  with  the  number  of  ac- 
tive and  trusty  assistants  we  now  have,  it  might  be  practicable  to  pursue 
such  a  system,  perhaps  without  any  results  of  consequence  to  be  regretted. 
Yet  its  adoption  would  be  cutting  off  the  power  of  employing  a  remedial 
means  often  of  great  value  to  the  patient.  A  portion  of  the  feeling  in 
England  as  to  restraining  measures,  is  based  on  a  delusion.  Which  is  the 
greater  restraint,  to  shut  up  a  patient  disposed  to  strike  upon  any  sudden 
impulse,  in  his  solitary  dormitory,  having  its  light  admitted  just  below  the 
ceiling,  or  to  place  large  leathern  mittens  on  his  hands,  and  permit  him 
to  go  into  a  large  court-yard  and  to  walk  up  and  down  in  the  open  air  ? 
The  seclusion  within  a  room  is  not  considered  personal  restraint,  in  the 
reports  referred  to.  Or  which  is  least  oppressive  to  a  patient  disposed  to 
certain  troublesome  habits,  as  abrading  the  skin  of  the  face  by  perpetual 
picking,  or  plucking  out  the  hair  root  after  root — habits  become  from  neg- 
lect so  inveterate  and  involuntary,  that  even  while  the  physician  is  dis- 
suading or  promising  restraint,  his  hand  unconsciously  returns  to  its  wonted 
act — to  place  the  hands  in  a  muff  of  leather,  at  once  simple,  free  from 
pain  and  effective,  or  to  trust  to  the  vigilance  or  the  eventually  annoying 
and  irritating  remindings  or  restraints  of  an  assistant  ?  Who  can  doubt  as 
to  the  comparative  advantage  of  personal  restraint  from  the  hands  of  at- 
tendants or  of  apparatus,  in  those  cases  of  delirium-like  fury,  where  the 
sufferer  is  constantly  endeavoring  to  rise  from  his  bed,  and  where  the 
presence  of  faces  around  him  is  associated  in  his  blind  frenzy  with  ene- 
mies to  be  contended  with,  regardless  of  their  numbers.  The  mind  may 
be  in  that  state  where  the  most  soothing  attentions  are  met  only  with  fury 
and  suspicion.  How  valuable  in  such  a  case  is  the  beautiful  and  simple 
apparatus,  constructed  I  believe  by  my  distinguished  predecessor,  Dr. 
Wyman,  which  holds  the  sufferer  gendy  in  his  position  on  his  bed,  allow- 
ing him  almost  every  natural  and  proper  movement,  yet  prevents  his 
wearing  himself  out  by  constant  efforts  to  rise,  and  allows  every  person  to 
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leave  his  immediate  apartment  (for  his  disordered  fancy  makes  cruel  ene- 
mies of  all)  with  a  certainty  that  he  is  safe  and  comfortable. 

Again,  in  some  highly  active  forms  of  the  suicidal  propensity,  where  no 
human  vigilance  can  prevent  the  consummation  of  the  dreadful  act,  except 
accompanied  by  the  ceaseless  application  of  tlie  force  of  several  persons,  a 
proper  restraining  means  such  as  the  leathern  muff,  at  once  allays  the  vio- 
lence of  the  propensity,  by  showing  the  patient  that  he  need  not  be  on  the 
watch  to  elude  his  attendants,  and  that  attempts  are  vain  to  accomplish  his 
design  by  force.  The  best  proof  of  the  value  of  the  occasional  use  of  this 
and  other  means  of  vigilance,  is  manifested  in  the  extraordinary  fact,  that 
of  the  more  than  six  hundred  and  tifty  patients  admitted  within  the  last 
five  years,  amounting  to  more  than  one-third  of  all  the  inmates  during  the 
twenty-three  years  of  the  existence  of  this  institution,  a  single  individual 
only  has  committed  suicide  !  I  cannot  here  forbear  to  refer  to  this  re- 
markable result,  as  one  redounding  to  the  honor  of  the  male  and  female 
Supervisors,  and  entitling  them  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  obligations  of 
the  community,  for  to  them  necessarily  appertains  to  a  great  extent  the 
merit  of  a  prompt  detection,  often  no  easy  matter,  and  a  successful  pre- 
vention of  this  sad  accident.  This  result  will  be  duly  appreciated  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  number  of  those  evincing  this  propensity  has 
sometimes  amounted  to  a  dozen,  and  I  have  never  known  the  period 
when  no  instance  existed.  I  recall  also  from  memory  no  less  than  three 
instances  within  as  many  years,  where  patients  have  returned  home  upon 
partial  convalescence  or  from  other  motives,  and  resorted  almost  imme- 
diately to  the  fatal  act  successfully,  although  the  friends  and  relatives 
wei'e  forewarned  to  exert  their  utmost  vigilance  by  our  experience.. 


NEW    AND    SUCCESSFUL   METHOD   OF  TREATING  DISEASE   OF   THE 
PROSTATE    GLAND. 

BY    W.    HENDERSON,    M.D.,    PERTH. 

On  the  fii-st  of  June,  1840,  a  gentleman  consulted  me  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances.  About  four  years  ago,  he  first  felt  a  more  frequent 
desire  than  usual  to  void  urine,  accompanied  with  more  or  less  pain,  and 
followed  with  frequent  slight  mucous  discharge  from  the  urethra.  He 
was  then  in  London,  and  the  medical  gentleman  whom  he  consulted 
treated  the  complaint  as  gonorrhoeal.  He  shortly  after  that  left  London, 
but  impressed  with  the  idea  of  the  alleged  nature  of  his  disease,  he  con- 
tinued to  take  all  sorts  of  medicines,  known  and  secret,  without  any 
abatement  of  his  sufferings. 

When  I  first  saw  him,  he  felt  an  almost  constant  desire  to  empty  the 
bladder,  often  passing  only  a  few  drops  of  urine  at  a  time,  accompanied 
with  much  pain  and  pressure :  occasional  severe  lancinating  pains  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  which  extended  throughout  the  urethra,  and  were 
most  distressing  at  the  point  of  the  penis ;  priapisms  and  emissions  during 
sleep,  followed  with  extreme  heat  and  pain  ;  constant  mucous  discharge 
from  the  urethra  ;  bowels  confined  ;  much  uneasiness  in  passing  the  faeces  ; 
a  sensation  as  if  some  hard  substance  were  pressing  from  within  against 
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the  verge  of  the  anus,  which  no  effort  to  empty  the  bowel  could  remove. 
Sitting  for  any  length  of  time  on  a  hard  seat,  causes  a  deep-seated,  heavy 
pain  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder ;  heat  and  excoriation  at  the  verge  of  the 
anus  on  taking  even  moderate  exercise  on  foot,  and  he  cannot  ride  on 
horseback  at  all  from  the  pain  it  occasions. 

On  introducing  a  catheter,  to  ascertain  whether  stricture  existed,  the 
instrument  passed  freely  until  it  reached  the  prostate  gland,  where  there 
was  obstruction  and  much  pain  in  passing  it  into  the  bladder.  I  tlien 
examined  the  gland  with  the  finger  through  the  rectum  ;  it  was  much  en- 
larged, and  painful  on  pressure. 

The  ordinary  means,  viz.,  aperients,  iodine,  leeches,  and  counter-irri- 
tants on  the  perineum,  were  persevered  with  for  four  weeks,  with  scarcely 
any  alleviation  of  the  patient's  sufferings,  and  no  progress  whatever  made 
in  reducino;  the  size  of  the  trland. 

While  pondering  on  this  most  distressing  case,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  if 
I  could  manage  to  apply  leeches  upon  the  gland,  through  the  rectum, 
they  might  have  a  good  effect.  Accordingly,  I  had  a  tube  made  of  tin, 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide  at  one  ead,  and  half  an  inch  wide  at  the  other, 
with  the  narrow  end  slightly  bent.  I  then  cut  down  the  wide  end  of 
the  tube  about  a  third  part  of  an  inch,  two-thirds  of  its  diameter,  in  front, 
corresponding  with  the  bend,  leaving  the  projection  behind  as  a  handle 
to  enable  me  to  guide  the  other  end  accurately,  and  keep  it  steady  after 
it  had  been  properly  applied.  Having  just  had  the  bowel  freely  emptied, 
I  cautiously  introduced  the  tube,  so  directed,  that  by  pushing  it  up  in  a 
straight  line,  its  mouth  must  pass  over  the  centre  of  the  right  lobe  (the 
tenderest  part)  of  the  gland.  As  the  tube  advanced,  1  made  gende 
lateral  pressure  with  its  projecting  point,  at  the  distance  of  about  every 
line,  until  the  patient  experienced  a  sensation  somewhat  similar  to  that 
felt  when  the  point  of  the  finger  was  pressed  against  the  most  sensible 
part  of  the  gland.  I  then  secured  the  tube  gently,  but  steadily,  with  the 
left  hand,  and  with  the  right  hand  introduced  a  leech  into  it,  which,  I 
was  not  a  little  pleased  to  find,  took  readily.  When  this  leech  dropped 
off,  I  changed  the  position  of  the  tube,  so  as  to  place  the  mouth  of  it 
over  the  left  lobe  of  the  gland,  and  then  introduced  another  leech,  which 
also  took  readily. 

When  the  tube  was  withdrawn  the  blood  accumulated  in  the  rectum, 
and  brought  on  a  desire  to  evacuate  the  bowel ;  this  was  frequently  the 
case,  but,  from  the  feculent  matter  with  which  it  was  mixed,  the  exact 
quantity  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  it  was  considerable.  This  appli- 
cation of  the  leeches  was  followed  with  great  relief  to  the  patient  ;  the 
priapisms  and  emissions  by  which  he  iiad  been  so  long  harassed  and 
weakened  entirely  ceased,  and  aU  his  other  symptoms  were  much  miti- 
gated. The  aperients  and  iodine  were  continued.  A  week  after  the 
leeches  were  again  applied,  and  acted  equally  well.  After  this  the  pres- 
sure on  the  s))hincter  ani,  and  desire  to  empty  the  bowel,  were  scarcely 
at  all  experienced  ;  and  the  mucous  discharge  from  the  urethra  altogether 
disappeared.  The  only  uneasiness  which  he  now  felt  was  the  heat  and 
lancinating  pains  in  the  ghmd  and  urethr.T,  particuhiriy  at  the  point  of  the 
penis,  which  were  occasionally  a  little  troublesome.  Two  days  after  the  last 
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application  of  the  leeches,  1  examined  the  gland  with  the  finger,  through 
the  rectum  ;  it  was  now  greatly  reduced  in  size,  and  pressure  upon  it 
gave  very  little  uneasiness.  Six  days  afterwards,  tiie  heat  and  pains  in  the 
gland  and  urethra  being  slill  occasionally  felt,  an  attempt  was  again  made 
to  apply  the  leeches  as  formerly,  which  failed.  When  the  tube  was  with- 
drawn the  cause  of  the  failure  was  manifest,  the  introduced  end  of  it 
being  quite  filled  up  with  feculent  matter.  Something  had  occurred  to 
prevent  the  patient  from  taking  his  aperient  at  the  usual  time,  and  his 
bowels  had  not  been  properly  relieved.  A  similar  occurrence  was 
guarded  against  on  the  following  day,  when  the  leeches  acted  well.  The 
relief  which  the  patient  experienced  was  now  so  complete,  that,  except 
continuing  the  aperients  and  iodine,  nothing  more  was  done  for  two  weeks, 
when  I  again  examined  the  gland.  It  had  now  decreased  to  about  the 
natural  size,  but  pressure  on  the  right  lobe  still  gave  a  little  uneasiness. 
On  this  part  one  leech  was  again  applied,  which  acted  well. 

At  the  end  of  other  two  weeks,  I  again  examined  the  gland,  through  the 
rectum,  and  a  perceptible  degree  of  tenderness  still  remaining  when  pres- 
sure was  made  upon  the  right  lobe,  one  leech  was  once  more  applied  upon 
it,  which,  after  a  little  manoeuvring,  acted  well.  From  that  time  the  pa- 
tient has  continued  well. — Lancet. 
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So  decisive  were  the  legislative  proceedings  last  week  upon  the  petition 
of  certain  gentlemen  for  the  charter  of  a  medical  college  in  the  city  of 
Lowell,  that  the  project  has  its  quietus  for  the  present  year.  There  were 
very  many  pertinent  observations  made  by  members  of  the  house  against 
the  incorporation  of  another  school  of  medicine  in  Massachusetts,  where 
there  are  two  already,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  ample  accommoda- 
tions for  all  the  students  that  will  probably  present  themselves  in  any  one 
season  for  many  years  to  come.  That,  in  the  hands  of  four  or  five  of  the 
physicians  of  Lowell,  an  independent,  chartered  school,  with  authority  to 
confer  degrees  which  would  be  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law  to  those  ema- 
nating' from  colleges  nearly  as  old  as  the  settlement  of  some  of  the  New- 
England  States,  would  be  a  convenient  instrument,  cannot  be  questioned. 
Medical  institutions,  however,  are  already  numerous,  and  we  think  it 
wholly  unnecessary  to  create  an  additional  number.  There  will  probably 
be  no  lack  of  persevering  effort,  for  years  to  come,  to  accomplish  an  object 
so  desirable  to  those  who  are  the  moving  powers  in  this  undertaking. 
But  can  it  be  possible  that,  by  any  system  of  conjuration,  a  charter  can 
hereafter  be  obtained  ?  The  same  objections  which  influenced  the  Gene- 
ral Court  this  year,  must  address  themselves  with  equal  force,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  to  the  intelligence  of  any  succeeding  legislative  body. 
It  has  been  intimated  that  the  real  plan,  in  the  sequel,  might  be  to  remove 
the  establishment  into  Boston  to  become  a  rival  to  the  one  in  Mason  street. 
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This  is  too  hypothetical  to  gain  much  credit.  By  crying  out  monopoly, 
a  clique,  a  leech  is  gorging  itself  with  the  life-blood  of  the  public,  and  the 
poor  are  made  the  dupes  of  the  rich,  sympathy  is  readily  enlisted  on  the 
side  of  what  is  called  oppressed  humanity.  How  is  it  possible,  however, 
in  this  case,  to  make  a  like  apology  for  asking  a  special  favor  of  the  Slate  ? 
The  Berkshire  school  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  had  its  origin  in  this 
kind  of  spirit-moving  argument — and  so  was  Amherst  College  chartered 
by  raising  a  breeze  about  the  grasping  character  of  Harvard,  and  the  re- 
moteness of  Williams,  Colleges. 

For  those  who  have  been  personally  active  in  this  matter,  we  entertain 
no  feelings  of  hostility.  They  are  certainly  men  of  great  respectability, 
and  entitled  to  perfect  confidence  as  eminent  and  successful  practitioners. 
Nor  are  they  to  be  blamed  for  manifesting  an  enterprising  spirit  in  this  or 
any  other  measure.  Their  representations  have  been  characterized  by  fair- 
ness, and  nothing  has  been  done,  to  our  knowledge,  with  a  view  to  steal- 
ing a  march  upon  their  opponents.  When  the  Council  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  was  in  session.  Dr.  Bartlett  addressed  that  body  in  a 
candid  manner,  though  his  plea  did  not  convince  all  the  fellows  present 
of  the  propriety  of  acquiescing  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

As  we  have  already  intimated,  these  defeated  petitioners  will  not  relin- 
quish the  hope  of  achieving  a  victory  hereafter.  Another  winter  will 
show  an  accumulation  to  the  catalogue  of  names — asking  for  what  they 
will  declare  to  be  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges.  When  the  Medical 
Society  comes  together  at  the  approaching  anniversary,  a  warm  debate 
is  foreseen  by  those  who  know  best  the  mode  of  striking  the  appro- 
priate strings.  While  some  contend  that  the  action  of  the  Counsellors  does 
not  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  Society,  others  maintain  that  it  is  their 
legitimate  business  to  speak  for  the  whole  fraternity.  With  these  diversi- 
fied notions,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  we  are  destined  to  hear  very  much 
more  of  the  Lowell  Medical  College. 

The  following  is  the  Reply  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  to  a  communication  from  the  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, calling  on  them  to  show  cause,  if  any,  why  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners should  not  be  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Education  of  the  House  of  Representatives  having 
requested  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  "  to 
give  their  objections,  if  any,  to  the  granting  of  the  petition  now  before 
that  Committee  for  the  incorporation  of  a  medical  institution  at  Lowell," 
the  Counsellors  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  reply  to  that  committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  February,  a 
notice  was  given  them  from  the  Committee  on  Education  of  the  petition 
for  a  medical  institution  at  Lowell,  but  the  Counsellors  then  thought  it 
sufficient  to  suggest  the  importance  of  having  proper  guards  placed  about 
any  institution  which  asked  for  the  privilege  of  conferring  medical  de- 
grees, and  they  abstained  from  engaging  in  the  consideration  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  forming  the  institution  proposed.  Under  this  renewed  appli- 
cation to  them,  the  Counsellors  conceive  that  the  Committee  wishes  to  as- 
certain their  views  on  that  point,  and  that  it  is  their  duly  to  give  them. 
They  therefore  submit  the  following  opinions  and  considerations  to  the 
Committee. 

The  Counsellors  think  it  obvious  that  the  public  good,  rather  than  the 
private  interest  of  individuals,  ought  to  decide  all  cjucslions  relating  to  the 
general  subject  of  medical  education.     It  is  the  interest  of  the  public  that 
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those  who  are  declared  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  health  and  lives  of 
their  fellow  men,  should  have  undergone  the  most  thorough  education, 
which  the  circunistaiices  of  our  cominunily  will  permit,  and  should  be 
faithfully  examined  in  regard  to  their  attainments.  The  Counsellors- 
believe  that  a  thorough  medical  education,  which  shall  qualify  young  men 
to  enter  on  practice  at  the  expiration  of  their  pupilage,  can  be  best  conducted 
in  those  situations,  where  pupils  enjoy  opportunities  of  forming  a  personal 
and  practical  acquaintance  with  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body,  and  with 
medical  and  surgical  practice  in  all  its  branches.  Such  opportunities,  as 
connected  with  medical  schools,  are  to  be  found  only  in  cities,  which  pos- 
sess extensive  and  well-endowed  hospitals,  together  with  ample  buildings 
and  apparatus  for  the  demonstration  of  all  the  branches  of  medical  science; 
and  there  is  not  probably  any  instance,  in  which  a  medical  school  has 
become  eminently  flourishing  or  useful,  without  establishments  and  facili- 
ties of  this  sort. 

The  Counsellors  are  of  opinion  that  the  medical  school  now  existing 
in  Boston,  possesses  abundant  facilities  of  the  kind  above  mentioned. 
From  what  they  know  of  the  time  and  labor  expended  by  the  professors 
of  that  school  on  the  various  branches  of  medical  science,  and  also  of  the 
ability  and  faithfulness  of  those  professors,  in  addition  to  the  local  advan- 
tages of  the  institution,  they  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  course  of  in- 
struction in  that  school,  considered  as  a  whole,  is  superior  to  that  of  any 
medical  school  in  New  England,  and  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the  United 
States.  In  a  city  like  Boston  there  will  be  no  difficulty,  at  any  future 
time,  in  finding  resident  physicians  and  surgeons,  not  only  competent  on 
the  score  of  learning,  but  also  qualified  by  experience  and  practice,  to 
form  correct  judgments  in  the  branches  to  be  taught,  and  who  will  be 
willing  to  give  their  time  to  the  business  of  instruction.  The  probability, 
at  least,  of  finding  such  must  always  be  greater,  the  larger  the  town  or 
city  in  which  they  are  to  be  sought. 

In  New  England  the  number  of  medical  schools  is  already  two  or  three 
times  greater  than  in  any  corresponding  amount  of  population  in  the 
United  States.  In  consequence  of  the  excess  of  competition  thus  pro- 
duced, few  of  these  schools  are  flourishing,  some  of  them  are  languishing, 
and  others  virtually  extinct.  If  schools  are  still  to  be  multiplied,  especially 
in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other,  it  will  tend  to  enfeeble  and  degrade 
the  office  of  medical  teaching,  and  render  it  difficult  to  engage  the  ser- 
vices of  persons  duly  qualified  to  fill  its  departments. 

The  Counsellors  do  not  perceive,  either  in  the  situation  or  advantages 
of  Lowell,  any  peculiar  fitness  in  that  city  for  becoming  the  seat  of  a 
medical  institution,  which  may  not  be  found,  nearly  in  the  same  degree, 
in  the  other  large  towns  in  the  Commonwealth.  And,  if  the  expediency 
of  multiplying  schools  be  once  admitted,  they  fear  that  an  unworthy  spirit 
of  competition  would  soon  be  engendered,  which  would  tend,  not  to  educate 
better  physicians,  but  to  attract  more  students  by  lowering  the  amount  of 
requisitions  required  from  them,  preparatory  to  entering  practice.  The 
Counsellors  are  therefore  fully  of  opinion  that  the  public  good,  which  re- 
quires that  physicians  should  be  well  educated,  would  be  injured,  rather 
than  advanced,  by  the  incorporation  of  a  medical  school  at  Lowell. 

^-,.         ,  (  RuFTis  Wyman,  President, 

iiigned,  j  ^^^_   ^T    Otts,  Kec.  Sec'y. 

The  foregoing  Reply  was  adopted  by  the  Counsellors,  yeas  17,  nays,  5. 
The  professors  of  Harvard  University,  four  of  whom  were  present,  were» 
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at  their  own  request,  excused  from  voting.  Dr.  Bartlett,  also,  one  of  the 
petitioners,  was  excused.  Anottier  of  the  petitioners  who  was  present 
voted  among  the  nays. 

After  a  short  debate,  it  was  voted  that  the  foregoing  Reply  to  the  Com- 
mittee be  signed  by  the  names  of  the  President  and  Recording  Secretary, 
against  which  measure  Drs.  Strong,  Walker  and  Choate  entered  their 
protest. 

Progress  of  Dental  Science. — The  9th  and  10th  No.  of  the  Journal  of 
Dental  Science,  embracing  January  and  February,  is  before  us — and  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  to  non-professional  as  well  as  pro- 
fessional readers.  It  is  filled  with  articles  of  exceeding  value,  collected 
from  sources  entitled  to  perfect  confidence.  There  is  no  imposition  per- 
taining to  this  publication.  Dr.  Brown's  introductory  discourse,  under  the 
caption  of  information,  4'C.,  should  be  read  by  medical  men.  With  the 
present  indications,  the  American  dentists  will  have  a  position  assigned 
them  by  general  consent,  flattering  to  their  efforts  lo  raise  their  profession 
to  the  dignity  of  a  science. 


HaJiwell  Insane  Institution. — Mr.  George  Combe,  of  Edinburgh,  to 
whom  we  are  under  many  obligations,  has  kindly  forwarded  Dr.  Conolly's 
Report.  It  is  a  statistical  account  of  the  Asylum  for  poor  lunatics,  about 
two  miles  from  London.  Dr.  Conolly  was  at  first  an  associate  editor  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  with  Dr.  Forbes,  and  relin- 
quished thai  field  for  the  one  in  which  he  is  now  to  be  found.  We  con- 
fess that  in  Dr.  Woodward's  and  Dr.  Bell's  reports  we  take  a  deeper  in- 
terest. In  all  their  generalizations,  they  excel  the  author  of  the  Hanwell 
report. 

Respirators. — Dr.  Bowditch  has  issued  a  convenient  32mo.  pamphlet, 
extracted  chiefly  from  the  Medical  Almanac,  giving  an  account  of  the 
utility  of  the  respirator,  and  by  two  drawings  showing  the  mode  of  applying 
the  instrument.  They  are  now  very  generally  worn  by  persons  laboring 
under  irritable  aflfections  of  the  lungs,  and  we  know  of  no  greater  com- 
fort lo  a  poor  lung-diseased  invalid.  Dr.  Bowditch  has  all  sizes  and  pat- 
terns of  respirators,  and  at  all  prices,  so  that  those  in  the  humblest  circum- 
stances may  reap  the  advantages  of  this  important  discovery. 


The  Medical  Alma7iac. — It  must  be  gratifying  to  the  publishers  to  find 
that  the  volume  of  this  useful  medical  directory  for  the  present  year  is  so 
well  received  in  every  part  of  the  country  where  it  has  been  circulated. 
Physicians  can  order  copies  by  mail,  even  from  the  Canadas,  with  an  as- 
surance of  receiving  them  without  failure.  By  looking  at  the  advertise- 
ment, it  will  be  seen  that  several  forms  of  binding  have  been  adopted,  but 
the  most  convenient  to  practitioners  is  the  pocket-book  form. 


Geneva  College. — On  the  26th  of  January  34  students  of  medicine  re- 
ceived tbe  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medirine.  By  a  paper  having  the  intel- 
ligence, from  that  srciion  of  New  York,  wo  learn  that  the  medical  depart- 
ment is  exceedingly  prosperous.     About  130  students  were  in  attendance 
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at  the  lectures.  This  is  certainly  a  greater  number  than  have  been  ma- 
triculated in  some  of  the  old  metropolitan  institutions  the  pre.sent  winter. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  severe  observations  were  made  a  few  months 
ago  upon  the  incompetency,  mismanagement,  &c.,  of  some  of  the  faculty, 
but  such  patronage  shows  that  there  was  either  a  gross  mistake  made  by 
some  one,  or  a  wilful  misrepresentation  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
public  mind  against  the  professors. 


Pennsylvania  Medical  College. — On  the  2d  of  March  42  gentlemen  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  above  institution.  The 
number  of  graduates  in  Philadelphia  the  present  spring  promises  to  be 
larc^e. 


To  CoRRESPOxDENTS. — Dr.  Bowen's  case  of  Tetanus  was  received  too  late 
for  this  week. 

No.  4,  of  Vol.  XII.  of  this  Journal,  which  has  been  for  some  time  out  of  print, 
has  been  re-printed,  and  may  now  be  obtained  at  this  office.  Sets  of  the  Journal 
can  be  furnished  as  far  back  as  to  V'ol.  VI.,  at  a  liberal  discount. 


Number  of  deaths  iu  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  6,  27. — Males,  12  ;  Females,  15. 

Of  consumption,  5 — scrofula,  1 — old  age,  5 — inflammation  of  the  throat,   1 — intemperance,  1 in- 
fantile, 1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  1 — stoppage  iu  the  dowels,  1— bilious 

fever,  1 — diabetes,  1 — croup,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — inflammation  of  the  stomach,  1 — debility    2 

lung  fever,  1.  ' 
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The  month  has  been  pleasant,  the  temperature  generally 
has  fallen.  The  extremes  of  the  thermometer  have  been  4 
ter,  28.62  and  29.61.     Raiu  fell  1.23  iuch  ;  snow,  15  inches. 


mild,  and  the  sleighing  good.     Little  rain 
below  zero  and  45  above :   of  the  barome- 
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Mamfactibed  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  may  be  obtained  at  this  ollice.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  §4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
sicians who  purchase  to  sell  again.  March  10. 
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TREMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  annual  instructions  of  the  Tremont-street  Medical  School,  for  private  pupils,  will  commence  on 
the  first  day  of  September,  consisting  of  lectures  and  examinations  in  the  Uiflerent  branches  of  pro- 
fessional study — as  follows  : 

A  course  of  Lectures  and  Examinations  on  Anatomy,  in  September  and  October,  by  Dr.  Reynolds, 
preparatory  to  the  Winter  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  including  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  by  Dr.  Reynolds.  This  course  consists  of  one  hundred  lectures,  and  is  continued  nine  months  of 
4he  year  during  the  whole  period  of  pupilage.  Stated  examinations  are  made  in  the  above  branches — 
and  private  examinations,  if  desired,  of  the  graduating  class. 

Lectures  and  Examinations  in  Physiology  and  Pathology,  with  a  distinct  course  upon  Auscultation, 
hy  Dr.  Holmes,  who  will  also  deliver,  if  time  permits,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Surgical  Anatomy  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  weelvly  examinations  on  the 
same  branches  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  above  course  is  illustrated  by  practical  mani- 
pulations with  the  manikin.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide  the  pupils  with  obstetric  cases 
as  otlen  as  may  be  necessary  to  familiarise  them  with  this  branch  of  practice. 

The  departments  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Materia  Medica,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Bigelow — who  will  visit  the  Hospital  with  the  pupils,  tor  practical  observation  of 
disease,  and  clinical  instruction.  The  exploration  of  the  chest  in  diseases  of  the  thoracic  organs,  is 
made  the  subject  of  particular  attention  in  these  visits. 

Practical  Anatomy  has  always  been  a  primary  object  in  this  school,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  a  permanent  supply  of  subjects  from  November  to  April.  The  teachers  will  avail  themselves  of 
occasional  opportunities  to  show  the  pupils  interesting  cases  in  private  practice — and  operations  in 
Surgery  and  Ophthalmic  Disease.  The  pupils  may  attend  dailyon  the  practice  of  the  physicians  or 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Convenient  rooms,  light  and  fuel,  are  provided  by  the  instructers. 

.JACOB  BIGELOW, 
EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 

Boston,  June  2i,  I8i0.  eplmeopGm  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

TO   MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

SPRING    COURSE    OF    LECTURES    AT    THE    COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS, 

NEW    YORK. 

An  Association  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York, 
a  course  of  instruction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  jjrofltably  occupy  a  portion  of  their  time  during  the  en- 
suing spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  on  the  fol- 
owing  sulyects  :  — 
On  the  Pathology  of  the  Chest,  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  .1.  A.  Swett,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 

Diseases  of  the  Chest. — This  course  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  Clinical  instruction. 
On  Club-feet  and  analogous  Deformities,  by  Detmold,  M.D. 

On  the  diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  by  Wm.  C.  Roberts,  M.D. 
On   the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  G.  V/ilkes,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  Pathology  ol  the  Uterus  and  its  Annexes,  by  C.  R.  Gilman,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics 

and  the  diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  tne  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  Operative  Surgery,   by    W.  Parker,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  College  of  Physicians   and 

Surgeons. 
On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  James  Q,uackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
On  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons. 
The  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  continue  about  three  months.    Two 
lectures  will  be  delivered  dally — hours,  from  1  to  3  o'clock. 

As  this  course  is  undertaken  with  the  single  aim  of  doing  something  for  the  cause  of  sound  and 
thorough  medical  education,  and  particularly  to  develope  the  great  advantages  which  New  York,  by 
her  superior  size,  and  by  the  consequent  abundance  and  variety  of  diseases  which  are  met  with  in  her 
Hospitals,  Almshouse  and  Dispensaries,  offers  to  the  student  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  the 
Association  have  determined  to  put  the  fee  for  the  Course  at  a  price  nearly  nominal — hoping  thereby 
to  place  the  instruclion  offered,  within  the  reach  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  professional  improvement. 
Fee  for  all  the  Lectures,  .$10. 
New  York,  Feb.  Ulth,  1841.  M  3— 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  IIavnes's  Instrument,  which  is  recouimendcd  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  ollice.  Price,  with  perineal  stra|i,  only  $4 — without,  $3,.'50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.  No.  184  Washington  street,  ])hyslciiins  may  be  readily  accommodated.  \  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents  : — In  New  Hampshire,  Dr^.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton  ;  A..  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  ParkiT,  Acworth  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith;  D.Crosby, 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Uartlett,  Kingston;  L.  Uartlett,  Haverhill  ;  V.  P.  Flt(^li,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  II.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Keniliill  A,  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewctt,  St.  Johusbury. 

THE  IJOSTON  MEDIC\L  AND  SirR(;lC\L  JOUIINAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n.  {'LAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  .St.,  cnrncr  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  nmst  be 
addresHed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  pubjir-hcd  in  iMoiithly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  eai'li  year.  J.  V.  (',.  SMITH,  M.D.,  llditor.  Price  *'1,II0  a  year  in  advance,  !5!3,.'iO  after  three 
moutliH,  or  44,(10  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  tht^  same  address,  lor  ife/ijOO  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  acuuiapunied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satislactory  refer- 
ence.   Pontage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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TRAUMATIC   TETANUS,  SUCCESSFULLY    TREATED   BY   TOBACCO 

ENEMAS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Bofston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  19th  inst.,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Miss 
C,  aged  20  years,  whom  the  messenger  informed  me  had  just  been  taken 
with  cramp  fits,  as  he  expressed  it,  and  desired  me  to  lose  no  lime  in 
getting  there.  On  my  arrival,  I  learned  that  my  patient  had  been  for  two 
or  three  days  experiencing  great  pain  in  the  right  wrist,  and  on  further 
inquiry  1  ascertained  that  near  two  years  had  elapsed  since  she  had  re- 
ceived a  sprain  of  that  wrist  by  the  upsetting  of  a  waggon,  which  at  the 
time  caused  no  great  inconvenience,  but  at  times  since  she  had  felt  uneasi- 
ness and  pain  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  ulna.  For  the  last  three  weeks 
the  pain  had  been  pretty  constant,  but  not  so  severe  until  the  last  three 
days.  Over  the  lower  head  of  the  ulna  there  was  much  tenderness,  some 
degree  of  redness,  and  very  little  tumefaction. 

Her  history  satisfied  me  that  she  had  been  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
subject  of  nervous  irritation,  as  also  of  more  or  less  dysmenorrhoea.  The 
pain  in  the  wrist  had  become  so  severe  during  the  afternoon  preceding 
my  visit,  that  she  had  consulted  a  physician,  who  ordered  the  application 
of  a  blister,  which  had  been  on  but  a  short  time  when  1  arrived.  Tlie 
appearances  presented  on  my  approaching  the  bed-side,  were  redness  of 
the  face,  general  increased  heat,  eyes  looking  red  and  frequent  escape  of 
tears,  pulse  somewhat  increased  in  force  and  frequency.  In  a  very  few 
moments  a  return  of  the  spasm  took  place,  which  lasted  from  three  to  five 
minutes,  characterized  by  great  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  the  body  bending 
back,  with  a  flexed  condition  of  the  forearms,  fingers  and  toes.  As  the 
spasm  went  off  she  would  exert  herself  powerfully,  making  strong  and 
quick  inspirations,  and  manifesting  great  distress  and  consequent  exhaustion. 
This  relaxation  of  the  muscles  was  of  short  duration,  wlien  a  return  of 
the  spasm,  perhaps  still  more  severe,  would  take  place.  After  witnessing 
several  alternations  as  above  described,  I  embraced  the  first  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  subsidence  of  spasm,  and  drew  blood  to  the  amount  of  20 
ounces.  Deglutition  was  somewhat  difficult,  but  I  succeeded  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  calomel  and  opium,  twenty  grains  of  the  former  and  six  of 
the  latter.  During  the  intervals  between  the  spasms  the  powers  of  sen- 
sation and  thought  were  unimpaired,  and  the  patient  appeared  conscious 
of  what  took  place,  and  would  complain  of  excessive  pain  in  the  wrist. 
Neither  the  bleeding  nor  the  medicine  procured  any  sensible  relief.  Re- 
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peat  the  opium  every  two  hours  in  increased  doses.  Examined  the  wrist ; 
vesication  having  taken  place,  removed  the  cuticle,  and  ordered  the  appli- 
cation of  bread  and  milk  poultice,  with  the  addition  of  pulvis  opii  over 
the  blister. 

Twelve  o'clock,  night.  Obliged  to  leave  my  patient.  Ordered,  at 
the  expiration  of  two  hours,  opium  and  calomel,  with  ipecac,  sufficient  to 
nauseate  the  stomach. 

Saturday,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  returned  to  my  patient.  Ascertained  that 
the  spasms  had  ceased  after  taking  the  opium,  cal.  and  ipecac,  which  was 
followed  by  perspiration  and  two  or  three  hours'  sleep.  The  spasms  had 
now  returned  in  a  greater  degree  of  seventy  than  I  had  yet  witnessed, 
with  evident  trismus,  which  continued  somewhat  longer  than  the  general 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  body  and  limbs,  causing  great  suffering 
of  the  patient,  as  was  evinced  by  her  putting  her  fingers  to  the  jaws 
and  muscles  of  the  neck.  As  soon  as  the  jaws  could  be  separated, 
opium  and  calomel  20  grains  each  were  given,  and  in  a  short  time  fol- 
lowed by  castor  oil  and  spis.  terebinth.  Complained  of  uneasiness  at  the 
stomach,  which  was  followed  by  vomiting  the  oil  and  turpentine.  Spasms 
growing  worse,  causing  great  curvature  of  the  body,  bending  it  backwards 
in  the  form  of  an  arch. 

At  this  stage  of  the  case,  12  o'clock,  M.,  and  about  18  hours  from 
the  commencement  of  the  spasms,  I  resolved  on  trying  the  tobacco  enema, 
for  which  purpose  about  the  third  part  of  a  threepenny  paper  of  cut  to- 
bacco to  one  pint  of  boiling  water  was  ordered,  and  of  this  infusion  take 
the  one-third  for  an  enema.  Five  minutes  having  elapsed,  patient  begins 
to  be  much  prostrated,  coolness  of  the  surface,  and  profuse  perspiration 
breaking  out ;  great  relaxation  of  all  the  muscles,  and  jaws  becoming 
loosed.  In  twenty  minutes  muscles  very  much  relaxed  ;  a  feeling  of  ex- 
treme nausea  with  some  vomiting.  A  great  change  is  perceptible  in  the 
countenance  ;  from  fulness  and  redness,  it  has  now  become  pale  and  con- 
tracted, and  the  whole  body  and  limbs  covered  with  perspiration.  One 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes  having  passed  since  the  tobacco  was  given,  more 
redness  and  heat  of  surface  become  apparent ;  pulse  increasing  in  force 
and  frequency,  with  some  twitching  of  the  eyelids,  and  a  starting  of  tears. 
Spasms  return,  though  not  as  violent.  Two  or  three  follow  in  quick  suc- 
cession. Repeat  the  tobacco  enema,  same  quantity  as  before,  which  is 
followed  by  similar  effect.  Now  obliged  to  leave  my  patient  a  few  hours, 
and  ordered  a  repetition  of  the  enema  every  hour. 

Seven  o'clock,  P.  M.  She  has  taken  the  tobacco  six  times.  No  re- 
turn of  spasms  unless  the  enema  was  omitted  too  long.  I  find  that  the 
tobacco  is  beginning  to  have  a  more  specific  effect ;  sickness  and  prostra- 
tion more  severe,  wiili  an  increase  of  the  vomiting.  1  also  consider  the 
tendency  to  spasm  as  being  much  diminished.  Reduce  the  strength  of 
the  enema,  and  give  the  same  at  intervals  of  two  hours,  unless  sooner  re- 
quired by  the  condition  of  the  patient.  The  bowels  have  moved  twice. 
She  complains  less  of  the  wrist.  Repeat  the  poultice  every  four  houi-s, 
covering  the  same  with  moistened,  cut  tobacco. 

Saturday,  6  o'clock.  A,  M,  Patient  got  some  rest  during  the  night. 
Considerable  feverish  action  ;  mouth  and  tongue  dry ;  complains  of  dis- 
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tress  at  the  stomach.  The  jaws  were  set  once  during  the  night,  but 
gave  way  after  the  acliiiinistnilion  of  the  tobacco.  Give  the  pulvis  anti- 
monialis  once  in  four  hours,  aUernating  with  sjjts.  nit.  didcis,  and  drinks 
of  shppery  ehn,  &:c. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M.  Has  had  no  spasm  during  the  day,  and  has  not 
taken  any  of  the  iveed.  Some  tendency  to  twitching  of  the  muscles 
when  she  falls  asleep.  Give  four  grs.  of  the  pulvis  Doveri,  combined 
with  camphor,  once  in  four  hours. 

Monday,  7  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rested  well  during  the  night ;  tongue  moist, 
and  all  appearances  highly  favorable. 

Tuesday.  She  has  been  dressed  and  is  sitting  up.  Feels  no  pain  in 
the  wrist,  and  complains  of  nothing  except  feeling  somewhat  weak. 

Thursday.  1  consider  my  patient  cured,  her  appetite  having  returned, 
and  the  wrist  being  free  from  pain.  B.  E.  Bowen. 

Mexico  (Oswego  Co.),  N.  Y.,  Feb.  27,  1841. 


REVIEW  OF  DR.   GROSS'S    PATHOLOGICAL   ANATOMY. 

[Continued  from  page  46.] 

After  the  blood,  there  follow  ten  chapters  upon  the  following  systems, 
viz.,  the  cellular,  the  adipous,  the  muscular,  the  vascular,  embracing  ar- 
teries, veins  and  lymphatics,  the  system  of  the  joints,  the  osseous  system, 
the  cutaneous  and  the  nervous  systems.  Here  it  will  be  observed  that 
two  important  systems  are  omitted  ;  the  mucous,  and  the  serous.  They 
come  up,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  work,  and  their  lesions  are  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  organs  in  which  they  occur,  and  with  the 
muscular  system  and  the  joints.  The  fibrous  and  the  cartilaginous  sys- 
tems are  likewise  disposed  of  in  conjunction  with  the  muscular  system 
and  the  joints.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  arrive  at  an  accurate  classificatioa 
of  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body — one  \\  hich  will  suit  the  minds  of  all, 
and  the  arrangement  adopted  by  our  author  will,  perhaps,  please  the  ma- 
jority of  his  readers  as  well  as  any  which  could  have  been  devised. 

The  following  lesions  of  the  cellular  texture  are  briefly  and  accurately 
described,  viz.,  acute  and  chronic  inflammation,  induration,  serous  infiltra- 
tions, hemorrhage,  emphysema,  foreign  substances,  and  parasitic  animals^ 
The  following  remarks  upon  hemorrhage  deserve' attention. 

"  JHemorrAa^e  always  arises  from  a  rupture  of  the  bloodvessels,  pro- 
duced by  external  violence,  or  by  some  internal  cause,  the  precise  nature 
of  which  is  not  so  well  understood.  In  the  former  case,  the  fluid,  al- 
though sometimes  widely  diffused,  generally  forms  an  elastic,  circumscribed 
tumor,  technically  denominated  an  ecchi/mosis ;  in  the  latter,  it  is  more 
commonly  seen  in  small  patches  of  a  dark  purple  color,  which  have  re- 
ceived the  name  of  suggillations,  death-marks,  or  cadaveric  lividities. 
These  spots,  which  are  always  most  conspicuous  on  the  posterior  parts  of 
the  body,  are  very  distinct  in  persons  who  die  from  petechial  fevers,  the 
plague,  and  the  scurvy,  and  can  be  readily  distinguished  from  ecchymoses 
by  the  entire  absence  of  all  signs  of  violence.  Suggillations,  however, 
do  not  always  arise  exclusively  in  the  manner  here  indicated.     In  many 
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instances,  If  not  in  most,  they  result  merely  from  an  accumulation  of  blood  in 
the  capillary  vessels  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  without  any  extrava- 
sation whatever.  These  facts  should  be  borne  in  mind,  as  they  have  a  most 
important  bearing  upon  legal  medicine.  For  the  want  of  correct  infor- 
mation upon  this  subject,  errors  the  most  serious  have  sometimes  been  com- 
mitted by  physicians." 

Inflammation  of  the  adipose  texture  is  thus  spoken  of. 

"  It  has  been  questioned  by  some,  whether  the  adipous  tissue  is  suscep- 
tible oi  inflammation,  the  opinion  having  arisen,  probably,  from  the  belief, 
at  one  time  very  current  amongst  physiologists,  that  this  substance  is  not 
endowed  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  vitality  for  this  process  to  take  place. 
In  endeavoring  to  solve  this  problem,  the  reader  should  bear  in  mind  the 
distinction  between  the  adipous  tissue,  properly  so  called,  and  the  fat. 
The  one,  as  has  been  already  seen,  is  an  organized  substance,  provided 
with  bloodvessels,  nerves  and  absorbents,  and  is,  therefore,  liable  to  the 
different  kinds  of  inflammation  ;  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  being  inor- 
ganic, must,  of  course,  be  insusceptible  of  morbid  action.  In  acute  in- 
flammation, the  adipous  tissue  assumes  a  dark  reddish  aspect,  and  always 
manifests  a  peculiar  tendency  to  slough,  in  consequence,  it  would  seem, 
of  its  vascular  and  nervous  endowments  being  too  feeble  to  offer  the  ne- 
cessary resistance.  In  peritonitis,  I  have  several  times  seen  the  fatty 
omentum  inflamed  in  one  part,  and  gangrenous  in  another,  though  there 
was  little  effusion  of  lymph  or  serum." 

Several  interesting  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  adipous  texture  are  re- 
corded, from  which  the  author  infers  the  existence  of  an  adipous  diathesis. 
The  adipous  texture  is  also  liable  to  atrophy  and  melanosis.  Under  the 
head  of  the  muscular  system  are  described  lesions  of  the  muscles,  tendons, 
aponeuroses,  and  synovial  burses,  and  the  chapter  devoted  to  these  struc- 
tures is  very  complete. 

The  vascular  system  comes  next,  and  the  diseases  to  which  the  arteries, 
veins  and  lymphatics  are  subject,  are  accurately  portrayed.  Five  species 
of  aneurism  are  described  and  Illustrated,  viz.,  the  sacculated,  in  which 
"  the  coats  of  the  artery  are  dilated  into  one  or  more  pouches,  occupying 
only  a  limited  portion  of  its  circumference ;"  2,  the  cylindroid,  in  which 
"  the  dilatation  embraces  the  entire  circumference  of  the  vessel,  varying 
in  length  from  a  few  lines  to  several  inches ;"  3,  the  varicose  aneurism, 
which  consists  "  in  an  enlarged  and  nodulated  state  of  the  artery,  similar 
to  that  of  a  varicose  vein ;"  4,  the  anastomotic  aneurism,  which  is  com- 
posed of  a  congeries  of  convoluted  capillary  arteries  and  veins,  dilated  into 
a  soft,  pulsating  tumor,  generally  of  a  bright  florid  tint,  but  occasionally  of  a 
bluish,  mulberry,  or  j)urple  color;"  5,  the  aiieurismal  von^c,  which  most 
usually  occurs  from  venesection. 

From  the  chapter  on  the  veins,  in  which  the  author  has  treated  of  in- 
flammation, suppuration,  ulceration,  hypertrophy,  dilatation,  obliteration, 
calcareous  deposits,  and  admission  of  air,  we  shall  make  an  extract  on 
the  last  topic. 

"  The  question  may  be  asked,  in  conclusion — in  what  manner  does  air, 
when  introduced  into  the  venous  system,  operate  so  as  to  produce  tliese 
deleterious  efTects  ?     This  question,  as  might  be  anticipated,  has  been  va- 
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rioLisly  answered  by  different  writers.  By  some  it  is  maintained  that  the 
fluid  acts  principally,  if  not  entirely,  upon  the  brain,  causing  symptoms 
of  violent  congestion,  loss  of  sensibility,  and  spasmodic  rigidity  of  the 
muscles — an  explanation  which  is  favored,  in  some  degree,  by  the  expe- 
riments of  Nysten  and  Magendie,  in  which  they  induced  apoplectic  plie- 
nomena  by  injecting  air  into  the  carotid  arteries  of  animals.  Others,  on 
the  contrary,  believe  that  the  primary  difficulty  is  in  the  lungs,  since  these 
organs  have  been  found  in  a  condition  similar  to  what  is  observed  in  as- 
phyxia. Piedagnel  and  Leroy,  from  having  seen  these  structures  in  a 
lacerated  and  emphysematous  state,  suppose  that  death  is  caused  solely 
by  this  lesion.  But  the  grounds  of  these  opinions  are  by  no  means  con- 
clusive; and  we  are  at  last  compelled  to  resort  to  the  explanation,  long 
ago  suggested  by  the  French  physiologists,  that  the  fatal  effects  in  ques- 
tion are  the  result  of  the  sudden  distension  of  the  right  cavities  of  the 
heart,  whereby  the  powers  of  that  viscus  are  partially  paralyzed,  and  the 
circulation  materially  impeded.  This  view  is  strongly  corroborated,  in 
the  first  place,  by  the  fact,  already  adverted  to,  that  if  the  air  be  intro- 
duced into  the  veins  in  a  slow  and  gradual  manner,  little  or  no  functional 
derangement  will  manifest  itself,  in  either  of  the  above  organs  ;  secondly, 
by  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  pulse  in  cases  of  an  opposite  description  ; 
thirdly,  by  the  remarkable  insensibility  of  the  patient;  and,  fourthly,  by 
the  circumstance  that  the  foreign  fluid  is  usually  found  in  greatest  abun- 
dance in  the  right  chambers  of  the  heart." 

We  pass  on  to  the  chapter  on  the  osseous  system,  which  is  divided  into 
three  sections,  viz.,  the  hones,  the  periosteum,  and  the  medullary  mem- 
brane. In  the  first  section  he  gives  us  in  few  and  well-chosen  words  the 
organization,  chemical  constitution,  and  lesions  of  the  bones.  He  insists 
upon  their  vitality,  and  believes  that  their  nerves  are  conveyed  to  them 
through  the  medium  of  the  arteries.  He  establishes,  we  think,  "  that  the 
process  by  which  a  broken  bone  is  re-united  is  truly  analogous  to  that 
which  nature  adopts  in  restoring  wounds  of  the  soft  parts,"  and  he  gives 
a  very  accurate  description  of  osteitis  and  its  terminations,  suppuration, 
ulceration  and  gangrene.  The  following  paragraph  exhibits  his  opinion 
respecting  the  regeneration  of  bone. 

"  No  doubt  can  therefore  be  entertained,  it  seems  to  me,  respecting  the 
possibility  of  bones  being  regenerated.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced of  it,  and  feel  assured  that  whoever  will  candidly  investigate  the 
subject  will  come  to  a  similar  conclusion.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  occurrence  is  extremely  rare ;  and  no  account  should 
be  received  as  true,  unless  it  be  vouched  for  by  respectable  authority." 

This  opinion  seems  to  rest  more  upon  a  limited  observation  and  the  re- 
port of  a  few  cases,  than  upon  pathological  principles  supported  by  nu- 
merous facts.  Two  cases  only  seem  to  have  come  under  the  author's  ob- 
servation, in  the  first  of  which  the  left  half  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  had 
been  excised  for  osteo-sarcoma.  "  In  this  case  nature  had  made  an  at- 
tempt at  reproduction,  though  it  was  still  imperfect  at  the  time  I  made 
the  examination,  the  part  being  replaced  by  a  thick,  rounded  piece  of 
cartilage,  sufficiently  strong,  however,  to  subserve  the  ordinary  purposes 
of  mastication."     Was  not  this  a  case  of  transformation  of  the  cellular 
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tissue  into  cartilage,  perhaps,  proceeding  on  to  bone,  rather  than  of  actual 
reproduction  ?  And  may  we  not  ask  the  same  query  in  reference  to  the 
second  case  given  by  our  author,  in  which  "  the  upper  half  of  the  astraga- 
lus which  had  sloughed  away,"  was  perfectly  reproduced  1  The  re- 
maining lesions  of  the  bones  treated  of  in  this  section  are  softening,  fra- 
gility, hypertrophy,  atrophy,  hydatids,  osteo-sanguineous  aneurism,  osteo- 
sarcoma, melanosis  and  tubercle. 

The  two  remaining  sections  of  the  chapter  on  the  osseous  system,  the 
first  on  the  periosteum  and  the  last  on  the  medullary  membrane,  are' 
taken  up  almost  entirely  in  the  consideration  of  inflammation  of  these 
textures. 

The  tenth  chapter,  upon  the  cutaneous  system,  occupies  about  sixty- 
five  pages.  We  shall  merely  attempt  to  give  the  reader  a  general  idea  of 
its  contents.  It  is  divided  into  three  sections  :  1,  the  skin  ;  2,  the  nails  \ 
and,  3,  the  hairs.  After  givino-  the  organization  of  the  skin  and  assigning  to 
its  different  layers  the  power  of  reproduction  (the  greatest  to  the  cuticle 
and  the  least  to  the  dermis),  he  divides  the  lesions  of  this  structure  into 
unclassifiable  and  classifiable.  Under  the  first  he  has  embraced  a  num- 
ber of  diseases  which  do  not  admit  of  classification,  not  being  emphati- 
cally cutaneous,  such  as  melanosis,  keloides  (a  little  tumor  whose  margin 
resembles  the  claws  of  a  crab),  encephaloid,  eiloides  (a  disease  lately  de- 
scribed by  Prof.  Warren,  of  Boston,  and  so  called  from  its  coil-like  dis- 
position), lepoides,  hypertrophy,  encysted  tumors,  and  hemorrhage. 

Under  the  second  head  he  has  described  a  number  of  cutaneous  diseases, 
all  arranged  under  the  nine  following  classes:  1,  exanthematous  (scarla- 
tina,  erysipelas,  &:c.)  ;  2, pustular  (smallpox);  S, papular  (lichen  and 
prurigo)  ;  4,  bullar  diseases  (marked  by  the  formation  of  small  bladders, 
as  rupia)  ;  5,  vesicidar  (scabies)  ;  6,  tubercular  (elephantiasis,  lupus)  ; 
7,  scaly  (lepra)  ;  8,  syphilitic  diseases  ;  9,  stains  (lentigo,  albinism,  nigri- 
tism.  The  sections  on  the  nails  and  hairs  are  necessarily  short.  He 
speaks  of  inordinate  length  and  vicious  situation  of  the  nails,  and  of 
onyxitis  or  inflammation  "of  the  soft,  pulpy  vascular  apparatus  from 
which  the  nails  grow."  He  advocates  the  affirmative  of  the  question, 
"  are  the  hairs  organizable  ?"  and  brings  forward  several  interesting  facts 
to  prove  the  position.  He  refers  most  of  the  lesions  of  the  hairs  to  in- 
flammation of  their  follicles,  describes  the  Polish  plait  (an  endemic  of 
Poland  and  Tartary),  atrophy,  hypertrophy,  hrittleness,  and  change  of 
color  of  the  hair,  and  in  conclusion  alludes  to  the  accidental  development 
of  hair  in  the  stomach,  bowels,  urinary  bladder  and  tumors. 

The  chapter  upon  the  nervous  system  is  divided  into  the  five  following 
sections  :  1 ,  general  observations  ;  2,  lesions  of  the  cerebral  envelops  ;  3, 
lesions  of  the  brain  ;  4,  lesions  of  the  spinal  cord  ;  5,  lesions  of  the  nerves. 
The  following  remarks  upon  the  structure  of  the  white  and  grey  substance 
may  be  new  to  many  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  making  minute  anatomi- 
cal investigations,  and  to  many  who  have  paid  no  attention  to  elementary 
studies  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  "  The  white  substance "  (of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord)  "  is  essentially  fibrous,  and  the  gray  essentially 
granular.  The  texture  of  both  appears  to  be  made  up  of  delicate  glo- 
bules, which  are  united  together  by  a  transparent  jelly-like  matter,  the  quan- 
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tity  of  which,  always  small,  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  cerebro-spinal 
mass.  Their  arrani^enient  in  the  while  substance  is  linear,  so  as  to  give 
it  its  fibrous  appearance;  but,  in  the  gray,  they  are  disposed  irregularly, 
without  any  assignable  order."'  The  aullior  believes  in  the  existence  of 
absorbents  in  the  brain,  and  in  this  he  is  certainly  correct.  He  denies 
the  proposition  of  the  British  pathologists,  Kellie,  Abercrombie,  Clutter- 
buck,  and  othei-s,  "  that  the  encephalon  uniformly  contains  the  same 
amount  of  blood,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  quantity  of  this  fluid  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  body,  whether  normal,  increased  or  diminished." 
This  proposition  is  based  upon  the  dogma  that  the  brain  is  incompressible 
and  ••  removed  from  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere,  and  that  it  always 
fills  accurately  the  cranial  cavity.''  The  first  item  of  this  position  Dr. 
Gross  is  disposed  to  admit,  but  he  denies  the  two  latter. 

"  From  the  foregoing  facts,  and  the  reasoning  founded  on  them,  we 
are  fully  warranted,  I  think,  in  concluding  that,  although  the  brain  itself 
is  really  incompressible,  and  in  some  degree  beyond  the  influence  of  at- 
mospheric pressure,  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  amount  of  blood 
sent  to  it  is  liable  to  tlie  same  variation  as  in  other  parts  of  the  system, 
and  that  it  may  consequently  be  diminished  in  the  same  ratio  by  bleeding, 
low  diet,  and  other  depletory  measures.  If  this  deduction  be  true,  as 
'  there  is  just  grounds  to  believe  it  is,  the  conjecture  of  Abercrombie  and 
Clutterbuck,  that  we  cannot  lessen  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  head,  in 
any  material  degree,  by  our  evacuations,  resolves  itself  into  a  '  baseless 
fabric,'  void  even  of  the  shadow  of  proof." 

The  second  section,  on  the  cerebral  envelops,  is  taken  up  in  the  con- 
sideration of  inflammation,  suppuration  and  fibrous  tumors  of  the  dura 
mater ;  arachnitis ;  and  inflammation,  tubercles,  and  ossification  of  the 
pia  mater.  The  principal  lesions  of  the  brain  discussed  by  the  author 
are  inflammation,  softening,  suppuration  and  apoplexy.  The  section 
opens  with  an  investigation  of  the  question,  "does  the  brain  cicatrize?" 
which  is  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Softening  of  the  brain  is  considered 
a  very  common  lesion. 

'•  Softening  of  the  brain,  a  lesion  first  accurately  described  by  Dr.  Rostan, 
of  Paris,  is  decidedly  the  most  frequent  disease  of  the  whole  nervous  sys- 
tem— even  more  so,  perhaps,  than  apoplectic  effusions.  It  is  very  com- 
mon in  old  subjects,  but  no  age  seems  to  be  exempt  from  it ;  and,  if  we 
may  credit  the  assertions  of  Billard,  one  of  the  most  admirable  writers  on 
infantile  maladies,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  may  exist  also  as  an 
intra-uterine  affection. 

"  There  is  no  part  of  the  encephalic  mass  in  which  softening  has  not, 
at  one  period  or  another,  been  observed.  The  structures,  however,  most 
liable  to  it,  are  such  as  are  most  obnoxious  to  sanguineous  efEisions,  as 
the  fornix,  interventricular  septum,  great  commissure,  optic  thalami,  and 
striated  bodies — the  frequency  with  which  they  are  affected  being,  accord- 
ing to  my  own  observations,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  enume- 
rated. In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  figurate  bodies  are  alone  implicated, 
the  cineritious  texture  retaining  its  normal  characters  ;  yet  instances  some- 
times occur  in  which  the  whole  brain  and  spinal  cord  are  reduced  to  a 
soft  pulpy  matter,  with  scarcely  a  trace  of  their  primitive  organization." 
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This  lesion  is  regarded  as  curable,  and  the  curability  is  predicated  upon 
the  fact  that  the  brain  is  endowed  with  the  power  of  cicatrization.  The 
latter  phenomenon,  however,  is  not  very  frequent. 

Upon  the  subject  of  apoplexy,  we  do  not  think  our  author  has  been  as 
complete  as  he  might  have  been,  nor  do  we  agree  with  him  in  his  exclu- 
sive pathology  of  this  lesion. 

"The  term  apoplexy  is  of  Greek  derivation,  and  literally  signifies  a 
stroke  or  blow.  The  lesion  which  it  serves  to  designate,  and  which  in- 
variably depends  upon  sanguineous  effusion,  exhibits  a  remarkable  variety 
as  to  its  seat  and  extent.  In  many  cases  the  blood  is  poured  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain ;  in  some,  upon  the  external  surface ;  and  in  some, 
again,  into  the  ventricles.  Of  these  three  forms,  the  last  is  by  far  the  least 
frequent ;  next  to  this  is  the  meningeal,  or  that  in  which  the  fluid  is  ex- 
travasated  upon  the  surface  of  the  brain  ;  and  the  most  common  of  all,  is 
where  it  is  diffused  through  the  cerebral  tissue." 

That  extravasation  of  blood  is  a  very  frequent  cause  of  apoplexy,  no 
one  can  deny  ;  but  that  this  is  the  sole  cause  of  the  affection,  is  an  as- 
sumption which  Dr.  Gross  does  not  or  cannot  establish.  Now  if  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble  to  consult  authorities  upon  this  subject,  he  will  find 
each  and  every  writer  contending  for  a  single  favorite  vieiv  of  the  imme- 
diate cause.  Rochoux,  who  has  written  an  able  treatise  on  apoplexy, 
affirms  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  previous  morbid  action  of  the  brain  itself. 
Abercrombie  believes  that  it  depends  simply  upon  an  interrupted  circula- 
tion, while  many  make  actual  pressure  upon  the  brain  a  sine  qua  non  in 
its  pathology.  Others,  again,  contend  that  simple  sanguineous  engorge- 
ment of  the  vessels,  apart  from  extravasation,  is  entirely  adequate  to  its 
production.  We  believe  the  only  correct  view  of  the  matter  is  to  be  ob- 
tained by  the  admission  of  all  these  phenomena.  How  often  do  we  find, 
upon  post-mortem  examination,  congestion  of  the  brain,  tvith  or  ivithout 
extravasation?  How  often  do  we  find  no  morbid  appearances  of  the 
brain  whatever  ?  In  such  cases  as  the  last  we  can  attribute  the  existence 
of  the  disease  only,  with  any  certainty,  to  sanguineous  congestion,  depen- 
dent either^upon  arterial  excitement  (accompanied,  perhaps,  with  hyper- 
trophy of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart),  or  upon  hypertrophy  of  the 
right  ventricle  giving  rise  to  regurgitation  of  the  blood,  and  preventing  the 
due  return  of  this  fluid  from  the  encephalon. 

[To  be  continued.] 


DISCREPANCIES  IN   MEDICAL   EVIDENCE—TRIAL   OF   MRS.   KINNEY. 

[In  adverting  to  the  important  subject  of  medical  evidence,  a  few  weeks 
since,  we  presented  a  synoptical  view  of  the  importance  which  courts  of 
law  attach  in  many  cases  to  the  testimony  of  physicians,  in  the  hope 
that  it  might  have  some  influence  in  correcting  a  professional  fault.  We 
like  Dr.  Channing's  excellent  advice  to  the  medical  class,  the  other  day, 
when  discoursing  upon  this  branch  of  medical  jurisprudence.  "  If,"  said 
the  prudent  professor,  "  you  do  not  know  certainly,  say  so."  Life  or 
death  is  sometimes  actually  balanced  upon  the  word  yes  or  7io,  as  it  may 
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fall  from  the  lips  of  a  practitioner  of  medicine.  We  here  sul))oin  an  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Chandler's  Law  Reporter,  for  March,  a  montlily  publica- 
tion of  hiiih  re|)ute,  which  shows  the  impression  that  the  medical  evi- 
dence rendered  in  the  celebrated  trial  of  Hannah  Kinney,  for  the  murder 
of  her  husband,  made  on  the  mind  of  a  practising  lawyer  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts.  We  present  it  on  account  of  the  gene- 
ral bearing  which  it  has  on  an  important  subject,  and  not  for  the  censure 
implied  in  the  particular  instance  alluded  to.] 

Now,  the  great  point  in  the  case  was,  that  there  was  arsenic  in  the 
stomach  ;  but  in  a  capital  trial,  where  a  doubt  is  to  acquit,  there  was  de- 
fence enough  in  the  uncertainty  of  the  scientific  analysis.  To  say  the 
least  of  the  course  pursued,  it  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  precision  and 
accuracy  of  the  experiments  of  M.Orfila,in  the  late  trial  of  Madame  Laf- 
farge,  in  France. 

It  does  not  affect  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  it  is  altogether  probable 
the  contents  of  the  stomach,  which  were  chemically  analyzed,  were  the 
identical  contents  of  the  stomach  of  the  deceased.  In  many  cases,  from 
the  imperfection  of  human  testimony,  we  must  rely  on  probabilities  ;  but 
in  scientific  investigations  we  expect  certainties.  We  look  for  results 
which  cannot  be  controverted. 

So,  in  the  appearance  of  the  body  of  a  murdered  man,  we  expect  from 
scientific  men  uniform  and  strictly  accurate  details.  But  how  is  it  here  ? 
Dr.  Storer  testified,  according  to  the  report  before  us,  that  "  he  saw  the 
organs  when  removed,  and  the  large  ecchymosis,  which  was  an  inch  or 
more  in  diameter.  There  was  one  smaller."  We  infer  from  this  that 
there  were  but  two  ecchymoses  ;  one  being  "  an  inch  or  more  in  diame- 
ter," an  expression  which  strikes  us  as  quite  too  general  and  loose  in  such 
a  case.  But  Dr.  Jackson  says  these  ecchymoses  were  "  one  large  spot 
three  inches  square,  and  two  small  ones."  Dr.  Bigelow  testified  that 
there  were  "several  large  ecchymoses,  or  dark  spots;"  and  in  an  article 
in  a  late  number  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  he  says  : 
"  In  the  large  curvature  was  an  ecchymosis  of  the  mucous  coat,  forming 
a  deep,  dark-red,  tvell-dejined  patch,  equal  to  about  three  inches  in 
diameter."  There  is  a  vulgar  saying,  that  "  an  inch  in  a  man's  nose  is 
considerable " — and  a  difference  between  these  witnesses  of  several 
square  inches  in  the  size  of  an  ecchymosis  in  a  human  stomach,  and  in 
the  number,  is  quite  observable ;  and  does  not  seem  to  have  the  excuse  of 
a  difficulty  in  determining  the  exact  size  of  one  of  these  spots  from  its  na- 
ture, it  appearing  that  the  large  ecchymosis  was  "  well  defined." 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  were  several  admitted  mistakes  here  in  rela- 
tion to  other  facts.  A  very  strong  circumstance  against  the  prisoner  in  itself 
considered  was,  that  some  tea  was  prepared  for  the  deceased  by  his  wife, 
which  was  tasted  by  Goodwin,  and  in  which  he  noticed  a  white  sediment, 
and  he  was  himself  taken  violently  sick  afterwards.  Dr.  Storer  testified,  that 
the  second  time  he  called,  he  saw  Goodwin  administer  some  tea,  and  some- 
thing was  said  about  its  being  too  hot ;  that  immediately  on  the  deceased's 
drinking  he  vomited.  Subsequently,  Goodwin  testified  that  Dr.  Storer 
was  not  present  when  the  tea  was  given ;  and  the  doctor  afterwards  said 
he  must  have  been  mistaken  ;  that  tea  was  administered,  and  he  supposed 
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Goodwin  was  present  till  Goodwin  had  told  him  to  the  contrary.  Now, 
we  are  curious  to  know  who  did  administer  this  tea  in  the  presence  of 
Dr.  Storer.  What  man  was  present?  Was  any  man  there  with  him  the 
second  time  ?      Was  any  tea  administered  in  his  presence  ? 

Again ;  he  testified  to  a  conversation  with  Mrs.  Kinney  on  Tuesday 
after  the  funeral,  which  was  on  Monday.  This  conversation,  and  par- 
ticularly the  time  when  it  took  place,  was  of  the  utmost  importance.  The 
evidence  seems  to  show  conclusively,  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the 
time,  and  he  subsequently  admitted,  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  per- 
son who  came  for  him.  It  is  unfortunate,  to  say  the  least,  that  all  these 
inaccuracies  in  matters  of  so  much  importance,  should  be  chargeable  upon 
scientific  men. 

We  mention  these  things  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that 
the  estimation  in  which  medical  evidence  is  held  by  our  profession,  is  not 
without  some  cause ;  but  to  show,  that  medical  gentlemen  ought  to  feel 
bound  in  cases  of  suspected  poison  to  exercise  all  that  care  and  circum- 
spection which  is  exhibited  by  officers  of  the  law  when  cases  come  under 
their  cognizance.  Dates,  conversations,  and  more  than  all,  details  of 
facts  and  appearances,  ought  to  be  carefully  noted  ;  and,  then,  we  cannot 
help  adding,  that  this  information  should  be  detailed  in  the  witness'  box 
calmly,  forcibly  and  systematically.  The  object  there,  is  to  obtain  the 
truth  upon  a  given  subject.  It  is  no  place  for  random  assertions  to  be 
corrected  by  out-door  conversation.  Nor  is  it  a  proper  occasion  to  give 
proofs  of  erudition — to  astonish  the  unlearned,  or  talk  of  matters  and 
things  in  general.  The  medical  gentlemen  whom  we  have  mentioned, 
rank  high  in  their  profession  and  as  men  of  science.  Two  of  them  at 
least  appeared  extremely  well  upon  the  stand ;  and  we  trust  that  nothing 
we  have  said  will  be  construed  as  calling  in  question  the  professional  skill 
or  general  accuracy  of  the  third.  We  cannot  take  leave  of  the  subject 
without  saying  that  Dr.  Harrington,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society,  appeared  as  well  on  the  stand,  and  testified  as 
clearly,  as  any  witness  at  the  trial. 
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FIRST   PRINCIPLES   OF   CHEMISTRY* 

To  say  that  the  multiplication  of  elementary  treatises  on  chemistry  has 
been  far  beyond  the  wants  of  the  commnriiiy,  would  be  unnecessary.  But 
the  work  before  us,  professing  to  "  contain  every  chemical  theory  and  fact 
with  wliich  the  student  can  with  propriety  be  required  to  be  familiar," 
calls  for  special  notice.  Notwithstanding  the  annunciation  which  we  have 
quoted,  a  few  lines  further   on   we  are   told  that  the  learner  is  only  "  to 

*  First  Principles  of  Chemistry,  being  a  fanfiiliar  introduction  to  the  study  of  that  science,  &o.    By 
Junes  Renwiclt,  LL.D.,  &c.    New  Yorli :  Harper  &  Brothers.    I'p,  410,  12mo.    1840. 
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consider  it"  (this  treatise,  that  contains  "every  chemical  theory  and 
fact")  nothing  "  more  than  an  easy  introduction  to  the  study  of  works  of 
a  more  extensive  design."  We  should  like  to  be  informed  how  a  work 
that  professes  to  be  but  an  "easy  introduction,"  is  to  give  every  chemical 
theory  and  fact. 

We  are  also  told  in  the  preface  that  heat,  electricity  and  magnetism 
form  no  part  of  chemistry  ;  this  is  truly  a  great  and  encouraging  discovery. 
The  labors  of  Davy,  Faraday  and  Daniell  are,  then,  to  be  of  no  impor- 
tance to  the  chemical  student — a  discovery  that  must  unquestionably  re- 
dound to  the  honor  of  our  learned  author,  far  beyond  that  of  the  privilege 
of  appending  to  his  name  LL.D.  But  in  the  same  paragraph  it  is  dis- 
tinctly stated  the  "  principles  (viz.,  of  heat,  electricity  and  magnetism) 
must  be  known  to  every  chemist." 

Various  statements  are  made  in  the  prer'ace  which  are  equally  consis- 
tent. We  are  next  informed  that  "the  analytic  method  has  been  in  gene- 
ral pursued,  in  preference  to  the  synthetic,  as  better  adapted  to  the  capaci- 
ties of  those  for  whose  use  the  work  is  intended."  At  page  96  commences 
the  description  of  the  atmosphere,  and  at  page  149  we  have  nitrogen  ;  to 
this  succeeds  nitric  acid,  so  that  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  its  constituents  by 
analysis,  being  first  described,  the  product  of  their  union  follows.  And. 
this  is  one  instance  of  Dr.  Renwick's  "  analytic  method  "  !  As  to  the 
best  arrangement  of  the  subjects  in  a  chemical  treatise,  writers  will,  as 
they  ever  have,  differ ;  but  let  them  be  consistent. 

Dr.  Renwick  tells  us,  in  his  preface,  that  "  the  experiments  "  "  have  been 
selected  from  the  notes  prepared  for  courses  of  lectures  which  have  now 
been  continued  for  many  years."  After  so  many  years  we  should  have 
looked  for  at  least  one  original  experiment ;  but  not  one  can  be  found  in 
the  book.  They  are  all  of  the  most  familiar  kind,  all  long  known,  prac- 
tised, and  described  in  all  the  school  books  on  chemistry  of  the  last  twenty 
years. 

The  preface  concludes  by  a  statement  that  the  "  authorities  which  have 
been  principally  consulted  are  Dumas  and  Mitscherlich  ;"  and  Dr.  R.  tells 
us  that  he  has  preferred  these  to  the  English  writers,  not  only  as  being  of  a 
higher  order,  but  from  the  air  of  novelty  which  the  neat  and  simple  ar- 
rangement of  their  apparatus  gives  to  the  wood-cuts."  Now  is  not  this 
perfectly  ridiculous  ?  There  is  not  a  wood-cut  in  the  whole  work  which 
is  not  copied,  says  a  learned  correspondent,  from  some  English  or  Ameri- 
can book  on  chemistry  !  We  might  direct  the  curious  reader  to  the  origi- 
nal of  every  wood-cut,  did  we  not  fear  to  present  to  our  readers  a  dull  and 
uninteresting  catalogue  of  stolen  goods.     A  few  must  suffice. 

Fig.  1  is  in  most  chemical  books.  Fig.  2  is  copied  from  Davy,  Hare, 
and  others.  Fig.  3,  Davy,  and  most  other  English  and  American  books. 
Fig.  4,  Davy.  Fig.  5,  from  the  English  and  American  treatises.  Fig.  7, 
from  Dr.  Hare.  Fig.  8,  from  Brande,  and  others.  Fig.  9,  from  a  host 
of  books.  Fig.  12,  Henry  and  others.  Figs.  13,  14  and  lo,  common  to 
all  chemical  books.  Fig,  16.  Hare.  Fig.  IS,  in  all  the  books.  In  electri- 
city we  find  only  the  figures  from  Brande,  FaradaVi  Hare,  and  subsequent 
writers.  The  same  is  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  figures  in  the  pages  on 
crystallization,  &c.  Of  the  figures  of  the  various  kinds  of  apparatus,  we 
find  them  all  copied,  without  acknowledgment,  from  "  Griffith's  chemical 
recreations,"  Faraday's  "  manipulations,"  Henry,  Davy,  and  their  suc- 
cessors. The  figures  of  the  apparatus  to  illustrate  the  properties  of  the 
atmosphere  are   taken  from  the  books  in  every  chemist's  library.     The 
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same  is  true  with  regard  to  each  and  all  that  follow.  There  is  not  one 
original  form  or  arrangement  of  apparatus  in  the  whole  book.  And  this 
is  preferring  the  "  neat  and  simple  arrangement  "  of  the  apparatus  of 
Dumas  and  Mitscherlich,  to  that  of  English  writers,  as  announced  in  the 
preface  !  There  may  be  something  in  the  effect  of  hard  names  upon  a 
gaping  public,  but  it  is  a  mystification  unworthy  an  LL.D. 

The  remarks  which  a  sense  of  justice  has  compelled  us  to  make  upon  a 
book  that  is  presented  with  such  attempt  to  mislead,  and  which  has 
been  so  imprudently  puffed  in  the  N.  York  Review,  might  be  extended 
and  applied  to  the  entire  text.  It  is  a  most  superficial  abridgement,  and 
often  reprint,  of  the  thousand  and  one  crude  and  indefinite  elements  of 
the  science  of  which  it  professes  to  treat.  It  is  not  sufficiently  minute  and 
exact  for  the  adept,  or  correct  and  explicit  enough  for  the  beginner.  Oc- 
casionally the  results  of  experiments  or  analyses  by  European  chemists 
are  briefly  given,  but  these  are  copied  from  Turner  or  some  other  English 
writer's  work.  We  do  not  find,  on  careful  examination,  the  slightest  evi- 
dence that  the  doctor  has  any  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  Dumas  or 
Mitscherlich,  but,  on  the  contrary,  abundant  proof  that  he  has  relied  upon 
English  and  American  statements  for  all  that  is  asserted. 

Having  been  induced  to  purchase  this  book,  from  the  unqualified  pufT 
upon  it  in  the  N.  York  Review,  and  from  the  recommendation  of  it  by  a 
popular  lecturer,  we  feel  it  our  duly  to  speak  of  it  with  truth  and  sincerity, 
that  others  may  not  suffer  the  sad  disappointment  which  we  have  under- 
gone. It  is  high  time  that  those  who  are  looked  up  to  as  judges  of  the 
merits  of  a  work,  especially  on  science,  should  be  more  independent  and 
speak  plainly  of  the  works  they  profess  to  have  examined.  The  young 
student  relies  upon  their  opinion,  and  should  not  be  led  by  indiscriminate 
praise  to  spend  his  money  upon  what  is  superficial  and  of  no  value.  The 
reviewer  or  the  teacher,  who,  from  fear  of  giving  offence,  is  unwilling  to 
express  a  true  estimate  of  a  work  like  this,  is  doing  more  to  retard  the 
progress  of  science  among  us,  than  can  be  compensated  by  all  his  teachings. 
Everj''  one  who  is  at  all  conversant  with  chemistry,  and  who  impartially 
examines  this  book  of  Dr.  Renwick,  must  pronounce  it  one  of  the  most 
pretending  and  superficial  works  which  this  country  has  as  yet  produced. 


Medical  Relief  of  the  sick  Poor. — A  painphlet  from  the  philanthropic 
pen  of  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  entitled  an  "  Appeal  to  the  Citizens  of  Buffalo 
and  of  the  County  of  Erie,  in  behalf  of  ?ieio  and  more  efficient  means  of 
medical  relief  for  the  sick  Poor,'^  is  well  worthy  of  the  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  people  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  Dr.  F.'s  object  is  to  interest 
the  community  in  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  sick  paupers  found  in 
miserable  tenements — too  feeble  to  be  removed  to  the  Almshouse,  already, 
oversowing  with  needy  inmates.  The  result  of  this  stale  of  things  is 
plainly  to  be  seen  : — "  Medical  directions  are  seldom  observed  with  any 
degree  of  care,  and  the  stores  provided  for  the  sick  are  perverted  to  very 
difierent  purposes  than  those  for  which  they  were  designed — the  patient 
being  left  to  die  without  receiving  even  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
imperfect  means  of  relief  which  the  system  (out-door  assistance)  provides." 
He  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  hospital.  This  is  judicious  and 
humane.  In  connection  with  a  public  hospital.  Dr.  Flint  speaks  of  the 
necessity  of  a  medical  dispensary  as  being  required  to  complete  the  sys- 
tem of  liberal  charity  which  he  proposes.     On  the  whole,  the  arguments 
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are  cogent,  humane  and  honorable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  author.  If 
the  Butfalonians  are  not  moved  by  this  appeal,  they  must  indeed  be  in- 
sensible to  the  suflerings  of  the  sick  poor. 


The  Philosophy  of  Homasopathy. — In  one  of  Dr.  Coates's  late  animated 
and  instructive  lectures,  he  went  into  a  critical  analysis  of  the  pretensions 
of  this  system  of  medical  practice.  Had  the  most  devoted  advocate  for 
the  doctrine  that  the  half  is  greater  than  the  ivhole,  been  present,  he  would 
have  lost  all  confidence  in  those  who  practise  the  system.  We  should  like 
right  well  to  see  his  figure  of  the  broken  spindle  in  the  spinning  jenny,  cir- 
culating through  the  journals.  There  is  a  class  of  timid,  weak-minded 
physicians,  to  be  found  in  all  the  States,  who  for  the  sake  of  enlarging  the 
receipts  of  practice,  or  obtaining  that  which  they  never  had,  pretend, 
where  the  remark  promises  to  be  most  efTectual,  that  they  discover 
plausibility  in  the  theory  of  homoeopathy,  and  admit  that  there  may  be 
something  good  in  it.  Others  boldly  dash  into  the  experiment  of  prescrib- 
ing little  pellicles  of  pulverized  sand,  grown  a  thousand  times  more  potent 
in  consequence  of  being  impalpable,  and  by  operating  strongly  on  the 
imagination  of  minds  as  uncullivaled  as  their  own,  perforin  astonishing 
restorations  to  health,  although  they  are  as  totally  iijnorant  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  homceopathy  as  the  tribe  of  Flat  Head  Indians. 
There  is  an  alarming  amount  of  deception  and  down-right  quackery  laid  to 
the  charge  of  some  of  those  who  would  be  designated  as  respectable  phy- 
sicians. They  are  exercising  a  low  cunning,  without  a  particle  of  moral 
honesty.  Young  men  who  are  about  commencing  professional  life  have 
been  heard  to  speak  freely  of  trying  their  luck  at  this  favorite  trick — it 
being  absolutely  regarded  in  that  light — on  the  gullibility  of  the  people. 
This  circumstance,  without  any  additional  display  of  hypocrisy,  shows 
that  they  do  not  even  comprehend  the  intentions  of  homceopathy, as  taught 
by  those  who  have  honestly  studied  it,  and  are  sincere  in  practising  it.  In 
a  word,  ridiculous  and  farcical  as  we  regard  the  whole  subject  of  Hahne- 
mannism,  we  have  a  far  greater  contempt  for  those  of  our  allopathic  breth- 
ren who  are  so  mean  as  to  stoop  to  this  miserable  management  for  the  sake 
of  a  little  evanescent  distinction,  or  a  little  more  money  than  they  would 
otherwise  obtain  by  an  upright,  dignified  intercourse  with  society. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — There  are  such  various  accounts  circulating 
here,  about  the  sudden  loss  of  tonicity  in  that  heretofore  spirit-stirring 
school  of  medicine,  that  it  would  gratify  a  host  of  inquirers  if  some  Phila- 
delphia gentleman  would  have  the  kindness  to  favor  the  public  with  a 
statement  of  the  facts.  One  day  it  is  reported  that  several  of  the  faculty 
have  emigrated  to  New  York ;  the  next,  it  is  said  that  it  may  have  been  a 
sort  of  condition,  in  organizing  a  medical  department  in  the  University  of 
New  York,  that  the  death  of  the  Jefferson  should  follow.  Although  there 
are  many  tricks  in  trade,  it  seems  impossible  that  there  should  have  been 
any  confidential  arrangement  of  the  kind  in  this  instance.  It  is  quite 
certain  that  the  proposed  University  school  must  be  sustained  by  great 
names,  or  it  will  assuredly  meet  with  a  fall  directly.  If  there  is  any  ex- 
pectation indulged  of  breaking  up  or  breaking  down  the  old  moss-grown 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  board  of  trustees  must  first  take 
Dr.  Parker  from  the  chair  of  surgery  in  that  College — and  if  they  hope 
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to  succeed  without  doing  so,  they  will  assuredly  be  disappointed.     He  is 
an  admirable  lecturer,  whom  students  will  follow  let  him  be  where  he  may. 


Chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  at  Lexington,  Ky. — Notice  is  given  in 
the  public  papers  that  a  vacancy  in  the  above-named  chair,  in  the  medical 
department  of  Transylvania  University,  is  to  be  filled — and  candidates  are 
invited  to  forward  their  address  to  the  dean  of  the  faculty  before  the  first 
day  of  June.  The  name  of  the  successful  candidate  only  will  be  made 
known.  This  is  a  novel  method  of  getting  a  professor,  but  far  better  than 
the  old  custom  of  nepotism,  so  general  in  the  schools. 


Louisville  Medical  histitute. — In  the  official  catalogue  of  the  Institute, 
which  has  the  matriculated  names  of  205  students,  is  the  introductory 
discourse  of  Dr.  Drake,  published  by  the  class.  We  have  not  read  it — 
but  as  he  never  commits  himself,  we  are  fully  expecting  great  pleasure 
from  its  perusal. 

Wonders  of  Vision. — Dr.  Wallace,  an  oculist  of  New  York,  whose 
name  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  in  this  Journal,  in  reference  to  the 
anatomy  or  philosophy  of  the  eye,  has  prepared  an  interesting  little  work 
with  the  above  title.  The  book  before  us  has  passed  to  a  third  edition, 
and  is  illustrated  by  many  accurate  engravings  on  wood,  which  are  worth 
as  much,  alone,  as  Messrs.  Saxon  &  Peirce,  who  have  it  on  sale,  ask  for 
the  whole  book. 

Tying  the  Subclavian  Artery. — Dr.  Gross,  the  author,  now  in  the  chair 
of  surgery  at  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute,  performed  this  operation 
successfully  on  a  colored  man  on  the  lllh  of  Feb.,  in  presence  of  the 
class.  A  careful  description  of  the  operation  may  be  looked  for  in  the 
next  Journal  from  Louisville.  He  has  also  been  operating  for  strabismus. 
We  are  gratified  that  a  man  so  deserving,  is  properly  estimated  in  that 
enterprising  city. 

Select  Medical  Library  a7id  Bulletin  of  Medical  Scieiice. — The  first 
No.  of  the  new  quarterly  series  of  Dr.  Bell's  Journal  and  Library,  pub- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  has  been  issued,  and  makes  a  handsome  appearance. 
The  Library  department  comprises  a  complete  "  Practical  Dictionary  of 
Materia  Medica,"  by  the  Editor. 


Post-mortem  Appearances  of  Scott,  the  American  Diver. ^-The  circum- 
stances attending  the  death  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  acquired  no  little  notoriety 
in  London,  the  last  summer,  from  his  feats  of  diving  from  great  elevations 
into  the  water,  have  been  detailed  in  most  of  the  papers.  On  the  occa- 
sion which  terminated  fatally  he  seems  to  have  attempted  various  other 
feats  for  the  amusement  of  the  spectators,  one  of  which  consisted  in  suf- 
fering his  body  to  be  suspended  for  a  time  by  a  rope  around  his  neck. 
After  letting  himself  down  by  his  hands,  the  knot  of  the  rope  being  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  his  head,  he  appeared  to  be  showing  the  public  the 
symptoms  and  convulsions  of  a  hanging  man  ;  shrugging  his  shoulders^ 
but  not  putting  his  hands  up.    After  hanging  between  five  and  six  minutes, 
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it  began  to  be  suspected  that  he  was  dead,  and  on  cutting  him  down  it  wa3 
found  this  suspicion  was  but  too  true. 

The  body  was  examineil  24  hours  after  death.  It  was  a  perfect  model 
of  sjMTimelry  and  strength.  There  was  a  mark  on  the  skin,  round  the 
neck,  which  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  the  pressure  of  the  rope  during 
life,  rather  than  its  post-mortem  effects.  This  mark  was  quite  superficial, 
and  did  not  extend  to  the  cellular  membrane.  There  was  scarcely  any 
mark  over  the  larynx  ;  it  passed  up  anterior  to  the  ears.  The  brain  pre- 
sented nothing  at  all  unusual,  except  that  it  was  somewhat  congested  at 
its  posterior  part;  the  spine  was  healthy  and  sound  ;  the  lungs  were  very 
much  congested  ;  and  the  heart  and  large  vessels  were  full  of  fluid  blood  ; 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  air  passages  was  particularly  congested. 

It  was  quite  evident  that  death  was  the  result  of  asphyxia,  as  in  com- 
mon cases  of  hanging.  It  appears  that  the  poor  man  was  in  the  habit  of 
suspending  himself  entirely  by  the  lower  jaw,  the  rope  having  been  fixed 
by  a  "  bowling  knot  "  above  the  head,  resting  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
lower  jaw,  about  half  way  between  its  symphysis  and  its  articulation. 
In  the  last  attempt  it  is  remarkable  that  the  knot  was  a  slip-knot,  and  not 
a  bowling  one  ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  accident  was  dependent,  partly, 
upon  this  cause.     He  was  quite  sober  at  the  time. 


Influence  of  Temperature. — "  The  reduction  of  temperature  alone,  when 
the  atmosphere  reaches  the  freezing  point,  is  fatal  to  a  certain  number  of 
persons." 

The  Tables  of  Mortality,  published  at  the  General  Register-ofHce,  for 
the  last  six  weeks,  afforded  a  striking  illustration  of  this  principle  ;  the 
weather,  after  having  been  wet  and  mild,  grew  cold  rather  suddenly,  and 
the  immediate  result  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  registered 
from  S60  to  10S7. 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  deaths  registered  in  the  six  weeks ; 
and  the  temperature  has  been  added  from  the  tables  kept  at  the  Royal  So- 
ciety's rooms  by  Mr.  Robertson,  to  whose  politeness  we  are  indebted  for 
the  observations  : — Week,  ending  Nov.  14,  number  of  deaths  885,  daily 
mean  temperature  48  degrees.  Ending  Nov.  21,  deaths  897,  daily  mean 
45.  Nov.  28,  deaths  862,  daily  mean  42.  Dec.  5,  deaths  1087,  daily 
mean  41.  Dec.  12,  deaths  1059,  daily  mean  39.  Dec.  19,  deaths  1056, 
daily  mean  30.  The  greatest  increase  was  in  the  class  of  pulmonary 
diseases. — Lancet. 


Application  for  Baldness. — The  following  ointment  has  been  recom- 
mended in  cases  of  baldness:  Iodine,  3ss.  ;  lard,  3 'ss.  About  a  twelfth 
part  to  be  rubbed  every  other  day  on  the  scalp  until  absorbed  ;  the  strength 
and  frequency,  however,  to  be  regulated  by  circumstances. 

Died, — At  Washington,  D.  C,  Francis  Smith  Beattie,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  late  Collector  of  the  Port  of  St.  Marks,  Florida. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  13,  28.— Males,  13  ;  Females,  15. 

Of  consumption,  1— debility,  2— lung  fever,  4 — disease  in  the  throat,  1— erysipelas,  1— croup,  1 — 
sudden,  2—  abscess,  1— fits,  2— convulsions,  1— teething,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1— old  age,  1— hoop- 
ing cough,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1— dropsy,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  1— 
child-bed,  1 — infantile,  1. 


A   YOUNG  PHYSICIAN, 
Having  the  best  of  recommendations  as  to  qualifications,  i-c,  wishes  to  obtain  a  situation.    A  line 
addressed  to  A.  L.  V.,  Box  144  Poet  Office,  Boston,  will  meet  with  prompt  attention,  M  17— 3t 
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TO  MEDICAL   STUDENTS. 

SPRING    COURSE    OF    LECTURES    AT    THE    COLLEGE    OF    PIiySICIANS    AND    SURGEONS, 

NEW    YORK. 
An  Association  has  been  formed,  for  tlie  purpose  of  offering  to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York, 
a  course  of  instruction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  profitably  occupy  a  portion  of  their  time  during  the  en- 
suing spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  on  the  fol- 
owing  subjects  :  — 

On  the  Pathology  of  the  Cheat,  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  .1.  A.  Swett,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 

Diseases  of  the  Chest. — Tliis  course  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  Clinical  instruction. 
On  Club-feet  and  analogous  Deformities,  by  Detmold,  M.D. 

On  the  diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  by  Wm.  C.  Roberts,  M.D. 
On  the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  G.  Wilkes,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  Pathology  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Annexes,  by  C.  R.  Oilman,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics 

and  the  diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  Operalive  Surgery,   by    W.  Parker,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  College  of  Physicians   and 

Surgeons.  ' 

On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  James  Quackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
On  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons. 
The  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  continue  about  three  months.    Two 
lectures  will  be  delivered  daily — hours,  from  1  to  3  o'clock. 

As  this  course  is  undertaken  with  ihe  single  aim  of  doing  something  for  the  cause  of  sound  and 
thorough  medical  education,  and  particularly  to  develope  the  great  advantages  which  New  York,  by 
her  superior  size,  and  by  the  <onsequent  abundance  and  variety  of  diseases  which  are  met  within  her 
Hospitals,  Almshouse  and  Dispensaries,  offers  to  the  student  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  the 
Association  have  determined  to  put  the  fee  for  the  Course  at  a  price  nearly  nominal — hoping  thereby 
to  place  the  instruction  offered,  within  the  reach  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  professional  improvement. 
Fee  for  all  the  Lectures,  $10. 
New  York,  Feb.  10th,  1841.  M  3— 

MEDIC.VL    TUITION   FOR   1840—41. 
The  subscribers  will  commence  their  course  of  instruction  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  on  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1840  (the  period  at  which  the  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University  begin). 

Minute  examinations  will  be  held  ou  all  the  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  lectures, 
in  order  that  students  intending  to  oflTer  themselves  for  examination  at  the  College  in  the  spring,  may 
be  prepared.  Students  may  be  assured  that  they  will  have  constant  and  abundant  opportunities  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  After  the  lectures,  the  arrangements 
will  be  as  follows  until  the  ensuing  November. 

Free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea  will  be  granted  ;  a  daily 
morning  visit  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Sledman,  and  every  week  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch  and  Wiley  will 
visit  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose,  cliiefly,  of  learning  the  physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the 
chest.  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  chest  and  air  passages. 
Admission  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Infirmary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  to  the  practice  of  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts  ;  occasional  oppor- 
tunities for  operative  surgery  and  midwifery. 
Courses  of  instruction  £is  follows  : 
Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Chemistry,  by  -  Dr.  Perrv. 

Midwifery,  Materia  Medica  and  Demonstrations  on  )  -P,      Rn«jr.iT/-ii 

Morbid  Anatomy  at  the  Hospitals,  by  5  "  '        "^-  **"wditch. 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         -  -  -      Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study  either  at  Boston,  at  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  or  at  Chelsea,  free  of 
expense.    For  terms,  apply  to  H.  G.  Wiley,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

DR.  PERRY,  412  Washington  St.,  DR.  STEDMAN,  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital, 

DR.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  Place,  DR.  WILEY,  467  Wasliington  st. 

S.  16 — eoptf. 

FLETCHER'S    TRUSS. 

The  following  recommendation  of  this  truss  has  lately  been  received  by  the  proprietor. 

The  sul).-.criber  having  made  frequent  trials  of  the  truss  invented  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  has  no  hesitation 
In  saying  that  he  regards  it  as  superior  to  most  instruments  ol  the  kind  now  in  use,  with  which  he  is 
acquainted.  Its  advantages  consist  in  the  size  and  form  of  the  pad,  the  ease  with  which  it  is  moved,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  the  pressure  is  increased  or  diminished.  It  is  moreover  in  his  opinion  as 
well  calculated  as  any  other  to  produce  radical  cure  of  Hernia.  Geo.  Havward. 

iiOHton,  Jan.  1th,  1841.  Jan.  13.— 

The  subscriber  gives  notice  that  being  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  ofhernia,  he  will  attend  (agreea- 
bly to  an  arrangement  with  the  proprietor)  to  the  applying  of  the  above  highly-recommended  truss  in 
the  variety  of  rupture  for  which  it  is  designed.  Persons  requiring  such  assistance  can  be  retired  and 
receive  suitable  alleiition  free  of  o\tra  expense. 

A  liberal  discount  will  be  made  to  wholesale  purchasers.  EDW.VRD  FRANCIS, 

No.  16  Howard  st.  near  Court  St.,  Boston. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  .IR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  comer  of  rranklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addrcsHed,  post  paid.  It  is  nl»o  pul)lislied  in  Mondily  Parts,  with  a  i)rinted  cover.  There  are  two 
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CASES  OF   STRABISMUS. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Deak  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  selected  for  publica- 
tion, in  your  Journal,  the  following  from  among  the  cases  on  which  I  have 
operated  for  the  last  four  months — some  of  them  as  presenting  points  of 
peculiar  interest,  and  all  of  them  as  being  so  situated  that  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  their  condition  at  the  present  time.  I  hope, 
also,  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  at  the  close  of  this  article,  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  cases  which  were  reported  by  me  in  your  Journal  of 
Dec.  2d,  1840.  John  H.  Dix. 

Boston,  March  16th,  1841. 

Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus  of  both  Eyes.— Dec.  26th,  1840. 
Miss  P.,  St.  21,  of  E.  Boston,  at  six  months  of  age  had  lung  fever,  fol- 
lowed by  a  slight  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  which  lasted  for  some  time, 
and  on  recovering  from  it,  she  was  observed  to  squint,  sometimes  with  one 
eye  and  sometimes  with  the  other.  Now  the  inversion  of  both  eyes  is 
about  equal,  the  affection  alternating  from  one  to  the  other,  and  the  pupil 
of  one  eye  being  carried  nearly  to  the  inner  canthus,  when  the  other  is 
looking  straight  forward.  Vision  is  not  distinct  with  regard  to  distant  ob- 
jects, and  in  the  ordinary  use  of  them,  the  eyes  are  quickly  fatigued. 
The  vision  of  the  left  eye  being,  as  she  thinks,  less  useful  to  her  than  that 
of  the  right,  it  is  decided  to  operate  on  this  eye  first,  though  I  cannot  my- 
self discover  the  least  difference  in  the  eyes,  as  to  the  degree  of  the  stra- 
bismus, or  its  frequency. 

Dr.  Z.  B.  Adams,  Dr.  Dale,  and  Dr.  Davis  of  Portsmouth,  being  pre- 
sent, the  internal  rectus  of  the  left  eye  was  divided,  about  a  line  from  its 
tendon.  The  eye  immediately  became  straight — and  could  be  moved 
but  very  little  toward  the  inner  canthus,  the  right  eye  being  inverted  as 
usual  when  the  left  is  in  this  position,  although  I  think  not  quite  so  far  as 
before.  Both  eyes  to  be  closed,  and  the  left  wet  with  a  compress  dipped 
in  cold  water. 

27th.  Position  of  eyes  as  yesterday.  Miss  P.  wishing  to  resume  her 
duties  as  an  instructress,  it  is  concluded  to  operate  on  the  right  eye  to- 
morrow. 

2Sth.     With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Dale  the  internal  rectus  of  the  right 
eye  was  divided  at  its  tendinous  part.    The  obliquity  was  instantly  lessen- 
ed, but  not  wholly  removed,  from  diis  eye.     Both  eyes  to  be  covered  and 
kept  cool  with  wet  compresses. 
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Jan.  4th.  The  eyes  have  been  opened  for  a  few  days  past,  there  being 
but  little  injection  of  either  eye.  The  position  of  the  left  eye  perfectly 
natural,  that  of  the  right  a  little  inclined  inward.  Miss  P.  states,  that 
after  the  first  operation  she  had  double  vision,  and  all  objecls  were  dis- 
torted by  having  their  horizontal  dimensions  enlarged.  After  the  second 
operation,  near  objects  were  trebled,  and  distant  ones  quadrupled. 
When  this  multiplication  of  images  had  ceased,  all  objects  seemed  to 
present  themselves  diagonally  to  her  view. 

March  15th.  Miss  P.  informs  me  that  her  vision  is  much  improved, 
especially  as  it  regards  distant  objects,  and  that  she  can  read  for  a  longer 
time  with  much  less  effort  and  fatigue  of  the  eyes.  She  now  at  times 
sees  a  repetition  of  an  object,  but  the  occurrence  is  gradually  less  frequent, 
and  the  false  image  becomes  more  and  more  dim.  Since  I  last  saw  her 
the  obliquity  of  the  right  eye,  which  then  existed,  has  wholly  disappeared, 
and  nothing  abnormal  can  be  detected  in  the  position  or  movements  of 
either  eye. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  both  Eyes.  Jan.  7,  1841. — Mr.  P., 
aet.  28,  of  Boston,  when  four  years  of  age  began  to  squint,  without  any 
obvious  cause,  with  the  left  eye.  Now  the  left  eye  is  turned  very  far  in, 
so  that  a  third  of  the  cornea  is  hidden  at  the  inner  canthus.  It  can  be 
very  fairly  everted  on  closing  the  right ;  and  when  both  eyes  are  directed 
far  to  the  left,  the  right  squints  somewhat  inward.  He  cannot  read  with 
the  left  eye  alone.  With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Stone,  the  internal  rectus 
of  the  left  eye  is  divided  far  back,  together  with  a  portion  of  subjacent 
cellular  tissue,  and  the  eye  becoming  immediately  straight,  with  a  very 
slight  ability  to  turn  it  inward.  Cold  lotion  to  left ;  both  eyes  to  be 
closed. 

Jan.  8th.  Right  eye  to  be  closed,  and  left  kept  open  and  turned  fre- 
quently outward.     Has  double  vision. 

Jan.  30th.  Both  eyes  are  now  nearly  straight,  but  a  slight  obliquity 
is  observable  in  each  at  times.  With  the  view  of  removing  this,  Mr.  P., 
at  my  request,  submits  to  a  division  of  the  internal  rectus  of  the  right  eye. 
With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  H.  G.  Clark  and  Mr.  Stone,  the  tendon  of 
this  muscle  is  divided,  with  an  improvement  in  both,  though  they  do  not 
perfectly  correspond. 

March  1st.  Mr.  P.,  soon  after  the  last  operation,  took  a  journey 
southward,  and  now  on  his  return  says  that  double  vision  occurs  occa- 
sionally, but  not  so  frequently  as  before.  When  looking  at  a  distant  ob- 
ject, if  the  double  vision  is  experienced,  the  second  or  false  image  is  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  true  one,  than  if  he  were  looking  at  a  nearer  ob- 
ject ;  and  if  the  object  be  close  to  him,  a  portion  only  of  the  false  image 
is  seen,  the  remainder  of  it  seeming  to  be  behind  the  real  one.  Mr.  P. 
describes  the  false  image  as  "  much  more  beautiful  and  delicate  than 
the  real  one,  and  resembling  rather  an  exquisitely  fine  painting  than  a 
reality." 

March  16th.  There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement,  particularly  as 
to  the  position  of  the  right  eye,  and  now  both  may  be  considered  straight. 
Tlie  phenomena  of  illusory  vision,  above  mentioned,  now  rarely  occur, 
and  in  less  degree.     There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  vision 
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of  the  left  eye,  considered  separately  from  the  other.     He  can  now  read 
with  it,  the  other  being  closed. 

Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Eye.  Jan.  13,  1841. — 
Mr.  W.  S.,  ffit.  21,  of  Roxbury,  at  four  years  of  age  began  to  squint 
with  the  right  eye,  in  consequence,  as  he  thinks,  of  fits,  to  which  he  was 
subject  from  his  third  to  his  ninth  year.  When  looking  forward  with  the 
left  eye,  the  pupil  of  the  right  is  buried  at  the  inner  canthus.  Vision  is 
so  far  impaired  in  this  eye  that  he  cannot  see  to  read  with  it  the  ordinary 
print  of  a  newspaper.  When  the  left  eye  is  closed,  he  has  perfect  con- 
trol of  the  right,  and  can  evert  it  fully,  though  it  occasions  a  feeling  of 
dragging  at  the  inner  canthus. 

Drs.  Randall  and  J.  M.  Warren,  and  Messrs.  Stone,  Prince  and 
Twitchell  being  present,  the  internal  rectus  was  divided,  at  the  distance  of 
two  lines  from  its  tendon,  with  immediate  removal  of  the  obliquity,  the 
cornea  at  first,  on  the  division  of  the  muscle,  inclining  decidedly  toward 
the  outer  canthus,  but  in  a  few  moments  assuming  its  position  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  orbit. 

14th.  The  eye  has  been  kept  covered  with  a  wet  compress,  on  remov- 
ing which,  he  sees  objects  double. 

17th.  Inflammation  confined  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
incision.  No  double  vision  since  the  14th.  Has  in  the  mean  time  kept 
both  eyes  uncovered.     To-morrow  returns  to  his  store. 

March  15th.  Both  eyes  straight  and  alike  in  aspect,  except  that  there 
is  greater  degree  of  fulness  of  the  globe  apparently  at  the  inner  canthus  of 
the  right  than  of  the  left  eye,  though  this  is  less  evident  than  it  was  a 
month  ago.  Vision  in  the  right  eye  has  very  much  improved.  He  can 
now  see  to  read  with  it,  at  the  distance  of  three  feet,  the  ordinary  print 
of  a  newspaper,  which  before  the  operation  he  could  not  read  at  all. 
Double  vision  now  occurs  very  rarely,  and  is  but  momentary,  the  false 
image  being  distinguishable  from  the  true  one  by  its  faintness. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Eye.  Jan.  19th,  1841. — Mrs. 
C,  a^t.  34,  of  Hopkinton,  at  about  four  years  of  age  squinted  without 
any  obvious  reason.  Now  the  right  eye  is  turned  inward,  bringing  the 
cornea  quite  to  the  inner  canthus,  when  she  looks  straight  with  the  left 
eye.  Vision  imperfect.  She  cannot  see  to  read  with  this  eye  at  all,  or 
to  recognize  a  face.  Looking  toward  the  left  causes  an  uncomfortable 
sensation  at  the  inner  canthus  of  the  right  eye,  in  which  she  thinks  there 
has  been  an  increasing  tendency  inward  for  a  year  past.  The  left  eye  is 
decidedly  inclined  inward,  but  not  so  much  as  the  right.  Either  eye  can 
be  fairly  everted  at  pleasure,  on  shutting  the  opposite  one. 

Messrs.  Stone,  Read  and  Coffin  being  present,  the  internal  rectus  of 
the  right  eye  is  divided,  with  an  immediate  inclination  outward  and  a 
gradual  subsequent  restoration  of  the  pupil  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit. 

20th.  Eye  has  been  covered  and  wet  with  cold  water.  Now  to  be 
uncovered,  the  left  being  bandaged,  and  to  be  kept  for  as  long  a  time  as 
possible  looking  far  round  to  the  right,  at  a  patch  placed  for  this  purpose 
on  the  wall,  which  direction  is  given  because  there  seems  to  be  less  in- 
clination outward  than  there  was  on  the  day  after  the  operation. 

24th.     Keep  both  eyes  open  and  looking  in  any  direction  at  pleasure, 
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there  being  now  a  very  little  inclination  outward.  CoUyr.  sulph.  zinci, 
grs.  ii. ;  vin.  opii,  3  i. ;  aquae  distillatae,  §  i.  M.  Twice  daily  to 
right  eye. 

25th.  It  is  evident  that  there  is  less  inclination  of  the  left  eye  than 
before  the  operation  on  the  right.  Both  eyes  to  be  turned  frequently  to- 
ward the  left,  both  acting  in  unison,  but  both  very  slightly  inclined  to  the 
right.  When  out  of  doors  to  wear  within  her  bonnet,  near  the  edge  on 
the  left  side,  some  ornament  to  which  she  may  frequently  turn  the  eyes. 

28th.  Both  eyes  have  become  straight,  and  I  have  decided  not  to 
operate  on  the  left  eye,  which  1  had  at  first  supposed  might  be  necessary. 
The  strabismus  of  the  left  eye  was  probably  sympathetic  merely  with 
that  of  the  right. 

March  17th.  Mrs.  C.  writes  to  me,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  inquiry, 
that  the  vision  of  this  eye  has  improved  so  that  she  can  now  "  read  a  few 
words  of  coarse  print,  and  recognize  a  face  with  the  other  eye  closed." 

Division  of  Internal  and  Superior  Rectus,  and  a  portion  of  Inferior 
Rectus.  November  30th,  1840. — Miss  B.,  of  Boston,  aet.  25,  in  early 
childhood  had  hooping  cough,  during  which  she  acquired  a  convergent 
strabismus  of  the  right  eye,  which  has  been  somewhat  aggravated  of 
late.  Now,  the  pupil  of  this  eye  is  nearly  hidden  at  the  inner  can- 
thus  when  she  looks  forward  with  the  left,  and  on  closing  the  left,  it  can 
be  turned  outward  very  little  beyond  the  centre  of  the  orbit.  When  both 
eyes  are  open,  and  she  attempts  to  look  toward  the  right  with  the  right 
eye,  the  left  is  turned  far  in.  Vision  with  this  eye  is  imperfect,  and  when 
reading  she  is  in  the  habit  of  covering  it  with  her  hand. 

Drs.  Shattuck,  Sen.  and  Jr.,  Dr.  Doane,  Dr.  J.  Sargent  of  Worcester, 
and  Mr.  Stone,  being  present,  the  globe  was  everted  by  means  of  the 
double  hook,  and  the  internal  rectus  divided  posterior  to  its  tendon,  to- 
gether with  some  exceedingly  thickened  cellular  tissue.  No  change  en- 
sued in  the  position  of  the  eye,  except  that  she  could  turn  it  out  more 
easily  than  before.  I  therefore  made  a  division  of  the  superior  rectus  and 
a  portion  of  the  fibres  of  the  inferior  rectus,  taking  care  thoroughly  to 
separate  from  the  sclerotic  all  adhesions  of  cellular  tissue.  There  was 
now  a  very  slight  improvement  as  to  its  ordinary  obliquity,  and  an  in- 
creased facility  of  everting  it.  Cold  lotion.  Both  eyes  to  be  covered. 
The  indurated  and  thickened  condition  of  the  cellular  tissue  in  this  case 
is  probably  owing  to  inflammation  which  she  had  formerly  in  this  eye. 
Dec.  2d.  Considerable  injection.  Very  light  diet.  Sulph.  mag.  §  i. 
Dec.  20th.  IMiss  B.  has  had  inflammation,  requiring  a  continuance  of 
low  diet  and  the  application  of  leeches.  There  is  apparently  but  little 
if  any  change  in  the  position  of  the  eye. 

17th.  Since  last  date  there  has  been  a  gradual  but  very  great  im- 
provement, so  that  now  the  squint  is  very  much  less  than  it  originally  was, 
though  not  wholly  removed.  Probably  the  Improvement  did  not  take 
place  earlier,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  eyes  covered 
ibr  an  unusual  period  after  die  operation.  This  is  the  only  case  in  which 
any  active  inflammation  has  followed,  and  it  is  in  this  attributable  partly 
to  the  extensive  dissection,  and  partly  to  the  double  hook — the  use  of 
which,  1  ain  satisfied,  from  thb  and  two  preceding  cases,  very  much  en- 
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hances  the  pain  of  the  operation,  and  is  after  a  little  practice  quite  unne- 
cessary for  the  convenience  of  the  operator.  There  is  no  essential  im- 
provement of  vision,  except  inasmuch  as  the  eye  can  he  more  easily  turned 
to  objects  on  the  right. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Eye.  Jan.  20th,  1841. — Miss 
W.,  tet.  20,  domestic,  of  Boston,  at  three  years  of  age  began  to  squint 
with  the  right  eye,  as  she  supposes  from  imitating  another.  Now  the 
right  eye  is  turned,  so  that  in  looking  forward  with  the  left  eye,  the  edge 
of  the  cornea  reaches  the  inner  canthus ;  and  looking  towards  the  left, 
the  pupil  is  nearly  concealed.  Vision  is  impaired  in  the  right  eye.  She 
can  read  but  for  a  few  moments  with  it,  and  on  closing  the  other  eye  and 
using  this,  a  sensation  of  dizziness  is  produced.  There  is  a  slight  inclina- 
tion of  the  left  eye  inward. 

The  internal  rectus  was  divided  far  back  in  the  muscle,  in  the  presence 
of  Drs.  Homans  and  Stedman,  and  Messrs.  Prince,  Read,  Stone,  Abbot, 
Welch  and  Dean.  The  eye  immediately  inclined  somewhat  toward  the 
outer  canthus ;  but  in  a  few  moments  became  nearly  straight. 

23d.  Right  eye  slightly  inclined  outward.  Has  double  vision  after 
looking  at  an  object  steadily  for  a  few  minutes.  Directed  to  turn  both 
eyes  toward  the  left  at  a  patch  on  the  wall.  Very  little  redness,  even  at 
the  inner  canthus.  Has  had  no  application  except  cold  water.  May 
now  resume  her  usual  occupations,  taking  care  occasionally  to  turn  both 
eyes  toward  the  left. 

March  15th.  The  inclination  of  the  left  eye  has  ceased,  and  both 
eyes  are  straight  and  move  in  concert.  Vision  of  the  right  eye  no  better 
than  before  the  operation,  except  that  it  is  now  used  constantly  without 
any  sensation  of  dizziness  as  before. 

'Division  of  Internal  Recti  Muscles  of  both  Eyes.  Jan.  25th,  1841. 
— Miss  E.,  of  Lowell,  set.  35,  when  about  seven  years  of  age  acquired, 
by  degrees,  a  strabismus  convergens,  in  consequence,  as  she  supposes,  of 
attempting  to  imitate  a  twin  sister  who  squinted.  Now  the  pupil  of  the 
right  eye  is  hidden  at  the  inner  canthus  when  she  looks  straight  with  the 
left  eye,  and  on  turning  the  right  as  far  out  as  possible,  the  left  is  so  far 
turned  in  as  to  cover  at  the  inner  canthus  a  small  part  of  the  cornea. 
Occasionally  the  convergence  seems  to  be  about  equal  in  both  eyes. 
Vision  of  the  right  eye  is  much  impaired,  so  that  on  closing  the  left  she 
can  see  to  read  very  large  print  but  for  a  few  moments.  Her  ordinary 
vision  is  limited  to  near  objects. 

Dr.  Crane,  of  E.  Boston,  and  Mr.  Stone,  being  present,  the  internal 
rectus  was  first  divided  in  the  right  eye,  two  lines,  at  least,  posteriorly  to 
its  tendon,  with  a  slight  turn  of  the  eye  outward,  though  she  could  still 
turn  it  somewhat  inward,  the  left  eye  becoming  inverted  as  usual  on  turn- 
ing the  other  out.  After  a  rest  of  about  five  minutes,  the  internal  rectus 
of  the  left  eye  was  divided,  at  about  the  same  distance  from  its  insertion, 
and  with  it  a  few  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  inferior  rectus,  bringing  this 
eye  very  nearly  straight,  with  a  slight  inclination  inward,  and  the  right 
perfectly  straight.  In  both  cases  the  muscle  offered  more  resistance  than 
usual  to  the  scissors,  and  indurated  cellular  tissue  in  connection  v/ith  the 
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muscle  and  globe  required  to  be  divided.     Both  eyes  to  be  closed  and 
covered  by  compresses  dipped  in  ice  water. 

Jan.  27th.  Slight  injection  of  the  right,  considerable  of  the  left,  eye. 
Sulph.  magnesia,  §  i.  The  slight  inversion  of  the  left  eye,  which  was 
observable  immediately  after  the  operation,  has  disappeared,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  both  is  central.  She  speaks  of  a  great  gain  in  her  vision.  Con- 
tinue application  of  ice  water  as  before. 

29th.  Eyes  to  be  uncovered  and  used  together.  Occasionally  one  is 
to  be  closed,  the  finger  pressed  gently  between  it  and  the  nose,  and  the 
opposite  eye  rolled  forcibly  outward. 

Feb.  27th.  Slight  injection  only  in  either  eye ;  Incision  fully  united, 
and  both  eyes  perfectly  straight  and  moving  in  perfect  harmony.  Vision 
is  very  much  amended,  especially  as  regards  distant  objects,  while  near 
ones  can  be  looked  at  steadily,  with  much  less  fatigue  than  formerly. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Left  Eye.  Jan.  29th,  1841. — Mr.  S. 
C,  ast.  18,  of  Charlestown,  squinted  at  two  years  of  age,  in  consequence 
of  a  fit,  as  his  parents  supposed.  He  had  been  troubled  with  worms  for 
some  time,  and  spigelia  was  administered  freely.  Now  the  left  eye  is 
turned  so  far  in,  that  the  pupil  occasionally  lies  at  the  inner  canthus,  that 
is,  on  looking  far  to  the  right.  Making  an  effort  to  look  towards  the  left, 
the  right  eye  turns  in  somewhat.  Vision  has,  during  his  remembrance, 
been  very  imperfect  from  the  squinting  eye,  and  he  thinks  that  for  a  year 
past  it  has  essentially  lessened.  He  now  can  see  a  person  with  this  eye, 
the  other  being  closed,  at  the  distance  of  three  feet,  but  not  farther,  and 
if  this  effort  is  continued  for  two  or  three  minutes,  the  eye  becomes  suf- 
fused with  tears,  and  pain  is  experienced  at  the  inner  canthus. 

Drs.  G.  Parkman,  Ball,  and  Moriarty,  Henry  Rice,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Bemis 
of  Charlestown,  being  present,  the  internal  rectus  was  divided  in  the  left 
eye,  just  posterior  to  its  tendon,  with  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Stone,  and 
Prince  of  Salem.  An  immediate  restoration  of  the  cornea  to  the  centre 
of  the  orbit  took  place,  though  a  power  remained  of  turning  it  Inward  to 
some  extent.  In  this  case  the  cellular  tissue  below  and  on  each  side  of 
the  muscle  was  considerably  thickened,  and  being  taken  up  by  the  blunt 
hook  was  divided,  at  the  same  time  with  the  muscle.  Although  the  di- 
vision of  the  cellular  tissue  is  complete  and  extensive  on  each  side  of  the 
muscle,  and  the  pupil  is  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  the  eye  can  be 
turned  as  far  toward  the  inner  canthus  as  is  common  in  a  sound  eye,  pro- 
bably from  the  action  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  superior  and  inferior  rec- 
tus. Notwithstanding  this  unusual  Control  over  the  motion  of  the  eye 
inward,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to'  divide  a  portion  of  either  of  these 
muscles,  inasmuch  as  he  could  turn  the  eye  freely  to  the  outer  canthus, 
and  from  his  youth  and  healthfulness  the  external  rectus  may  be  expected 
soon  to  obtain  a  sufiicient  control,  after  a  part  of  the  antagonizing  force  is 
removed. 

Jan.  30th.  No  pain  or  injection.  Cold  lotion  to  be  discontinued,  ex- 
cept occasionally.  The  right  eye  to  be  closed  by  a  bandage,  the  left  to  be 
kept  open  as  much  as  he  finds  it  comfortable  to  do  so,  and  to  be  frequently 
turned  forcibly  toward  the  outer  canllnis. 

Feb.  5th.    The  cut  edges  of  the  conjunctiva  are  nearly  united.    Vision 
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somewhat  improved.     For  three  days  after  the  operation  he  had  double 
vision,  and  it  still  occurs  at  distant  intervals. 

March  14tli.  Both  eyes  are  now  perfectly  straight,  unless  he  looks 
far  to  the  left,  when  the  right  eye  turns  rather  nearer  than  natural  to  the 
inner  canthus,  but  not  so  far  in  as  before  the  internal  rectus  of  the  left  eye 
was  divided.  Vision  of  the  left  eye  very  much  benefited.  He  can  now 
see  with  it  at  the  distance  of  twenty  feet,  as  distinctly  as  he  could  before 
the  operation  at  the  distance  of  three. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Eye.  Feb.  6th,  1841. — Miss 
W.,  aet.  18,  of  Boston,  when  four  years  of  age,  without  any  assignable 
cause,  began  to  squint  inward  with  the  right  eye,  the  convergence  being 
slight  at  first  and  gradually  increasing.  The  pupil  is  now,  when  she 
looks  forward  with  the  left  eye,  nearly  hidden  at  the  inner  canthus.  but 
occasionally,  when  looking  toward  the  right,  this  eye  appears  to  be  straight, 
and  the  opposite  one  slightly  turned  in.  She  cannot  turn  either  eye  fully 
to  the  outer  canthus,  the  other  eye  being  closed,  and  cannot  see  with  the 
right  eye  to  read. 

Dr.  Z.  B.  Adams  of  this  city.  Dr.  Wilder  of  New  Ipswich,  and  Mr. 
Stone  of  Salem,  being  present,  the  internal  rectus  was  divided,  and  the 
eye  at  once  inclined  a  little  outward,  but  in  a  few  moments  gained  the 
centre  of  the  orbit,  the  obliquity  of  the  other  eye  becoming  at  the  same 
time  more  marked. 

15th.  Wound  nearly  healed.  Miss  W.  had  double  vision  very  seldom 
for  two  or  three  days  after  the  operation,  but  not  at  all  of  late.  The 
right  eye  is  perfectly  straight,  and  the  slight  inclination  of  the  left  has 
been  gradually  lessening,  she  having  been  directed  to  look  at  a  patch  on 
the  wall  placed  as  far  on  her  left  as  she  can  see  it. 

March  16th.  Both  eyes  straight,  as  it  appears  to  me,  though  Miss  W. 
says  that  the  left  occasionally  turns  a  little  inward.  The  vision  of  the 
right  eye  has  greatly  improved  since  the  operation.  She  can  now  read 
perfectly  well  with  it,  and  considers  it  as  good  as  the  other  eye. 

Convergent  Strabismus  of  the  Left  Eye  only — Division  of  Internal 
Rectus  Muscle  of  both  Eyes.  Feb.  10th,  1841. — Miss  B.,  aet.  15,  of 
Chelsea,  eleven  years  ago  fell  and  struck  the  upper  part  of  the  nose^ 
causing  a  dark  swelling  on  it.  In  a  week  after  the  accident  it  was  ob- 
served that  the  left  eye  turned  in.  The  squint  is  not  extreme,  the  whole 
cornea  being  at  all  times  visible.  When  looking  far  to  the  left,  the  right 
eye  is  observed  to  turn  in  very  slightly.  On  closing  the  right,  the  mo- 
tions and  position  of  the  left  are  natural.  Vision  is  impaired,  so  that  she 
cannot  read  with  the  left  eye. 

Dr.  Dale  and  Mr.  Wales  assisting  me,  the  internal  rectus  is  divided  in 
its  muscular  texture,  and  extensive  adhesions  of  thickened  cellular  tissue 
carefully  separated,  the  eye  becoming  more  nearly  straight,  but  not  per- 
fectly so,  except  when  the  right  is  closed.  Left  eye  to  be  kept  wet  with 
snow  water  during  this  afternoon  and  evening,  and  both  eyes  closed. 

11th.  Right  eye  to  be  bandaged,  and  the  left  used  exclusively,  there 
being  no  pain  m  it,  nor  any  injection  except  at  the  mner  canthus. 

17th.  Has  kept  the  right  eye  closed,  and  used  the  left  alone  since  last 
date,  and  with  some  improvement,  there  being  now  less  disposition  in  this 
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eye  to  turn  inward,  except  when  a  strong  effort  Is  made  to  look  far  to 
the  right. 

March  10th.  No  further  amendment  of  the  squint  has  taken  place, 
the  eye  being  precisely  as  at  last  report.  The  squint  is  about  one  half  as 
great  as  it  originally  was,  and,  considering  the  very  free  and  thorough  dis- 
section made  of  muscle  and  cellular  tissue,  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
supposing  it  to  depend  upon  a  sympathy  with  the  other  eye,  which,  as 
was  before  stated,  when  looking  far  to  the  left,  turns  perhaps  somewhat 
nearer  to  the  inner  canthus  than  natural.  It,  however,  is  by  no  means 
distinct,  and  at  all  other  times  this  eye  is  perfectly  straight.  With  the 
hope,  therefore,  of  removing  the  obliquity  of  the  left  eye,  I  determined 
to  divide  the  corresponding  muscle  of  the  right,  which  is  apparently  per- 
fectly normal  in  its  position  and  movements,  having  observed,  in  some 
former  cases,  that  a  slight  obliquity  remaining  in  one  eye,  after  an  opera- 
tion, was  removed  by  dividing  the  corresponding  muscle  of  the  opposite 
eye,  which  had  been  inverted  in  a  less  degree,  and  having  also  seen  this 
same  practice  spoken  of  by  an  English  operator. 

With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Eddy  and  Tuckerman,  the  tendon  of  the 
internal  rectus  of  the  right  eye  was  divided  near  its  insertion,  the  adhesions 
of  cellular  tissue  being  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  entire.  The  eye  imme- 
diately inclined  a  litde  outward,  but  upon  removing  the  bandage  from  the 
left  eye  regained  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  while  at  the  same  time  the  obli- 
quity of  the  left  eye  had  completely  disappeared,  leaving  both  eyes 
straight  and  uniform  in  their  movements.     Both  eyes  to  be  kept  open. 

March  14th.  No  injection  beyond  the  immediate  limits  of  the  incision. 
Eyes  perfectly  straight. 

Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus  oj  Right  Eye.  Feb.  15th,  1841. — Miss 
S.,  aet.  15,  of  S.  Boston,  began  at  four  years  of  age  to  squint  with  the  right 
eye,  as  her  friends  suppose  from  imitating  some  of  her  schoolmates.  The 
pupil  of  the  right  eye  is  turned  very  nearly  to  the  inner  corner,  when  she 
looks  straight  forward  with  the  left  eye.  By  an  effort  of  the  will  she  can 
turn  the  right  eye  out,  when  the  left  turns  farther  in  than  natural,  though 
not  so  far  as  the  right.  Vision  of  the  right  eye  is  somewhat  impaired. 
She  can  distinguish  faces  with  it,  but  cannot  read. 

With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Dale  and  H.  J.  Bigelow,  the  internal  rec- 
tus is  divided,  and  the  eye  immediately  becomes  straight,  though  I  do  not 
observe  the  vibration  toward  the  outer  corner  which  is  often  seen. 

17th.  Has  had  double  vision  occasionally,  except  on  one  day,  yester- 
day, when  I  had  the  left  eye  closed  with  a  bandage  for  the  purpose  of 
making  her  keep  the  eye  turned  as  far  inward — that  is,  in  the  direction  of 
the  former  squint — as  possible.  This  plan  was  adopted  in  consequence 
of  a  slight  tendency  of  the  eye  outward.  To-day  both  are  left  open. 
No  injection  of  the  eye,  except  at  the  inner  canthus.  No  disposition  of 
the  right  eye  outward. 

March  9th.  A  small  granulation  at  the  inner  canthus,  which  is  nearly 
removed  by  the  closing  together  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  hangs  by  a  little 
pedicle,  is  snipped  off.  Very  little  injection  at  the  inner  canthus. 
Eyes  perfectly  straight.  Miss  S.  does  not  observe  that  the  vision  of 
this  eye,  separately,  is  improved  since  the  operation,  though  both  eyes 
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being  directed    to   one   object,  the    amount  of  useful  vision  is  of  course 
greater. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


EXPERIENCE   IN   MIDWIFERY. 

BV     J.     JOHNSON     KELSO,     M.D.,     LISBUKK. 

In  an  experience  of  nearly  1 100  midwifery  cases,  I  find  I  have  recorded, 
more  or  less  extensively,  notes  of  700  ;  an  analysis  of  which,  with  your 
permission,  will,  with  as  much  brevity  as  is  consistent  with  pei-spicuity, 
now  engage  us. 

In  these  700  cases  of  labor,  there  were  born  723  children,  of  which 
375  were  females  and  348  males.  Of  this  number,  from  causes  to  which 
it  will  be  my  duty  presently  to  make  especial  allusion.  Jive  cases  termi- 
nated fatally. 

The  number  of  cases  of  twins,  was  23 ;  of  which  5  occurred  in  the 
first,  3  in  the  second,  3  in  the  fourth,  4  in  the  fifth,  3  in  the  seventh,  3  in 
the  eighth,  and  2  in  the  ninth,  pregnancy. 

The  number  of  stillborn  children  was  78 ;  of  which  42  were  females 
and  36  males.  Of  these,  symptoms  of  incipient  decomposition,  evidenc- 
ing the  previous  death  of  the  fcEtus  from  some  other  cause  than  parturi- 
tion, manifested  themselves  in  six ;  whilst  the  rest  may  be  disposed  of  as 
follows : — Pressure  of  the  umbilical  cord  in  breech  and  crural  presenta- 
tion, 29;  the  intervention  of  instruments,  12;  tedious  or  lingering  labor, 
leading  to  much  and  long-continued  cerebral  compression,  25  ;  descent  of 
the  umbilical  cord,  6  ;  circumstances  unknown,  or  not  specified,  6  ;  total, 
78.  This  rate  of  mortality,  which  furnishes  a  proportion  of  about  1  to 
every  9  born  alive,  may  appear  to  some  as  rather  high  ;  but  to  those  who 
are  conversant  with  country  practice,  there  will,  doubtless,  a  number  of 
causes  in  explanation  suggest  themselves,  too  obvious  to  require  from  me 
any  specification  in  this  place. 

These  700  cases  naturally  arrange  themselves  under  the  four  following 
divisions  of  authors: — i.  Natural  labor.  2,  Preternatural  labor.  3. 
Instrumental  labor.     4.  Complicated  labor. 

Each  group,  or  division,  will,  of  course,  demand  for  itself  a  separate, 
though  necessarily  brief,  consideration  ;  but  previously  to  going  into  detail, 
the  following  table,  in  which  are  carefully  arranged  the  number  of  hours' 
duration  of  each  case,  may  not,  perhaps,  prove  unacceptable  : 
Table  comprising  the  Duration  of  each  of  Seven  Hundred  Cases  of 

Labor. 
No.  of  hours.— 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15 
No.  of  cases.— To  15  30  40  81  91  83  30  25  38  22  15  21  11  12 
No.  of  hours.— 16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30 
No.  of  cases.— 16  9  10  13  10  11  13  5  6  4  5  ~3  6  7  5 
No.  of  hours.— 31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45 
No.  of  cases.—  3223  4~  5432  3  1  2~1  2~1 
No.  of  hours.— 46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55 
No.  of  cases.—  3     3     2     1     2  ~1     0~1     I      l 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  greatest  number  of  deliveries 
occurred  in  six  hours  from,  as  well  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  parturient  process,  correctly  so  called  ;  next,  in  5  hours  ;  then 
in  7  hours  ;  then  in  4  and  10 ;  and  so  on  ;  the  process  being  extended 
to  55  hours  in  1  case  only. 

Natural  Labor. — Under  this  head  there  is  obviously  but  little  to  detain 
us.  Indeed,  1  may  merely  state,  that  of  the  aggregate  number  of  this 
class  of  cases  which  I  find  computes  558,  they  all  passed  through  their 
different  stages  to  a  termination,  in  a  period  vaiying  from  1  to  40  hours. 
But  of  this  number,  there  were  about  105  cases  which  may  be  classed  under 
the  head  of  tedious  or  lingering  labor ;  the  protraction  of  the  process  in 
these  varying  from  20  to  40  hours  in  each.  By  deducting  these  from  the 
sum  total  of  the  cases  comprehended  in  this  section,  there  will,  it  is  evi- 
dent, remain  453  cases  of  natural  labor,  properly  so  called,  the  mean  du- 
ration of  each  of  which  was  10  hours. 

In  reference  to  those  tedious  cases,  they  were  the  result  of  causes  not 
different  from  those  which  are  commonly  assigned,  viz.,  disproportion  be- 
tween the  foetal  cranium  and  the  brim  and  outlet  of  the  pelvis  ;  inefficient, 
or  spasmodic  uterine  action  ;  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts  connected  with  the 
process ;  accumulation  of  faeces  in  the  rectum,  &£c. 

The  profession  are  generally  aware,  through  a  paper  which  the  Lancet 
some  time  since  did  me  the  honor  to  publish,  that  I  am  an  advocate,  how- 
ever feeble,  for  the  ergot  of  rye  in  obstetricy.  What  I  have  ventured  to 
express  in  the  memoir  in  question,  respecting  the  immense  advantage  of 
this  uterine  stimulant  in  those  particular  cases — certainly  not  a  few — suit- 
ed to  its  employment,  a  still  more  extended  experience  enables  me  to  con- 
firm ;  and  in  relation  to  my  present  subject,  I  am  bound  to  confess  that, 
in  most  of  those  lingering  labors  to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made, 
much  physical  suffering,  and  a  considerable  abridgment  of  the  process, 
would  most  undoubtedly  have  resulted  from  its  earlier  employment.  Nor 
can  I  omit  here  to  express  my  equally  decided  conviction  that  to  this  in- 
valuable drug  I  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  been,  I  think,  indebted 
for  bringing  cases  to  a  favorable  termination,  which  otherwise  might  have 
required  the  interference  of  art. 

Preternatural  Labor. — The  number  of  cases  of  this  description,  twins 
inclusive,  amounted  to  56 ;  of  which  there  were,  presentation  of  the 
breech,  18;  of  the  feet  or  knee,  either  of  one  or  both  extremities,  15  ; 
of  the  arm  and  hand,  6  ;  of  the  shoulder,  5  ;  of  the  face  to  the  pubes,  4  ; 
of  the  abdomen,  or  side,  3.  We  proceed  to  glance  at  these  different 
kinds  of  presentation  seriatim. 

Of  the  cases  of  breech  presentation,  7  occurred  in  those  of  the  twins, 
and  the  process  progressed  to  a  favorable  termination  with  equal  expedi- 
tion with  those  of  natural  labor.  Next  to  crural  presentation,  as  is  known, 
the  one  under  consideration  is  confessedly  the  most  inimical  to  the  life  of 
the  offspring,  and,  accordingly,  the  mortality  of  the  children  from  this  cause 
was  considerable.  Under  circumstances  of  this  nature  ingenuity  has  as  yet 
been  unable  to  devise  any  method  by  which  the  integrity  of  the  circulation  in 
the  cord  may  be  preserved  unimpaired,  at  least  to  that  extent  compatible 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  vitality  of  the  child  during  its  expulsion  from 
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the  utems ;  and  even  the  propriety  here  of  the  ergot,  from  the  increased 
and  continued  action  usually  consequent  on  its  use,  is,  I  am  iree  to  con- 
fess, extremely  problematical.  Passing  over  crural  presentation,  which 
presents  nothing  to  detain  us,  we  proceed  to  that  of  the  arm  and  head. 

Brachial  Presentation. — Tliis  variety  of  presentation,  wiien  not  early 
detected,  proves  often  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  obstetrician,  as 
well  as  of  increased  risk  to  the  patient.  Death  in  two  instances,  and  an 
obstinate  metritis  iji  another,  followed,  on  delivery,  by  turning ;  which  ope- 
ration, except  in  one,  was,  after  more  or  less  difficulty,  accomplished  by 
nnanual  aid  in  all.  Previously,  however,  to  the  giving  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  case  in  which  this  operation  proved  unsuccessful,  at  least 
under  manual  Intervention,  and  which,  though  far  from  solitary,  is  not,  I 
conceive,  devoid  of  interest,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  remark  generally, 
that  in  all  those  obstetrical  cases  demanding,  as  the  preferable  method  of 
management,  vereion,  the  bringing  down  of  one  foot,  or  extremity,  when 
the  other  is  not  in  easy  grasp,  is,  at  least  to  my  mind  and  experience,  quite 
sufficient  for  every  object  of  the  act ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  a  con- 
trary practice  in  the  introduction  of  the  hand  in  search  of  the  other  foot, 
when  one  has  already  been  procured,  is,  I  apprehend,  but  very  rarely  ne- 
cessary, and  if  so,  should  never  be  resorted  to  unless  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  may  imperiously  demand  its  adoption.     But  to  resume. 

In  one  of  the  fatal  cases,  death  took  place  rather  from  exhaustion,  the 
result  of  a  protracted  and  harassing  labor,  than  from  any  immediate  injury 
from  the  operation,  which  was  easily  accomplished.  She  survived  the 
delivery,  which  was  her  eighth,  54  hours ;  her  most  prominent  distress 
being  great  embarrassment  in  her  breathing,  which  occasionally  amount- 
ed to  orthopnoea,  and  which  rendered  the  recumbent  position  quite 
insupportable. 

The  other  fatal  case,  though  properly  coming  under  the  division  of  la- 
borious labor,  cannot  well  be  severed  from  the  present  section.  It  oc- 
curred in  the  practice  of  a  gentleman  of  this  town  in  1833.  In  company 
with  another  consultant,  1  saw  this  poor  woman,  who,  shocking  to  say, 
was  the  unfortunate  victim  of  her  uncle's  lust,  about  48  hours  after  the 
commencement  of  labor.  The  waters  had  been  discharged  a  considerable 
time  previously,  and  the  right  shoulder,  with  the  corresponding  arm  pro- 
truding from  the  external  parts,  was  found  firmly  wedged  in  the  inlet  of 
the  pelvis;  the  external  parts  were  swollen,  dry,  and  somewhat  tender; 
pulse  about  128 ;  some  restlessness  and  anxiety  of  countenance.  De- 
livery being  the  sole  measure  of  safety,  was  at  once  set  about ;  but  version 
being  found  at  this  time  impracticable,  amputation  of  the  arm  at  the 
shoulder-joint,  and  subsequent  disi-uption  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
were  indispensable  to  the  completion  of  the  process.  A  second  child  was 
now  discovered  to  occupy  the  uterus ;  but  previously  to  attempting  its 
dehvery,  some  time  was  allowed  to  elapse  in  order,  under  appropriate 
treatment,  to  the  rallying  of  the  then  greatly  enfeebled  powers.  This 
being  ultimately  effected,  large  doses  of  laudanum,  conjoined  with  general 
stimulation,  were  indispensable  to  obviate  immediate  sinking.  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  again  seeing  her ;  but  after  languishing  for  above  70 
hours,  she  finally  sunk  from,  I  believe,  puerperal  fever. 
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In  the  case  of  metritis,  the  waters  having  been  evacuated  for  some 
time,  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  turning ;  the  woman,  whose  labor 
had  been  protracted  to  43  hours,  being  of  a  sanguineous  diathesis,  inflam- 
mation of  the  womb  was  speedily  set  up,  which  only  yielded  to  the  most 
active  treatment. 

[Dr.  K.'s  remarks  on  shoulder  presentations,  laborious  labor,  &tc., 
are  reserved  for  another  No.] 
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A   VISIT  TO  THIRTEEN  ASYLUMS    FOR  THE  INSANE. 

This  is  an  important  statistical  compendium  of  observations  on  several  of 
the  principal  institutions  for  the  insane  in  Europe,  by  a  gentleman  who 
seems  to  possess  enlarged  and  generous  feelings  towards  the  unhappy 
beings  for  whom  these  structures  have  been  erected.  The  author  has  also 
made  a  critical  examination  of  those  at  home — and  thus,  in  presenting  us 
with  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  present  condition,  diurnal  management,  do- 
mestic conveniences,  and  the  medical  supervision,  in  these  institutions  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  has  certainly  conferred  a  great  favor  on  the 
medical  profession  and  the  public  generally. 

Society,  in  this  country,  is  in  a  transition  state — advancing  rapidly  in 
intellectual  and  moral  strength,  the  evidence  of  which  is  discoverable  in 
the  manifestation  of  a  strong  desire  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  the 
unfortunate,  and  to  lay  deep  and  broad  the  foundations  of  charities  that 
•shall  be  commensurate  with  iheir  moral  as  well  as  physical  necessities. 
Indeed,  the  public  sentiment,  like  the  single  opinion  of  a  philanthropic  in- 
dividual, favors  the  most  liberal  expenditure  in  the  accomplishment  of  this 
grand  scheme  of  benevolence.  A  divine  impulse  seems  to  be  urging  the 
world  onward  to  make  reparation  for  the  wrongs  of  past  ages.  The 
maniac  no  longer  groans  under  the  weight  of  chains,  nor  trembles  at  the 
sight  of  his  fellow  man.  He  has  become  an  object  of  intense  regard — and 
the  Legislature  now  assumes  the  guardianship  of  those  who  were  formerly 
considered  in  law  as  neither  dead  nor  alive. 

In  our  admiration  of  the  progress  of  humanity,  we  must  not  forget  to 
register  the  names  of  those  whose  active  labors  and  researches  have  con- 
tributed to  this  expression  of  generosit3^  Pliny  Earle,  M.D.,  Resident 
Physician  of  the  Friends'  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Frankfort,  near  Phila- 
delphia, is  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  pamphlet  al- 
ready alluded  to,  of  144  pages  octavo,  and  bearing  the  following  title,  viz., 
"  A  Visit  to  thirteen  Asylums  for  the  Insane  in  Europe ;  to  lohich  are 
added  a  brief  notice  of  similar  institutions  in  transatlantic  countries,  and 
in  the  XJyiited  States,  and  an  essay  on  the  causes,  d2iration,  termination  arid 
moral  treatment  of  insanity,  with  copious  statistics."  It  would  have  been 
exceedingly  difiicult  to  concentrate  more  that  is  strictly  profitable  to  the 
general  inquirer,  or  instructive  to  a  mere  professional  man,  within  such 
narrow  limits.  That  it  was  wise  to  withhold  more,  if  the  author  had 
materials,  is  very  certain,  since  a  pamphlet  will  find  its  way  where  a 
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formidable  volume  would  gatlier  more  dust  than  readers.  Dr.  Earle  has 
been  complimented  in  Boston  on  the  character  of  this  production,  in  a  way 
which  will  doubtless  be  gratifying.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Statisti- 
cal Society,  after  borrowing  our  copy,  remarked  upon  its  importance,  ac- 
curacy of  observation,  and  well-timed  publication,  at  a  period  when  new 
hospitals  for  maniacs  are  in  the  process  of  erection,  or  old  ones  undergoing 
modifications  in  their  organization  in  accordance  with  the  progress  of  dis- 
covery abroad.  If  Dr.  Earle  had  looked  into  an  article  in  the  last  volume 
of  the  Medical  Almanac,  by  Dr.  Woodward,  who  deservedly  stands  at  the- 
head  of  the  asylums  for  the  insane  in  New  England — and  we  have  no 
fear  of  offending,  in  saying,  also,  that  he  is  in  the  first  rank  of  the  writers 
in  America  in  this  particular  department — he  might  have  found  additional 
matter  for  his  pages. 

Taken  all  in  all,  we  consider  that  Dr.  Earle  has  distinguished  himself 
meritoriously — because  he  has  gathered  not  for  himself  alone,  but  that  he 
might  scatter.  It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  the  elements  of  a  future  pro- 
duction in  this  pamphlet,  that  will  give  his  name  celebrity  in  the  catalogue 
of  medical  benefactors. 


Dunbar's  Notes  on  Club-foot. — A  chapter,  without  paging,  and  even 
without  an  imprint,  but  admirably  written,  having  the  above  title,  is  before 
us,  containing  twenty-three  wood  engravings.  Recollecting  that  Dr.  Dun- 
bar, of  Baltimore,  issued  proposals,  or  rather  announced  his  intentions,  of 
publishing  a  history  of  American  surgery,  it  strikes  us  that  this  must  be 
a  specimen  chapter.  If  this  conjecture  is  true,  and  the  chapters  that  are 
designed  to  follow  are  equally  copious,  scientific,  and  historically  correct, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  It  would  be  gratifying 
to  know  a  little  more  about  the  matter,  however,  before  commencing  a 
critical  notice  of  this  unpaged,  untitled,  unindexed  chapter. 


Rochester  Medical  Association. — A  course  of  lectures  commenced  last 
Monday,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on  the  following  subjects,  viz.,  anatomy,  sur- 
gery, obstetrics  and  chemistry.  Our  friend  and  former  colleague.  Prof, 
Dewey,  is  so  extensively  known  as  a  practical  teacher  of  chemistry,  that 
his  name  alone  will  insure  a  degree  of  encouragement  to  the  enterprise, 
which  it  would  not  otherwise  have.  Dr.  Hamilton  has  a  reputation,  too, 
of  consequence  to  any  institution  with  which  he  may  at  any  time  be  asso- 
ciated. Last  season  the  lectures  at  Rochester  were  continued  three  months, 
and  sufficiently  patronized  to  warrant  the  commencement  of  the  present 
course.  Prof.  Dewey  will  set  the  mental  apparatus  of  medical  and  other 
students  in  motion,  if  it  can  be  operated  on  at  all.  Let  those  who  can, 
from  their  proximity  to  Rochester,  avail  themselves  of  the  high  intellectual 
•attainments  of  these  gentlemen  and  their  associates. 


State  Lunatic  Hospital — Eighth  Report. — There  is  bare  spare  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  Dr.  Woodward's  eighth  annual  report  of  the 
hospital  at  Worcester,  which  he  has  raised  to  distinction.  It  appears  to  be 
as  interesting  as  any  that  have  preceded  it.  We  shall  soon  begin  to  make 
extracts,  for  the  gratification  of  distant  readers. 
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Models  illustrative  of  diseased  Appearances  of  the  internal  Organs, 
— Dr.  Ware  has  imported,  from  Paris,  a  series  of  beautifully-colored  plas- 
ter models,  to  show  the  appearance  of  textures  in  a  state  of  disease. 
They  are  the  invention  of  Dr.  Felix  Thibert.  We  have  read  a  report  of 
a  commission  upon  the  value  of  this  mode  of  displaying  pathological  anato- 
my, which  is  very  satisfactory.  The  celebrated  Andral,  Breschet  and 
Cruvelhier,  are  certainly  capable  of  appreciating  the  invention,  and  their 
testimony  is  sufficient  to  recommend  this  mode  of  instruction.  Cancer  of 
the  stomach,  lesions,  tuberculous  liver,  &c.,  are  accurately  correct — a 
mould  having  been  first  taken,  and  the  cast  in  relief  colored  to  imitate 
nature.  We  recommend  to  our  medical  friends  to  examine  these  admira- 
ble preparations,  with  a  hope  that  it  will  lead  to  further  importations. 


Preservation  of  Iodide  of  Iron. — Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  brought  before 
the  Westminster  Medical  Society  an  improved  mode  of  preserving  the 
iodide  of  iron,  which,  from  its  very  ready  decomposition,  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  keep  in  an  effective  state.  He  had  been  indebted  to  a  foreign 
journal  for  the  suggestion  of  the  plan  ;  he  had  found  that  a  syrup  com- 
posed of  a  fluid  drachm  of  the  preparation,  and  a  drachm  of  white  sugar 
evaporated  to  one  drachm  altogether,  would  keep  for  a  long  period,  the 
iodide  of  iron  remaining  perfectly  unchanged.  The  fluid  preparation 
might  be  made  of  any  strength,  but  he  generally  preferred  one  of  which  a 
drachm  held  three  grains  of  the  preparation  in  solution.  He  believed  that 
the  protoxide,  the  carbonate,  and  other  preparations  of  iron,  might  be  pre- 
served in  the  same  manner  in  as  pure  a  state  as  they  were  at  the  moment 
they  were  found.  In  the  foreign  journal  alluded  to,  it  was  stated  that  a 
syrup  had  been  made,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  concentrated  to  preserve 
the  virtues  of  the  salt  for  any  length  of  time. — La7icet. 


Scrofuloits  Ulcers.  By  Ch.  Clay,  Surgeon  to  Manchester  Dispensary. 
— James  Jackson,  set.  26,  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  came  to  the  Dispensary 
in  the  beginning  of  September  for  relief  for  large  scrofulous  sores,  extend- 
ing from  the  shoulder  to  the  hand  of  each  arm  ;  he  had  been  for  a  long 
time  afflicted,  and  the  remains  of  former  ulcers,  now  healed,  were  visible 
by  unseemly  scars  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  the  head,  neck 
and  face.  He  was  directed  to  use  the  following  mixture  :  R.  Tincture  of 
iodine,  3i-  ;  infusion  of  gentian,  3viij.  Half  an  ounce  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day,  with  simple  dressings  to  the  sores  and  washes  of  lime  water. 
No  improvement  manifested  itself  until  I  ordered  an  alteration  of  the 
means;  the  following  lotion — R.  Tincture  of  iodine,  3  iss.  ;  extract  of 
lead,  3  iss.  ;  water,  3  vij. ;  was  directed  to  be  used  thus:  one  pound  of 
yeast,  with  half  a  pound  of  stale  bread,  and  two  tablespoonsful  of  the  lo- 
tion as  above,  worked  together,  and  applied  as  a  poultice  night  and  morn- 
ing. In  two  days  after  the  application  of  the  first  poultice  a  very  decided 
improvement  was  observed  ;  the  sores  putting  on  a  more  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  disposed  to  heal  ;  the  application  was  continued,  as  well  as  the 
mixture  first  ordered;  and  in  three  weeks  every  sore  was  closed,  although 
some  of  them  extended  to  three  and  four  inches  of  square  surface.  He 
was  discharged  on  the  12th  of  October.  There  can  be  no  question  that 
iodine  is  a  valuable  medicine  in  cases  of  scrofula  ;  but  I  have  seen 
many  cases  where  its  internal  exhibition  had  not  the  desired  effect,  and  it 
was  so  in  the  case  just  given. — Ibid. 
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Medical  Miscellayiy. — Dr.  Pitcher  has  been  recently  elected  mayor  of 
Detroit. — A  severe  disease  has  been  prevailing  on  board  tlie  United  States' 
vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Nine  had  died,  at  the  last  accounts,  on 
board  the  Dolphin. — Dr.  S.  B.  Richardson,  of  Louisville,  extirpated  the 
parotid  gland,  and  tied  the  carotid,  on  a  young  woman,  a  few  weeks  since, 
who  is  doing  well. — Dr.  Gross  seems  to  have  been  grossly  assailed  by 
some  fault-finding  member  of  the  brotherhood,  through  the  Louisville  pa- 
pers. His  great  success  as  an  operator  probably  excites  envy — but  he  is 
a  man  not  to  be  moved  by  anonymous  attacks. — There  are;  205  students  in 
attendance  at  the  Louisville  Institute. —  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y., 
is  doing  surgical  operations  very  successfully  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
A  late  operation  for  club-foot,  is  noticed  with  admiration  by  the  Whitehall 
Chronicle. — Dr.  Thomas  0.  H.  Croswel  has  held  the  office  of  post-mas- 
ter, at  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  forty-nine  years,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  the 
oldest  post-master  in  the  United  States. — A  catalogue  and  circular  from 
the  Albany  Medical  College,  for  1841,  is  published.  The  Institution  is 
as  great  a  favorite  as  ever  with  the  public.  Twenty-nine  students  have 
been  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  the  close  of  the  late  lecture 
term. — Of  238  individuals  who  have  been  under  treatment  at  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  Asylum  during  the  year  1840,  60  have  been  cured,  and  25  have 
been  discharged  much  improved  ;  131  remained  in  the  Asylum  at  the 
close  of  the  j^ear. — The  number  of  pupils  remaining  in  the  institution  for 
the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  is  152.  During  the  year  35  were  ad- 
mitted, and  52  left. — The  number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  New  York 
Hospital  at  the  close  of  1839  was  74,  and  during  the  last  year  1797  were 
admitted.  Of  this  number  1317  have  been  discharged,  173  have  died,  and 
187  removed  at  the  close  of  the  year. — A  correspondent  says  that  he 
hears  Dr.  Mott  has  not  accepted  a  chair  in  the  University  of  New  York  j 
but  intends,  on  his  return  from  France,  in  the  spring,  to  resume  his  old 
place  in  the  College  and  Hospital. — The  town  of  Gardiner,  Me.,  appears  ta 
be  the  El  Dorado  of  Thomsonian  physicians.  At  the  present  rate  of  mul- 
tiplication it  is  feared  they  may  yet  be  obliged  to  practise  on  each  other. 
— After  a  lapse  of  four  entire  months,  a  regular  file  of  Dr.  Hull's  Homoeo- 
pathic Examiner  has  been  received. — Dr.  Coxe's  communication  to  this 
Journal  on  the  antiquity  of  lithotrity.  Dr.  R.  Kelsey's  on  contraction  of  the 
colon.  Dr.  Mighell's  case  of  aneurism,  and  a  notice  of  Fletcher's  truss, 
with  a  plate,  are  copied  into  the  India  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical 
Science. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Holt,  Williams,  Clough, 
Folsom  and  A.  J.  E.,  with  the  paper  on  Insanity  in  Kentucky,  will  have  in- 
sertion. 

Died, — In  London,  on  the  12th  of  February,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  the  most  emi- 
nent surgeon  in  the  world.  The  receipts  of  his  practice  the  first  year  of  his  pro- 
fessional life,  were  less  than  five  pounds.  Some  of  the  last  years,  his  income 
amounted  to  20,000  guineas  per  annum.  His  fee,  when  well  established,  was  al- 
most, if  not  quite,  the  highest  ever  asked  by  a  medical  adviser.  The  higher  the 
charge,  the  more  eagerly  was  his  opinion  sought. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  20,  31.— Males,  14  ;  Females,  17.  Stillborn,  2. 
Of  consumption,  7— measles,  2— infantile,  2— lung  fever,  5— disease  of  the  heart,  1— inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  1— convulsions,  1— hooping  cough,  1— liver  complaint,  i— scarlet  fever,  1— bronchitis,  1— 
ulcers  in  the  head,  1— caucer,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— disease  in  the  kidneys,  1— croup,  1— de- 
bility, 1. 
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DR.  J.   J.  MOORMAN, 

RESIDENT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRlSGS,   VA- 
May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  White  Sulphuf  Water.,  tii 
particular  diseases,  &c.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosins  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5; 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  tlie  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  23d,  1840-  O.  28— lamtMcheoptO 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

SPRING    COURSE    OF    LECTURES    AT    THE    COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS, 

NEW    YORK. 
An  Association  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York, 
a  course  of  instruction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  profitably  occupy  a  portion  of  their  time  during  the  en- 
suing spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  on  the  fol- 
owing  subjects  :  — 

On  the  Pathology  of  the  Chest,  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  J.  A.  Swett,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 

Diseases  of  the  Cliest. — This  course  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  Clinical  instruction. 
On  Club-feet  and  analogous  Deformities,  by  Detmold,  M.D. 

On  the  diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  by  Wm.  C.  Roberts,  M.D. 
On  the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  G.  Wilkes,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  Patliology  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Annexes,  by  C.  R.  Oilman,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics 

and  the  diseases  of  Wornen  ami  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  Operative  Surgery,   by    W.  Pahker,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  College  of  Physicians   and 

Surgeons. 
On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  James  Quackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
On  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons. 
The  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  continue  about  three  months.    Two 
lectures  will  be  delivered  daily — hours,  from  1  to  3  o'clock. 

As  tliis  course  is  undertaken  with  the  single  aim  of  doing  something  for  the  cause  of  sound  and 
thorough  medical  education,  and  particularly  to  develope  the  great  advantages  which  New  York,  by 
her  superior  size,  and  by  the  consequent  abundance  and  variety  of  diseases  which  are  met  with  in  her 
Hospitals,  Almshouse  and  Dispensaries,  offers  to  the  student  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  the 
Association  have  determined  to  put  the  fee  for  the  Course  at  a  price  nearly  nominal — hoping  thereby 
to  place  the  instruction  offered,  within  the  reach  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  professional  improvement* 
Fee  for  all  the  Lectures,  $10. 
New  York,  Feb.  Wth,  1811.  M  3— 

A   YOUNG  PHYSICIAN, 

Having  the  best  of  recommendations  as  to  qualifications,  &c.,  wishes  to  obtain  a  situation.  A  line 
addressed  to  A.  L.  V.,  Box  144  Post  Office,  Boston,  will  meet  with  prompt  attention.  M  17 — 3t 

TRUSSES. 

The  subscriber  continues  to  manufacture  Trusses  of  every  description,  at  his  residence,  at  the  old 
stand,  opposite  264,  No.  305,  Washington  street,  Boston  (entrance  in  Temple  Avenue — up  stairs).  All 
Individuals  can  see  him  alone,  at  any  time,  at  the  above  place. 

J.  F,  F.  manufactures  as  many  as  twenty  different  kinds  of  trusses,  among  which  are  all  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  similar  to  those  that  the  late  Mr.  John  Beaih,  of  this  city,  formerly  made,  and  all  others 
advertised  in  Boston. 

Any  kind  of  trusses  repaired  at  short  notice,  and  made  as  good  as  when  new. 

fnr'Ladies  wishing  for  any  of  these  instruments,  will  be  waited  upon  by  Mrs.  Foster,  at  the  above 
place.     Mrs.  F.  has  been  engaged  in  the  above  business  for  ten  years.  JAMES  F.  FOSTER. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  in  the  use  of  Mr.  Foster's  Truss  for  Inguinal 
Hernia,  and  find  it  to  answer  every  desirable  purpose,  and  consider  it  far  preferable  to  any  other 
Which  I  have  employed.  James  Thatcher,  M.D, 

Plymouth,  Nov.  1,  1839. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  have  known  Mr.  James  F.  Foster  several  years  last  past,  and  have  frequently 
employed  him  in  the  construction  of  trusses  and  other  api)aratus  for  my  patients,  and  have  always 
found  him  ready,  capable  and  faithful,  and  equal  to  the  occasion  for  which  I  have  employed  him. 

Boston,  March  10,  1840.  John  Randall,  M.D. 

"  VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Phvi'ICIans  in  any  section  of  the  ITnlted  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  po^t  p<iid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 

RE-IMPROVED   ROCKING   TRUSSES, 

Manufactured  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  II.,  and  recomnicnded  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  (hftt 
State,  may  be  oblained  at  this  olUce.  Price,  for  tlic  single  truss,  $4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
Riciaus  who  purchase  to  sell  again.  March  1(1. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAl'P,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whcnu  all  communications  must  be 
addresHcd,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Mouthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volurneH  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  .$3,00  a  year  in  atlvance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  81,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  (uipies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accoinp.'iiiicd  by  payment  in  advance  or  satiatbctory  refer* 
ence.  •  Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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DR.    DIXS   CASES   OF   STRABISMUS. 
[Concluded  from  page  109.] 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Eye.  JNIarch  3d,  1841. — Mas- 
ter M.  W.,  aet.  14,  of  E.  Boston,  wlien  three  years  of  age,  being  one 
day  in  an  unusual  state  of  hilarity,  laid  himself  down  upon  the  floor, 
kicking;  and  screaming  apparently  for  joy.  Within  ten  minutes  after,  the 
mother  observed  that  the  right  eye  was  turned  in,  and  it  has  so  continued 
since  that  time.  The  squint  is  not  extreme,  no  part  of  the  cornea  being 
hidden  except  when  he  looks  with  both  eyes  far  to  the  left.  Vision 
is  very  nearly  lost  in  this  eye,  he  having  barely  a  perception  of  light 
with  it. 

Dr.  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  Dr.  Mason  of  Bangor,  and  Mr.  Stone,  being  pre- 
sent, the  internal  rectus  was  divided  near  its  tendon.  The  eye  became 
immediately  straight,  while  the  left  one  seemed  to  be  slightly  turned  in. 

5th.  He  has  had  both  eyes  covered  ever  since  the  operation.  On 
removing  the  bandage  he  finds  that  he  can  see  his  fingers  with  the  right 
eye.  This  improvement  of  vision  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  mere  bring- 
ing of  the  eye  into  a  position  where  it  can  be  used,  inasmuch  as  but  forty- 
eight  hom-s  have  elapsed  since  the  operation,  and  during  that  time  both 
eyes  have  been  covered,  and  if  he  had  at  any  time  occasion  to  see,  he 
has  uncovered  the  left.  May  not  the  loss  of  vision  in  this  case  have  been 
caused  by  a  compression  of  the  optic  nerve  by  the  spasmodic  contraction 
of  the  internal  rectus,  and  an  unyielding  condition  of  the  others,  and  its 
restoration  be  owing  to  the  relief  from  this  compression  consequent  upon 
the  division  of  the  muscle  ?  The  obliquity  of  the  left  eye  is  now  less 
than  it  was  immediately  after  the  operation. 

1.5th.  There  has  been  a  still  further  improvement  of  vision  in  the 
right  eye,  with  which,  he  says,  he  can  now  see  as  well  as  with  the  other. 
He  can,  in  fact,  distinguish  faces  with  this  eye,  but  cannot  as  yet  see  to 
read  with  it.     He  does  not  remember  to  have  had  any  double  vision. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Left  Eye.  March  5th,  1841. — Miss 
F.,  aet.  18,  of  Wayne,  Me.,  when  seven  years  of  age,  being  at  school, 
was  taught  by  her  playmates  to  put  her  finger  on  the  nose  between  the 
eyes  and  endeavor  to  look  at  it,  by  which  process  she  acquired  a  squint 
inward  with  the  left  eye.  In  a  few  days,  having  discontinued  the  habit 
which  produced  it,  she  found  that  the  eye  became  straight  again,  although 
ever  after,  when  fatigued  with  bodily  effort,  or  when  the  eyes  had  been 
used  for  a  long  time,  the  squint  temporarily  recurred.  About  10  yiears 
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ago  she  had  typhus  fever,  and  during  her  convalescence,  on  looking  one 
morning  at  a  bright  sun,  she  felt  that  her  left  eye  turned  in  towards  her 
nose.  Great  intolerance  of  light  and  severe  pain  in  the  eye  succeeded. 
From  these  symptoms  she  obtained  relief  in  a  few  weeks  by  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches,  blisters,  &c.,  the  squint  continuing  unaltered.  Now  the 
squint  is  considerable,  the  pupil  being  occasionally  carried  quite  to  the  in- 
ner canthus.  By  an  effort  of  the  will  the  eye  can,  however,  be  turned 
fully  out  to  the  outer  canthus,  and  when  it  is  in  this  position  the  right  ap- 
pears to  turn  inward.  Both  eyes,  indeed,  appear  at  times  to  squint  in- 
ward. Vision  is  dim  with  this  eye,  and  the  focus  of  vision  is  shorter 
than  in  the  other. 

Drs.  Bowen  and  Wigglesworth  being  present,  the  internal  rectus  was 
divided,  the  division  being  made  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  tendon.  Al- 
though the  squint  was  very  considerable  in  this  case,  I  did  not  divide  the 
muscle,  because,  in  its  present  condition,  it  was  of  recent  date,  and  it 
might  fairly  be  supposed  that  the  abductor  muscle  possessed  very  nearly 
its  original  power  of  contraction.  The  eye  became  immediately  straight, 
the  right  somewhat  inverted,  though  much  less  so  than  when,  previous  to 
the  operation,  by  a  voluntary  effort  the  left  eye  was  brought  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  orbit. 

8th.  Left  eye  perfectly  straight,  right  more  nearly  so  than  when  I  last 
saw  her  ;  no  inflammation.  Has  double  vision  very  seldom  now,  although 
previous  to  the  operation  it  was  almost  constant. 

15th.  Wound  quite  cicatrized.  Both  eyes  now  straight,  the  obliquity 
which  remained  in  the  right,  after  the  operation  on  the  left,  having  totally 
disappeared.  No  special  improvement  in  the  vision  of  the  left  separately, 
but  her  general  vision  much  better  from  the  cessation  of  the  double  vision. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  and  a  portion  of  the  Superior  Rectus  of 
Right  Eye.  March  9th,  1841. — Mr.  F.  A.  D.,  ffit.  28,  of  Boston,  is  doubt- 
ful whether  his  squint  was  caused  by  a  fracture  of  the  skull  at  three  years 
of  age,  or  was  acquired  by  attempts  to  imitate  a  playfellow.  He  is  confi- 
dent that  he  did  not  squint  previous  to  the  accident  by  which  the  skull 
was  fractured,  but  has  no  distinct  recollection  of  squinting  earlier  than  his 
fifth  year.  Now  the  left  eye  is  inverted  so  far  that  the  pupil  is  hidden  at 
the  inner  canthus.  By  closing  the  right  eye  he  can  bring  the  left  out  not 
quite  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  but  can  by  no  effort  evert  it  at  all  towards 
the  outer  canthus.  This  effort  to  evert  the  eye  is  attended  with  a  feeling 
of  tension  and  pain  at  the  inner  canthus.  Vision  is  very  indistinct  with 
this  eye,  and  although  by  closing  the  other  eye  he  can  at  first  dimly  dis- 
tinguish one  thing  from  another,  in  a  minute  or  two  they  become  blended, 
and  he  loses  all  perception  of  them.  There  is  near  the  centre  of  the  cor- 
nea a  slight  opacity,  which,  as  it  covers  chiefly  that  part  of  the  pupil 
which  is  toward  the  outer  canthus,  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  the  cause  of  a 
convergent  strabismus.  When  the  left  eye  is  brought  as  nearly  straight  as 
possible,  the  right  turns  slightly  in. 

With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  J.  F.  W.  Lane  and  Tower,  the  internal 
rectus  was  divided  as  far  back  in  the  muscular  texture  as  possible,  to- 
gether with  a  few  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  superior  rectus,  with  the  in- 
stant removal  of  the  squint,  and  complete  restoration   of  the  power    of 
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everting  the  eye  freely  to  the  outer  canthus,  though  it  can  still  be  turned 
at  pleasure  quite  as  far  inward  as  most  healthy  eyes.  Both  eyes  to  be 
closed,  and  the  left  covered  with  a  compress  dipped  in  ice  water  fre- 
quently. 

10th.  Right  eye  to  be  closed,  and  the  left  used  exclusively. 
13th.  Had  some  uneasiness  in  the  left  eye  on  the  day  that  it  was  first 
uncovered  and  used  alone  ;  this  has  subsided,  and  he  finds  that  the  eye  is 
much  stronger  as  regards  the  sight,  than  before  the  operation.  He  en- 
joys now,  for  fifteen  minutes,  the  same  indistinct  vision  which  before  the 
operation  lasted  not  more  than  one,  the  right  being  closed.  Very  little 
injection.     Continue  to  keep  the  right  eye  shut  and  the  left  open. 

I6ih.  Eyes  straight.  He  thinks  the  left  is  daily  acquiring  strength. 
Has  been  out  of  doors  occasionally  for  three  days  past,  keeping  the  right 
eye  closed  always. 

Division  of  Internal  Rcctm  of  Left  Eye.  March  9th,  1841. — Miss 
S.,  a^t.  19,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  has  squinted  with  both  eyes  from  birth, 
as  she  supposes.  The  inversion  is  slight  and  about  equal  in  both,  but 
perhaps  rather  more  frequent  in  the  left  than  the  right.  Vision  of  the 
left  eye  is  very  imperfect,  so  that  she  cannot  see  to  read  or  sew  with  it. 
The  globes  are  exceedingly  small,  and  present,  when  straight,  very  little 
but  the  cornea  between  the  lids. 

Dr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Stone  assisting,  the  tendon  of  the  internal  rec- 
tus of  the  left  eye  was  divided,  with  the  restoration  of  the  cornea  to  the 
centre  of  the  orbit.  Miss  S.  immediately  observed,  before  the  bandage 
on  the  other  eye  was  removed,  that  she  could  see  much  better  with  this 
eye.     Cold  lotion,  and  both  eyes  to  be  closed. 

16th.  The  left  eye  is  nearly  straight,  and  the  right  usually  somewhat 
inverted.  Vision  has  improved  so  much  in  the  left  eye,  that  she  can  now 
read  and  sew  with  it  better  than  with  the  right. 

17th.  The  left  eye  a  little  inverted  occasionally  when  she  looks  for- 
ward with  the  right.  At  other  times  the  right  is  inverted,  and  sometimes 
both  may  be  made  to  appear  equally  so. 

With  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Stone  and  Mordand,  the  tendon  of  the 
internal  rectus  of  the  right  eye  was  divided.  In  consequence  of  the  ex- 
treme smallness  and  sunken  location  of  the  eyes,  I  found  it  convenient  to 
open  the  conjunctiva  with  scissors,  rather  than  the  knife  which  is  ordina- 
rily preferable.  The  right  eye  inclined  outward,  and  the  left  became 
straight.     Cover  both.     Cold  lotion  to  right. 

16th.  Inversion  of  right  less  manifest  than  yesterday.  Leave  both 
eyes  open. 

2'2d.     Eyes  perfectly  straight,  and  motions  corresponding. 

Division  of  Internal  Rectus  of  Left  Eye.  March  9th,  1841. — Miss 
C.  M.,  aet.  15,  domestic,  of  E.  Boston,  thinks  that  when  very  young 
her  eyes  began  to  turn  inward,  owing  to  wearing  her  hair  over  them. 
Both  eyes  now  turn  inward  alternately,  and  vision  is  in  both  equally  indis- 
tinct. It  is  difficult,  indeed  impossible,  to  decide  which  is  the  squinting 
eye.  The  squint  is  not  extreme,  the  sclerotic  being  visible  in  both  be- 
tween the  cornea  and  inner  canthus. 

Drs.  Crane,  J.  F.  W.  Lane  and  Tower  being  present,  the  internal  rec- 
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tus  of  the  left  eye  was  divided  close  behind  its  tendon.  This  eye  inclined 
for  a  few  minutes  outward,  but  finally  assumed  a  central  position,  the 
right  turning  in,  as  usual  when  the  left  is  straight.  Both  to  be  closed, 
and  the  left  covered  with  compress  dipped  in  cold  water.  Sulph.mag- 
nesice,  §  j. 

llil).  The  left  eye  straight,  the  right  much  less  inverted  than  just  after 
the  operation.  Use  the  left  eye  only,  leaving  the  right  bandaged.  May 
resume  her  occupations. 

15th.  Both  eyes  now  so  nearly  straight  that  I  conceive  the  operation, 
which  I  expected  to  do  upon  the  right  eye,  unnecessary.  Vision  as  be- 
fore the  operation,  except  that  there  is  less  fatigue  in  using  the  eyes,  and 
she  can  more  readily  see  objects  on  each  side. 

Division  of  the  Internal  Rectus  of  Right  Et/e.  March  l-2th,  1841. — 
J.  F.,  set.  5,  of  Boston,  two  and  a  half  years  since,  while  suffering  from 
hooping  cough,  was  observed  to  squint  inward  with  the  right  eye.  As  his 
health  was  re-established,  the  squint,  which  at  first  was  extreme,  gradually 
lessened,  until,  rather  more  than  a  year  ago,  it  reached  the  position  in 
which  it  has  since  remained.  The  inner  edge  of  the  cornea  lies  nearly 
at  the  inner  canthus,  when  his  left  eye  is  directed  forward.  The  left  eye 
being  closed,  the  position  and  movements  of  the  right  are  correct. 

Drs.  G.  Bartlett,  Cotting,  Wiggleswortii,an(l  Mr.  Mears  being  present, 
the  internal  rectus  of  the  right  eye  was  divided  near  its  tendon.  The  eye 
at  once  inclined  a  little  toward  the  outer  canthus,  but  on  removing  the 
bandage  from  the  left  eye,  came  back  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit.  In  or- 
der to  avoid  any  untoward  movement,  the  child  was  placed  for  the  opera- 
tion horizontally.  It  was  not  necessary  to  use  the  double  hook,  the  fine 
one,  with  which  the  conjunctiva  was  raised,  affording  sufficient  control  of 
the  globe  to  pass  the  blunt  hook  under  the  tendon.  Both  eyes  to  be 
covered,  and  the  right  wet  with  cold  water. 

13th.     Cover  left  eye,  leaving  right  open. 

15th.  When  the  left  eye  is  closed  there  is  a  slight  inclination  of  the 
right  outward,  which  disappears  on  opening  the  left.  The  right  can  be 
turned  in  at  pleasure.     Leave  both  eyes  open. 

17lh.  Eyes  straight.  Wound  cicatrized.  Slight  redness  at  inner 
canthus  only. 

STRABISMUS    DIVERGENS. 

Division  of  E eternal  Rectus  Muscle.  March  6th,  1841. — Mr.  L.  B., 
ajt.  21,  of  Germany,  when  three  years  of  age  was  attacked  with  smallpox, 
in  convalescing  from  which  he  had  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  wliich 
lasted  for  six  weeks,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  eye  was  found 
to  squint  outward.  Now  the  divergence  is  variable,  when  his  attention  is 
directed  to  it  slight,  and  at  other  times  decided,  the  cornea  approaching 
the  outer  cantiius  within  a  half  of  a  line  when  he  looks  straight  forward 
with  the  right  eye,  and  being  partially  hidden  under  the  upper  lid  when 
he  looks  toward  the  left.  Vision  in  this  eye  is  very  nearly  as  good  as  in 
the  other.  The  squint  in  this  case  is  somewhat  upward  as  well  as 
outward. 

Drs.  J.  B.  S.  .Jackson,  Wiggleswordi,  O.  W.  Holmes,  Bowcn  and 
Davis  being  present,  the  divbiou  of  the  external  rectus  was  efiecLed  in 


Medical  Evidence.  .  121 

the  same  manner  as  that  of  ihe  internal  rectus  in  the  preceding  cases,  ex- 
cept that  the  incision  of  tlie  conjimcliva  was  made  a  little  farther  from  the 
cornea,  in  order  to  brin^f  the  cicatrix  under  the  lids.  The  tendon  was  di- 
vided near  its  insertion,  and  just  beneath  the  incision  of  the  conjunctiva, 
because,  althouifh  the  obliquity  was  considerable,  the  muscle  being  an- 
tagonized always  by  the  rectus  internus,  and  occasionally  by  the  two  oblique 
muscles.  I  was  desirous  of  leaving  as  extensive  adhesions  of  cellular 
tissue  as  possible  between  the  muscle  and  the  globe.  The  pupil  in- 
stantly regained  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  he  had  double  vision.  On 
turning  the  eye  outward,  which  he  has  still  the  power  of  doing  about  as 
far  as  natural,  the  upward  inclination  is  not  observed.  The  sound  eye  was 
not  bandaged  during  the  operation,  as  the  left  eye  was  inverted  more  com- 
pletely when  it  followed  the  eversion  of  the  right,  than  when  it  was  left  to 
act  independently  of  it.  Both  eyes  to  be  closed,  and  the  left  wet  with 
iced  water. 

7ih.  Both  eyes  perfectly  straight,  and  moving  harmoniously  in  every 
direction.  Apply  cold  lotions  occasionally,  and  at  other  times  keep  the 
right  eye  covered,  and  use  the  left  independently  of  it. 

i6ih.  For  a  week  past  he  has  been  out,  and  has  had  both  eyes  open 
as  usual.  They  continue  to  be  perfectly  straight.  He  is  conscious  of 
an  improvement  of  his  general  vision,  though  he  perceives  none  in  this 
eye  alone. 


Among  the  cases  reported  in  the  Journal  for  Dec.  ^d,  1840,  no  dispo- 
sition to  relapse  has  been  exhibited,  but,  on  the  contrary,  two  cases  which 
I  then  regarded  as  hut  partially  relieved,  have  subsequently  improved  very 
much.  In  one  of  these  cases.  Miss  H.,  boih  eyes  are  now  perfectly 
straight ;  and  in  the  other.  Miss  C,  the  eye  operated  on  is  much  less  in- 
verted than  the  other,  and  1  now  propose  to  divide  the  internal  rectus  of 
tlie  right  instead  of  repeating  the  division  of  the  internal  rectus  of  the 
left,  in  the  confident  expectation  of  thus  relieving  die  remaining  ob'iquity 
of  both,  in  the  case  of  Mi's.  I.  there  was  at  one  time  a  very  slight 
eversion,  whicli  has  been  adjusted  by  snipping  off  a  small  fold  of  conjunc- 
tiva from  the  inner  canthus. 

Of  41  cases  upon  which  I  have  now  operated,  16  were  males  and  25 
females;  40  cases  were  convergent,  and  I  divergent;  11  cases  were 
double,  that  is,  requiring  an  operation  on  both  eyes,  and  30  single.  Omit- 
ting three  cases  in  which  the  strabismus  is  double,  and  but  one  eye  has  as 
yet  been  operated  on,  the  squint  is  removed  in  every  case,  or  so  essen- 
tially improved  that  it  is  observable  only  in  certain  positions  of  the  eyes. 

Boston,  March '23 J,  1341.         '  J.  H.  D. 


MEDICAL   EVIDENCE. 

[Some  severe  observations  by  the  editor  of  the  Law  Reporter,  upon  the 
character  of  the  medical  evidence  rendered  at  the  trial  ot  Hannah  Kin- 
ney, part  of  which  were  copied  into  this  Journal  of  the  17ih,  were  an- 
swered with  peculiar  force,  by  a  physician  of  this  city,  in  the  Atlas  of 


122  Medical  Evidence. 

last  week.  The  article  is  transferred  to  our  pages  below,  entire,  from  a 
persuasion  that  the  manner  in  which  the  writer  has  vindicated  the  pro- 
fession, would  be  acceptable  to  our  readers.] 

The  Law  Reporter  and  Mrs.  Kinney. — A  friend  has  just  handed  us 
a  number  of  the  Law  Reporter  for  March,  which  contains,  among  other 
things,  a  review  of  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Kinney.  A  considerable 
part  of  this  review  is  taken  up  by  a  general  denunciation  of  medical  tes- 
timony, and  of  that  of  the  medical  witnesses  at  this  trial  in  particular. 
What  object  the  writer  of  this  article  may  have  in  view,  it  is  difficult  to 
say,  but  it  is  quite  easy  to  show  that  a  greater  part  of  his  criticisms  are 
illogical,  unjust  or  untrue. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  stated  as  a  fault  that  there  is  "  a  difference  be- 
tween these  witnesses  of  several  square  inches,  in  the  size  of  an  ecchy- 
mosis  in  the  human  stomach,"  &£c.  Now  we  deny  that  there  was  the 
slightest  contradiction  or  incompatibility  in  the  evidence  of  these  witnesses. 
One  of  them  states  that  an  ecchymosis  was  found  an  inch  or  more  in 
diameter,  and  another  that  it  was  three  inches  in  diameter.  If  the  last  of 
these  statements  is  true,  the  first  is  true  also.  In  like  manner,  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  spots,  one  witness  asserts  that  there  were  three  of  them  ; 
and  no  witness  asserts  that  there  were  more  or  less  than  three.  And 
moreover,  as  it  is  the  existence  of  these  spots,  and  not  their  particular  size 
or  number,  which  is  relevant  to  the  case,  the  legal  writer  who  compares 
the  importance  of  the  latter  to  that  of  "  an  inch  in  a  man's  nose,"  cannot 
be  accused  of  having  extended  his  discernment  much  beyond  his  own  or- 
gan of  the  same  name. 

In  the  next  place  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  is  accused  of  having 
stated  one  thing  at  the  trial,  and  another  "  in  a  late  number  of  the  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal."  Now  it  happens  that  the  witness  alluded  to, 
never  said  or  wrote  a  syllable  about  Mrs.  Kinney  or  her  trial,  in  any  jour- 
nal or  printed  publication  whatever.  We  trust  that  the  reviewer  who 
dwells  so  much  upon  the  importance  of  precision  in  medical  witnesses, 
will  take  steps  to  render  his  own  testimony  more  precise  when  he  handles 
the  reputation  of  others. 

Again,  much  fault  is  found  with  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  for  cer- 
tain discrepancies  of  testimony  relating  to  persons  and  dates,  connected 
with  the  case.  But  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  these  subjects  are 
wholly  extra-professional,  and  as  liable  to  be  mistaken  by  one  class  of 
persons  as  another.  Human  memory  is  often  fallible,  in  the  recalling  of 
remote  events,  which  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence  may  have  seemed  of 
slight  importance  ;  and  in  the  present  case,  the  only  errors  of  consequence 
were  corrected  by  the  witness  himself  during  the  trial. 

The  comparative  accuracy  of  niedical  and  legal  statements,  is  not  al- 
ways illustrated  in  a  manner  very  happy  for  the  author's  purpose.  He 
says :  "  Upon  examination  the  appearances  were  such  as  to  indicate 
clearly  that  the  death  was  caused  by  poison."  Now  the  physicians 
thought  the  appearances  did  not  indicate  things  quite  so  clearly  as  the  re- 
viewer does ;  and  therefore  they  proceeded  to  a  chemical  analysis  to  clear 
up  the  doubt. 

We  do  not  perceive  the  propriety  of  introducing,  on  this  occasion,  the 
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instance  of  conflictino;  testimony  between  certain  physicians  in  a  certain 
trial  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Any  one  who  should  set  himself  to  look 
up  examples  of  discrepancy  in  clerical,  mercantile,  or  even  legal,  testi- 
mony, would  not  want  for  abundant  materials  in  the  annals  of  jurispru- 
dence throughout  the  country,  belonging,  we  apprehend,  quite  as  much 
to  one  class  or  profession  as  to  another. 

We  do  not  perceive  the  reasonableness  of  blaming  the  physicians  who 
superintended  the  analysis  for  not  sufficiently  proving  the  identity  of  the 
substance  analyzed,  with  that  taken  from  the  stomach.  Of  this  identity 
we  presume  no  person  wiio  heard  the  trial,  entertains  any  doubt.  But 
vviiether  proved  or  not,  the  physicians  were  not  to  blame.  They  were 
under  no  obligation  to  make  the  analysis.  It  was  a  troublesome,  a  thank- 
less, and,  to  most  of  them,  an  unprofitable  office.  They  had  no  motive, 
but  the  love  of  truth  and  justice,  to  actuate  them.  Having  gone  through 
the  operation  in  the  best  manner  in  which  it  was  convenient  for  them  to 
do  it,  they  stated,  under  oath,  the  result.  If  this  was  satisfactory  to  the 
Court  and  to  their  own  conscience,  they  perhaps  will  not  give  themselves 
much  regret  if  it  is  not  so  to  the  Law  Reporter. 

The  reviewer  gives  us  to  understand  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legal 
profession,  medical  witnesses  are  apt  to  be  discursive,  and  "  at  times  ex- 
cessively prosy."  If  this  be  the  fact,  it  probably  arises,  in  part,  from  the 
mode  in  which  judicial  examinations  are  often  conducted.  It  is  the  duty 
of  a  witness  on  the  stand  to  state  the  tmth.  It  is  the  business  of  legal 
counsel  to  distort  and  suppress  the  truth,  except  so  far  as  it  suits  their  own 
purpose.  Hence  the  interrogatories  of  the  bar  are  often  partial,  abrupt 
and  annoying.  Moreover,  they  are  generally  made  by  persons  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  science  about  which  they  inquire,  and  are  there- 
fore conducted  in  a  manner  which  does  not  admit  of  the  most  brief  or 
conclusive  replies ;  and  which  thus  engenders  the  ver}'-  prolixity  com- 
plained of. 

A  word  more  in  conclusion.  The  class  of  witnesses  under  review  have 
a  right  to  complain  of  the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which  their  testimony 
is  often  reported  and  given  to  the  public  by  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion. They  are  now  and  then  surprised  at  finding  themselves  announced 
as  having  asserted,  on  oath,  absurd  and  extraordinary  things,  of  which 
they  never  dreamt,  and  wholly  at  variance  with  other  things  not  mention- 
ed, which  constituted  their  real  deposition.  Of  this,  some  truly  remarka- 
ble examples  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  trial  under  consideration. 
The  medical  profession  should  be  willing  to  bear  the  weight  of  their  own 
sins,  but  must  be  allowed  to  complain  if  they  are  burdened  with  an  addi- 
tional imposition  from  their  brethren  of  another  profession.  O. 


ACEPHALOUS    FCETUS-IMPERFECT  SPINAL  COLUMW. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoxirnaL 

Sir, — In  the  last  Journal  an  account  is  given  of  an  acephalous  child,  pro- 
duced, as  the  writer  of  that  article  appears  to  infer,  from  its  mother's  feel- 
ings.    I  send  you  the  following  case,  which  you  may  insert  in  the  Jour- 
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nal,  or  throw  under  your  table,  as  in  your  opinion  will  best  suit  your 
numerous  readers.  A.  J.  E. 

Pelham,  March  12,  1841. 

June  20th,  1840,  was  called  to  attend  upon   Mrs. ,  aged   35 

years,  in  labor  with  her  first  child.  She  had  been  in  labor,  her  attendants 
said,  near  twenty  hours.  On  examination,  found  the  os  uteri  neither  di- 
lated nor  dilatable.  As  this  was  six  weeks  before  her  expected  time,  I 
ventured  to  assure  her  that  she  would  not  be  confined  for  several  days, 
and  took  my  leave.  She  continued  to  keep  about  the  house  most  of  the 
time,  having  occasionally  a  light  pain,  until  the  eveningof  the  28di,  when 
her  waters  broke,  discharging  a  large  quantity  ;  as  declared  by  herself  and 
her  nurse,  "  a  vessel  which  would  hold  but  little  less  than  seven  quarts 
was  filled  fall."  For  thirty-six  hours  she  remained  entirely  free  from  pain. 
30th,  in  the  morning,  was  again  summoned  in  haste,  arid  found  her  in  ac- 
tual labor.  In  one  hour  she  was  delivered  of  a  child,  a  female,  stillborn, 
and  malformed.  It  had  no  neck,  and  the  upper  half  of  its  spine  was 
wanting;  its  head  was  placed  directly  upon  its  shoulders,  with  its  face 
looking  up  in  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees;  no  occiput;  a 
fleshy  substance  grew  from  its  brain  ;  upper  half  of  its  back  projecting 
a  full  inch  beyond  the  surrounding  parts,  from  one  half  to  an  inch  in 
width,  and  extending  from  the  middle  of  its  back  to  the  anterior  fontanelle. 
Its  upper  and  lower  extremities  and  body,  in  all  respects,  except  as  stated 
above,  were  well  formed.     Weighed  six  and  a  half  pounds. 

As  soon  as  she  was  delivered  I  wrapped  the  child  in  a  cloth  and  placed 
it  in  an  adjoining  room.  Its  deformities  were  not  known  to  its  mother  or 
her  attendants  for  several  hours.  She  was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary size,  presenting  strong  muscular  development ;  in  her  deportment 
she  was  kind  and  affable;  a  believer,  she  said,  in  anything  but  the  super- 
stitious. I  questioned  her  in  every  possible  way  as  to  the  deformity  of 
her  child.  She  declared  that  "  she  had  never  seen,  heard,  read  or  thought 
of  anything  that,  through  her  feelings  or  imagination,  could  produce  a 
deformed  child ;  that  for  herself  she  could  not  comprehend  how  an  im- 
pression made  upon  the  mind  of  the  mother  could  determine  the  form  of 
her  offspring;"  and  has  seriously  concluded,  that  "if  such  is  the  fact,  she 
will  try  to  determine  the  cause  next  lime." 


BRONCHIAL    POLYPUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  will  describe  to  you  a  case  I  have  in  my  care,  and  send  a 
quantity  of  what  has  been  expectorated  from  the  lungs,  wishing  you  to 
examine  it  and  show  it  to  some  of  the  profession  for  examination,  and 
communicate  your  and  their  opinions  as  to  what  it  is,  and  from  what  par- 
ticular tissue  of  organ  such  a  substance  could  be  formed,  for  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  it  as  I  should  like  to,  and  so  with  several  physicians  in  this 
plar-e. 

M.  Eaton,  aet.  18,  full  muscles,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  happy  dispo- 
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sition,  was  attacked  with  cough  in  the  month  of  Sept.  last,  witliout  pain, 
expectoration  or  feverish  symptoms,  which  increased  until  a  paroxysm 
would  last  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  I  was  called  to  visit 
her  in  the  month  of  January  last,  for  the  first  time.  She  had  a  hard,  dry 
cough  (though  able  to  keep  a  school  witli  25  or  30  scholars),  brown 
tongue,  pulse  about  80.  1  gave  her  medicines  for  about  two  or  three 
weeks,  anil  sh»'  began  to  raise,  and  in  a  month  freely.  About  ten  days 
ago  she  began  to  raise  substances  like  that  which  I  here  send  you,  and 
raised,  in  24  hours,  several  of  tliem,  and  continues  to  at  this  lime.  She 
has  some  appetite,  tongue  has  considerably  cleaned,  somewhat  emaciated, 
able  to  go  about  the  house,  expectorates  about  two  or  three  ounces  per 
day.  She  has  had  no  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  no  pains  about  the 
chest,  always  raises  when  she  coughs,  bouels  regular;  catamenial  dis- 
chage  never  been  regularly  established,  though  appearing  occasionally. 
New  Bedford,  March  10,  1341.  Levi  Folsom. 

[Note. — With  the  above  note  from  Dr.  Folsom,  we  received  a  phial 
containing  speci{nens  of  the  expectorated  matter  referred  to,  which  resem- 
ble casts  of  some  of  the  bronchial  lubes,  near  their  branchings.  Tiiey 
are  of  a  pearly  whiteness,  and  when  shown  to  our  neighbor,  Dr.  J.  B.  S. 
Jackson,  he  unhesitatingly  called  the  matter  serum.  The  phial  was  de- 
posited in  the  museum  of  the  Boston  Society  for  JNIedical  Improvement, 
where  it  may  be  examined  by  those  curious  in  such  matters.  Dr.  Good 
refers  to  authorities  under  the  head  of  bronchlcmitis,  for  analogous  ap- 
pearances. An  article,  also,  with  cases  in  detail,  under  the  title  of  bron- 
chial 'polypus,  by  Dr.  J.  North,  may  be  consulted  in  the  London  Medical 
Gazette  for  May,  1838,  with  two  drawings.  These  curious  branching 
limbs  of  compact  serum,  resembling  in  their  external  character  a  tremu- 
lous jelly,  are  figured  in  Baillie's  Morbid  Anatomy. — Ed.] 


SYRUP  OF  SARSAPARILLA— DR.  CORBETTS  PREPARATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  reading  Dr.  Tenney's  remarks  on  the  Compound  Syrup  of  Sar- 
saparilla, as  prepared  by  Dr.  Corbett,  of  Canterbury,  1  was  led  to  inquire 
why  omit  to  give  the  recipe?  As  it  is  no  secret,  I  hope  it  may  be  given 
through  your  Journal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession.  Dr.  Cirbett,  as  a 
practical  chemist  and  botanist,  stands  high  in  the  community,  and  the  pro- 
fession would  be  ha[)py,no  doubt,  to  receive  any  of  his  contributions.  I 
believe  it  is  a  practice  among  the  fraternity  to  contribute,  as  public  pro- 
perty, any  discovery  which  seems  to  promise  any  improvement  to  our 
science,  by  which  suffering  humanity  may  be  alleviated. 

Woburn,  Ms.,  March  14,  1841.  John  Clough. 

[Note. — Dr.  Corbett  once  gave  us  the  particulars  of  the  process  of 
manufacturing  the  syrup,  and  the  articles  entering  into  the  composition,  in 
the  frankest  manner — but  from  the  multitude  of  things  which  occupy  the 
mind  of  an  editor,  we  cannot  recall  the  facts.     As  Dr.  Corbett  is  as 
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thoroughly  opposed  to  quackery  and  nostrums  as  any  man  living,  we 
have  no  doubt  that  he  will  gratify  Dr.  Clough,  when  he  reads  the  above 
communication. — Ed,] 


CASE   OF  POISONING   BY   LAUDANUM. 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  aiid  Surgical  Jour^ial. 

Sir, — On  the  9th  inst.  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  young 
woman  of  large  frame,  rather  tall,  sanguine  temperament,  22  years  of 
age,  who  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  before  had  swallowed  an  ounce  of 
laudanum,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  self-destruction.  She  was  in  a 
state  of  almost  perfect  insensibility,  face  livid  and  swollen,  respiration  slow 
and  stertorous,  pulse  slow,  probably  not  exceeding  45  in  a  minute,  jaws 
firmly  shut.  I  immediately  pried  her  mouth  open,  and  put  into  it  40  grs. 
of  ipecac,  and  the  same  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  half  a  gill  of  water.  I 
repeated  this  dose  at  intervals  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  five  times,  using 
200  grains  of  ipecac,  and  as  much  sulph.  of  zinc,  but  1  was  not  positive 
that  any  was  swallowed.  I  then  tickled  the  throat  with  feathers,  but 
without  effect.  I  was  then  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  her  for  about 
thirty  minutes.  On  my  return,  I  found  her  much  as  above  described.  1 
then  injected  through  an  elastic  catheter  into  the  stomach  twelve  grains  of 
tart.  ant.  dissolved  in  half  a  gill  of  water.  In  this  operation  I  succeeded 
perfectly,  the  whole  being  conveyed  to  the  stomach.  After  waiting  half 
an  hour,  and  perceiving  no  symptoms  of  an  operation,  I  threw  down  24 
grains  more  of  tart.  ant.  dissolved  in  a  gill  of  water,  and  left  her  again  for 
half  an  hour.  When  I  relumed  there  had  been  one  very  feeble  effort  made  to 
vomit,  and  about  half  a  gill  was  thrown  up.  The  pulse  were  slower  than 
before,  respiration  probably  not  exceeding  six  in  a  minute,  face  very  livid, 
no  appearance  of  any  more  vomiting.  I  then  threw  down  sixty  grains  of 
sulph.  zinc  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  water,  but  it  produced  no  sensible 
effect. 

Eight  o'clock,  three  hours  after  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  in  her  stomach 
36  grains  of  tart.  ant.  and  60  grains  of  sulph.  zinc,  which  were  injected 
in,  and  perhaps  in  addition  some  portion  of  the  200  grains  of  ipecac,  and 
200  grains  of  sulph.  zinc,  that  were  put  into  her  mouth  at  first,  and  no 
appearance  of  vomiting.  All  the  symptoms  were  increased,  and  death 
seemed  to  be  near.  Under  these  circumstances,  seeing  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  making  her  vomit  by  any  ordinary  means,  I  was  resolved  to  make 
an  experiment.  I  injected  a  pint  of  vinegar  into  the  stomach,  and  imme- 
diately after  it  a  large  teaspoon  four  times  heaped  full  of  sal  a^ratus,  dis- 
solved in  half  a  pint  of  warm  water.  The  effect  was  instantaneous.  It 
broke  forth  foaming  from  the  mouth  in  a  stream  of  the  full  size  of  that 
orifice,  with  such  force  as  to  be  projected  a  yard  or  more.  The  quantity 
thrown  up  I  judged  to  be  at  least  a  quart,  in  a  state  of  complete  efferves- 
cence. In  aijout  fifteen  minutes,  as  there  was  no  further  vomiting,  1  re- 
peated the  operation,  using  but  half  the  quantity  of  vinegar,  with  the  same 
quantity  of  sal  aratus  and  water,  with  the  same  immediate  effect.  I  then 
left  her  for  the  night,  with  directions  to  give  her  freely  strong  green  tea  if 
she  should  recover  sufficiently  to  drink  it. 
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Next  morning  I  found  her  very  niucli  prostrated  ;  had  vomited  several 
times  during  the  night,  hut  was  perfectly  rational.  1  have  visited  her 
three  times  since,  and  she  is  now,  at  the  time  of  writing  this,  so  far  re- 
covered as  to  require  no  further  medical  attendance. 

Boston,  March  14,  1841.  Ephraim  Buck. 


LECTURE  OF   M.   CHOMEL   AT   HOTEL   DIEU. 

[Translated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  rule  which  has  always  guided  me  in  my  practice,  and  in  the  course 
of  instruction  which  I  have  pursued  for  many  years,  is  to  establish  as  ac- 
curately as  possible  the  phenomena  which  are  present  in  the  patients,  and 
carefully  to  draw  the  inferences  from  these  facts ;  and  I  now  experience 
the  necessity  of  applying  this  rule  to  the  great  divisions  of  pathology. 

What  is  disease?  The  rule  which  I  have  adopted  obliges  us,  instead 
of  giving  a  definition  of  it  properly  speaking,  to  give  an  abridged  descrip- 
tion of  the  phenomena  which  constitute  it.  For  example,  do  we  know 
the  nature  of  cancer?  Assuredly  not ;  we  must  be  content,  then,  with 
stating  its  principal  morbid  phenomena. 

It  is  the  same  with  the  causes  of  disease ;  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
arrive  at  an  exact  knowledge  of  these  causes.  The  physician  should  give 
particular  attention  to  their  occurrence — thus,  in  regard  to  cold,  he  should 
question  the  patient  carefully,  to  ascertain  if  he  is  habitually  exposed  to  it, 
or  if  its  influence  has  been  only  accidental  and  temporary.  He  should 
guard  against  giving  entire  credence  to  the  reports  of  the  patients ;  he 
should  take  into  consideration  their  intelligence.  It  is  for  the  want  of 
these  precautions  that  there  exists  among  physicians  such  a  diversity  of 
opinion  relative  to  the  effects  of  cold,  and  upon  many  other  morbid  agents. 

As  to  the  occasional  causes,  they  may  have  a  different  influence,  ac- 
cording to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  individuals  who  are  subject  to  them. 
Thus,  to  take  another  example  from  cold,  of  a  thousand  persons  who  are 
exposed  to  the  cold,  ten  will  be  attacked  with  disease ;  whence  we  must 
admit  the  existence  of  certain  individual  predispositions. 

In  regard  to  the  symptoms,  nothing  appears  more  easy,  at  first  sight,  than 
to  define  them ;  but  a  httle  experience  is  sufficient  to  undeceive  us  in  this 
respect.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  establish  that  which  is  present,  and  that 
only ;  it  is  especially  necessary  to  study  the  normal  condition  of  our  pa- 
tients, and  I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  physicians  to  guard  against 
those  uncertain  sensations,  which  far  from  establishing  their  diagnosis  upon 
a  sure  basis,  have  too  often  the  opposite  effect.  Thus,  auscultation,  per- 
cussion, the  touch,  often  become  the  source  of  fatal  errors,  when  one  pre- 
tends to  carry  to  an  extreme  these  modes  of  investigation  ;  we  must  con- 
fine ourselves  to  the  perceptible  phenomena.  I  do  not  pretend  that  there 
are  not  some  persons  who  have  acquired  by  long  habit,  and  by  superior 
skill,  the  faculty  of  perceiving  sounds  which  others  perceive  not ;  but  fre- 
quently, also,  the  imagination  deceives  one,  and  that  which  was  announced 
the  day  before  is  not  heard  the  next  day.      *      *      *      *     *      *     # 

In  the  researches  upon  the  value  and  efficacy  of  therapeutic  agents,  ex- 
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act  observations  are  very  necessary.  This  leads  me  to  point  out  to  you 
the  difficulties  which  attend  the  experimenting  upon  diseases.  Nothing  is 
more  simple  in  appearance;  but  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  single  person 
who  exercises  the  art  of  healing,  who  has  not  drawn  false  inferences 
from  it.  Open  the  works  upon  therapeutics,  and  you  will  find  there  some 
hundred  remedies  represented  as  specifics ;  at  present  there  is  not  a  single 
one.  To  make  known  the  primitive  effects  of  medicines  seems  an  easy 
matter,  yet  we  are  constantly  deceived  in  regard  to  it.  Take  the  sub- 
stances called  diuretic,  the  special  action  of  which  has  been  so  much  ex- 
tolled :  in  dropsies  which  are  generally  symptomatic  of  organic  lesions,  is 
it  not  true  that  often,  even  almost  always,  we  do  not  find  a  single  sub- 
stance which  can  increase  the  urinary  secretion. 

The  greatest  difficulty,  when  one  wishes  to  ascertain  the  action  of  medi- 
cines, is  to  make  allowance  for  the  changes  which  are  about  to  occur:  in- 
deed, it  is  impossible  to  be  certain  in  every  case  what  would  occur  if  no 
remedy  were  employed.  Before  making  the  trial,  we  should  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  pathological  phenomena.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  be 
able  to  diagnose  a  disease  in  order  that  we  may  know  what  will  take 
place. 

Let  us  examine  briefly  the  rules  which  ought  to  guide  the  observer: — 
1st.  His  senses  should  be  in  a  perfect  condition,  2d.  His  mind  should  be 
attentive,  composed,  and  exempt  from  every  prejudice.  3d.  He  should  be 
acquainted  with  the  remedy  about  to  be  eu)ployed,  the  patient,  and  the 
disease. 

It  is  necessary  to  know  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  the 
medicines,  and  the  doses  in  which  they  may  be  administered.  In  regard 
to  this  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving,  in  my  lectures,  cases  in  which 
energetic  medicines  have  been  administered  in  very  large  doses,  and  I 
have  related  what  happened  to  me  whilst  1  was  making  trial  of  strych- 
nine at  the  hospital  of  La  Charite,  several  years  since. 

M.  Pelletier  sent  me  six  pills  of  this  vegetable  alkali,  each  containing 
one  quarter  of  a  grain  of  strychnine;  I  gave  them,  one  at  a  dose,  to  a 
patient  who  had  already  taken  considerable  quantities  of  the  alcoholic  ex- 
tract of  nux  vomica.  I  increased  the  dose  progressively  to  a  grain,  with- 
out producing  upon  the  patient  any  mnrked  effect.  Having  used  the  six 
pills,  I  asked  for  others,  and  he  sent  me  two  of  them  containing  one  grain 
each ;  I  gave  both  of  them  to  the  patient ;  he  was  immediately  seized  with 
tetanic  convulsions  of  the  limbs  and  of  the  diaphragm.  These  alarniing 
symptoms  fortunately  yielded  to  the  use  of  laudanum  in  large  doses,  and 
tile  patient  recovered. 

1  hiive  told  you  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  acquainted  with  the  patient. 
His  mf)r<dity,  his  intellii^ence  anfl  his  idiosyncrasies  should  all  be  taken 
into  view.  How  many  persons  there  are  who  feign  diseases  from  different 
motives ;  and  how  many  physicians  have  been  influenced  by  these  decep- 
tions? It  is  very  probable  that  the  physicians  who  have  reported  cases 
of  extraordinary  cm-es  etFected  by  magnetism  and  other  analogous  means, 
have  been  imjiosed  upon  by  fraud  and  fdsehood. 

I  need  not  insist  upon  the  acquaintance  which  we  ought  to  have  with 
the  disease.     It  should  be  known  not  only  in  what  it  actually  is,  but  in 
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what  is  likely  to  supervene.     It  is  only  in  this  manner  that  we  can  form 
an  exact  diagnosis. 

There  aresiill  other  precepts  for  the  trial  of  medicines.  Thus,  we  should 
ascertain  if  the  medicine  has  been  actually  taken.  It  often  happens  that 
the  physician  thinks  that  the  remedy  has  done  wonderfully  because  he 
sees  the  condition  of  the  patient  improving.  There  are  patients  who 
change  the  interval  and  the  doses  of  the  medicines  ;  there  are  others  who 
conceal  those  which  the  physician  directs,  and  take  different  ones.  It  is 
not  rare  to  tiud,  in  the  mattresses  of  tlie  hospitals,  quantities  of  pills  which 
have  been  concealed  by  the  patients. 

Change  of  place  may  influence  decidedly  the  condition  of  many  affec- 
tions. Thus,  a  patient  who  enters  the  hospital  with  an  affection  of  the 
heart  and  presents  all  its  characteristics,  as  dyspnoea,  oedema,  paljfitation, 
is  often  relieved  of  the  swelling  by  repose -alone.  If  digitalis  or  diuretics 
were  given  to  this  man,  one  miulit  be  led  into  error  by  supposing  that 
the  amendment  was  owing  to  the  employment  of  these  remedies. 

The  variations  of  the  atmosphere  exercise  a  remarkable  influence  upon 
the  effect  of  medicines.  If  you  try  remedies  for  the  perspirations  of  con- 
sumptive persons,  it  should  be  ascertained  whether  he  is  warmly  covered, 
whether  he  sleeps,  &ic. ;  we  know  that  sleep  favors  materially  the  per- 
spiration. 

Imagination  plays  an  important  part  in  the  action  of  medicines.  Phy- 
sicians have  administered  bread  pills  and  produced  salivation.  Intermit- 
tent (ever  has  yielded,  sometimes,  to  the  influence  of  spider's  web  which 
the  patient  has  chewed,  sometimes  to  candle  snuff.  When  we  make 
trial  of  a  medicine,  then,  and  are  unacquainted  with  it,  we  should  put 
imagination  out  of  the  question  ;  on  the  contrary,  when  we  are  sure  of 
the  result,  we  shall  find  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  imagination  of  the 
patient. 
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BOSTON,     MARCH     31,     1641. 


STATE   LUNATIC   HOSPITAL   AT   WORCESTER— EIGHTH   REPORT. 

This  is  one  of  those  legislative  documents  which  belong  to  the  whole- 
people,  since  it  relates  to  an  ill  that  flesh  is  heir  to  ;  and  all,  therefore,  are 
interested  in  the  specific  information  it  communicates.  We  admire  Dr. 
Woodward's  reports,  from  the  circumstance  that  he  generalizes  like  a  com- 
prehensive philosopher,  while  he  details  the  minor  things  which  belong  to 
the  institution  without  fatiguing  the  mind  with  a  useless  farrago  of  small 
talk.  In  the  series  of  eight  reports  made  bv  him,  he  has  produced  a 
volume  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  philanthropist,  the  physician,  the 
phrenologist,  and,  indeed,  to  those  who  merely  study  economy  in  the 
management  of  great  establishments  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  unfor- 
tunate. There  is  an  orderly  arrans^ement,  too,  and  a  finish  in  them  that 
requires  no  after  touches— no  pages  of  apologies — no  postscripts.     But 
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having  from  season  to  season  expressed  ourselves  with  unrestrained  free- 
dom in  regard  to  the  doctor's  reports,  we  shall  not  repeat  the  views  of  past 
years  nor  weary  the  reader  with  comments. 

Most  unfortunately,  in  this  eighth  report,  the  printer  has  made  our 
friend  appear  to  woful  disadvantage  in  two  instances.  Under  the  article 
discipli?ie,  reference  is  made  to  conjinmg  chains  !  things  never  seen  in 
Worcester.  But  it  is  too  late,  we  fear,  to  overtake  an  error,  now  travel- 
lino-  over  the  globe  by  all  ^the  last  steamers  and  packets.  Chairs  was  the 
word.  Those  accustomed  to  the  representations  of  mild  measures,  founded 
on  the  law  of  kindness,  as  repeatedly  referred  to  in  Dr.  Woodward's  former 
communications  to  the  General  Court,  would  be  led  to  suppose,  without 
this  essential  correction,  that  he  had  become  the  keeper  of  State  criminals, 
whose  safety  depended  on  bolts  and  iron  chains. 

Several  reports  from  similar  hospitals  have  recently  been  received,  which 
prevents  our  dwelling  more  at  large,  at  this  time,  on  the  Worcester  insti- 
tution. As  circumstances  permit,  extracts  will  be  made  to  show  how  it 
deserves  to  be  sustained  by  a  liberal  policy,  becoming  the  advanced  condi- 
tion of  society,  and  the  resources  of  Massachusetts, 


Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum.— Through  the  politeness  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Miller,  of 
Mansfield,  we  have  been  favored  with  the  second  annual  report  of  this 
well-managed  and  successful  retreat  for  the  insane,  by  Dr.  Awl,  the  de- 
voted superintendent.  The  total  expenses  the  past  year,  were  $16,551  87 
— and  as  the  proportion  of  paupers,  says  the  superintendent,  "  is  yearly  in- 
creasing, and  therefore  the  amount  received  from  pay  patients  cannot  be 
estimated,  we  think  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  will  be  needed  for  the 
coming  year."  Whole  number  of  patients  admitted,  to  Nov.  15,  1840, 
258;  males,  140;  females,  118.  Old  cases,  170;  recent,  83.  Paupers, 
201;  pay  patients,  57.  Condition — single,  135;  married,  100;  widows, 
17  ;  widowers,  6.  Whole  number  who  have  recovered,  80  ;  improved, 
3  ;  'incurable,  13  ;  idiotic,  2  ;  died,  22.  That  part  of  the  report  under  the 
title  of  conclusion,  has  some  admirable  observations  which  should  be  com- 
mitted to  memory  by  those  having  insane  friends.  One  subject  spoken  of, 
"  is  in  reference  to  the  practice  of  making  false  promises  or  using  deception 
of  any  kind,  in  order  to  induce  insane  persons  to  leave  home  and  come  to 
the  asylum.  This  has  a  tendency  to  excite  suspicion  and  prejudice  against 
the  officers  and  attendants  of  the  institution,  to  a  degree  that  may  lessen 
their  influence  and  perhaps  entirely  destroy  the  effects  of  a  whole  course 
of  treatment."  

A  Guide  to  Self-knowledge,  as  manifested  through  the  Brain. — Such  is 
the  title  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Pons,  a  manipulating  phrenologist, 
who  discovers  a  hearty  devotedness  to  the  study  of  the  mind,  as  manifest- 
ed by  the  brain.  A  new  phrenological  chart,  by  Mr.  F.  Coombs,  has  been 
politely  sent  to  this  office,  which  bears  a  striking  resemblance,  as  it  re- 
gards divisions  and  subdivisions  of  the  subject,  to  Mr.  Pons's  "seven  de- 
grees of  development."  The  collection  of  crania  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Coombs,  who  is  located  in  Washington  street,  must  necessarily  become 
extremely  valuable,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase. 

Dentologia. — Through  the  pages  of  the  American  Journal  of  Dental 
Science,  a  periodical  that  is  constantly  improving  under  the  judicious  con- 
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trol  of  several  prominent  members  of  a  necessary  but  too  long  under- 
valued profession,  we  have,  lillle  by  little,  arrived  at  the  end  of  a  singular 
poem  "  On  the  Diseases  of  the  Teeth,  and  their  proper  remedies,  by  Soly- 
man  Brown,  A.M.,  with  notes,  practical,  historical,  illustrative  and  ex- 
planatory.'' A  genius,  only,  would  have  conceived  the  idea  of  such  a 
work,  and  surely  the  execution  required  no  ordinary  literary  powers. 
Having  no  poetry  in  our  composition,  it  would  be  a  downright  committal 
to  criticize  the  machinery  of  this  unique  production,  in  that  particular  as- 
pect. There  are  some  lofty  flights  of  the  imagination,  a  boldness  of  ex- 
pression, and  here  and  there  a  spot  of  a  delightful  something  that  strikes 
even  a  prose-making,  matter-of-fact  man  as  being  inexplicably  agreeable. 
We  hardly  know  which  had  the  most  difficult  undertaking.  Dr.  Mack  to 
write  anatomy  in  rhyme,  or  Mr.  Brown  to  make  a  finished  canto  out  of  dis- 
eased human  teeth.  With  the  notes,  however,  we  feel  more  decidedly  at 
home  since  they  are  tangible.  After  a  second  perusal,  light  began  to  break 
forth,  and  now  it  would  be  uncandid  to  pretend  that  the  author  has  no 
claims  upon  scientific  readers.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  the 
manner  of  treating  it,  that  to  be  appreciated,  his  numerical  illustrations 
must  be  studied  with  care.  Mr.  Brown  shows  himself  to  be  extensively 
read  in  the  best  class  of  medical  works,  both  ancient  and  modern  ;  and 
that  is  not  all — it  would  require  some  hocus  pocus,  even  in  Boston,  a  city 
of  libraries,  to  find  several  old  books  with  which  he  appears  quite  familiar. 
AsSalmagunda  said  of  Mr.  Fessenden's  Terrible  Tractoration,  this  should 
be  called  Notes,  with  a  Poem,  instead  of  a  Poem,  with  Notes.  Medical 
gentlemen,  of  all  others,  would  derive  satisfaction  from  these  ample  notes 
— the  result  of  a  labored  research  ;  and  we  therefore  enjoin  upon  such  as 
have  the  leisure,  to  at  least  refresh  their  memories  by  an  attentive  perusal 
of  the  Dentologia. 

Commendation  of  American  Medical  Journals. — A  note  in  Mr.  Combe's 
recently-published  tour  in  the  United  States,  is  very  complimentary  to  the 
scientific  attainments  of  the  profession  of  this  country.  He  says  that  the 
communications  in  the  American  medical  journals,  on  the  average,  are  su- 
perior to  those  found  in  the  European  journals. 

Coplayid's  Dictionary. — Dr.  Copland  has  addressed  a  note  to  his  pub- 
lishers in  relation  to  this  unfinished  work,  in  which  he  says  that  the  seventh 
part  will  be  ready  in  a  few  weeks,  and  the  whole  will  be  out  soon.  Rea- 
sons are  given  for  the  unprecedented  delay  in  its  completion. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communication  on  Homceopathy  by  D.  C,  and  Dr. 
North's  Medical  Reports  at  Saratoga,  are  on  file  for  publication.  Other  papers, 
before  acknowledged,  will  be  inserted  as  space  in  the  Journal  and  their  length 
will  permit 

Died, — Tn  Norton,  Mass.,  Dr.  Richard  F.  Sweet,  aged  40. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  27,  29.— Males,  14  ;  Females,  15.    Stillborn,  5. 
Of  consumption,  6— teething,  1— marasmus,  1— debility,  3— old  age,  1— liver  complaint,  3— croup,  3 
—dropsy  on  the  heart,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  2— scrofula,  1— infantile,  1— canker,    1— measles,  2— 
lung  fever,  1 — suicide,  1. 
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TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

SPRIN-G    COURSE     OF    LF.CTURKS    AT    THE    COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEOI^S, 

NEW    YORK. 
An  Association  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York, 
a  course  of  instruction,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  profitably  occupy  a  portion  of  their  time  duriim  llie  en- 
suing spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Crosby  street,  on  the  fol- 
owiiig  subjects  :  — 

On  the  Pathology  of  the  Chest,  Auscultation  and  Percussion,  by  J.  A.  Swett,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 

Diseases  of  the  Chest.— This  course  will  be  fully  illustrated  by  Clinical  instruction. 
On  Club-feet  and  analogous  Ueformilies,  by  Detmold,  M.L). 

On  the  diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  by  VV;.i.  C.  Robehts,  M.D. 
Oil   the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  G.  WilivEs,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  Infirmary.— 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  Pathology  of  the  Uteius  and  its  Annexes,  by  C.  R.  Oilman,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics 

and  the  diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  Operative  Surgery,   by    W.  PAiiiiER,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  College  of  Physicians   and 

Siirgecuis. 
On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  James  Quackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
On  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  College  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  continue  about  three  months.  Two 
lectures  will  be  delivered  daily — hours,  fro:ii  1  to  :i  o'clock. 

As  this  course  is  iiuilerlaken  with  the  single  aim  of  doing  something  for  the  cause  of  sound  and 
thorough  medical  education,  and  particularly  to  develope  the  great  aiivanlages  which  \ew  York,  by 
her  superior  size,  and  by  the  i  onsequeut  abundance  and  variety  of  diseases  which  are  met  with  in  her 
Hospitals,  Alms  house  ami  Dispensaries,  offers  to  the  sludent  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  the 
Association  have  determined  to  put  the  fee  for  the  Course  at  a  price  nearly  nominal— hoping  thereby 
to  place  the  instruction  oiTered,  within  the  reach  of  all  who  are  anxious  for  professional  improvemeut. 

Fee  for  all  the  Lectures,  $10. 
New  York;  Ftb.  lUCli,  1841.  M  3— 

P  ii  I V  AT  K    .^ I ! :  D I C  \  I-    I N  ST  RUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  instruction,  propose  to  receive  piipilf 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opiiortuuities  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
.study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
•bv  calling  ou  Dr.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.     Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  charae. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  Axts^st  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

A   YOUNG   PHYSICfAN, 

Having  the  best  of  recnminendations  as  to  iiualitications,  it.,  wishes  to  obtain  a  situation.  A  line 
addressed  to  A.  L.  V.,  Box  144  Post  Ollice,  Boston,  will  meet  with  prompt  atienlion.  M  17 — -St 

A BDOM I N AL    SUPPORTERS. 

Dh.  Hvynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  olfice.  Price,  with  perineal  straj),  only  S4 — without,  S3,o0.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.  No.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton  ;  A.  Harris,  Coleiirook  ;  M.Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith;  D.Crosby, 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Barllelt,  Kingston;  L.  Hartlelt,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  ii,  Co.,  Nashua.     In  V'ermoiit,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Jtdinsbury. 


LEBANON   SPRIN(iS. 

The  subscribers  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  chronic  diseases, 
vhereby  they  can  avail  the. uselves  of  the /;ott'er/"«/  aiixiliary  atlbrded  by  the  use  of  the  Lebanon, 
Spring  water,  in  the  form  of  cold,  warm,  vapor  and  shower  bath.  The  Lebanon  water,  in  purity  and 
-temperature,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  famous  Bristol  and  Buxton  waters,  and  its  remedial 
power  is  well  attested.  JOSEPH  BATES,  Lebaiion  Springs. 

Aui^ust,  1840.  A.  26.— 12t  CHILDS  <k  LEE,  Pittsfield. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
ViRL's,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  ami  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  AaWax^poHt  paid,  without  which  no  letter  w'ill  be  taken  from  the  post  ollice.  June  19 

RE  I.MPROVED   ROCKING   TRUSSES, 

MANUFACTcnED  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  mav  be  obtained  at  this  ollice.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  $4  ;  double,  .$,7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
Biciaiis  who  purchase  to  sell  again.  March  10. 

THE  IJO.STON  MIODIC.VL  AND  SlIllGICAL  JOUllNAL  is  pnlilished  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CL\PI',  .111.,  at  184  Washiiiglon  St.,  comer  of  Franklin  St.,  to  Aviiom  all  communications  must  be 
addres!ieil,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  .$3,00  a  year  in  advance,  .SSi^O  after  three 
months,  or  !!t4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $.'5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accoiupuuiud  by  payment  iu  advance  01  aatiefactory  relisi^ 
«nce.    Postage  the  aaine  as  lor  a  newspaper. 
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REMARKS   ON   SCARLATINA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January,  I 
attended  about  tifty  cases  of  scarlatina — upon  which  disease,  together 
with  its  treatment,  I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks,  which  if  you  think 
are  of  sufficient  importance  you  may  insert  in  your  valuable  Journal. 

Cause. — The  question  is  frequently  asked  in  the  profession,  and  more 
frequently  out  of  it,  is  scarlet  fever  contagious  ? — and  many  observations 
have  been  made,  and  facts  recorded,  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  disease. 
Still  the  question  is  not  settled ;  nor  will  it  be,  I  apprehend,  till  the  laws 
of  contagion  are  better  understood  than  at  present.  There  seems  to  be 
evidence  both  for  and  against  its  contagious  nature.  Soon  after  its  ap- 
pearance in  this  place,  a  little  girl,  living  in  a  family  in  which  it  had  pre- 
vailed, was  quite  ill  for  a  few  days  with  fever  and  sore  throat  (being  out 
of  the  place,  for  a  few  days,  she  was  not  seen  by  a  physician  at  the  time). 
She  soon  recovered,  and  went  to  her  father's  residence,  a  distance  of 
about  four  miles.  Soon  after  the  family  were  taken  sick,  and  all,  or  nearly 
all,  the  members  had  scarlatina — one  case  proving  fatal.  I  did  not  see 
them,  but  was  so  informed  by  a  respectable  physician  who  attended. 
These  were  the  only  cases  in  that  region  for  several  months.  On  the 
contrary,  a  child  in  another  direction,  who  lived  in  a  retired  and  remote 
part  of  an  adjoining  town,  about  four  miles  distant  from  any  other  case  of 
the  disease,  who  had  not  been  from  the  house,  or  scarcely  seen  any  indi- 
vidual except  the  family  with  which  it  resided,  for  many  weeks  previous 
to  its  sickness,  had  scarlatina,  in  a  severe  form,  and  no  one  took  the  disease 
from  it.  In  several  families  in  this  place,  nearly  all  the  members  had  the 
disease,  some  in  a  severe,  others  in  a  mild,  form.  In  other  families,  two 
or  three  individuals  only  were  affected ;  and  in  many,  there  was  but  a 
single  case.  ]Many  who  were  for  a  long  time  exposed  to  the  disease, 
escaped  entirely  ;  while  others,  who  were  cautious  to  guard  against  expo- 
sure, and  were  apparently  not  exposed,  were  severely  affected.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  therefore,  that  although  there  may  be  some  principle  of  con- 
tagion, or  contagious  miasm,  which  operates  upon  the  system,  still  there 
must  be  some  predisposition  in  the  individual,  to  enable  it  to  develope 
itself. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  scarlatina,  much  difference  of  opinion  has 
prevailed,  from  the  earliest  history  of  the  disease  to  the  present  time. 
The  ditierence,  perhaps,  may  in  part  be  accounted  for,  from  the  fact  that 
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in  different  epidemics,  and  in  different  regions,  the  disease  has  assumed  a 
different  type ;  and  also   from  the  great  difference  in  cases  of  the  same 
epidemic  ;  for  there  is  probably  no  disease  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
that  is  so  variable  in   its  character  and  symptoms,  and  consequendy  re- 
quires so  varied  a   plan  of  treatment.     The  mildest  form  of  s.  simplex 
will  terminate  favorably  with  almost  any  treatment ;  while  the  most  se- 
vere form  of  s.  maligna  will  sometimes  prove  fatal  with  the  most  prompt 
and  judicious  management.     Probably  one  great  cause  of  a  want  of  suc- 
cess in  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  of  scarlatina,  whether  of  the  angi- 
nosa  or  maligna,  whether  entonic  or  atonic,  is  the   want  of  early  and 
prompt  medication.     This  freq\iently  happens    from  delay  in  calling  a 
physician  at  first,  the  friends  not  being  aware  of  the  violence  of  the  disease. 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  number  of  cases  above   mentioned,  were  rather  a 
mild  form  of  simple  scarlet   fever,  and  required  little  medicine ;  one  or 
two  mild  cathartics,  with  diluent  drinks  for  a  few  days,  were  sufficient  in 
most  cases  of  this  kind.     In  some  cases  the  throat  was  the  part  principally 
affected,  being  red  and   somewhat  swollen,  with  some  nausea  and  coat 
upon  the  tongue,  with  little  fever  or  efflorescence.     My  chief  reliance  in 
these  cases  was  upon   emetics,  which   usually   relieved  tlie   patient  in  a 
short  time ;  often  they  would  experience  much  relief  immediately  after  their 
operation.     As  an  emetic  I  used  ipecacuanha  simply,  or  combined  with 
zinc,  antimony  or  calomel.     In  a  few  cases  the  swelling  of  the  glands 
continued  for  a  time,  but  was   usually  relieved  by  some  gently  stimulating 
liniment,  as  camph.  ammonia,  &lc.     In  ordinary  cases,  where  the  symp- 
toms indicated  a  severe  attack,  I  usually  commenced  with  an  emetic,  fol- 
lowed with  a  full  dose  of  calomel,  sometimes  combined  with  rhubarb,  or 
followed  with  senna.     The   free  operation  of  these,  usually  reheved  the 
pain  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs,  when   severe,  which  was  frequently  the 
case,  also  the  soreness  of  the  throat ;  if  not,  I  repeated  the  emetic  daily, 
for  three  or  four  days,  and  moved   the  bowels  every  day.     If  there  was 
considerable  general  fever,  with  hot  skin,  and  efflorescence  of  a   bright 
scarlet,  1  used  calomel,  one  to  two  grs.  every  four  to  six  hours,  combined 
with  ipecacuanha,  and  in  the  latter  stage  Dover's  powders.     Where  there 
was  high  febrile  excitement,  1  used  antimony  in  small  doses ;  when  more 
moderate,  nitre,  liq.  ammonia  acet.,  &cc.     If  the  heat  of  the  surface  was 
very  great,  sponging  with  spirit,  or  vinegar  and  water,  served  to  allay  the 
irritability   and  restlessness,  and  was   prodiK^tive,  I  think,  of  much  good. 
Where  the  inflammation  of  the  throat  was  severe,  and  the  throat  much 
swollen,  leeches  were  used  freely,  and  fomentations;  and  internally,  alum, 
mur.  ammonia,  in  strong  infusion  of  sage.     In  cases  of  a  lower  grade  of 
action,  inclining  to  an  ciy thematic  inflammation,  capsicum  did  well,  and 
blisters  externally.     There  was  seldom,  where  the  above  plan  was  early 
and  promptly  pursued,  severe  ulceration,  sloughing,  or  gangrene  of  fauces. 
There  were  several  cases,  mostly  in  adults,  in  which  there  was  more  dis- 
turbance  of  the  head    and    internal    congestions.     To  illustrate,  I  will 
briefly  detail  the  principal  symptoms  and  treatment  of  a  case. 

Mr.  P.,  an  intelligent  young  man,  a  member  of  Washington  College, 
was  taken  ill,  January  Gth,  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  fever,  with 
slight  swelling  of  the  throat.     Took  a  cathartic  and  diluent  drinks,  which 
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relieved  liim  somewhat.  On  the  8th,  however,  he  was  worse,  his  pulse 
95,  his  tonoue  coated,  nausea,  pain  in  the  head  severe,  throat  very  much 
swollen  and  inflamed,  slight  efflorescence  about  the  neck,  restlessness,  &;c. 
Took  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  and  antimony,  with  cathartic  of  calomel  and 
rhubarb,  iia,  10  grs.,  use  fomentations  to  the  throat,  and  capsicum  and 
alum  as  a  gargle. 

9th.  He  had  a  very  restless  night ;  delirium,  with  a  full  sensation  in  the 
head,  and  severe  pain  ;  face  and  neck  swollen  ;  countenance  dejected ;  a 
leaden  color  about  the  face,  neck  and  body  ;  rash  more  visible,  but  of  a 
pale  leaden  appearance ;  pulse  reduced  to  60,  and  somewhat  irregular ; 
difficult  respiration  ;  oppression  of  the  chest  (to  use  his  expression,  as 
though  a  weight  was  laid  upon  his  heart)  ;  cold  extremities ;  flatulency, 
Sec.  V.  s.  5  viii. ;  apply  strong  mustard  paste  to  the  epigastrium  and  feet, 
and  friction  to  the  surface  and  extremities  ;  as  cathartic  had  operated  but 
moderately,  gave  calomel  1*2  or  15  grs.,  liq.  ammonia  acet.  5  ij.  every  four 
hours.  P.  M.  The  oppression  and  fulness  of  the  chest  somewhat  relieved 
immediately  after  bleeding ;  lost  about  §  iv.  more  of  blood,  and  continue 
frictions,  with  warm  applications  to  the  extremities,  and  calomel  two  grs. 
every  four  hours,  combined  with  about  five  grs.  Dover's  powder. 

10th,  A.  ]\I.  Obtained  tolerable  rest;  had  a  thorough  movement  of 
the  bowels  ;  distress  in  the  head,  and  the  oppression  of  the  chest,  some- 
what relieved  ;  mind  more  clear;  pulse  64 ;  countenance  more  natural ; 
extremities  warmer  ;  efflorescence  more  distinct ;  throat  about  the  same. 
P.  M.  Mind  calm  ;  breathing  free  ;  head  feels  clear ;  pulse  70 ;  other 
symptoms  same.  Continue  same  treatment,  with  addition  of  12  grains 
calomel. 

11th.  Had  a  good  night's  rest;  head  clear;  breathing  free;  pulse  70. 
Cathartic  had  not  operated.  Omit  the  calomel  in  small  doses,  and  con- 
tinue other  medicine,  with  strong  infusion  of  senna  and  spices,  freely,  and 
enemas  till  movement  of  the  bowels. 

12th.  Much  better  in  every  respect,  and  improved  gradually  until  the 
18th,  when  he  was  dismissed  well.  Has,  however,  used  some  wine  and 
quinine  during  convalescence. 

In  this  case  there  was  evidendy  congestion  of  blood  in  the  brain  and 
abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera,  and  probably  in  the  liver  and  larger  blood- 
vessels. The  bowels  were  very  torpid,  requiring  large  quantities  of  ca- 
thartic medicine  to  move  them  ;  but  every  operation  of  a  cathartic  seemed 
to  afford  relief.  There  were  several  other  similar  cases,  and  a  similar 
plan  of  treatment,  except  venesection,  was  adopted;  they  were  invariably 
benefited  by  a  free  movement  of  the  bowels  with  calomel.  In  this  form 
of  the  disease  (the  congestive),  and  indeed  in  congestive  fevers  generally, 
some  difference  of  opinion,  I  am  aware,  prevails  as  to  the  best  mode  of  treat- 
ment ;  but  the  above  plan  of  calomel  and  external  applications  were  with 
me  entirely  effectual,  and  I  think  will  generally  be  found  so,  if  the  con- 
gestion takes  place  early  in  the  disease,  before  the  powers  of  life  are  ex- 
hausted, and  the  means  are  prompdy  and  efficiently  used. 

In  reporting  the  character  and  treatment  of  an  epidemic,  it  is  of  much 
importance  to  give  to  the  public  the  whole  result,  and  especially  in  this, 
where  the  immediate  causes  of  death  in   fatal  cases  are  often  very  dif- 


136  Professional  Inquiries  and  Observations. 

ferent ;  and  we  should  farther  ascertain  and  record  the  fact,  whether  in  a 
fatal  case  from  any  one  particular  cause,  either  an  affection  of  the  throat, 
brain,  bowels,  he.  those  measures  have  been  adopted  which  are  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  effectual  in  preventing  such  consequences. 

Of  the  above  fifty  cases,  five  proved  fatal ;  four  between  the  ages  of 
three  and  six  years,  and  one  infant.  These  were  in  the  early  part  of  the 
epidemic,  though  apparently  not  more  severe  than  many  cases  that  after- 
wards recovered.  In  two  of  these  cases  the  patients  were  not  seen  till 
too  late  to  receive  effectual  aid  from  medicine.  One  died  in  24  hours. 
In  this  case  the  eruption  of  scarlatina  and  varicella  appeared  nearly 
simultaneously.  Another  child  in  the  same  family  had  both  of  these 
diseases,  and  recovered ;  the  eruptions  in  both  cases  were  very  distinct  and 
strongly  marked.  They  had  been  in  a  family  where  varicella  was  pre- 
vaihng.  The  third  fatal  case  was  from  a  sudden  swelling  of  the  throat, 
so  as  entirely  to  prevent  respiration.  This  was  a  mild  case,  and  was  not 
vomited  in  the  commencement ;  but  suddenly  the  disease  seemed  to  cen- 
tre in  the  throat,  and  emetics  were  ineffectual.  The  fourth  case  was 
vomited  several  times  early,  and  the  bowels  being  easily  moved  with  laxa- 
tives, calomel  was  not  resorted  to.  The  inflammation  of  the  throat,  efflo- 
rescence and  general  fever  subsided,  but  the  bowels  became  tympanitic, 
and  failed  about  the  tenth  day.  The  fifth,  and  the  only  fatal  one  in  which 
emetics,  calomel,  and  other  above-mentioned  means,  were  all  early  and 
efficiently  used,  seemed  to  defy  all  remedies ;  leeches,  fomentations,  anti- 
mony, calomel,  and  other  efficient  means,  were  used  without  effect — I 
should  judge  too  sparingly  rather  than  too  freely,  as  the  patient  died  sud- 
denly in  the  height  of  the  fever,  with  suffocation  from  the  swelling  of 
the  throat,  with  delirium,  full  pulse,  &c.  In  many  severe  cases  of  this 
disease,  in  the  latter  stages,  anodynes  and  tonics  were  used  with  advan- 
tage ;  quinine,  wine  and  brandy,  as  the  case  required. 

From  what  I  have  seen  in  this  disease,  I  think  that  in  severe  cases  our 
first  endeavor  should  be  to  make  an  early  and  decided  impression  on  the 
system  by  emetics  and  calomel ;  afterwards  such  treatment  as  particular 
symptoms  seem  to  require.  In  some  cases  v.  s.  and  antiphlogistics  may 
be  indicated  ;  in  others  early  stimulants  may  be  necessary  ;  and  the  treat- 
ment should  be  varied  to  meet  particular  symptoms.  No  specific  plan  of 
treatment  (except  perhaps  some  general  principles)  will  apply  to  every 
case  of  this  disease  in  the  same  epidemic,  much  less  will  it  apply  in  dif- 
ferent seasons  and  different  regions  of  country  where  it  may  prevail. 

Glastenbnry,  Ct.,  March,  1841.  Daniel  Holt. 


PROFESSIONAL   INQUIRIES    AND  OBSERVATIONS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  .Journal, 
to  make  a  few  miscellaneous  inquiries  and  observations  upon  some  points 
relating  to  our  profession  ? 

1.    Tlie  Jestis  v)eed  in  the  cure  of  the  bite  of  the  Rattlesnake. — In 
Vol.  3,  Part  I.,  of  B.  S.  Barton's  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  for 
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1608,  a  most  valuable  work,  tliere  is  an  account  of  the  success  of  the 
plant  called  Jcstis  weed,  in  curing  the  disease  brought  on  by  the  bite 
of  the  rattlesnake  and  other  venomous  reptiles,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  editor  of  that  Journal,  by  Mr.  Haynesworth.  Rattlesnakes  and 
other  vemomous  reptiles  aie  still  to  be  found  in  various  parts  of  our  coun- 
try, and  particularly  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  where,  I  am  happy 
to  learn,  your  Journal  has  a  circulation.  For  twenty-five  years  I  have 
made  diligent  search  for  a  plant  bearing  the  above  name,  but,  as  yet,  1 
have  been  unsuccessful,  notwithstanding  I  have  put  the  question  to  thir- 
teen different  classes  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  and  the  Medical 
Colleges  at  Hanover,  Fairfield  and  Willoughby.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
neidier  the  Christian  name  or  residence  of  Mr.  Haynesworth  is  mentioned 
in  that  communication,  and  it  is  extremely  to  be  regretted  that  neither  the 
generic  or  specific  name  of  the  plant  is  noticed.  Many  of  our  plants  re- 
ceive local  names,  which  are  not  known  beyond  a  little  circle  or  neighbor- 
hood. The  common  or  English  names  of  plants  are  extremely  arbitrary, 
and  these  names  are  often  peculiar  to  certain  districts.  The  technical 
name  by  which  plants  are  know  by  botanists  at  a  glance  are  ridiculed  by 
the  uninformed,  and  hence  many  valuable  medicinal  plants  are  lost  to  the 
observation  of  the  scientific  inquirer.  This,  1  fear,  is  the  case  with  the 
plant  under  coirsideration.  The  inquiry  is  made  through  the  medium  of 
your  wide-spread  Journal,  in  the  hope  that  some  of  your  correspondents 
at  the  West  and  South  w  ill  give  the  desired  information — the  botanical 
name  of  the  plant,  and  where  it  is  to  be  found. 

2.  Typhoid  Fever.  Why  does  this  complaint  prevail  more  in  elevated 
regions  than  in  valleys  ?  For  several  years  past  I  have  frequently  been 
called  to  patients  residing  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Hoosac  mountain, 
and  some  of  its  spurs  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  Windham  county  in  Vermont,  he,  and  have  seen 
and  heard  of  more  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  those  elevated  regions,  than 
in  the  same  space  in  the  valley  of  Connecticut  river.  Some  of  the  most 
severe  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which  I  have  seen,  have  been  upon  moun- 
tainous elevations,  from  ten  to  twelve  hundred  feet  above  the  mouth  of 
Deerfield  river.  It  is  supposed  that  valleys  are  more  productive  of  fevers 
than  mountains,  on  account  of  the  fogs  which  setde  upon  them,  and  the 
exhalations  which  emanate  from  them.  More  than  twenty-five  years' 
practical  experience  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  in  the  valleys  of  Con- 
necticut and  Deerfield  rivers,  has  convinced  me  that  our  fogs  are  far  from 
inducing  fevers,  and  that  we  have  less  of  them  than  in  mountainous  regions. 
We  have  vastly  more  croup  (cynanche  trachealis)  in  the  valley,  than  on 
the  mountains.  Our  fogs  may,  and  probably  do,  induce  this  complaint. 
In  many  of  our  elevated  mountain  towns  it  is  scarcely  known.  Pneu- 
monic and  consumptive  complaints  are  now  more  prevalent  in  our  moun- 
tainous districts  than  formerly.  So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  consumptive 
cases  are  more  prevalent  in  the  valley  than  formerly,  and  other  pneumonic 
affections  are  rather  less  so.  I  have  noticed  that  goitrous  affections,  and 
bronchocele  in  particular,  were  more  prolific  in  some  of  the  mountain 
towns  than  in  the  valley.  What  can  be  the  cause?  In  two  excursions 
in  northern  Ohio,  I  have  noticed,  particularly  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake 
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Erie,  that  this  complaint  was  somewhat  prevalent,  especially  among  the 
emigrants  from  the  northern  parts  of  New  England.  Dysenteries  and 
bowel  complaints,  so  far  as  my  inquiries  have  extended,  are  less  common 
on  the  mountains  than  in  the  valleys.  Leucorrhoea  and  chronic  uterine 
affections,  I  think,  are  more  common  there  than  here.  One  of  my  cor- 
respondents there,  observes,  "  they  are  almost  epidemic." 

3.  How  far  do  countries  where  intermittent  fevers  prevail,  protect  the 
system  from  the  ravages  of  pulmonary  consumption  ?  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  intermittent  fevers  act  as  an  immunity  from  consumption.  We 
want  more  facts  upon  the  subject.  I  have  heard  of  a  number  of  cases 
where  death  from  this  complaint  has  been  averted  by  residing  in  a  mala- 
rious district,  and  shall  notice  a  single  instance.  An  acquaintance  of 
mine,  a  physician,  residing  at  the  north,  was  apparently  so  far  gone  in  the 
consumption  that  his  life  was  entirely  despaired  of.  Hectic  fever,  inces- 
sant cough  and  night  sweats,  were  apparently  hastening  him  to  the  grave. 
With  great  difficulty  he  was  carried  to  the  prairies  on  the  Wabash,  in  In- 
diana. He  was  there  soon  attacked  with  intermittent  fever,  from  which 
he  recovered  in  the  course  of  a  few  months.  His  consumptive  symp- 
toms soon  left  him,  and  in  the  course  of  two  years  he  so  far  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  return  to  his  former  residence.  He  again  relapsed  into  his 
consumptive  complaints.  He  returned  to  the  West  and  again  had  inter- 
mittent fever,  and  once  more  recovered  from  his  phthisis,  and  I  believe 
he  is  now  living  and  healthy.  This  occurred  more  than  twenty  years 
ago.  I  could  mention  more  than  one  similar  instance.  I  am  told  that 
consumption  does  not  prevail  in  intermittent  countries.  But  as  settle- 
ments advance,  and  clearings  dry  up  the  marshes,  intermittents  recede, 
and  consumptions  become  prevalent  as  in  the  older  countries.  I  have 
seen  some  cases  of  consumption  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  even  as 
far  west  as  Cleveland,  notwithstanding  they  have,  even  there,  some  re- 
mains of  fever  and  ague. 

4.  Persesquinitrate  of  Iron  in  the  Projluvice. — I  beg  leave  here  to 
add  my  mite  in  favor  of  the  nitrate,  or  persesquinitrate  of  iron,  in  diar- 
rhoea, and  particularly  the  diarrhoea  which  attended  the  typhoid  fever 
which  prevailed  somewhat  ^extensively  in  this  section  of  the  country  the 
latter  part  of  last  season.  As  this  medicine  is  not  in  very  general  use 
among  physicians  in  this  neighborhood,  I  will  subjoin  the  following  mode 
of  preparing  it,  from  Dunglison's  New  Remedies.  "  Take  of  small 
chips  of  iron  wire  an  ounce  and  a  half;  nitric  acid  three  ounces  by  mea- 
sure ;  water  twenty-seven  ounces ;  muriatic  acid  one  drachm.  Put  the 
iron  into  an  earthen  vessel,  and  pour  on  the  nitric  acid  previously  diluted 
with  fifteen  ounces  of  the  water.  Set  the  vessel  aside  till  the  whole  of 
the  acid  has  united  with  the  iron,  so  as  to  form  a  persesquinitrate,  then 
decant  the  liquid  from  the  portion  of  iron  which  remains  undissolved  ; 
strain  and  filter.  Add  the  muriatic  acid  with  the  remainder  of  the  water, 
or  with  as  much  of  that  li()uid  as  will  increase  the  whole  to  thirty  ounces. 
When  the  process  is  finishcnl,  which  takes  some  time,  the  liquid  has  a  red 
color,  so  dark  that  viewed  by  reflected  light  it  seems  almost  black." 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  this  medicine  in  doses  of  from  fif- 
teen  to  thirty  drops  in  water,  or  sweetened  water,  several  times  in  the 
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course  of  the  (la\',  according  to  circumstances,  in  chronic  diarrhoea,  as 
well  as  the  diarrluea  of  typhoid  fever,  and  have  never  known  it  fail  of 
arrestin<|^  the  discharge.  In  one  case  it  was  given  successfully  in  hemor- 
rhage from  the  bowels  in  tyjihoid  fever,  where  the  patient  lost  several 
pounds  of  blood.  JNly  partner,  Dr.  Abraham  S.  Haskell,  has  used  it 
largely  diluted  with  water  in  the  thrush  of  phthisis,  and  the  slough  en- 
tirely cast  oti'  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  We  are  now  using  it 
in  this  affection  and  in  the  sore  mouths  of  pregnant  and  nursing  women. 
Deerjield,  Ms.,  March  11,  1S41.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Stephen  W.  Williams. 


HOMCEOPATHIC   PRACTITIONERS. 

To  Ike  Edhur  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jouriial. 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  of  your  subscribers,  I  thank  you  for  your  just  and 
manly  notice  of  homoeopathy  in  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal.  It  is  in- 
deed time  that  the  press  spoke  out  on  this  subject,  and  that  physicians,  too, 
should  take  their  stand  and  act  independently  and  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  honor  of  the  profession.  It  is  sickening,  indeed,  to  an  honorable 
mind  to  see  the  petty  tricks  and  manoeuvres  w  hich  are  practised  at  the 
present  time  by  many,  who  are  enrolled  in  our  ranks,  and  who  pretend,  at 
least,  to  the  character  of  honest  men.  You  characterize  them  as  "timid 
and  weak-minded  ;"  they  are  more  than  this,  I  apprehend  ;  they  ai-e 
knavish  and  dishonest.  I  say  this  not  without  due  consideration.  Charity 
has  in  many  instances,  besides  your  own,  covered  a  multitude  of  their 
sins,  but  the  time  has  arrived,  when  charity  itself  must  flee  before  the 
palpable  trickery  and  charlatanry  of  homoeopathy.  In  fact,  it  exists  only 
by  falsehood  and  imposition,  and  those  who  practise  it  are  universally 
libellers  of  their  brethren,  slanderers  of  each  other,  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
profession  everywhere.  You  can  tell  one  of  these  mushrooms  as  far  as 
you  can  see  him,  from  his  bustling  air,  confident  tone,  and  boastful  lan- 
guage. He  will  hold  you  by  the  button  by  the  hour,  and  tell  over  cases 
where  the  billionth  of  a  grain  of  silex  cured  the  patient  after  having  been 
given  over  by  the  allopathic  physician,  and  where  the  same  dose  of  carbon 
arrested  a  fever,  when  the  patient  was  in  articulo  mortis. 

There  are  two  species  of  homoeopaths.  The  first  are  such  par  excel- 
lence— true  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  and  go  the  whole.  They  denounce 
allopathy  and  all  allopathic  physicians — pretend  they  never  bleed  or  use 
any  allopathic  remedies,  and  maintain  with  the  people,  the  profamm  vul- 
gus,  as  they  consider  them,  that  homoeopathy  will  furnish  a  cure  for  every 
disease.  These  are,  without  a  single  exception,  arrant  fools,  or  knaves; 
generally  the  latter,  sometimes  a  mixture  of  both,  as  far  as  such  a  combina- 
tion is  practicable.  If  the  case  grows  desperate,  they  either  bleed  or  use 
the  common  remedies ;  or  more  often  they  are  suddenly  called  to  leave 
town,  or  they  are  taken  suddenly  ill,  or  their  house  is  attacked  by  robbers, 
or  they  have  so  much  to  do  they  can't  do  justice  to  the  patient,  and  so 
request  that  another  physician  may  be  called  in.     If  they  are  very  sure 
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that  the  case  will  terminate  fatally,  they  name  some  rival,  who  may  have 
the  credit  of  killing  the  patient.  If  a  consultation  with  an  allopathic 
physician  be  requested,  and  one  can  be  found,  so  regardless  of  what  the 
honor  of  his  profession  demands,  as  to  be  willing  to  meet  the  homoeopathic 
charlatan,  due  care  is  taken  that  if  the  case  terminate  favorably,  the  whole 
credit  of  the  cure  shall  accrue  to  homcBopathy  ;  and  if  otherwise,  allopathy 
shall  inevitably  fiither  it.  To  this  end,  homoeopathic  medicine  is  clandes- 
tinely given,  while  the  ordinary  means  are  at  the  same  time  employed,  assur- 
ing the  friends  as  well  as  the  patient  that  the  case  requires  a  little  homoeo- 
pathic treatment,  and  when  the  patient  recovers,  he  is  congratulated  on  his 
good  fortune  in  having  been  treated  on  the  new  mode,  and  compliments 
his  own  sagacity  in  having  administered  the  very  article  that  ensured  his 
recovery.  When  the  patient  dies,  oh  !  allopathy  has  killed  him  ;  had  he 
continued  under  his  own  exclusive  management,  he  would  have  recovered, 
to  a  dead  certainty.  If  the  patient  dies  under  his  own  treatment  alone, 
he  then  tells  the  friends  that  he  was  called  too  late,  or  the  patient  had 
taken  mercury  at  some  previous  period,  perhaps  years  ago,  which  effec- 
tually counteracted  the  effect  of  his  own  remedies  ;  or  his  directions  had 
not  been  explicitly  followed ;  or  some  untoward  smell  or  article  of  diet, 
or  the  presence  of  company,  or  mental  excitement,  or  broken-down  con- 
stitution, or  something  or  other  had  interfered  with  the  operation  of  his 
magic  pellets,  and  death  of  course  must  have  been  the  consequence. 
If  the  patient  expresses  any  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  his  little  doses, 
the  homoeopath  assures  him  that  his  medicine  is  more  concentrated,  and 
much  more  powerful,  than  large  allopathic  doses,  owing  to  the  mode  of  its 
preparation  ;  and  we  have  knovv^n  many  cases,  where  patients,  having 
grown  worse  under  homoeopathic  treatment,  have  attributed  it  to  the  very 
active  remedies  which  they  had  taken.  One  patient  lately  complained  to 
me  that  she  had  been  poisoned  by  arsenic,  at  the  30th  dilution  ;  another 
declares  that  arnica  taken  in  the  same  strength  will  be  her  death  yet ; 
while  a  third,  a  very  intelligent  [?]  clergyman,  laboring  under  bronchitis, 
avers  his  conviction  that  the  belladonna  which  he  has  swallowed  at 
the  instigation  of  his  homoeopathic  attendant  has  poisoned  his  blood, 
brought  on  the  erysipelas,  and  deranged  his  whole  nervous  system.  Sul- 
phur, in  homoeopathic  doses,  he  refused  to  take,  for  he  had  been  told  it 
would  produce  the  itch.  I  mention  these  instances  to  show  the  dishonesty 
of  the  sect,  as  well  as  the  gullibility  of  the  public. 

The  next  class  of  homoeopathic  prescribers,  I  will  not  call  them  physi- 
cians, embraces  those  who  mainly  practise  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  pro- 
fess their  belief  in  the  principles  of  homoeopathy,  and  think  it  may  often 
be  applied  in  practice  with  great  benefit.  These  are  the  men  who  pro- 
fess to  be  willing  to  give  people  their  choice ;  if  they  wish  to  be  treated 
widi  the  little  doses,  on  the  principle  that  the  half  is  greater  than  the 
whole,  they  are  to  be  indulged  to  their  heart's  content ;  if  they  don't  be- 
lieve in  this  mode  of  practice,  why,  the  less  said  the  better — they  can  be 
doctored  secundcm  artcm.,  in  the  old  way,  just  as  well ;  "  contraria  con- 
trariis,"  is  as  true,  every  whit,  as  "  similia  similibus  "  /  Both  are  true, 
and  both  applicable,  according  to  circumstances  ;  that  is,  according  as 
the  patient  may  choose  !     These  are  the  accommodation  doctors ;  the  re- 
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sponsibilities  of  life  and  death  set  perfect!)^  easy  upon  their  consciences, 
and  can  be  easily  reduced  by  the  ru!e  ol' three  to  dollars  and  cents  !  They 
have  seen  remarkable  cures  by  homoeopathy  ;  something  not  to  be  ex- 
plained, except  by  admitting  some  specific  virtues  in  the  medicine.  They 
don't  know  how  to  get  over  the  facts,  the  facts — they  can't  he!])  believ- 
ing what  they  see  with  their  own  eyes — indeed,  they  never  did  believe  a 
word  of  homoeopathy,  till  they  went  to  experimenting  themselves ;  and 
now,  they  know  there  is  something  in  it — every  physician  is  bound  to 
study  it — it  is  a  great  im)>rovement,  a  grand  discovery  in  medicine,  and 
no  one  ought  to  reject  it  without  trial.  So  these  gentlemen  talk,  Mr.  Edi- 
tor ;  how  they  act,  you  can  readily  conceive. 

Is  it  not  marvellous  that  these  men  should  pretend  to  believe  in  tiie 
principle  of  homoeopathy  without  putting  it  to  the  test  ?  There  has  not, 
so  far  as  1  know,  been  a  single  experiment  tried  in  this  country,  to  test 
the  truth  of  the  principle,  by  verif\ing  the  alleged  facts.  Htrve  you  ever 
known  a  genuine  intermittent  produced  by  Peruvian  bark  ?  has  any 
one?  If  the  itch  is  so  easily  produced  by  sulphur,  why  not  demonstrate 
it  ?  If  carbon,  silex,  sponge,  and  cuttle-fsh  juice  will  cause  so  many 
aching,  tearing,  rending  pains  as  Hahnemann  alleges,  how  easy  would 
it  be  to  put  people  on  the  rack,  by  experimenting  with  a  few  doses  !  No  ; 
they  dare  not  put  this  matter  to  the  test ;  they  know  diat  were  the  matter 
to  be  thoroughly  tested  by  a  course  of  experiments,  not  only  the  assumed 
facts  would  be  exploded,  but  the  yrincipJe  along  with  them.  Hence, 
their  willingness  to  let  the  question  rest  on  the  authority  of  some  unknown 
or  anonymous  German.  If  sincere,  let  a  joint  con:imittee  of  allopaths 
and  homoeopaths  be  appointed,  and  let  the  person,  on  whom  the  trials  are 
made,  not  be  made  acquainted  with  the  effects  which  are  expected  to  en- 
sue, and,  my  life  on  it,  not  a  symptom,  such  as  laid  down  by  homoeopathic 
writers,  will  follow. 

It  has  become  a  question  of  some  importance,  what  course  should  we- 
pursue  towards  this  unprincipled  sect?  Of  course  no  honorable  physi- 
cian can  consult  with  them,  or  meet  them  at  all  in  a  professional  way. 
He  cannot  trust  his  own  character  and  reputation  in  their  hands,  and 
there  is  no  common  ground  on  which  they  can  meet.  There  seems  to 
me  but  one  course  to  adopt,  and  that  is  to  treat  them  as  we  would  any 
other  men  whom  we  regarded  as  dishonest  and  unprincipled.  If  we  have 
any  regard  to  our  own  characters,  we  should  neither  associate  with  them, 
nor  recognize  them  as  entitled  to  our  notice  in  any  way.  They  have 
forfeited  all  title  to  respect,  and  if  it  was  withheld  from  them  we  should 
not  see  so  many  trimming  their  sails  to  catch  the  popular  breeze,  after 
having  thrown  overboard  everything  in  the  shape  of  moral  honesty  and 
ingenuousness. 

Such,  Mr.  Editor,  is  the  course  which  some  physicians  pursue,  and  my- 
self among  the  rest,  and  my  principal  object  in  this  communication,  is  to 
commend  the  same  course  to  others.  Your  friend,         D.  C. 

March  ^Oth,  1841. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Infinitesimal  Doses. — We  hear  much  said  about  the  infinitesimal  doses 
of  homoeopathic  physicians,  but. few,  probably,  have  any  accurate  know- 
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ledge  on  this  point.  Some  calculations  have  appeared  in  foreign'journals, 
which  are  rather  approximations  to  the  truth,  than  tiie  truth  itself;  though 
doubtless  they  are  correct  enough  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  minuteness 
to  which  these  doses  are  carried.  The  mode  of  preparing  the  dilutions  is 
too  generally  known  to  need  description ;  it  will  suffice  to  remark  that  the 
fluid  preparations  are  obtained  by  mixing  one  drop  of  the  saturated  tinc- 
ture of  any  medicine  with  100  drops  of  alcohol  or  water;  one  drop  of 
this  is  taken  (the  rest  being  thrown  away)  and  added  to  100  other  drops 
of  alcohol,  and  so  on  to  the  30^A,  and  sometimes  to  the  loOO^A  dilution. 
The  same  mode  of  dilution  is  followed  when  sugar  is  employed.  The 
following  calculations  have  been  made  with  great  care,  and  it  is  believed 
will  be  found  correct ;  and  they  will  serve  as  a  standard  of  reference  in 
future,  by  which  we  shall  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  exact  potency 
of  the  doses,  by  which  cases  of  disease  are  said  to  have  been  cured. 
The  high  dilutions,  such  as  the  20th  and  30th,  are  chiefly  employed  in  this 
country,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  more  powerful  than  the  smaller  ! 
For  proof  of  this,  I  refer  to  a  late  communication  in  your  Journal.  The 
same  dilutions  are  also  chiefly  used  in  Europe,  as  may  be  seen  by  con- 
sulting the  French  and  German  homoeopathic  journals. 

Dilutions.  Cubic  feet  of  water;  weight  62.5  lbs.  to  the  foot.     (Decimals  rejected.) 

5      22  557 

10     228.571428,571,428 
15     2,235,714.285.714,285,714,285,714 
20     22,857,142,857,142.857,142,857.142.857,142,857 
25     228,57 1 ,423,57 1 ,423,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428 
30     2,285,714,235,714,285,714,285,714,285,714,285,714,235,714,285,714, 
285,714. 

Cubic  feet  of  Sugar.    Spec,  gravity  1.6.     (Decimals  rejected.) 

5  14,285 

10  142,857,142,857,142 

1 5  1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 ,428,57 1 

20  1 4,285,7 1 4,285,7 1 4,285,7 14,235,7 14,285,7 1 4 ,285 

25  142,857.142,857,142.857,142,857,142,857,142,857,142,857,142 

30  1,423,571,423,571,428,571,423,571,428,571,423,571,428,571,428,571, 
428,571 

Diameter  in  feet  and  miles  of  a  sphere  of  Sugar  lohose  solid  contents  are 
equal  to  the  quantity  in  the  preceding  calculation.     {Decimals  rejected.) 

Feet.  Miles. 

5  30 

10  64,859  12 

15  139,733,576  26,464 

20  301,046,863,839  57,016,451 
25 

30  1,397,335,762,135,022,914  264,646,924,646,784 

Cubic  miles  of  Water.    (Decimals  rejected.) 

5 

10  1,552 

15  15,528,166,354,612 

20  155,281,663,546,126,356,043,711 

25  155,281,663,546,126,356,043,711,416,427,470,7 

30  155,281,663,546,126,356,043,711,416,427,470,792,147,007,20 


do. 

jNIercury 

do. 

do. 

Venus 

do. 

do. 

]Moon 

do. 

do. 

IVIars 

do. 

do. 

Jupiter 

do. 

do. 

Saturn 

do. 
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A  few  illustrations,  by  way  of  comparison,  may  not  be  amiss. 

Miles. 

Ix)ngest  diameter  of  the  orbit  of  the  comet  of  1680   13X}00,()00,000 
Do.  of  Halley's  comet  3,4:20,000,000,000 

Distance  of  the  nearest  fixed  star  20,140,000,000,000 

Greatest  distance  of  Earth  from  the  Sun  97,1 18,538 

132,4S7,077 
164,602,034 
254,084 
241,047,462 
592,279,083 
1,006,655,236 
do.  Herschel      do.  1,918,089,022 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  20th  dilution  would  require  a  sphere  o^  sugar, 
more  than  half  the  diameter  of  the  smt's  distance  from  the  earth,  and  a 
sphere  of  water,  about  equal  in  diameter  to  the  same  distance  ;  while  the 
30th  would  require  a  sphere  of  sugar,  in  comparison  of  the  diameter  of 
which,  the  distance  of  Herschel  from  the  earth  would  form  but  an  in- 
finitely small  fraction  !  Hahnemann,  however,  recommends  that  the  di- 
lutions be  carried  in  certain  cases  as  high  as  the  1500th,  and  remarks — 
"  Experience  has  proved  that  it  is  impossible  to  attenuate  the  dose  of  a 
perfectly  homceoyathic  remedy  to  such  a  degree  that  it  will  7iot  produce  a 
decided  amelioration  in  the  disease." — (Stratten's  Tran.  of  Organon, 
p.  274.)  Again,  all  the  fresh  water  lakes  in  North  America,  including 
the  great  lakes  at  the  North,  are  estimated  to  contain  fourteen  thousand 
cubic  miles  of  water  ;  but  the  eleventh  dilution  would  require  more  than 
ten  times  this  quantity  of  fluid.  A  grain  of  antimony  dropped  into  Lake 
Superior,  would  therefore  suffice  for  centuries  to  medicate  its  waters,  so 
that  a  teaspoonful,  taken  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  would  constitute  a  much 
stronger  dose  than  the  homoeopaths  usually  administer.  It  is  demonstrable 
that  a  single  rose,  growing  on  the  surface  of  our  earth  or  even  the  planet 
Herschel,  would  be  more  likely  to  affect  each  inhabitant  on  our  globe  by 
its  aroma,  more  powerfully  than  any  homoeopathic  medicine  whatever  at 
the  20th  dilution  !  But  I  will  not  go  on  with  these  calculations.  The 
reader  can  .easily  carry  them  out  for  himself.  I  have  only  to  ask,  in  con- 
clusion, do  those  who  affect  to  believe  in  a  system  founded  on  such  ab- 
surdities, deserve  any  other  treatment  than  that  of  scorn  and  utter 
contempt  ? 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     APRIL     7,     1841. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Philadelphia  sends  us  the  following  note,  for  which 
he  will  receive  our  special  thanks.     It  will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  those 
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floating  stories,  which  have  a  tendency  to  impair  the  usefulness  o^  the 
College. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  observe  in  your  Journal  of  the  17th  ult.,  that  there  are 
various  reports  circulating  in  Boston,  at  present,  with  respect  to  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  oi  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  that  'it  would 
gratify  a  host  of  inquirers  if  some  Philadelphia  gentleman  would  have 
the  kindness  to  favor  the  public  with  a  statement  of  the  facts.'  There 
are  three  vacant  chairs  in  this  College  at  present,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Dr.  Jacob  Green  in  February,  and  by  the  resignation  of  Drs.  Revere 
and  Pattison,  who  have  accepted  appointments  in  a  new  medical  school 
in  New  York.  There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  that  '  the  death  of 
the  JefTerson  school  should  follow.'  I  am  assured  that  the  trustees  and  the 
remaining  professors  are  not  in  the  least  disheartened  by  these  vacancies, 
and  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  merits  of  those  who  recently  occupied 
the  vacant  chairs,  there  is  a  probability  that  the  school  will  in  a  short  time 
be  organized  in  a  manner  to  give  it  an  efficiency,  and  such  a  claim  upon 
the  public  confidence,  as  it  has  not  heretofore  possessed.  The  business  is 
not  yet  matured,  and,  as  I  am  not  a  party  concerned,  either  at  present  or 
in  prospect,  I  can  give  you  only  what  rumor  says — indeed  I  cannot,  for 
obvious  reasons,  give  you  this  with  particularity.  But  if  such  an  organi- 
zation takes  place  as  is  now  talked  of  as  probable,  Jefferson  College  will 
present  a  much  more  formidable  rival  to  the  University  than  she  has  ever 
had  before,  and  leave  the  Filbert-street  School  behind  cum  longo  intervallo. 
I  am  informed  that  reports  have  been  circulated  in  some  quarters,  that  Dr. 
Duno-lison  is  about  to  leave  Jefferson  College  ;  but  they  are  groundless." 


'Lecture  on  Dental  Scioice. — Perhaps  in  the  gratification  we  feel,  in 
common  with  others,  at  the  fair  prospect  of  raising  dental  surgery  to  that 
respectable  standing  which  it  might,  should  and  would  have  in  the  United 
States,  if  no  one  were  countenanced  in  practice  not  amply  qualified  for 
all  its  responsibilities,  we  may  appear  to  manifest  too  much  pleasure  in  the 
organization  of  a  great  dental  Association,  the  centre  of  which  is  in  Bal- 
timore. Those  only  who  never  patronize  dentists,  or  complain  at  paying 
their  just  demands,  will  object  to  the  notice  bestowed  upon  their  new  col- 
lege. Dr.  Harris's  introductory  at  the  opening  of  the  first  session,  is  not 
inferior  to  any  one  emanating  from  an  exclusively  medical  institution  the 
present  season.  It  is  characterized  by  plain  common  sense,  expressed  in 
no  mystifying  terms,  but  in  clear,  explicit  language,  befitting  the  place  and 
the  occasion.  We  wish  that  the  new  College  of  Dentistry  had  been  lo- 
cated in  Boston  instead  of  Baltimore,  because  it  would  have  redounded  to 
the  credit  of  our  city  to  have  taken  the  lead  in  an  enterprise  so  praise- 
worthy. 

New  York  Dispensary. — Besides  ten  visiting  physicians  to  the  New 
York  Dispensary,  there  are  four  assistant  and  six  consulting  physicians 
and  surgeons.  Things  of  this  sort  are  managed  far  better  in  that  city  than 
in  Boston — the  trustees  being  principally  medical  men,  and  therefore  ca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  claims  of  those  who  seek  medical  appointments 
in  their  gift.  Again,  the  dispensary  physicians  there  are  all  paid — an  act 
that  would  frighten  our  laborious  dispensary  doctors,  who  from  immemorial 
time  have  worked  for  nothing  and  boarded  themselves.  The  salaries  of 
the  New  York  dispensary  physicians,  last  year,  amounted   to  $1312  41. 
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The  physicians  could  not  have  been  idle,  for  they  had  for  patients  7,254 
males,  and  10,064  females — the  representatives  of  nearly  all  the  nations 
and  tongues  on  the  globe.  Some  of  the  subscribers  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  giving  very  liberally.  In  Boston,  if  we  recollect,  there  is  a  large 
sum  of  money  belonging  to  the  Dispensary,  the  interest  of  which  is  not 
paid  to  the  young  physicians  who  actually  perform  all  the  drudgery. 


University  of  the  State  of  Neio  York. — A  catalogue  of  the  medical 
department  is  published,  and  as  usual  there  appears  to  have  been  a  good 
class.  Only  19  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  lectures,  which  may 
have  been  quite  as  commendable  to  the  University  as  to  have  the  repula- 
tation  of  graduating  more  than  any  other  college  in  the  Union.  In  the 
list  of  fellows  there  is  but  one  belonging  to  iMassacluisetts.  If  the  trus- 
tees have  any  idea  of  the  true  mode  of  making  friends,  they  will  not 
much  longer  overlook  the  scieniihc  and  literary  claims  of  those  in  New 
England,  and  especially  in  Mast-achuselts,  who  might  be  of  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  prosperity  of  the  institution,  notwiilisianding  the  fact  that  they 
happen  to  be  located  at  the  immense  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  north 
of  the  commercial  emporium. 


Local  Quackery. — Dr.  Abbe,  now  of  Grove  Hall,  in  Dorchester,  whose 
celebrity  in  the  treatment  of  spinal  diseases  is  somewhat  extensive,  seems 
to  have  been  detected  in  a  gross  misrepresentation,  which  cannot  be  hid- 
den from  those  who  have  supposed  they  could  not  be  laced  up  in  brazen 
corslets  by  any  one  else.  From  a  Boston  paper  we  have  taken  the  follow- 
ing exposition  of  the  affair. 

Extracts  from  Dr.  Abbe's  advertisement: — "The  subscriber  is  the  au- 
thor and  in  venter  of  the  mode  of  treatment  he  pursues,  and  it  has  cost 
him  more  mental  effort  than  he  could  again  endure  without  loss  of 
life." 

"The  subscriber  has  invented,  and  secured  by  patent,  a  new  kind  of 
corslet,  in  which  there  is  necessarily  no  metallic  substance,  well  fitted  to 
many  cases  in  the  progress  of  cure,  and  always  applicable  where  no  fur- 
ther change  of  form  is  desired,  securing  all  the  benefits  of  Uiose  that  have 
been  used,  and  avoiding  all  the  evils  attendant  upon  them." 

"  The  subscriber  has  secured  his  right,  by  patent,  for  the  brass  corslet, 
and  would  hereby  caution  all  persons  from  making  or  wearing  them  with- 
out his  liberty,  as  it  will  expose  the  wearer,  equally  with  the  maker,  to  the 
just  penalty  of  the  law." 

[C/"In  reply  to  the  above,  the  public  are  requested  to  read  the  follow- 
ing letter : — 

Patent  Office,  Feb.  20,  1841.  Dear  Sir,— Yours  of  19th  came  this  A. 
M.,  inquiring  whether  Alanson  Abbe  had  obtained  a  certain  patent. 

I  hasten  to  say  that  this  person  has  obtained  no  patent  from  this  office 
for  any  object.  He  has,  however,  made  application  for  a  patent  for  object 
mentioned  in  the  advertisement,  but  no  model  has  yet  arrived,  and  conse- 
quently the  case  has  not  been  'presented  for  examination. 

From  the  correspondence  with  him,  he  has  no  right  to  claim  nr  infer 
that  a  patent  will  be  granted.  Yours  respectfully, 

W.  D.   Ellsworth. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  House  Representatives. 
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State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester. — There  have  been  discharged  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  155  patients.  Of  these  82  had  recovered  ;  29 
had  not  improved,  but  were  discharged  as  harmless,  and  for  want  of  room  ; 
15  have  died.  Of  the  patients  discharged,  7U  had  been  insane  less  than 
one  year.     Of  this  number,  64  recovered;  2  were  improved  ;  and  4  died. 

Of  the  patients  discharged,  85  had  been  insane  more  than  one  year  ; 
of  these,  18  recovered  ;  26  were  improved  ;  29  not  improved,  mostly  harm- 
less, or  sent  to  Boston  to  enter  the  new  hospital,  being  paupers,  supported 
by  the  city,  and  belonging  to  Boston  ;   11  have  died. 

The  average  number  of  patients  the  last  year  was  229,  greater  by  6 
nearly,  than  the  year  before.  Since  the  Hospital  was  opened,  the  whole 
number  of  males  admitted  has  been  637,  the  number  of  females  559. 
The  number  of  males  discharged  has  been  463,  and  the  number  of  females 
discharged  has  been  418.  The  recoveries  of  males  have  been  247,  and 
the  recoveries  of  females  259.  The  deaths  have  been  54  males,  and  36 
females.  The  recoveries  of  males,  exclusive  of  deaths,  have  been  51  1-5 
per  cent,  of  the  discharged  ;  the  recoveries  of  females  have  been  a  little 
short  of  62  per  cent,  of  the  discharged  ;  average,  57  per  cent.  There  are 
at  present,  51  patients  in  the  Hospital  who  have  been  insane  less  than  two 
years,  and  185  who  have  been  insane  from  two  to  thirty  years.  One  fact 
is  prominent,  that  persons  attacked  over  40  years  of  age,  are  more  likely 
to  recover  from  insanity,  than  those  zmder  40.  There  have  been  793  cases 
recorded  in  the  table,  of  less  than  40  years  of  age  when  they  became  in- 
sane ;  of  whom  416  recovered,  or  are  curable,  which  is  52^^  per  cent. 
356  patients  have  been  in  the  Hospital,  who  became  insane  between  the 
ages  of  40  and  SO  ;  of  whom  254  recovered,  which  is  71  per  cent.  The 
recoveries  of  insanity  arising  from  intemperance,  are  about  50  per  cetit.  ; 
from  insanity  occasioned  by  domestic  afflictions,  of  various  kinds,  such  as 
family  trouble,  disappointed  affection,  fear  of  death,  fear  of  poverty,  future 
punishment,  &c.,  174  of  294,  which  is  59  per  cent. ;  from  ill  health,  ex- 
cepting epilepsy  and  palsy,  of  the  243  cases,  arising  from  this  cause,  154 
recovered,  which  is  something  more  than  63  per  cent.  From  religious 
causes  also,  the  recoveries  have  been  quite  favorable,  amounting  to  51  of 
85  cases,  which  is  precisely  60  per  cent.  The  "  secret  vice  "  gives  us. the 
darkest  cataloijue  of  cases,  amounting  in  all  to  107  ;  of  which  29  only 
have  recovered,  which  is  but  about  27  per  cent. 


Mr.  Skeifs  Mode  of  operating  for  Spinal  Currature. — The  operation 
for  tenotomy  in  the  erector  spinas  muscle  is  described  by  the  author  in  the 
following  manner  :  — 

"  It  is  effected  by  a  pointed  and  nearly  straight  bistoury,  which  is  intro- 
duced from  the  outer  side  of  the  muscular  pillar,  across  its  external  or 
cutaneous  surface,  and  with  which  the  surface  only  of  the  muscle  need 
be  divided.  The  depth  of  incision  required  is  not  more  than  the  quarter 
of  an  inch,  and  the  orifice  no  larger  than  just  sufficient  to  introduce  the  in- 
strument, perhaps  a  quarter  or  a  sixth  of  an  inch.  The  division  may  be 
effected  in  a  few  seconds  of  time. 


Medical  Miscellany. — One  hundred  and  fifty-five  medical  students  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.D.  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
other  day.— Mention  is   made  of  the   fad  that  55,000  barrels  of  whiskey 
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were  received  at  New  Orleans  in  six  months — which  will  probably  have 
considerable  ajrency  in  the  development  of  disease,  moral  degradation 
and  crime. — Madame  Restell,  the  notorious  vender  of  medicines  for  pro- 
ducing abortions,  has  been  arrested  in  New  York.  The  immediate  cause 
of  the  arrest  was  the  information  given  by  a  Mrs.  Purdy,  near  the  point 
of  death,  caused  by  the  manual  operations  of  Madam  R.  to  produce  a 
premature  birth  and  death  of  a  foetus. — Dr.  Lawson,  the  Surgeon-gene- 
ral of  theU.  S.  Army,  is  on  a  tour  of  inspection  at  the  South  and  West. 
— The  cause  of  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Jacob  Green,  professor  of  che- 
mistry in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  announced  some  weeks  since, 
was  an  enlargement  and  ossification  of  the  heart.  He  expired  almost 
instantly,  having  had  little  or  no  previous  indisposition. — At  the  late  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  it  was  enacted,  that  "whenever  any 
lunatic  or  insane  person  shall  be  committed  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  Worcester,  from  any  town  wherein  he  has  not  a  legal  settlement,  and 
such  town  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  his  support  at  said  Hospital,  such  town 
may  recover  from  the  town  in  which  he  has  a  legal  settlement,  the  full 
amount  of  all  the  expenses  so  paid  to  said  Hospital." — Dr.  McClintock's 
anatomical  lectures  closed  Feb.  24th  at  Philadelphia,  having  equalled 
any  of  his  past  courses.  The  class,  much  to  their  honor,  organized  a  com- 
mittee to  present  to  him  the  thanks  of  the  whole  body. — The  child  adverted 
to  some  weeks  since,  in  whom  St.  Vitus's  dance  was  instantly  developed  by 
seeing  a  beggar  twitching  and  shaking  wnih  it,  has  since  died. — Whole 
number  of  students  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  during  the  late  term, 
163  ;  of  whom  56  were  graduated  with  the  degree  of  doctor.  An  honora- 
ry degree  was  conferred  by  the  institution,  on  Dr.  Samuel  Anderson,  of 
Delaware  Co.,  Penn. — The  building  known  as  the  Stuyvesant  Institute, 
in  New  York,  has  been  secured  by  the  new  medical  faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity for  the  medical  school. — From  the  coroner's  report  it  appears  that 
245  children  were  burned  to  death  in  England  in  1840,  principally  in  con- 
sequence of  being  clothed  in  cotton  fabrics.  Four  fifths  of  the  number 
were  girls — whose  dresses  more  particularly  expose  them  to  this  dreadful 
accident. — Drs.  Sprague  and  Brown  saved  a  child's  life  the  other  day,  at 
Buffalo,  by  bronchotomy. — Dr.  March,  of  Albany,  lately  performed  the  rhino- 
plastic  operation  before  his  class — and  it  seems  to  promise  well.  On  the 
5th  day  the  union  had  taken  place  to  considerable  extent.  Dr.  March  has 
operated  ten  times  for  club-foot,  and  seven  for  strabismus,  of  late.  Albany 
may  well  be  proud  of  her  medical  men. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  .T.  Mason  Warren's  report  of  the  blepharoplastic 
operation  lately  performed  by  him,  will  be  given  next  week. — The  cases  of  mola 
and  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  the  paper  by  our  friend  Z.  H.,  and  the  Essays  on 
Fever  by  Dr.  Comstock,  will  also  be  early  attended  to. — In  the  note  appended  to 
Dr.  Folsom's  communication,  last  week,  the  word  lymph  should  stand  in  the  place 
of  serum. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  :^,  24. — Males,  14  ;  Females,  10.    Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — inflammation  of  tlie  bowels,  1 — quinsy,  1 — inflammation  of  the 
brain,  1 — intemperance,  2 — drov/ued,  1 — painter's  colic,  1 — dysentery,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — smallpox,  1 — 
infantile,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — worms,  1 — marasmus,  1 — hooping  cough,  1. 

THEODORE  METCALF,  APOTHECARY, 

No.  .33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  lo  be  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  flies,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

!Jj"Any  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 
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The  month  of  March  has  had  a  few  pleasant  days,  but  in  general  has  been  cold  and  disagreeable,  and 
the  season  scarcely  indicates  the  approach  of  spring.  The  thermometer  has  ranged  from  6  to  62  ;  the 
barometer,  from  28.51  to  29.84.     Water  lallen,  3.43  inches  ;  snow  lt;ll  20jiiches.        


DR.   J.   J.  MOORMAN, 

RESIDENT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,   VA. 
May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  &c.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  Wliite  Sulpluir  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  2M,  1840.  O.  2d— lamlMcheoptO 

PROLAPSUS    UTERI. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  Dr.  Chapin's  Utero-abdominal  Sup- 
porter and  Elastic  Bi'lt,  wliicli  has  been  recently  much  improved,  and  its  eHicacy  thereby  greatly  in- 
creased. It  luis  been  faithfully  ti.-sred  by  most  of  the  medical  faculty  of  Boston  and  New  York,  who 
have  pronounced  llieir  unqualified  ap|)robation  of  its  utility.  Physicians  in  want,  will  obtain  the 
measure  round  the  pelvis.  They  can  be  supplied  with  the  cheapest  and  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
in  use,  from  the  low  price  of  $2,  to  .$7,  according  to  finish.    Perineum  straps  (e.xtra)  at  75  cts.  to  $1,.50. 

Reference  may  lie  liad  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  among  others  who  recommend  this  in- 
strument : — Drs.  .lohu  C.  Warren,  J.  Ware,  W.Channing,  G.  B.  Doanc,  W.  Lewis,  J.  Flint,  J.  Masoa 
Warren,  E.  Palmer,  .Ir.,  C.  G.  Putnam,  E.  W.  Leach. 

Omce  No.  16  Howard,  near  Court  st.,  Boston.  A.  F.  BARTLETT, 

Nov.  25.— 2wA;lum6in.  Agent  for  John  R.  Chapin,  M.D. 

VACCINE    VIRUS. 
Phvxicians  in  any  neciion  of  tlie  United  Slates  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  relnrn  mail,  on  nildressing  the  Kilitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
-one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  Jiost  oliice.  June  19 

A   PHYSICIAN, 

Located  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  wishing  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profession, 
offers  his  situation  for  sale.  Practice  worth  alxint  $1200  a  year.  Good  recommendations  will  be  re- 
quired.    Address  the  editor— all  letters  of  inquiiy  post  paid.  M  31— eop3ni 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGIC.\L  JOURN.\L  is  pulilished  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  ot  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  conimiinications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monllilv  I'.irts,  willi  a  |)rinl(  rl  cover.  There  arc  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  S.VHTH,  M.D.,  Editor.  I'rlce  *3,00  a  year  in  advance,  .«;3,50  aller  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Oirlers  from  a  distance  must  be  Hccomitunied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
■ence.     Postage  the  same  as  lor  a  newspaper. 
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BLEPllARUPLASTIC    OPERATIONS    FOR    THE  RESTORATION  OF   THE 

LOWER    EYELID. 

BV    J.    MASON    W'AKREN,    M  D. 
[Commuiiicated  for  llie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  well-known  difficulty  of  remedying  the  everted  state  of  the  eyelid 
follow  ing  severe  burns  and  other  accidents  attended  by  a  destruction  of 
the  integuments,  has  caused  a  great  number  of  operations  to  be  proposed 
for  its  relief. 

The  method  of  Dzondi,  which  has  been  most  generally  in  use,  and 
which  consists  in  making  an  incision  into  the  cicatrix,  and  by  maintaining 
the  lips  of  the  wound  separate  and  applying  stimulating  applications,  to 
induce  a  full  growth  of  granulations,  and  thus  by  a  broader  cicatrix  to 
remedy  tlie  deformity,  has  altogether  failed  to  produce  the  desired  effect, 
the  eversion  almost  invaiiahly  re-appearing  on  the  healing  of  the  wound. 

Within  a  few  years,  since  the  introduction  of  the  autoplastic  methods 
for  the  restoration  of  lost  parts,  the  transplantation  of  cutaneous  flaps  for 
supporting  the  remains  of  the  everted  eyelid,  has  been  followed  by  com- 
plete success.  The  comparaiive  novelty  of  the  operation  in  this  country 
lias  led  to  the  publication  of  the  following  cases. 

Case  I.  The  subject  of  the  first  case  was  a  boy,  12  years  of  age, 
from  Weymouth,  JNlass.  When  an  infant,  through  the  carelessness  of  his 
nurse,  he  was  (h-opped  into  the  fire.  The  consequence  was  an  extensive 
burn  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and  a  partial  destruction  of  the  lower 
eyelid.  As  the  wound  in  the  cheek  cicatrized,  the  remains  of  the  lid 
were  completely  everted,  and  the  tarsal  cartilage  with  its  ciliae  firmly 
bound  down  on  a  level  with  the  lower  edge  of  the  orbit. 

The  effect  of  this  state  of  things  was  a  constant  epiphora,  none  of  the 
tears  apparently  following  their  natural  channels,  but  running  over  the 
cheek  and  exciting  much  irritation  of  the  integuments.  From  the  long 
exposed  state  of  the  conjunctiva,  this  texture  had  become  considerably 
thickened,  presenting  almost  the  appearance  of  epidermis,  and  the  cornea, 
from  the  constant  exposure  to  air,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  closing  the 
lids,  presented  an  opacity  which  was  daily  increasing,  and  threatened  the 
destruction  of  vision.  Under  these  circumstances  the  following  operation 
was  performed  on  the  12ih  of  June — Dr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Salisbury,  Dr. 
Dale,  and  some  other  medical  gentlemen,  being  present. 

An  incision,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  was  made  parallel 
with  the  comniissure  of  the  eyelids  and  about  two  lines  below  the  palpe- 
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bral  margin,  and  after  a  careful  dissection,  the  remains  of  the  eyelid  were 
separated  from  the  edge  of  the  orbit.  The  dissection  was  tlien  continued 
upwards  between  the  tarsal  cartilage  and  the  conjunctiva,  and  the  con- 
nections so  far  destroyed  as  to  allow  the  lid  to  be  restored  to  its  natural 
position.  The  thickened  and  diseased  subcutaneous  cellular  membrane, 
which  might  interfere  with  a  proper  adhesion  of  the  flap  to  be  transplanted, 
was  then  completely  removed. 

By  the  separation  of  the  edges  of  the  skin,  a  large  oval-shaped  wound 
now  presented,  and  this  was  to  be  filled  by  a  portion  of  skin  taken  from  a 
neighboring  part.  To  effect  this,  an  incision  v\'as  commenced  from  the 
outer  angle  of  the  wound,  and  carried,  in  a  semicircular  direction,  over 
the  temple,  at  which  point,  under  the  hair,  was  the  only  portion  of  sound 
skin  which  had  not  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  burn ;  an  oval  flap 
was  here  dissected  out,  about  one  third  larger  in  size  than  was  required, 
and  having  fully  retracted,  was  twisted  round  and  maintained  in  its  situa- 
tion by  means  of  a  number  of  points  of  the  interrupted  suture,  and  a 
slight  pressure  exercised  upon  it  with  a  roller  bandage.  Before  terminat- 
ing the  operation  the  thickened  conjunctiva,  which  formed  a  considerable 
projection  beneath  the  lid,  so  as  to  prevent  its  peifect  application  to  the 
eyeball,  was  raised  up  and  entirely  removed. 

Tlie  termination  of  this  case  was  quite  successful.  At  the  end  of  four 
days  the  dressings  were  removed,  and  the  adhesion  of  the  flap  was  almost 
complete — a  slight  suppuration  only,  at  its  inner  angle,  having  occurred. 
The  parts  were  all  considerably  swollen.  At  the  end  of  a  week,  the 
pedicle  which  connected  the  newly  transplanted  flap  to  the  neighboring 
parts  was  divided,  and  bled  freely,  showing  a  free  vascular  connection. 
The  patient  was  sufficiently  well  in  a  month  to  return  home. 

1  saw  him  about  three  months  after  the  operation,  and  he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  himself. 

He  was  able  to  close  the  eye  perfectly,  and  the  tears  had  returned  to 
their  proper  channels.  The  newly-formed  lid  seemed  to  fulfil  all  its  func- 
tions, and  there  was  no  disposition  in  it  to  become  everted.  On  an  ex- 
amination of  the  cornea,  it  was  found  that  the  opacity  had  so  far  disap- 
peared as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible.  The  only  circumstance  which  re- 
quired a  remedy,  was  a  disposition  in  the  new  lid  to  stand  out  from  the 
eyeball,  as  if  from  a  swollen  state  of  the  conjunctiva  ;  this  was  reme- 
died by  the  repeated  application  of  a  pencil  dipped  in  sulphuric  acid,  so 
as  to  destroy  a  narrow  strip  of  the  conjunctiva.  The  transplanted  skin 
at  first  formed  a  considerable  protrusion,  but  is  gradually  settling  down  to 
the  level  of  the  surrounding  integuments. 

Case  II.  The  second  case  was  a  young  lady,  19  years  old.  The 
accident  which  produced  the  deformity  was  very  similar  to  the  preceding 
one — she  having  been  allowed  to  fall  into  the  fire  when  an  infant,  and  being 
very  badly  burned  in  the  face.  From  this  resulted  a  very  extensive  cica- 
trix, affecting  nearly  the  whole  skin  of  the  face,  and  in  some  parts  impli- 
cating the  subcutaneous  textures.  The  left  eyelid  was  drawn  down  and 
everted  at  its  external  angle,  leaving  the  eyeball  exposed  at  that  point. 
From  tlie  destruction  of  the  integuments  of  the  cheek,  the  left  angle 
of  the  mouth  was  drawn  upward  in  a  direction  to  meet  the  external 
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angle  of  the  eye — there  being  about  an  inch  and  a  half  distance  between 
the  two.  A  large,  firm  band  of  indurated  and  thickened  integument  ex- 
tended from  the  forehead  perpendicularly  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose. 
The  external  edge  of  the  right  eye  was  also  slightly  drawn  downward  by 
a  cicatrix,  but  the  cheek  of  this  side  having  partially  escaped  the  effects 
of  the  burn,  there  was  no  eversion  of  the  eyelid.  The  following  opera- 
tion was  planned  and  executed  on  the  7th  of  November,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr.  Coates  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Belhune,  and  Dr.  Warren,  Sen. 

An  incision,  two  inches  in  length,  commencing  on  the  cheek,  midway 
between  the  eye  and  upper  lip,  was  carried  with  a  semicircular  sweep  in 
a  direction  upward  and  outward  towards  the  ear,  its  convexity  being  down- 
ward. The  skin  was  then  dissected  up  both  above  and  below,  so  as  to 
relievcithe  traction  of  the  integuments  in  either  direction,  and  on  this  be- 
ing accomi)lished,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  restoring  the  eyelid  and 
angle  of  the  mouth  to  their  natural  positions. 

From  the  separation  of  its  lips,  the  wound  on  the  cheek  now  gaped 
widely  open,  being  an  inch  in  the  perpendicular,  and  two  inches  in  the 
transverse  diameter,  and  this  was  to  be  filled  up  by  borrowed  integuments. 
The  effects  of  the  burn  having  penetrated  into  the  muscular  substance, 
it  was  necessary  first  to  remove  all  the  indurated  substance  covering  the 
floor  of  the  wound,  which  was  not  done  without  considerable  suffering  to 
the  patient,  this  new-formed  texture  possessing,  apparently,  a  high  degree  of 
sensibility.  A  large  oval-shaped  flap,  one  third  larger  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  fill  the  wound,  was  now  dissected  fiom  the  temple,  twisted 
round,  and  without  difficulty  adjusted,  and  secured  in  its  new  situation  by 
means  of  sutures,  as  in  the  preceding  case.  The  wound  on  the  temple 
was  drawn  together  by  sutures,  and  in  a  direction  to  favor  the  transplanted 
skin  in  remedying  the  deformity. 

The  unseemly  cicatrix  on  the  bridge  of  the  nose  was  now  completely 
dissected  out.  The  vessels  which  were  divided  during  the  operation  were 
allowed  to  bleed  until  they  ceased  voluntarily,  it  being  desirable  to  avoid 
ligatures.  The  wound  was  dressed  with  graduated  compresses  and  se- 
cured by  a  roller  bandage.  The  patient  was  requested  to  keep  perfectly 
quiet,  and  not  to  attempt  to  use  her  voice.  Notwithstanding  the  injunc- 
tions, she  was  led  to  talk  considerably  during  the  afternoon,  which  brought 
on  a  slight  haemorrhage,  not  sufficient  to  cause  much  trouble  at  the  time, 
but  which,  it  was  subsequently  discovered,  had  partially  prevented  the 
union  of  the  transplanted  flap. 

But  little  constitutional  irritation  followed  the  operation.  On  the  fourth 
day  the  bandage  was  removed,  and  two  thirds  of  the  flap  was  found  to. 
have  united  ;  the  inner  portion  towards  the  nose  was  raised  up  by  a  coagu- 
lum  of  blood,  and  the  union  at  this  point,  of  course,  defeated.  The 
wound  on  the  temple  had,  in  a  great  measure,  united  by  the  first  intention. 
On  the  sixth  day  the  ligatures  were  all  removed,  and  the  inner  portion  of 
the  flap,  which  showed  a  disposition  to  slough,  was  cut  away — the 
wound,  at  this  point,  where,  fortunately,  the  support  was.  least  required,, 
being  allowed  to  heat  by  the  second  intention. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  wounds  had  all  healed,  and  the  patient 
returned  home,  greatly  improved  by  the  operation.     There  seemedto.be' 
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no  disposition  in  the  eyelid  to  become  everted,  and  its  functions  were  well 
perlbnned.  The  iDOulh  was  also  restored  to  nearly  its  natural  appearance. 
The  facial  expression  was  greatly  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  un- 
sightly band  which  projected  out  over  the  bridge  of  the  nose. 


CASE    OF    ANOMALOUS    KINE     POCK,     WITH    REMARKS    UPON    THE 
SUBJECT   OF   VACCINATION. 

BY    STEPHEN     W.    WILLIAMS,    M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SiiigicalJournal.] 

In  the  early  part  of  March,  1840,  I  inoculated  A.  B.,  aged  five  years, 
with  kine-pock  matter  in  a  limpid  state  and  perfectly  pure.  1  used  the 
same  matter  for  inoculating  about  a  dozen  children  on  the  same  day. 
They  all  did  well,  and  passed  regularly  through  the  complaint,  except 
this  little  boy.  About  eiglit  or  ten  days  after  the  inoculation,  an  eruption 
appeared  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  hands  and  face,  almost  exactly  re- 
sembling the  vesicles  of  kine  pock  in  a  state  of  matui-ation.  The  symp- 
tomatic fever  was  high,  and  the  patient  was  quite  sick.  I  immediately 
visited  all  my  other  patients  whom  I  inoculated  at  the  same  time,  and 
found  them  doing  well,  and  not  a  single  unfavorable  symptom  about  them. 
They  passed  regularly  through  the  complaint. 

This  patient  liad,  when  quite  an  infant,  and  for  many  months  afterwards, 
been  troubled  with  a  most  inveterate  salt  rheum,  or  psoriasis  iiweterata  or 
diffusa,  which  for  a  year  or  two  yielded  to  no  remedies  which  were  pre- 
scribed for  it.  It  was  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  head  and  face. 
It  was  finally  cured  by  the  tar  ointment,  and  the  long-continued  internal 
use  of  Fowler's  mineral  solution.  He  had  no  eruption  about  him  at  the 
time  he  was  inoculated. 

What  was  very  singular  in  this  case  was,  that  the  father  of  the  child, 
who  passed  regularly  through  the  smallpox  in  the  year  1796,  1  believe, 
was  attacked  with  eruption  about  the  time  I  discovered  the  anomalous 
vesicles  in  the  child.  1  did  not  see  him  at  the  time,  but  he  has  since  in- 
formed me  that  his  eruption  exactly  resembled  the  smallpox  which  he  had 
in  the  above-named  year.  He  had  now  no  constitutional  symptoms. 
Two  other  childi-en  of  his,  who  had  several  years  before  been  inoculated 
and  passed  regularly  through  the  kine  pock,  were  attacked  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  father,  and  had  a  similar  crop  of  eruptions.  It  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  communicated  to  them  from  tlie  child,  by  wiping 
themselves  upon  the  same  towel.  I  consider  the  case  somewhat  singular, 
and  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me  for  communicating  it  for  your  Journal. 

While  on  this  subject,  will  you  allow  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
one  or  two  controverted  points  in  relation  to  vaccination.  Some  of  the 
observations  which  I  shall  make  have  been  pix-sented  to  the  public  in  a 
dilTci-ent  journal,  moi-e  than  a  year  ago,  but  they  are  so  much  modified 
that  they  may  be  deemed  sufliciently  important  to  be  inserted  here. 

1.  In  relation  to  the  kine  pock  being  a  protection  against  the  smallpox 
only  for  a  limited  time.     I   very  well  recollect  that  a  great  objection  to 
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the  cowpox,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1803,  wlien  it  was  first  introduced 
into  this  section  of  the  country,  was,  that  it  would  protect  tlie  system  only 
for  the  space  of  seven  years,  under  the  supposition  that  the  human  body 
underwent  a  radical  change  in  tliat  time.  This  objection  has  been  urged 
against  it  by  many  ever  since.  1  was  inoculated  lor  the  kine  pock  that 
year,  and  went  regularly  through  the  complaint.  In  the  year  1813  I  at- 
tended medical  lectures  in  the  city  of  New  York.  One  of  the  professors 
at  that  time  informed  the  class  that  there  were  several  cases  of  smallpox 
in  a  family  of  bhu^ksin  the  city,  and  stated  that  if  any  of  the  class  had  been 
vaccinated,  and  had  any  desire  to  see  the  complaint,  they  could  be  wailed 
upon  by  the  attending  physician.  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity, 
and  visited  a  great  many  patients  who  were  laboring  under  the  confluent 
stage  of  that  most  disgusting  malady.  I  examined  their  pulse  and  tongues 
without  the  least  fear  of  contracting  the  complaint.  And  I  escaped  with 
impunity,  never  having  had  the  least  vestige  of  the  disorder,  notwith- 
standing it  was  ten  years  after  I  had  the  cowpox.  Thousands  of  others 
have  passed  a  similar  ordeal,  and  with  the  same  impunity.  So  much,  then, 
for  the  seven  years'  humbug. 

If  the  genuine  con-pox  is  not  a  certain  protection  from  smallpox  through 
life,  I  must  confess  that  it  is  a  great  anomaly.  To  other  complaints,  such 
as  the  measles,  the  hooping  cough,  the  mumps,  the  chicken  pox,  and  many 
others,  the  patient  is  not  often  subject  to  a  second  attack,  and  whenever 
such  an  attack  does  take  place,  as  it  sometimes  does,  I  consider  it  to  be 
only  an  exception  to  a  general  rule.  I  have  seen  secondary  attacks  of  most 
of  the  above  complaints.  I  have  no  doubt,  in  my  own  n)ind,that  genuine 
cowpox  completely  protects  the  subject  through  life  from  the  contagion  of 
smallpox.  Nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  many  of  the  cases  of  varioloid,  or, 
as  it  may  be  more  correctly  termed,  the  modified  or  secondary  aftection 
of  smallpox,  may  be  referred  to  spurious  cowpox,  or  fiom  formerly  having 
had  the  smallpox  so  lightly  as  not  to  prove  a  thorough  protection  against 
a  future  attack  of  it.  Most  of  my  reading  and  observation  confirms  me 
in  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  AH  physicians  who  have  witnessed  the  vario- 
loid, agree  that  it  is  much  milder  than  the  genuine  smallpox,  and  that  it  is 
so  modified  that  it  is  much  slighter  than  that  complaint.  If  the  above 
opinion  is  correct,  then  it  follows  that  even  spurious  cowpox  is  some  pro- 
tection, though  it  should  by  no  means  ever  be  relied  on.  Patients,  and 
even  physicians,  have  sometimes  been  deceived  in  relation  to  secondary 
smallpox.  Even  persons  who  have  been  thoroughly  protected  by  having 
previously  had  genuine  smallpox,  have  sometimes  had  a  secondary  crop  of 
eruptions  from  attending  upon  patients  laboring  under  smallpox,  and  such 
cases  may  have  been  pronounced  to  be  varioloid.  From  the  report  of 
many  respectable  physicians  on  the  subject  of  varioloid,  it  appeals  that 
many  who  had  spurious  smallpox  had  been  previously  vaccinated.  Al- 
most every  one  of  these  had  llie  disease  so  slightly  that  they  could  hardly 
consider  it  an  indisposition,  a  death  hardly  ever  occurring  from  it.  Were 
it  not  for  the  fact  that  matter  taken  from  these  subjects  will  produce 
genuine  smallpox,  we  should  almost  be  inclined  to  doubt  whether  the 
varioloid  had  anything  to  do  with  the  smallpox.  Thousands,  if  not  mil- 
lions, who  have  been  vaccinated,  have  been  exposed  to  the   smallpox 
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without  ever  having  had  the  varioloid.  The  confidence  of  physicians  in 
relation  to  the  protective  influence  of  cowpox  was  never  greater  than  at 
this  moment.  Dr.  Waterhouse,  in  a  letter  in  the  American  Medical  Re- 
corder, in  1828,  says,  that  "  Dr.  Fancher  has  inocuhited  more  people  for 
kine  pock  than  any  man  in  America,  and  perhaps  in  the  world,  and  has 
never  been  pestered  with  complaints  of  varioloid  after  his  inoculations." 
Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  most  learned  i)hy- 
sicians  in  America,  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  cowpox  into  that  city, 
and  who  published  a  book  upon  it  in  1802,  says,  in  answer  to  a  query  put  to 
him  by  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject,  "that  he  has  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  case  that  has  thus  come  under  his  care  has  been 
subsequendy  affected  with  what  is  termed  the  varioloid."  Although 
varioloid,  according  to  the  reports  of  eminent  physicians,  may  sometimes 
have  occurred  after  genuine  vaccination,  I  have  many  facts  to  show  that 
it  has  often  happened  after  spurious  vaccination. 

Since  the  year  1813,  at  various  intervals,  1  have  been  engaged  pretty 
extensively  in  inoculating  for  the  kine  pock.  I  have  always  found  great 
opposition  to  the  reception  of  vaccination,  from  the  disbelief  of  the  peo- 
ple in  regard  to  its  efficacy,  and  great  numbers  have  refused  to  be  inocu- 
lated on  account  of  the  expense  of  from  twenty-five  cents  to  a  dollar. 
Many  of  them  have  inoculated  themselves  with  penknives,  pins  and 
needles,  most  of  them  paying  no  regard  to  the  time  of  taking  the  matter 
for  inoculating.  Such,  of  course,  had  the  spurious  disease,  which,  as  1 
have  stated  above,  is  but  an  imperfect  protection  against  the  smallpox. 
They  have  supposed  that  they  had  the  genuine  cowpox,  because  they  had 
very  sore  arms,  and  were,  perhaps,  otherwise  slightly  indisposed.  They 
have  indeed  had  sore  arms,  much  sorer  than  if  they  had  been  regularly  in- 
oculated by  persons  who  understood  the  subject.  But  the  chance  of  their 
having  had  the  genuine  complaint,  is  altogether  against  them  ;  for  there  is 
but  one  period  of  the  disorder  in  which  it  is  proper  to  take  the  matter,  and 
of  that  period  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  know  anything.  1  gave  it  as 
my  opinion  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  that  vaccination  would  be 
brought  into  disrepute,  and  the  public  confidence  in  it  would  be  shaken, 
from  the  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  it  would  be  resorted  to  by  those 
who  know  nothing  about  it,  and  that  smallpox  would  again  become  pre- 
valent in  consequence  of  this  indiscriminate  inoculation,  destroying  what 
ought  to  be  die  universal  belief  in  the  efiicacy  of  the  genuine  cowpox. 
The  event  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  When  I  see  the 
easy  credulity  of  the  people  in  relation  to  animal  magnetism,  natural  bone- 
setters,  and  swallowing  patent  medicines  by  the  handful  and  by  the  pint, 
even  when  prepared  by  the  most  ignorant  numbskull  in  the  community, 
I  am  surprised  at  nothing  in  relation  to  their  gullibility.  "  Ignorance  and 
credulity,"  says  Dr.  Darwin,  "  have  ever  been  companions,  and  have 
misled  and  enslaved  mankind."  1  have  ever  given  it  as  my  opinion  that 
it  requires  greater  skill  and  judgment  to  manage  a  case  of  kine  pock 
correctly,  than  a  case  of  smallpox. 

2.  Re-vaccination. — In  relation  to  re-vaccination,  I  would  advise  it  in 
all  cases  where  there  is  the  least  doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  the  original 
inoculation,  and  I  would  earnestly  entreat  all  who  have  been  inoculated 
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by  any  otlier  than  experienced  physicians,  immediately  to  resort  to  it. 
There  is  no  safety  for  tliein  unless  they  pass  through  this  process.  If 
they  have  had  the  genuine  disease,  a  slight  sore  will  only  be  induced  at 
the  place  of  inoculation,  which  will  speedily  heal,  and  no  constitutional 
symptoms  will  result.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  re-vaccinating  many 
of  my  patients  every  four  or  five  yeai-s,  or  as  often  as  1  happen  to  be 
inoculating  for  the  kine  pock.  I  have  never  known  one  of  such  patients 
to  have  a  single  symptom  of  kine  pock.  Far  less  can  I  subscribe  to  the 
opinion  of  a  writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  that 
vaccination  is  not  a  protection  for  life  to  those  who  have- been  inoculated 
before  the  age  of  puberty,  or  in  inflincy,  and  that  in  order  to  protect  them  ic 
is  necessary  to  re-vaccinate  them  after  that  period.  1  have  re-vaccinated 
after  puberty  great  numbers  of  those  whom  I  inoculated  in  infancy,  and 
have  found  them  equally  unsusceptible  of  kine  pock  as  others. 

3.  Deterioration  of  the  Kine-pock  Virus. — An  idea  has  obtained 
among  many  medical  men,  that  the  cowpox  matter  deteriorates  the  far- 
ther it  is  removed  from  the  cow.  I  am  not  disposed  to  believe  the  truth 
of  this  assertion,  nor  am  I  possessed  of  facts  sufficient  to  disprove  it.  If 
this  is  a  fact,  it  is  a  most  singular  one.  All  I  can  say  upon  the  subject 
is,  that  previous  to  the  year  1839  I  have  used  matter  which  has  passed 
from  subject  to  subject,  perhaps  even  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  and  that  upon  re-vaccinating  patients  who  have  been 
inoculated  with  this  matter,  1  have  not  been  able  to  induce  the  genuine 
cowpox,  which  would  seem  to  prove  that  this  doctrine  is  not  correct. 

Another  thing  which  argues  strongly  against  this  position,  is  that  a 
series  of  experiments  have  recently  been  instituted,  by  inoculating  the 
cow  widi  genuine  smallpox  matter,  which  in  passing  through  her  system 
is  so  far  modified  that  in  her  it  became  genuine  cowpox.  The  human  sub- 
ject, when  inoculated  with  this  matter,  is  afterwards  exempted  from  an 
attack  of  smallpox.  The  milkers  in  Jenner's  dairy  district,  infected  with 
smallpox,  probably  communicated  the  infection  to  the  cow,  and  she, 
through  Jenner,  has  communicated  her  mild  and  modified  disease  to  the 
world.  If  cowpox  is  modified  smallpox,  of  which  I  have  little  doubt, 
then  I  think  we  have  little  to  fear  from  the  deterioration  of  the  kine  pock 
in  passing  through  the  human  subject.  I  believe  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  smallpox  never  deteriorates  or  becomes  spurious  in  the  human 
subject. 

I  liave  thus  given  my  opinion  upon  some  points  of  this  most  glorious 
discovery  of  Jenner.  I  would  no't  speak  with  the  utmost  confidence  upon 
the  correctness  of  all  of  them,  although  I  have  attended  with  great  inte- 
fest  to  the  subject,  and  have  examined  a  great  many  authorities  upon  it. 
If  I  am  wrong,  I  trust  that  my  professional  brethren  will  correct  me  with 
the  same  candor  with  which  this  communication  was  written.  I  wish 
only  for  the  universal  spread  of  the  kine  pock,  and  for  the  complete  ex- 
termination of  the  smallpox.  Already  it  is  disrobed  of  half  its  terrors, 
and  the  average  duration  of  human  life  is  extended  two  years,  or  from  30 
to  32  years,  in  consequence  of  this  great  discovery.  1  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  the  belief  that  the  genuine  cowpox  is  a  sure,  safe,  and  effec- 
tual preventive  of  smallpox,  and  that  if  the  inoculation  of  it  with  genuine 
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matter  were  universally  adopted,  the  smallpox  would  be  entirely  eradi- 
cated from  the  world. 

Deerfield, Ms.,  March  Uth,  IS41. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL   HOSPITAL— SURGICAL   CASES  TREATED 
BY    J.   C.   WARREN,    ftl.D. 

RKPORTED     BY     S.    PAKKMAN,    M.D. 

Tubercular  Disease  of  Bones  of  Elhow-joint — Amputation — Cure. — 
S.  H.,  a3t.  3*2,  farmer ;  Holden,  Mass.  This  man,  previously  of  good 
health  and  constitution,  about  five  years  since,  in  the  autumn,  injured  iiis 
right  elbow  by  a  blow  on  the  edge  of  a  large  ketde.  He  experienced, 
however,  no  inconvenience  till  the  following  spring,  when  he  began  to 
perceive  some  pain,  for  which  a  blister  was  applied  ;  while  this  was  heal- 
ing the  arm  was  in  a  sling,  and  after  it  was  healed  the  arm  could  not  be 
perfectly  extended,  which  difficulty  has  continued  since.  The  joint  at 
this  time  also  appeared  much  enlarged.  Nine  months  since,  an  abscess 
formed  over  the  external  condyle,  which  was  opened  and  remained  so  six- 
teen weeks.  Upon  the  healing  of  this,  another  appeared  below  olecra- 
non. Eight  weeks  since,  another  abscess  opened  in  the  seat  of  first,  over 
external  condyle,  continuing  fistulous  to  the  present  time.  Since  then, 
flexion  of  the  arm,  except  in  the  slightest  degree,  has  been  impossible. 
Has  used  the  arm  till  within  a  year  past.  Has  been  treated  by  iodine 
without  effect. 

He  entered  the  Hospital  Dec.  24,  1840,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  one  considerably  reduced  by  suffering,  though  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  affection  of  the  visceral  organs.  The  pulse  were  accelerated, 
generally  about  92;  he  suffered  considerable  pain  in  the  arm,  at  times 
sufficient  to  prevent  sleep.  The  elbow-joint  was  slightly  flexed,  rigid 
and  swollen  universally,  the  swelling  extending  somewhat  upon  the  arm 
and  forearm.  Over  tlie  external  condyle  there  existed  a  small  fistulous 
opening,  admitting  a  probe  about  one  inch  and  a  half.  The  diagnosis  in 
this  case  presented  no  great  difficulty.  This  was  undoubtedly  an  in- 
stance of  tubercular  disease  of  the  bone,  so  well  described  by  the  French 
writers  Nelaton  and  Nichet,  the  disease  commonly  known  as  scrofula  of 
the  bone — the  tenu  scrofula  denoting  a  state  of  the  economy  in  which 
there  is  a  tendency  to  the  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  in  different 
organs,  as  the  skin,  glands,  bones,  fee,  the  same  disease,  in  fact,  so 
well  known  in  the  lungs  under  the  name  of  phthisis.  It  would  be  be- 
yond our  limits  to  more  than  notice  the  disease  in  this  general  manner  ; 
for  a  more  full  description,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  translation  of 
Nelaton's  paper,  in  the  first  No.  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery. 

The  only  remedy  in  this  case  could  be  a  removal  of  the  disease  by 
a  surgical  operation.  We  are  aware  that  Lugol,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
the  scrofulous  wards  of  the  Hospital  St.  Louis,  at  Paris,  and  has  studied 
this  disease  very  fully,  utterly  condemns,  in  lectures  lately  published  in 
foreign  journals,  the  practice  of  amputation   in  these  cases,  and  considers 


Tubercular  Disease  of  Elboiv-joint.  15T 

iodine  to  be  a  sovereign  remedy.  He  objects  to  the  operation,  the  almost 
constant  recurrence  of  the  disease  in  some  other  part.  The  best  sur- 
geons, however,  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  iodine,  however  powerful 
it  may  be,  and  its  efficacy  is  not  disputed  as  a  local  application  to  tuber- 
culous ulcers  of  the  skin  or  glands,  is  utterly  powerless  before  the  disease 
when  it  has  attacked  the  spongy  tissue  of  the  bones.  The  tubercular 
matter,  it  is  true,  may  also  be  thrown  oft'  and  the  cavity  filled  up  by  the 
powers  of  nature,  as  is  seen  in  some  cases  of  tubercle  ol  the  spine.  But 
the  chances  of  so  favorable  a  result  are  too  small,  where  the  disease  has 
advanced  as  in  the  present  instance,  to  allow  us  to  incur  the  risk  of  im- 
plication of  the  general  health  by  the  continued  suppuration.  Immediate 
recourse  to  the  operation,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  state  of  the 
general  health  ;  and  even  in  cases  where  no  delay  is  necessary  from  the 
health  of  the  patient,  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  retain  the  patients  some 
time  in  the  wards  before  submiiting  them  to  capital  operations,  in  order  to 
undergo  a  species  of  acclimation.  This  delay  has  in  several  instances  ap- 
peared to  exert  a  litvorable  influence  towards  a  speedy  and  uninterrupted 
convalescence.  With  these  views  the  operation  was  delayed  until  March 
13th.  Dnrinu  this  time  the  pain  in  the  elbow  was  counteracted  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  opiates  internally  and  externally.  Careful  attention  was  also  paid 
to  the  diet  and  regimen,  and  before  the  operation  animal  food  with  three 
glasses  of  wine  daily  was  allowed.  At  two  separate  times  abscesses 
formed  over  the  internal  condyle  and  olecranon,  giving  issue  to  a  creamy 
flocculent  pus  in  some  quantity,  and  attended  with  considerable  febiile 
exacerbation  during  their  formation,  which  subsided  after  their  opening. 
The  pain  became  gradually  less  during  this  time,  the  appetite  improved, 
and  all  the  svmptoms  underwent  a  manifest  amelioration. 

On  March  13th  the  limb  was  amputated  by  the  circular  method,  above 
the  elbow.  There  was  considerable  adhesion  and  want  of  retractility 
of  the  skin  from  the  effusion  of  lymph,  as  is  generally  observed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  any  long-continued  disease  of  this  nature.  The  main 
artery  and  three  muscular  branches  were  secured,  and  the  ligatures  cut 
close  to  the  vessels  ;  the  lips  were  retained  in  their  place  by  a  single  su- 
ture and  one  adhesive  strap,  and  a  compress  wet  with  cold  water  was 
applied  to  the  surface  of  the  stump,  without  any  bandage. 

The  wound  in  this  case  united  by  the  first  intention,  except  at  its  in- 
ternal angle  below  where  the  ligatures  were  situated.  No  suppuiation  oc- 
curred, and  no  discharge  beyond  a  colored  serous  fluid  in  small  quantity. 
The  patient  had  no  pain  after  the  first  hour,  and  no  swelling  of  the  part 
except  on  one  day.  On  the  tenth  day  after  the  operation  he  w  alked  out, 
and  went  home  at  the  end  of  three  weeks. 

These  favorable  results  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  following  causes : — 
1.  The  treatment  before  the  operation,  managed  first  to  allay  the  inflam- 
matory action,  and  afterwards  to  improve  his  strength  by  the  animal  food 
and  wine.  2.  The  stump  being  kept  cool,  by  avoiding  a  close  dressing  of 
plasters  and  bandages.  3.  The  careful  and  regulated  application  of  com- 
presses moistened  with  cold  water.  4.  The  cutting  the  ligatures  close  to 
the  vessels;  and,  5.  The  attentive  regulation  of  the  alimentay  apparatus — 
the  patient  being  kept  on  unstimulating  liquids  for  the  first  three  or  four 
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days,  and  gradually  raised  by  nutritive  articles  as  soon  as  the  vascular 
action  would  permit. 

Inspection  of  Ann  after  amputation. — Appearance  of  arm  exsanguine, 
with  a  general  swelling  of  the  soft  parts  produced  by  eftlision  of  lymph  at 
the  elbow,  and  of  serum  at  the  lower  part  of  arm  and  fingers.  The 
muscles  were  wasted.  Three  apertures  appeared  in  the  skin,  leading  by 
circuitous  passages  to  the  interior  of  the  joint,  so  that  a  probe  could  no 
where  penetrate  from  the  surface  of  the  skin  directly  into  the  joint.  The 
tendon  of  the  triceps  and  others  near  were  in  a  thickened  and  softened 
state,  as  also  the  ligaments,  so  that  no  distinct  fibrous  organization  could 
be  distinguished  in  the  lateral,  anterior  or  posterior  ligaments.  They  were 
transformed  into  a  white  semi-gelatinous  mass.  The  nerves  running 
over  the  articulation  were  enlarged  from  exudation  of  lymph  in  the  neuri- 
lema.  The  ulnar  nerve  was  imbedded  in  lymph  as  it  passed  over  the 
back  of  the  internal  condyle  ;  and  would  have  been  somewhat  difficult  to 
find  in  an  operation  of  excision.  The  condyles  of  the  os  humeri  pre- 
sented no  enlargement,  which  they  did  before  the  operation — a  deception 
produced  by  thickening  of  the  periosteum,  but  principally  by  lymphatic 
deposit  in  the  different  tissues. 

The  interior  of  the  joint  was  lined  with  a  glutinous,  flocculent  exuda- 
tion, constituted  by  thickened  and  disordered  synovial  fluid.  The  invest- 
ing cartilages  were  entire,  with  the  exception  of  one  point  where  there 
was  a  slight  abrasion  exposing  a  rough,  bony  surface,  not  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  In  all  other  parts  the  synovial  membrane  coated  the 
articulating  surfaces. 

On  making  a  section  of  the  external  condyle,  a  surface  presented  itself 
covered  with  minute  white  globules,  except  at  two  points  near  the  surface, 
where,  instead  of  these  globules,  a  perfectly  white,  soft  substance  was 
seen,  in  either  case  near  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  occupying  cavi- 
ties hollowed  out  of  the  bone,  one  of  which  communicated  with  the  ar- 
ticulating surface  of  the  condyle.  Near  the  white  substance  the  globules 
were  clustered  in  the  closest  apposition  one  to  the  other.  These  globules 
were  tubercles,  answering  to  the  miliary  granuladons  seen  in  the  lungs ; 
and  the  white  substances,  a  softened  state  of  a  number  of  these  bodies. 

In  the  phenomena  described  above,  there  was  nodiing  to  indicate  the 
texture  in  which  the  disease  began  ;  whether  in  the  ligaments,  cartilages, 
synovial  membrane  or  bones.  Probably  it  commenced  in  a  tuberculous 
state  of  the  last-named  organs.  Yet  the  disorganization  of  these  was  not 
so  remarkable  as  that  of  the  other  parts. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  disease  was  not  to  have  been  cured  by 
medicine.  Whether  the  patient  could  have  been  saved  by  excision  of 
the  elbow,  leaving  him  the  hand  and  forearm,  admits  of  a  question.  Ex- 
cision is  a  more  difficult  and  painful  operation  than  amputation  ;  and  its 
impression  on  the  constitution  more  considerable.  It  has  been  practised 
once  in  this  hospital,  and  the  patient  got  through  the  operation  and  its 
immediate  consequences ;  but  the  operation  did  not  have  the  effect  of 
arresting  a  diarrhoea  which  had  continued  some  months,  and  the  patient 
fell  a  victim  to  this  disease  three  weeks  after  the  operation. 

The  distinguished  surgeon,  M.  Velpeau,  has  collected  all  the  known 
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cases  of  excision  of  the  elbow-joint,  and  finds  them  to  be  about  sixty  in 
number.  Of  these,  forty  terminated  favorably.  Hence  he  concludes 
that  this  operation  is  justifiable  and  proper,  when  the  circumstances  pre- 
sent nothing  particularly  unfavorable. 

In  the  case  here  related,  the  operation  would  have  perfectly  removed 
the  diseased  bones,  but  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  surrounding  parts  might 
have  rendered  the  success  uncertain. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  before  the  operation,  there  was  so  little  mo- 
tion of  the  joint,  that  it  might  have  led  to  the  belief  of  a  partial  anchy- 
losis. The  examination  of  the  limb  showed,  however,  that  no  such 
anchylosis  existed,  nor  even  the  appearance  of  a  tendency  to  it,  at  the 
time  of  amputation.  The  immobility  of  the  joint  arose  from  the  effusion 
of  lyrnph,  and  consequent  agglutination  of  the  muscles. 


CASE  OF  ULCERATION  OF  THE  STOMACH,  SUDDENLY  FATAL  BY 

PERFORATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  case,  which  lately  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, will  serve  to  show  the  insidious  manner  in  which  this  formidable 
disease  will  sometimes  advance,  with  symptoms  which  are  liable  to  be 
considered  as  merely  dyspeptic.  If  you  deem  it  worthy  of  notice,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  it  as  you  think  proper. 

Canterbury,  Ct.,  March  '2Sth,  1841.         Respectfully  yours, 

Lewis  Phinney,  M.D. 

Mrs.  I.  Matthewson,of  this  place,  aged  21,  had  been  affected  for  about 
four  months  with  variable  appetite,  and  occasionally  an  uneasy  sensation 
in  tiie  stomach,  sometimes  amounting  to  pain.  During  these  attacks  she 
was  in  the  habit  of  sitting  with  her  body  bent  forward,  and  her  hand 
pressed  upon  the  epigastric  region,  which  afforded  her  temporary  relief. 
Little  notice  was  taken  of  her  complaint,  nor  any  remedial  means  em- 
ployed, as  she  was  able  to  go  about  and  pursue  her  ordinary  occupation 
(that  of  a  domestic),  and  was  otherwise  in  good  health.  On  the  10th  of 
January,  while  attempting  to  walk  to  a  neighboring  house,  she  was  heard 
to  scream  violently,  and  instantly  fell  by  the  road  side.  A  sister  imme- 
diately ran  to  her  assistance,  but  found  her  unable  to  express  her  feelings, 
except  by  violently  pressing  her  hand  on  the  pit  of  her  stomach.  She 
was  taken  home,  and  soon  after  seen  by  Dr.  Palmer.  She  was  moanino- 
as  if  in  extreme  agony,  but  was  unable  to  speak  ;  the  pulse  was  frequent 
and  very  weak.  She  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  swallowing, 
but  soon  after  vomited  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  which  was  mostly 
food  she  had  recently  taken. 

Various  remedies  were  employed,  but  without  relief.  She  continued 
with  every  appearance  of  extreme  suffering,  and  was  unable  to  speak  till 
eight  o'clock  next  morning,  when  she  said  the  pain  had  somewhat  abated, 
but  was  still  considerable  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  was  extending 
down  the  abdomen.     The  abdomen  was  now  becoming  distended  and 


160  Massachusetts  Hospital  Reports. 

very  tense.  The  pulse  was  extremely  feeble,  and  the  countenance  ex- 
pressive of  the  greatest  suffering.  Nothing  afforded  the  shghtest  relief, 
and  she  died  about  ten  in  the  morning,  24  hours  after  the  attack. 

Autopsi/  24  hours  after  death. — Present,  Drs.  J.  Palmer  and  H.  Car- 
penter. Thoracic  viscera  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  soine  slight  ad- 
hesions of  the  lungs  to  the  pleura  costalis.  The  peritoneum  was  dis- 
tended with  air,  and  likewise  contained  upwards  of  twelve  pounds  of 
fluid,  of  a  pale  yellow  color  and  fetid  smell.  There  were  slight  but  ex- 
tensive inflammatory  depositions  on  the  surface  of  the  intestines,  produc- 
ing adhesions  to  each  other,  and  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  On 
the  lower  part  of  the  small  curvature  of  the  stomach,  near  the  cardia, 
was  a  perforation,  the  size  of  a  sixpence.  Internally  this  opening  com- 
municated with  an  ulcerated  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane,  about  the 
size  of  a  dollar,  with  indurated  edges,  and  considerable  loss  of  substance. 
The  stomach  in  all  other  respects  was  entirely  healthy,  as  were  all  the 
other  viscera  of  the  abdomen. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  for  publishing,  in  ibis  Journal,  a  series 
of  hospital  reports  for  the  ensuing  three  irioiuhs,  while  Dr.  Warren  has 
charge  of  ibe  surgical  department  of  the  insiilinion.  This  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  interesting  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  elevated 
character  of  that  excellent  Hospital.  Dr.  Parkman,  the  reporter,  may  be 
relied  upon  for  accuracy,  and  we  therefore  recommend  his  papers,  one  of 
which  may  be  found  in  to-day's  Journal,  to  the  respeclful  attention  of  our 
medical  readers. 

Death  of  President  Harrison. — An  anxiety  is  manifested  to  have  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  manner  of  treating  the  disease  which  caused  the 
death  of  Gen.  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
first  place,  as  a  people,  suddenly  called  upon  to  deplore  the  loss  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  a  great  country,  every  one  has  a  direct  interest  in  the 
solemn  event,  and  any  account  from  the  physicians  who  were  in  imme- 
diate attendance  from  the  beginning  to  the  termination  of  this  unlooked- 
for  national  calan)ity,  would  be  received  with  peculiar  favor.  The  medi- 
cal advisers  will  undoubtedly  furnish  a  minute  history  of  the  case,  to  be 
laid  up  in  the  archives  of  Stale,  and  to  be  extensively  published  not  only 
here,  but  in  foreign  countries.  The  following  is  the  report  which  has  al- 
ready been  made. 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  1841,  President  Harrison,  after  several  days' 
previous  intlisposiiion,  was  seized  wiih  a  chill  and  other  symptoms  of  fe- 
ver. The  next  day  pneumonia,  with  congestion  of  the  liver,  and  derange- 
ment of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  was  ascertained  to  exist.  The  age  and 
debility  of  the  patient,  with  the  immediate  prostration,  forbade  a  resort  to 
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general  bloodletting.  Topical  depletion,  blistering,  and  appropriate  inter- 
nal remedies,  subdued,  in  a  great  measure,  ibe  disease  ol'  the  lungs  and 
liver,  but  the  stomach  and  intestines  did  not  regain  a  healthy  condition. 
Finally,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  profuse  diarrhoea 
came  on,  under  which  he  sank,  at  thirty  minutes  to  one  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4ih. 

The  last  words  uttered  by  the  President,  as  heard  by  Dr.  Worthington, 
were  these :  "Sir,  1  wish  you  lo  understand  the  true  principles  of  the 
Government.     I  wish  them  carried  out.     I  ask  nothing  more." 

Tho.   Miller,  M.D.,  Attending  Physician. 

Fred.  May,  M.D.,  ^^ 

N.   W.   Worthington,  M.D.,    L-i         u-       ni      •  • 
\    r^     ri  i\i  r\  ^  Consu Iting  Phy siciaus. 

J.  C.  Hall,  M.D.,  '  °       ■' 

AsHTON  Alexander,  M.D., 


Medical  Reform  in  England. — For  many  successive  years,  one  or  two 
of  the  London  medical  journals  have  made  the  subject  of  medical  reform 
the  untiring  subject  of  editorial  complaining.  As  in  political  parlies, 
there  seems  to  be  a  ceaseless  strife  among  them  for  power,  without  any 
definite  object  in  view  beyond  the  mere  possession  of  that  indefinable 
something  that  is  imagined  to  be  lodged,  in  the  wrong  hands.  It  so  hap- 
pens that  the  profession  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  neither  know  nor  care 
what  becomes  of  either  parly,  since  all  experience  demonstrates  that  the 
servant  makes  the  greatest  tyrant.  But  as  nearly  as  the  matter  can  be 
analyzed,  those  holding  lucrative  official  stations,  in  the  celebrated  metro- 
politan schools  of  medicine,  or  commanding  stations  in  any  of  the  London 
hospitals,  which  give  the  possessors  both  fame  and  guineas  as  a  thing  of 
course,  are  envied  e.xcessively,  even  to  hatred  that  is  undying,  because 
they  cannot  be  driven  out  of  their  comfortable  quarters.  Were  the  multi- 
tude of  medical  patriots  but  once  seated  in  the  carved  chairs  of  their  full 
fed  and  full  fee'd  brethren,  who  are  anything  but  brotherly,  not  another 
word  would  probably  be  heard  of  shameful  abuses,  surgical  monopolizers, 
poor-house  commissioner  sinners,  &;c.,  unless  it  came  from  the  dispos- 
sessed members.  With  this  view  of  the  much-talked-of  medical  reform 
in  Great  Britain,  we  have  no  sympathies  to  extend,  since  no  one  is  wound- 
ed, though  ihe  fight  has  been  a  long  one.  A  similar  state  of  feeling  is 
beginning  to  be  developed  in  our  own  country  in  relation  to  many  of  the 
profitable,  and  some  of  the  unprofitable,  medical  seminaries  among  us, 
which,  as  the  profession  increases,  will  probably  become  loud  in  iis  de- 
mands for  a  tithe  of  the  loaves  and  fishes;  and  this  will  finally  be  a  call 
for  a  medical  reform,  as  it  is  in  England — when  in  fact  the  truth  is,  the 
clamorous  ones  will  talk  of  public  good,  and  all  the  while  mean  their  own. 


Public  Health  in  Siam. — In  the  closing  part  of  a  communication  from 
Dr.  Bradley,  in  the  Missionary  Herald  of  Apt  il  1st,  dated  at  Bangkok,  Aug. 
24th.  1840,  occurs  the  following  observations  :  "  Our  efTorts  to  meliorate 
the  teniporal  condition  of  this  people  have  probably  operated  powerfully 
to  inspire  the  ignoble  with  confidence  in  us.  The  work  of  inoculating 
for  the  smallpox,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  will  ever  be  remembered 
with  much  gratitude  by  them.  And  our  success  in  vaccinating  during 
the   months  of  February,  March   and  April  last,  has  no  doubt  increased 
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this  confidence.  The  lymph  was  received  from  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  of 
Boston,  by  the  reinforcement.  It  passed  through  fifteen  successive  per- 
sons in  Bangkok,  and  was  then  cut  off  at  once,  about  the  first  of  May,  at 
which  time  there  was  much  thunder,  with  copious  showers  of  rain.  I 
suspect  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  propagate  vaccination 
in  this  climate  during  the  wet  season.  Smallpox  itself  dies  very  nearly 
away  while  thunder  and  rain  are  abundant.  It  annually  begins  to  prevail 
about  the  first  of  the  dry  season,  in  November,  and  continues  to  increase 
in  frequency  and  malignity  until  the  rains  have  thoroughly  set  in."  "  I 
had  almost  forgotten  to  state  that  the  Siamese  reformation  in  opium  is 
yet  in  vigorous  progress,  though  it  is  much  less  noisy  than  last  year." 


Thomsonism  in  the  State  of  New  York. — Through  the  politeness  of 
Dr.  Trowbridge,  Jr.,  of  VVatertown,  N.  Y.,  we  are  put  in  possession  of  a 
part  of  the  minority  report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  Assembly  of  that 
State,  on  the  subject  of  the  petition  of  the  Thomsonians  dwelling  in  that 
Commonwealth.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  school  of  medicine 
mongers  asked  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  medical  practitioners 
whose  authority  is  derived  from  the  Medical  Society.  Their  friends,  to 
the  number  of  thirty-six  thousand,  signed  the  prayer;  but  they  most 
miserably  represented  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  Unfortunately,  the 
official  document  is  too  long  to  be  copied  in  full,  and  short  extracts  would 
be  like  half  a  meal — insufficient  to  satisfy  the  appetite.  There  is  cogency, 
pungency,  and  one  uninterrupted  chain  of  good  conimon  sense  pervading 
the  argument  of  the  report. 


'Non-restraint  of  Lunatics. — Notwithstanding  the  approval  of  all  con- 
siderate, humanely  disposed  managers  of  the  insane,  of  what  is  now  dis- 
tinctly called  the  non-restraint  system,  so  admirable  in  practice  in  this 
country,  a  Rev.  Mr.  Trimmer  has  impeached  it,  as  pursued  in  the  Han- 
well  institution,  and  is,  or  rather  was,  sustained  by  Sir  John  Scott  Lillie, 
another  unknown,  at  a  meeting  of  Middlesex  magistrates,  on  the  11th  of 
February  last.  These  two  men  are  sticklers  for  straight  jackets,  hand- 
cuffs, and,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  cropping  and  brand- 
ing. Great  cry  is  made  about  some  two  or  three  patients  who  found  op- 
portunity for  committing  suicide,  which  tnighl  have  been  prevented  had 
their  hands  and  feet  been  pad-locked  to  an  iron  boh.  This  old  doctrine 
cannot  be  tolerated  here,  even  should  it  be  revived  at  Hanwell. 


Marine  Hospital  at  Providence. — Levi  Wheaton,  M.D.,  has  received 
the  appointment  of  surgeon  to  this  institution.  No  one  has  informed  us 
whether  some  one  has  been  removed  to  make  way  for  Dr.  Wheaton,  or 
not.  This  is  the  only  new  medical  appointment  announced  since  the 
commencement  of  the  new  administration,  although  several  at  one  time 
were  anticipated. 

Royal  Medical  Appointment. — Dr.  Forbes,  editor  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  has  received  the  dignified  appointment  (so  con- 
sidered in  England)  of  physician  in  ordinary  to  her  Majesty's  household. 
Dr.  Forbes  was  but  recently  made  physician  extraordinary  to  H.  R.  H. 
Prince  Albert. 
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Typhis  Fever  in  Edinburgh. — This  disease  was  raging,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  city.  Ail  the  wards  of  the  Koyal  Infirmary 
were  thrown  open  to  them,  and  speedily  filled.  There  were  in  the  in- 
stitution three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  patients,  of  whom  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  had  the  fever.  Large  quantities  of  wine  and  spirit  were 
used  in  the  treatment. 


To  the  Editor. — Dear  Sir, — In  a  note  to  a  case  of  "  Bronchial  Poly- 
pus," in  your  Journal  for  March  31st,  you  state  that  I  saw  the  expec- 
torated matter  and  called  it  "■serum."  So  obvious  an  error  hardly  re- 
quires correction  ;  lymph,  however,  was  the  word  I  used. 

April  10.  KespectfuUy  yours, 

J.  B.  S.  Jackson. 


Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  held  on  Tuesday  the  6ih  inst.,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
unanimously  appointed  to  their  respective  chairs — Drs.  Dunglison,  Huston 
and  Pancoast  being  members  of  the  former  faculty: — Institutes  of  JMedi- 
cine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Dr.  Dunglison  ;  Materia  Medica  and 
General  Therapeutics,  Dr.  Huston  ;  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical 
Anatomy,  Dr.  Pancoast ;  Practice  of  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell  ;  Prac- 
tice of  Surgery,  Dr.  Randolph;  Institutes  of  Surgery,  Dr.  Mutter;  Ob- 
stetrics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr.  Meigs;  Chemistry, 
Dr.  Franklin  Bache. 

To  Correspondents,  &c. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Stedman  and  Graves^ 
in  addition  to  others  before  acknowledged,  will  be  inserted  as  expeditiously  as  the 
limits  of  the  Journal  will  admit. 

The  publisher  takes  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of  subscribers  to  the 
bills  which  have  been  sent  out  in  late  Nos.  of  the  Journal,  or  wliich  may  be  sent 
out  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  All  who  thus  receive  their  bills  will  confer  a 
special  favor  by  forwarding  the  amount  due  through  tiioir  respective  postmasters, 
who,  as  is  well  known,  are  authorized  to  frank  letters  containing  subscription  mo- 
ney for  periodicals. 

Married,— At  Mansfield,  Ct.,  Seldon  C.  Preston,  M.D.,  of  Eastford,  to  Miss 
Marietta  SpofFord,  of  Mansfield.— At  Marshfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Hunt,  to 
Miss  M.  Phillips.— At  Ryegate,  Vt.,  Dr.  Eli  Perry  to  Miss  M.  Hull. 

Died,— At  Waltham,  Mass.,  Urial  Hager,  M.D.,  04.- At  Philadelphia,  Samuel 
Colhoun,  M.D.,  55,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  in  Pennsylvania  Medical  College, 
dean  of  the  faculty  in  that  Institution,  and  formerly  editor  of  the  Medical  Re- 
corder— a  great  public  loss. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  10,  3G.— Males,  18  ;  Females,  18.    Stillborn,  7. 
Of  consumption,  7— old  age,  2— apoplexy,  2— smallpox,  4— dropsy,  2— bronchitis,  1— convulsions,  1 
— tahes  mesenterica,  1 — debility,  1— burn,  1— measles,  4 — casualty,  i— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— croup,  2 
— infantile,  2— scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — ulcers  in  the  bowels,  1— fever,  1. 


A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment— Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  and  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  Sc  Co.,  118  Washington  street.  Aj).  14 

A   PHYSICIAN, 

Who  has  been  in  practice  thirteen  years,  wishing  to  exchange  his  location,  would  like  to  associate,  as 
partner,  with  some  physician  in  extensive  business — or   to  take  the  jilace  of  some  one  about  to  retire 
from  the  active  duties  of  the  profession.    The  editor  may  be  addressed — letters  of  inq[Uiry  post-paid. 
Ap  14— eop6w 
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ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR   THE    TREATMENT    OF    SPINAL    UIS  PORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 

At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.  Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  witli  board  in  the  im- 
mediate ueigliborliood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.U.,  Surgeon. 

Wt"  the  siil>scribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.   B.  Brown's   plan   of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affeciions,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 
John  C.   Warren,  George  Ilay  ward,  Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J   Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries, 
John  Honiaiis,  M.  S.   I'erry,   W.  Cbannins;,  Georire  C.  Slinttuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  Geor^'e  I'arknian,  D.  Hu  npureys  Storer,   George  W.   Otis,  Jr.,  Winslovv  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  II. 
Lane,  Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Uoane,  John  Ware,  George  Barileti,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 
Boston,  April  i4,  1841.  '  tf 

trkmont-stri:i:t  imkdical  scho()[>. 

The  annual  instructions  ol'  tlie  Treniout-slreet  Medical  Scliool,  for  private  pupils,  will  commence  on 
the  first  day  of  aepte  nlier,  consisting  of  lectures  and  examinations  in  the  different  branches  of  pro- 
fessional study — as  follows  : 

A  course  of  Lectures  and  Examinations  on  Anatomy,  in  September  and  October,  by  Dr.  Reynolds, 
preiiaratory  to  llie  Winter  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College. 

A  course  iif  Lectures  on  tlie  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  including  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  by  Dr.  Re.  uolds.  Tliis  coui"se  coiisists  of  one  hundred  lectures,  and  is  continued  nine  months  of 
the  vear  during  the  whole  period  of  pupil  ige.  Stated  e\.aininations  are  made  in  the  above  branches — 
and  private  e^a  ninations,  if  desired,  of  the  giaduating  class. 

Lectures  and  E  va.ninations  in  l'h.>siology  and  I'athology,  with  a  distinct  course  upon  .\uscultation, 
by  Dr.  Hal  nes,  who  will  also  deliver,  if  time  permits,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Surgical  Anatomy  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

A  CO  irse  of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  weekly  examinations 'on  the 
same  branches  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  above  course  is  illustrated  by  practical  mani- 
pulations with  the  manikin.  Arrangenieiits  have  been  made  to  provide  the  pupils  <vilh  obstetric  cases 
as  otlen  as  may  be  necessary  to  fa.niliarise  them  with  this  branch  of  practice. 

The  departments  of  Tiieory  and  Practice  ol  Medicine,  an<l  Materia  Medica,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Bigelow — who  will  visit  the  Hospital  with  the  pupils,  liu- practical  observation  of 
disease,  and  clinical  instruction.  The  exploration  of  the  chest  in  diseases  ot  the  thoracic  organs,  is 
made  the  subject  of  particular  attention  in  ihese  visits. 

Practical  Anatomy  has  aljvays  been  ji  primary  object  in  this  school,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  a  periiianent  supply  of  sulijects  from  November  to  April.  The  teachers  will  avail  themselves  of 
occasional  opportunities  to  show  the  pupils  interesting  cases  in  private  practice— and  operations  in 
Surgery  and  Ojihthal.nic  Disease.  The  pupils  may  attend  dailyou  the  practice  of  the  ph>siciaiis  or 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Convenient  rooms,  light  and  fuel,  are  provided  by  the  instructers. 

JACOB  BIGELOW, 
EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 

Boston.June  2i,\8-iQ.  eplmeop6m  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

LKIJANON    SPIilNCJS. 

The  subscribers  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  chronic  diseases, 
\vherel)v  they  can  avail  thenselves  of  tUf.  jtow  erf ii  I  auxiliari/  afforded  by  the  use  of  the  Lebanon, 
Spring  water,  in  the  fnrm  of  cold,  warm,  vapor  and  shower  bath.  The  Lebanon  water,  in  purity  anti 
temperature,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  famous  Bristol  and  Buxlon  waters,  and  its  remedial 
power  is  well  attested.  JOSEPH   BATES,  Lebanon  Springs. 

August,  184U.  A.  26.— 12t  GUILDS  &  LEE,  PiUffetd. 

I'HIVATK    .MI.DICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  instruclitui,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opportunities  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts .Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  |)raciical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Otis,  No.  «  Chambers  street.     Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  charge. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

RIvI.MPROVF.I)    ROCKINCi    TRUSSES, 

M\NUF\CTi'nEt)  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  IL,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  may  be  oblaiiied  at  this  ollice.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  $4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
sicians who  purchane  to  sell  again.  March  lU. 

VACCINt:    VIRUS. 
Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  prorure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Vinos,  by  reliirn  mail,  on  aildressing  the  Kilitor  of  the  Uoslon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  (liilj.ir,  jioil  puid,  without  wlii(;li  no  letter  will  be  takiMi  from  the  post  ollice.  June  19 

TilE  UO.STDX  MEDICAL  \SD  SURGICAL  J()IMl>i.\L  is  published  every  Wcdnesclay,  by 
I).  CLM'P,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  I'rankllii  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  b» 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Mouthl)  I'arts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  eac-h  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMII'll,  M.D.,  Eilitor.  Price  .S;3,llll  a  year  in  a  Ivaiice,  $3, SO  al^er  three 
mouths,  or  iS  1,0(J  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  lor  $^,fH>  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompaniod  by  payraetjl  in  advance  or  satisfactory  reSar* 
ence.    Postuge  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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INSANITY   IN   KENTUCKY. 

[Coinmunicaled  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  writer  of  a  valuable  article  in  the  North  American  Review  for 
January,  1837,  states,  that  "  Kentucky  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
State  in  the  Union  to  establish,  at  the  expense  and  under  the  control  of  the 
State,  an  asylum  for  pauper  lunatics.  In  the  year  18'24,  a  spacious  and 
commodious  building  was  erected  at  Lexington  for  their  accommoda- 
tion."* We  can  honestly  lay  no  claim  to  the  peculiar  honor  herein  as- 
cribed to  Kentucky.  It  belongs  to  Virginia.  For  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  held  at  Williamsburgh  in  November,  1769,  passed  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  to  an  act.  "  Whereas,  several  persons  of  insane  and 
disordered  minds  have  been  frequently  found  wandering  in  diffei'ent  parts 
of  this  colony,  and  no  certain  provision  having  yet  been  made  either  to- 
wards efiecting  a  cure  of  those,  whose  cases  are  not  become  quite  despe- 
rate, nor  for  restraining  others,  who  may  be  dangerous  to  society,  Be  it 
enacted,  fcc." 

Article  I.  of  the  law  appoints  certain  persons  who  "  are  hereby  con- 
stituted trustees  for  founding  and  establishing  a  public  hospital  for  the  re- 
ception of  such  persons  as  shall  be  sent  thereto,  and  said  trustees  shall  be 
called  the  Court  of  Directors." 

Article  II.  ordains  that  the  said  court  of  directors  purchase  a  piece 
of  ground  not  exceeding  four  acres,  the  most  healthy  in  situation  that  can 
be  procured,  and  as  convenient  as  may  be  to  the  city  of  Williamsburgh, 
and  contract  for  the  building  of  houses  fit  for  the  accommodation  of  disor- 
dered persons,  and  provide  a  proper  keeper  and  matron  of  said  hospital, 
with  necessary  nurses  and  guards,  and,  as  occasion  may  require,  call  in  any 
physicians  or  surgeons  for  the  assistance  and  relief  of  such  poor  patients, 
and  to  provide  all  necessaries  for  their  comfortable  support,"  &;c. 

Article  III.  ordains  that  any  magistrate  within  this  colony  be  required 
to  issue  his  warrant  to  any  sheriff  or  constable,  commanding  him  to  bring 
any  disordered  person  who  nlay  be  going  at  large,  before  him  or  any  other 
magistrate,  and  he  shall  examine  such  person  and  receive  evidence  touch- 
ing his  or  her  insanity  ;  and  if  it  appear  expedient  to  such  magistrates, 
they  forthwith,  by  warrant,  transmit  such  person,  with  or  without  guard, 
as  may  be  necessary,  to  the  public  hospital,  together  with  the  depositions 
and  evidence  of  his  or  her  insanity ;  and  the  court  of  directors  of  the 

*  Vol.  XLIV.,  p.  112. 
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hospital  shall  again  examine  the  case  ;  and  if  such  person  be  a  proper 
subject,  they  shall  enter  his  name,  and  pursue  such  measures  as  the  case 
may  require. 

Article  IV.  ordains  that,  "  If  any  friend  will  give  sufficient  security 
that  proper  care  be  taken  of  such  person,  and  that  he  or  she  shall  be 
prevented  from  going  at  large,  the  magistrates  or  the  court  of  directors 
may  deliver  such  insane  person  to  his  or  her  friend." 

Article  VI.  ordains  "  That  the  treasurer  of  the  colony  be  required  to 
pay,  to  the  court  of  directors,  twelve  hundred  pounds  for  the  land,  build- 
ing, he,  and  for  each  person  removed  to  be  maintained  in  the  hospital, 
any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  pounds." 

Article  VII.  ordains  that  any  person  having  estate  sufficient  for  his  or 
her  support,  and  being  insane,  may  be  received  into  the  hospital  and  sup- 
ported out  of  the  profits  of  his  or  her  estate. 

Article  VIII.  ordains  that  the  court  of  directors  make  such  rules  for 
the  better  government  of  such  [wealthy]  person  according  to  his  or  her 
quality,  and  allowance  to  be  made  out  of  the  estate." 

Article  IX.  ordains  "  That  if  any  person  in  the  hospital  shall  recover 
his  or  her  senses,  so  that  he  or  she  may  be  safely  released,  it  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  court  of  directors  to  discharge  such  person."* 

This,  we  believe,  was  the  first  asylum  for  insane  poor  in  America.  In 
the  list  of  directors  first  appointed,  we  find  the  names  of  the  leading  men 
of  Virginia: — George  Wyethe,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Peyton  Randolph, 
Thomas  Nelson,  &c.  These  show  that  it  was  no  private  nor  mean  un- 
dertaking. The  appropriation  of  twenty-five  pounds  a  year  for  every 
lunatic  in  the  hospital  was  continued  from  time  to  time,  till  after  the  sepa- 
ration of  Kentucky  from  Virginia.  In  1772  the  Assembly  gave  "eight 
hundred  pounds  towards  finishing  the  hospital,  and  making  an  enclosure 
for  the  patients  to  walk  and  take  the  air  in."f 

This  whole  arrangement  seemed  then  to  look  for  the  security  of  the 
public,  and  safe  keeping  of  the  patients.  The  idea  of  cure  was  at  least 
secondary  and  incidental.  The  lunatics  were  to  be  sent  under  the  charge 
of  a  sheriff  or  constable ;  and  in  1772,  ten  pounds  was  allowed  by  the 
Legislature  to  pay  the  public  officer  for  every  lunatic  carried  to  the  hos- 
pital ;  and  in  1789,  another  act  allowed  the  payment  of  two  guards  the 
same  fee  that  guards  receive  for  attending  criminals  to  the  place  of  safety  .J 

Although  this  law,  requiring  all  lunatics  in  the  State  of  Virginia  to  be 
sent  to  this  hospital,  extended  to  the  then  district  of  Kentucky  as  well  as 
the  Old  Dominion,  it  is  not  probable  that  any  patient  was  ever  sent  across 
the  mountains  from  this  region.  The  means  of  communication  were  then 
so  difficult,  for  want  of  roads,  so  laborious,  on  account  of  the  great  dis- 
tance and  absence  of  houses  of  entertainment  on  the  way,  and  so  dan- 
gerous, from  the  hostile  Indians,  that  nothing  but  necessity  or  profit  could 
then  tempt  even  the  healthy  and  bold  to  undertake  the  journey  ;  and 
these  travelled,  in  well-armed  parties,  on  horseback. 

In  1792  this  State  was  separated  from  Virginia,  and  the  laws  of  that 
State  were,  by  the  new  constitution,  continucfl  in  force  in  Kentucky,  until 


-  Henning's  Statutes,  Vol.  VJII.,  p.  378—381.        f  Ibid,  p.  594. 
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others  should  take  then-  place.  The  old  law  respecting  lunatics,  which 
had  hitherto  been  a  dead  letter  here,  was  of  course  now  null  and  void. 
Yet  no  notice  was  taken  of  them  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  until 
December,  1793,  when  a  law  was  passed,  directing  any  court  of  chancery 
to  appoint  a  committee  for  every  person  of  unsound  mind,  who  should 
have  charge  concerning  him,  and  provide  for  his  supj)ort,  restraint  and  safe 
keeping.  If  the  estate  of  the  lunatic  were  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  his  family,  the  cost  of  his  maintenance  should  be  charged  to 
that  estate  ;  but  if  the  estate  were  not  sufficient  for  the  support  of  both 
family  and  lunatic,  or  if  he  had  no  estate,  then  the  court  should  make  or- 
der that  such  sum  should  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.*  Under 
the  administration  of  these  comn)ittees,  economy  and  security  were  the  only 
matters  regarded.  Restoration  to  reason  was  not  expected.  Comfort 
was  too  often  forgotten.  vThe  patients  were  sometimes  put  up  at  auction, 
arid  put  into  the  hands  of  the  lowest  bidder;  and  men,  the  least  fitted  for 
the  difficult  and  responsible  duty,  too  often  were  made  the  guardians  of 
the  insane.  Abuses  multiplied.  So  far  from  curing  this  disease,  cases 
became  more  and  more  troublesome  and  painful.  Nevertheless,  this  sys- 
tem of  committees  and  guardianship  continued  till  1822.  No  notice  was 
taken  of  the  subject  by  any  Governor  or  Legislature,  except  to  make  the 
appropriations  to  pay  the  bills,  till  Gov.  Adair,  in  1820,  urged  upon  the 
Assembly  the  expediency  of  making  some  better  provision  for  the  insane. 
But  nothing  was  then  done  by  that  body.  Again,  in  1821,  he  says, 
"  The  provision  afforded  by  law  for  persons  of  unsoimd  mind,  is  liberal, 
but  ineffectual.  The  subjects  are  unavoidably  so  situated,  as,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  be  destitute  of  proper  discipline  and  regular  medical  attendance. 
They  are  frequently  surrounded  by  the  scenes  and  objects  which  produced 
their  disorder,  and  which  of  all  others  are  worst  adapted  to  'minister  to 
a  mind  diseased,'  exposed  to  the  obtrusive  gaze  of  strangers,  and  sub- 
jected sometimes  to  the  ill-judged  severity  of  those  who  may  have  been 
induced  to  take  charge  of  them  from  motives  of  avarice.  Under  such 
circumstances,  cases  of  partial  derangement  frequently  become  incurable, 
and  the  wretched  victim  is  rendered  a  terror  to  whole  neighborhoods. 
Thus  it  is,  that  the  bounty  of  the  State  is  squandered,  and  the  miseries  of 
its  subjects  aggravated."  "  Much  may  be  done  for  their  comfort — for 
their  recovery,  and  we  are  responsible  for  the  good  which  we  might,  but 
will  not  do."  "  In  a  State  Institution  numbers,  who  might  otherwise  be 
lost  to  their  country  and  their  families,  might  be  restored  to  the  high  and 
active  duties  of  life."  "  I  could  demonstrate  the  cheapness  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  as  a  conclusive  arguinent  for  its  adoption,  instead  of  the 
present  wasteful  and  annually  increasing  expenditure."! 

Again,  in  1822,  the  Governor  urged  the  matter  upon  the  Assembly.  The 
annual  expense  had  increased  from  ,%']83  in  1795,  to  ^15,490  in  1822. 
And  in  the  twenty-eight  years  the  State  had  expended  ^100,855,  and  no 
report  is  made  of  any  cures.  In  1822  there  were  196  pauper  lunatics 
supported  by  the  State,  at  an  average  cost  of  $94,75  each.:j: 

In  December,  of  1822,  the  asylum  was  established  by  law,  the  pream- 

*  Littel  I.,  191.        t  Ky.  House  Journal,  1821.        {  Ibid,  1822. 
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ble  to  which  sets  forth,  that  "  the  consideration  of  publjc  safety,  the  well- 
being  of  society,  prove  the  necessity  of  providing  by  law  for  the  care, 
comfort  and  safe-keeping  of  persons  of  unsound  minds.  A  full  trial  hav- 
ing proved  that  the  present  laws  are  not  calculated  to  aid  in  the  best  man- 
ner the  restoration  of  such  persons,  and  yet  are  found  to  be  enormously 
expensive,  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted,  that  a  lunatic  asylum  shall 
be  established  in  this  State,  near  the  town  of  Lexington."  The  law  ap- 
points certain  commissioners,  who  are  directed  to  purchase  a  lot  of  ground 
of  ten  or  twenty  acres,  and  erect  thereon  buildings  sufficient  for  the  care 
and  safe-keeping  of  two  hundred  lunatics,  having  due  regard  to  their 
comfort  as  well  as  safe-keeping.  They  were  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance, and  plain,  cheap  clothing  of  said  two  hundred  patients,  and  when 
ready,  the  governor  should  issue  proclamation,  calling  all  committees  of 
lunatics  to  send  their  patients  to  the  hospital,  and  all  laws  allowing  sup- 
port for  such  persons  out  of  the  hospital  should  cease.  The  law  appro- 
priated ^'10,000  for  the  above  purposes. 

Another  act,  four  days  after  the  former,  provided  that,  if  any  poor  luna- 
tic or  idiot  should  be  harmless,  and  could  be  safely  kept,  by  any  near  re- 
lation, the  courts  and  committees  might  support  him  as  before  out  of  the 
public  treasury.* 

A  hospital,  already  built  in  Lexington  for  another  purpose,  with  17 
acres  of  ground,  including  a  never-failing  spring  of  water,  was  purchased 
by  the  commissioners.  This  building  is  of  brick,  66  feet  square,  four 
stories  high,  and  contains  25  rooms,  for  the  superintendent,  physician,  and 
the  general  purposes  of  the  hospital.  Subsequently  extensive  wings  have 
been  added  to  the  main  building  on  each  side — and  now  the  whole  pre- 
sents a  front  of  238  feet,  with  lateral  wings  running  62  feet  backward,  at 
right  angles  from  the  end  of  each  front  wing.  Each  front  wing  con- 
tains 16  rooms,  and  each  lateral  wing  32  rooms.  Besides  this  building 
there  is  one  in  the  rear,  20  feet  square,  two  stories  high,  containing  16 
small  cells  for  the  worst  class  of  patients.  In  1839,  eight  acres  more  of 
land  were  purchased,  and  another  building  containing  36  rooms  was  erect- 
ed, at  some  distance  from  the  main  hospital,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  epi- 
demics or  contagion — for,  at  one  time,  the  cholera,  and  at  another  time, 
the  smallpox,  had  made  great  ravages  in  this  institution.! 

The  whole  expense  of  the  establishment  has  been  paid  by  the  State. 
No  other  donations  appear  to  have  been  received,  from  first  to  last.  The  real 
estate  has  cost  ^49,587  ;  furniture,  he,  ^9,900.  The  whole  amount 
of  State  appropriations  in  17  years  has  been  ,^'143,932,  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  the  hospital.  Besides  these  donations  from  the 
State,  private  boarders  have  paid  to  the  hospital  $35,144. 

In  May,  1824,  the  hospital  was  ready,  with  all  the  paraphernalia  of 
hand-cuffs,  shackles,  straight  jackets,  Sic,  for  the  treatment  and  security 
of  the  lunatics,  according  to  the  general  notions  of  the  time.  A  steward 
was  appointed,  with  a  salary  of  {$500  a  year.  A  recent  graduate  was 
appointed  house-physician,  and  the  medical  faculty  of  Transylvania  offer- 
ed their  services  gratuitously  as  consulting  physicians.     The  resident  phy- 

*  Acts  of  Kentucky,  1822.       t  Transylvania  Journal,  II. 
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sician  soon  resigned  ;  a  successor  was  found,  who,  also,  in  a  few  months, 
left  the  hospital.  In  1826  Dr.  Theobald  was  chosen  to  be  the  attending 
physician,  witli  a  salary  of  jff'lSO  a  year,  and  was  required  to  visit  the 
hospital  daily.  In  1829  another  recent  graduate  was  appointed  iiouse- 
phy sician,  clerk  and  apothecary,  and  Dr.  Theobald  was  dismissed  from 
the  office.  At  present,  the  hospital  is  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors in  the  University,  upon  nearly  the  same  conditions  as  Dr.  Theobald 
held  the  office. 

During  the  eight  months  of  the  year  1824,  when  the  hospital  began 
its  operations,  54  lunatics  were  received,  which  were  only  a  little  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  whole  number  supported  by  the  State.  In  the 
whole  17  years,  841  patients  have  been  admitted  to  the  Asylum,  of 
whom  773  belonged  to  Kentucky,  and  68  to  other  States.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  house  for  the  first  14  years  averaged  80  ;  for  the  last  three  years, 
it  has  averaged  about  132.  And  yet  the  last  United  States'  census  gives 
953  insane  and  idiots  in  Kentucky — showing  that  only  about  one  seventh 
of  those  who  should  have  the  benefit  of  this  hospital,  derive  any  advan- 
tage from  it. 

This  Asylum  was  established  when  insanity  was  considered  as  an  act  of 
God,  more  than  other  diseases,  and  generally  past  remedy,  and  therefore 
scarcely  subject  of  medical  treatment.  The  projectors  looked  primarily  to 
security  and  economy,  and  incidentally  to  recovery  of  the  patients.  And, 
without  doubt,  the  Institution  has  fulfilled  all  its  early  promise,  although 
it  has  now  fallen  short  of  accomplishing  the  good  that  more  modern  hos- 
pitals have  done  for  the  insane. 

It  is  under  the  control  of  five  managers,  who  have  the  sole  charge  con- 
cerning it.  These  officers  have  reported  every  winter  to  the  State  Le- 
gislature, of  the  history  and  condition  of  the  Asylum,  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. And  this  Assembly  also  has  annually  sent  a  committee  from 
Frankfort  to  Lexington,  to  examine  personally  the  state  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum.  Their  reports  have  been  general  and  brief,  and  mostly  taken,  at 
second  hand,  from  the  board  of  managers.  The  reports  of  this  body  are 
more  full,  but  far  from  being  complete  and  satisfactory.  They  give  accounts 
of  the  lands,  buildings  and  improvements — of  the  expenses  and  wants 
of  the  Institution.  They  give  tables  of  all  the  patients  in  the  hospital  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  sometimes  of  all  Vv'ho  have  been  in  it  during  the 
year.  They  show  the  number,  date  of  entrance,  form  of  disease,  sex, 
age,  county  or  State  to  which  they  belong,  and  present  condition,  and, 
lastly,  the  deaths  and  discharges.  The  reports  for  the  three  last  years 
have  improved,  and  show,  besides  the  items  above  mentioned,  the  civil 
state,  and  the  manner  of  discharge,  whether  taken  away  by  friends, 
eloped,  or  regular  dismissal  by  authority  of  the  officers,  and  the  condition 
in  which  they  left — stationary,  improved  or  recovered,  and  likewise  the 
diseases  of  which  deaths  have  happened.  But  nothing  is  said  of  the 
cause  of  the  mental  disorder,  nor  of  the  length  of  the  derangement  pre- 
vious to  entrance  into  the  hospital,  save  the  general  summary  of  the  old 
and  recent  cases. 

From  May,  1824,  to  December,  1838,  inclusive,  690  patients  were 
admitted,  including  156  idiots  and  epileptics.     Of  this  whole  number, 
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267  died,*  57  eloped,  244  were  discharged,  and  122  remained  in  the 
Asylum.  During  these  fifteen  years  the  average  number  of  patients  in  the 
house  was  89 J. 

Statistics  for  the  Years  1839  and  1840. 
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Civil  state  for  1839  and  1840.— Males  148— single  109,  widowed 
10,  married  29.     Females  125 — single  55,  widowed  36,  married  34. 

The  most  striking  features  presented  in  these  tables,  are,  the  great  pro- 
portion of  idiots  and  epileptics  received,  and  the  great  number  of  elope- 
ments and  deaths.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  law  per- 
mits those  who  are  not  dangerous,  to  be  maintained,  at  the  public  cost,  at 
their  respective  homes,  provided  that  the  cost  does  not  exceed  the  average 
cost  of  maintenance  in  the  hospital.  Knowing,  also,  that  not  more  than 
a  fourth  part  of  all  the  insane,  in  the  State,  have  been  sent  to  the  Institu- 
tion, we  may  readily  suppose  that  the  troublesome,  uncomfortable  and 
hopeless  would  be  sent  in  greater  proportion,  than  those  who  might  be 
serviceable  or  not  very  inconvenient  to  friends. 

Before,  then,  instituting  a  comparison  of  the  success  and  mortality  in 
this,  with  those  in  other  asylums,  it  is  but  fair  to  deduct  the  number  of 
these  incurables,  and  also  the  43  who  died  of  cholera  in  1833,  from  the 
amount  of  admissions  and  deaths,  and  this  would  leave  only  those  from 
whom  all  hope  of  cure  was  not  cut  off,  and  who  were  only  subject  to  the 
ordinary  chances  of  death.  But  even  this  deduction  would  leave  an  ex- 
traordinary number  of  deaths,  and  a  small  proportion  of  recoveries.  It 
must  also  be  considered,  that  this  Institution  is  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  incurable,  who,  unless  they  elope  or  are  taken  away,  must  die,  in 
course  of  nature,  at  the  hospital. 

The  great  majority  of  deaths  during  the  last  three  years,  were  from 

*  Forty-three  died  of  cholera  in  1833. 
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chronic  diseases,  or  those  which  may  be  the  result  of  old  predisposing 
causes  :  viz.,  atrophy,  22  ;  dysentery,  chronic  and  acute,  16  ;  convulsions, 
10  ;  fits,  S  j  consumption j  9  ;  dropsy,  6  ;  old  aj^c,  4  ;  apoplexy,  4  ;  asthma, 
1  ;  uterine,  1.  Besides  these,  were — fever,  10;  smallpox,  4  ;  inflamma- 
tion, 3  ;  accident,  1. 

The  ages  of  these  were — 60  vears  and  over,  8  ;  50  to  60,  10  ;  40  to 
50,  25 ;  30  to  40,  27  ;  20  to  30,  26  ;  under  20,  3.  The  average  ages 
of  these  were  39  years  and  7  months,  which  is  nearly  the  average  length 
of  life  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  The  average  residence  at  the  Hospital 
of  those  who  died  in  the  years  1833,  39  and  40,  was  2  years  and  7 
months. 

The  poor  of  the  western  country  are  not  so  healthy  and  robust  as  at 
the  east.  They  are  not  so  comfortably  housed.  They  live  in  log  cabins 
and  in  loose  dwellings.  Their  diet  is  not  so  well  selected.  They  lead  a 
more  irregular  life.  They  are,  by  the  climate,  exposed  to  diseases  that 
impair  the  constitution.  Intermittent  and  bilious  fevers,  diarrhoeas  and 
dysentery,  leave  many  of  them  less  able  to  resist  the  disorders  that  may 
accompany  insanity.  Their  habits  are  more  restless  than  those  of  your 
people;  they  are  more  prone  to  wander;  they  bear  less  restraint ;  the  do- 
mestic and  social  discipline  is  less  regular  and  exact.  Hence,  among  the 
insane,  there  is  more  inclination  to  rove  about.  They  are  impatient  of 
the  confinement  of  the  Hospital,  and  they  elope  when  opportunity  offers. 
The  Asylum  is  not  well  enclosed — only  a  part  of  the  grounds  being  sur- 
rounded by  a  sufficient  brick  wall,  the  rest  by  a  plank  fence. 

The  treatment  of  the  patients  is  suited  to  the  varieties  of  the  cases,  and 
"  adapted  to  meet  the  particular  morbid  symptoms  of  each  individual ;" 
for  which  no  general  rule  can  be  given,  except  the  good  judgment  of  the 
examining  physician.  Labor  is  one  of  the  moral  means — but,  for  want 
of  sufficient  grounds  and  shops,  it  is  of  comparatively  little  service.  All 
the  garden  vegetables  are  raised  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  by  the 
hands  of  the  patients  ;  all  the  clothing  is  made  up  by  the  females  in  the 
house  ;  and  most  of  the  domestic  service,  of  the  kitchen  and  chambers, 
and  the  nursing,  are  ])erformed  by  the  quiet  and  convalescent  women. 
And  yet  only  11,  according  to  the  last  report,  were  at  work;  and  with 
one  exception,  all  of  these  had  been  in  the  Hospital  upwards  of  two  years. 
Probably  there  is  some  error  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

This  Asylum  has  not  had  the  advantage  of  an  experienced  physician, 
who  should  reside  in  the  house  and  give  his  whole  undivided  attention  to 
the  insane.  It  is  yet  to  be  hoped  that  the  liberality  of  the  State  will 
supply  this  deficiency,  and  then  the  Institution  may  hope  to  be  as  success- 
ful as  those  in  other  States. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  March  17,  1841. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL.— SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY    J.   C.   WARREN,    M.D. 

REPORTED     BY     S.    PARKMAN,    M.D. 

Thyrocele. — This  patient,  an  unmarried  female,  aet.  27,  born  about  forty- 
five  miles  south-west  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  she  has  always  resided   till 
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within  five  years,  since  when  she  has  hved  in  Leicester,  Mass.,  noticed,  about 
the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  the  appearance  of  a  small  tumor  on  the 
right  side  of  trachea,  about  midway  between  sternum  and  hyoid  bone. 
Its  appearance  was  unattended  by  any  circumstances  assignable  as  a 
cause,  and  it  remained  stationary  for  about  three  or  four  years  without 
causing  any  inconvenience.  After  this  period  of  time  it  began  slowly  to 
increase,  causing  some  impediment  to  respiration,  esj)ecially  after  exercise, 
but  never  sufficient  to  interfere  with  her  ordinary  house-work.  Within 
the  last  three  years,  however,  it  has  increased  more  rapidly,  with  propor- 
tionate impediment  to  respiration.  About  two  years  since,  the  tincture  of 
iodine  was  employed  for  about  three  weeks,  but  without  any  notable  in- 
fluence. She  is  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  similar  tumor  among 
her  relations  or  townspeople. 

She  entered  the  Hospital  March  15th,  1841,  and  although  the  counte- 
nance is  sallow,  she  bears  no  marks  of  decided  ill  health.  The  respiration 
is  hurried  and  attended  with  a  tubular  sound,  and  she  speaks  with  an 
evident  effort,  of  which  she  is  herself  conscious  ;  there  is  a  slight  tremu- 
lous, pulsatory  movement  of  the  light  kerchief  she  wears  to  conceal  the 
deformity.  The  pulse  are  120  when  at  rest,  raised  to  140 — 160  when 
exerting  herself  in  standing.  Her  appetite  is  good,  and  she  considers  her- 
self to  suffer  from  the  disease  only  as  far  as  it  is  an  impediment  to  respira- 
tion and  consequently  to  exertion  of  any  kind.  The  catamenial  function 
has  been  regular  since  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Upon  examination,  there  is  presented,  upon  the  front  of  the  neck,  a  tu- 
mor covering  the  whole  of  the  trachea,  and  spreading  out  upon  each  side 
of  the  neck,  rising  somewhat  higher  upon  the  sides  than  upon  the  front ; 
its  transverse  diameter  being  about  nine  inches,  its  perpendicular  four,  and 
its  thickness  say  one  and  a  half  inch.  The  integuments  are  loose,  and  not 
marked  by  any  enlarged  veins.  Examined  by  the  touch,  it  appears  di- 
vided into  two  lobes  of  about  equal  size,  by  a  sulcus  extending  diagonally 
across  from  left  to  right,  above  downwards — this  sulcus  lying  in  such  a  di- 
rection as  to  allow  the  larynx  to  be  felt  between  the  lobes.  Each  of 
these  lobes  is  composed  of  two  or  three  lobules,  the  divisions,  however, 
being  less  distinct ;  the  edges  of  the  tumor  are  rounded  and  well  defined  ; 
it  is  closely  adherent  to  the  trachea,  ascending  and  descending  with  it  in 
the  movements  of  deglutition.  Each  lobule  is  firm  in  consistence,  and 
without  fluctuation.  The  sterno-mastoid  muscles  are  pushed  from  their 
situations  by  the  tumor  passing  under  them,  but  they  are  so  attenuated  as 
hardly^to  be  defined.  On  the  right  side,  the  carotid  artery  is  pushed  from 
its  normal  situation,  so  as  to  encircle  that  part  of  the  tumor,  and  appearing 
quite  superficial  from  being  forced  forward  by  tlie  insinuation  of  the  tumor 
between  it  and  the  trachea.  Its  calibre  is  felt  enlarged  to  the  size  of  the 
middle  finger,  and  its  pulsations  are  very  vigorous  and  attended  with  a 
thrill.  The  superior  thyroid  artery  of  this  side  is  also  felt  entering  the 
tumor  superiorly,  and  likewise  enlarged.  On  the  left,  the  artery  does  not 
appear  displaced,  although  it  can  be  felt  pulsating  near  and  under  the 
edge  of  the  tumor.  There  is  a  manifest  shock  communicated  to  the 
whole  tumor  from  its  proximity  to  the  arteries. 

Hemarks  by  Dr.  Warren. — This  is  a  peculiarly  interesting  case.     The 
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patient  is  in  tolerable  liealtli,  and  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  has  a  local 
affection,  which  will  probably  prove  fatal,  unless  arrested  or  removed. 
The  tumor  already  compresses  tlie  trachea,  interiu|)ts  the  passage  of  air 
through  it,  and  causes  a  whistling  noise  in  exj)iration  from  the  narrowing 
of  the  air  tube. 

This  tumor  is  an  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland — an  organ  whose 
use  is  unknown,  but  which,  from  its  great  vascularity  and  cellular  struc- 
ture, probably  generates  some  fluid  necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  ani- 
mal economy.  We  cannot  discover  the  influence  on  the  healthy  func- 
tions caused  by  a  change  in  the  organization  of  this  body.  But  1  iiave 
never  seen  a  healthy  looking  person,  wlio  had  suffered  a  considerable  en- 
largement. Operations  upon  it,  even  of  a  slight  character,  sometimes 
produce  great  constitutional  disturbance.  The  lungs  seem  to  be  more  dis- 
turbed in  this  case  than  other  organs.  I  have  known  the  passage  of  a 
small  seton  through  an  encysted  thyroid,  followed  by  fatal  pulmonary 
inflammation. 

The  forms  of  disease  in  the  thyroid  gland,  which  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  notice,  are  the  following  : — 

1.  Goitre.  A  smooth,  uniform,  elastic  enlargement  of  the  gland, 
without  induration.  It  occurs  principally  in  the  interior  country,  espe- 
cially upon  the  great  rivers,  and  is  often  i-educed  by  the  residence  of 
a  few  weeks  upon  the  sea-coast. 

2.  An  indolent,  indurated  enlargement — not  malignant — producing  dis- 
turbance by  pressure  on  the  trachea,  bloodvessels  and  nerves.  In  two 
such,  where  one  lobe  of  the  gland  only  was  enlarged,  I  have  removed  it 
without  severe  consecutive  symptoms. 

3.  Encysted  thyroid.  A  smooth,  rounded,  lobulated  tumor,  containing 
blood  or  bloody  seiaim.  The  fluid  is  contained  in  one  or  more  sacs, 
formed  in  the  cells  of  the  gland,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  the 
fibrous  partitions  of  the  gland.  This  disease  is  not  malignant.  I  ope- 
rated on  two  such  cases  last  year.  The  fluid  was  drawn  repeatedly  by 
the  trochar  and  canula.  It  was  sometimes  blood,  sometimes  colored 
serum,  and  at  last  pus.  When  it  consisted  of  blood,  the  discharge  con- 
tinued after  the  fluid  first  contained  had  been  removed,  and  required  care- 
ful plugging,  or  sewing  the  aperture  made  by  the  trochar.  In  both  of 
these  cases  I  ultimately  passed  setons.  In  the  first,  the  tumor  was  very 
much  diminished,  became  pendulous,  and  I  was  willing  to  extirpate  it.  In 
the  other,  as  already  stated,  inflammation  of  the  lungs  occurred,  and  the 
patient,  an  unhealthy  female,  aged  35,  died  a  few  days  after. 

4.  Aneurismal  thyroid.  This  is  characterized  by  an  extraordinary  de- 
velopment of  the  carotid  and  thyroid  arteries.  That  of  the  former  exists 
in  the  case  described  here  ;  that  of  the  latter  occurred  in  the  first  case  re- 
lated under  the  third  head.  The  thyroid  arteries  were  enlarged  to  the 
size  of  crowquills  ;  all  four  could  be  distinctly  felt  through  the  skin,  and 
might  have  been  readily  tied.  This  species  is  dangerous  to  operate  upon, 
from  the  disposition  to  hemorrhage,  both  primary  and  secondary. 

5.  Scirrhous  thyroid.  This  is  quite  rare.  It  is  a  hard,  knotted  tumor, 
painful,  growing  to  a  large  size,  cannot  be  operated  upon,  and  is  surely 
fatal.     Fungoid  disease  in  the  thyroid  gland  1  have  never  met  with. 
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The  case  related  here,  is  a  mixed  case.  It  is  an  indolent,  indurated, 
lobulated  enlargement,  accomjDanied  with  an  aneurismal  state  of  the  right 
carotid,  which  has  three  or  four  times  its  natural  size.  An  extraordinary 
vibration  is  felt  in  this  artery,  which  extends  to  the  heart,  producing  the 
same  phenomenon  in  this  organ,  and  which  extends  over  the  whole  body, 
producing  a  pulse  of  120  in  the  horizontal  posture.  The  extirpation  of 
such  a  tumor  would  be  followed  by  enormous  hemorrhages,  both  primary 
and  secondary. 

The  result  of  a  consultation  with  Drs.  Hayward,  Townsend,  Jeffries  and 
Holmes,  was  that  this  tuuior  ought  not  to  be  extirpated  by  an  operation. 
What  course  should  be  pursued  in  this  case?  The  disease  is  progressive, 
and  the  patient  is  anxious  for  its  removal.  Remedies,  as  iodine,  exter- 
nally and  intei'nally,  have  been  assiduously  employed  since  her  entrance, 
and  produce  no  influence.  Could  it  be  removed  by  detachments,  either 
by  the  knife  or  ligature?  Should  it  be  treated  by  caustics  or  setons  ?  or 
should  the  carotid  artery  be  tied  ?  These  questions  must  be  answered 
hereafter.     In  the  mean  time  the  treatment  by  iodine  is  continued. 


CASE  OF    UTERINE  POLYPUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  case  of  mola,  which  came  under  my  obser- 
vation some  time  since,  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of  your  readers. 

Mrs.  G was  confined  with  her  first  child  on  the  21st  of  January, 

1841,  after  a  pretty  severe  labor  under  my  superintendence.  January 
23d  I  called  to  see  her,  and  found  her  as  comfortable  as  was  expected. 
She  continued  gaining  until  the  31st,  when  by  overdoing  and  taking  cold, 
as  she  said,  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  two  or  three  days,  during  which 
time  I  called  to  see  her.  I  found  her  complaining  of  pain  in  the  head 
and  across  the  pelvic  region  ;  bowels  costive,  pulse  90,  and  tongue  slightly 
coated.  Resorted  to  venesection  ;  administered  cathartic,  Dover's  powder 
and  spts.  nitre  dulc. ;  ordered  fomentations  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen, 
&ic.  She  soon  recovered,  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  her  until  the  even- 
ing of  Feb.  6lh,  when  I  was  summoned  to  her  bed-side  in  haste,  by  her 
husband.  I  found  her  laboring  under  severe  uterine  hemorrhage,  accom- 
panied with  regular  uterine  contractions.  The  patient  was  very  much  re- 
duced in  consequence  of  profuse  sanguineous  evacuations.  By  the  free  in- 
ternal use  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  secale  cornutum,  Sic,  and  cold  external 
applications,  the  hemorrhage  was  partially  arrested  ;  it  however  frequently 
recurred  during  the  night  and  following  day,  until  about  6  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  the  pains  recurred  more  frequently  and  forcibly  than  previously. 
About  half  past  6  o'clock,  there  was  expelled  a  carneous  substance, 
about  as  large  as  a  medium-sized  pear,  and  somewhat  of  the  same  shape, 
weighing  seven  ounces,  smooth  on  the  surface  except  at  the  apex,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been  attached  to  the  uterus.  On  cutting 
into  it  with  a  scalpel,  1  found  it  to  be  about  as  hard  as  common  muscle. 
There  were  but  few  bloodvessels  in  it,  and  these  mostly  near  the  surface. 
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On  the  expulsion  of  this  mola,  the  hemorrhage  ccascrl,  and  the  patient 
recovered  slowly,  but  steadily. 

Queries. — Was  this  polypus  a  blighted  foetus?  and  if  so,  had  it  re- 
mained within  the  ulerug  during  the  whole  period  of  utero-gestation?  Or 
was  it  consequent  on  su perforation  ?  Or  was  it  organized  coagula,  form- 
ed subsequent  to  parturition  ?  A.  B.  Edmonds. 

Navarino,  iV,  Y.,  March  \6th,  1841. 


ALLOPATHY    VS.   HOMCEOPATHY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Samuel  Anderson,  eet.  28,  had  yellow  fever,  five  months  ago,  while  on 
the  coast  of  Sumatra — recovered  from  the  attack,  but  way.  left  with  a 
dropsical  state  of  the  body,  attended  by  extreme  paleness  of  the  skin, 
tongue,  lips,  Sec. — had  a  frequent  and  hard  cough,  a  wave-like,  feeble  and 
fluttering  pulse.  With  these  symptoms  patient  presented,  on  admission  to 
the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  March  12th,  a  cadaveric  appearance — be- 
came listless,  would  not  reply  to  questions,  and  was  at  times  delirious. 
Quinine  in  small  doses  was  administered  on  his  entrance.  The  cough  as- 
suming a  severe  character,  the  quinine  was  omitted,  and  a  cough  mixture 
directed.  Five  days  from  entrance  this  mixture  was  discontinued,  and  25 
pills,  each  containing  one  grain  of  sulph.  quinine  and  one  grain  of  sulph. 
of  iron,  were  placed  on  patient's  table,  with  the  direction  that  a  single 
pill  should  be  given  him  every  third  hour.  During  the  afternoon  and  suc- 
ceeding night  patient  '-'helped  himself"  to  the  wiiole  number  of  pills  made 
up  for  him,  and  in  the  morning  sent  for  more.  At  this  time  he  complain- 
ed only  of  slight  pain  in  the  abdomen.  Demulcents  were  ordered  him, 
and  a  strict  watch  directed  to  be  kept  of  any  untoward  symptom  that 
might  arise.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen  soon  subsided,  and  by  the  aid  of 
medicine  a  good  discharge  from  the  bowels  was  effected  on  the  following 
day.  The  pills,  as  above  ordered,  were  continued,  but  with  more  care  in 
their  administration.  From  this  time  the  progress  of  patient's  recovery 
was  rapid  ;  and  on  the  5th  of  April  he  was  discharged  well,  with  a  ruddy 
complexion,  and  strength  sufficient  to  enable  him  "to  go  aboard." 

The  following  extracts  from  my  note-book  may  not  be  uninteresting  in 
their  connection  with  the  foregoing  case. 

"Sept.  6th,  1831. — During  a  call  made  this  day  on  the  venerable 
Dr.  Fisher,  of  Beverly,  he  spoke  of  his  use  of  opium  in  large  doses.  In 
the  case  of  a  girl  afflicted  with  severe  spasms,  the  nature  of  which  he  did 
not  disclose,  he  administered  70  grains  of  opium — '  best  Turkey ' — at  a 
single  dose ;  and  this  was  repeated  for  months,  as  often  as  the  spasms  re- 
curred. They  were  not,  as  Dr.  F.  remarked,  to  be  controlled  by  any 
other  medicine.  These  spasms  became  gradually  less  severe,  and  the 
large  doses  of  opium  were  as  gradually  diminished,  till  at  length  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

"  Another  case  Dr.  F.  relates  of  a  patient  with  cholera,  to  whom,  when 
to  all  appearance  dying,  whose  countenance  was  most  pallid,  features 
sunken,  muscles  all  relaxed,  respiration  and  pulse  nearly  extinct,  he  gave 
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60  grains  of  opium.  Immediate  vomiting  took  place  ;  about  10  grains  of 
tlie  drug,  as  Dr.  F.  supposes,  were  thrown  up,  and  the  patient  quickly 
revived  ;  and  from  that  moment  his  cure  steadily  progressed." 

Chelsea,  April  1,  1841.  .      C.  H.  Stedman. 
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MEDICAL   MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  OF   CHINA. 

A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  Boston  iledical  Association  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  of  last  week,  of  which  Dr.  Biijeiow  was  Chairman,  and 
Dr.  J.  B.  Gregerson  Secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  statements  from 
the  Key.  Peter  Parker,  M.D.,  respecting  the  condition  and  prospect?  of  the 
hospitals  of  China.  Having  been  familiar  with  the  fame  of  the  gentle- 
man, through  various  missionary  and  other  benevolent  publications,  we 
were  fully  prepared  to  be  both  entertained  and  enhghtened.  Dr.  Parker, 
it  seems,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  educated,  medically,  at  New  Haven, 
and  weni  abroad  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in 
1834.  In  1S35,  a  hospital  for  the  gratuitous  medical  relief  of  the  Chinese 
was  established  at  Canton,  and  subsequently  one  at  i\lacao.  The  rich  and 
poor  have  alike  received  the  advantages  of  the  institutions. 

That  the  Chinese  are  more  ignorant  of  medicine  and  surgery  than  of 
most  other  things  which  confer  direct  physical  benefit  on  the  race,  will  not  be 
questioned  by  those  who  have  the  leisure  to  investigate  the  present  condi- 
tion of  either,  as  practised  by  them.  In  the  eleventh  century,  Partou,  the 
Celsus  of  China,  who  was  beheaded  for  the  horrible  act  of  trepanning,  or 
the  proposition  to  trepan,  a  certain  great  dignitary,  evidently  had  made 
bold  and  useful  advances,  but  nearly  all  that  is  now  known  of  him  is 
through  tradition.  At  present,  there  is  neither  study,  dissection  of  hu- 
man bodies,  nor  svstematic  scientific  instruction  in  any  department  of 
medicine.  When  a  person  dies  who  has  been  successful  with  his  nos- 
trum, the  secret  is  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  does  the  best  he  can 
with  them.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  Chinese  have  no  confidence 
in  such  practitioners.  Knavery  and  quackery,  of  the  most  ingenious  and 
yet  of  the  most  absurd  character — so  glaringly  deceptive,  that  it  seems 
strange  indeed  that  the  true  object  is  not  suspected  and  repudiated  by  all 
intelligent  people — stare  the  traveller  in  the  face  in  the  streets.  For 
example,  a  man  who  draws  teeth,  strings  them  together,  and  allows  them 
to  hang  from  his  horse's  head  to  the  ground,  the  evidences  of  his  skill  and 
extensive  practice.  Another  deals  altogether  in  plaisters — which,  after 
being  worn,  are  returned  ;  and  Dr.  Parker  has  seen  a  shop  covered  with 
them,  the  most  incontrovertible  of  all  testimony  of  the  high  repute  of  the 
doctor  who  has  them  at  his  disposal.  Dr.  Parker  once  passed  a  man  with 
his  whillowed  finger  thrust  into  the  abdomen  of  a  frog — the  poor  writhing 
reptile  being  tied  on  to  cure  the  disease.  This  was  a  celestial  prescription 
from  a  native  of  the  celestial  empire.  In  the  case  of  a  drowned  child,  in- 
stead of  endeavoring  to  re-establish  the  functions  of  the  lungs,  the  rectum 
was  inflated  with   a  quill.     The  wife  of  a  hong  merchant,  after  confine- 
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ment,  had  constipation — and  for  the  purpose  of  removing^  accumulations 
in  the  lower  bowel,  a  native  physician  sent  to  the  hospital  to  borrow  an 
instrument  "  someihhig  like  a  corkscrew  to  bring  it  aioay."  Half  an 
ounce  of  castor  oil  restored  the  lady  to  health. 

There  is  deplorable  ignorance  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eyes. 
Wliat  can  be  worse  than  blowing  in  powders !  But  we  cannot  enlarge 
on  the  cruelties  growing  out  of  positive  ignorance.  No  class  of  practi- 
tioners in  the  world  attach  so  much  importance  to  the  pulse,  as  the  Chi- 
nese. They  feel  the  whole  length  of  the  arm,  and  minutely  recognize  the 
variations  for  every  half  inch,  if  such  exist,  which  is  indeed  problematical. 

Smallpox  is  one  of  the  long-established  scourges  of  China,  carrying  o(f 
immense  numbers.  Dr.  Alexander  Peirson  hr?>t  introduced  vaccination, 
many  years  ago,  which  has  been  principally  kept  up  for  thirty  years  by  a 
native,  now  about  sixty  years  of  age,  who  supposes  that  he  has  vaccinated 
at  least  a  million  persons  himself.  From  other  sources,  however,  we 
know  that  the  practice  is  almost  confined  to  Canton  and  the  neighborhood 
of  the  foreign  factories. 

Of  all  the  maladies  to  which  the  Chinese  are  predisposed,  tumors  and 
blindness  are  the  most  numerous.  Drawings  were  exhibited  to  illustrate 
Dr.  Parker's  narrative  of  his  operations  for  the  removal  of  some  of  the 
former,  altogether  remarkable  for  size :  they  were  truly  Cyclopean.  He 
removed  one,  successfully,  from  the  nates  of  a  little  girl,  that  would  startle 
the  surgeons  in  this  part  of  the  world,  with  all  their  tact  and  science. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Chinese  are  not 
much  more  excitable  than  an  oyster,  and  consequently  nothing  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  those  severe  inflammations  and  that  nervous  irritability 
which  often  defeat  the  best  surgical  endeavors  in  this  country  and  Europe. 
Dr.  Parker  has  operated  sixteen  times  for  cataract  in  a  single  day  !  Surely 
there  can  be  no  excuse  for  not  being  an  expert  oculist,  and  probably 
without  making  the  mortifying  acknowledgment  that  he  had  spoiled  "  a 
hat  full  of  eyes,""  as  Baron  Wendell  did,  before  he  understood  how  to 
operate. 

The  main  object  which  Dr.  Parker  has  in  view,  in  re-visiting  the  United 
States,  is  to  interest  the  benevolent  to  raise  funds  for  sustaining  the  hos- 
pitals now  in  being.  The  average  annual  expense  is  not  far  from  $2000. 
At  Macao  an  edifice,  with  spacious  grounds,  which  originally  cost  S20,000, 
has  been  secured  for  S5000,  which  will  comfortably  accommodate  200  in- 
door patients.  Already,  it  is  supposed  that  8000  persons  have  received 
medical  aid  since  the  establishment  of  this  important  charity.  Of  the 
claims  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  moral  and  scientific  qualifications  of 
Dr.  Parker  to  conduct  the  establishment,  there  is  no  necessity  for  speak- 
ing— they  are  admitted  by  all,  without  a  reservation  of  any  kind.  The 
resolutions  of  the  Boston  Association  sufficiently  evince  the  confidence  the 
members  repose  in  the  ability,  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  Dr.  Parker, 
all  of  which  may  hereafter  be  enlarged  upon  with  reference  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  object  as  a  means  of  extending  the  blessings  of  Christianity 
through  the  vast  but  benighted  empire  of  heathen  China.  The  following 
are  the  resolutions  : — 

1.  That  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued  in  China  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  Parker,  M.D.,  as  a  Christian  Missionary,  merit  the  highest  commen- 
dation, as  exhibiting  to  the  Chinese  a  compliance  with  the  great  law  of 
love,  which  distinguishes  the  Christian  religion. 

2.  That  the  course  pursued  by  Dr.  Parker  is  to  be  commended  for  its 
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prospective,  as  well  as  immediate  eifects,  inasmuch  as,  while  he  has  afford- 
ed relief  to  the  sick  and  .sutferino-,  the  treatment  of  them  has  been  made 
to  furnish  instruction  to  native  Chinese,  by  whom  a  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery  may  be  rendered  more  extensively  useful  among  their 
numerous  countrymen. 

3.  The  disinterestedness  and  personal  sacrifices  of  a  missionary,  who 
banishes  himself  from  his  own  country,  as  Dr.  Parker  has  done,  to  labor 
in  a  foreign  land,  add  very  much  to  the  interest  which  the  objects  of  his 
pursuit  are  well  calculated  to  inspire. 

4.  That  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  a  continuation  of  the  labors  of 
Dr.  Parker,  with  those  of  such  coadjutors  as  may  be  joined  to  him,  are 
so  manifest  and  practical,  and  the  prospects  opening  from  them  promise 
so  much  benefit  to  the  mercantile  intercourse  of  our  countrymen,  as  well 
as  to  the  Chinese  nation,  that  his  plans  must  undoubtedly  obtain  the  sup- 
port of  our  citizens,  if  they  can  be  brought  distinctly  before  them. 

5.  That,  accordingl)',  this  Association  invite  the  attention  of  men  of  pro- 
perty to  the  medical  establishments  in  China,  and  earnestly  recommend 
that  they  should  furnish  such  assistance  as  shall  give  a  permanent  main- 
tenance to  these  establishments. 

6.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consult  with  any  persons  who  may 
take  an  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  medical  establishments  in  China,  and 
to  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  thein  expedient,  to  obtain  the  aid 
required. 

It  was  voted  that  Drs.  Jackson,  Warren,  Shattuck,  Hooper  and  Bow- 
ditch,  be  a  cosnmittee  to  carry  into  effect  the  sixth  resolution. 

The  following-named  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  publishing  the  resolutions: — James  Jackson,  John  C.  Warren, 
George  C.  Shattuck,  Waller  Channing,  Edward  Reynolds,  Solomon 
Townsend,  George  Hayward,  John  Jeffries,  Enoch  Hale,  Woodbridge 
Strong,  John  B.  S.  Jackson,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  John  Ware. 


Observations  on  Ergot. — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  the  well  known  professor  of 
Materia  Medica,  &c-..,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  read  a 
paper  on  ergot,  h  may  in  fact  be  called  an  essay  on  the  abuse  of  ergot, 
since  he  endeavors  to  show  that  it  has  been  an  engine  of  destruction  from 
the  day  of  it^  iniroduclion  into  practice.  Of  its  specific  action  on  the 
uterus,  not  a  doubt  is  entertained  :  he  brings  an  abundance  of  evidence, 
from  unquestionable  authority,  to  prove  that  abortion  may  be  produced  by 
ergot  in  any  stage  of  pregnancy.  So  far  as  experiments  have  been  made 
upon  brutes,  the  specific  effects  are  unvarying.  This,  therefore,  being  ad- 
mitted, Tiw  Beck  next  inquires  into  its  utility  in  practice.  The  conclusion 
of  the  argument  is,  that  it  is  positively  injurious — always  to  ihe  child,  if 
not  to  the  mother,  when  prescribed  with  a  view  of  quickening  the  muscu- 
lar power  and  activity  of  the  uterus.  This  publication  has  produced  a 
new  train  of  thoughts  upon  this  subject.  If  any  one  can  cont^ute  Dr. 
Beck,  he  is  bound  to  do  so.  Ergot  mu«l  be  wholly  and  forever  abandoned, 
or  must  be  freely  used.  Dr.  Beck,  by  a  collection  of  irresistible  facts,  ap- 
peals both  to  the  conscience  and  the  understanding.  There  is  much  more 
to  be  said  on  this  grave  topic. 

Library  of  Practical  Medicine. — The  fourth  volume  is  ready  for  sale,  by 
those  enterprising  publishers,  Messrs.   Lea  and  Blanchard,  with  a  multi- 
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tude  of  notes  and  valuable  suggestions  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  the  American 
editor.  In  the  preface  to  the  volume  before  us,  occur  the  following  ob- 
servations. "  The  fourth  volume  of  the  Library  covers  a  more  extensive 
field  than  those  which  preceded  it,  and  includes  subjects  which  have  not 
as  close  a  relation  to  eai-h  other.  There  are,  in  fact,  three  distinct  series 
of  articles,  each  of  which  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  constitute 
a  volume.  The  first  and  last  series  relate  to  diseases  of  the  digestive  and 
uterine  organs,  and  are  condensed  and  excellent  treatises."  To  all  this 
we  fully  subscribe,  knowing  full  well  that  no  person  can  study  Dr.  Twee- 
die's  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  without  feeling  that  the  volumes  are 
not  surpassed  in  any  language.  Drs.  Jay,  Symonds,  Thompson,  Christi- 
son  and  Simpson,  are  the  leading  writers  in  the  fourth  volume.  We 
again  urge  upon  the  friends  of  medical  science  and  literature,  the  sterling 
claims  of  this  admirable  work. 


Collection  of  Mental  Philosophy  with  Medicine. — Such  is  the  title  of 
an  essay  by  Nathan  Allen,  M.D.,  editor  of  the  American  Phrenological 
Journal,  published  at  Philadelphia.  It  was  presented  by  the  author  to 
the  faculty  of  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  March  Lst,  1S41,  as  an  in- 
augural thesis  for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine.  A  press  of  commu- 
nications and  books  totally  forbids  such  a  notice  of  Dr.  Allen's  pamphlet, 
this  week,  as  the  subject  demands. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Boston. — In  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Journal, 
there  is  an  able  and  uncommonly  valuable  statistical  paper,  of  32  pages,  by 
our  friend  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  which  is  also  necessarily  passed  over 
the  present  week,  without  receiving  that  notice  which  its  high  character 
demands. 


Dr.  Jules  Guerin. — Dr.  J.  B.  Brown,  of  the  Orthopedic  Institution, 
Belknap  street,  has  kindly  sent  for  our  use  a  recent  pamphlet,  entitled 
"  Memoire  sur  I'intervention  de  la  pression  atmospherique  dans  le  me- 
canisme  des  exhalations  sereuses,"  &c.,  by  Dr.  Guerin,  of  Paris,  from 
which  extracts  will  hereafter  be  made.  Dr.  Brow^n  says  it  contains  much 
that  is  novel,  and  that  the  author  is  a  most  untiring  investigator. 


Insanity  in  Kentucky. — The  first  article  in  to-day's  Journal,  by  an  es- 
teemed western  correspondent,  is  one  of  much  interest.  The  great  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made,  the  last  ten  years,  in  the  provisions  for  the 
insane  and  their  treatment,  renders  any  account  of  what  was  thought  and 
done  upon  the  subject  in  olden  time  particularly  interesting.  Our  corres- 
pondent has  therefore  done  good  service  by  collecting  with  much  care  all 
that  was  attainable  relating  to  the  first  public  efibrts  made  in  this  country  in 
behalf  of  this  large  and  most  unfortunate  class  of  sufferers. 

Dfed.— At  Watervliet,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  John  G.  Van  Zandt,  (aJr!.— At  Coeymans,  N. 
Y.,  Dr.  Jesse  Smith,  62. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  17,  2.5.— Males,  16  ;  Femiiles,  9.    Stillborn,  2. 

or  consumption,  2— cholera  morbus,  1— intemperance,  2— lun?  fever,  4 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — 
measles,  8 — smallpox,  2— child  bed,  1 — debility,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — marasmus,  1. 
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Censors'  Meeting. — There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District,  at  the  house 
of  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  21st  of  May,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
A  21— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES, 

Secretary  of  Censors. 
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ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR   THE    TREATMENT    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 
At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.    Patients  Iroin  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan   of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 
John  C.  Warren,  George  Hay  ward,  Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries, 
John  Homans,  M.  S.   Perry,  W.  Channina,  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkman,  U.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Wiuslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  II. 
Lane,  Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Uoane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 
Boston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 

DR.   J.   J.  MOORMAN, 

RESIDENT    PHYSICIA.V    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 

May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  IVkite  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  &c.    Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
diiected,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  23d,  1840.  O.  28— lamtMcheoptO 

MEDICAL    TUITION    FOR   lti4(l— 41. 

The  subscribers  will  commence  their  course  of  instruction  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  on  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1840  (the  period  at  which  the  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University  begin). 

Minute  examinations  will  be  held  on  all  the  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  lectures, 
in  order  that  students  intending  to  offer  themselves  for  examination  at  the  College  in  the  spring,  may 
be  prepareil.  Students  may  be  assured  that  they  will  have  constant  and  abundant  opportunities  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Ader  the  lectures,  the  arrangements 
will  be  as  follows  until  tilt  ensuing  November. 

Free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  United  Slates  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea  will  be  granted  ;  a  daily 
morning  visit  will  be  made  by  Dr.  S'edman,  and  every  week  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch  and  Wiley  will 
visit  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose,  chirlly,  of  learning  the  physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the 
chest.  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  chest  and  air  passages. 
Admission  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  ai  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Infirmary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  to  the  practice  of  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts  ;  occasional  oppor- 
tunities for  operative  surgery  and  midwifery. 
Courses  of  instruction  as  Ibllows  : 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Chemistry,  by  -  Dn.  Pekry. 

Midwifery,  Materia  Medica  and  Demonstrations  on )  _  _        p      Bowditch 

Morbid  Anatomy  at  the  Hospitals,  by  3  " 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         -  -  -      Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study  either  at  Boston,  at  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  or  at  Chelsea,  free  of 
expense.    For  terms,  applv  to  H.  G.  Wilev,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

DR.  PERRY,  412  Washington  St.,  DR.  STEDMAN,  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital, 

DR.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  Place,  DR.  WILEY,  467  Washington  st. 

S.  16— eoptf. 

A   PHYSICIAN, 

Located  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  wishing  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profession, 
offers  his  situation  for  sale.  Practice  worth  about  $1200  a  year.  Good  recommendations  will  be  re- 
quired.    Address  the  editor— all  letters  of  inciniry  post  paid.  M  31— eop3m 

ABDOMINAL    SUPPORTERS. 
Dr.  H.vvnf.s's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  iijay  now  be  had  at 
the    Medical  Journal  office.     Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  §4 — without,  §.3,50.     By  addressing  the 
publisher.  No.  181  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A  19 

The  Sujiportcrs  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  X.  Harris,  Colcbrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  D.  Crosby, 
Hanover ;  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Kingston  ;  L.  Barthjtt,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury. 

A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment — Illiistratcd  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  pul)lishcd,  and  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surcical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  &  Co.,  118  Washington  srteet.  Price  50  els.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
in  paper  covers,  so  as  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  Slates  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  liiail,  im  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  pre;*  pniil,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 


THE  IIOSTO-V  MEDICAL  AND  SUIIGICAT.  JOURNAL  is  pidtlished  every  Wednesday,  by 
r>.  t'i^APP,  .111.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  cirncr  of  I'ranklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
ad'dre»«ed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  |iidilislicd  in  Monlhlv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  HMITII,  M.D.,  Eililor.  Price  .•Sl.'i,(MJ  a  j  ear  in  advance,  )it.'i,50  atter  three 
months,  or  Silj'tO  II' not  paid  wllliin  the  year.  Two  coi>ies  to  the  same  address,  for  .'ti!5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accoiupanie<i  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  reler- 
eucc.     Postage  the  same  us  for  a  newspaper. 
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PERFORATION    OF  THE   STOMACH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sxtrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  copy  from  my  case-book  the  following,  which,  if  you  think  worthy 
of  a  place  in  your  Journal,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish. 

January  31,  1841,  I  was  called  to  visit  Shepherd  Barrett,  of  Hudson, 
N.  H.,  who,  I  was  informed  by  the  messenger,  had  a  violent  attack  of 
the  colic.  On  my  arrival,  which  was  about  one  hour  after  the  attack,  I 
found  the  patient  apparently  laboring  under  the  most  excruciating  pains. 
His  age  was  30  ;  of  a  nervous  sanguine  temperament,  and  possessing 
great  physical  strength.  I  was  informed  that  the  patient,  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  the  attack,  had  complained  of  slight  pain  and  sickness  at  the  sto- 
mach soon  after  eating,  and  vomited  his  food.  This  slight  indisposition 
did  not  prevent  him  from  laboring  as  usual  up  to  the  time  of  the  fatal  at- 
tack. The  symptoms  were  an  acute  pain  in  the  epigastric  and  abdominal 
regions  ;  an  unusual  fulness  of  the  abdomen  and  tenderness  on  pressure ; 
sickness  at  the  stomach  and  vomiting ;  acute  and  lancinating  pains  in  the 
shoulders;  pulse  110,  strong  and  full;  tongue  moist,  and  healthy  in  its 
appearance.  The  patient  was  bled  copiously,  but  the  bleeding  afforded 
httle  if  any  relief.  Immediately  after,  I  administered  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  ipecac,  to  procure  free  vomiting,  which  operated  well,  throwing  off  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  consisting  of  the  food  he  had  taken  for  supper. 
In  four  hours  after  my  first  visit,  1  called  again,  and  found  the  patient  had 
received  no  relief  from  the  previous  treatment.  The  pains  continued  una- 
bated ;  pulse  130,  feeble,  irregular,  and  at  times  scarcely  perceptible  ;  a 
cold,  clammy  perspiration  pervaded  the  entire  body  and  extremities  ;  men- 
tal faculties  undisturbed  and  clear.  All  treatment  proved  ineffectual,  and 
he  died  24  hours  from  the  attack. 

Autopsy. — On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  peritoneum  presented  a  gene- 
ral redness  throughout  its  whole  extent ;  a  large  quantity  of  lymph  de- 
posited upon  the  peritoneum  and  intestines;  strong  adhesions  of  the  intes- 
tines and  agglutinations  of  the  peritoneum.  In  the  sides  and  small  pelvis 
was  found  a  quantity  of  reddish,  turbid  fluid,  of  a  disagreeable  odor ;  also 
a  quantity  of  oil,  infusion  of  senna  and  other  medicines  which  had  been 
taken,  was  found  extravasated  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  afloat 
among  the  intestines.  Finding  the  oil  and  otlier  medicines  extravasated, 
led  me  to  suspect  perforation  of  the  stomach ;  and  on  examination  of  this 
organ,  I  found  an  opening  on  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  stomach,  about 
one  inch  and  a  half  from  the  pylorus.  The  aperture  through  the  coats 
12 
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of  the  stomach  was  sufficiently  large  to  admit  a  large-sized  quill.  Around 
this  opening,  the  distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  the  coats  of  the  stomach 
were  thickened  and  indurated.  The  edges  of  the  opening  were  perfectly- 
smooth,  presenting  no  tattered  appearance  that  would  arise  from  ulceration. 
The  coats  of  the  stomach  at  the  edges  of  the  orifice  seemed  to  be  bevel- 
led off  from  within  outward,  so  that  the  mucous  coat  was  wanting  in  ex- 
tent more  than  the  muscular — -and  the  muscular  more  than  the  peritoneal 
coats.  In  short,  the  orifice  was  as  smooth  as  if  it  had  been  punched  out 
with  a  sharp-edged  and  circular  instrument.  The  stomach,  in  all  other 
respects,  had  a  healthy  appearance.  None  of  the  other  bodily  organ? 
presented  any  appearance  of  disease.  J.  G.  Graves. 

Nashua,  N.  H.,  April  1th,  1841. 


THE   MATCHLESS   SANATIVE    AND   BRANDRETHS  PILLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  newspapers  of  the  present  day  exhibit  abundant  proof  that  the 
invalid  is  beset  with  snares  on  every  side.  So  long  as  he  keeps  his  eyes 
shut  and  his  mouth  open,  he  will  be  liable  to  swallow  some  of  the  thousand 
humbugs  which  are  continually  buzzing  about  him.  Be  it  then  our  object 
to  open  bis  eyes  ;  having  done  this,  he  will  not  only  shut  his  mouth  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  will  begin  to  apply  his  reasoning  faculties  to  this 
subject  as  he  does  to  all  others  ;  a  salutary  skepticism  will  then  take  the 
place  of  easy  credulity,  and  he  will  be  astonished  that  he  ever  could  have 
been  drawn  into  such  a  miserable  gull-trap  as  that  from  which  he  has 
just  escaped. 

But  inasmuch  as  it  requires  less  effort  to  transcribe  than  to  furnish 
original  matter,  I  will  favor  you  with  a  short  extract  from  the  Daily  Atlas 
— not  garbled,  but  entire.  '^  QJ^The  cures  effected  by  the  Matchless 
Sanative,  we  find  have  convinced  the  most  prejudiced  that  the  medicine  is 
truly  valuable. — tf."  That  the  mystical  letters  tf  are  never  appended  to 
an  editorial  article,  is  perfectly  understood  by  the  editorial  fraternity ;  but 
these  small  letters  are  heathen  Greek  to  the  luckless  wight  who  swallows 
quack  medicines.  He  takes  this  detached  sentence  as  a  passing  editorial 
remark,  a  genuine  outpouring  of  disinterested  benevolence  lor  the  benefit 
of  the  afflicted  ;  and  this,  too,  from  the  very  focus  of  correct  intelligence. 
These  two  lines,  from  such  a  source,  would  inspire  him  with  more  confi- 
dence in  the  Matchless  Sanative  than  whole  columns  of  newspaper  puffs 
from  the  vender  of  the  article. 

I  have  introduced  the  above  quotation  merely  as  a  specimen  of  modern 
refinement  in  the  science  of  pulling.  I  find  no  fault  with  the  Matchless 
Sanative,  because  1  believe  it  is  always  harmless  in  its  effects.  1  have 
carefully  watched  its  operation,  and  have  never  found  it  to  injure  the  pa- 
tient when  taken  in  large  doses  or  small.  It  is  one  of  the  inerts ;  a  mere 
revenue  article,  like  the  puny  potion  of  the  homoeopathist,  or  the  silver 
shilling  of  a  seventh  son — a  humbug,  to  be  sure,  but  one  that  never  stings. 
Not  so  with  Brandretli's  pills ;  these  possess  a  power  not  to  be  trifled 
with.     How  much  benefit  may  have  been  derived  from  their  use,  I  know 
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not ;  but  that  they  have  occasionally  produced  cases  of  formidable  disease, 
admits  of  no  doubt. 

In  the  autumn  of  '38,  typhoid  fever  prevailed  pretty  extensively  in 
this  vicinity.  The  attack  was  so  gradual  that  the  patient  would  fre- 
quently linger  three  or  four  days  before  he  took  his  bed.  During  this 
period  some  would  take  a  dose  or  two  of  Brandreth's  pills,  and  then  call 
the  physician.  This  beginning  was  generally  the  prelude  to  a  protracted 
case,  attended  with  obstinate  diarrhoea  as  a  prominent  symptom. 

For  the  last  year,  1  had  heard  very  little  of  these  pills  until  the  20th  of 
the  present  month,  when  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  Dr.  A.,  of 
Woburn,  to  visit  a  gentleman  in  that  place,  who  was  laboring  under  diar- 
rhoea from  the  use  of  Brandreth's  pills.  As  a  fatal  termination  was 
expected,  I  requested  the  attending  physician  to  send  me  an  outline  of  the 
case  in  writing,  which  he  has  accordingly  done.  The  following  extract 
contains  the  leading  circumstances  of  the  case.  "  Mr.  W.  P.  is  32  years 
of  age.  I  was  first  called  to  visit  him  on  the  morning  of  the  17di  of 
March.  He  informed  me  that  his  health  had  not  been  very  good  this 
spring  ;  that  his  bowels  had  been  costive,  and  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  1.5th  he  had  taken  three  of  Brandreth's  pills,  which  began  to  operate 
next  morning,  and  had  continued  to  do  so  to  the  time  that  I  saw  him. 
The  discharges  consisted  of  bloody  mucus,  and  were  attended  with  se- 
vere pain.  By  the  use  of  anodynes  the  bowels  became  quiet,  and  re- 
mained so  until  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  when  the 
discharges  returned,  and  continued,  without  abatement,  to  the  close  of 
life.     He  died  last  evening." 

This  letter  is  dated  March  31st.  As  it  does  not  allude  to  a  post- 
mortem examination,  perhaps  there  was  none  made.  When  I  saw  this 
man,  on  the  20th,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  resources  of  medicine  had 
already  been  exhausted  upon  him,  and  that  little  remained  to  be  done 
but  to  wait  for  the  closing  scene.  It  seems  proper  for  me  to  add,  that 
the  treatment  adopted  in  this  case  by  the  attending  physician,  met  my 
entire  approbation  and  concurrence.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  general  cus- 
tom in  reporting  cases,  to  select  such  as  are  of  rare  occurrence,  or  of 
extraordinary  character,  and  to  give  details  of  the  treatment  which  led  to 
a  favorable  termination.  I  have,  for  once,  reversed  the  order.  I  have 
given  a  hasty  sketch  of  a  case  attended  with  nothing  peculiar  in  its  cha- 
racter or  circumstances,  in  which  the  treatment  was  of  no  avail,  and  which 
terminated  in  death. 

I  do  not  expect  that  this  letter  will  be  read  with  much  interest  by  the 
members  of  the  medical  faculty  ;  it  is  not  written  with  special  reference 
to  their  edification,  but  with  a  hope  of  casting  some  few  rays  of  light  upon 
a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  another  portion  of  the  community  in 
which  we  live.  Yours  truly, 

BiUerica,  March  31,  1841.  Z.   H. 
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CASE    OF  TYPHUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour?ial. 
Sir, — I  have  drawn  up  the  following  account  of  my  late  illness  for  pub- 
lication, and  accordingly  place  the  same  entirely  at  your  disposal.  I  have 
been  obliged,  however,  to  do  so  mainly  from  memory  ;  and  it  is  presumed 
that  much  of  the  case  possessing  the  greatest  amount  of  interest  has  been 
omitted,  as  during  the  first  three  months  I  was  able  to  note  but  very 
few  things,  and  those  of  minor  importance. 

Typhus,  in  different  varieties,  has  been  a  prevailing  disease  here  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  and  has  latterly  been  unusually  fatal.  1  think  I 
speak  correctly  when  I  say  that  as  large  a  proportion  as  one  out  of  every 
five  has  had  a  fatal  termination — many  within  a  short  period  of  the  attack, 
but,  by  far,  the  largest  proportion  after  a  protracted  illness. 

Typhus,  if  we  take  into  consideration  its  frequency,  the  degree  of  mor- 
tality, and  its  peculiar  and  differing  character,  is  as  much  entitled  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  physicians  as  any  other  disease;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  more  so — phthisis,  perhaps,  excepted.  I  do  earnestly  hope  that 
some  one,  well  qualified  for  the  task,  will  take  up  the  subject  and  give  it 
a  thorough  investigation.  It  is  highly  important,  from  its  degree  of  fatality, 
that  this  should  be  done,  and  I  look  to  those  having  been  most  conversant 
with  it  for  a  large  number  of  years  as  the  most  properly  qualified  to  under- 
take the  task.  We  do  not  want  theory  alone — we  have  had  quite  enough 
on  this  topic  ;  let  our  attention  be  turned  to  facts,  and  I  anticipate  much 
in  relation  to  its  more  successful  treatment.  Let  those  who  have  had 
much  experience  and  good  success  come  to  the  rescue  of  its  victims,  and 
I  am  fully  in  the  belief  that  my  anticipations  will  be  more  than  realized — 
to  those  do  I  appeal,  and  I  hope  not  in  vain. 

My  own  case  has  some  peculiarities  in  its  termination,  not  often  occur- 
ring. I  should  state  here  that  for  some  years  I  have  been  a  subject  of 
chronic  hepatitis  in  a  mild  form  ;  though,  during  the  last  two  or  three,  it 
had  somewhat  increased  in  severity.  About  two  years  ago,  viewing  it 
my  duty,  I  relinquished  the  practice  of  medicine  and  entered  into  the 
mercantile  business,  hoping  to  get  some  relief  from  a  change  of  the  many 
necessarily  laborious  duties  of  the  former,  for  those  less  so  of  the  latter — 
though  I  entertained  some  fears  about  returning  here,  from  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  epidemic  typhus.  Previous  to  my  being  attacked  with  it,  I 
had  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking  more  or  less  exercise,  almost 
daily,  either  on  horseback  or  in  a  carnage,  when  the  state  of  the  weather 
would  permit.  During  the  last  week  in  September  last,  I  began  to  feel 
many  of  the  symptoms  of  approaching  typhus:  as  slight  chills;  conside- 
rable pain  through  the  temples,  forehead,  neck,  back  and  limbs ;  increased 
sensibility  to  cold  ;  turns  of  sinking  and  faintness ;  partial  loss  of  dispo- 
sition to  exertion,  with  much  inclination  to  stupor ;  slight  tenderness 
through  the  abdominal  region,  with  a  sensation  of  fulness,  &c.  1  had 
been  subject  to  fliintness  and  dizziness,  by  turns,  for  some  time  previous  to 
this,  together  with  palpitations,  particularly  on  making  much  exertion.  I 
then  attributed  these  feelings  to  the  too  free  use  of  snuff — a  habit  of  some 
ten  or  twelve  years'  standing.  During  the  week  I  spent  the  most  of  my 
time  in  the  store  and  attended  to  some  business.     Saturday  afternoon  1 
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went  home,  a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  with  many  of  the  above 
symptoms  in  an  aggravated  form,  and  had,  in  addition,  chills  and  flushes ; 
sinking  at  the  epigastrium  ;  trembling ;  fluttering  ;  sensations  of  numb- 
ness ;  partial  prostration  of  strength  in  the  muscular  and  circulating  sys- 
tems ;  weak  and  frequent  pulse ;  during  the  night,  by  turns,  slight  inter- 
ruptions of  respiration,  and  which  increased  and  continued  more  or  less 
during  the  fii'st  three  weeks  ;  much  nervous  irritation  ;  occasional  turns  of 
nausea,  &;c.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  applied  as  large  a  blister  as 
could  be  placed  on  the  forehead  and  temples,  another  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  of  pretty  good  size,  and  went  to  bed.  After  this,  and  for  a  period 
of  six  or  eight  weeks,  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  passing  events,  nor 
have  I  now  much  recollection  of  occurrences  during  this  period,  there 
being  much  stupor  and  disturbed  sleep,  though,  when  pretty  thoroughly 
aroused,  I  was  to  a  considerable  extent  sensible  of  my  condition,  and  able 
to  give  directions  in  relation  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  perhaps  re- 
membered things  as  long  as  I  was  engaged  in  giving  them  off  to  those 
who  took  care  of  me.  I  should  remark  here,  that  I  was  under  the  care 
of  a  mother  and  two  sisters,  who  having  been  sick  and  seen  much  sick- 
ness, understood  much  about  medicine,  and  were  the  very  best  of  nurses. 
Under  these  circumstances,  together  with  my  own  knowledge  of  medicines 
and  diseases,  myself  and  friends  felt  quite  as  safe  as  under  other  circum- 
stances. For  most  of  what  1  have  to  relate,  therefore,  during  the  fii'st  six 
or  eight  weeks,  I  am  dependent  upon  those  who  took  care  of  me. 

Most  of  the  time,  when  asleep,  my  mind  was  running  upon  all  previous 
occurrences  and  transactions.  I  was  full  of  all  kinds  of  business — some- 
times engaged  in  that  of  my  profession,  attending  on  the  sick,  examin- 
ing patients,  and  compounding  and  dealing  out  medicines.  At  other 
times  I  was  hard  at  work  in  the  store — dealing  out  goods,  making  change 
and  charges  on  book,  casting  up  accounts,  making  settlements,  he. ;  and 
many  of  my  performances  were  quite  amusing  to  my  friends,  who  delight 
in  relating  them  to  me. 

During  the  second  week  a  diarrhcea  came  on,  and  continued  more  or 
less  severe  for  about  a  fortnight,  though  it  was  kept  under  tolerable  cir- 
cumstances by  the  use  of  brandy,  morphine,  marsh  rosemary,  &c.,  of 
which  I  took  more  or  less  daily,  and  in  addition  wine  of  colchicum  seeds, 
spts.  nitre,  blisters  to  back,  spine,  sides,  over  the  region  of  the  bowels, 
&;c.,  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep  up  a  constant  discharge  and 
permanent  irritation,  and  which  operated  advantageously.  As  there  was 
much  numbness  and  torpor  of  the  circulating  and  nervous  systems,  and 
coldness  of  the  extremities,  I  was  rubbed  often,  and  frequently  with  mus- 
tard seed  and  flies,  and  vinegar,  camphor  and  volatile  liniment  of  double 
strength,  through  the  whole  of  this  period,  and  in  fact  up  to  this 
time,  with  one  exception,  to  be  named  by-and-by.  There  was,  by  turns, 
much  burning  heat  of  the  skin,  followed  by  profuse  sweats  and  chills,  and 
a  considerable  increase  of  the  urinary  secretion. 

During  the  first  week  I  was  able  to  sit  up  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
have  my  bed  made,  but  after  that  1  became  so  much  exhausted  as  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  being  lifted  from  one  bed  to  another,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  be  moved.     Nor  had  I  sufficient  strength  to  turn  or  move  in 
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bed.  During  the  first  two  weeks  I  took  two  or  three  emetics  of  ipecac, 
and  took  daily  small  doses  of  crem.  tart.,  soda  and  ipecac.  &c.,  in  addi- 
tion to  medicines  first  named,  and  which  were  continued  for  a  period  of 
five  or  six  weeks. 

At  the  end  ol'  about  the  fourth  week,  my  left  limb  began  to  swell,  and 
within  a  period  of  about  two  weeks  from  that  time,  the  whole  limb,  from 
the  extremities  of  the  toes  to  the  hip,  was  swelled  as  full,  seemingly,  as  it 
could  hold;  very  sore  and  painful,  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  joints. 
As  soon  as  this  state  of  the  limb  was  discovered,  bandages  were  applied 
and  kept  on  most  of  the  time.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  swelling  in- 
creased until  it  seemed  as  though  the  skin  must  burst.  At  the  end  of 
about  a  fortnight,  under  the  use  of  the  blue  pill,  morphine  combined  with 
conium,  bandages,  a  free  use  of  volatile  liniment,  flies  and  vinegar,  with 
frictions,  the  tumefaction  began  to  abate,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  about 
a  fortnight,  though  the  pain  and  soreness  continued  quite  as  severe,  and 
unless  I  was  under  the  constant  influence  of  conium  and  morphine,  pushed 
"  to  the  point  of  relief,"  was  almost  insupportable.  The  nervous  irrita- 
tion also  continued.  There  was  great  weight  of  the  limb,  immobility, 
much  apparent  inflammation  of  the  fascia,  muscles,  and  sero-cellular  tis- 
sue, and  undoubtedly  the  effused  fluid  was  of  a  sero-albuminous  character, 
and  there  was  also  some  inflammation  of  the  cartilages  of  the  joints,  some 
floridity  of  the  skin,  and  at  times  in  spots  of  a  purple  hue.  After  the 
subsidence  of  the  diarrhoea,  the  bowels  inclined  to  costiveness,  requiring 
physic  once  a  week,  and  sometimes  oftener.  Undoubtedly  the  inclination 
to  costiveness  was  greater  in  consequence  of  being  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  morphine,  at  the  rate  of  about  three  grains  per  day,  and  about  six 
grains  of  conium  in  divided  doses  at  intervals  of  once  in  four  hours. 

From  the  ninth  week  till  about  the  thirteenth,  I  continued  about 
stationary — all  that  was  taken  and  done  did  not  seem  to  influence 
the  disease  much.  At  this  time  1  began  to  apply  small  blisters  to 
the  joints  and  in  the  region  of  them,  in  Such  a  manner  as  to  keep 
up  a  constant  discharge  therefrom ;  though  before  doing  so  1  was  some- 
what fearful  that  they  would  produce  ulceration  ;  but  after  following  them 
up  for  nearly  three  weeks,  my  fears  were  not  realized.  The  blisters 
filled  as  well  and  healed  as  kindly  as  could  be  expected.  This,  with 
a  continuance  of  frictions  and  other  local  apphcations,  seemed  to  make 
a  favorable,  though  weak,  impression.  The  swelling  abated  so  slow 
that  I  almost  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  would  not  make  another  effort 
towards  restoration.  Here  I  was,  had  been  confined  to  my  bed  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  weeks,  in  an  almost  helpless  condition,  exhausted 
and  emaciated  in  the  extreme,  disheartened,  dispirited,  and  seemingly 
on  the  very  border  of  the  grave.  After  lying  in  this  state  awhile,  how- 
ever, I  resolved  upon  one  more  effort,  and  consequently  called  in  Dr. 
Burnham,  of  Montpelier.  He  seemed  to  take  a  similar  view  to  the  one 
expressed,  though  of  course  he  did  not  look  so  despondingly  upon  my 
case  as  I  did.  He  advised  a  continuance  of  former  means,  and  in  addi- 
tion the  internal  use  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  local  momentary  applica- 
tion of  cold  water  to  the  limb.  I  should  remark  here,  that  at  this  time, 
and  for  a  week  or  ten  days  before,  I  had  no  fever  except  what  was  wholly 
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irritative.  I  continued  the  use  of  cold  water  from  four  to  five  weeks,  and 
substituted  quinine  for  the  bark,  and  from  tliese  I  derived  material 
advantage. 

Dr.  Burnham  called  on  me  again,  Feb.  5th,  and  found  me  in  much 
better  spirits.  He  advised  a  continuance,  and  in  addition  gum  guiac.  in 
sufficient  doses  daily  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a  proper  state,  which  I  com- 
menced taking  immediately.  From  this  time  the  tulTiefaction  abated 
rather  faster,  and  I  gained  in  strength  some.  This  course  was  followed 
till  Feb.  iSth,  when  the  use  of  cold  water  was  suspended. 

Dr.  B.  called  on  me  again  Feb.  ISth,  and  by  his  advice  ungt.  veratria 
was  applied  to  the  most  painful  parts  of  my  foot,  and  continued  10  or  12 
days  without  any  seeming  advantage.  About  this  time  I  discontinued  the 
use  of  guiac,  as  it  disturbed  my  bowels  too  much.  The  continuation  of 
morph.  and  conium  has  been  worth  everything  to  me,  and  I  derived  much 
advantage  from  quinine  and  guiac.  They  seemed  to  give  a  degree  of 
tone  and  strength  that  was  very  much  needed.  Since  then  I  have  been 
gradually  amending  without  interruption,  and  was  able  to  sit  up  about  the 
first  of  March  nearly  half  the  time,  though  I  was  not  able  to  bear  any 
weight  on  my  feet.  At  the  last-mentioned  date  I  discontinued  everything 
except  the  anodyne  pill,  quinine,  the  local  application  of  flies  and  vine- 
gar, bandaging,  frictions,  a  liniment  composed  of  common  soap,  boiling 
water,  salt  and  al.  rosemary,  which  I  apply  twice  a  day  with  considerable 
friction.  About  the  middle  of  March  1  was  able  to  bear  some  weight  on 
my  feet,  and  with  the  aid  of  crutches  made  out  to  walk  across  my  room ; 
and  by  the  20th,  nearly  able  to  bear  my  weight  on  my  feet.  March  25th, 
succeeded  in  going  as  far  as  the  outer  door,  and  on  the  30th  went  out  of 
doors,  the  first  time  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

April  4lh.  I  can  now  bear  the  whole  of  my  weight  on  ray  feet  without 
much  difficulty,  and  to-day  (April  6th)  made  out  to  go  nearly  across  my 
room  without  crutches,  though  it  was  pretty  hard  work.  I  have  also  been 
out  of  doors  several  times  to-day.  I  continue  medicines  as  last  named, 
and  probabl}^  shall  for  some  time  to  come.  Respectfully, 

East  TVUUamstoivn,  Vt.,  April  13,  1841.         T.  Glysson,  M.D. 


INFIRMARY   FOR  THE  CURE  OF  DISTORTIONS   OF    THE    SPINE  AND 

LIMBS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  HAVE  been  much  gratified  by  a  visit  to  the  Orthopedic  Infirmary  in  this 
city,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Brown.  The  first  impression  given  by  the 
name  of  this  and  similar  institutions,  orthopedic,  seems  to  be  that  they  are 
intended  for  the  cure  of  deformities  of  the  feet  only.  Whereas  the  term, 
derived  from  the  Greek  words  orthos  and  pais,  has  reference  to  the  mak- 
ing straight  the  whole  person,  and  not  particular  limbs  merely.  It  seems 
to  have  been  but  very  lately  that  the  causes  and  modes  of  cure  of  dis- 
tortions of  the  spine  have  been  the  subject  of  any  proper  scientific  inves- 
tigation. Various  modes  of  cure  have  been  heretofore  practised  by  em- 
pirics, which,  though  beneficial  in  some  cases,  have  been  extremely  pre- 
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judicial  in  others.  When  a  practitioner  has  found  or  invented  a  process 
of  cure  that  has  been  successful  in  a  particular  instance,  he  naturally 
concludes  that  his  remedy  will  apply  to  all  cases.  It  is  accordingly  ap- 
plied in  all  cases :  in  some  it  succeeds,  in  some  produces  an  apparent  but 
delusive  cure,  and  in  others  irremediable  mischief. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  case,  that  mechanics  who  have  been  employed 
in  making  machinery,  set  up  for  themselves,  and  profess,  with  the  greatest 
confidence,  to  cure  all  cases.  And  they  apply  their  machinery  without 
any  knowledge  of  principles,  with  about  as  much  success  as  would  an 
apothecary  who  should  set  up  for  a  physician,  and  deal  out  his  medicines 
at  random  for  all  complaints.  A  scientific  acquaintance  with  the  human 
system,  and  with  the  different  forms  and  various  causes  of  the  disease,  is 
as  essential  to  a  successful  treatment  of  distortion,  as  of  any  other  disar- 
rangement of  our  animal  economy. 

The  remedies  formerly  applied  to  the  cure  of  spinal  distortions,  have 
generally  been  such  as,  whether  successful  or  otherwise,  have  produced  a 
vast  amount  of  suffering  to  the  patient.  Thus,  some  have  been  required 
to  pass  months  and  years,  lying  almost  in  one  position.  Others  have 
been  subjected  to  instruments  of  torture,  not  unlike  those  formerly  applied 
to  criminals.  Racks  have  been  used  with  great  mechanical  power  to  ex- 
tend the  spine  forcibly,  and  violent  pressure  applied  to  reduce^the  verte- 
brae to  their  proper  places.  The  body  has  been  encased  in  steel  collars 
and  corsets,  to  force  it  into  tlie  right  shape,  and  many  other  equally  violent 
methods  made  use  of. 

By  the  progress  of  scientific  improvement,  these  violent  applications 
have  been  superseded,  and  more  moderate  and  gentle  means  adopted, 
suited  to  the  nature  of  each  particular  case.  Most  distortions  arise 
from  a  weakness  of  some  of  the  muscles  intended  to  support  the  spine,  or 
an  undue  and  partial  development  of  others.  Muscles  acquire  size  and 
strength  by  use;  and  become  enfeebled,  diminished  in  size,  and  waste 
away,  by  disuse.  A  girl  required  to  sit  a  long  time  in  an  upright  position, 
on  a  seat  without  any  support  for  the  back,  will  relieve  the  irksomeness  of 
the  position  by  allowing  the  spine  to  drop  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and 
thus  some  of  the  muscles  will  be  relieved  from  exertion.  Boys  standing 
a  long  time,  get  a  habit  of  resting  on  one  foot,  generally  the  left,  which 
produces  the  same  effect.  The  muscles  thus  relieved,  from  want  of 
their  due  share  of  exercise,  become  gradually  enfeebled,  while  those 
that  are  kept  in  exercise  become  more  powerful,  and  so  acting  on  the 
spine  unequally,  a  curve  is  produced,  which  ends  in  some  one  of  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  distortion.  An  essential  part  of  every  plan  of  cure  must 
be  to  contrive  some  mode  of  giving  a  moderate  and  regular  exercise  to 
the  enfeebled  muscles,  so  as  to  cause  them  gradually  to  acquire  the  same 
development  and  power  with  the  others.  The  wearing  of  any  machine 
that  supports  those  parts  which  need  support,  relieves  diese  enfeebled 
muscles  from  their  duty  still  more,  and  they  consequently  continue  to 
grow  weaker,  and  the  disease  is  further  than  ever  from  a  cure.  Lying 
for  months  in  one  position  produces  a  similar  effect  of  weakening  the 
muscles  for  want  of  exercise.  If  a  person  has  a  stoop,  and  an  attempt 
to  rectify  it  should  be  made  by  a  strap  across  the  forehead,  fixed  to 
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force  the  head  back,  the  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  stoop,  because 
the  strap  doing  tlie  duty  of  the  muscles  intended  to  hold  the  head  up, 
they  would  cease  to  be  exercised,  would  become  enfeebled,  and  when  the 
strap  was  removed  would  have  less  power  to  hold  the  head  erect  than  be- 
fore. Porters  in  some  places  carry  burthens  at  their  backs  with  the  help 
of  a  band  passing  over  the  forehead.  This  backward  pressure  does  not 
di'aw  them  backwards,  or  make  them  erect,  but  makes  them  crooked,  by 
calling  strongly  into  action,  and  increasing  the  strength  of  the  counteract- 
ing muscles,  those  which  bring  the  head  forward.  The  contrary  effect 
is  produced  by  carrying  a  burthen  in  front,  supported  by  a  band  over  the 
back  of  the  head.  Light  weights  carried  on  the  head,  do  not  depress  the 
figure,  but  give  it  greater  erectness.  A  horse  accustomed  to  have  his 
head  held  up  by  a  check  rein  and  resting  on  the  bit,  will  acquire  a  habit 
of  carrying  his  head  low,  from  the  loss  of  power  in  the  muscles  whose 
office  is  supplied  by  the  bit.  Bui  if  the  bit  is  made  unpleasant  and  irri- 
tating, his  exertions  to  avoid  pressure  on  it  will  strengthen  the  same  mus- 
cles and  give  him  a  habit  of  carrying  his  head  high. 

These  instances  are  mentioned  only  as  illustrations  of  the  necessity  of 
contriving  to  exercise  the  proper  muscles  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  the 
deformity.  Many  other  circumstances  must  be  attended  to  in  the  cure, 
varying  according  to  the  nature  of  each  particular  case.  And  the  business 
of  the  scientific  practitioner  is  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  dis- 
tortion in  each  particular  case,  to  apply  to  the  cure  of  it  that  skill  which  he  has 
acquired  by  a  profound  study  of  the  subject,  by  a  critical  examination  of 
all  the  modes  of  relief  that  have  been  employed,  and  of  the  good  and 
bad  effects  of  each,  and  a  close  observation  of  the  cases  that  come  under 
his  own  eye.  The  Orthopedic  Infirmary  in  this  city  is  conducted  on  these 
principles.  The  most  improved  methods  are  employed,  and  suitable  ma- 
chines made  use  of  to  enable  the  patients  to  perform  such  exercises  as  will 
call  into  action  the  enfeebled  muscles,  as  well  as  to  answer  the  other  pur- 
poses for  which  mechanical  aid  may  be  required. 

April,  1841. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL.— SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY    J.   C.   WARREN,    M.D. 

REPORTED  FOR  THE  MEDICAL  JOURNAL  BY  S.  PARKMAN,  M.D. 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Cases  at  present  under  Treatment. 
No.  1,  Is  a  case  of  antero-posterior  curvature  of  the  spine.  A  man,  of  30 
years  of  age,  six  years  since  entered  the  Hospital  with  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities.  During  his  stay,  which  was  short,  a  slight  projection 
of  the  upper  dorsal  vertebrae  was  discovered,  of  which  he  was  himself 
unaware.  He  left  the  Hospital,  and  his  disease  has  slowly  advanced 
since.  At  present  there  is  an  antero-posterior  curvature,  involving  about 
half  of  the  dorsal  and  a  few  of  the  cervical  vertebras — paralysis  of  mo- 
tion complete,  but  sensation  still  remains.  The  discharges  are  voluntary 
but  sluggish.  The  disease  is  stationary,  under  a  treatment  by  the  hori- 
zontal posture  and  moxas.     In  this  case  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  are 
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undoubtedly    attacked    and    destroyed  by  an  ulcerative  process,  arising 
from  a  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  these  bones. 

2,  Is  a  similar  case,  of  IT  months'  standing,  in  a  lad  about  12  years 
of  age. 

3,  Is  a  boy  aged  9,  who  after  an  attack  of  mumps  had  a  scrofulous 
swelling  and  suppuration  behind  the  angle  of  jaw  about  the  size  of  a  pul- 
let's egg.  This  was  opened  by  a  small  puncture,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  flocculent  pus  discharged  ;  there  has  been  discharged  one  or 
two  small  pieces  of  cretaceous  matter,  similar  to  that  found  in  the  lungs — 
showing  clearly  the  origin  of  the  disease  in  a  local  tubercular  deposition, 
excited,  perhaps,  by  the  inflammation  of  mumps.  The  puncture  was 
made  small,  with  a  view  to  a  more  speedy  closure  of  the  abscess.  An 
internal  and  external  treatment  by  the  salts  of  iodine  is  employed  in 
this  case. 

4,  Is  an  old  hydrocele,  in  a  man  of  about  60.  The  case  was  first  in- 
jected with  port  wine.  This  failed,  however,  and  the  water  re-collected. 
The  sac  was  then  divided  sub-cutaneously  in  three  places,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  A  narrow  tenotomy  knife  was  passed  flatwise  between  the 
integuments  and  the  sac  ;  its  edge  was  then  directed  towards  the  sac,  and 
this  latter  divided  in  three  places.  The  instrument  was  then  turned  and 
withdrawn,  and  the  puncture  immediately  closed  with  a  morsel  of  adhe- 
sive plaister.  This  treatment  was  employed  with  the  view  of  discharg- 
ing the  water  into  the  cellular  tissue  and  producing  adhesion  of  the  sac, 
by  a  process  similar  to  that  set  up  after  the  division  of  tendons,  where  the 
external  air  has  been  excluded  from  the  wound.  Adhesion  was  produced 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  sac,  but  a  small  quantity  of  water  re-collected 
at  its  lower  part.  To  remove  this,  an  incision  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was 
made  at  the  base  of  the  tumor,  which  has  been  followed  by  an  inflamma- 
tion of  considerable  severity,'  requiring  several  applications  of  leeches ; 
this  inflammation  still  continues,  but  a  radical  cure  will  undoubtedly  be 
the  result. 

5,  Is  a  stricture  of  the  urethra,  with  fistula  in  perineo  of  about  ten 
weeks'  standing.  The  obstruction  is  gradually  being  overcome  by  the 
persevering  use  of  bougies.  To-day  the  bougie,  on  being  withdrawn,  was 
followed  by  a  considerable  purulent  discharge,  probably  from  an  abscess 
connected  with  the  fistula.  This  may  be  considered  as  a  favorable  cir- 
cumstance. 

6,  Is  a  very  painful  inflammation  of  the  tissues  forming  the  wrist-joint, 
in  a  man  of  about  40  years  of  age.  The  part  is  swollen,  motionless  and 
painful.  A  treatment  by  the  salts  of  iodine,  with  the  application  of 
leeches  and  opiate  cataplasms,  and  a  motionless  state  of  the  part  by  con- 
finement upon  a  splint,  is  employed  with  advantage. 

7,  Is  a  young  woman  of  20,  afflicted  with  double  congenital  pes  equi- 
nus  and  varus.  The  tendo-Achillis,  the  short  flexors,  and  the  posterior 
tibial  muscles  of  both  sides,  have  been  divided  by  the  sub-cutaneous 
method  ;  and  some  advantage  has  been  obtained  by  these  operations,  aided 
by  appropriate  machines.  But  the  case  is  one  of  the  severest  description 
of  deformity. 

8,  Is  an  inflammation  of  the  wrist-joint,  consequent  upon  a   sprain 
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eleven  weeks  since,  in  a  young  woman  of  19.  She  is  not  of  a  strong 
constitution,  and  there  is  an  evident  tendency  to  a  disorganization  of  the 
tissues  involved.  The  i)ain  is  intensely  acute,  requiiing  the  employment 
of  opiates  externally,  witli  the  frequent  application  of  leeches.  Suppura- 
tion of  the  parts  is  constantly  threatening. 

9.  A  healthy,  unmarried  female,  of  19,  after  exposure  to  cold  had  an 
inflammation  and  suppuration  in  the  cellular  tissue  lying  under  the  areola 
of  the  right  nipple,  the  inflammatory  action  being  limited  to  this  tex- 
ture. An  incision  gave  issue  to  three  or  four  ounces  of  laudable  pus,  and 
the  parts  are  returning  to  their  healthy  state. 

10,  11,  and  12,  Are  cases  of  no  particular  interest. 

13,  Is  a  hydrocele  in  a  Portuguese,  aged  20,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  of  a 
year's  standing.  He  states  the  disease  to  be  very  common  among  his 
compatriots.  The  hydrocele  being  of  considerable  size,  it  was  not  deem- 
ed advisable  to  inject  it  immediately.  A  puncture  was  therefore  made 
with  a  fine  needle,  and  the  water  was  discharged  into  the  cellular  tissue 
of  the  scrotum,  and  there  absorbed  ;  the  water  returned,  but  yesterday, 
before  it  had  attained  its  previous  size,  the  fluid  was  drawn  off  by  a  tro- 
char  and  canula,  and  an  injection  made  of  about  five  ounces  of  a  mixture 
of  one  part  tincture  of  iodine  and  three  parts  water.  This  was  allowed 
to  remain  till  he  experienced  some  pain  along  the  cord  and  groin,  and  then  it 
was  withdrawn,  some  part  being  retained.  To-day  the  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion appears  satisfactory,  and  a  radical  cure  will  undoubtedly  be  the  result. 

14,  Is  a  case  of  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the  hip-joint,  of  two 
months'  duration,  in  a  woman  of  about  30  years  of  age.  It  had  been  at- 
tended with  considerable  inflammatory  symptoms,  and  about  ten  days 
since  there  appeared  an  oedema,  attended  with  considerable  pain  of  the 
foot  and  leg  of  the  affected  side.  The  superficial  veins  of  this  part  were 
observed  to  be  turgid,  and  after  considerable  examination  the  saphena  vein 
as  it  passes  the  knee  was  felt  hard  and  tense  as  a  cord;  the  veins  of  the 
thigh  could  not  be  distinguished,  however,  but  enough  appeared  to  estab- 
lish the  diagnosis  of  a  phlebitis  of  this  limb,  probably  from  a  participation 
of  the  venous  tissues  W'ith  those  of  the  affected  joint.  Pretty  active 
remedies  were  employed,  and  she  is  now  considerably  relieved. 

15,  A  boy,  aged  6  years,  after  a  fever  was  discovered  to  be  lame  of 
the  left  lower  extremity.  Upon  examination  the  limb  presented  all  the 
marks  of  a  dislocation  upon  the  dorsum  ilii — the  limb  shortened,  the  toe 
turned  inward  and  resting  upon  the  opposite  instep,  and  the  trochanter 
felt  removed  from  its  natural  position,  upward.  It  would  seem  probable, 
therefore,  that  during  the  fever  an  ulcerative  process  had  been  insidiously 
established  in  the  hip-joint,  and  a  spontaneous  dislocation  had  been  the 
result ;  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  previous  history  precluding  the  supposi- 
tion of  any  accident  that  might  have  caused  the  deformity.  In  this  case 
a  constant  extension  has  been  established  by  means  of  an  inclined  plane 
and  a  weight  attached  to  the  foot  by  a  rope  passing  over  a  pulley  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  while  counter-extension  is  maintained  by  a  band  passing 
from  the  pelvis  and  attached  to  the  head  of  the  bed.  Considerable  ad- 
vantage has  thus  far  been  realized,  and  the  case  is  still  under  treatment. 

16,  Is  a  girl  of  six  years,  with  a  dislocation  of  the  femur  into  the  fora- 
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men  ovale,  of  ten  weeks'  standing ;  but  as  this  case  will  probably  form 
the  subject  of  a  more  full  communication,  we  shall  say  nothing  farther 
upon  it  at  present. 

17,  Is  a  young,  unmarried  woman,  of  23,  with  an  affection  of  the 
elbow-joint  of  two  years'  duration,  similar  to  the  case  reported  the  week 
before  the  last,  though  of  less  severity.  There  is  a  fistulous  opening  of 
some  standing  just  above  the  internal  condyle  ;  and  although  no  bone  can 
be  felt  exposed,  the  appearance  of  the  fistula  leaves  no  doubt  of  its  disease. 
She  suffers  no  particular  pain,  and  is  treated  by  the  hydriodate  of  soda, 
and  the  application  of  leeches,  and  a  moxa  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint. 

18.  A  married  woman,  aged  40,  two  years  since  injured  right  knee, 
which  has  continued  lame  to  this  time,  although  she  has  continued  to 
walk,  but  with  much  difficulty.  At  present  there  is  an  enlargement  of  the 
whole  joint,  caused  by  a  slight  effusion  into  the  cavity,  and  a  general 
thickening  and  induration  of  the  capsular  ligament  and  other  tissues. 
She  is  directed  to  observe  complete  rest,  with  the  use  of  leeches  and 
opiate  and  tobacco  cataplasms. 

19,  Is  a  firm  stricture  of  the  urethra,  which  will  probably  form  the 
subject  of  a  more  complete  communication. 

20,  Is  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  right  femur,  about  two  inches  above 
the  condyles,  in  a  man  about  60  years  of  age.  He  is  treated  by  the 
straight  position,  after  the  manner  of  Desault. 

21.  An  ulcer  of  the  leg. 

22.  A  young  Swedish  sailor,  after  suffering  from  scurvy,  had  a  necro- 
sis of  the  clavicle,  and  the  sequestrum  was  removed  the  past  winter  at  the 
Hospital.  He  has  since  had  a  chronic  inflammation  and  suppuration  of 
the  periosteum  of  the  sternum,  in  the  neighborhood  of  its  articulation 
with  the  clavicle.  The  osseous  tissue  was  exposed  ;  but  by  a  treatment 
by  the  hydriodate  of  soda  and  cataplasms,  the  fistulae  are  now  in  process 
of  healing,  and  the  parts  are  returning  to  their  normal  state. 

23.  A  middle-aged  man,  about  thirteen  weeks  since,  fell  from  a  con- 
siderable height,  striking  upon  the  shoulders ;  the  accident  was  followed 
by  a  fracture  of  the  right  leg,  and  a  complete  paralysis  of  all  parts  below 
the  chest.  He  did  not  enter  the  Hospital  till  after  the  union  of  the 
broken  bones  of  the  leg ;  and  considerable  improvement  had  already 
taken  place  in  the  paralytic  symptoms,  as  the  attaining  power  over  the 
discharges  ;  all  motion  and  sensibility  are,  however,  completely  abolished. 
He  is  directed  a  treatment  by  moxas  to  the  spine.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  any  fracture,  and  the  affection  is  probably  a  concussion  of  the  spinal 
cord. 

24,  Is  a  contusion  of  the  hip-joint ;  and  25,  a  wound  of  the  hand. 
26.  A  man  of  60  has  suffered  many  years  from  an  enlarged  prostate 

gland,  causing  at  times  retention,  and  at  times  incontinence,  of  urine. 
He  has  been  several  times  in  the  Hospital  for  the  same  affection.  The 
treatment  consists  in  the  maintenance  of  a  catheter  in  the  bladder  several 
hours  per  diem,  with  a  view  to  form  a  passage  through  the  gland  ;  leeches 
and  tobacco  cataplasms  to  the  perineum. 
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CONNECTION  OF    MENTAL  PHILOSOPHY    WITH  MEDICINE. 

Dr  Nathan  Allen,  the  author  of  this  dissertation,  has  been  before  the 
scientific  public,  as  editor  of  the  American  Phrenolog.calJournal,  suffi- 
cientlv  Ion-  to  be  extensively  known.  He  is  a  profound  thinker,  and  his 
cocritations  have  reference  to  the  diffusion  of  truth,  without  any  regard  to 
the  observations,  the  praise  or  dispraise,  of  those  who  may  happen  to  dif- 
fer from  him  in  matters  of  opinion.  Under  the  natural  divisions  of 
anatomy,  physiology,  surgery,  pathology,  practice  of  medicine  ;  and  the 
importance  of  a  knowledge  of  mental  science  to  the  physician,  we  are  pre- 
seated  with  a  series  of  reasonings,  which  commend  themselves  to  the  un- 
derstanding—not  on  the  score  of  novelty,  but  because  they  are  emanations 
from  a  sound  intellect,  intent  upon  bettering  the  condition  of  man. 

With  the  multitude  of  claims  upon  our  time,  it  is  quite  difficult  to  do 
Dr  Allen  that  justice  which  his  quiet  yet  important  labors  demand,  but 
he  needs  no  efforts  of  ours.  Indomitable  perseverance,  integrity,  a  mani- 
fest disposition  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  overcome  prejudice,  and  dissemi- 
nate coVrect  principles  in  moral  philosophy,  cannot  fail  of  securing  warm 
friends  and  admirers  from  all  ranks  of  society.  With  these  hasty  re- 
marks,  we  earnestly  commend  the  pamphlet,  with  the  above  title,  to  the 
critical  examination  of  medical,  metaphysical  and  phrenological  readers. 

Verviont  Academy  of  Medicine.— hecimes  commenced  at  this  Institu- 
tion some  ten  days  ago,  but  in  the  multitude  of  things  that  get  possession 
of  an  editor's  thoughts,  the  circumstance  wa^  overlooked  by  us.  It 
aives  us  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  school  in  its  renovated  character.  Ur. 
James  McClintock,  of  Philadelphia,  an  admirable  anatomist  is  now  in 
the  anatomical  chair.  A  better  selection  could  not  have  been  made. 
Stran-e  he  has  not  before  this  been  placed  in  some  of  the  colleges  m 
Philadelphia-even  if  he  does  not  happen  to  have  strong  family  connec- 
tions Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Geneva  College,  teaches  surgery  ;  and  he,  too, 
s  a  special  favorite  with  the  medical  public.  We  like  to  hear  that  his 
rare  qualifications  are  appreciated,  notwithstanding  his  pugnacity  in  all 
matters  touching  phrenology.  With  such  discrimination  as  now  espe- 
dallv  characterizes  the  efforts  of  the  new  faculty  at  Castleton,  the  Ver- 
mont Academy  may  rest  assured  of  the  good  wishes  and  countenance  of 
the  profession  generally  in  New  England. 

Letters  on  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons -A  consumptive- 
looking  pamphlet,  of  16  pages,  by  Graviora  Manent,  was  evidently  in- 
ended  to  make  the  above'  fnstitution  unpopular,  if  "Ot  odious  w.tn  the 
people  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith  the  presi- 
dent is  the  golden  calf  which  the  author  intends  grinding  into  powder. 
He  is  represented  as  being  a  manager,  which  is  just  about  the  same  thmg 
fs  being  tricky,  or,  more  vulgarly,  cunning-^  bad  reputation  for  any  one 
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to  have,  but  especially  so  for  a  professor  in  a  medical  school.  The  fact  is, 
some  have  the  short-sightedness  to  suppose  that  the  University  is  to  be  in- 
stantly bolstered  into  favorable  notoriety  by  traducing  the  faculty  of  the 
old  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  We  cannot  quietly  hear  such 
a  man  as  Prof.  John  B.  Beck  abused,  nor  sutler  his  name  to  be  treated 
disrespectfully  by  an  anonymous  assassin  of  reputation.  If  the  president 
is  half  as  adroit  as  is  represented,  he  has  pulverized  Mr.  Graviora  Manent 
before  this  time,  by  the  mere  weight  of  his  thumb. 


Report  of  the  Mmiagers  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Kentucky. — As  the 
Report  of  the  Asylum  for  1841  is  before  us,  we  cannot  very  well  omit  men- 
tioning the  fact  that  it  is  a  kind  of  paper  skeleton — a  ship  under  bare  poles 
— a  catalogue  of  names,  that  looks  more  like  a  list  of  voters  at  a  country 
March-meeting,  than  an  emanation  from  a  pet  institution  of  the  great 
Slate  of  Kentucky.  The  last  No.  of  our  Journal  gave  a  complete  history 
of  this  charity — a  perverted  piece  of  humanity,  and  we  therefore  refer  to 
it  for  particulars.  The  whole  requires  re-modelling  and  re-fitting,  with  a 
scientific  medical  man  at  its  head,  instead  of  being  confided  to  a  student 
of  medicine,  whose  necessities  compel  him  to  accept  of  a  miserable  stipend 
that  barely  keeps  him  from  starvation. 


Death  of  Thomas  Miner,  M.D.,  of  Connecticut. — Below,  we  insert  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Woodward,  of  the  Worcester  Insane  Hospital,  announcing 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Miner,  M.D.,  whose 
name  and  professional  character  are  familiar  to  the  medical  public  of  this 
and  other  countries.  He  was  the  joint  author,  many  years  since,  with 
Dr.  TuUy,  of  a  work  on  typhus  fever,  was  a  past  president  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Connecticut,  and  was  distinguished  for  high  literary  and  intel- 
lectual attainments.  From  the  commencement  of  this  Journal,  he  has 
been  a  steady  contributor,  and  has  probably  furnished  a  greater  amount  of 
original  matter,  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  than  any  other  correspondent. 
We  hope  to  obtain  a  biographical  memoir  of  his  useful  life,  for  publica- 
tion in  the  Journal. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Our  mutual  friend,  Thomas  Miner,  M.D.,  died  at  my 
residence  this  morning  at  half  past  3  o'clock.  The  doctor,  as  you  proba- 
bly knew,  had  for  twenty  years  or  more  been  afTected  with  a  disease  of 
the  heart,  which  had  prevented  his  engaging  in  active  business.  During 
the  winter  he  has  suffered  extremely  with  this  disease.  Early  in  March 
he  came  on  to  Worcester  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  alleviate  his  suf- 
ferings, and,  as  he  said — '  if  he  could  not  be  relieved,  to  die  with  his 
friend.'  Soon  after  he  arrived  here,  we  discovered  osdema  of  his  feet 
and  ankles,  which  pointed,  too  clearly  to  be  mistaken,  to  the  fatal  mischief 
that  was  lurking  within.  The  symptoms  of  dropsy  were  rapidly  developed. 
He  was  unable  to  lie  down,  and  spent  a  large  part  of  each  night  in  his 
chair.  Three  weeks  ago  he  took  cold,  which  resulted  in  pneumonia. 
This  disease  was  severe,  and  for  some  days  threatened  his  life.  Quite 
unexpectedly,  he  got  better,  and  for  a  week  indulged  hopes  that  he  should 
return  to  his  friends  in  Connecticut.  He  did  not,  probably,  from  the  first 
appearance  of  dropsy,  expect  to  recover.  The  acute  disease  of  the  lungs 
was  soon  followed  by  great  increase  of  the  disease  of  the  heart  and  gene- 
ral dropsy,  which  terminated  fatally  this  morning. 

"  Dr.    Miner  was  a  remarkable  man.     He  has  left  behind   him   few  as 
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ripe  scholars,  profound  philosophers  and  philanthropists,  in  the  medical 
profession.  Ill  health  having  for  some  years  precluded  active  engage- 
ment in  professional  duties,  he  has  devoted  his  whole  time  to  study  and 
reflection.  His  mind  was  very  active  to  the  last.  He  was  perhaps  the 
most  learned  physician  in  New  England — not  only  in  professional  attain- 
ments, but  in  foreign  languages  and  theology.  He  was  acquainted  with 
the  French,  Italian,  Spanish  and  German  languages,  and  was  often  em- 
ployed by  publishers  in  this  country  to  translate  them.  He  was  particu- 
larly fond  of  the  German,  and  read  works  on  medicine,  theology  and  phi- 
losophy in  that  language,  with  great  pleasure. 

"  You  well  know  his  estimable  moral  and  social  qualities.  His  heart 
was  benevolent,  his  feelings  kind.  In  his  life  he  exemplified  the  Chris- 
tian character ;  in  sickness  and  death  he  bore  testimony  of  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  the  Christian  hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection.  Dr.  M.  was  64 
years  of  age.  In  great  haste  yours  truly, 

Worcester,  April  23,  1841.  S.  B.  Woodward." 


Operation  for  the  Cure  of  Stammering. — Prof.  DiefTenbach,  of  Berlin, 
has  lately  turned  his  attention  to  the  cure  of  stuttering  by  means  of  an 
operation  on  the  tongue.  A  memoir  on  the  subject,  from  his  pen,  has 
been  translated  in  London  by  Mr.  Travers,  and  published.  It  seems  that 
the  Prof,  has  relieved  sixteen  stutterers,  and  others  were  under  treatment. 
He  prescribes  three  methods  of  operating.  "1.  the  transverse  horizontal 
division  of  the  root  of  the  tongue.  2.  The  sub-cutaneous  transverse  di- 
vision, in  which  the  mucous  covering  of  the  tongue  is  left  inviolate.  3. 
The  horizontal  division,  with  excision  of  a  wedge-shaped  portion."  "  In 
this  operation  it  is  more  difficult  to  prescribe  for  the  individual  modifica- 
tions of  each  particular  case,  than  in  the  operation  for  strabismus,  and  it 
can  never  be  performed  by  one  who  has  not  the  temperament  of  an  opera- 
tor: the  haemorrhage  must  hold  all  others  at  a  respectful  distance.  The 
extent  and  importance  of  the  operation,  the  possible  danger  to  life,  or  loss 
of  the  tongue,  either  through  the  want  of  skill  in  the  assistants,  who  may 
tear  it  oflf  when  so  nearly  separated,  or  through  mortification  or  ulceration 
of  its  connecting  isthmus — these  are  contingencies  rationally  to  be  feared, 
and  which  must  be  carefully  weighed  beforehand." 


Buffalo  Dispensary. — A  highly  creditable  movement  of  the  citizens  of 
Buffalo  has  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a  m.edical  dispensary  on  an 
excellent  foundation,  that  will  confer  a  lasting  benefit  on  the  poor  of  that 
city.  It  is  to  be  mainly  supported  by  subscriptions.  There  is  but  one  ob- 
jectionable feature  in  the  whole  matter,  and  that  is  bad  enough  for  those 
who  will  be  compelled  to  pull  a  laboring  oar  :  we  allude  to  the  time-honor- 
ed custom  of  physicians  working  for  nothing  in  a  dispensary.  We  have 
no  room  for  copying  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  24,  47.— Males,  24  ;  Females,  23.    Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  7— apoplexy,  2— cholera  infantum,  1— convulsions,  1— quinsy,  1— old  age,  2— lung 
fever,  2— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— measles,  13— flts,  1— smallpox,  2— croup,  1— burn,  1— intem- 
perance, 1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  3— brain  fever,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  1— 
inflammation  of  the  bladder,  1— acute  bronchitis,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— unknown,  1. 


A   GOOD    LOCATION. 

A  PHYSICIAN  wishing  to  leave  his  situation,  would  be  glad  to  relinquish  his  business  in  a  pleasant 
town  of  i;3()(»  inhabitants.     Coraraunications  may  be  addressed  to  E.  W^.  Clap,  P.  M.,  Walpole,  Mass., 
or  Dr.  George  Estabrook. 
Rutland,  Mass.,  April  21,  1841. 
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A   PHYSICIAN, 

Who  has  been  in  practice  tliirteen  years,  wisliing  to  exchange  his  location,  would  like  to  associate,  as 
partner,  with  some  physician  in  extensive  business— or  to  talie  the  place  of  some  one  about  to  retire 
from  the  active  duties  of  the  profession.     The  editor  may  be  addressed — letters  of  inquiry  post-paid. 
Ap  14— eop6w 

A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment— Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  and  for  sale  at  tHe  offlce  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  &  Co.,  118  Washington  srteet.  Price  50  cts.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
in  paper  covers,  so  as  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

TREMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  annual  instructions  of  the  Tremont-street  Medical  School,  for  private  pupils,  will  commence  on 
the  first  day  of  September,  consisting  of  lectures  and  examinations  in  the  different  branches  of  pro- 
fessional study — as  follows  ; 

A  course  of  Lectures  and  Examinations  on  Anatomy,  in  September  and  October,  by  Dr.  Reynolds, 
preparatory  to  the  Winter  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  including  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  by  Dr.  Reynolds.  This  course  consists  of  one  hundred  lectures,  and  is  continued  nine  months  of 
the  year  during  the  whole  period  of  pupil.ige.  Stated  examinations  are  made  in  the  above  branches — 
and  private  examinations,  if  desired,  of  the  graduating  class. 

Lectures  and  Examinations  in  Physiology  and  Pathology,  with  a  distinct  course  upon  Auscultation, 
by  Dr.  Holmes,  who  will  also  deliver,  if  time  permits,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Surgical  Anatomy  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  weekly  examinations  on  the 
same  branches  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  above  course  is  illustrated  by  practical  mani- 
pulations with  the  manikin.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide  the  pupils  with  obstetric  cases 
as  olten  as  may  be  necessary  to  familiarise  them  with  this  branch  of  practice. 

The  departments  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Materia  Medica,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Bigelow — who  will  visit  the  Hospital  with  the  pupils,  for  practical  observation  of 
disease,  and  clinical  instruction.  The  exploration  of  the  chest  in  diseases  of  the  thoracic  organs,  is 
made  the  subject  of  particular  attention  in  these  visits. 

Practical  Anatomy  has  always  been  a  primary  object  in  this  school,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  a  permanent  supply  of  subjects  from  November  to  April.  The  teachers  will  avail  themselves  of 
occasional  opportunities  to  show  the  pupils  interesting  cases  in  private  practice — and  operations  in 
Surgery  and  Ophthalmic  Disease.  The  pupils  may  attend  dailyon  the  practice  of  the  physicians  or 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Convenient  rooms,  light  and  fuel,  are  provided  by  the  instructers. 

JACOB  BIGELOW, 
EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 

Boston,  June  2i:,  18i0.  eplmeopGm  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors'  Meeting. — There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District,  at  the  house 
of  the  subscriber.  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  21st  of  May,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
A  21— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES, 

Secretary  of  Censors. 

THEODORE   xMETCALF,   APOTHECARY, 

No.  3.3  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  to  be  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  files,  mirrors,  platiiia,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

Jj'Any  instrument  not  in  store,  oljtainedto  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 

LEBANON   SPRINGS. 

The  subscribers  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  chronic  diseases, 
•whereby  they  can  avail  themselves  of  the /(oiwer/H7  auxiliary  afforded  by  the  use  of  the  Lebanon, 
Spring  water,  in  the  form  of  cold,  warm,  vapor  and  .shower  bath.  The  Lebanon  water,  in  purity  and 
temperature,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  famous  Bristol  and  Buxton  waters,  and  its  remedial 
power  is  well  attested.  JOSEPH  BATES,  Lebanon  Spritigs. 

August,  184U.  A.  26.— 12t  CHILDS  <fc  LEE,  Pittsjield. 

~  VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollice.  June  19 

RE-IMPROVED   ROCKING   TRUSSES, 

Manufactured  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  and  riH-ommciided  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  may  be  obtained  at  this  ollice.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  ^4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
sicians who  purchase  to  sell  again.  March  10. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  piilillshed  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  .St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Montlil}  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  S.MITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  .S'3,()0  a  year  in  advance,  $3,00  alter  three 
months,  or  (54,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XXIV.  Wednesday,  May  5,  1841.  No.  13. 


EXPERIENCE   IN   MIDWIFERY. 

[Concluded  from  page  112.] 

Shoulder  Presentation. — In  instances  of  this  kind  there  is  little,  I 
find,  to  arrest  attention  ;  but  the  following  case  of  spontaneous  evolution 
may  not  prove  uninteresting : 

Case. — M.  C.  was  taken  in  labor  with  her  first  child  in  July,  1836;  I 
saw  her  ten  hours  after  the  pains  had   set  in,  and  found  the  os  uteri  the 
size  of  a  five-shilling  piece;  its  disk  was  thin,  but  the  cervix  of  the  organ 
was  thick  and  unyielding,  and  at  each  pain  the  membranes  became  tense  ; 
a  pointed,  hard,  and  rather  triangular  mass,  the  exact  nature  of  which, 
from  the  rigidity  of  the  parts,  could  not,  at  this  time,  be  correctly  ascer- 
tained, was  found  presenting ;  in  six  hours  afterwards,  when  I  again  saw 
the  woman,  the  membranes  had  given  way,  and  the  os  uteri  had  augment- 
ed to  more  than  double  its  former  size  ;  the  shoulder,  which  was  the  right, 
was  advancing,  in  obedience  to  a  vigorous  uterine  action,  into  the  inlet  of 
the  pelvis.     A  dose  of  laudanum  having  been  premised,  version  was  at 
once  attempted ;  but  the  highly  excited  state  of  the  uterus,  which  em- 
braced the  foetus  as  firmly  as  a   dress  of  India-rubber,  together  with  the 
extreme  restlessness  of  the  woman,  foiled  every  effort,  consistent  with 
safety,  to  the  perfect  introduction  of  the  hand.     A  repetition  of  the  seda- 
tive, in  a  powerful  dose,  followed,  after  a  short  interval,  by  a  renewed 
trial,  having  equally  proved  abortive,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  another 
opinion.     In  consultation  with  a  medical  man  of  this  town,  with  whom  I 
have  long  since  ceased  to  be  on  terms,  but  whose  practical  knowledge  of 
this  branch  of  the  profession  no  private  and  petty  pique  shall  ever  cause 
me  not  to  acknowledge,  another  effort  at  version  was  agreed  upon.    Bleed- 
ing having  been  objected  to  on  the  patient's  part,  a  repetition  of  the  same 
operative  proceeding  issued  in  a  similar  want  of  success  ;  for  such  was  the 
continued  and  obstinate  character  of  the  uterine  contraction,  that  no  safe 
perseverance  could  reach  a  foetal  extremity.     It  was  now  agreed  to  leave 
the  case  to  time,  and  to  narrowly  watch  the  efforts  of  nature  at  delivery, 
and  the  state  of  the  constitutional  powers.     In  the  course  of  five  other 
hours,  much  was  our  satisfaction  to  find  the  breech  descending  to  occupy 
the  place  of  the  gradually  receding  shoulder ;  and  in,  I  think,  about  one 
hour  from  its  first  distinct  recognition,  the  process  called  "  spontaneous 
evolution "    was  completed,  nature    thus  accomplishing  what   appeared 
fi'om  manual  aid  impracticable  ;  delivery  was  soon  afterwards  completed, 
and  the  result  was  a  speedy  recovery. 
13 
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Laborious  Labor. — The  number  of  cases  requiring  instrumental  as- 
sistance were,  altogether,  12,  of  which  6  occurred  in  the  first  labor,  2  in 
the  second,  1  in  the  third,  1  in  the  fourth,  1  in  the  seventh,  and  1  in  the 
ninth  ;  two  of  these  terminated  fatally,  one  in  48,  the  other  in  59  hours, 
from  metritis  ;  in  two,  there  was  sloughing,  to  some  extent,  of  the  vagina, 
with  retention  of  urine ;  and  in  one,  puerperal  peritonitis,  of  rather  a  ma- 
lignant and  obstinate  character,  manifested  itself;  the  rest  of  the  cases  did 
all  of  them  well. 

The  children  here,  from  perforation  being  almost  invariably  indicated, 
were  all  stillborn  ;  but  in  four  of  these,  more  or  fewer  symptoms  of  in- 
cipient decomposition  characterized  their  previous  death  from  other  causes 
than  the  operation,  while  in  the  rest  no  correct  idea  could  be  formed  as  to 
"  their  life  "  on  instituting  operative  proceedings. 

That  no  instance,  in  this  number,  was  suited  to  the  successful  applica- 
tion of  the  vectis,  may  become,  to  some,  matter  of  wonder ;  but  in  cir- 
cumstances demanding  their  aid,  the  choice  of  either  this  instrument  or 
the  perforator  must  (in  the  absence  of  a  second  opinion,  which,  in  remote 
districts  of  the  country,  is  often  out  of  the  question)  be  left  to  the  practi- 
tioner in  attendance,  who,  as  he  is  best  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  such 
cases  as  he  may  have  to  encounter,  is,  also,  it  is  presumable,  competent  to 
their  correct  method  of  management.  Moreover,  if  he  can  establish,  in 
conformity  with  the  recognized  principles  of  the  science,  and  with  a  due 
observance  of  truth,  the  particular  grounds  on  which  his  practice  may  rest, 
he  discharges,  in  addition  to  the  conscientious  duty  which  he  owes  to  his 
patient,  every  obligation  to  which  the  profession,  or  society,  can  legiti- 
mately lay  claim,  and  by  whose  judgment  on  his  conduct  he  must  either 
stand  or  fall. 

Of  these  12  instrumental  cases,  9  originated  in  impaction,  and  3  in  ex- 
treme rigidity  of  the  soft  parts  involved  in  the  process,  occasioning  arrest 
of  the  foetal  head  at  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis.  The  duration  of  the  cases 
of  impaction  varied  from  30  to  55  hours  each  from  the  first  establishment 
of  labor,  and  from  7  to  20  hours  from  the  recognition  of  this  phenome- 
non. Of*  the  instances  of  arrest,  the  process  was  protracted  to  40,  44, 
and  48  hours  respectively  ;  and  the  retardation  of  the  foetal  head,  properly 
so  called,  from  6  to  8  and  12  hours. 

It  may  be  observed  generally,  that  as  an  indication  for  the  aid  of  the 
crotchet,  less  regard  was  paid  to  the  duration  of  the  impaction,  than  the 
condition  of  the  circulation,  and  the  state  of  the  general  powers.  The 
principal  phenomena  which,  in  these  cases,  presented  themselves,  and 
which  indicated  interference,  were  summarily  these : — acceleration  of  the 
pulse  to  110  to  140  in  all  the  instances,  it  being  also  weak  and  intermit- 
tent in  3 ;  intense  headache,  with  or  without  anxiety  of  countenance, 
in  5;  abdominal  intumescence  with  general,  though  slight,  tenderness,  in 
4  ;  much  prostration  of  the  vital  powers,  with  general  giddiness,  in  2  ; 
and  enormous  swelling  of  the  labia  pudendi,  in  1. 

In  two  of  the  instances  of  arrest,  the  forceps  were  the  instrument  em- 
ployed ;  but  so  rigid  and  tender  were  the  parts  in  botii  of  them,  and  so 
excruciating  were  the  sufferings  induced  on  instituting  traction,  that  as  a 
measure  of  safely  for  the    patient,  udI   to   meiulon   possible  laceration  of 
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the  perineum,  the  perforation  was  necessarily  substituted  for  the  former 
instrument.  Fortunately,  in  one  of  the  children  thus  delivered,  symp- 
toms of  previous  decay  were  well  marked  ;  while  in  the  other  no  correct 
idea  as  to  its  state,  previously  to  the  operation,  could  be  formed. 

Complex  Labor. — Of  these  700  cases,  the  labor  was  complicated  with 
retention  of  the  placenta,  in  35  ;  with  luemorrhage  previously  to  the  ex- 
])ulsion  of  the  placenta,  and  subsequently  to  delivery,  in  26  ;  with  flood- 
ing following  on  the  perfect  evacuation  of  the  uterus,  in  9 ;  with  sangui- 
neous discharge  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  previously  to  delivery,  in  3  ; 
and  with  convulsions,  in  1. 

Of  the  cases  of  placentar  retention,  I  find  I  have  omitted  to  note  the 
particular  causes  to  which  they  were  each  of  them  ascribable.  In  the 
absence,  then,  of  any  specific  information  on  this  point,  it  may  be  gene- 
rally stated,  that  the  most  common  cause  originated  in  the  hour-glass  con- 
traction ;  next,  in  the  order  of  frequency,  in  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
circular  fibres  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus ;  and,  lastly,  but  much  more 
rarely,  in  morbid  adhesion,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  of  the  placentar  mass 
to  its  point  of  attachment  on  the  uterine  parietes. 

In  the  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  there  occurred  one  death ;  the 
effusion  having  supervened  to  the  detention  of  the  secundines. 

Previously  to  giving  an  outline  of  the  history  of  this  case,  which  is,  I 
think,  on  some  accounts,  deserving  of  notice  in  this  place,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  remark  that,  in  the  course  of  our  reading,  we  are  occasionally 
obliged  to  peruse  a  good  deal  of  what  we  would  call,  in  Ireland,  blarney. 
For  instance,  among  other  dogmas  of  a  like  nature,  we  find  it  laid  down 
by  some,  that,  under  proper  management,  no  woman  should  ever  perish 
from  uterine  hgemorrhage.  It  were,  indeed,  sincerely  to  be  wished,  that 
this  assertion  had  any  foundation  in  fact ;  but  my  experience,  how- 
ever limited,  sadly  nullifies  such  a  baseless  speculation,  and  in  proof  of 
which  I  may  only  appeal  to  the  subjoined 

Case. — M.  R.,  of  a  very  delicate  and  slender  habit,  was  confined  with 
her  first  child  at  about  6  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  11th  April,  1838.  She 
was  delivered,  after  an  active  and  very  brief  labor,  on  her  knees — a  posi- 
tion to  which,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  she  seemed  peculiarly  par- 
tial— and  the  placenta  was  shortly  afterwards  expelled  naturally.  But  in 
not  more  than  five  minutes  subsequently  to  her  resuming  her  bed,  it  was 
suddenly  announced  to  me  that  she  had  '•fainted.''  I  was  beside  her  in 
a  moment,  and  found  manifested  most  of  the  symptoms  of  uterine  effiision. 
On  examination,  however,  the  external  discharge  did  not  seem  by  any 
means  proportionate  to  the  then  constitutional  depression  ;  a  circumstance 
next  to  demonstrative  of  internal  haemorrhage.  But  the  introduction  of 
the  hand,  which  was  shordy  expelled  with  a  few  coagula,  dissipated  this 
surmise,  and  the  abdominal  cincture  was  pulled  still  more  firmly,  plying 
her,  at  the  same  time,  well  with  stimulating  cordials.  Nevertheless,  life 
seemed,  for  a  considerable  time,  to  ebb  ;  and  it  was  only  after  four  hours, 
all  appearance  of  sanguineous  discharge  having  ceased,  that  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  leave  her.  The  distance  of  her  residence  in  the  country  pre- 
vented me  from  again  seeing  her  before  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  which  time, 
and  without  any  information  from  her  reckless  relatives,  I  unfortunately 


200  Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy. 

found  her  moribund.  She  died  eleven  hours  after  delivery,  and  with  but 
trifling  additional  loss  of  blood,  with  all  the  well-known  phenomena  of 
flooding  in  an  extreme  desree. 

In  this  instance,  certainly  not  a  solitary  one,  there  was  evinced  a  re- 
markable intolerance  of  the  loss  of  blood,  which,  comparatively,  was  in- 
considerable— that  is  to  say,  not  more  than  usually  results  on  the  healthy 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  to  this  death  was  evidently  due. 

The  case  of  convulsions  occurred  in  a  primary  labor ;  and  a  copious 
venesection,  to  35  ounces,  followed  up  by  nauseating  doses  of  the  tar- 
tarized  antimony,  failed  in  procuring  any  very  sensible  mitigation  of  the 
paroxysms.  The  child,  after  a  labor  of  about  14  hours'  continuance, 
was  expelled  in  a  fearful  fit,  and  in  a  state  of  perfect  unconsciousness  on 
the  part  of  the  patient.  The  fits,  it  may  be  mentioned,  corresponded  with 
the  pains,  and  three  or  four  assistants  were,  at  these  times,  necessary  to 
control  her  involuntary  movements.  The  child,  which  was  premature, 
was  stillborn  ;  but  the  woman  made  a  speedy  recovery. 
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This  chapter  upon  the  Nervous  System  closes  what  we  may  style  the 
first  division  of  the  second  part  of  the  work.  The  author  proceeds  to  the 
consideration  of  the  lesions  of  organs,  commencing  with  the  eye,  and  pro- 
ceeding down  to  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera.  Passing  by  the 
chapters  upon  the  eye  and  the  ear,  we  shall  present  to  the  reader  the  sub- 
stance of  what  is  said  upon  hypertrophy  of  the  thymus  gland.  This 
disease  has  lately  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  has  been  described 
by  Dr.  Kopp  under  the  name  of  thymic  asthma.  It  is  not  proper  to  call 
hypertrophy  of  this  gland  thymic  asthma  itself  It  is  the  cause  of  it. 
The  former  may  exist  without  the  latter ;  yet  when  the  organ  becomes  so 
much  enlarged  that  it  compresses  the  lungs  and  trachea,  that  train  of 
symptoms  called  asthmatic  must  necessarily  occur.  The  term,  however, 
is  correct,  as  it  indicates  to  us  very  readily  the  fans  et  origo  of  the  disease. 
We  presume  if,  during  the  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  body,  it  should  so 
compress  the  trachea  as  to  produce  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  asthma,  the 
case  might  be  appropriately  styled  thyroid  asthma.  Thymic  asthma  is  a 
disease  of  childhood.  "The  pathognomonic  sign  of  the  disease  is  a  short, 
acute,  hissing  insjiiration,  alternating  with  a  weak,  croup-like  expiration. 
Males  are  more  liable  to  it  than  females." 

The  chapter  on  the  Thyroid  Gland  is  occupied  chiefly  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  hypertrophy  of  this  body,  or  hronchocde,  which  is  attributed  to 
"  inflammatory  irritation,  pursuing  a  slow,  chronic  march." 

The  chapter  upon  the  Respiratory  Apparatus  occupies  near  one  hun- 
dred pages.  It  is  divided  into  three  sections:  1,  Lesions  of  the  Air 
Passages ;  2,  Lesions  of  the  Lungs ;  and,  3,  Lesions  of  the  Pleura. 
Our  audior  refutes  the  notion  of  Stokes  and  others,  that  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  bronchia,  when  it  passes  down  into  the  smaller  ramifications, 
becomes  changed  from  a  mucous  to  a  serous  tissue. 
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"  How  this  notion  originated  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  for  it  is  by  no 
means  necessary,  I  conceive,  that,  because  these  tubes  are  occasionally 
the  seat  of  plastic  inflammation,  they  should  be  lined  with  a  serous  mem- 
brane. The  mucous  textures  are  not,  it  is  true,  very  prone  to  this  spe- 
cies of  irritation  ;  still  the  formation  of  fibrinous  concretions  is  sufficiently 
common,  even  in  them  ;  and  the  effusion  of  lymph  in  the  minute  bron- 
chial ramifications  should  not  therefore  be  a  matter  of  greater  surprise  than 
in  the  larynx,  oesophagus,  nasal  duct,  uterus,  or  bowel.  Tliat  the  lining 
membrane  is  somewhat  modified  in  these  situations  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  deny,  but  that  the  change  is  so  complete  as  is  contended  for  by  certain 
writers,  seems  to  me  to  be  unfounded  in  fact,  and  unsupported  even  by 
analogy." 

The  lesions  of  the  lungs,  which  come  under  our  author's  notice,  are 
acute  inflammation,  abscess,  gangrene,  chronic  inflammation,  csdema,  em- 
physema, apoplexy,  encephaloid,  melanosis,  serous  cysts,  hydatids,  calca- 
reous concretions,  hypertrophy,  atrophy,  tubercular  phthisis.  Some  of 
these  diseases  are  very  rare.  Such  are  encephaloid,  melanosis,  serous 
cysts  and  hydatids. 

Puliiionary  apoplexy  is  divided  into  the  vesicular  and  interlobular — the 
blood  in  the  one  being  retained  in  the  air-cells,  in  the  other  extravasated 
into  the  connecting  cellular  tissue.  "  In  the  former,  the  blood  is  collected 
into  round,  circumscribed  masses,  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  an 
apple.  In  the  latter,  the  fluid  ruptures  the  air  vesicles,  and  is  extravasated 
into  the  intervening  cellular  tissue,  breaking  it  down  into  a  ragged,  shreddy 
substance,  in  appearance  not  unlike  a  coarse  sponge,  saturated  with  dark 
blood.  The  blood  may  flow  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bron- 
chiae  as  a  simple  exhalation,  or  directly  from  a  lacerated  vessel.  Hyper- 
trophy of  the  right  ventiicle  of  the  heart,  with  contraction  of  the  mitral 
valves,  seems  to  be  the  most  frequent  cause,  by  far,  of  this  lesion." 

Nearly  a  third  of  the  chapter  upon  the  respiratory  apparatus  is  taken 
up  in  describing  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  diseases  of  the  lungs, 
phthisis.  We  shall  not  attempt  to  give  as  much  as  a  general  view  of 
this  chapter,  but  would  beg  the  reader  to  purchase  the  work  and  read  it 
for  himself  carefully.  We  must  present  him,  however,  a  few  lines  on  the 
subject  of  cicatrization  of  pulmonary  cavities.  It  is  well  known  that  after 
tubercles  have  existed  in  the  lungs  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  they 
undergo  a  process  of  softening,  and  among  the  changes  induced  by  this 
softening  "  the  most  important  is  the  formation  of  excavations,  caverns,  or 
fistulous  apertures.'^  Now  these  cavities  are  susceptible  of  cicatrization, 
as  post-mortem  examinations  have  frequendy  demonstrated. 

"  There  are  three  ways  in  which  the  healing  may  take  place,  each  of 
which  is  deserving  of  a  brief  notice.  In  one  of  these,  which  is  by  far 
the  most  common,  the  cavern  remains  open,  and  its  surface  become  lined 
with  a  thin  layer  of  plastic  lymph  :  this  adheres  more  or  less  strongly  to 
the  surrounding  textures,  is  gradually  organized,  and  finally  converted  into 
a  membrane,  which  possesses  all  the  properties  of  the  mucous  tissue,  ex- 
cepting that  it  is  devoid  of  mucous  glands,  and  therefore  incapable  of  se- 
creting genuine  mucous  matter.  Secondly,  the  cicatrization  may  be  ef- 
fected by  the  contraction  of  the  excavation,  and  the  slow  but  steady  ag- 
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glutination  of  its  sides,  through  the  intervention  of  dense  cellular  sub- 
stance of  new  formation  ;  and,  thirdly,  by  an  effusion  of  coagulating 
lymph,  or  repeated  depositions  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  cavity,  form- 
ing a  white  bluish  mass,  more  or  less  dense  in  its  structure,  in  which  the 
bronchial  tubes  may  be  seen  abmptly  terminating.  In  the  last  two  va- 
rieties of  cicatrization,  the  contraction  of  the  accidental  tissue  gives  rise 
to  a  puckering  of  the  lung,  which  is  most  distinctly  marked  when  the 
serous  envelope  of  the  organ  is  forced  to  follow  the  retrocession  of  the 
parenchymatous  substance.  These  scars — for  thus  they  may  be  called 
— are  most  common  in  the  apex  of  the  lung ;  and  they  may  assume  va- 
rious figures — oval,  circular,  linear,  arborescent,  or  stellated." 

The  fact  that  cicatrization  of  pulmonary  cavities  may  take  place,  is 
proof  positive  of  the  curability  of  pulmonary  phthisis  at  this  late  stage. 

The  diseases  of  the  heart  and  its  membranes  (the  pericardium  and  en- 
docardium), form  the  subject  of  the  next  chapter,  from  which  we  extract 
the  following  excellent  remarks. 

"  Hypertrophy  of  the  walls  of  the  ventricles  generally  results  from  great 
and  habitual  accumulations  of  blood  in  their  cavities,  produced  by  disease 
of  the  semi-lunar  valves,  or  contraction  of  the  mouth  of  the  aorta  arid  pul- 
monary artery.  In  the  same  way  may  arise  hypertrophy  of  the  auricles ; 
or  it  may  be  occasioned,  more  directly,  by  a  narrowing  of  the  auriculo- 
ventricular  apertures,  preventing  the  ready  ingress  of  blood  from  one 
chamber  of  the  organ  into  the  other.  Hypertrophy  of  the  right  side  is 
also  frequently  dependent  upon  disease  of  the  lungs,  as  tubercles,  emphy- 
sema, and  hepatization  of  their  tissue. 

"  An  increase  of  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart  necessarily  implies 
an  increase  of  power ;  and  hence  one  of  the  most  prominent  effects  of 
this  state  would  be  to  force  the  blood  with  more  vigor  and  velocity  upon 
the  different  tissues  and  organs.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  individual  is 
laboring  under  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle.  He  would  have  a 
strong,  bounding  pulse,  frequent  attacks  of  headache,  bleeding  at  the 
nose,  ringing  in  the  ears,  and  perhaps  ultimately  die'of  cerebral  apoplexy 
— all  these  circumstances  depending  not  so  much,  as  it  is  supposed  by 
some,  upon  the  increased  amount  of  blood  sent  through  the  systemic  cir- 
culation, as  upon  the  power  with  which  it  is  impelled  by  the  overgrown 
ventricle  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart.  In  the  same  manner,  hypertrophy 
of  the  right  ventricle  may  bring  about  engorgement  of  the  pulmonary  tis- 
sue, with  all  the  train  of  secondary  effects,  such  as  apoplexy,  oedema  and 
dyspnoea,  which  are  know^n  to  result  from  habitual  accumulations  of  blood. 

"  The  physical  signs  of  hypertrophy  consist  in  increased  impulsion  of 
the  heart  against  the  walls  of  the  chest,  diminution  of  the  natural  sound, 
and  dulness  on  percussion.  In  the  simple  form  of  the  disease,  as  well  as 
in  that  with  dilatation,  the  sound  is  sometimes  neariy  lost,  or  converted 
into  an  obscure  purring. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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TREATMENT  OF  TUMORS  BY  PUNCTURES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  write  this  letter  in  consequence  of  seeing  the  case  of  the 
lady  with  a  tumor  on  the  traciiea,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  Dr.  War- 
ren in  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal,  that  of  April  21st.  I  have  derived, 
I  believe  from  some  past  No.  of  your  Journal,  although  the  reference  is 
not  at  hand,  a  very  high  opinion  of  treating  tumors  by  a  great  number  of 
superficial  punctures.  I  have  advised  this  treatment  in  hydrocele,  and  it 
has  been  attended  with  such  speedy  and  complete  success  that  I  should 
be  induced  to  try  it  on  other  tumors.  My  instrument  for  this  purpose  has 
been  a  couching  needle.  The  punctures  need  only  to  be  very  superficial, 
so  as  to  draw  serum  rather  than  red  blood,  but  numerous.  Should  the 
suggestion  have  the  effect  of  aflbrding  relief  in  a  case  which  seems  to  be 
considered  desperate,  my  object  in  this  communication  will  be  most  fully 
and  pleasingly  answered.  I  am,  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

Lebanon,  Ct.,  April  26th,  1841.  Joseph  Comstock. 

P.  S. — The  effect  of  iodine,  which  I  have  dissolved  in  spts.  turpen- 
tine, will  obviously  be  greater  after  puncturing,  than  when  used  on  the 
sound  skin.  A  case,  as  it  would  appear,  similar  to  the  one  in  question, 
was  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  patient  operated  on  byMons.  Dupuy- 
tren,  of  Paris,  after  he  had  declined  until  applied  to  the  third  time.  The 
woman,  however,  died  the  next  day  at  evening.  See  N.  Y.  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal,  Vol.  I.,  p.  378 ;  and  London  Medical  Repository,  for 
March,  1822,  from  which  it  was  copied. 

I  once  lost  a  colored  boy,  of  about  10  years  of  age,  with  a  disease 
which  I  was  at  a  loss  to  determine.  His  head  was  thrown  back,  but 
without  pain,  and  very  little  external  swelling  of  the  neck.  I  examined 
the  body  after  death,  and  the  only  morbid  appearance  was  found  in  the 
thyroid  gland,  which  was  enlarged,  the  whole  of  it  diseased,  and  in  a  state 
of  partial  suppuration.  He  died  from  inanition,  without  any  great  difficulty 
of  swallowing  or  breathing.  J.  C. 
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Stricture  of  the  Urethra — Relief- — Death  by  Apoplexy. — A  stout 
Irishman,  married,  without  children,  set.  35,  had  been  the  subject  of 
stricture  for  the  space  of  fifteen  years,  aggravated  at  times,  when  he  re- 
quired the  employment  of  the  catheter  for  relief,  though  he  has  never  un- 
dergone a  regular  treatment  by  bougies.  Six  years  since  was  sounded  in 
England,  but  no  stone  discovered.  Disease  has  been  much  aggravated 
within  the  last  four  months.  Has  used  the  lithontriptic  of  Dr.  Lee  for  the 
last  five  months,  which,  by  his  statement,  was  followed  by  a  considerable 
sandy  discharge,  some  specimens  of  which  the  patient  at  present  possesses, 
and  which,  by  an  analysis  of  Dr.  Gay,  were  found  to  be  a  mixture  of  the 
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triple  phosphate  of  ammonia  and  magnesia,  and  the  phosphate  of  lime.* 
He  considers  his  state  to  have  lately  been  considerably  aggravated  ;  the 
bladder  has  been  distended,  and  he  has  had  a  constant  dribbling  of  urine. 
Several  unsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made  to  evacuate  the  bladder  by 
a  catheter. 

He  entered  the  Hospital  March  31,  and  when  first  examined,  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed,  the  abdomen  distended  at  the  lower  part  by  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  bladder,  rising  to  the  umbilicus,  the  urine  passing  by  stillici- 
dium  constantly,  and  no  voluntary  evacuation  being  within  his  control. 
The  collected  urine  deposited  a  thick  mucous  sediment,  v/as  small  in  quan- 
tity, and  highly  offensive.  His  person  was  in  consequence  offensive  to 
the  highest  degree,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to  touch  him.  He  suf- 
fered considerable  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  along  the  penis  and 
in  the  perineum. 

In  attempting  to  pass  a  bougie  it  was  arrested  at  about  five  and  a  half 
inches  from  the  meatus,  was  gradually  insinuated  through  this  obstruction, 
and  again  arrested  at  six  inches  from  the  meatus,  beyond  which  point  it 
could  not  pass ;  neither  could  a  bougie  of  any  size,  nor  any  other  instru- 
ment, be  made  to  advance  further. 

He  was  bled,  directed  the  use  of  the  warm  bath  daily,  and  a  regular 
employment  of  laxatives,  and  enemata  if  necessary ;  and  to  relieve  the 
paroxysms  of  pain  to  which  he  was  subject  in  the  region  of  the  bladder 
and  perineum,  he  was  ordered  an  opiate  enema  containing  one  drachm  of 
tincture  of  opium. 

It  being  impossible  to  make  any  impression  on  the  stricture  with  the 
bougies,  it  was  punctured  in  the  direction  of  tlie  canal  at  four  different 
times,  without  giving  pain  or  producing  any  discharge  of  blood,  from  the 
indurated  and  insensible  sides  of  the  stricture.  After  this  a  small  bougie 
was  passed  into  the  bladder ;  and  the  cure  was  prosecuted  by  the  occa- 
sional use  of  smooth  sounds  and  simple  bougies.  The  patient  improved 
daily  in  passing  his  urine  and  in  his  general  health.  He  sat  up,  walked 
about,  enjoyed  his  food,  and  exhibited  no  remarkable  symptoms.  The 
urine  became  clear,  free,  and  in  ample  quantity.' 

On  the  morning  of  April  21,  he  expressed  himself  as  better  than  he 
had  been  for  some  years,  and  so  continued  through  the  day.  In  the 
afternoon  a  sound  was  passed  without  difficulty  by  the  house-surgeon,  as 
had  been  done  two  days  before ;  and  in   the  evening  having  some  of  his 

*  M.  Civiiile,  in  some  late  lectures  upon  the  waters  of  Vichy,  in  France,  which  are  alkaline  and  sup- 
posed to  be  possessed  of  lithontriptic  powers,  utterly  repudiates  any  such  idea.  He  considers  the 
phosphates  above  mentioned  to  be  deposited  from  the  mucus  of  the  bladder,  inordinately  increased  in 
quantity  from  the  irritalion  of  the  urinary  organs.  For  example,  stone  is  diagnosed  in  the  bladder, 
the  individual  commences  the  use  of  Vichy  water  or  any  other  reputed  lithontriptic,  the  urine  is 
closely  examined,  and  a  sandy  sediment  is  discovered,  which  is  hailed  as  the  detritus  of  the  stone  ; 
whereas  it  is  merely  a  deposition,  perhaps  pre-existcnt,  but  not  noted,  from  the  mucus,  secreted  inor- 
tlinately  by  the  mucous  memt)ranc  irritated  by  the  presence  of  the  stone,  or  perhaps  by  the  very  use  of 
the  supposed  lithontriptic.  Again,  a  person  afflicted  with  a  hard  calculus,  perhaps  the  mulberry,  the 
tortures  from  which  are  intense,  finds  great  comparative  ease  from  the  employment  of  one  of  these 
lithontriptics,  and  therefore  flatters  himself  with  the  idea  of  its  dlsa|)pearanco,  while  the  stone  is 
merely  accjuiring  a  coating  of  these  so/I  phosphates.  Or,  a  calculus  taken  from  the  bladder  of  a  pa- 
tient dying  of  some  other  affection,  anil  presenting  a  hard  nucleus  with  the  external  layers  soft  and  fria- 
ble, is  exhibited  as  ocular  proof  of  the  solvent  powers  of  these  vaunted  medicines.  Whereas  the  real 
Btate  of  the  case  is  as  in  the  other  instances.  If  it  be  possible  to  dissolve  a  stone  already  formed,  the 
solvent  might  certainly  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  stone  more  easily  by  a  direct  injection  into  the 
bladder,  than  by  the  circuitous  route  of  the  circulation.  It  is  not  denied  that  a  gravelly  diathesis  may 
be  counteracted  ;  but  this  is  done  by  constitutional  remedies,  foumled  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  chemical 
constitution  of  the  gravel,  whether  acid  or  alkaline. 
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usual  pains  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  &;c.,.  accompanied  with  some 
sligln  shivering,  as  lie  liad  iiad  iVetjuently  before,  he  got  an  opiate  enema, 
with  great  reWei'.  He  continued  thus  comfortable  till  about  half  an  hour 
after  midnight,  when  he  was  suddenly,  while  in  bed,  attacked  with  apo- 
plectic symptoms,  and  died  the  next  morning,  after  eight  hours'  illness. 

On  examination  of  the  body  the  following  appearances  presented. 

The  brain  had  externally  an  appearance  of  having  undergone  com- 
pression, the  veins  having  been  quite  emptied  of  their  blood.  The  mem- 
branes presented  no  appearance  of  deposited  lymph  ;  and  the  cerebral 
substance  was  not  difierent  from  what  is  common.  The  ventricles  were 
quite  filled  with  water  and  enlarged  to  more  than  double  their  natural  size. 
The  quantity  of  water  was  between  three  and  four  ounces. 

The  pericardium  contained  about  three  ounces  of  transparent  fluid. 
Both  the  ventricles  were  quite  distended  with  dark  blood  in  a  fluid  state. 
The  heart  was  large.  The  veins  of  the  aortic  valves  were'^cartilaginous. 
The  lungs  were  quite  healthy. 

The  stomach  was  excessively  distended  with  flatus,  and  contained  a 
quantity  of  undigested  potatoe  floating  in  a  gruel-like  fluid.  The  intes- 
tines were  contracted  in  all  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  where  they 
had  been  conipressed  by  the  enlarged  bladder.  Liver  large — sound  on 
the  left  side,  indurated  on  the  right,  with  an  opaque  serous  coat.  Spleen 
of  usual  size  and  sky-blue  color.  Kidneys  large  and  in  a  state  of  hy- 
peremia, particularly  the  left ;  and  their  pelves  and  calices  enlarged  and 
thickened.  Ureters  somewhat  thickened.  Bladder  very  much  thickened, 
its  muscular  coat  being  developed  in  a  remarkable  degree ;  mucous  coat 
very  much  thickened  and  fasciculated  ;  capacity  about  a  pint,  containing 
thick,  very  offensive  ammoniacal  urine,  and  lined  with  a  thick,  tenacious 
mucus.  No  traces  of  stone  or  sand  of  any  kind.  Prostate  gland  three 
times  its  natural  size;  hard  in  the  centre  as  cartilage — middle  lobe  not  en- 
larged. At  the  mouth  of  the  bladder  lay  a  fold  of  mucous  membrane. 
The  urethra  was  diminished  in  calibre  to  a  quarter  of  its  natural  size,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  bladder  to  within  six  inches  of  the  external  meatus. 
At  five  and  a  half  inches  from  the  meatus  was  a  membranous  stricture, 
which  had  been  perforated,  but  was  perfectly  healed,  smooth  and  well. 
The  cor'pus  spongiosum  and  corpora  cavernosa  perfectly  sound  and  healthy. 
On  the  outside  of  the  first  stricture  was  a  forameM  Cftcum,  formed  by  one 
of  the  lacuna?,  which  had  frequently  arrested  the  bougie  and  rendered  it 
necessary  to  draw  it  back  before  passing  it  inwards. 

The  sudden  death  of  the  patient  demands  investigation,  and  we  should 
naturally  inquire,  whether  it  arose  from  the  disease ;  from  the  treatment ; 
from  the  long  use  of  an  alkaline  lithontriptic,  or  from  pure  accident. 

He  had  been  affected  with  a  bad  stricture  for  fifteen  years,  latterly  ac- 
companied with  a  permanent  collection  of  water  in  the  bladder,  which 
was  never  wholly  evacuated.  Hence  a  constant  weeping  of  unne,  and 
an  uncomfortable,  offensive  condition.  His  state  was  much  improved, 
however.  The  bladder  had  diminished  three  quarters  of  the  capacity  it 
had  when  he  entered  the  Hospital  ;  the  stricture  was  relieved  ;  so  that  it 
should  seem  to  be  no  close  and  direct  connection  between  the  disease  and 
death. — The  treatment  was  managed  with   great   care   and   delicacy. 
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There  was  no  blood  prodaced  by  the  instruments,  no  force  employed,  nor 
any  unusual  pain  excited.  The  penetration  of  the  stricture  had  been  ac- 
complished ten  days  before  death.  He  required  but  little  treatment  after- 
wards ;  and  on  the  morning  before  his  attack  was  better  than  he  had  been 
for  years. — It  has  been  suggested  that  the  long-continued  use  of  an  alka- 
line lithontriptic  might  have  produced  the  thin  and  watery  state  of  the 
blood  which  existed  in  this  case,  and  thus  disposed  to  serous  exudations. 
We  are  not  aware,  however,  that  it  has  been  found  by  actual  observation 
or  experiment,  that  the  blood  is  thinned  in  the  living  body  by  the  use  of 
alkalies. — Lastly,  that  the  death  was  purely  accidental,  seems  improbable 
in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  been  fifteen  years  in  a  diseased  state ;  and 
for  a  large  part  of  this  time  without  any  perfect  evacuation  of  the  bladder. 
On  the  whole,  we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  blood  had  been 
brouo^ht  into  a  diseased  state  by  the  constant  absorption  of  the  stagnant 
contents  of  the  bladder  ;  that,  in  this  condition  of  the  blood,  the  natural 
sympathy  we  so  often  see  exerted  by  the  urinary  organs  upon  the  brain, 
produced  the  action  which  resulted  in  a  serous  etiusion  into  the  ventricles. 


REPORT    OF    THE    MEDICAL    ATTENDANTS    OF    THE    LATE    PRESI- 
DENT HARRISON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostoji  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — When  are  we  to  have  a  medical  report  of  the  case  of  the  late 
lamented  President  of  the  United  States?  Will  you  inform  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  furnish  such  a  report^  of  the  general  and  just  expectation 
of  the  medical  profession  in  New  England,  that  it  should  be  forthcom- 
ing ?  It  cannot  surely  be  intended  that  we  should  rest  satisfied  with  the 
meagre  account  which  has  made  its  appearance,  under  the  authority  of 
the  medical  attendants,  in  the  public  newspapers.  This  account  merely 
mentions  the  symptoms  in  general  terms,  but  gives  us  none  of  the  phy- 
sical signs,  and  almost  leaves  us  to  infer,  if  such  neglect  were  possible, 
that  auscultation  was  not  attended  to  in  forming  a  diagnosis.  The  names 
of  several  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  signed  the  statement  referred  to, 
are  favorably  known  in  this  quarter,  and  we  especially  regret  not  to  see 
that  of  Dr.  Sewall  among  the  number.  I  trust  we  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed in  receiving  from  so  respectable  and  competent  a  source  a  full  re- 
port, exhibiting  the  nature  and  progress  of  the  disease,  which  has  now 
clothed  a  nation  in  mourning,  as  well  as  of  the  morbid  appearances  dis- 
covered after  death,  if  permission  was  given  to  examine  the  body. 
April  26,  1841.  Inquirer. 


Threads  of  Caoutchouc  for  Sutures. — Thomas  Nunneley,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  (Eng.)  General  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  recom- 
mends India  rubber,  drawn  out  into  fine  strings,  as  a  superior  article  for 
ligatures  in  cases  of  wounds.     For  ligatures  of  vessels  it  is  unsuitable. 
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POST-MORTEM    EXAMINATION  OF   DR.   MINER. 

The  autopsy  of  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  whose  death  was  mentioned  in  our 
last  Journal,  was  made  by  Dr.  Sargent,  eight  hours  after  death,  in  pre- 
sence of  Drs.  Woodward,  Chandler,  Green,  Heywood,  Smith,  Spalding 
and  Davis,  and  Mr.  Heywood. — In  addition  to  the  notice  of  our  deceased 
friend,  last  week,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  he  retained  his  knowledge 
of  the  Greek,  Hebrew  and  Latin  languages.  During  his  sickness  he 
spoke  German  in  his  delirium,  and  seemed  surprised  that  he  was  not  un- 
derstood. A  sermon  was  preached  at  the  Hospital  Chapel,  at  his  funeral, 
on  the  Sabbath  after  his  death.  Most  of  the  physicians  of  the  town  at- 
tended. We  understand  Dr.  M.  gave  his  library  and  manuscripts,  which 
must  be  exceedingly  valuable,  to  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Wm.  Tully,  of  New 
Haven.  The  following  is  the  account  of  the  autopsical  examination, 
which  was  forwarded  to  us  by  Dr.  Woodward. 

Exterior. — Frame  very  large  ;  skin  pale,  with  spots  of  purpura  on  both 
legs,  nates,  and  somewhat  on  abdomen  (which  had  existed  some  days  be- 
fore death).  General  CEdema.  Hydrocele  of  right  tunica  vaginalis.  Ab- 
domen very  tumid  and  resonant.  Flatness  on  percussion  in  praecordial 
region  commences  on  fourth  rib,  extends  outwardly  to  nipple,  inwardly  to 
middle  of  sternum,  and  downwardly  to  hypochondrium,  where  stomachic 
resonance  is  heard.  Adipose  tissue  very  abundant:  on  chest  one  inch  in 
thickness;  on  abdomen  one  and  a  half  inch.  Spots  of  purpura  on  abdo- 
men ;  as  knife  passes  through  them,  seem  to  be  interstitial  effusion  of  dark 
blood.     Muscles  pale. 

Chest. — On  lifting  sternum,  Z?<?z^5  collapse  entirely.  These  are  healthy 
throughout,  being  resonant  and  crepitating.  At  left  apex  there  is  a  little 
old  adhesion  of  pleurae.  Lung  involved  is  puckered  and  firm.  Amount 
of  serum  in  pleurae  of  each  side  very  considerable. 

Heart. — Universal,  old,  organized  adhesion  of  pericardium.  Length 
of  heart,  from  origin  of  aorta  to  apex,  six  and  a  half  inches ;  greatest 
breadth,  six  and  three  quarter  inches.  Firm,  white  coagula  in  all  the 
cavities;  some  of  them  adherent  to  endocardium.  Right  ventricle  one 
half  inch  in  greatest  thickness.  Left  ventricle  one  inch  in  same.  Co- 
lumnse  carnse  very  much  developed.  Valves  of  aorta  extensively  ossified, 
standing  out  like  little  shells  from  the  artery,  where  it  is  laid  open  ;  one 
ragged  mass  of  ossification  extends  down  on  to  a  columnse  carnas ;  and 
there  are  numerous  little  whitish  patches  in  lining  of  aorta.  Extent  of 
base  of  aortal  valves,  three  inches. 

Alimentary  Canal,  not  cut  open  ;  looks  healthy  externally,  much  dis- 
tended with  gas.  Small  intestines  contain  little  else.  Rectum  and  de- 
scending colon  contain  fsecal  matter.  All  the  abdominal  organs  buried  in 
a  mass  of  fat. 

Liver,  hard.  Two  colors  distinct,  granular  structure  marked.  Greatest 
length  of  organ,  twelve  inches;  greatest  breadth,  nine  inches;  greatest 
thickness,  five  inches.  Half  an  ounce  of  fluid  bile,  and  numerous  biliary 
calculi,  in  gall  bladder;  most  of  them  are  small,  a  line  or  so  in  diameter 
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amber  colored,  polyagonal,  partly  smooth  and  polished,  partly  rough  and 
whitish.  Two  of  them  are  about  half  an  inch  each  in  diameter  ;  one  of  them 
is  roundish,  with  a  white  crust  over  almost  all  of  it,  below  which  it  seems 
to  be  like  the  others,  amber  colored.  The  other  is  only  a  larger  specimen 
of  the  smaller  ones.  They  are  quite  friable,  and  one  of  them,  on  being 
exposed  to  a  blaze,  became  semifluid,  boils  and  burns. 

Spleen,  five  inches  long,  three  and  a  half  broad,  hard,  dark  red. 

Kidneys  are  buried  and  encased  in  fat.  The  right  is  four  and  a  half 
inches  long  by  two  broad.  The  left  is  three  inches  long  by  two  broad. 
The  surface  of  both  is  very  uneven,  there  being  several  depressions  in 
each,  from  one  to  two  lines  in  diameter,  and  to  about  the  same  depth,  as 
if  from  loss  of  substance  ;  color  of  depressions  not  different  from  that  of  rest 
of  organ,  and  structure  in  left  kidney  presents  a  marked  difference  from 
that  of  rest  of  organ.  (Right  not  cut  open.)  Enveloping  tunic  strongly 
adherent  to  cortical  substance,  and  in  right  kidney  adhesion  in  some 
places  is  of  a  fibrous  hardness. 

Bladder  thin,  and  containing  three  or  four  ounces  of  urine.  Mucous 
membrane  not  thickened  nor  softened.  Urine  tarnished  the  knife  im- 
mediately. 

Hydrocele  dissected.  No  communication  with  abdomen ;  fluid  limpid  ; 
testicle  small  ;  epidydimis  quite  minute. 


Treatise  on  Strabismus. — Dr.  Dix's  admirable  guide  in  performing  this 
operation,  which  has  lately  been  published,  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  medical  man.  Its  cost  is  trifling,  yet  it  contains  every  essential  di- 
rection for  obviating  the  deformity  of  cross-eye.  The  author's  success  in 
this  new  field  of  surgery,  gives  him  full  claim  to  confidence.  Those  who 
have  noticed  his  reports  of  cases,  from  time  to  time,  in  this  Journal,  can- 
not doubt  Dr.  Dix's  familiarity  with  the  subject.  Without  further  com- 
ment, we  shall  feel  gratified  to  hear  that  this  carefully-prepared  treatise  is 
properly  estimated  by  a  discriminating  professional  public.  See  ad- 
vertisement. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Boston. — Contrary  to  our  expectations,  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  introducing,  at  present,  extracts  from  Mr.  Shattuck's  finish- 
ed paper  on  this  subject.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  had  not  first  appeared 
in  this  city,  instead  of  Philadelphia.  In  that  place  it  could  not  be  so 
generally  interesting ;  and  by  being  thus  carried  out  of  the  region  where 
it  would  have  been  read  with  most  pleasure,  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  will  become  acquainted  with  its  importance.  A  few 
copies  in  a  pamphlet  form  are  on  sale  at  Mr.  Ticknor's  ;  but  to  be  seen 
by  Bostonians,  whom  it  most  concerns,  it  should  be  republished  in  the 
papers  and  periodicals  of  the  city.  ~Mr.  Shattuck  evinces  uncommon  pa- 
tience in  systematizing  a  class  of  facts  about  which  but  very  few  people 
have  any  definite  knowledge. 


Neio  York  Hospital. — Of  the  multitude  of  reports  which  by  courtesy 
are  constantly  pouring  in  upon  us,  none  are  more  unexceptionable,  in  point 
of  statistical  and  financial  finish,  than  the  one  to  which  these  remarks  re- 
fer. It  is  creditable  to  the  managers  of  that  great  establishment,  ihat  per- 
fect order  reif^ns  throughout  all  its   complicated  mechanism — from  the 
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senior  surg'eon  to  the  kitchen  scourer — from  the  cost  of  a  dozen  ep^gs 
purchased  for  the  institution,  to  llie  footing  up  of  a  mammoth  bill  of  expendi- 
ture at  the  close  of  a  year.  Nor  is  there  less  evidence  of  system  in  the 
classification  of  patients.  In  short,  the  entire  scheme  of  registration,  for 
such  it  may  be  called,  in  the  wards  of  this  Hospital,  is  not,  probably,  sur- 
passed in  accuracy  and  method  in  any  other  similar  charity  in  the  world. 
At  the  close  of  1S39,  there  were  174  patients  remaining,  and  during  1840 
there  were  admitted  1797 — maicing  a  grand  total  of  1971.  Of  this  great 
number,  1317  were  cured;  111  relieved  ;  120  discharged  at  their  own  re- 
quest; 18  discharged  as  improper  objects  ;  eloped  or  discharged  as  disor- 
derly, 45 ;  died,  173  ;  remaining  Dec.  31,  1840,  187.  Receipts  of  the 
Hospital  in  the  same  time,  from  all  sources,  $36,082  17  ;  and  the  ex- 
penses were  $34,471  26— leaving  $1,610  91,  on  hand. 


Bloomingdale  Asyhim. — There  were  remaining  Dec.  31,  1839,  126  pa- 
tients. Last  year  there  were  admitted,  113;  making,  in  all,  239  who 
were  under  treatment.  Receipts  for  1840  were  as  follows,  viz.  :  State 
annuity,  $10,000;  for  board  of  patients,  $33,215  34;  for  articles  sold, 
$199,15  ;  making,  in  the  whole,  $43,414  49.  In  the  mean  time  the  ex- 
penses were  $46,268  52.  Dr.  Wilson's  report  is  a  lucid  exposition  of 
the  professional  affairs  and  responsibilities  of  the  Asylum.  The  tabular 
statements  are  too  elaborate  for  copying,  much  as  they  deserve  to  be 
studied  by  those  who  would  keep  themselves  well  informed  upon  every 
point  relating  to  hospitals  for  the  insane. 


BartletVs  Abdominal  Supporter. — Those  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
Dr.  Chapin's  instrument,  will  recognize  in  this  a  manifest  improvement. 
It  is  not  so  bulky  ;  the  materials  are  light,  delicate,  and  yet  strong.  Be- 
sides these  important  modifications,  the  pads  are  almost  a  new  invention, 
both  as  it  regards  shape  and  the  places  where  they  are  designed  to  main- 
tain a  permanent  pressure.  In  a  prolific  age  of  mechanical  ingenuity  and 
economical  contrivances  for  bracing  up  the  enfeebled  bodies  of  a  particular 
class  of  invalids,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  pace  with  all,  or  do  proper  justice 
to  the  merits  of  every  claimant  to  surgical  notice.  It  strikes  us,  however, 
that  Mr.  Bartlett  has  made  some  improvements  which  will  be  gratifying 
to  the  medical  profession.  The  manufacturer  is  Mr.  Albert  F.  Bartlett, 
No.  16  Howard  street,  Boston. 


Medical  Students  and  the  Law. — Justice  Warner,  of  Rochester,  says  the 
New  York  Sun,  has  been  arrested  on  three  different  suits,  for  committing 
three  medical  students  to  jail  for  refusing  to  testify  before  him  in  relation 
to  the  body  of  a  colored  subject,  partly  used  for  dissection,  and  subse- 
quently found  in  a  box  at  the  Franklin  House,  of  that  city.  The  dama- 
ges are  laid  at  $3000,  and  nine  lawyers  are  engaged  to  prosecute  the  suits 
— which  shows  very  plainly  that  the  injured  students  will  get  nothing  but 
law,  their  legal  friends  being  always  sure  to  look  out  for  themselves 
under  like  circumstances. 


Chinese  Materia  Medica. — Ignorant  as  the  world  generally  supposes  the 
Chinese  to  be  of  the  science  of  health,  they  have  certainly  made  advances 
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in  botanical  knowledge  that  far  excels  that  of  the  Europeans  before  the 
age  of  Linnseiis.  They  are  careful  observers  of  facts,  and  being  habitually 
methodical  there  is  no  want  of  information  upon  a  variety  of  subjects  of 
which  they  are  too  generally  thought  to  be  profoundly  ignorant.  We  re- 
collect hearing  Dr.  Parker  observe  that  the  Chinese  materia  medica  had 
become  so  voluminous  that  it  now  filled  forty  volumes.  Whatever  is  new 
is  added  to  the  old  stock  of  information,  and  thus  the  entire  knowledge  of 
previous  generations  is  systematically  continued  in  one  unbroken  series. 
In  some  respects  this  is  a  better  plan  than  the  one  that  has  obtained 
amongst  ourselves,  of  multiplying  title  pages  instead  of  increasing  know- 
ledge— having  a  thousand  books,  but  without  the  addition  of  a  thousand 
new  ideas.  Each  branch  of  study  constitutes  a  complete  set  of  volumes 
by  themselves,  in  whatever  pertains  to  science,  as  we  understand  veracious 
travellers. 

Murders  and  Suicides  in  the  United  States. — From  statistical  reports  it 
appears  that  from  the  1st  of  last  January  to  April  1st,  there  were  74  mur- 
ders and  63  suicides  in  the  United  States.  Of  the  suicides,  19  came  to 
sudden  death  by  intemperance  ;  12,  by  taking  laudanum  and  other  poi- 
sons ;  7,  by  hanging  themselves  ;  7,  bycutting  their  throats  ;  8,  by  drown- 
ing ;  and  5,  by  shooting  themselves.  Of  the  murders,  6  were  in  New 
York  ;  6  were  in  Ohio  ;  4  in  Georgia  ;  4  in  New  Orleans  ;  2  in  Virginia  ; 
2  in  Vermont;  2  in  New  Jersey:  2  in  Kentucky  ;  and  1  in  Arkansas.  Of 
the  suicides,  32  were  in  New  York  ;  Sin  Pennsylvania  ;  7  in  Massachu- 
setts ;  6  in  New  Orleans  ;  2  in  Connecticut ;  1  in  Maine  ;  1  in  Kentucky  ; 
1  in  South  Carolina ;  1  in  Wisconsin ;  1  in  Rhode  Island  ;  and  3  in 
Virginia. 

Smallpox  in  New  York  in  seven  Years. — Dr.  H.  G.  Dunnell,  late  City 
Inspector  of  New  York,  has  given  the  following  in  his  report,  in  relation 
to  deaths  by  smallpox  : 

In  1805  the  deaths  from  smallpox  were  62;  in  1811,  117;  in  1816, 
176  ;  in  1824,  294  ;  in  1831,  224;  in  1835,  351  ;  last  year  (1840),  233. 

Smallpox  in  London. — Five  hundred  and  forty  persons  died  of  smallpox  in 
the  eight  weeks  ending  January  16th  ;  six  had  previously  had  an  attack  of 
natural  smallpox;  four  had  been  inoculated  for  smallpox  ;  eighty  had  been 
vaccinated,  and  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  had  not  been  vaccinated. 
The  ages  of  the  SO  persons  who  had  been  vaccinated,  were — from  2  to  6 
months,  6  ;  6  to  12  months,  11 ;  1  to  3  years,  16  ;  3  to  5,  13  ;  5  to  10,  11  ; 
10  to  15,  2  ;  15  to  20,  7  ;  20  to  25,  4 ;  25  to  30,  5  ;  30  to  35,  3 ;  35  to  40, 
2.     Total,  80. 

Re-vaccination. — The  subject  of  re-vaccination  having  been  brought  up 
before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  of  London,  Dr. 
Gregory,  who  has  had  great  experience  in  smallpox  and  vaccination,  re- 
marked that  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  much  information,  except  that 
it  was  becoming  more  prevalent  among  the  lower  order  than  it  used  to  be. 
In  the  case  alluded  to,  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  one  of  whom  had  died 
of  smallpox  after  vaccination,  eight  of  the  other  children  had  been  re-vac- 
cinated under  his  own  eye.  In  one  half  of  these  the  disease  was  attend- 
ed by  perfect  vesicles  and  areola;;  in  others,  these  were  mere  irritable  pa- 
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pnljE;  and  yet  all  the  children  presented  perfect  cicatrices.  This  dif- 
ference in  the  efTects  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  traceable  to  age  ;  some  of 
those  in  whom  the  disease  took  well  were  old,  some  were  young.  He 
thought  we  were  yet  in  much  want  of  information  to  explain  some  of 
the  phenomena  connected  with  variola.  He  should,  however,  recommend 
re-vaccination  in  all  cases,  to  give  the  patient  a  better  chance  against  the 
infection  of  smallpox. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Hall  has  been  successful  in  constructing  a 
new  nose  for  a  female,  at  Montreal,  which  redounds  greatly  to  his  surgi- 
cal skill.  The  Canada  papers  lead  us  to  suppose  that  this  is  the  first  time 
the  operation  has  been  performed  in  the  British  Provinces. — Dr.  Hough, 
of  New  Orleans,  has  been  imprisoned  for  ofTering  violence  to  a  young  girl, 
the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  who  has  heretofore  employed  him  as  his 
family  physician. — For  the  support  of  the  pauper  Lunatic  Hospital  at 
South  Boston,  the  City  Government  have  appropriated  $12,000  for  next 
year. — The  whole  amount  of  the  ages  of  27  persons,  who  died  at  New- 
port, R.  I.,  from  March,  1840,  to  March,  1841,  is  2187  years ;  average  age 
is  81  years  to  each  person.  Eleven  of  the  individuals  were  between  70 
and  80  years  of  age  ;  15  were  between  80  and  90  ;  and  1,  96  years. — The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  Gil- 
man's  Hotel,  Hartford,  on  Wednesday,  12th  of  May.  Dr.  Amariah  Brig- 
ham,  of  Hartford,  will  deliver  a  dissertation. — It  is  stated  that  of  the  ad- 
missions into  the  Smallpox  Hospital  in  London,  about  45  per  cent,  of  fa- 
tality from  variola  occurs  in  the  unvaccinated,  and  7  per  cent,  in  those 
who  have  been  subject  to  the  process  of  vaccination. — The  New  York 
Sun  states  that  one  of  the  first  surgeons  of  New  Orleans,  who  was  re- 
cently prosecuted  for  unnecessarily  amputating  a  patient's  leg,  arrived, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  in  that  city,  from  Germany,  and  was  so  destitute 
and  poverty-stricken  that  he  was  sold  to  pay  his  passage.  He  was  bought 
by  a  surgeon,  who,  though  he  originally  intended  to  make  only  a  menial  of 
him,  finally  educated  the  poor  boy  handsomely,  and  the  master  dying,  he 
married  the  widow,  with  immense  wealth. — A  life  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
by  his  nephew  Bransby  Cooper,  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  press. 
A  new  edition  of  Sir  Astley's  beautifully  illustrated  work  on  the  "  Testis," 
with  the  author's  final  additions,  is  now  nearly  ready  for  publication.  An- 
other edition  of  his  work  on  Dislocations  will  also  soon  be  published. 

Married,— In  Boston,  Ephraim  Marston,  M.D.,  to  Miss  H.  A.  Philbrick. 

Died,— At  Plainfield,  Ct.,  Josias  Fuller,  M.D.,  70.— At  Northfield,  Mass.,  Dr. 
Charles  Blake.— At  New  York,  Gaetano  De  Angelis,  M.D.,  83,  a  native  of  Naples. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  1,  31.— Males,  18  ;  Females,  13. 

Drowned,  1— smallpox,  5— bowel  complaint,  1— old  age,  1— murdered,  1— lung  fever,  1— teething,  1 
—hooping  cough,  3— debility,  1— canker,  1— measles,  6— sudden,  1— pleurisv,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— 
tabes  mesenterica,  1— typhous  fever,  1— stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1— bronchitis,  1— dropsy,  1— scrofula,  1. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  BOOKS. 
Hahnemann's  Organon.    Jahr's  Manual  of  Homceopathic  Medicine.    Jeane's  Homoeopathic  Practice 
of  Medicine.    Ruoff's  Repertory  of  Ilomteopathic  Medicine.     Hering's  Homoeopathist  or  Domestic 
Physician.    P.  F.  Curie's  Domestic  Homceopathy  ;  by  G.  Humphrey,  M.D.     Everest's  Popular  View 
of  Homccopathy. 
(nr Medicine  Chests  for  the  above  works,  Sugar  of  Milk,  Directions  for  Diet,  etc.  etc. 
N.  B. — All  German  Classics  and  eothr  valuable  German,  Greek  and  Lii'.in  Hooks.    For  sale  by 
My  5— 3t  J.  G.  WESSELHCEFT, 

No.  124  North  2d  street,  above  Race,  Philadelphia. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors'  Meeting. — There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District,  at  the  house 
of  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  21st  of  May,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
A  21— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES, 

Secretary  of  Censors. 

PRIVATE    MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  in,structlon,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opportunities  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  iu  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
by  calling  on  Ur.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.    Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  charge. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

DR.   J.   J.  BIOORMAN, 

RESIOENT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SUI.PHUE    SPRINGS,    VA. 
May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  &c.     Communications,  descriptive  of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  23(i,  1840.  O.  28— lanuMcheoptO 

A   GOOD    LOCATION. 

A  PHYSICIAN  wishing  to  leave  his  situation,  would  be  glad  to  relinquish  his  business  in  a  pleasant 
town  of  1300  inhabitants.     Communications  may  be  addressed  to  E.  W.  Clap,  P.  M.,  Walpole,  Mass., 
or  Dr.  George  Estabrook. 
Rutland,  Mass.,  April  21,  1841. 

A   PHYSICIAN, 

Located  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  wishing  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profession, 
offers  his  situation  for  sale.  Practice  worth  about  S1200  a  year.  Good  recommendations  will  be  re- 
quired.   Address  the  editor — all  letters  of  inquiry  post  paid.  M  31 — eop3m 

A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQ,UINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment— Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  and  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  &  Co.,  118  Washington  street.  Price  50  cts.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
in  paper  covers,  so  as  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  Haynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  office.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  §4 — without,  §3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher,  No.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  .\  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  D.  Crosby, 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Bartlelt,  Kingston;  L.  Bartlett,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury. 

ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR    THE    TREATMENT    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 

At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.  Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 

John  C.  Warren,  George  Hay  ward,  Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries, 
John  Honians,  M.  S.   Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkman,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Wiuslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 
Lane,  Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 
Boston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 

VACCINE   VIRUS.  ~~ 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
ViRi  s,  l>y  return  mail,  on  addressing  tiie  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  po9t  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 

RE-IMPROVED   ROCKING  TRUSSES, 

MANUFACTunED  at  Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  may  be  obtained  at  this  oiiiue.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  §4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
sicians who  puridiase  to  sell  again.  March  10. 


THE  BO.STON  MEDKLVL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Waslilnglon  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
adilresned,  post  paid.  It  is  also  publihhed  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  If  nut  paid  within  tiie  year.  Two  coi)ies  to  the  same  address,  for  §5,00  a  year,  in 
advauce.  Orders  from  ii  ilistance  must  bi' accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
«uce.     I'ostage  the  wtime  a.i  f>(r  a  nevvspapi^r. 
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DR.   NORTH'S  MEDICAL    REPORTS  AT  SARATOGA. 

To  the  Editor-  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  frequent  allusions,  by  physicians  who  came  to  Saratoga 
last  summer  for  their  own  health,  to  my  communications  in  your  Journal 
the  preceding  May,  have  induced  the  belief  that  another  annual  notice  of 
the  present  condition  and  progress  of  medical  affairs  at  the  Saratoga 
Springs,  may  be  acceptable  to  a  respectable  class  of  your  readers ;  and 
J  therefore  hope  you  will  again  indulge  me  with  your  usual  courtesy 
of  a  place  in  your  pages. 

To  medical  men  who  know  by  sad  experience  the  irksome  and  pitiable 
nature  of  their  bondage  at  home  and  seclusion  from  a  bustling  and  migrat- 
ing world,  it  would  seem  scarcely  credible  if  I  should  assert  that  no  class 
of  invalids,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  except  clergymen,  come  to 
these  Springs  in  so  large  a  representation  as  pliysicians.  In  some  instan- 
ces they  are  induced  by  their  patient  to  make  the  excursion  ;  but  gene- 
rally their  own  health,  or  that  of  some  member  of  their  family,  brings 
them  hither.  And  if  a  practitioner  can  bring  himself  to  the  point  of  re- 
linquishing for  two  or  three  v.'eeks  the  everlasting  and  monotonous  routine 
of  "  describing  parallelograms,"  where  can  he  find  more  to  burst  the 
shackles  of  professional  care  and  renovate  his  health  and  spirits,  than  at 
the  Springs  ?  The  atmosphere  peculiar — walking  and  riding  good — board 
from  ^'3,00  to  ^12,00  a  week — the  saloons,  streets,  dipping-rooms  and 
bathing-houses  filled  with  interesting  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
— more  amusements  than  at  anv  other  watering  place — abundance  of 
baths — and,  what  is  more  than  all  other  considerations,  powerful  and  de- 
licious medicines  from  the  hand  of  nature.  In  what  place  can  the  phy- 
sician, whose  very  employment  is  a  disease  and  needs  to  be  prescribed 
for,  condense  into  a  short  absence  so  much  of  relaxation,  diversion,  instruc- 
tion, and  renewal  of  health  and  spirits,  as  here  ? 

It  should  be  distinctly  stated  that  the  practitioners  of  the  village,  whose 
whole  year's  business  is  compressed  into  a  few  weeks'  hard  labor,  cannot 
treat  with  the  courtesy  they  would  desire  their  brethren  from  abroad.  Yet 
their  offices  should  be  the  place  of  call,  at  least  long  enough  for  an  uncere- 
monious introduction  ;  for  in  this  way  physicians  from  abroad  can  more 
easily  become  acquainted  with  each  other.  A  plan  was  adopted  late  in 
the  season  last  summer,  and  incipient  measures  taken,  for  a  daily  levee  of 
the  medical  men  from  abroad,  at  11,  A.  M.  But  it  was  found  that  so 
many  of  the  number  had  left  the  place  as  to  render  the  scheme  impracti- 
14 
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cable.  As  the  month  of  June  is  the  most  idle  month  for  |)ractitioners  in 
the  country,  and  as  those  in  the  cities  are  deserted  by  their  famihes'  flee- 
ing from  their  homes  at  the  commencement  of  the  hot  season,  there  would 
be  a  more  probable  junction  of  all  classes  of  physicians  about  the  last  of 
June  than  at  any  oilier  period  in  the  summer. 

Any  individual  who  feels  desirous,  while  in  pursuit  of  his  own  health 
at  the  Springs,  to  enlarge  his  professional  acquaintance  with  medical  men 
from  various  parts  of  our  country,  and  often  from  the  West  Indies,  has 
only  to  put  up  half  a  dozen  written  or  printed  notices  at  the  dipping-houses 
and  baths,  inviting  his  brethren  to  meet  at  a  given  hour  and  place,  and 
arrangements  could  immediately  be  made  for  a  general  meeting.  And 
should  some  neighboring  physicians  who  have  decided  to  come  on  this 
season  propose,  through  your  columns,  something  like  a  medical  conven- 
tion at  Saratoga,  naming,  say,  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  it  could  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  possible  evil,  and  would  most  certainly  secure  the  object 
proposed.  I  dare  not  make  the  proposal  myself,  as  1  might  be  wholly 
unable  to  assist  in  the  organization  and  conduct  of  the  meeting.  Should 
you,  my  dear  JMr.  Editor,  just  take  up  the  resolve  to  leave  your  tread- 
mill for  a  few  days,  and  come  on  to  sip  at  some  one  or  all  of  our  ten 
"  restoratives,"  it  would  be  exactly  proper  as  well  as  practicable  for  you, 
in  conjunction  with  the  faculty  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  to  fix  on  some 
time  and  publish  it  in  the  Journal. 

The  same  thing  might  be  accomplished  by  any  lialf  dozen  of  medical 
men,  who  have  decided  to  come  on  this  season,  by  proposing  in  your  Jour- 
nal a  medical  meeting  at  any  time  they  shall  choose  to  select.  Such  a 
notification  could  scarcely  fail  to  convene  some  twenty  or  more  from  dif- 
ferent regions.  To  dwell  on  tiie  pleasure  and  benefit  of  an  hour's  daily 
intercourse  among  men  so  secluded,  yet  so  responsible  to  their  employers, 
as  are  physicians,  would  be  an  utter  waste  of  time,  and  I  submit  the  sub- 
ject to  the  good  sense  and  wishes  of  my  brethren  abroad. 

In  my  communication  of  last  year,  the  Iodine  Spring  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  village  was  mentioned  as  having  been  recently  introduced 
to  the  public.  In  consequence  of  the  very  small  amount  of  iron  in  this 
water,  there  beino;  but  one  grain  in  a  gallon,  my  partner.  Professor  Dela- 
raater,  and  myself,  cautiously  prescribed  the  water  last  summer  for  proba- 
bly twenty  invalids  suffering  under  the  various  forms  of  incipient  phthisis. 
Among  them  were  several  cases  of  haemoptysis.  In  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  we  combined  with  the  use  of  the  water  some  mild  anti- 
phlogistic, such  as  super  tartrate  of  potassa,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  antimo- 
nials,  &:c.,  with  tepid  bathing,  vegetable  diet,  and  being  as  much  as  possible 
in  the  open  air.  We  did  not  hear  of  a  single  instance  of  aggravation  of  the 
complaint  while  the  patients  remained  at  the  Springs.  On  the  contrary 
there  was  manifest  improvement  in  most  of  these  patients.  Where  dys- 
peptic symptoms  were  associated  with  hemorrhage  and  cough,  the  change 
in  the  complexion,  strength  and  spirits  was  very  great.  There  is  so  little 
muriate  of  soda  and  iron,  and  so  large  a  proportion  of  magnesia  and  hy- 
driodate  of  soda,  in  this  fountain,  that,  a  priori,  we  felt  strong  confidence 
that  the  remedy  could  be  employed  in  entonic  habits  with  much  less 
risk   of   aggravating  the  inflammation  than  results  from  the  use  of  our 
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common  clialy'oeate  springs.  Tiie  number  of  invalids  with  other  inflam- 
matory complaints  who  were  benefited  by  the  Iodine  Spring,  last  season, 
fully  confirmed  what  was  inferred  from  the  constitution  of  the  water. 
One  or  two  cases  are  adduced  in  illustration. 

Acute  Pericarditis. — A  medical  gentleman  in  one  of  our  large  cities, 
age  say  40,  was  attacked  March  1st,  1840,  with  acute  pericarditis.  He 
was  confined  seven  weeks  under  the  care  of  several  distinguished  physi- 
cians. At  this  period  he  commenced  riding,  and  has  devoted  his  whole 
time  since  to  the  restoration  of  his  health.  He  arrived  here  Aug.  8th. 
His  prominent  difficulties  then,  were  dizziness,  dyspnoea,  indigestion,  and 
general  symptoms  of  inflammatory  diathesis  as  evinced  by  a  thrilling,  hard, 
jerky  and  frequent  pulse.  Directions. — He  is  to  take  five  grs.  of  the 
blue  pill  mass  and  a  teaspoonful  of  antimonial  wine  every  evening.  In 
the  morning,  early,  four  half  pints  of  the  Iodine  Spring  water.  General 
regimen  as  heretofore. 

Aug.  15.  Pulse  has  entirely  lost  its  hardness.  Everything  has  operat- 
ed favorably.  Copious  diuresis  and  catharsis.  Dyspnoea  abated.  Eats 
and  sleeps  well.  Is  already  gaining  strength,  courage  and  spirits.  Seems 
agreeably  surprised  that  a  minei-al  water  can  with  its  auxiliaries  prove  so 
favorable  in  a  complaint  so  decidedly  entonic. 

Aug.  21.  Leaves  to-day  for  his  home  and  business.  His  pulse  is 
without  a  fault.  Says  he  is  well.  Walks  with  strength  and  with  no  dysp- 
noea.    Appetite  and  digestive  powers  natural.     Dizziness  gone. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Lungs. — N.  S.,  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  Aug. 
14,  1840.  Age  39,  a  farmer.  Has  long  been  subject  to  short  breath  on 
running.  Was  affected,  last  winter,  with  a  drv,  harassing  cough,  gra- 
dually  increasing  till  the  middle  of  February,  when  it  became  very  severe, 
and  continued  so  till  May.  Lost  20  lbs.  of  flesh.  His  cough  still  very 
troublesome.  No  consolidation  of  lungs  or  tubercles  apparent  from  per- 
cussion or  stethoscope.  Impulse  of  heart  not  very  extensive.  Violent 
palpitation.  Pulse  120,  soft  and  feeble.  Breath  hurried  on  exercise. 
Lost  2  oz.  blood  yesterday  from  the  lungs.  Tongue  slightly  furred.  Di- 
gestion indifferent.  Appetite  sufficient.  Bowels  regular.  Directions. — 
Take  early  each  morning  four  tumblers  of  the  Iodine  wafer,  adding  to 
each  tumbler  3  i.  cream  of  tartar,  to  be  swallowed  during  the  efferves- 
cence. A  bath  of  mineral  water  every  third  moining,  at  97  degrees,  for 
fifteen  minutes.  . 

Aug.  20.  Pulse  102,  full  and  sti'onger.  The  evacuations  thorough 
and  easy.  Qough  has  diminished.  Expectoration  more  free.  Strength 
improved.  Walks  with  more  ease.  Food  sets  well.  Appetite  stiong. 
Feels  much  more  like  health.  Tongue  yet  coated.  Bath  very  agreeable. 
Some  pain  yet  about  the  chest.     Sleeps  tolerably. 

Aug.  27.  Pulse  100  and  perfectly  soft.  Three  tumblers  with  the 
cream  of  tartar  produce  several  evacuations.  Tongue  slightly  furred. 
No  sign  of  indigestion,  except  slight  flatulence.  Cough  decreasing.  Is 
to  continue  baths  every  third  day,  and  the  Iodine  water  five  tumblers 
simply,  without  the  cr.  tart. 

Sep.  1.  Pulse  98.  Tongue  still  furred.  Impulse  of  heart  nearly 
normal.      The   water  alone  produces  thorough  operations.      Very  little 
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dyspnoea.     Walked  two  miles  yesterday,  comfortably.     Cough  less.     Is 
"  ashamed  of  his  appetite." 

Other  instances  might  be  adduced  from  my  case-book  to  prove  that, 
not  only  in  pulmonary  complaints,  but  in  many  chronic  diseases  in  which 
local  inflammation  seems  to  be  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  removal  of  all 
the  morbid  phenomena,  the  water  of  this  fountain  appears  to  be  exactly 
suitable.  This  Spring  has  been  analyzed  both  by  Dr.  Chilton,  and  Prof. 
Emmons  of  Albany.  Prof.  Emmons  gives  the  following,  which  is  very 
much  like  that  of  Dr.  Chilton. 

One  gallon,  or  231  cubic  inches,  of  the  water,  contains — 

Muriate  of  soda      -         -         -         -         -         -          ]  87  o-rs. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia        -         -         -         -         -       75    "  ~ 

Carbonate  of  lime         -         -         -         -         -         -    26    " 

Carbonate  of  soda  -         --         -         -         -  2   " 

Carbonate  of  iron       --____!« 

Hydriodate  of  soda       -  -         _         _         _  3.5 


294.5 


Carbonic  acid  gas  326  cubic  inches. 
Air       -       -       -       4  " 


Gaseous  contents    330 

But  I  must  not  pass  by  a  still  more  recent  discovery  in  our  village ;  I 
mean  the  Pavillion  Fountain.  The  process  of  excavating  and  curbing 
this  spring  was  finished  the  25th  of  April,  1840.  There  are,  strictly  speak- 
ing, two  fountains,  which  are  conducted  from  a  depth  of  nearly  forty  feet 
to  the  surface  in  two  separate  tubes,  nearly  parallel,  and  several  feet  apart. 
These  tubes  are  about  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  discharge  the  water  from 
their  upper  extremities  nearly  three  feet  above  the  natural  surface  of  the 
ground.  The  carbonic  acid  gas  is  so  abundant,  and  the  stream  so  copious 
and  escaping  at  so  great  a  height  from  the  ground,  that  general  attention 
even  from  the  villagers  was  at  once  attracted  to  these  new  and  beautiful  foun- 
tains. The  principal  proprietor,  Mr.  D.  M'Laren,  who  is  said  to  have  ex- 
pended not  less  than  Jf|5  2000  in  his  indefatigable  exertions  to  enclose  and 
secure  the  springs,  seemed  to  impress  others,  and^|^ferticularly  a  certain 
class  of  invalids  of  long-continued  chronic  ailments,  with,  his  own  enthu- 
siastic belief  that  such  deep  and  boiling  waters  must  contain  ingredients 
and  therapeutical  agencies  for  the  removal  of  disease  unkyown  in  any 
other  of  our  fountains.  There  was  an  immediate  resort  at  that  early  sea- 
son to  the  spring,  which  continued  steadily  to  increase  through  the  season. 
Some  were  disappointed  ;  but  many  were  decidedly  benefited.  As  the 
latter  class  were  desirous  of  continuing  die  use  of  the  Pavillion  water  af- 
ter leaving  Saratoga,  a  great  number  ordered  a  supply  to  be  put  up  in 
botdes,  and  to  accompany  them  on  their  return  home.  If  to  this  circum- 
stance it  be  added,  that  scarcely  a  stranger  entered  our  village  that  did 
not  go  to  sec  and  taste  the  new  Pavillion  Fountains,  the  Header  will  under- 
stand how  this  spring  became  so  generally  known  abroad  during  its  first 
season.     As  the  season  advanced,  I  perceived  that  the  loads  of  this  water 
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in  bottles  that  passed  by  my  office  for  the  railroad  depot  were  more  and 
more  frequent ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  already  been  tried  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  our  neighboring  cities.  Whatever  amount  of  popular 
favor  it  may  ultimately  secure  elsewhere,  it  has  unquestionably  taken  a 
high  rank  here  for  its  delicious  taste  and  solid  utility,  both  among  com- 
mon visitants  and  the  medical  faculty.  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  the 
physicians  from  New  York  city  were  particularly  interested  in  the  new 
fountain,  and  full  in  its  commendation.  It  will  be  seen  by  its  analysis, 
which  I  subjoin,  that  it  promises  to  be  especially  useful  as  a  restorative 
and  tonic.  The  water  was  twice  analyzed  last  season  ;  once  by  Mr.  James 
Thomas,  a  respectable  chemist  from  New  York,  who  performed  the  whole 
examination  here — and  once  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Chilton,  of  New  York.  As 
many  copies  of  Mr.  Thomas's  analysis  hav^e  already  been  distributed  by 
Mr.  M'Laren,  Dr.  Chilton's  only  is  forwarded  for  insertion.  In  231  cubic 
inches,  or  one  gallon,  of  the  West  Pavillion  Fountain,  there  are,  of 

Chloride  of  sodium 1S7.68  grs. 

Carbonate  of  soda 4.92  " 

Carbonate  of  lime     - 52.84  " 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  _  _         _         _        56.92  " 

Carbonate  of  iron     ------      3.51  " 

Sulphate  of  soda -  1.4S  " 

Iodide  of  sodium  and  a  trace  of  bromide  of  potassium  2.59  " 

Alumine .42  " 

Phosphate  of  lime     ------       .19  " 

Silica 1.16  " 


311.71 

Carbonic  acid        359.5  cubic  inches. 
Atmospheric  air         5.3         " 


Gaseous  contents  364.8 

I  have  only  to  add  that  these  fountains  are  situated  about  20  rods  east 
of  Broadway,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  only  a  few  rods 
south-easterly  of  the  Pavillion  Hotel. 

As  to  the  other  fountains,  the  Old  Congress  still  retains  its  well-known 
qualities,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  a  slight  diminution  of  its  gas,  and  is 
still  considered  The  Saratoga  Spring.  The  Columbian,  four  rods  south-west 
of  the  Congress,  has  been  re-constructed  and  greatly  improved  in  its  taste 
and  briskness,  and  has  been  ornamented  with  a  handsome  dome.  The  New 
Congress,  owned  by  Mr.  Lewis  Putnam,  has  lost  none  of  its  popularity.  It 
has  been  analyzed  by  Dr.  Chilton,  and  its  analysis  published.  It  contains 
seven  grains  of  carbonate  of  iron  in  the  gallon,  and  is  highly  charged 
with  other  saline  ingredients,  and  with  carbonic  acid.  The  Flat  Rock, 
which  lost  every  particle  of  its  gas  and  sunk  below  its  outlet  during  the 
deep  mining  for  the  Pavillion  Fountain,  some  ten  rods  distant,  has  been 
newly  curbed,  and  is  in  a  much  improved  condition.  Within  a  Tew  rods 
of  this,  and  near  Waterbury's  Spring,  a  large  and  elegant  bathing  estab- 
lishment was  erected  eariy  last  summer.     The  other  springs  retain  their 
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established  character ;  and  we  have  now  ten  dipping  places,  at  each  one 
of  which  persons  are  stationed,  and  daily  employed,  during  the  summer, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  visitants. 

Before  closing  tljis  annual  sketch  of  Saratoga,  it  should  be  stated  that 
about  forty  dwelling  houses,  large  and  small,  have  been  annually  added 
to  our  village  for  three  years  past.  Its  present  population  is  said  to  be 
about  2500.  A  new  brick  Methodist  church  is  nearly  completed,  and  a 
Presbyterian  church  will  be  commenced  soon  on  Broadw  ay.  A  large 
academy  for  boys,  and  a  new  cemetery,  are  under  contract.  We  have  al- 
ready both  an  academical  school  and  a  select  school  for  boys  ;  an  excellent 
seminary  for  young  ladies,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Misses  Way- 
land,  sisters  of  President  Wayland  ;  and  on  the  first  of  May  another 
select,  academical  school  for  young  ladies  is  to  be  opened  here  by  Mrs. 
Rev.  Austin  Dickenson,  well  known  as  a  celebrated  instructress  in  New 
York  city  a  few  years  since.  I  am  thus  particular  respecting  these  schools, 
because  medical  men  are  frequently  consulted  about  the  disposal  of  deli- 
cate children  v/hose  parents  are  anxious  to  secure  both  a  healthy  location, 
where  constitutional  infirmities  may  be  gradually  removed  and  outgrown, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  safe  family  and  school  where  morals  and  mental 
culture  can  be  promoted. 

The  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  past  season  reduced  somewhat 
the  number  of  mere  tourists,  though  several  of  our  large  houses  were 
more  than  full.  The  number  of  patients,  iiowever,  was  never  larger  since 
my  observations  here,  nor  the  complaints  more  various.  Many  cutaneous 
diseases  were  scarcely  at  all  benefited.  A  young  clergyman  who  had 
acne  punctata,  connected  with  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  who 
had  tried  many  courses  of  medicine  in  vain,  spent  many  weeks  here, 
drinking  and  bathing  under  every  form  and  with  various  adjuvants,  and 
finally  left  us  with  some  littlv"?  improvement  in  his  general  health,  but  with 
none  in  the  eruption  of  his  face. 

The  minister's  throat  ail,  which,  by  the  way,  has  now  become  ex- 
tremely prevalent  among  all  classes,  and  particularly  mechanics,  was  more 
common  than  ever  here  last  season.  Your  readers,  Mr.  Editor,  will  recol- 
lect the  many  explanations  that  appeared  in  this  Journal  some  12  or  18 
months  since.  The  very  singular  discrepancy  of  these  opinions,  and  of 
all  others  which  have  hitherto  been  published  on  this  malady,  show  that 
its  cause  and  pathology  are  yet  to  be  discovered.  A  suitable  name,  too, 
is  yet  to  be  found :  for  its  extension  to  multitudes  who  never  speak  in 
public,  shows  the  absurdity  of  the  denomination  I  have  conformed  to,  as 
well  as  that  of  "  morbus  laryngeus  locutorum ;"  while  the  miserable  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  the  lancet,  blue  pills,  and  other  antiphlogistic 
treatment,  demonstrates  that  bronchitis  is  a  sad  misnomer.  It  seems  too 
evident  that  this  cognomen  has  misled  many  in  the  treatment,  and  tended 
to  retard  the  faculty  in  their  efforts  to  discover  the  best  method  of  cure. 
That  the  medical  profession  have  been  greatly  perplexed  by  this  com- 
plaint, cannot  be  concealed.  Before  coming  to  this  place,  in  1839,  I  had 
several  cases  of  complete  recovery  by  the  use  of  acrids  and  metallic  tonics, 
given  several  times  daily  in  wine  :  and  I  began  to  entertain  a  strong  hope 
that  I  should  be  able  to  report  to  my  medical  brethren   an  infalhble  pro- 
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cess.  Although  this  plan  has  failed  in  several  instances  since,  yet,  in 
coniparinj^  the  many  diversified  methods  which  are  yearly  reported  to  me 
here  from  various  respectable  physicians,  no  course  has  appeared  so  bene- 
ficial as  one  similar  to  the  above,  and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  an  ex- 
cellent paper  from  Prof.  Hamilton,  of  Rochester,  which  appeared  in  your 
No.  for  Aug.  26.  1840.  During  the  thiee  past  seasons,  a  very  few  cases 
of  this  complaint  have  been  apparently  injured  by  our  waters,  and  more 
have  failed  of  cure.  But  a  very  fair  proportion  of  all  this  class  have  been 
benefited  by  the  baths  and  internal  use  of  the  water. 

There  was  a  great  number  of  neuralgic  cases  here  last  season,  and  with 
satisfactory  results.  Hot  baths,  general  and  local,  were  a  powerful  auxi- 
liary in  these  cases.  The  same  was  true  of  rheumatism.  In  a  case  of 
chalky  concretions  in  the  joints,  of  long  standing,  the  patient  took  the 
bath  daily  for  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  at  l02  degrees,  with  signal  benefit. 
Other  instances  of  general  enlargemint  of  the  joints  with  rheumatic  pain, 
were  treated  in  a  similar  manner.  In  some  instances  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  a  single  joint  from  accidental  bruises  and  sprains,  hot,  mineral 
water,  in  the  form  of  douche,  was  followed  by  cold  afiijsion  with  benefit. 

During  tiie  season,  we  had  our  usual  share  of  flyspepsia  in  all  its  forms, 
biliom  derangements,  scrofula,  intermittent  fevers,  chronic  diarrhoeas,  ner- 
vous diseases  in  general,  nurses'  sore  mouth,  calculous  complaints,  and 
dropsies. 

The  waters  were  drank,  not  only  as  a  cathartic  in  the  morning,  but  as 
an  alterative  and  tonic,  being  taken  at  two  or  three  separate  intervals,  and 
in  as  large  quantities  as  could  be  borne  without  fiee  catharsis.  The  latter 
method  is  moi'e  appropriate  to  complaints  of  long  standing.  The  old- 
fashioned  method,  however,  of  free  potations  in  the  morning,  early,  com- 
bined, if  necessary,  a  few  mornings,  with  some  auxiliary  laxative,  yet  re- 
mains the  most  common  and  approved  treatment. 

Baths  were  more  useful  than  ever  last  season.  In  feeble,  cool,  atonic 
patients,  it  was  very  customary  to  prescribe  from  six  to  twelve  baths  in  as 
many  days,  at  from  100  to  110  degrees,  and  when  the  skin  became  florid, 
the  face  well  colored,  the  extremities  warm,  and  the  skin  moist  and  perspi- 
rable, to  substitute  the  cold  shower  daily,  beginning  w  ith  two  or  three 
quarts  from  the  fountain.  This  small  quantity  of  cold  water  was  never 
followed  by  a  chill,  and  the  re-action  and  glow  were  more  full  than  if  two 
buckets  had  been  poured  over  the  patient.  In  this  way  the  thorough  re- 
volution in  the  general  circulation,  which  had  been  produced  by  the  hot 
baths,  was  secured  and  confirmed  by  the  shock  and  glow  of  the  cold  dash  ; 
and  so  great  an  auxiliary  did  the  baths  prove  to  the  internal  use  of  the  wa- 
ters, last  season,  that  medicines  seemed  but  little  called  for  in  many  in- 
stances. Invalids  were  occasionally  very  languid  on  coming  from  the  baths 
at  110  degrees;  but  the  manifest  impression  upon  their  prevailing,  consti- 
tutional complaints  and  sufferings,  and  the  general  perspiration  and  glow 
of  several  hours,  not  only  reconciled  them  to  the  temporary  faintness  and 
languor,  but  inspired  them  with  confidence  in  the  plan. 

Saratoga,  \9th  March,  1841.  M.  L.  North. 
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BY    J.   C.   WARREN,    M.D. 

REPORTED    FOR   THE    MEDICAL   JOURNAL    BY     S.    PARKMAN,    M.D. 

Dislocation  of  right  Femur  forwards  and  doivmoards. — A  delicate- 
looking  Irish  child,  aet.  6  years,  was  brought  to  the  Hospital  April  21st, 
and  the  following  very  meagre  account  given — that  while  at  play  at 
school,  eight  or  ten  weeks  since,  she  was  thrown  over  a  bench,  in  some 
manner  undescribed,  and  was  taken  up  lame;  which  lameness  has  con- 
tinued since,  though  the  child  has  walked,  but  always  with  a  limp.  About 
two  weeks  after  the  accident,  she  was  seen  by  Dr.  Hale,  who  considering 
the  case  as  one  of  dislocation,  advised  immediate  recourse  to  the  Hospital, 
which  advice,  however,  was  at  the  time  neglected.  Latterly  the  child 
has  been  treated  by  some  one  for  hip  disease. 

Upon  examination,  the  patient  lying  upon  the  back,  the  sole  of  the 
lame  side  projected  an  inch  and  a  half  beyond  that  of  the  opposite,  with 
the  toe  slightly  turned  outwards ;  this  appeared,  however,  mostly  due  to  a 
depression  of  the  right  half  of  the  pelvis,  the  ant.  sup.  spinous  process 
of  the  ileum  being  very  considerably  lower  on  the  right  side  than  on  the 
left.  On  turning  the  patient  upon  the  face,  the  right  nates  appeared  some- 
what flatter  than  the  left.  Apprehensions  at  first  would  naturally  be  ex- 
cited that  this  was  a  case  of  hip  disease,  in  its  first  stage ;  but  the  entire 
ahsence  of  anything  like  pain  upon  the  motion  of  the  joint,  of  anything 
like  a  febrile  attack  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  entirely  precluded  this 
supposition.  There  was  great  stiffness  in  the  joint,  it  being  somewhat 
difficult  of  decision  whether  there  was  any  actual  motion,  though  careful 
examination,  by  fixing  the  pelvis,  showed  the  existence  of  it  in  a  very 
limited  degree.  The  affected  limb  naturally  lay  slightly  abducted;  it 
could  be  forcibly  adducted,  but  immediately,  upon  being  left  to  itself, 
sprang  outward.  On  placing  our  patient  upon  her  feet,  the  limb  assumed 
a  very  peculiar  and  characteristic  position  ;  the  whole  weight  of  the  body 
was  thrown  upon  the  sound  limb,  while  the  right  or  affected  limb  was  ad- 
vanced forward,  abducted,  turned  outwards,  and  bent  at  the  knee,  as  if 
too  long,  the  pelvis  at  the  same  time  being  forced  upwards  upon  the 
sound  side,  and  depressed  on  the  affected.  The  weight  of  the  body 
being  thrown,  as  we  have  said,  upon  the  left  side,  its  upper  part,  to  pre- 
serve the  equilibrium,  was  naturally  advanced  a  little  forward  and  towards 
the  right  side. 

We  have  called  this  posture  characteristic.  It  is  that  of  the  dislocation 
into  i\\Q  foramen  ovale.  Of  course  it  is  not  pathognomonic,  but  it  re- 
mains to  verify  the  lengthening  of  the  limb  by  actual  measurement,  and 
to  find  the  head  of  the  bone.  Measuring  from  the  most  usual  point  of 
departure  on  the  pelvis,  the  ant.  sup.  spinous  process  of  the  ileum,  to  the 
upper  edge  of  the  patella,  the  protuberance  of  the  inner  ankle  or  the  sole 
of  the  foot,  the  left  or  sound  limb  appears  the  longer  by  from  a  quarter 
to  a  half  of  an  inch.  This,  at  first  view,  would  appear  perfectly  contra- 
dictory to  and  conclusive  against  our  previous  opinion  of  dislocation  into 
the  foramen  ovale,  since  if  the  head  of  the  bone  have  descended,  the  limb 
must  necessarily  be  elongated.     But  a  little  closer  consideration  of  the 
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case  shows  that  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  resuhs  furnished  by  this  measure- 
ment. We  have  desciibed  the  pelvis  as  deviated  to  the  ri^^ht  or  affected 
side  ;  in  fact  this  deviation  consists  not  merely  in  a  .simplcMlepression,  but 
in  an  inclination  forwards,  the  right  half  of  the  pelvis  forming  a  smaller 
angle  with  the  femur  than  the  left;  and  the  point  where  the  pelvis  and 
femur  unite  being  the  centre  of  the  angle,  it  follows  that  the  ant.  sup. 
spinous  process  of  the  lame  side  must,  by  this  inclination  forwards,  be  ap- 
proximated to  any  point  of  the  limb  to  which  we  measure.  It  becomes 
necessary,  then,  to  choose  some  point  of  the  pelvis  near  its  union  with  the 
femur,  and  which  cannot  consequently  deceive  us,  as  our  point  from 
which  to  measure.  And  in  fact  if  we  choose  the  tuberosity  of  the 
ischium,  die  fold  of  the  groin,  the  lateral  fold  of  the  thigh,  all  points  im- 
mediately in  this  vicinity  and  well  marked,  or  if  placing  the  body  entirely 
straight  we  take  the  umbilicus,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Fisher,  as  our  start- 
ing point,  and  measure  to  the  patella,  the  internal  malleolus,  or  the  sole 
of  the  foot,  we  do  find  the  affected  limb  actually  to  be  by  all  these  measure- 
ments from  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch  the  longest.  Another  im- 
portant measurement  is  that  from  the  lowest  spine  of  the  sacrum  outward 
to  either  of  the  trochanters,  by  which  we  find  the  trochanter  of  the  af- 
fected side  to  be  approximated  one  whole  inch  towards  the  sacrum  ;  which 
approximation  may  be  thus  accounted  for — by  the  head  of  the  bone  be- 
ing thrown  forward,  the  trochanter  is  drawn  backward  and  towards  the 
sacrum  by  the  action  of  the  glutaei  and  rotator  muscles  of  the  thigh. 

The  affected  limb  being  thus  fully  established  to  be  the  longer,  we 
proceed  to  the  search  for  the  head  of  the  bone.  Search  was  of  course 
first  made  in  the  spot  where  the  head  is  described,  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
to  be  in  the  dislocation  into  the  foramen  ovale,  the  upper  and  inner  part 
of  the  thigh  ;  but  the  finger  detected  nothing  in  this  spot.  A  further  and 
more  minute  examination,  however,  showed,  by  the  resistance  offered  to 
the  touch  and  a  slight  tenderness  upon  pressure,  the  head  of  the  bone  to 
be  situated  immediately  external  to,  and  in  contact  with,  the  insertion  of 
the  triceps  and  gracilis  muscles,  which  are  seen  and  felt  forcibly  extended 
by  the  elongation  of  the  limb.  From  all  these  facts,  and  especially  from 
the  discovery  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  the  diagnosis  was  made  up  that 
the  head  of  the  bone  was  not  in  the  acetabulum,  but  dislodged,  not  com- 
pletely into  the  foramen  ovale,  but  hitched  upon  the  edge  of  the  socket, 
in  the  notch  between  it  and  the  foramen  ;  forming  an  incomplete  dislo- 
cation forwards  and  downwards — a  variety  not  described  by  Sir  Asdey 
Cooper — which  peculiarity  also  accounts  for  the  slight  elongation  of  the 
limb. 

We  have,  then,  a  dislocation  of  the  thigh  from  eight  to  ten  weeks'  du- 
ration, in  a  child  six  years  of  age.  Should  we  proceed  to  attempts  at 
reduction  ?  By  these  attempts,  if  properly  managed,  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  harm  can  be  done.  Neither  was  the  probability  very  great  that 
much  could  be  effected.  But  taking  into  consideration  that  this  disloca- 
tion, if  left  to  itself,  must  be  followed,  in  the  efforts  of  nature  to  preserve 
the  equilibrium  of  the  body,  by  a  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  per- 
haps by  a  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  a  matter  of  considerable  consequence  to 
a  female,  it  was  decided  to  attempt  what  could  be  done.     To  apply  the 
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manoetivres  nocessaty  for  redaction  with  any  probability  of  success,  it  was 
absolutely  indispensable  that  tlie  pelvis  s'loidd  be  firmly  fixed  for  the 
counter-extension,  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  in  so  small  and  thin  a  sub- 
ject. To  effect  this,  a  plank  was  formed  about  the  size  of  the  patient,  in 
which  holes  and  grooves  were  cut  at  different  points,  for  the  reception  of 
bandages,  which  were  so  applied  as  to  envelope  the  whole  trunk  and  fasten 
it,  especially  the  pelvis,  immovably  firm.  All  this  being  arranged,  and 
our  patient  being  completely  under  the  influence  of  nauseating  doses  of 
tartarized  antimony,  the  extension  was  made  with  the  assistance  of  aids 
pulling  at  a  band  attached  above  the  knee,  downwards  and  across  the 
sound  limb,  while  a  counter-extension  was  made  outward  by  a  band 
passed  around  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh.  This  failing.  Dr.  Warren 
taking  the  iirnb,  and  flexing  it  at  the  knee,  made  extension  across  and  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  sound  thigh,  at  the  same  time  rotating  it  from 
without  inwards,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  dislodge  the  head  from  the  notch 
where  it  was  hitched.  This  meeting  with  no  better  success,  the  same 
attempts  were  made  with  the  limb  carried  behind  the  other,  as  directed 
by  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  Although  the  head  of  the  bone  did  undoubtedly 
at  one  time  move,  no  permanent  benefit  was  gained,  and  these  efforts 
having  been  steadily  maintained  for  the  space  of  thirty  minutes,  it  was 
not  thought  prudent  to  continue  them  any  further.  Since  the  attempt, 
the  patient  has  suffered  not  the  slightest  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the  part, 
and  is  in  all  respects  as  well  off  as  before. 

The  chief  peculiarity  of  this  case,  and  the  one  which  for  a  time  caused 
some  doubt  as  to  the  reality  of  dislocation,  is  the  diversity  of  measurement. 
We  have  already  shown  how  this  arose,  and  in  what  manner  we  may  be 
deceived,  unless  all  the  peculiarities  of  a  case  be  taken  into  the  account. 
The  causes  of  this  twisting  of  the  pelvis  would  appear  to  be — 1.  The  rest- 
ing of  the  body  upon  the  sound  limb  causes  the  pelvis  of  that  side  to  be 
pushed  upwards,  as  any  one  may  verify  upon  himself  by  experiment.  In 
this  case  the  girl  had  been  moving  about  for  eight  or  ten  weeks  with  the 
left  lower  extremity  alone  capable  of  performing  its  functions,  the  right 
being  of  little  if  any.  actual  use  in  progression.  And,  2d.  The  contrac- 
tion of  the  triceps  and  psoas  muscles,  both  put  upon  the  stretch  by  the 
elongated  limb,  must  have  the  tendency  to  bend  the  pelvis  upon  the  ex- 
tremity when  it  is  planted  upon  the  ground.  These  variations  of  the 
pelvis  either  upward  or  downward  are  very  interesting  and  often  some- 
what difficult  of  explanation,  and  have  hardly  received  their  due  share 
of  attention  from  surgical  writers.  There  are  several  cases  now  in 
the  wards  illustrative  of  them  ;  from  the  comparison  of  which  several 
useful  hints  may  be  deduced,  and  which  will  probably  form  the  subject  of 
a  future  article.  The  consequences  in  this  case  will  undoubtedly  be — 1. 
The  formation  of  a  new  joint.  2.  A  shortening  of  the  limb,  the  head  of 
the  bone  sinking  into  the  adventitious  cavity.  3.  A  gradual  straightening 
of  the  limb  ;  and,  4.  Increased  motion.  So  that  from  the  youth  of  the 
patient  we  may  conclude  that  by  the  time  she  has  reached  womanhood, 
the  parts  will  have  become  so  adapted  to  their  new  position  that  the  lame- 
ness will  be  much  diminished,  if  not  entirely  imperceptible. 

The  pullies  were  not  used  in   this  case,  as  from  the  youth  of  the  pa- 
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tient  there  would  have  been  great  clanger  of  separating  the  epiphysis  of 
the  bone,  by  applying  a  force  not  so  easily  a|)precialjle  as  that  of  the 
muscles  of  tiie  surgeon,  which  in  this  case  must  have  evidently  been  suffi- 
cient to  effect  all  that  could  have  been  done  with  safety. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  for  the  reduction  of  the  dislocation  into  the  fora- 
men ovale,  directs  that  the  atiected  limb  should  be  carried  behind  the 
sound  one  ;  since  if  carried  before,  the  head  of  the  bone  will  be  exceed- 
ingly liable  to  slip  round  the  socket  into  the  ischiatic  notch.  In  this  case 
Dr.  Warren  preferred  to  carry  the  limb  nnteriorhj,  as  from  the  disloca- 
tion being  incomplete,  as  we  have  described  it,  this  danger  did  not  exist, 
and  this  manoeuvre  was  the  more  likely  to  free  the  head  of  the  bone,  and 
throw  it  into  the  acetabulum,  as  any  one  may  verify  upon  the  skeleton. 

Dislocations  of  this  joint  are  extremely  rare  in  adult  females.  Dr. 
Warren  himself  has  never  met  with  an  instance ;  and  in  his  late  visit  to 
Europe  he  made  particular  inquiries  of  most  of  the  surgeons  of  the  large 
hospitals  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  Germany  and  Belgium,  as  to 
their  experience  upon  this  subject,  nine  out  of  ten  of  whom  replied  that 
they  had  never  seen  it,  and  no  one  had  encountered  more  than  two  or 
three  cases  at  the  utmost.  And  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  they  did 
not  appear  aware,  till  their  attention  was  called  to  it,  of  the  rarity  of  the 
occurrence.  The  accident  in  this  joint  to  which  females  are  particularly 
liable,  is  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  even  from  injuries  to  appear- 
ance very  slight,  and  seemingly  little  calculated  to  produce  so  grave  an 
effect.  And  the  above  remark  cannot  be  too  carefully  borne  in  mind,  as 
hardly  a  year  passes  without  the  presentation  at  this  hospital  of  these 
cases  of  fractured  cervix  in  females,  many  weeks  after  the  accident,  who 
have  been  treated  and  horribly  tortured  by  ignorant  persons  for  disloca- 
tion of  the  hip-joint,  an  accident  which  we  have  seen  to  be  hardly 
possible. 

The  causes  of- this  rarity  of  dislocation  and  frequency  of  fracture  in  the 
female  may  be  stated  as — 1.  The  cervix  femoris  is  smaller  in  the  female  ; 
by  actual  measurement  and  comparison  of  several  specimens  of  male  and 
female  thigh  bones,  there  appears  to  be  the  difference  of  an  inch  in  fa- 
vor of  the  former.  A  force,  therefore,  which  in  the  male  would  pro- 
duce dislocation,  in  the  female  causes  fracture.  2.  The  neck  of  the  bone 
is  nearer  a  right  angle  with  the  shaft ;  a  blow,  therefore,  upon  the  trochan- 
ter is  much  more  direct  in  its  effects  upon  the  cervix.  3.  From  the 
greater  width  of  the  pelvis  the  trochanters  are  more  prominent,  and 
consequently  more  liable  to  blows  in  the  female.  4,  This  greater  width 
of  the  pelvis  causes  an  inward  obliquity  of  the  thighs,  from  which  their 
support  is  less  firm  than  that  of  the  male,  and  they  are  consequently  more 
liable  to  be  thrown  by  slight  causes  upon  the  side,  in  which  manner,  in 
fact,  this  accident  most  usually  happens  ;  and,  5.  Females,  from  their 
occupation,  are  less  liable  than  the  other  sex  to  accidents  of  sufficient 
violence  to  cause  dislocation  of  this  joint,  while  the  greater  fragility  of 
their  bones,  taken  in  connection  with  the  other  circumstances  mentioned 
above,  would  seem  peculiarly  to  predispose  them  to  fractures  of  the 
cervix  femoris,  which  fracture,  in  fact,  is  probably  the  most  frequent  to 
which  they  are  subject,  especially  after  a  certain  age.     These  anatomical 
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peculiarities  do  not  exist  prior  to  the  age  of  puberty ;  before  this  age, 
therefore,  the  female  is  subject  to  the  same  casualties  in  this  joint  as  the 
other  sex. 
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The  last  publication  of  this  Society  has  been  on  our  table  some  weeks,  but 
prior  claims  have  prevented  an  earlier  notice  of  it.  Sumner  Ely,  M.D., 
late  president,  gave  the  annual  address,  Feb.  3d,  which  is  the  first  article 
in  the  series.  The  subject  is  inflamviatory  fever.  It  is  an  old,  thread- 
bare subject,  yet  judiciously  managed  in  the  skilful  hands  of  Dr.  Ely. 
The  next  paper  is  an  elaborate  one  by  Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  of  Bing- 

hampton a  prize  dissertation,  being  an  analysis  of  the  discoveries  concern- 

m^r  the  physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  from  the  piiblications  of  Sir 
Charles  Bell  to  the  present  time,  audi  maybe  read  with  profit.  The  au- 
thor exhibits  extensive  knowledge,  profound  attainments  in  science,  and 
great  devotion  to  the  interests  of  a  profession  of  which  he  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  prominent  member.  European  physiologists  should  be 
furnished  with  this  laborious  production.  It  would  not  only  show  them 
the  hio-h  value  placed  on  their  own  labors,  but  would  also  convince  them 
of  the  perseverance  and  research  of  American  practitioners,  even  under 
extraordinary  disadvantages  for  systematic  study.  A  paper  on  ergot,  by 
Dr.  Beck,  has  already  received  attention.  The  next,  is  upon  ligatures  of 
the  femoral  and  external  iliac  arteries,  by  Dr.  Porta!,  of  Palermo,  with 
two  engravings.  The  fifth  and  last  of  the  principal  communications  to 
the  Society,  is  an  address  by  Dr.  Daniel  Haynes,  before  the  Rensselaer 
County  Society  in  1838,  on  hereditary  diseases,  which  is  altogether  too 
feeble  to  orope  its  way  through  the  world  alone.  Respect  for  the  charac- 
ter of  the°man  who  wrote  it,  must  alone  have  induced  the  committee  of 
publication  to  admit  it  into  their  published  transactions.  John  B.  Beck, 
M.D.,  one  of  the  distinguished  authors  of  the  American  work  on  medical 
jurisprudence,  a  professor  in  the  Medical  College  of  New  York,  whose 
name  is  intimately  associated  with  the  progress  of  medicine  in  this  coun- 
try, was  elected  President  of  the  Society  ;  Dr.  William  Taylor,  Vice 
President;  Dr.  P.  Williams,  Treasurer;  and  Dr.  Peter  Van  Olinda,  Sec- 
retary- There  are  various  items  in  these  Transactions  which  might  be 
transferred  to  the  pages  of  the  Journal,  to  prove  the  activity  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  empfre  Stale.  Assailed  as  they  are  by  those  modern 
nomades,  the  Thomsonians,  the  character  of  all  their  cherished  medical 
institutions  threatened,  and  their  usefulness  abridged  by  the  weakness  of 
the  Le"-islature  which  hopes  in  ignorance,  and  fears  the  light  of  know- 
ledfre  where  one  of  the  Society  happens  to  be  recognized,  the  members 
have  certainly  sustained  themselves  admirably,  and  in  after  times  these 
records  will  redound  to  the  wisdom,  energy,  science  and  literary  fame  of 
those  who  now  constitute  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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Anti-phre7iology. — F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D.,  delivered  a  lecture  on  phre- 
nology before  the  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Athenajum,  on  the  9th  of  Feb.  last. 
We  consider  ourselves  in  the  first  rank  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  admirers,  while 
he  keeps  himself  within  the  sphere  for  which  he  is  admirably  filled  by  na- 
ture and  education.  He  can  amputate  a  limb  as  scientifically  as  any 
other  surgeon,  or  discourse  unexceptionably  upon  topics  that  are  strictly 
professional.  But  when  he  makes  a  departure  from  the  post  road  in  which 
his  mind  has  been  accustomed  to  travel,  there  is  sad  evidence  of  aberra- 
tion. Our  friend  seems  determined  to  make  himself  ridiculous  by  med- 
dling with  his  old  aversion,  phrenology — and  there  is  now  a  fair  prospect 
of  ultimate  success.  If  the  science  requires  stronger  evidence  of  its  truth 
than  has  yel  been  arrayed  by  those  illustrious  philosophers  whose  works 
are  spread  over  ihe  land,  it  is  to  be  found  on  or  in  the  head  of  our  intracta- 
ble friend.  With  regard  lo  the  literature  of  the  lecture — we  consider  that 
it  falls  so  much  below  the  standard  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  ordinary  productions, 
that  were  it  not  for  a  note  entitled  "apology  to  the  pullic,"  under  his  own 
name,  it  might  have  been  suspected  that  the  whole  was  an  imposition  to 
injure  the  reputed  author,  by  some  mischievous  fellow  envious  of  the 
doctor's  success  and  general  reputation.  In  the  second  place,  the  science 
discoverable  in  this  lecture  also  shines  dimly.  Obstinacy  and  the  manifes- 
tation of  a  disposition  to  blot  out  of  existence  whatever  does  not  accord 
with  his  own  preconceived  opinions,  characterize  this  unfortunate  Roches- 
ter lecture.  The  case  must  be  handed  over  lo  Dr.  Allen,  editor  of  the 
Phrenological  Journal,  for  adjudication.  We  by  no  means  intend  to  give 
the  author  up  as  incorrigible.  No  man  writes  with  more  energy  or  effect 
than  Dr.  Hamilton,  in  a  certain  line  ;  and  we  regret,  therefore,  in  common 
with  others,  to  witness  any  expenditure  of  intellectual  strength  which 
might  be  more  profitably  employed. 


Diversities  of  the  Human  Character. — As  soon  as  room  can  be  afforded, 
we  shall  commence  a  review  of  several  published  lectures  by  Dr.  John 
Augustine  Smith,  a  Professor  of  Physiology  and  President  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  city  of  New  York — the  first  having  a 
title  something  like  the  above   caption.      It  would    be  really  convenient  tO' 

have  the  volume  in  the  office  for  the  compositor  to  correct  his  proof  by 

it  being  exceedingly  tedious  to  travel  down  Washington  street  to  a  book- 
store and  beg  permission  to  look  and  re-look  at  an  unsold  copy  whenever 
necessary.  We  hope,  however,  not  to  make  very  gross  mistakes  in  the 
way  of  quotation  on  that  account.  One  reason  why  Dr.  Smith's  book  has 
attracted  no  attention  whatever,  is  because  editors  have  not  seen  it,  and 
therefore  had  nothing  to  say.  The  parsimony  of  the  publisher,  or  author, 
has  killed  it. 

Harris's  Dental  Surgery. — As  long  ago  as  1839,  a  volume  was  pub- 
lished at  Baltimore,  entitled  "  The  Dental  Art— a  practical  Treatise  on 
Dental  Surgery;  by  C.  A.  Harris,  M.D."  A  copy  has  fortunately  come 
into  our  possession,  within  a  few  days,  and  we  find  it  deserving  of  far 
more  notice  than  it  seems  heretofore  to  have  attracted.  When  a  few 
other  things  have  been  disposed  of,  this  useful  but  too  much  neglected 
scientific  production  shall  have  justice  done  it,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to 
render  it.  In  the  mean  time  our  practical  dentists  are  advised  to  make 
themselves  familiar  with  the  work. 
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Boylston  Prize  Questions. — Wiihin  a  few  days  we  have  seen  the  late 
successful  prize  essays  on  scrofula,  rheumatism  and  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation, by  Edward  Warren,  M.D.,  in  a  conveniently-printed  form  for  the 
library.  The  author  has  recently  established  himself  at  Newton,  Lower 
Falls.  Dr.  Warren  is  an  excellent  writer,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he 
does  not  oftener  appear  before  the  public. 


Aid  to  the  Neto  York  Dispensaries. — We  are  glad  to  learn  that  a  bill 
passed  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  the  other  day,  which  has  been  since 
approved  by  the  Governor,  authorizing  the  payment  of  S1500  to  each  of 
the  medical  dispensaries  of  New  York,  from  the  money  collected  on  alien 
passengers,  provided  there  is  money  enough  remaining  in  the  treasury  to 
do  so,  when  all  other  charges  are  paid  which  by  law  are  liquidated  from 
money  arising  from  that  source. 


Boston  Medical  Association. — The  annua!  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  held  at  the  Mason-street  College,  on  the  4th  of  May.  There  being 
scarcely  any  business  besides  electing  a  Secretary  and  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year,  the  members,  few  in  number,  soon  retired. 
Dr.  Gregerson  was  re-chosen  Secretary,  and  Drs.  Randall,  Hoa)ans, 
Ware,  Hayward  and  Bigelow  constitute  the  Committee.  Drs.  Ware  and 
Bigelow  were  appointed  to  revise  the  fee  table,  which  is  to  be  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Association  at  the  next  meeting. 


Medical  Counsellors. — A  medical  caucus  is  to  be  held  in  the  Suffolk 
District  on  Saturday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  upon  a  list  of  can- 
didates for  Counsellors  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  This  is  a  capital 
move,  since  it  will  save  time  on  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting.  Gentle- 
men in  the  several  country  districts  should  get  together  at  once,  for  the 
same  purpose.  There  have  been  annual  elections  of  Counsellors  who 
have  not  met  with  the  Society  for  fifteen  years.  The  evil  may  be  correct- 
ed by  a  little  effort  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  the  good  of  the  institu- 
tion at  heart. 

Surgical  Instrument  Makers. — For  the  convenience  of  the  profession 
in  the  country,  we  are  requested  to  mention  that  Mr.  Zeitz  has  relinquish- 
ed the  manufacture  of  surgical  instruments,  and  is  succeeded  by  Messrs. 
Hawes  and  Alherty,  at  6S  Court  street. — Mr.  Phelps,  widely  known  for 
his  mechanical  ingenuity  in  the  same  business,  remains  at  the  usual  place, 
corner  of  Court  street  and  Cornhill — up  stairs. — Beautiful  instruments, 
also,  either  of  English,  American  or  French  manufacture,  may  be  found, 
as  in  times  past,  at  Messrs.  Brewers,  Cushing  and  Stevens's,  No.  90 
Washington  Street. 


Proper  Period  for  Vaccination. — Dr.  Gregory  says  that  the  question  of 
the  most  proper  age  for  vaccination  might  be  drawn  into  a  very  small 
compass.  Provided  that  the  disease  were  taken  properly — that  there  was 
a  sjood  vesicle  and  areola,  with  a  due  degree  of  constitutional  efTect — it 
mattered  not  whether  vaccination  were  performed  at  the  second,  third  or 
fourth  month,  or  the  second,  third  or  fourth  year.  The  true  question  for 
consideration  was,  at  what  period  of  infantile  life  vaccination  could  be  per- 
formed, so  as  most  certainly  to  ensure  success,  and  to  avoid  inconvenience 
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to  the  parties.  This  question  had  recently  been  forced  upon  public  notice 
from  the  interesting  circumstance  of  the  Princess  Royal  being  born  during 
an  epidemic  prevalence  of  smallpox.  In  answer  to  this  question  it  might 
be  stated,  that  in  the  first  week  or  ten  days  after  birth,  before  the  infant 
had  attained  any  degree  of  plumpness,  it  was  very  difTicull  to  vaccinate  ; 
not  from  any  want  of  susceptibility  in  the  patient,  but  from  the  difficulty 
of  inserting  the  lymph  properly.  This  difficulty  was  more  or  less  present 
until  about  the  fourth  month,  and  therefore  this  was  the  period  usually 
chosen  ;  for  not  only  was  the  arm  then  generally  plump,  but  there  were 
also  then  no  contending  influences,  such  as  teething,  present  in  the  con- 
stitution.— Lancet. 


On  Irritation  of  the  Fauces  to  induce  Vomitiiig. — From  an  ignorance  of 
the  physiology  of  these  parts,  a  singular  event  has  occurred.  A  patient, 
wishing  to  excite  vomiting,  has  introduced  a  feather,  too  far,  beyond  the 
excitors  of  vomiting,  which  he  ought  to  have  stimulated  to  their  proper 
action,  to  the  excitors  of  deglutition,  under  the  influence  of  which  the 
feather  has  actually  been  swallowed. — Dr.  Marshall  Hall. 


Married, — In  Louisville,  Ky.,  Joshua  B.  Flint,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Boston,  to  Mrs. 
N.  B.  Shackleford,  of  Paris,  Ky. — At  Petersburg,  Va.,  Dr.  Elisha  Brandagee,  of 
Berlin,  Ct.,  to  Miss  Florence  Stith,  of  Petersburg. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  8,  36.— Males,  17  ;  Females,  19.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consumption,  6 — dropsy  in  the  head,  2 — tumor,  1 — diarrhcea,  1— scrofula,  1 — in/lammatioii  of  the 
lungs,  1 — apoplexy,  I— measles,  5 — dropsy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  1— infantile,  3— old 
age,  2 — sudden,  1 — smallpox,  2— marasmus,  1— inflammation  of  the  throat,  1 — taking  brandy  (child  four 
years  old),  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1— hooping  cough,  1 — cliild-bed,  2. 
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The  Lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  this  Institution  will   commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  annually,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March. 
During  this  period,  full  courses  will  be  delivered  on  the  various  branches  of  medicine  by 
Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology,  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Harvey  Lindslv,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Thomas  Miller,  M.D.,  Professor  ol  Anatomy  and  Physioloiy. 
John  M.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
J.  Frederick  May,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  ;  late  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 

of  Maryland. 
Frederick  Hall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
Samuel  C.  Smoot,  M.D.,  Demonstrstor  of  Anatomy. 
As  there  are  many  young  men  of  talent  and  worth  in  different  parts  of  our  country  who,  from  re- 
stricted circumstances,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the   benefit  of  jiublic  lectures,  the  Professors 
have  resolved  to  admit,  gratuitously,  two  such  students  from  each  of  the  States,  and  one  from  each  of 
the  Territories.     In  order,  however,  to  guard  against  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qualify  them  to  become  useful  members  of  the  profession,  the  selection  is  jdaced  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senators  and  Delegates  of  Congress,  each  of  whom  has  the  right  to  select  one  student  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  Territory,  and  whose  certificate  of  selection  will  be  a  i)assport  to  all  the  lectures,  by 
paying  only,  on  entering  the  school,  the  usual  matriculating  fee  of  five  dollars. 

The  entire  expense,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is   $70.     Dissecting  Ticket,  $10  : 
optional  with  the  student. 
Good  board  can  be  procured  at  from  three  to  four  dollars  per  week.        THOMAS  MILLER,  M.I). 
Washington,  May  1,  1841.  My  12— lanuN  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

HOMCEOPATHIC   BOOKS   AND    MEDICINE   CHESTS'. 

Otis  Clapp,  No.  10  School  street,  Boston,  has  for  sale,  Currie's  Practice  of  Honifpopalhy ;  Everest 
on  do.  ;  Broacke  on  do.;  Dunsford's  Practical  Advantages  of  do ;  Dunsford's  do.  Remedies  ;  Quin's 
Pharnmcopceia ;  Simpson's  do. ;  Hahnemann's  Organon  ;  Jeane's  do.  Practice;  Jjihr's  Manual  ;  Her- 
rings's  do.,  or  Domestic  Physician;  Rouff's  Repertory  ;  Currie's  Domestic  do.;  Broacke's  Diseases  of 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  Constipation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Humphrey.  Also  small  works  for  popular 
use  by  Croserio,  Eustaphieve,  Everest,  Green,  Herring,  Des  Guidi,  i-c.  Medicine  Chests  for  sale  as 
above.  O.  C.  is  agent  for  the  Homajopathic  E.xamiuer,  by  A.  .Gerard  Hall,  published  monthly  in 
New  York.  My  12 — 

SITUATION    FOR,   A    PHYSICIAN.  ~~ 

A  siTVATiON  for  a  physician  in  Canton  Centre,  Mass.,  which  has  been  occupied  by  one  for  20  years, 
has  just  been  vacated,  and  is  offered  for  sale  cheap.  Apply,  if  by  letter,  post  paidj  to  E.  Crane,"  Cau- 
ton  Centre,  Mass.,  who  will  give  the  particulars.  My  12— 3t* 
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Register  of  the  leather. 


REGISTER  OF  THE  WEATHER, 

Kept  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  If'orcesler,  Ms.     Lat.  42°  15'  49'.    Elevation  A^^  ft. 
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The  month  of  April  lias  been  cold  and  backward,  vegetation  has  made  but  little  jjrogress,  and  much 
rain  has  I'allen.  The  number  of  rainy  days  has  been  quite  unusual.  Tlie  thermometer  has  ranged  from 
23  to  65 ;  tlie  barometer,  from  28.38  to  29.87.     Rain  has  fallen  on  17  days,  in  the  whole  6.54  inches. 
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Censor.s'  Meeting. — There  will  be  a  staled  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District,  at  the  house 
of  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  21st  of  May,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
A  21— eplm  JOHN  JEFFRIE.S, 

Secretary  of  Censors. 


IIOMCEOFATHIC   BOOKS. 
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of  Medicine.     Ruolf 's  Repertory  of  Uomccoiiaihic  Medicine.     Hering's  Homoeopalhist  or  Domestic 
Physician.     P.  F.  Curie's  Domestic  Komceopaihy  ;  by  G.  Humphrey,  M.D.    Everest's  Popular  View 
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[Hx- Medicine  Chests  for  the  above  works,  Sugar  of  Milk,  Directions  for  Diet,  etc.  etc. 
N    li  —All  German  Classics  and  eotlir  valuable  German,  Greek  and  Latin  Books.     For  sale  by 
'     '      My  5— 3t  J-  G-  WESSELHCEFT, 

No.  124  North  2d  street,  above  Race,  Philadelphia. 


A  TilEATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment— Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  .John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  ami  for  sale  at  the  oliice  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  &  Co.,  118  Washington  street.  Price  50  cts.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
in  paper  covers,  so  fis  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

THEODOIli:    METCALF,   APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadel|diia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
the'largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  to  bs  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  (lies,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  everj'  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

Qj-Aiiy  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7— 6m 
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ENLARGED   AND  TUBERCULOUS  CONDITION   OF   THE   LIVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Should  3^011  think  the  following  case  (which  I  have  very 
hastily  thrown  togetlier)  of  sufficient  importance,  you  are  at  liberty  to  in- 
sert it  in  your  valuable  Journal. 

Case. — Mr.  H.  S.,  by  occupation  a  farmer,  of  a  strong,  robust  consti- 
tution, and  who  had  formerly  enjoyed  good  health,  applied  to  me  March 
9th,  1S40,  for  advice  and  medicine.  He  said  that  he  had  suffered  from 
colic  pains  in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus  for  some  two  months  previous, 
attacking  him  during  the  night,  obliging  him  to  leave  his  bed  and  take  the 
sitting  posture,  which  seemed  to  relieve  him  ;  that  he  had  taken  various 
purgative  medicines  at  different  times,  which  afforded  partial  and  tempora- 
ry relief.  His  bowels  were  constipated,  although  the  stools  were  mani- 
festly marked  with  bile  ;  his  tongue  inclined  to  be  coated  in  the  morning ; 
appetite  and  digestion  good  ;  pulse  natural ;  no  tenderness  or  bloating, 
but  rather  a  retraction  of  the  bowels  ;  his  countenance  pale  and  dejected  ; 
could  labor  with  tolerable  comfort  through  the  day,  but  at  night  a  parox- 
ysm of  pain  would  generally  arouse  him  from  sleep,  and  oblige  him  to 
take  the  sitting  posture.  No  other  symptoms  of  importance  were  noticed 
at  the  time  before  mentioned.  Gave  him  the  following  pill,  to  be  taken 
in  doses  sufficient  to  keep  the  bowels  soluble.  G.  aloes,  gr.  i. ;  sub.  mur. 
hydrarg.,  gr.  i. ;  ipecac,  gr.  ss. ;  sapo.  cast.,  grs.  iij.  ;  together  with  the 
following  anodyne,  to  be  taken  on  going  to  bed,  and  oftener  if  required. 
Opii,  ipecac,  camphor  and  sapo.  aa  e.  p. — 4  gr.  pill.  Dose,  one.  Fo- 
mentations to  the  bowels,  with  mucilage  and  a  bland  diet.  This  treat- 
ment afforded  some  relief,  and  was  continued,  with  such  alterations  as  the 
symptoms  seemed  to  indicate,  until  the  23d  of  the  month.  At  this  time 
the  pains  being  more  severe,  I  ordered  a  large  epispastic  over  the  epigas- 
triac  and  right  hypochondriac  regions ;  gave  alterative  doses  of  calomel, 
combined  with  ipecac,  and  opium,  which  afforded  some  alleviation  of  pain. 

31st.  Pain  increased ;  pulse  rather  hard  and  quick,  with  sensation  of 
stricture  across  the  abdomen.  Took  §  xiv.  blood,  which,  on  standing, 
showed  no  appearances  of  inflammation.  The  alterative  medicines  and 
fomentations,  &;c.,  continued. 

April  1st.  Found  patient  more  comfortable,  and  in  this  state  he  re- 
mained for  several  days. 

10th.  Pain  more  severe.     Applied  another  epispastic,  which  relieved  in 
a  measure.     Gums  begin  to  be  sore,  and  breath  fetid. 
15 
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12th.  Had  excessive  pain  in  the  right  shoulder  during  the  night  pre- 
vious. Family  applied  fomentations  to  the  part,  and  gave  opium  pill 
to  allay  the  pain.  Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  no  tenderness  or 
fulness  of  the  bowels,  but  rather  a  retraction  ;  no  fulness  over  the  region 
of  the  liver  ;  the  evacuations  appeared  natural  ;  skin  natural  and  moist ; 
tongue  little  coated,  with  some  appetite  for  food  ;  digestion  good.  Symp- 
toms continued  nearly  the  same  until  the  26th,  when  I  consulted  with  Dr. 
White,  of  Bolton.  It  was  thought  best  to  continue  the  mercurial  impres- 
sion moderately,  still  supposing  there  was  a  degree  of  peritoneal  inflam- 
mation. Gave  bal.  copaiba,  tinct.  opii,  aa  e.  p.  Thirty  drops  every 
six  hours. 

May  7th.  Pain  so  severe  as  to  require  large  quantities  of  anodyne. 
Starch  and  laudanum  injections  were  used  frequently,  together  with  opium 
in  its  various  forms,  by  the  stomach.  Counter-irritation  was  constantly 
kept  up  over  different  parts  of  the  abdomen  by  means  of  blisters,  tart, 
emet.,  ungt.,  liniments,  &;c.  ;  slight  mercurial  impression  kept  up  by  the 
following  pill,  taken  as  occasion  seemed  to  require.  Ext.  conii,  grs,  iij. ; 
blue  mass,  grs.  ij.     Flesh  gradually  wasting. 

14th.  Profuse  sweating  comes  on  ;  slight  erythema  discovered  around 
the  joints  and  chest ;  pain  excessive ;  cannot  bear  for  any  length  of  time 
the  recumbent  posture  ;  pulse  100  and  feeble. 

20th.  Sweating  continues ;  patient  feels  exhausted  ;  has  a  disposition 
to  hiccough  ;  stools  appear  natural,  although  somewhat  foamy.  Gave 
elix.  vitriol,  20  drops,  three  or  four  times  daily. 

24th.  Tongue  has  the  appearance  of  thrush.  By  advice  of  Dr.  Os- 
good, of  this  town,  who  was  called  in  to-day,  gave  nitrate  of  silver  in  so- 
lution (10  grs.  to  §  i.  of  distilled  water)  ;  dose  15  drops  three  times 
daily — also  Mosely's  tonic  solution,  as  the  patient  could  bear. 

25th.  Hiccough  almost  constantly ;  erythema  increases ;  sweating  di- 
minished ;  pain  less;  quite  restless;  appetite  gone;  stools,  which  before  to- 
day have  heen  decidedly  bilious,  appear  clay-colored.  A  fulness  or  tu- 
mor is  noticed  at  the  bottom  of  the  sternum,  appears  hard,  but  no  tender- 
ness or  pain  on  pressure. 

26th.  Hiccough  continues  ;  tumor  enlarges  rapidly  ;  pain  in  the  um- 
bilical region  ceases,  leaving  a  sensation  of  fulness. 

June  7th.  Since  the  last  date  the  tumor  has  very  much  increased  in 
size,  and  flesh  wasted.  Dr.  Peabody,  of  Norwich,  called  in.  Applied 
epispastic  to  the  tumor.  Gave  hydriodate  potassa  in  solution,  as  an 
alterative. 

8th.  Hiccough  less;  pulse  110,  feeble;  other  symptoms  about  the 
same. 

10th.  Difficulty  of  swallowing  comes  on  ;  patient  requires  stimulants. 
17th.  Patient  can  take  but  little  nourishment ;  has  been  rapidly  failing 
for  some  days  past ;  palliative  remedies  alone  administered. 

18d).  Called  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M.  Patient  appeared  as  comfortable 
as  the  niglit  before.      Died  in  ten  minutes. 

Fost-mortem  Examination,  36  hours  after  Death. — The  body  pre- 
sented no  unnatural  apj)earance  externally,  with  the  exception  of  the 
emaciation  and  tumor  in  the  epigastric  region  ;  the  lower  part  of  the  ster- 
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niim  and  floating  ribs  were  in  consequence  thrown  forward. — An  incision 
was  made  from  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum  to  the  pubis.  On  passing 
over  the  tumor,  the  integuments  suddenly  gave  way,  and  the  tumor  was 
in  part  brought  to  view.  A  cross  incision  was  then  made,  and  the  tumor 
presented  more  fully.  On  opening  into  the  chest,  the  lungs  were  found 
in  a  healthy  state — no  adhesions  or  tubercles  were  noticed.  The  heart 
natural,  althoudi  rather  smaller  than  common. — The  lungs  and  heart, 
in  consequence  of  the  enlarged  size  of  the  liver,  were  pressed  up,  the 
heart  lying  with  its  apex  thrown  on  one  side.  The  liver  occupied  all 
the  superior  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  was  very  firmly  adhered  to  the 
diaphragm,  extending  downwards,  and  pressing  the  other  viscera  of  this 
cavity,  low  down.  The  stomach  was  empty,  and  lay  rather  posterior  to 
the  liver.  The  spleen  natural.  The  ditferent  lobes  of  the  liver  were  all 
much  enlarged,  the  left  one  more  particularly  so — from  its  firm  adhesions 
and  size  it  was  with  considerable  difficulty  removed  from  the  cavity. 
The  color  of  the  organ  dark  purple,  intei-spersed  with  while  tumors  rising 
above  the  general  surface.  On  cutting  into  this  organ,  it  was  found 
thickly  studded  with  tubercles,  equally  distributed  through  all  its  parts. 
These  tumors  were  rounded,  not  enclosed  in  a  cyst,  from  the  size  of  a  pea 
to  that  of  a  large  orange,  calcareous  in  appearance  and  texture.  Weight 
of  the  organ,  13  lbs.  The  other  organs  of  the  abdomen  appeared  in  a 
healthy  state.  There  were  some  adhesions  of  the  intestines,  showing  that 
peritoneal  inflammation  had  to  some  extent  previously  existed. 

Query. — By  what  symptoms  present  at  any  time  in  the  course  of  the 
disease,  could  we  infer  a  disease  of  the  character  designated  by  the  post- 
mortem examination  ?  David  Holmes,  M.D. 

Lebanon,  Ct.,  April  29,  1841. 
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The  Numeric  Method,  originally  proposed  by  others,  and  more  fully  de- 
veloped by  Dr.  Louis,  of  Paris,  seems  entitled  to  a  position  in  medicine 
similar  to  statistic  records  in  politic  economy,  and  to  meteorologic  registers. 
It  consists  in  greater  completeness  and  precision  of  a  mode  which  has  al- 
ways influenced  medical  men,  rendering  results  and  data  accessible,  and 
circumstances  which,  in  individual  cases  seem  accidental,  to  contribute,  in 
comparison  of  numerous  cases,  to  considerable  results.  Important  deduc- 
tions from  data  seeming  disconnectedly  unimportant,  constitute  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  method.     It  gives  interest  in  minute  details. 

Frequently,  some  medical  men  are  much  more  accurate,  sagacious  in 
predicting  the  progress  of  disease,  and  judge  better  the  value  of  remedial 
appliances,  than  those  who  show  more  "  science  "  but  limited  observation. 
This  results  from  numeric  comparison,  though  not  processes  with  figures. 
Some  embrace  systems,  apparently  because  new.  Some,  having  been  in- 
structed from  Dr.  Louis's  lips,  and  witnessed  his  zeal,  embrace  the  aim  of 
producing  by  this  "  method  "  a  revolution  in  medicine,  of  rendering  it  an 
exact  science.     Its  results  are  small,  compared  with  what  they  expect 
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when  physicians  of  all  countries  shall  co-operate  to  extend  it.  It  seems 
too  limited  in  character  and  scope  to  supersede  other  modes  of  research, 
to  be  more  than  a  collateral  mode  of  inquiry.  Knowledge  advances  by  all 
rational,  philosophic  methods  collectively.  Why  reject  old  friends  when 
we  find  a  new  one?  To  appreciate  a  novelty  we  must  not  put  out  of 
sight  what  is  already  familiar  to  us.  Why  lessen  estimation  or  confidence 
in  other  means  by  which  medicine  is  becoming  a  rational,  though  not  a 
mathematical  art?  Medical  men,  in  different  periods,  of  different  views, 
generally  agree  as  to  the  important  principles  of  treatment. 

The  numeric  method  has  developed  certain  relations  of  disease  with  its 
symptoms,  some  additions  to  its  history.  It  has  not  thrown  light,  it  does 
not  profess  to,  on  the  immediate  effects  of  noxious  agents,  how  disease 
occurs,  or  advances.  The  method  presents  difficulty  in  the  number  of  in- 
dividually important  elements  which  must  be  disregarded  in  general  calcu- 
lations from  numerous  cases  :  for  example,  of  pneumonia,  the  characters 
of  which  are  strongly  marked,  collect  those  cases  only  in  which  the  sub- 
jects seemed  in  health,  when  attacked  ;  put  them  in  similar  circumstances, 
and  same  treatment.  Many  are  the  conditions  peculiar  to  the  cases  and 
sufferers  individually,  influencing  their  progress  and  termination.  Dr. 
Louis  remarks,  "  the  number  and  varying  character  of  these  conditions 
prevent  their  comprisal  in  the  enumeration,  yet  do  not  affect  the  general 
results;  for,  numerous  cases,  brought  together, compensate  for,  neutralize 
each  other."  Statistically,  this  may  be  right ;  but  principles  of  disease 
and  cure  are  valuable  only  as  applicable  to  individual  cases.  We  do  not 
treat  numerous  sufferers  in  a  mass,  without  separate,  individual  examina- 
tion, but  fully  consider  all  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each,  which 
should  modify  treatment ;  we  do  not  confine  attention  to  those  common  to 
the  disease  in  all  cases.  Had  we  ascertained  a  treatment  most  successful, 
other  things  being  equal — guided  by  it  alone,  in  an  individual  case,  should 
we  not  be  liable  to  err?  In  formation  of  rules  of  treatment,  the  numeric 
system  disregards  these  peculiar  circumstances.  For  illustration — mean 
duration  of  life  is  calculated  from  bills  of  mortality,  exactly  ;  thence  what 
it  is  worth  to  risk  money  against  death.  Does  the  result,  individually 
considered,  diminish  life's  uncertainty  ?  To  judge  the  probability  of  an 
individual's  death,  should  we  chiefly  calculate  chances,  or  his  suscepti- 
bilities, predispositions,  exposures ;  be  influenced  more  by  rational  or  nu- 
meric facts  ? 

Dr.  Louis  seems  to  have  shown  bloodletting  is  less  efficacious  in  shorten- 
ing pneumonia,  in  the  aggregate  of  cases,  than  most  physicians  believed. 
This  does  not  show  that,  in  some  instances,  bloodletting  does  not  much 
shorten  it.  Shall  we  not  apply  or  refrain  from  bloodletting  according  to 
the  indications  presented,  without  reference  to  numeric  results? 

If  this  method  were  used  to  ascertain  the  general  results  of  medical 
treatment,  we  would  first  collect  a  large  number  of  cases  not  subjected  to 
treatment,  to  determine  the  mean  duration  of  sickness,  number  of  recove- 
ries and  deaths;  second,  an  equal  number  of  cases  under  treatment,  &z;c. 
This  would  in  general  show  the  value  of  remedial  efforts — to  be  what  ? 
Would  Dr.  Louis's  character,  as  a  |)hysician,  be  determined  by  the  result  ? 

The  numeric  method  seems  applicable  to  diseases  only  which  a  quali- 
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fied  person  may  recognize,  and  which  pursue  a  certain  determinate  course. 
It  supposes  commencement  of  disease  and  period  of  convalescence 
determinable.  A  large  proportion  of  cases  have  not  these  qualifica- 
tions. Some  affections,  besides  the  diversity  from  their  seat,  derive  tiieir 
entire  character  from  many  different  circumstances.  Some  become  im- 
perceptibly established,  and  as  gradually  remedied.  Of  many  it  is  the 
chief  difficulty  to  ascertain  the  seat,  character  and  tendencies.  Unless 
they  can  be  so  distinguished  as  to  be  associated  under  a  common  name, 
they  cannot  be  numerically  compared. 

In  typhoid  affections,  Dr.  Louis  found  but  one  constant  lesion,  or  ana- 
tomical character,  viz.,  ulceration  or  softening  of  the  ileum,  elliptical 
patches,  sometimes  slight,  disproportioned  to  the  symptoms. 

In  view  of  the  history  of  medicine,  its  prospect,  as  clear,  demonstrative, 
permanent,  seems  distant.  Compared  with  the  amount  of  laborious  medi- 
cal investigation,  how  few  the  known  principles  which  seem  to  influence 
life,  organization,  disease  and  remedial  agents  !  Compared  with  other 
sciences,  medicine,  as  an  inductive  one,  is  as  infancy  compared  with 
manhood.  The  varying  character  of  vital  actions  ;  diversity  of  organized 
parts  mostly  concealed  during  life,  their  sympathies,  mutual  re-actions  ; 
numerous,  various  influences,  obstacles  to  observation,  render  study  of 
life  peculiarly  difficult.  Yet,  if  Lord  Bacon  has  not  taught  medical  men 
the  road  to   truth,  he  has  taught  them  to  avoid   many  paths  of  error. 

The  problem  is  to  ascertain  the  character  of  deviations  from  the  usual 
order  of  things,  called  ailment ;  to  distinguish  when  to  expect  spontaneous 
relief,  when  and  what  measures  are  advisable. 

The  principal  remedy  employed  in  French  hospitals  is  starvation.  Not 
uncommonly,  chronic  or  convalescent  patients  entreat  the  physician  for 
another  half  portion  or  an  additional  loaf.  They  have  severe  abdominal 
pains  from  hunger.  Prescription  for  the  name  of  the  disease  rather  than 
for  the  particular  case,  is  common.  An  application  which  relief  has  fol- 
lowed is  tried  afterwards  in  the  same  disease  without  due  regard  or  dis- 
crimination of  modifying  circumstances.  The  sufferer's  constitution  is  lost 
sight  of  in  eagerness  to  overcome  the  disease.  Pale,  emaciated,  half- 
starved,  he  is  further  depleted,  when  plain  common  sense  indicates  that 
ionic,  nutritive  diet  is  demanded. — Dr.  A.  Muekry,  of  Hanover. 

Under  treatment  of  erysipelas,  by  M.  Blandin,  in  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris,  it 
sometimes  seemed  as  if  extensive  sloughing,  gangrene,  death,  resulted  as 
much  from  continued  application  of  leeches,  loss  of  blood,  and  consequent 
enfeebling  of  the  system,  as  from  the  disease.  In  erysipelas  of  the  hand 
and  wrist  after  extraction  of  a  bone  of  the  thumb,  I  saw  violent,  fatal  in- 
flammation follow  application  of  leeches,  in  the  arm  and  arm-pit  and 
trunk,  when  erysipelas  of  the  hand  and  wrist  had  disappeared  ! — W.  O. 
Markham,  M.D.,  Edinburgh,  1840. 

This  is  what  Lord  Bacon  calls  practice  "  partly  mischievous,  partly 
remedial ;  good  for  present  cure  of  the  complaint,  but  overthrowing  health  ; 
furthering  the  present  business,  but  dashing  upon  other  inconveniences." 
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Distortions  of  the  Pelvis  from  Injuries  and  Diseases  in  and  about  the 
Hip-joint. — In  last  week's  report  of  the  case  of  dislocation  of  the  thigh, 
considerable  importance  was  attributed  to  the  distortion  of  the  pelvis, 
and  consequent  deception  in  the  immediate  diagnosis  of  the  injury.  It  is 
proposed  at  present  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the  study  of  the  dif- 
ferent modes  of  distortion,  with  their  mechanism,  of  this  part  of  the  skele- 
ton, in  the  various  affections  to  which  the  hip-joint  is  subject,  considered 
more  particularly  in  reference  to,  and  illustrated  by,  several  other  cases 
now  in  the  wards. 

Our  first  case  is  that   of  the  boy  already  mentioned,  who  after  a  fever 
was  discovered  to  be  lame  of  the  right  limb,  which  on  examination  proved 
to  be  from   a  dislocation  of  the  thigh  upwards.     The  limb  presented,  as 
we  have  said,  all  tbe  marks  of  this  dislocation,  and  the  head  of  the  bone 
could  be    distinctly  felt  on  the  dorsum  ilii.     There  was  no  evidence  of 
any  injury  received,  neither  had  any  symptoms  of  inflammation  or  disease 
been  observed.     The   diagnosis  lay,   therefore,  between    a    spontaneous 
dislocation  from  hip-disease,  which  had  been  perfectly  latent,  and  a  disloca- 
tion from  some  unobserved  injury.     The  former  supposition  is  indubitably 
the  more  probable.     The  pelvis  in  this  case  is  drawn  up  on  the  affected 
side,  the  child  when  erect  throws  its  whole  weight  upon  the  sound  limb, 
draws  up  the  diseased  hip  as  if  contact  with  the  floor  of  that  side  were 
painful,  the  buttock  of  that  side   projects  backward,  and,  to  preserve  the 
equilibrium,  the  upper  part  of  the  trunk  is  carried  forward  and  laterally. 
This  is  the  position  of  the  parts  in  hip-disease ;  but  that  it  is  characteris- 
tic, we  are  not  prepared  to  say.     In  this  case  there  is  no  pain  ;  the  posi- 
tion is  therefore   the  consequence  of  former  disease.     Great  influence  in 
the  flexion   of  the  body  on  the  thigh  is  due  to  the  contraction  of  the 
psoas  and  iliacus  muscles,  which  are  put  upon  the  stretch  by  the  ascent 
of  the  head  of  the  bone  drawing  them  around  the  ramus  pubis.     In  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  hip-disease,  before  ulceration   has  commenced,  the 
action  of  these  muscles  undoubtedly  contributes  greatly  to  the  projection 
of  the  buttock  backward  and  the  trunk  forward.     The  tendons  of  these 
muscles  pass  directly  over  the  capsular  ligament  and  head  of  the  bone  ; 
if,  therefore,  the  limb  be  maintained  in  a  straight  line  by    a  voluntary 
effort,  or  external  agency,  these  tendons  must  press  upon  these  diseased 
parts.     The  patient,  therefore,  naturally  holds  himself  in  the  posture  in 
which  this  pressure  is  not  exerted — especially,  if,  as  happens  in  the  large 
proportion  of  cases,  the  commencing  stage  of  the  disease  be  overlooked,  and 
the  child  allowed  to  continue  the  use  of  the  limb.     And  this  permanent 
flexion  of  the  hip-joint  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  cause  of  the  apparent 
shortening  of  the  limb  in   these  cases  :  in  fact,  from  this  distortion,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  ascertain  by  measurement  the  actual  comparative 
length  of  the  limb.    In  this  case,  as  we  have  said,  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
plainly  felt  upon  the  dorsum  ilii.    The  limb  must  consequently  be  the  short- 
er ;  and  yet,  from  the  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  the  cause  of  the  greater  part 
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of  the  shortening,  the  real  diminution  of  length,  which  must  exist  from  the 
ascent  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  cannot  be  made  manifest  by  any  measure- 
ment. If,  therefore,  it  had  so  happened  that  the  head  of  the  bone  could 
not  have  been  felt  in  its  abnormal  position,  the  measurement  from  the  ant. 
sup.  spinous  process,  generally  considered  so  decisive  of  any  real  dif- 
ference in  the  limbs,  might  have  caused  the  dislocation  to  have  been 
overlooked,  and  the  deformity  to  have  been  attributed  solely  to  the  pelvic 
variation  from  the  horizontal  line. 

Our  second  case  is  a  boy  about  six  years  of  age,  presenting  an  un- 
doubted hip-disease.  A  very  meagre  account  is  furnished,  and  the  disease 
is  said  to  have  existed  only  two  months,  though  more  probably  it  is  of 
longer  duration.  The  buttock  of  the  affected  side  is  flattened,  there  is 
tenderness  over  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  groin  below  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, the  tendons  in  this  region  are  felt  tense  and  rigid,  the  trochanter  is 
in  its  normal  position,  but  on  the  dorsum  ilii  above  it  there  is  felt  a  firm, 
dense  mass,  about  the  size  of  an  egg,  apparently  an  induration  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  sub-cutaneous  and  muscular  tissues,  as  is  often  observed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  osseous  disease.  Tiie  linib  is  maintained  about  mid- 
way between  a  right  angle  and  a  straight  line  with  the  body,  and  very 
little  if  any  motion  is  possible  in  the  joint.  Whether  this  depend  upon  a 
partial  anchylosis  or  muscular  rigidity,  is  somewhat  dinicult  of  immediate 
diagnosis.  When  erect,  he  rests  with  the  toe  merel_v  of  the  affected  side 
upon  the  ground,  this  buttock  being  projected  forwards,  and  the  limb  bent 
at  the  knee  from  the  flexion  of  the  thigh  on  the  pelvis.  The  limb  has 
therefore  a  very  decided  appearance  of  shortening.  But  when  lying 
on  the  back,  and  the  limbs  compared  by  placing  the  sound  limb  at  the 
same  angle  witli  the  other,  the  knee  of  the  diseased  projects  an  inch  and 
a  half  beyond  that  of  the  other  limb.  Thus  we  have  results  at  utter 
variance.  This  diversity  is  dependent  upon  the  distortion  of  the  pelvis, 
which  is  not  only  elevated,  but  twisted  anteriorly  upon  the  affected  side; 
the  ant.  sup.  spinous  process  being  not  only  an  inch  and  a  half  higher, 
but  projecting  more  forward  by  the  same  quantity.  A  measurement  from 
the  fold  of  the  groin  shows  the  affected  limb  a  half  an  inch  the  shorter. 
But  so  great  is  the  pelvic  distortion  that  we  cannot  consider  this  as  con- 
clusive, and  we  are  forced  to  attribute  the  shortening  entirely  to  the  latter 
deformity.  These  appearances  are  confirmatory  of  the  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  in  connection  with  the  last  case. 

Our  third  case  is  that  of  a  woman,  who,  fourteen  weeks  before  her  en- 
trance, from  a  slight  fall  upon  the  trochanter,  bpcame  lame.  She  remained 
in  bed  during  this  time,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  rising  daily  to  bobble  a  liitle 
about  the  room.  When  she  entered  the  house,  the  injury  appeared  very 
clearly  to  have  been  a  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris,  and  the  osseous 
formation  was  then  and  is  now  distinctly  felt.  In  this  case  the  pelvis  of 
the  affected  side  has  descended  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch.  This  at 
first  would  appear  an  anomaly,  as  an  accident  in  the  joint  ought  naturally 
to  exert  the  same  influence  in  distorting  the  pelvis  as  hip-disease,  and  this 
side  ought  therefore  to  have  ascended.  But  on  further  inquiry  she  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  several  years  since,  the  subject  of  an  oblique  fracture 
of  both  the  bones  of  this  leg,  by  which  it  was  considerably  shortened. 
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To  remedy  this  defect,  she  was  obliged,  in  walking,  to  depress  this  side 
of  the  pelvis,  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  length  ;  which  has  been  so  com- 
pletely done,  that  she  was  herself  unconscious  that  one  leg  was  shorter 
than  the  other. 

Our  next  is  a  woman  affected  with  a  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the  hip- 
joint.  She  suffers  intense  pain  on  motion,  and  consequently  an  accurate 
examination  is  impossible  ;  but  there  are  some  points  worthy  of  note. 
The  position  she  takes  in  the  bed,  lying  on  the  sound  side,  with  the  thigh 
flexed,  is  illustrative  of  the  remarks  upon  the  influence  of  tlie  inflamed 
joint  of  the  psoas  and  iliacus  muscles,  and  the  relief  obtained  by  the 
flexion  of  the  thigh.  The  pelvis,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  from  the 
impossibility  of  the  supine  position,  appears  drawn  up  on  the  affected 
side.  As  she  has  been  confined  either  to  a  chair,  or  most  commonly  the 
bed,  this  cannot  be  attributed  io  use  of  the  liinb;  it  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  constant  continuance  of  the  posture  on  the  sound  side,  by  which 
the  affected  hip  must  be  elevated — as  may  be  shown  by  experiment. 

The  fifth  and  last  case  is  that  of  a  man  who  received  a  blow  from  a 
cart-wheel,  striking  him  from  behind  upon  the  pelvis  and  hip  of  the  left 
side.  Immediately  after  the  accident,  there  was  no  shortening  or  ever- 
sion  of  the  limb ;  the  trochanter  appeared  in  the  normal  position,  and  no 
crepitus  could  be  detected.  The  accident  was  considered  as  most  proba- 
bly a  contusion.  He  continued  in  his  bed  till  the  expiration  of  ten  days, 
when  feeling  his  limb  sufficiently  strong,  as  he  thought,  he  attempted  to 
walk  across  the  room  ;  he  was  arrested,  after  a  few  steps,  by  a  severe  pain 
In  the  joint,  and  carried  back  to  bed.  The  next  day  the  limb  was  found 
by  measurement  to  be  half  an  inch  the  shorter.  Considerable  pain  was 
experienced  in  the  joint,  increased  very  much  by  any  motion  in  bed. 
There  was  a  marked  tenderness  in  the  groin  over  the  head  of  the  bone — 
a  point,  it  will  be  observed,  remote  from  that  of  the  receipt  of  the  injury. 
No  crepitus  could  be  detected,  but  on  raising  the  limb  to  an  angle  of  45 
degrees  with  the  body,  a  very  sharp  pain  in  the  joint  was  constantly 
complained  of.  These  symptoms,  especially  the  latter,  which  is  almost 
diagnostic,  together  with  the  fact,  that  in  a  limb  continuing  lame  without 
sufficient  injury  to  the  soft  parts  to  account  for  it,  a  fracture  is  always  to 
be  suspected,  led  to  the  diagnosis  of  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh 
bone.  The  fragments  were  undoubtedly  firmly  interlocked — being  driven 
into  each  other  by  the  blow.  There  was,  therefore,  no  displacement  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  and  it  was  not  till  after  the'  patient's  attempt  at 
walking,  and  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  reparative  in- 
flammation, that  the  fracture  was  suspected.  This  case  is  important,  as 
one  of  not  uncommon  occurrence,  and  should  teach  a  guarded  diagnosis 
in  these  accidents.  The  limb  is,  as  we  have  said,  half  an  inch  the  short- 
er, but  there  is  also  a  depression  of  this  side  of  the  pelvis  to  the  same 
amount.  This  is  somewhat  difficult  of  explanation,  as  the  m_an  has  kept 
his  bed  since  the  accident ;  but  it  may  depend  upon  the  unconscious 
efforts  of  the  patient  to  relax  the  muscles  about  the  joint,  by  attempting 
to  approximate  the  pelvis  to  the  thigh. 

These  distortions  of  the  pelvis  would  appear  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  always  to  be  taken  into  account  in  our  diagnosis  of  affections  of  this 
region. 
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1.  From  the  deception,  in  supposing  two  limbs  of  equal  length  from  a 
comparison  of  the  patellae,  inner  malleoli  or  soles  of  the  feet,  when  in  fact 
the  natural  distance  from  either  of  these  points  to  the  pelvis  is  on  one  of 
the  sides  actually  diminished  or  increased. 

2.  From  the  liability  to  he  deceived  by  these  very  measures,  as  we  saw 
in  the  case  of  dislocation  mentioned  last  week,  as  well  as  in  the  one  of 
to-day. 


PERFORATION  OF  THE  DUODENUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, Lately  your  Journal  has  contained  reports  of  two  cases  of  perfo- 
ration of  the  stomach,  which  has  induced  me,  while  writing  to  you  on 
other  business,  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  a  case  of  perforation  of  the 
duodenum  that  fell  under  my  notice. 

Levi  Cross,  the  subject  of  this  case,  was  a  farmer,  aged  36,  of  strong 
frame  and  robust  health.  He  lived  in  the  town  of  Rossie,  six  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  this  village.  Perhaps  it  is  proper  to  state  that  he  was 
subject  to  occasional  fits  of  intemperance,  which  many  times  lasted  a 
number  of  days  and  nights,  and  during  which  little  if  any  food  would  be 
taken.  About  3  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  23d,  1840,  he  re- 
turned home,  after  a  fit  of  intemperance  of  three  days  and  three  nights,  and 
abstinence  from  food  during  the  same  time.  He  spent  the  night,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  going  home,  at  a  shantee,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from 
his  own  house,  m  dnnking,  gambling,  and  quarrelling  with  some  miners. 
Soon  after  he  reached  home,  he  requested  his  wife  to  get  him  some 
victuals,  but  she  declined  leaving  her  bed  for  the  purpose  at  that  unsea- 
sonable hour.  He  again  asked  her  to  get  him  some  victuals,  and  begged 
of  her  to  do  so,  giving,  as  a  reason  for  his  importunity,  that  he  felt  a 
gnawing  within  him,  as  if  something  was  eating  his  insides  up.  She, 
howeve°,  obstinately  refused  to  get  up,  and  he  went  to  bed.  He  drowsed 
a  little.  '  Between  four  and  five  he  awoke,  and  complained  of  having  a 
most  intolerable  pain  in  his  stomach,  or  just  between  that  and  his  right  hip. 
Soon  the  pain  spread,  and  sickness  and  vomiting  succeeded.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  became  alarmed,  and  Dr.  Benjamin,  of  Somerville,  a  neigh- 
borin--'-  town,  was  sent  for.  Dr.  B.  regarded  the  case  as  bilious  colic,  and 
treated  it  as  such.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  pam  gradually 
abated  till  it  entirely  ceased,  and  the  vomiting  was  discontinued,  though 
nausea  and  attempts  to  throw  up  still  remained.  He  was  pronounced  better, 
although  no  cathartic  operation  had  been  produced.  In  the  mornmg  of 
the  24th  he  was  found  to  have  had  a  bad  night ;  cathartic  had  not  ope- 
rated •  bowels  continued  to  swell ;  sickness  and  straining  to  vomit  con- 
tinued, thou^rh  nothing  was  thrown  up.  Made  no  water.  In  the  after- 
noon about  %  o'clock,"  my  attendance  was  requested  as  counsel  with  Dr. 
B  and  to  use  the  catheter.  I  immediately  set  out  to  visit  this  case,  but 
before  I   arrived  it  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  patient.     The  above 
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history  I  received  of  Dr.  B.  and  the  family  of  the  deceased.     The  treat- 
ment bestowed  upon  the  case  met  my  cordial  approbation. 

No  sooner  was  this  man  dead,  than  rumors  obtained  circulation  that  he 
had  been  hurt,  and  his  death  caused  by  the  miners,  one  of  wliom  had 
previously  threatened  him.  As  no  coroner  lived  within  thirty  miles,  it 
was  proposed,  and  agreed  upon,  to  have  a  post-mortem  examination,  and 
then,  if  necessary,  send  for  a  coroner. 

Aug.  25th.  Post-mortem  Eiamination,  eighteen  hours  after  Death. 
— Features  expressive  of  great  suffering.  No  external  marks  of  violence. 
Chest  dilated  to  apparently  its  greatest  capacity,  and  resonant  on  percus- 
sion. Abdomen  excessively  distended  and  tympanitic.  Proceeding  to 
examine  the  interior  of  the  abdomen,  as  soon  as  the  scalpel  penetrated 
the  cavity,  air  rushed  forth  with  astonishing  violence.  On  laying  the  ab- 
domen freely  open,  it  was  found  filled  with  a  yellow,  opaque,  thin  fluid,  in 
which  the  inflated  intestines  appeared  to  float.  As  soon  as  the  right  side 
was  uncovered,  a  bubbling  of  air  or  gas  through  the  fluid  presented  to 
view.  The  bubbling  was  between  the  umbilical  and  right  hypochondriac 
regions,  and  about  half  way  between  the  lower  ribs  and  anterior  superior 
spine  of  the  right  ilium.  The  air  and  fluid  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and 
the  bubbling,  induced  the  belief  of  a  perforation  of  the  intestine.  I  now 
let  the  water  out  of  the  cavity  as  cautiously  as  I  could,  so  as  not  to  dis- 
turb the  position  of  the  intestines.  As  soon  as  the  fluid  was  drawn  off 
sufficiently  to  permit  me  to  view  the  interstice  from  which  the  bubbling 
issued,  between  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines,  a  round  worm,  or  lum- 
bricus  teres,  came  in  sight.  One  end  of  the  worm  dipped  down  between 
the  convolutions  and  v/as  out  of  sight,  I  separated  the  convolutions,  and 
reached  the  intestine  below.  It  was  the  duodenum.  The  appearance 
of  increasing  inflammation  from  every  direction  towards  one  point,  led  to 
the  location  of  the  perforation  and  its  discovery.  It  was  about  as  large 
as  a  crow  quill,  with  an  irregular,  uneven  edge,  larger  within  than  without. 
The  worm  was  nearly  eight  inches  in  length,  and  was  alive.  The  per- 
foration was  about  ten  inches  from  the  pylorus.  The  whole  peritoneum 
gave  evidence  of  having  been  slightly  inflamed.  The  right  portion  of 
the  omentum  showed  that  it  had  been  the  seat  of  very  high  inflamma- 
tion. Several  portions  of  it  presented  a  loose  puruloid  appearance.  To- 
wards the  left  this  organ  exhibited  marks  of  decreasing  inflammation. 
The  mesentery  was  highly  inflamed  near  the  perforation,  but  less  so  at  a 
distance  from  it.  The  mucous  lining  of  the  intestine  was  highly  inflamed 
to  the  distance  only  of  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  around  the  perfo- 
ration. The  bladder  contained  only  a  gill  of  urine.  The  fluid  contained 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  five  and  half  quarts  in  quantity.  Kid- 
neys, liver,  spleen,  he,  healthy.  Stomach  and  duodenum  contained  no 
worms,  but  were  filled  with  gas.  Jejunum,  ileum  and  colon  contained 
several  round  worms,  and  all  distended  with  gas.         Samuel  C.  Wait. 

Gouverneur,  N.  Y.,  May  6th,  18dl. 
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HOMCEOPATHY. 

[We  copy  the  following  case,  by  particular  request,  from  the  New  York 
Albion.] 

It  is  pretty  generally  known  that  the  Marquess  of  Anglesea  was  many 
years  a  great  sufferer  by  the  painful  disorder  of /ic  doxdoureiir,  arising  from 
a  wound  he  received  on  the  field  of  Waterloo.  The  wound  was  caused 
by  a  musket  ball  which  entered  the  spongy  part  of  the  tibia,  or  principal 
bone  of  the  leg,  and  might  not  have  been  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences  had  the  noble  Marquess  been  in  his  own  house,  reclining  on 
his  own  couch,  attended  by  skilful  surgeons  and  good  nurses.  Skilful 
surgeons  certainly  were  at  hand,  for  the  British  army  abounds  in  them, 
but  the  other  advantages  were  not  to  be  had  at  such  a  time  and  in  such 
a  place.  The  first  inquiry  made  by  the  Marquess  was,  "  Can  the  limb 
be  saved  ?"  The  reply  was,  "  Perhaps  so."  "  But  will  the  attempt 
endanger  my  life  more  than  amputation  ?"  "  Yes."  "  Then,"  said  he, 
after  a  few  minutes'  reflection,  "  as  I  have  a  large  family  who  would 
feel  my  loss,  adopt  the  course  that  promises  the  greatest  security  to  my- 
self." The  leg  was  accordingly  amputated,  and  in  the  hurry,  excitement, 
and  confusion  of  a  field  of  battle,  the  nerve  was  not  properly  separated 
from  the  artery,  but  included  in  the  ligature.  From  this  cause  the  tic 
douloureux  arose,  at  least  such  were  the  particulars,  as  we  understood 
when  the  event  was  fresh  in  the  minds  of  every  one.  At  all  events  it  is 
certain  that  in  consequence  of  this  wound,  his  lordship  suffered  excruciat- 
ing torments  for  many  years,  particularly  whilst  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
It  has  recently  come  to  our  knowledge  that  in  despair,  after  trying  all  the 
most  eminent  practitioners  in  Europe,  the  Marquess  applied  to  Hahnemann", 
the  celebrated  homoeopathist,  by  whom  he  has  been  fully  and  permanently 
relieved.  To  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  this  statement  we  applied  to  Dr. 
Hull,  of  this  city,  editor  of  the  Homoeopathic  Examiner,  who,  while  in 
England,  acquired  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  he  has  obligingly 
favored  us  with  the  following  memorandum : — 

It  cannot  fail  to  give  unfeigned  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Marquess  of 
Anglesea  has  fully  recovered  from  the  dreadful  tic  douloureux,  with  which 
he  has  for  so  many  years  been  afflicted.  The  malady  appeared  soon  after 
this  gallant  nobleman  submitted  to  amputation  of  the  leg,  which  was  shat- 
tered in  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  assumed,  after  a  kw  years,  the  most 
aggravated  form  of  peosopalgia  Fothergilii,  affecting  the  right  side  of 
the  face.  The  cure  was  effected  by  the  celebrated  author  of  homoeopa- 
thia,  Hahnemann.  The  Marquess  applied  to  this  venerable  physician  in 
1835,  at  the  instigation  of  his  medical  attendant,  Dr.  Dunsford,  of  Lon- 
don, after  having  tried  the  ordinary  method  under  the  ablest  masters  in 
Europe  for  sixteen  years. 

The  paroxysms,  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the  application  of  the  ho- 
moeopathic method,  had  recurred  at  intervals  of  from  six  to  ten  minutes 
only,  night  and  day,  and  had  reduced  the  brave  old  nobleman  to  a 
mere  wreck  of  his  former  self.  The  Marquess  has  had  no  relapse  what- 
ever since  the  cure,  which  occupied  a  few  months,  and  he  has  enjoyed  un- 
interrupted health  for  nearly  five  years,  having  wholly  recovered  his  flesh, 
strength,  and  constitutional  vigor. 
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THE   DENTAL   ART. 

Having  already  adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  receiving  a  well-con- 
structed volume  whh  the  above  title,  written  by  C.  A.  Harris,  M.D.,  of 
Baltimore,  it  is  now  proposed  to  refer  simply  to  the  leading  topics  which 
the  author  has  discussed. 

There  are  twenty-two  chapters,  so  sub-divided  that  it  would  seem  im- 
possible that  any  subject  of  importance,  either  physiologically  or  mechani- 
cally, had  escaped  notice.  The  origin  and  history  of  the  dental  art  is  con- 
sidered ;  then  the  effects  of  diseased  teeth  ;  dentition  of  the  deciduous 
and  adult  organs  ;  irregularities;  peculiarities  of  formation  ;  maladies  of 
the  teeth;  treatment  of  caries;  odontalgia;  extraction;  necroses;  sali- 
vary calculus.  The  whole  range  of  diseases  of  the  gums,  constitutes  the 
thirteenth  chapter,  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  series.  Next,  tu- 
mors, abscesses,  exfoliations  ;  effects  of  mercury,  tobacco,  &c. ;  surgical 
treatment;  various  methods  of  inserting  artificial  teeth,  embracing  all 
that  seems  to  be  known  among  the  most  distinguished  operators  in  the 
world. 

Though  we  have  not  ascertained  the  opinion  of  the  dental  profession  of 
Boston,  in  reference  to  the  merit  of  this  treatise,  we  cannot  believe  that 
there  is  any  doctrine  inculcated  by  Dr.  Harris  that  would  not  meet  their 
cordial  approval.  There  is  neither  a  verbosity  of  language,  nor  a  dicta- 
torial exhibition  of  pseudo  learning.  In  a  word,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge  of  the  entire  character  of  the  book,  it  is  a  plain,  simple,  unpretend- 
ing, yet  thorough  guide  for  the  practising  dentist.  We  now  have  in  mind, 
more  particularly,  the  junior  members  of  the  profession.  How  any  one 
can  muster  assurance  enough  to  offer  his  services  to  an  enlightened  public, 
without  being  armed  with  the  information  contained  in  this  and  other 
guides,  is  really  unaccountable.  Still  it  is  so,  and  the  United  States  are 
flooded  with  an  army  of  peripatetic  dentists,  who  should  be  proscribed  by 
legislative  action,  on  account  of  the  immense  injury  they  are  doing.  It 
is  possible  that  all  well-established  dentists  are  well  instructed,  theoreti- 
cally as  well  as  practically  ;  but  it  is  hardly  probable.  From  a  long  and 
pleasant  acquaintance  with  the  leading  operators  of  New  England,  who 
have  been  thoroughly  educated,  we  may  perhaps  be  too  intolerant  towards 
those  who  fall  below  the  standard  which  these  gentlemen  have  created  in 
our  individual  estimation. 

With  regard  to  the  literary  characteristics  of  this  system  of  dental 
practice,  it  is  certainly  respectable.  There  is  language  enough,  appro- 
priately used,  to  express  the  author's  ideas.  With  the  science  of  Dr. 
Harris,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  be  critical.  In  comparing  one 
thing  with  another — in  other  words,  by  placing  the  views  and  directions 
of  Dr.  Harris  by  the  side  of  those  of  other  authors  of  the  best  reputation, 
there  is  nothing  lost  by  the  process.  Nothing  is  more  ungenerous  than  to 
underrate  the  studies  of  those  who  do  not  happen  to  appear  before  the 
world  with  a  striking  efl^ect.    Quiet,  unobtrusive  observations,  the  result  of 
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careful  exaniinntions  into  causes  and  effects,  are  quite  as  important  to  man- 
kind as  the  discovery  of  a  new  principle.  Dr.  Harris  prescribes  for  the 
diseases  of  the  dental  apparatus,  as  others,  who  are  appreciated  by  intelli- 
gent persons  in  Europe,  have  done.  We  are  unwilling  lo  admit  that  there 
are  any  belter  writers  on  dentistry  in  England  or  France,  than  exist  in  the 
United  Stales.  And  no  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  perfection  to  which 
the  art  of  manufacturing  artificial  teeth  is  carried  in  the  principal  Atlantic 
cities,  can  admit  that  it  is  carried  to  a  greater  degree  of  excellence  on 
any  part  of  the  globe.  If  there  has  ever  been  any  evidence  of  a  want  of 
scientific  training  as  a  preparation  for  practice,  the  defect  can  no  longer  be 
said  to  exist,  since  the  dentists  have  themselves  established  a  college"for 
the  special  elevation  of  the  brotherhood. 

In  conclusion,  the  sentiment  must  be  expressed,  that  this  book  is  credita- 
ble to  the  industry,  perseverance,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  author, 
who  is  good  authority  in  every  essential  branch  of  dental  science  ;  and  if 
the  publishers  are  enterprising,  a  large  edition  will  not  die  on  their  hands 
for  want  of  patronage.  It  has  occurred  lo  us  that  an  abridgement,  illus- 
trated by  a  few  neat  engravings,  would  be  sought  with  avidity,  and  there- 
fore respectfully  suggest  the  expedienc  y  of  sending  forth  an  edition  in  that 
form. 

De  Ckemicis  Calculorum  Veskariorvni  ratioiiibus,  scripsit  Edioards 
Aug.  Sckarliyig,  A. A.  L.L.M.  Chem.  Lect.  Hamice,  1839.— This  work 
is  a  quarto  in  Latin,  embracing  about  fifty  pages  text,  and  fifiy  colored  en- 
gravings of  the  size  and  appearance  of  various  calculi.  The  bibliographi- 
cal research  displayed  in  its  preparation  is  very  great,  the  expositions  of 
most  authors  from  the  days  of  Scheele  (1796),  who  taught  that  all  calculi 
were  of  the  same  nature  and  principles,  through  the  French,  English  and 
German  chemical  theses  to  those  of  Stromeyer  and  Langenbek,  A.  D. 
1816,  being  thoroughly  examined.  Foucroy  and  Vauquelin  examined  up- 
wards of  700  calculi,  and  found  in  them  all  one  or  more  of  these  materials  ; 
1,  uric  acid  ;  2,  urate  of  ammonia  ;  3,  phosphate  of  lime  ;  4,  ammoniaco- 
magnesian  phosphate;  5,  oxalate  of  lime;  6,  some  animal  matter;  7, 
flinty  matter.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  although  Wollaston  previously 
demonstrated  the  existence  of  the  same  ingredients  in  calculi,  his  disser- 
tation was  allowed  to  lie  dormant,  while  all  the  honor  was  claimed  by 
Foucroy  for  himself  and  Vauquelin  ;  and  not  less  remarkable  certainly  is 
it,  that  even  in  enumerating  the  names  of  the  English  chemists,  not  a 
word  is  said  of  Wollaston. 

The  treatise  is  divided  into  chapters,  respectively  treating  of  the  form, 
magnitude,  specific  gravity,  superficial  appearance,  color  and  odor  of  cal- 
culi. The  writer  then  passes  to  a  consideration  of  the  planes  of  the  frac- 
tured edges  and  the  nuclei ;  he  then  gives  plates,  and  points  out  the  easiest 
methods  of  the  examination  of  calculi.  A  translation,  without  the  plates, 
would  no  doubt  succeed,  especially  at  the  West. 


Pkarmacopea  Danica.  regia  auctoritate  a  Collegio  Sajiilatis  Regio  Haf- 
niensi  edita. — It  is  a  subject  full  of  interest  to  take  up  and  compare  the 
various  modes  of  preparation  of  the  different  articles  of  the  materia  medi- 
ca,  as  pursued  by  other  nations,  with  our  own  ;  for  we  indeed  have  aphar- 
macoposia  inferior  to  none,  emanating  indeed  from  individuals,  but  received 
as  standard  authority  from  one  end  of  the   nation  to  the  other.     Messrs. 
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Wood  and  Bache  assign  the  name  of  liq^ddum  and  tinctura  thebaica  to 
the  same  article,  viz.,  tr.  opii,  prepared  according  to  U.  S.  Pharmacop. ; 
but  the  work  before  us  gives  the  title  of  latidanum,  or  laudanum  liqiddum 
Sydenhami,  to  the  officinal  tinctura  opii  crocata  ;  and  that  of  tinctura  the- 
baica to  the  officinal  tr.  opii  simplex,  of  which  the  note  says  ;  Dimidiam 
opii  partem  quod  tinctura  opii  crocata  conlinet!  And  of  the  former  it  is 
said  :  Queeque  drachma  hujus  tincturae  tantum  opii  continet,  quantum  ex 
granis  decern  digeslione  menstruum  exlrahere  potest,  atque  guttis  decern 
inest  circiter,  quantum  e  grand  solvi  potest.  Sit  pond.  spec.  1,045 — 1,055. 
To  a  philologist,  too,  the  synonymes  are  pleasant,  e.  g.  Mel  rosatu m,  rose?i 
Honning ;  tr.  diuretica,  loimdrioende  draaber,  &c.,  with  many  more  which 
time  will  not  permit  us  to  notice.  No  doubt  some  good  hints  for  a  future 
national  pharmacopoeia  of  our  own  may  be  drawn  from  it. 


Medical  Conve7ition  at  Saratoga. — Dr.  North's  proposition,  in  our  last 
week's  Journal,  for  a  friendly  convention  of  the  multitude  of  medical 
strangers  who  might  most  conveniently  meet  at  Saratoga  the  last  Tuesday 
of  June,  is  favorably  received.  In  the  first  place,  since  physicians  are 
quite  in  the  habit  of  visiting  that  celebrated  watering  place,  from  all  points 
of  the  compass  in  the  Union,  to  say  nothing  of  those  form  the  West 
Indies,  British  provinces,  Europe  and  South  America,  it  strikes  us  that 
a  general  arrangement  of  the  private  business  of  each  visitant  so  as  to  be 
together  at  nature's  fountain  of  health  on  the  day  designated,  would  re- 
sult in  the  establishment  of  a  most  delightful  acquaintance,  the  influence 
of  which  would  be  conducive  to  those  high  and  honorable  feelings  which 
should  be  cherished  by  the  members  of  a  liberal  profession.  The  conven- 
tion might  in  fact  do  something  more  ;  they  could  not  be  long  together 
without  proposing  some  scheme  that  would  redound  to  the  best  good  of 
the  community,  and  give  an  impetus  to  those  sciences  to  which  they  are 
devoted.  Suggestions  calculated  to  have  an  encouraging  influence  in 
bringing  about  a  realization  of  Dr.  North's  proposal  will  receive  attention, 
if  seasonably  forwarded. 


Surgeon  General  of  the  State  of  Neio  York. — Under  the  executive 
movements  of  May  7th,  at  Albany,  is  announced  the  appointment  of  James 
McNaughton,  M.D.,  to  be  surgeon  general  of  the  military  of  the  State,  in 
place  of  Dr.  Richard  Pennell,  resigned.  This  is  probably  a  post  of  honor, 
and  not  of  profit.  Of  the  high  professional  qualifications  of  the  new  in- 
cumbent, no  one  at  all  acquainted  with  his  public  services  in  the  Western 
Medical  College,  while  occupying  the  chair  of  anatomy  and  physiology, 
will  presume  to  question.  Dr.  McNaughton  is  a  man  who  will  always 
confer  more  on  the  community  than  he  can  receive  from  it. 


Intraction  of  the  Rectum  Bougie. — There  are  by  no  means  solitary 
cases  of  this  kind.  The  other  extremity  of  the  alimentary  tube  presents 
us  with  a  phenomenon  of  a  similar  character.  The  action  of  this  part 
of  the  animal  frame  is  highly  peculiar;  after  the  expulsion  of  its  contents, 
the  intestine  has,  through  the  medium  of  the  internal  sphincter  and  the 
levator  ani,  an  inverted  action,  and  an  instrument,  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  the  intestine,  has  been  suddenly  grasped,  snatched  from 
the  fingers   of  the  operator,  and  drawn  up  into  the  rectum  and  colon  ! 
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Such  a  case  has  been  described  to  me  by  Mr.  Perry.     The  following  has 
occurred  to  the  celebrated  Scarpa  : — 

Foreign.  Body  introduced  into  the  Rectum. — A  villager,  aged  28,  of  a 
constipated  liabii,  experiencing  a  very  acute  pain  after  a  longer  constipa- 
tion than  usual,  and  finding  all  attempts  at  defalcation  fruitless,  introduced 
by  the  anus  a  long  piece  of  reed,  hoping  thus  to  induce  mechauically  the 
expulsion  of  the  matter  accumulated  in  the  intestine.  In  this  he  succeed- 
ed, but  in  order  to  render  the  evacuation  more  complete,  he  again  intro- 
duced the  reed,  and  more  deeply,  so  that  it  escaped  from  him  and  pene- 
trated further.  He  then  made  violent  efforts  in  the  hope  of  inducinii  its 
return,  but  in  vain;  terrible  pain  soon  ensued,  and  continued  all  night; 
the  next  day  the  patient  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  The  surgeon  in  attend- 
ance tried  in  vain  to  reach  the  foreign  body  with  the  finger  and  with  the 
bent  forceps. — Dr.  Marshall  Hall. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Piussan,  of  New  Orleans,  lately  informed 
the  proper  officer  of  the  first  municipality  that  he  had  been  called  to  thir- 
teen cases  presenting  symptoms  of  poisoning  from  fresh  cheese,  just 
brought  to  market. — A  young  man  from  Dundee,  Scotland,  on  being  in- 
formed that  he  was  in  a  hopeless  consumption,  shot  himself  with  three 
balls. — The  successful  candidate  for  public  executioner  at  Bourges,  was  a 
doctor  of  medicine.  He  had  a  diploma  as  an  officicr  de  Sante,  but  refused 
to  relinquish  the  practice  of  medicine  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  pub- 
lic authorities,  as  he  discovered  nothing  "  incompatible  with  that  of  exe- 
cutioner.'"— Dr.  Rowan  has  gone  in  the  Hudson  Bay's  Company  boats  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  make  a  tour  of  about  two  years.  After  arriving 
at  the  Red  river  with  his  party,  they  will  proceed  on  horseback  across  the 
Rocky  mountains  to  Columbia  river,  and  descend  in  canoes  to  Fort  Van- 
couver; thence  to  California,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  finally  traverse  Si- 
beria and  arrive  at  St.  Petersburgh  in  Russia. — On  the  anniversary  meet- 
ing of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  which  occurs  on  Wednesday, 
May  26th,  the  Fellows  will  dine  together  at  Faneuil  Hall. — Mr.  Robert 
S.  Davis,  Boston,  and  Hogan  &  Thompson,  Philadelphia,  have  just  issued 
a  sixth  improved  edition  of  the  Class-book  of  Anatomy.  No  publication 
on  anatomy  in  the  United  States,  it  is  believed,  has  ever  reached  so  many 
editions  before. — Dr.  Robert  M.  Bird,  extensively  known  in  the  character 
of  a  successful  novelist  and  miscellaneous  writer,  has  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica  in 
the  Pennsylvania  College  at  Philadelphia. 

Married,— In  Keene,  N.  H.,Dr.  Charles  Vose  Bemis,  of  Medford,  Ms.,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  F.  Henry— At  Valparaiso,  Thomas  S.  Page,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  Miss  Anna  M.  Liljivalch,  of  Stockholm. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  lor  the  week  ending  May  15,  41.— Males,  23  ;  Females,  18.     Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  9— dropsy,  1 — measles,  8— apoplexy,  1— lung  fever,  1— fits,  1— brain  feVer,  1— scro- 
fula, 1— old  age,  2— smallpox,  4— palsy,  1— spasms,  1— hooping  cough,  1— paralysis,  1— marasmus,  2 — 
tumor,  1 — disease  of  brain,  1 — child-bed,  1 — unknown,  1. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  holdeu  at  the  Temple,  Tremont 
street,  on  Wednesday,  26th  inst.,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  annual  discourse  will  be  delivered  at  1 
o'clock,  by  Edward  Reynolds,  .Jr.,  M.D.,  of  Boston.  Literary  gentlemen,  interested  in  medical  science, 
and  students  of  medicine,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend.     Dinner  at  half  past  2,  at  Faiieiiil  Hall. 

A  stated  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  will  be  held  on  the  day  following,  at  the  Society's  Room  in  the 
Temple,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jr. 

My  19— tm  Recording  Secretary, 
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MEDICAL    TUITION   FOR  1840—41. 

The  subscribers  will  commence  tlieir  course  of  inslruction  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  on  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1840  (the  period  at  wliicti  tlie  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University  begin). 

IMiuute  examinations  will  be  held  on  all  the  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  lectures, 
in  order  thai  students  intending  to  offer  themselves  for  e\aniination  at  the  College  in  the  spring,  may 
be  prepared.  Students  may  be  assured  that  they  will  have  constant  and  abundant  opportunities  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  After  the  lectures,  the  arrangements 
will  be  as  follows  until  llu  ensuing  November. 

Free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea  will  be  granted  ;  a  daily 
morning  visit  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Stedman,  and  every  week  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch  and  Wiley  will 
visit  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  learning  the  physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the 
chest.  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  chest  and  air  passages. 
Admission  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Infirmary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  to  the  practice  of  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts  ;  occasional  oppor- 
tunities for  operative  surgery  and  midwifery. 
Courses  of  instruction  as  follows  : 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Chemistry,  by  -  Dr.  Perrv. 

Midwifery,  Materia  Medica  and  Demonstrations  on )  _  _        -p      Bowditch 

Morbid  Anatomy  at  the  Hospitals,  by  j  " 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         -  -  -      Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study  either  at  Boston,  at  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  or  at  Chelsea,  free  of 
expense.     For  terms,  aiiplv  to  H.  G.  Wilev,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

DR.  PERRY,  413  Washington  St.,  DR.  STEDMAN,  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital, 

DR.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  Place,  DR.  WILEV,  467  Washington  st. 

S.  16 — eoptf. 

HOMCEOPATHIC    BOOKS. 
Hahnemann's  Organon.     Jahr's  Manual  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine.     Jeane's  Homoeopathic  Practice 
of  Medicine.     Ruoff 's  Repertory  of  Homoeoiiathic  Medicine.     Hering's  Homteopaihist  or  Domestic 
Physician.     P.  F.  Curie's  Domestic  Homoeopathy  ;  by  G.  Humphrey,  M.D.    Everest's  Popular  View 
of  Homoeopathy. 

O" .Medicine  Chests  for  the  above  works.  Sugar  of  Milk,  Directions  for  Diet,  etc.  etc. 
N.  B.— All  German  Classics  and  other  valuable  German,  Greek  and  Latin  Books.     For  sale  by 
My  5— 3t  J.  G.  WESSELHCEFT, 

No.  124  North  2d  street,  above  Race,  Philadelphia. 

SITUATION    FOll    A    PHYSICIAN. 

A  SITUATION  for  a  physician  in  Canton  Centre,  Mass.,  which  has  been  occupied  by  one  for  30  years, 
lias  just  been  vacated,  and  is  oifered  tor  snle  cheap.  Apply,  if  by  letter,  post  paid,  to  E.  Crane,  Can- 
ton Centre,  Mass.,  who  will  give  the  particulars.  iNIy  12 — 3t* 

MA8SACllUSt:TTS    MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors'  Meeting. — There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District,  at  the  house 
of  the  subscriber.  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Thursdav,  21st  of  May,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M. 
A  21— eptm  '         JOHN  JEFFRIES, 

Secretary  of  Censors. 

A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment — Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  ami  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  &  Co.,  118  Washington  street.  Price  50  cts.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
in  paper  covers,  so  as  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

~~  ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  Haynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  professiongenerally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  olfice.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  .f  4 — without,  $3,50.  By  addiessin :  the 
publisher,   No.  184  Washington  street,  poyaiuians  mey  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents  : — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton  ;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith;  D.Crosby' 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Kingston ;  L.  Bartlett,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheler' 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnshury. 

PRIVATE    IMKDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  instruction,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  titnc  and  o|ipnrtuiiities  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
«tudy  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.     Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  chaiiie. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1810.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 


THE  BOSTOM  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  .$3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 


TH  E 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XXIV.  Wednesday,  May  26,  1841.  No.  16. 


ERIJOT   IN   SMALL   AND   REPEATED   DOSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jotirnal. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  notice,  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Journal,  of  Prof.  Beck's 
paper  on  Ergot,  induced  me  to  inquire  for  it,  having  the  desire  to  learn  the 
opinion,  on  this  article,  of  one  so  well  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject. By  your  kindness  I  have  been  gratified.  Having  much  confidence 
in  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  ergot  as  a  parturient  agent,  when  used  in  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  administering  it  during 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  I  have  concluded  to  send  you  extracts  em- 
bracing this  subject,  from  my  "  Observations  on  Obstetric  Practice,"  pre- 
pared for  the  VV^estern  District  of  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society  in  1839, 
and  also  read  before  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
June  last.  This  1  do  with  much  diffidence,  after  having  read  Dr.  Beck's 
"  Observations  on  Ergot."  Your  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

Jaffrey,  N.  H.^ May  11,  1841.  L.  Howe. 

The  discovery  of  the  virtues  of  this  article,  ergot,  has  put  into  the 
hands  of  obstetricians  a  powerful  and  valuable  agent ;  and  perhaps  there 
is  no  one  in  the  materia  medica  which  more  rarely  fails  of  its  specific^ 
effects.  Most  practitioners,  of  the  present  day,  believe  in  its  power  ot 
exciting  uterine  action,  and  approve  of  its  exhibition  in  extreme  cases, 
and  when  "  everything  is  ready."  But  whether  its  use  be  justifiable  in 
those  which,  if  left  to  the  operations  of  nature,  would  probably,  though 
protracted,  terminate  favorably,  is  a  question  not  unworthy  of  consideration. 
If  its  effects  in  such  cases  endanger  the  life  of  the  child,  or  increase  the 
sufferings  of  the  woman,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  its  exhibition  would  be 
unjustifiable.  These  unhappy  results  are  too  often  witnessed,  evenin  the 
latter  stages  of  labor,  when  it  is  given  in  full  doses  and  without  its  cor- 
rectives. Notwithstanding  my  belief,  now  as  it  ever  has  been,  that  time 
and  patience  should  be  inscribed  on  the  posts  of  every  lying-in  bed,  expe- 
rience has  convinced  me  that  ergot  may  be  so  administered  in  every  stage 
of  labor  (but  not  in  evei-y  case)  as  to  expedite  delivery,  save  the  woman 
much  suffering,  and  friends  anxiety.  This  may  be  done  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  it  in  small  and  i-ejmated  doses  ;  in  some  cases,  in  combmation 
with  opium  and  tart,  of  antimony,  and  in  others,  by  preceding  these  doses 
by  small  ones  of  the  solution  of  the  latter  article. 

In   protracted  cases,  when  the  os  uteri  was  rigid  and  undilatable,  and 
the  pains  irregular,  1  have,  for  some  years,  been  in  the  habit  oi  prescribing 
16 
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30  drops  of  the  wine  of  antimony,  to  be  repeated,  and  if  necessary  the 
dose  increased,  every  25  or  30  minutes,  till  relaxation  or  nausea  has  been 
produced  ;  and  then,  if  pains  have  not  become  regular,  of  giving  one  or 
two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  following :  R.  Secaliscornuti,  3  ss. ;  aquae  fer- 
ventis,  §  iij. — jv. ;  infunde  per  semi-horem — to  be  repeated  every  25  or 
30  minutes,  till  pains  have  become  regular.  If  the  uterine  action  should 
be  considerably  excited,  although  the  pains  are  irregular  and  apparently 
inefficient,  the  infusion  should  be  discontinued  ;  and  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  the  pains  become  unremittent,  opium  should  be  immediately  given,  in 
such  doses  as  the  case  might  require,  to  subdue  the  improper  influence  of 
the  ergot. 

The  combination  of  ergot,  tart,  of  ant.  and  opium  in  the  following  pro- 
portions, succeeds  well  in  irritable  and  nervous  constitutions,  when  it  is 
proper  to  give  the  first  article :  two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  above  infusion, 
half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  wine  of  antimony,  and  five  to  ten  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  opium,  or  equal  amount  of  opium  in  paregoric  elixir. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  regard  to  the  temperament  of  the  ^patient ;  in 
the  lymphatic,  less  antimony  and  more  ergot  would  be  indicated  ;  and  in 
the  sanguineous  and  nervous,  the  reverse  proportions,  with,  perhaps,  the 
addition  of  opium. 

In  most  cases,  two  or  three  doses,  in  some  one  of  the  above  forms, 
have  been  found  to  be  sufficient  to  relax  the  os  uteri  and  increase  the 
pains,  and  without  overcoming  their  intermittent  or  alternate  character. 
The  object  desired  in  the  exhibition  of  ergot,  is  to  excite  natural  labor- 
pains  ;  but  if  it  be  given  m  full,  or  too  frequently  repeated,  doses,  the  ute- 
rine action  becomes  distressing  and  continuous,  endangering  the  life  of  the 
child.  In  the  last  stage  of  labor,  larger  doses  might  be  administered  vvith 
more  safety  than  in  any  previous  one,  but  the  same  caution  should  ever  be 
observed,  viz.,  never  give  it  in  such  doses  as  will  overcome  the  intermit- 
tent character  of  labor-pains.  This  caution  seems  to  be  very  generally 
disregarded,  if  understood,  by  practitioners,  at  the  expense  of  the  lives  of 
some  children,  much  distress  of  their  patients,  and  to  the  discredit  of  the 
medicine. 

Some  of  the  rules  of  writers  for  the  use  of  ergot,  which  need  not  to  be 
repeated  here,  apply  not  only  to  ordinary  or  large,  but  to  small,  doses. 
One  of  them  is  too  important  to  be  omitted  :  that  is — ergot  should  not  be 
given  till  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  presentation  is  natural.  This 
can,  generally,  be  done  before  the  os  uteri  is  dilated  to  any  considerable 
extent,  and  even  before  the  membranes  are  ruptured,  if  the  examination 
be  made  during  the  absence  of  pains.  The  fact  that  we  can  thus  early, 
in  most  cases,  ascertain  whether  the  presentation  be  natural,  is  important 
for  other  reasons;  for  if  it  be  such  as  to  require  that  the  child  be  turned,  it 
is  well  known  that  it  is  only  ill  the  early  stages  it  can  be  effected  with 
facility. 

The  use  of  ergot  has  been  objected  to  by  practitioners,  for  the  reason, 
that  in  their  practice  it  has  destroyed  the  child.  This,  without  doubt,  in 
many  instances,  has  been  lamentably  true  ;  but  where  is  the  fault  ?  If  a 
physician  should  see  his  patient  die  in  consequence  of  an  over-dose  of 
opium,  would  he  ever  after  proscribe  the  use  of  this  medicine  ?  or  would 
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he  not  rather  learn  a  lesson  of  caution,  and  the  fact,  that  if  five  grains 
may  kill,  half  of  this  dose  may  remove  the  disease  and  save  the  patient? 
It  is  well  known  that  most  articles  of  the  materia  niedica  are  essentially 
modified  in  their  effects  hy  pharmaceutical  composition.  There  can  be 
no  reason  for  supposing  ergot  to  be  an  exception  to  this  principle ;  but 
when  submitted  to  the  same  process,  it  will  undergo  a  sim.ilar  modification. 

Wlien  ergot  is  prescribed  in  such  doses  as  to  excite  powerful  and  unre- 
mitting uterine  action,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  death  of  the  child  will 
often  occur.  This  may  arise  from  the  pressure  on  the  funis,  as  it  some- 
times passes  over  a  limb  or  some  other  prominent  part,  and,  also,  from 
powerful  and  unremitting  pressure  on  the  head.  1  would  therefore  repeat, 
that  when  this  agent  be  given  in  the  early  stages  of  labor,  it  should  be  in 
such  doses  as  will  only  excite  the  naturitl  labor-pains,  and  in  the  latter 
stages  recall  into  action  the  flagging  powers  of  the  uterus  ;  and  by  no 
means  force  the  uterus  into  inordinate  and  continuous  action.  In  the  use 
of  this  article,  the  axiom,  ^'festina  lenie,^^  has  a  peculiar  application. 

Since  commencing  the  practice,  which  I  have  attempted  briefly  to  de- 
scribe, I  have  not  witnessed  a  single  instance  of  misfortune,  resulting  from 
it,  either  to  the  mother  or  child  ;  and  so  satisfactory  have  been  its  results  as 
to  enable  me  to  recommend  it  to  others  with  much  confidence.  Many 
cases  might  be  adduced  to  illustrate  its  safety  and  efficacy,  if  the  occasion 
and  time  permitted. 

If  ergot  be  exhibited  to  promote  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  the 
same  caution  should  be  observed  as  has  been  described.  An  over-dose 
would  cause  the  uterus  to  embrace  so  firmly  the  placenta,  that  it  could  not 
be  expelled  until  the  influence  of  the  medicine  had  ceased. 

In  cases  of  flooding  and  other  symptoms  of  abortion,  particularly  in 
the  early  months,  ergot  should  be  given  in  a  full  dose,  not  to  be  repeated 
unless  the  hemorrhage  should  render  it  necessary,  and  also  evident  that  the 
ovum  could  not  be  retained.  In  such  cases  continuous  uterine  action 
checks  the  flooding,  and  in  the  commencement  of  this  and  other  symp- 
toms, has  a  tendency  to  prevent  abortion. 

In  cases  of  excessive  after-pains,  I  have  prescribed  this  medicine  with 
happy  results.  It  should  be  given  in  small  doses,  commencing  a  few 
minutes  before  or  immediately  after  delivery,  and  repeated  as  often  as  the 
case  may  require,  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours.  The  following  is  a 
good  formula,  to  be  used  in  such  cases:  R.  Secaliscornuti,  grs.  ij. ;  opii, 
gr.  1-4  ;  tart,  ant.,  gr.  1-16.  Fit  pil.  One  to  be  given  every  four  or  six 
hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  Camphor  may  be  added, 
or  substituted  for  opium. 

Among  the  aphorisms  of  the  Coan  father  of  medicine,  is  the  following: 
"  Mulieri  menstrua  si  velis  cohibere  cucurbitam  quam  maximam  ad  mam- 
mes  appone."  This  was  undoubtedly  founded  on  the  principle  of  the 
sympathy  of  parts  or  organs.  On  the  same  principle  an  aged  physician, 
Dr.  Hartshorn,  who  died  in  Rindge,  N.  H.,  some  forty  years  ago,  was  in 
the  habit,  while  in  attendance  on  lingering  cases,  of  using  friction  to  the 
woman's  breasts,  which  practice  was  quite  in  keeping  with  the  eccentri- 
cities of  his  character.  An  aged  woman  whom  he  had  thus  attended, 
and  from  whom  I  had  this  information,  thought  him  a  very  indecent  doc- 


248  Ergot  in  small  and  repeated  Doses. 

tor.  But  no  doubt  in  this  way  he  courted  the  uterus  to  act,  whether  she 
was  pleased  or  not  with  his  assiduous  attentions.  Now  in  excessive  men- 
strual discharges,  the  uterus  is  not  unfrequently,  particularly  in  protracted 
cases,  in  a  relaxed  state.  Here  those  means  would  be  indicated  which 
would  excite  its  permanent  or  tonic  contraction.  This  may  be  done  by 
mechanical  irritation  of  the  parts  with  which  it  has  a  direct  sympathy, 
as,  perhaps,  by  the  practice  of  Hippocrates  and  Hartshorn,  or  more  pro- 
perly by  medicine,  which,  by  its  sympathetic  or  specific  influence,  will 
produce  similar,  but  more  favorable  results.  Ergot  may  become  more 
highly  appreciated  in  diseases  of  this  class  when  physicians  shall  have 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  prescribing  it  according  to  the  pathology  of  the 
disease,  and  the  virtues  of  the  article. 


It  seems  the  objections  to  the  use  of  ergot  by  Prof.  Beck,  and  the 
numerous  authorities  cited  by  him,  were  predicated  on  its  effects  when 
given  in  such  doses  as  not  only  to  produce  powerful,  but  continuous,  ute- 
rine action.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  pains  must  often  prove  fa- 
tal to  the  child.  This  fact  does  not  conflict  with  the  practice  which  I 
have  recommended  in  the  above  extracts,  but  proves  conclusively,  that  if 
this  article  be  used  at  all,  it  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  this  practice.  Although  by  some,  ergot  may  be  considered,  when  used 
in  this  manner,  "  merely  a  time-saving  agent,"  and  by  others  as  inopera- 
tive, it  will  be  found  by  those  who  may  condescend  to  give  it  a  trial,  both 
safe  and  efficacious.  The  fact  that  women  are  susceptible  to  the  action 
of  ergot  according  to  their  temperament,  should  be  regarded  in  the  use  of 
it,  to  avoid  disappointment.  1  am  gratified  to  learn  that  Dr.  Kelso  has 
advanced  the  same  fact.  He  says  that  "  women  of  nervous  or  sanguineo- 
nervous  constitutions  are  the  most  apt  to  be  influenced  by  the  ergot,  while 
the  melancholic  or  lymphatic  are  generally  insusceptible  to  its  action." 
This  circumstance  not  having  been  regarded  in  its  use,  may  in  some  mea- 
sure account  for  the  difference  of  opinion  in  respect  to  its  parturient 
powers. 

Dr.  Beck  has  fully  established  the  fact,  that  "  ergot  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing an  effect  on  the  uterus  anterior  to  the  full  terra  of  gestation." 
Why,  then,  do  the  reprehensible  attempts  of  women  to  produce  abortion 
by  taking  this  article,  fortunately  so  often  fail  ?  Dr.  Dewees  says,  "  that 
an  over-dose  of  this  remedy  may  produce  such  a  contraction  of  the  ute- 
rus, after  the  birth  of  the  child,  as  to  cause  a  retention  of  the  placenta, 
for  some  hours."  When  resorted  to  by  females  for  the  above  purpose,  it 
is  taken  in  a  fearless  manner ;  one  large  dose  rarely,  if  ever,  effects  their 
object,  but  cures  them  of  their  design.  Several  cases  could  be  mentioned 
where  a  teacupful  of  it  was  taken,  after  having  been  steeped,  as  one,  at  her 
subsequent  lying-in,  informed  me,  as  strong  as  it  could  be.  It  produced 
no  other  effect,  in  these  cases,  than  a  temporary  sickness.  When  prescribed 
by  physicians  to  procure  premature  labor,  it  is  used  in  much  smaller  but 
repeated  doses ;  and  in  their  hands,  it  less  frequently  fails  of  the  desired 
effects. 

The  reason  why,  in  the  majority  of  the  experiments  made  on  animals, 
it  produced  no  effect,  as  is  stated  by  Dr.  Beck,  may  perhaps  be  explica- 
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ble  in  the  different  manner  of  .its  exhibition.  A  farmer  in  this  vicinity 
caused  his  flock  of  ewes  to  miscarry  by  feeding  them  daily,  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  with  a  small  quantity  of  rye. 


REVIEW  OF   DR.   GROSS'S    PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

[Concluded  from  page  202.] 

After  devoting  a  short  chapter  to  the  lesions  of  the  "  nasal,  maxillary 
and  frontal  cavities"  and  another  to  those  of  the  "  mouth, pharynx  and 
cesojjhagus,'"  the  author  arrives  at  the  stomach  and  hoivels,  to  the  conside- 
ration of  which  he  has  given  upwards  of  a  hundred  pages.  Attached  to 
this  volume  is  a  plate,  presenting  eighteen  beautifully-colored  figures,  illus- 
trating inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  tlie  stomach  and  bowels 
in  all  its  grades,  hypertrophy,  ulceration,  softening,  gangrene  of  the  same, 
and  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  glands  of  Peyer.  The  following 
has  not  been  noticed  by  any  other  author  within  our  knowledge. 

"  In  leaving  this  subject,  there  is  one  point  upon  which  1  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  few  comments.  I  allude  to  the  singular  contraction 
of  the  large  bowel,  which  is  so  frequently  met  with  in  our  post-mortem 
examinations.  Every  physician  who  is  in  the  habit  of  making  researches 
of  this  kind  must  have  frequently  observed  this  appearance.  During  the 
early  period  of  my  professional  life,  before  I  had  much  acquaintance  with 
morbid  structure,  I  was  inclined  to  look  upon  this  contraction  as  the  effect 
of  disease ;  and  as  such,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  it  is  still  regarded  by 
many  at  the  present  moment.  That  this,  however,  is  not  the  fact,  in  the 
great  majority  of  instances,  my  own  experience  decidedly  tells  me ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  all  mistake  upon  the  subject,  1  would  suggest  that,  when- 
ever this  appearance  is  witnessed — as  it  will,  1  feel  confident,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  every  ten — the  bowel  should  be  carefully  opened  with  the  scissors, 
and  thoroughly  scrutinized,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  color,  con- 
sistence and  thickness  of  its  several  tunics  ;  for  by  such  a  procedure  alone 
can  the  investigator  expect  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 

"  The  parts  of  the  large  bowel  most  subject  to  this  contraction  are  the 
left  half  of  the  arch  of  the  colon,  the  descending  portion,  the  sigmoid 
flexure,  and  the  upper  half  of  the  rectum — the  frequency  of  its  occurrence 
being  in  the  order  here  enumerated." 

We  must  again  request  the  reader  to  obtain  the  work,  and  study  this 
chapter.  He  will  find  a  mass  of  interesting  and  instructive  remarks,  and 
that  in  as  condensed  a  form  as  the  number  and  nature  of  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed could  admit  of. 

The  author  proceeds  to  consider  the  lesions  of  the  peritoneum,  which 
are  all  "  referred  to  inflammation,  tubercles,  melanosis  and  cancerous 
growths."  Next  we  have  a  very  full  chapter  on  the  biliary  apparatus, 
embracing  the  liver  and  the  gall-bladder,  from  which  we  shall  make  but 
a  single  extract,  on  the  subject  of  the  fatty  liver. 

"  The  liver  has  occasionally  a  peculiar  adipous  appearance,  the  fatty 
matter  being  either  diffused  through  its  parenchymatous  structure,  or  con- 
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fined  to  particular  spots.  The  affected  part  is  of  a  pale  yellowish  color, 
not  unlike  that  of  a  pale  autumnal  leaf;  its  consistence  is  more  or  less 
diminished  ;  it  perceptibly  greases  the  scalpel,  is  unctuous  to  the  touch, 
and  yields  an  oily  principle  by  boiling.  This,  according  to  the  recent 
experiments  of  Mr.  Bird,  of  London,  is  a  soft,  brownish  substance,  very 
fusible,  and  possessing  a  peculiar  and  unpleasant  odor.  The  quantity 
yielded  by  a  pound  of  hepatic  tissue  is  about  five  drachms  and  a  half 

"  Frequently  the  surface  of  the  organ  presents  small  brownish  spots, 
which,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  arranged,  give  it  a  very  singu- 
larly mottled  appearance,  resembling  very  much  the  liver  of  the  shark, 
cod,  and  other  oily  fishes.  When  a  section  is  made,  the  interior  is  found 
to  be  of  a  much  more  uniform  color,  being  of  a  pale  yellow,  deep  orange, 
or  light  ochre.  The  hepatic  tissue  is  generally  diminished  in  specific 
gravity,  though  this  occurrence  is  by  no  means  constant.  In  two  speci- 
mens examined  by  Mr.  Bird,  the  weight  was  only  1,027,  whereas  in  the 
same  amount  of  healthy  liver  it  was  1,062. 

"  This  fatty  degeneration  occurs  almost  exclusively  in  phthisical  sub- 
jects. Louis  found  it  in  forty-four  persons  out  of  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  who  died  of  this  disease  under  his  care,  in  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital at  Paris.  This  writer  even  goes  so  far  as  to  contend  that  this  state 
of  the  liver  is  never  seen,  except  in  connection  with  tubercles  of  the 
lungs,  or  of  some  other  organs.  That  this,  however,  is  not  necessarily, 
although  it  may  be  generally,  the  case,  is  abundantly  disproved  by  the 
observations  of  other  pathologists. 

"  Various  hypotheses  have  been  offered  with  a  view  of  accounting  for 
this  curious  state  of  the  liver ;  but  the  only  explanation  which  seems  to 
me  to  be  at  all  tenable,  is  that  which  ascribes  it  to  chronic  inflammation, 
with  venous  engorgement,  giving  rise  to  an  augmentation  of  the  secretion 
of  fatty  matter,  which,  according  to  the  well-known  experiments  of  Bra- 
connet  and  Vauquelin,  is  naturally  contained  in  the  organ.  This  opinion 
derives  support  and  illustration  from  what  is  observed  in  the  inferior  ani- 
mals. In  the  goose  and  duck,  an  almost  complete  adipous  transformation 
of  the  liver  may  be  induced  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  by  subjecting 
them  to  inactivity,  withholding  the  light,  and  cramming  their  stomachs 
with  a  paste  made  of  barley-meal,  mutton-suet,  and  coarse  sugar,  mixed 
with  milk.  This  mode  of  fattening  fowls  has  been  pursued  for  many 
years  in  the  neighborhood  of  London,  and  it  has  been  found  that  if  the 
repletion  be  kept  up  longer  than  a  fortnight,  so  much  structural  lesion 
will  be  induced  as  to  kill  them,  or  render  the  meat  unfit  for  the  table,  the 
liver  being  converted  into  a  soft,  red,  oily  mass.  In  the  human  subject, 
this  change  seems  to  take  place  very  rapidly  in  some  instances,  as  in  the 
course  of  five  or  six  weeks  ;  and  the  organ  is  not  unfrequently  double 
the  usual  weight  and  bulk.  Louis  has  ascertained  that  it  is  more  com- 
mon in  young  than  in  old  persons,  and  in  females  than  in  men,  in  the 
ratio  of  nearly  four  to  one." 

Next  follow  two  short  chapters  upon  the  spleen  and  pancreas ;  then 
we  have  a  lengthy  one  upon  the  urinary  apparatus,  and  finally  the  work 
closes  with  a  full  chapter  upon  the  female  organs  of  generation,  including 
the  uterus,  the  ovaries,  the  Fallopian  tubes,  the  vagina  and  vuho,  the 
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mammary  gland,  and  the  placenta.  From  the  section  upon  lesions  of 
the  ki(hieys,  we  shall  present  to  the  reader  what  is  said  upon  Bright 
disease,  ov  granular  nephritis. 

"  In  chronic  nephritis,  the  redness  is  of  a  duller  hue,  and  the  affected 
parts  frequently  exhibit  a  marbled  aspect.  The  structure  of  the  kidney 
becomes  hard  and  granulated,  and  the  patient  is  gradually  worn  out  by 
slow,  hectic  fever.  Diabetes  is  a  frequent  attendant  on  this  disease.  In 
a  few  cases,  1  have  seen  the  kidney  converted  into  a  yellowish  homo- 
geneous mass,  without  being  able  to  discern  the  least  trace  of  the  original 
textures.  Its  size  is  also  sometimes  very  much  diminished,  as  1  have  re- 
peatedly had  occasion  to  remark  in  my  dissections.  This  is  especially 
the  case  in  the  granular  disease  of  this  organ,  so  ably  described  by  Dr. 
Bright,  of  London.  On  tearing  a  kidney  that  is  thus  affected,  the  surface 
will  be  found  studded  with  hard,  whitish,  spherical  bodies,  from  the  size  of 
a  clover-seed  to  that  of  a  gooseberry  :  they  are  occasionally  extremely  nu- 
merous ;  and,  in  some  instances,  they  project  beyond  the  surface  of  the 
organ,  so  as  to  be  discernible  through  its  fibrous  envelope.  What  the  na- 
ture of  these  bodies  is,  is  still  a  litigated  point.  The  most  plausible 
opinion,  I  think,  is  that  which  refers  them  to  a  hypertrophied  condition 
of  the  granulations  which  are  supposed,  by  Malpighi  and  others,  naturally 
to  exist  in  the  vascular  substance.  The  affection  may  thus  be  said  to  be 
analogous  to  the  mammillated  state  of  the  liver.  Like  it,  it  is  frequently 
connected  with  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  and  with  the  secretion  of  albu- 
minous urine.  Andral  remarks  that  he  has  seen  the  granulations,  in  one 
instance,  in  the  tubular  structure ;  but  this  is  probably  a  mistake.  Ac- 
cording to  the  theory  we  have  advanced  above,  they  should  always  be 
confined  to  the  vascular  substance ;  and  this,  as  we  are  informed  by 
Bright,  is  uniformly  the  case." 

In  the  last  chapter  we  find  a  better  description  o(  fibrous  tumors,  poly- 
pes, hydatids,  and  moles  of  the  uterus,  than  we  are  able  to  find  in  any 
other  author.  All  of  these  morbid  growths  are  illustrated  by  handsome 
wood  cuts,  which  cannot  fail  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  appearance 
of  the  original.  We  shall  endeavor  to  give  the  substance  of  the  author's 
remarks  upon  uterine  moles.  These  organized  bodies  are  divided  into 
two  species,  the  fibrinous  and  the  vascular.  The  fibrinous  mole  is  al- 
ways in  shape  more  or  less  conical,  pyriform,  or  gourd-like,  never  perfectly 
globular.  The  mean  weight  is  between  one  and  two  ounces.  Length, 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  and  a  quarter  inches.  Width,  from  one 
inch  and  a  half  to  two  inches  and  a  quarter.  Thickness,  from  one  inch 
and  a  half  to  two  inches.  In  the  recent  state  the  fibrinous  mole  looks 
like  a  mass  of  blood.  It  is  firm  and  solid,  and  cuts  like  fibro-cartilage. 
Externally  the  adventitious  product  is  invested  by  a  grayish,  fragile  la- 
mella, about  a  fourth  of  a  line  in  thickness,  which  seems  to  connect  it  to 
the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus.  This  species  of  mole  has  an  internal 
cavity  of  irregular  shape,  which  opens  externally,  and  this  cavity  is  always 
lined  with  two  short  sacs,  which  seem  to  correspond  with  the  foetal  en- 
velops. These  sacs  are  separable  from  each  other  ;  the  outer  one  is  rough, 
flocculent  and  loosely  connected  with  the  deciduous  membrane,  which 
is  always  reflected  into  the  mole  ;  the  inner  is  smooth  and  serous,  sometimes 
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containing  a  liquor  like  to  the  liquor  amnii.  The  vascular  mole  is  more 
rare  than  the  fibrinous.  It  is  generally  globular,  varying  in  diameter  from 
one  to  four  inches.  Its  weight,  after  the  discharge  of  its  contents,  varies 
from  three  drachms  to  an  ounce.  It  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
placenta,  being  composed  of  bloodvessels  and  cellular  tissue.  It  has  a 
delicate  external  lamella,  and  two  internal  membranes,  answering  to  the 
chorion  and  amnion,  the  latter  enclosing  several  ounces  of  fluid. 

These  bodies  are  formed  as  the  consequence  of  conception  in  the  early 
stages  of  pregnancy,  and  are  expelled  with  more  or  less  hemorrhage,  after 
having  been  retained  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  womb.  Of  the 
causes  of  their  development  we  know  nothing  with  certainty.  The  ute- 
rus, perhaps,  instead  of  nourishing  the  embryo,  inflames — blood  is  effused, 
the  germ  destroyed,  and  the  abnormal  structure  formed. 

In  the  last  section  of  this  last  chapter  the  author  has  made  a  few  re- 
marks upon  diseases  of  the  placenta,  referring  them  to  inflammation  (ter- 
minating in  effusion  of  lymph,  which  causes  adhesion,  or  suppuration), 
atrophy,  cartilaginous  degeneration,  ossification,  sanguineous  effusion  and 
hypertrophy. 

"  Nearly  all  the  lesions  above  described  are  either  directly  hostile  to 
the  persistence  of  the  placenta,  or  they  interfere,  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, with  the  nourishment  of  the  foetus.  In  the  cartilaginous  and  osseous 
transformations,  many  of  the  vessels  are  either  entirely  obliterated,  or 
their  calibre  so  much  diminished  as  to  admit  of  a  very  imperfect  circula- 
tion. Hence  atrophy  of  the  placenta,  and  emaciation  of  the  new  being. 
When  the  lesions  are  extensive,  abortion  is  the  consequence.  Ossifica- 
tion of  the  placenta  occurs  occasionally  in  several  successive  preg- 
nancies. 

"  The  placenta  may  adhere  to  any  part  of  the  uterus,  but  is  usually 
found  at  the  base.  In  twin  cases,  it  is  either  double,  bilobulated,  or  fur- 
nished with  two  cords.  Occasionally  it  is  attached  to  the  head  of  the 
infant." 

We  are  sorry  that  the  author  has  not  given  us  his  views  respecting  the 
relation  subsisting  between  the  uterus  and  placenta.  Is  there  any  vascu- 
lar connection  between  them  ?  The  placenta  is  undoubtedly  an  organiza- 
ble  product,  and  we  are  disposed  to  believe,  with  Dr.  Meigs,  of  Philadel- 
phia, that  it  is  a  production  of  the  chorion ;  but  does  it  enjoy  an  indepen- 
dent vitality  ?  Is  it  a  parasite  ?  If  not,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  connection 
between  it  and  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  ?  Can  it  ever  be  dis- 
eased without  involving,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  the  uterus  itself? 
These  are  questions  which  we  should  like  to  have  seen  discussed.  Again, 
would  it  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  plan  of  his  work  to  have  added 
something  upon  the  pathology  of  the  foetus — the  morbid  relations  between 
the  foetus  and  the  uterus  and  its  membranes  ?  We  would  respectfully 
suggest  these  matters  for  the  considerationof  our  author,  in  view  of  shortly 
seeing  a  second  edition  of  his  admirable  work. 

We  have  finished  our  task,  and  we  hope  that  it  has  been  performed  with 
impartiality.  Wherever  we  have  differed  in  opinion  from  our  author, 
that  difference  has  been  expressed  without  any  embarrassment.  We 
honestly  believe    that,  in   his  philosophy  of  morbid  action,  the  author  is 
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entirely  too  ultra ;  while  at  the  same  time  we  would  repeat  the  decla- 
ration thai,  as  a  treatise  on  morbid  structure,  the  work  has  never  heen 
excelled  in  America.  VV.  J.  B. 
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Fractures. — A  man  aged  59  years,  and  to  appearance  considerably 
older,  stepped  down  an  open  scuttle  in  the  street,  in  the  evening,  and 
when  extricated  was  found  to  have  a  fracture  of  the  right  thigh.  The 
limb  was  temporarily  bandaged  by  a  surgeon,  and  he  was  brought  to  the 
Hospital  about  eighteen  hours  after  the  accident.  The  bandages  being 
removed,  the  limb  was  observed  to  be  one  inch  the  shorter,  and  the  foot 
was  completely  everted.  There  was  no  contusion  or  tumefaction  of  the 
soft  parts,  but  the  patient  complained  of  considerable  uneasiness  from  the 
spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the  affected  limb.  On  examination  a  fracture 
was  detected  about  two  inches  above  the  knee,  oblique  from  above  down- 
wards, behind  forwards  ;  the  superior  sharp  fragment  was  felt  under  the 
extensor  muscles,  while  the  inferior  projected  very  much  backward  into 
the  ham  from  the  action  of  the  gastrocnemii.  A  crepitus  could  easily 
be  detected  by  firmly  grasping  the  thigh  at  the  point  of  fracture,  and  ro- 
tating the  limb. 

The  apparatus  for  extension,  after  the  manner  of  Desault,  was  applied 
as  follows.  The  limb  being  well  bandaged  from  the  toes  to  the  groin, 
three  splints  were  applied  to  the  thigh,  one  on  each  side  and  the  third  in 
front,  the  front  splint  being  carved  so  as  to  receive  the  patella  and  extend 
a  short  distance  on  the  leg.  A  loop,  to  which  to  attach  the  extending 
power,  was  then  contrived  by  passing  a  double  band  under  the  sole  of  the 
foot  and  attaching  it  on  each  side  of  the  leg  by  a  roller ;  this  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  common  leather  sock  of  the  usual  apparatus,  inasmuch 
as  the  extension  is  applied  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  limb,  and  not 
entirely  centred  at  the  heel,  as  it  is  apt  to  be  by  the  sock,  thus  risking  a 
troublesome  ulceration  or  gangrene.  All  this  being  arranged,  the  ordinary 
extension  apparatus  was  applied.  This  consists  of  two  long  splints ;  one, 
applied  externally  to  the  limb,  reaches  from  the  crest  of  the  ilium  to 
about  six  inches  below  the  foot ;  the  other,  applied  internally,  reaches 
from  the  perineum,  where  it  is  formed  like  the  head  of  a  crutch,  to  about 
the  same  distance.  These  two  are  connected  below  the  sole  of  the  foot 
by  a  cross-piece  through  which  they  pass,  and  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
a  wooden  screw  about  eight  inches  in  length,  to  which  the  extending  loop 
is  attached,  and  by  which  the  extension  is  effected.  The  counter-exten- 
sion is  made  by  a  quilted  band  buckled  around  the  pelvis  and  receiving 
the  head  of  the  outer  splint.  This  band  is  then  maintained  in  its  place 
by  two  straps,  which  pass  from  behind  on  each  side  across  the  tuberosi- 
ties of  the  ischium  and  the  perineum,  to  be  attached  in  front,  so  that 
the  force  of  the  counter-extension  is  actually  applied  at  these  points. 
Immediately  upon  the  application  of  this  apparatus,   the   patient   pro- 
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fessed  himself  completely  relieved  from  the  unpleasant  spasms  in  the 
limb ;  as  is  generally  the  case  in  fracture  of  the  thigh,  as  the  muscles, 
by  the  coaptation  of  the  parts,  are  freed  from  the  irritation  of  the 
sharp  fragments.  This  apparatus  was  continued  for  sixteen  days,  being 
renewed  once  within  that  time  ;  at  the  end  of  this  period  no  union  was  dis- 
covered, and  the  limb,  when  the  extension  was  relaxed,  contracted  one  inch. 
The  immovable  apparatus,  composed  of  bandages  saturated  with  dextrine, 
was  then  applied.  Dextrine  is  a  preparation  not  made  in  this  country,  but 
used  extensively  in  France,  in  the  arts,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  many 
articles  of  consumption,  as  a  substitute  for  gum  arable,  being  considera- 
bly cheaper.  It  possesses  the  stiffening  powers  of  starch,  but  has  the  ad- 
vantages of  not  chipping  off  in  flakes  when  dry,  thus  leaving  the  band- 
age flexible.  This,  however,  is  but  a  slight  objection  to  the  starch,  which 
may  be  employed  with  equal  advantage.  When  used,  the  dextrine  should 
be  dissolved  in  water,  making  the  solution  rather  thicker  than  molasses. 
The  manner  of  applying  it  for  a  fracture  of  the  thigh  is  as  follows.  A 
common  roller,  without  the  dextrine,  is  applied  from  the  toes  to  the  groin, 
and  finished  by  passing  two  or  three  times  around  the  pelvis.  Three  paste- 
board splints  soaked  in  the  solution  of  dextrine  are  then  to  be  applied  to 
the  fracture.  Another  bandage,  which  has  been  soaked  in  the  dextrine 
before  it  was  rolled,  is  then  applied  over  this,  an  assistant  applying  the 
dextrine  as  fast  as  it  is  unrolled  by  means  of  a  common  paint  brush. 
The  bandage  being  thus  thoroughly  saturated,  will  harden  in  the  next 
twenty-four  hours  to  about  the  rigidity  of  pasteboard. 

By  this  treatment  our  patient  has  been  able  to  move  about  the  room 
upon  crutches,  thus  obtaining  an  immense  relief,  in  comparison  with  a 
maintenance  of  the  supine  position  for  forty,  fifty  or  sixty  days.  The 
bandage  was  removed  to-day,  and  consolidation  of  the  fracture  had  taken 
place,  five  weeks  and  three  days  after  the  accident — a  very  short  space 
of  time,  considering  the  age  and  feebleness  of  the  subject.  The  bandage 
was  re-applied,  as  the  bone  has  not  yet  acquired  sufficient  firmness  to  be 
trusted  to  itself. 

The  next  case  is  a  man,  39  years  of  age,  who  four  days  since,  in  pass- 
ing behind  a  horse  at  the  water  trough,  was  kicked  upon  the  right  leg. 
He  fell  immediately,  and  was  brought  to  the  Hospital.  On  examination 
there  was  found  a  contused  wound  about  two  inches  in  length  over  the 
spine  of  the  tibia,  about  one  inch  below  the  protuberance  for  the  attach- 
ment of  the  ligament  of  the  patella.  The  finger  was  introduced  and  de- 
tected a  comminution  of  the  bone  into  several  pieces  ;  the  tibia  was 
broken  into  three  main  pieces  ;  two  fractures  extended  from  the  wound, 
one  upward  and  outward,  reaching  almost  to  the  joint,  and  the  other 
downward  and  outward  from  the  wound,  and  that  part  of  the  bone  which 
had  received  the  immediate  shock  was  shivered  into  several  smaller  pieces. 
The  fibula  was  also  broken.  Both  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibial  arteries 
were  uninjured,  ai\d  there  was  no  great  laceration  of  the  muscles.  The 
leg  was  one  inch  shorter  than  the  other.  The  patient  is  described  by  his 
friends  as  of  very  Intemperate  habits,  but  his  appearance  is  not  indica- 
tive of  such  indulgence,  being  that  of  a  healthy  man.  The  accident 
happened  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  patient  was  not  much  prostrated.     A 
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few  small,  loose  pieces  were  removed,  and  the  limb  was  placed  upon  a 
pillow,  and  kept  moist  with  compresses  dipped  in  cold  water — decision  as 
to  the  ulterior  course  to  be  jiursued  being  postponed  till  the  next  morning. 
When  seen  the  next  morning,  he  had  passed  a  comfortable  night,  and  no 
notable  tumefaction  had  taken  place  in  the  limb.  It  had  now  becon)e  ne- 
cessary to  decide  what  course  was  to  be  pursued.  The  bone  was  com- 
minuted as  we  have  described  above,  there  being  six  or  seven,  more  or 
less,  fragments  entirely  detached,  and  adhering  only  by  periosteum.  The 
alternative  lay  between  immediate  amputation  and  an  attempt  to  save  the 
limb.  If  the  former  be  chosen,  it  will  be  necessary,  from  the  vicinity  of 
the  fracture  to  the  knee-joint,  to  practise  it  above  this  articulation — a  con- 
sideration of  some  weight  in  the  case,  since,  especially  to  a  person  in  his 
situation  in  life,  a  stump  formed  from  the  leg  would  be  much  more  useful 
than  one  merely  from  the  thigii,  as  regards  the  fitting  of  a  wooden  leg  of 
any  kind.  The  loss  of  the  leg  merely  can  be,  comparatively  speaking, 
easily  supplied  by  a  common  wooden  stump  attached  to  the  knee  ;  but 
after  an  amputation  of  the  thigh,  the  limb  has  of  course  lost  the  use  of  all 
the  extensors  and  flexors  of  the  leg,  and  its  motions  must  be  effected  by 
the  muscles  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hip-joint — a  circumstance  which  not 
only  rendei-s  locomotion  infinitely  more  difficult,  but  requires  a  more  costly 
apparatus  to  remedy  the  loss.  On  the  other  hand,  if  an  attempt  be  made 
to  save  the  limb,  the  consequences  will  be  a  prolongation  of  the  treat- 
ment, perhaps  a  year,  and  even  then  perhaps  an  infirm  limb  from  the 
existence  of  fistulre  maintained  by  carious  bone,  or  from  an  unsolidified 
callus,  or  the  patient  may  sink  under  the  profuse  suppuration  and  slough- 
ing of  the  parts.  If  the  limb,  however,  be  saved,  it  will  probably  pos- 
sess sufficient  power  to  be  at  least  equivalent  to  an  artificial  one  attached 
to  the  thigh  ;  and  if  a  fatal  result  be  at  any  time  threatened,  amputation 
may  then  be  performed.  With  these  views,  it  was  decided  to  attempt  to 
save  the  limb.  To  put  the  parts  then  in  a  situation  to  take  on  the  repa- 
rative process  to  the  best  advantage,  it  of  course  was  necessary  to  remove 
the  comminuted  splinters.  The  wound  was  therefore  enlarged  upward 
and  downward  to  about  four  inches,  and  four  pieces,  from  three  to  four 
inches  long  by  one  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch  wide,  removed  by 
carefully  dividing  the  periosteum  by  which  they  were  attached  ;  these 
comprehended  the  whole  thickness  of  the  solid  table  of  the  bone,  with 
some  of  the  cancellated  structure  attached,  forming  that  part  of  the  tibia 
which  is  immediately  under  the  integuments  uncovered  by  muscles.  In 
addition,  several  smaller  splinters  were  removed. 

To  give  a  proper  support  to  the  limb,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  it 
continually  under  inspection,  the  following  measures  were  adopted.  One 
of  the  cradles,  such  as  are  used  in  the  Hospital  to  prevent  the  contact 
of  the  bed-clothes  with  any  diseased  limb,  was  inverted,  and  furnished  with 
cross-pieces  to  maintain  it  firmly  in  this  situation  ;  the  sides  were  also  cut 
shorter  to  be  more  convenient.  In  this  the  limb  was  laid  in  a  straight 
position  upon  the  back,  and  supported  upon  a  thickly-folded  sheet,  con- 
taining between  its  folds  a  piece  of  India-rubber  cloth  ;  no  splints  were 
applied.  The  wound  in  this  position  was  uppermost ;  a  narrow  strip  of 
cotton  was  therefore  laid  in  the  wound  and  across  the  leg,  to  pump  out 
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the  serosity  of  the  effused  blood  ;  the  wound  was  covered  with  scraped 
lint  to  exclude  the  air,  and  the  whole  leg  directed  constantly  to  be  kept 
cool  by  a  thickly  folded  towel  dipped  in  cold  water.  In  addition,  irriga- 
tion of  the  limb  by  means  of  a  siphon  was  directed  to  be  employed,  and 
continued  as  long  as  agreeable,  and  to  be  renewed  at  intervals.  It  is  now 
the  seventli  day  since  the  accident.  The  constitutional  symptoms  have 
not  been  severe  ;  the  pulse  have  been  84  pretty  constantly  ;  the  tongue 
tolerably  moist.  There  has  existed,  however,  within  the  last  four  days, 
considerable  redness  of  the  limb,  with  an  oedematous,  tense,  boggy  feeling 
of  the  cellular  membrane,  particularly  on  the  outside  about  on  a  level  with 
the  wound,  attended  with  phlyctenae  about  the  foot.  The  wound  itself 
has  been  offensive,  with  a  sanious  discharge.  Yesterday  six  punctures 
with  a  lancet  were  made  into  the  external  part  of  the  limb,  in  the  situa- 
tion described  above,  which  were  followed  by  a  considerable  flow  of 
blood,  with  a  slight  quantity  of  sanious  pus.  To-day  he  expressed  himself 
as  having  been  considerably  relieved  by  the  punctures,  but  the  part  still 
being  tense  and  red,  an  incision  about  four  inches  in  length  was  made 
through  the  skin  with  a  bistoury  ;  this  was  followed  by  considerable  bleed- 
ing, and  some  slight  purulent  discharge.  This  incision  was  made  with  a 
view  of  arresting  the  sloughing  of  the  cellular  membrane,  by  relieving  it 
of  the  cutaneous  constriction.  The  chloride  of  soda,  as  a  disinfecting 
agent,  is  applied  to  the  wound  in  powder  and  solution,  and  he  takes  tr. 
cinchonse  §  ss.  every  two  hours,  with  animal  food  once  a  day  ;  cider  and 
wine  were  offered  him,  but  he  declines  them.  A  spirituous  application 
was  ordered  to  the  limb  to-day.  The  result  is  as  yet  doubtful,  he  being 
at  present  attacked  by  a  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  which  it  is  of  course 
exceedingly  important  to  arrest  if  possible. 
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TREATISE   ON  STRABISMUS. 

The  pressure  of  other  matter  has  prevented  our  giving  to  the  work  on 
this  subject  recently  published  here  by  Dr.  Dix,  the  extended  notice  we 
had  designed.  It  contains  so  much  practical  information  concisely  ex- 
pressed, and  is  written  with  so  much  candor  and  freedom  from  exaggera- 
tion, that  we  feel  justified  in  recommending  it  strongly  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession.  The  different  modes  of  performing  the  operation 
are  clearly  described,  and  its  results  stated  with  a  frankness  which  does 
not  always  characterize  works  in  medicine  and  surgery.  The  following 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  selection  of  cases,  it  may  be  well  for  all  who 
propose  operating  to  bear  in  mind. 

"  Although  this  operation  is  one  of  very  general  applicability,  an  indis- 
criminate performance  of  it  is  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  it  may  not  be 
useless  to  mention  here  certain  cases  in  which  it  is  inexpedient,  because 
the  fewer  their  number,  the  more  likely  they  are  not  to  be  appreciated  by  a 
zealous  operator. 
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"  All  cases  should  be  excepted  in  which  the  remote  or  first  cause  of  the 
strabismus  is  still,  or  has  recently  been,  in  action — as,  for  example,  where 
one  side  of  the  globe  is  projected  by  a  tumor  within  the  socket,  or  the  pa- 
tient is  subject  to  chorea,  epilepsy,  or  other  nervous  afTections. 

"  When  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  complete  paralysis  of  some  or  all 
of  the  recti  muscles,  as  may  be  indicated  by  distortion  of  other  features 
of  the  face,  or  immobility  of  the  eye  at  the  same  time  that  the  strabismus 
is  not  extreme,  division  of  the  muscles  would  be  inexpedient. 

"  If  the  squint  seldom  occurs,  and  is  seen  only  during  bodily  or  mental 
excitement  or  fatigue,  the  position  of  the  eye  being  in  the  intervals  normal, 
a  division  of  the  muscle  would  not  be  proper. 

"  When,  instead  of  a  want  of  correspondence  in  the  axes  of  the  twO' 
eyes,  there  is  a  disposition  in  both  to  look  far  to  the  right  or  left,  it  will 
probably  be  found  that  the  trouble  is  referable  to  another  cause  than  a 
want  of  balance  in  the  muscular  apparatus. 

"  Strabismus  is  sometimes  complicated  with  nystagmus  bulbi  ;  and  if 
the  squint  is  extreme  and  the  tremulous  motion  of  the  globe  chiefly  ob- 
servable when  an  effort  is  made  to  evert  the  eye  in  opposition  to  the  pow- 
erful contraction  of  the  adductor,  it  should  be  divided.  If  the  nystagmush 
is  the  predominating  symptom,  the  obliquity  being  slight,  the  operation  is 
inexpedient;  though  if  the  squint  is  considerable  it  maybe  done,  with 
the  understanding,  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  that  though  the  obliquity 
should  be  removed,  the  vibratory  motion  may  still  remain. 

"  A  perfectly  sound  eye  may  be  suspected  of  a  squint,  as  is  the  case 
with  Mr.  H ,  who  has  no  power  of  turning  the  left  eye  outward,  al- 
though it  is  in  the  centre  of  the  orbit  when  the  eyes  are  at  rest  or  looking 
forward,  and  is  turned  inward  only  in  correspondence  with  the  outward 
movement  of  the  right.  Consequently,  in  looking  at  an  object  on  the  left, 
the  left  eye  is  in  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  while  the  right  is  turned  toward 
the  inner  canthus  and  apparently  squints." 


Animal  Magnetism. — Since  the  farcical  exhibitions  of  Mens.  Poyer> 
with  a  young  simpleton  from  Rhode  Island,  Boston  has  been  under  no 
Mesmeric  excitement  till  about  the  middle  of  last  week,  when  reiurnino- 
symptoms  of  the  old  paroxysms  began  to  appear. — It  may  be  gratifying  to 
those  who  so  deeply  sympathized  with  the  extreme  susceptibility  and  deli- 
cacy of  the  subject  of  Dr.  Poyen's  manipulations,  to  know  that  she  has 
remained  quite  comfortable  since  her  confinement.  In  the  mean  time  the 
great  foreign  reviver  of  a  neglected  and  much  abused  science,  who  only 
desired  "  to  do  very  mush  good  to  de  Americans"  has  travelled  out  of  all 
hearing.  Should  he  by-and-by  awake  from  a  Rip- Van-Winkle  slumber,  ta 
renew  his  philanthropic  labors,  this  is  the  place  of  all  others  to  learn  the 
progress  of  animal  magnetism  during  his  residence  in  the  metropolis  of 
the  North. 

A  person  cognominated  Dr.  Collyer,  from  New  York,  commenced  busi- 
ness in  the  character  of  a  showman,  the  other  day,  at  Harrington's  Mu- 
seum, in  this  city.  The  immediate  object  of  attraction  was  a  boy,  brought 
on  by  the  operator.  An  invitation  having  been  politely  extended  to  the 
profession  of  the  city  to  view  the  wonder,  quite  a  number  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity,  and  they  are  now  pretty  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  whole  exhibition,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  a  low  scheme  for  pro- 
fiting by  the  credulity  of  the  multitude.     A  stranger  who  gazes  on  the 
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scene  with  his  organs  of  marvellousness  highly  excited,  is  struck  with 
what  is  at  first  conceived  to  be  an  extraordinary  departure  from  the  com- 
mon laws  of  nature  ;  and  having  neither  leisure  nor  patience  for  examin- 
ing into  the  character  of  so  great  a  mystery,  walks  away  in  a  delirium  of 
astonishment.  It  is  indeed  strange,  that  in  a  place  proverbial  for  the  in- 
telligence of  its  inhabitants,  there  can  be  found  individuals  who  willingly 
contribute  to  the  support  of  such  a  gross  and  really  miserably-devised 
spectacle.  Dr.  Collyer,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  may  be  per- 
fectly sincere  in  believing  what  others,  equally  learned  in  science,  do  not. 
He  must  feel,  however,  in  reflecting  by  himself  upon  the  business  in 
which  he  is  engaged — especially  if  educated  with  the  advantages  of  the 
present  enlightened  age,  and  being  a  physician,  too — that  he  is  identified 
with  a  bad  cause,  the  taint  of  which  cannot  be  easily  effaced  in  after  life. 
If  necessity  obliged  him  to  get  bread  in  this  way,  asking  charity  would 
be  far  more  reputable,  and  leave  a  much  less  offensive  odor  on  his  profes- 
sional reputation. 

The  boy  is  not  well  trained,  though  quite  familiar  with  the  expectations 
of  the  audience — falling  into  a  profound  sleep  at  the  exact  moment  to  ac- 
commodate the  spectators.  He  is  no  Yankee,  it  is  very  certain,  from  the 
fact  that  his  guessing  is  horribly  bad  ;  yet  after  all,  when  he  has  had  more 
practice,  no  doubt  he  will  succeed  far  better.  That  the  little  fellow  toils 
at  a  prodigious  disadvantage,  must  be  acknowledged,  since  the  magnetiser 
requires  him  to  view  the  world  through  the  occipital  bone,  a  pretty  thick 
one,  too,  with  both  eyes  closed.  It  makes  but  little  difference  what  article 
is  subjected  to  Mac's  clairvoyance,  since  it  is  generally  "  round,  long, 
white,  black,  or  some  other  color."  All  this,  by  the  way,  is  immaterial  to 
the  fact  of  being  absolutely  and  positively  magnetised  by  the  concentrated 
mental  power  of  Dr.  Collyer.  It  is  neither  right  nor  honorable  to  ask  a 
poor  ignorant  Irish  boy,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write — a  perfect 
stranger  in  Boston — a  thousand  silly  questions,  which  answer  no  other 
purpose  than  to  raise  doubts  in  the  minds  of  those  respectable  people  who 
have  paid  twenty-five  cents  for  seeing  a  great  sight. 

Query. — Is  Dr.  Collyer  the  man  who  gave  lectures  on  phrenology  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  ?  On  the  decision  of  this  question  depends  the  nature  of 
another  page  of  remarks  on  the  moral  tendency  of  this  occult  art. 


The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — From  the  anonymous  promptings  of 
some  dissatisfied  and  perhaps  disappointed  member,  it  is  evident  that  an  old 
grudge  is  rankling  in  the  breast  of  some  one,  who  has  not  the  independence 
to  announce  himself  like  a  man,  but  fain  would  make  us  the  cat's  paw  of 
his  malice.  It  is  evident  that  there  is  bad  seed  germinating,  which  only 
requires  time  for  embarrassing  the  steady  pursuits  of  the  venerable  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Massachusetts  with  thorns  and  brambles.  A  spirit  of  dis- 
sention  has  been  manifested  from  year  to  year,  which  is  becoming  bolder, 
and  the  country  gentlemen  not  unfrcquenlly  speak  out  with  a  decided  voice 
of  distrust  against  their  metropolitan  brethren,  whom  they  very  erroneously 
suppose  have  no  higher  motive  for  maintaining  the  present  system  of  or- 
ganization than  to  make  the  rank  and  file  subservient  to  their  personal 
professional  consequence,  and  eat  heartily  once  in  twelve  months  in  the 
Cradle  of  Liberty,  while  their  distant  picket  guards  pay  the  bill.  Those 
who  have  examined  into  the  claims  of  the  institution  upon  all  educated 
physicians  in  the  Commonwealth,  know  very  well  that  the  medical  charac- 
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ter  of  Massachusetts  is  precisely  what  it  is — in  the  fullest  enjoyment  of 
public  confidence — wholly  through  the  generous,  protective  influence  of 
the  Society. 

We  had  indulged  the  hope  that  no  future  causes  of  dissatisfaction  would 
be  developed.  Let  those  who  want  offices  have  them,  if  they  are  able  and 
willing  to  do  the  duties.  The  honor  is  a  very  poor  compensation  for  ser- 
vices they  are  obliged  to  render. 


Practical  Treatise  on  the  Human  Teeth. — From  Mr.  Ticknor  we  have 
received  a  neatly-printed  volume  on  the  teeth,  by  William  Robertson,  this 
being  the  first  American  from  the  second  London  edition,  with  plates.  It 
comes  from  the  prolific  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia. 
At  the  present  rate  of  multiplication,  the  dentists  will  rival  the  surgeons 
in  the  number  of  their  practical  works.  Only  last  week  we  gave  an  ex- 
tended notice  of  Dr.  Harris's  excellent  book.  Not  being  at  leisure  suffi- 
ciently to  examine  Mr.  Robertson's  publication,  Dr.  Flagg  has  kindly 
offered  to  do  it  for  us,  and  whatever  he  says  will  be  believed  in  this  part 
of  the  country. 

New  York  College  of  PhTjsicians  and  Surgeons. — C.  R.  Oilman,  M.D.  has 
been  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children 
in  this  Institution.  He  gave  the  course  of  lectures  in  that  department  the 
first  winter,  and  having  succeeded  admirablv,  he  was  raised  to  the  chair. 
Dr.  Oilman  is  a  man  of  admirable  tact  and  scientific  acquirements,  of  mid- 
dle age,  with  all  the  energy  of  character  that  characterizes  so  many  of  the 
natives  of  the  granite  rocks  of  New  Hampshire. 


Exchange  Journals. — Dr.  Dunglison's  15th  of  Feb.  No.  came  on  in  the 
latter  part  of  March,  since  which  no  other  has  been  heard  of  at  this  office. 
Either  the  bundles  have  been  lost,  or  some  one  having  them  in  charge  has 
shamefully  neglected  the  duty  assigned  him.  Imperfect  files,  particularly 
of  favorite  periodicals,  like  broken  leeth  in  a  saw,  greatly  impair  the  value 
of  those  that  happen  to  be  together. — No.  2  of  Dr.  Bell's  Select  Library 
comprises  JEtiology  and  Semeiology,  by  Aretasus  and  Schiller. 

To  CoRRESPO\DEiNTs. — Dr.  Flint's  Cases  of  Typhus  fever,  Dr.  Kelly's  Case 
of  Diseased  Liver,  Dr.  North's  Letter  from  Saratoga,  and  other  papers  before  ac- 
knowledged, will  be  inserted  as  soon  as  our  limits  will  permit. 

Married, — In  Baltimore,  J.  G.  Sanborn,  M.D.,  of  Carlyle,  III.,  to  Miss  Maria 
Dorson,  of  that  city. — On  the  14th  ult.,  at  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  William  C.  Law- 
rence, M.D.,  of  Cincinnati,  to  Mrs.  C.  A.  Fertig,of  Vicksburg.  Miss.— C.  M.Weld, 
M.D.,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  to  Miss  M.  A.  P.  Jarvis.— At  Chatham,  Conn.,  Dr.  E. 
Burr,  of  Middletown,  to  Miss  M.  T.  Hailing. 

Dfed, — At  Philadelphia,  William  P.  Dewees,  M.D.,  aged  75,  a  celebrated 
medical  author,  and  formerly  a  professor  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. — At 
New  York,  David  Rodgers,  M.D.  68.— At  Hartford,  Conn.,  Dr.  Barwick  Bruce, 
87.— At  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Gaius  Allen,  M.D.,  formerly  of  East  Wind- 
sor, Conn. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  weekending  May  22,  40.— Males,  21  ;  Females,  19.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  4 — typhous  fever,  1 — fits,  3 — tumor  on  the  brain,  1 — measles,  8 — quinsy,  2— small- 
pox, 2 — suicide,  1 — sudden,  2— debility,  2 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — bronchitis,  1— lung  fever,  3— scald,  1 — 
croup,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— scarlet  fever,  2— unknown,  2. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  holden  at  the  Temple,  Tremont 
street,  on  Wednesday,  26th  inst.,  at  lu  o'clocl<,  A.  M.  The  annual  discourse  will  be  delivered  at  1 
o'clock,  by  Edward  Reynolds,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  Boston.  Literary  gentlemen,  interested  in  medical  science, 
and  students  of  medicine,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend.     Dinner  at  half  past  2,  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

A  stated  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  will  be  held  on  the  dav  following,  at  the  Society's  Room  iu  the 
Temple,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  "  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jr. 

My  19 — tni  Recording  Secretary. 

HOMCEOPATHIC   BOOKS   AND    MEDICINE   CHESTS. 

Otis  Clapp,  No.  10  School  street,  Boston,  has  for  sale,  Currie's  Practice  of  Homccopathy ;  Everest 
on  do.  ;  Broacke  on  do.;  Duusford's  Practical  Advantages  of  do ;  Dunsford's  do.  Remedies  ;  (iuin'9 
PharmacopiBia ;  Simpson's  do. ;  Hahnemann's  Organon  ;  Jeane's  do.  I'ractice  ;  Jahr's  Manual ;  Her- 
rings's  do.,  or  Domestic  Physician  ,■  Rouff 's  Repertory  ;  Currie's  Domestic  do. ;  Broacke's  Diseases  of 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  Constipation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Humphrey.  Also  small  works  for  popular 
use  by  Croserio,  Eustaphieve,  Everest,  Green,  Herring,  Des  Guidi,  <S:c.  Medicine  Chests  for  sale  as 
above.  O.  C.  is  agent  for  the  Homueopathic  Examiner,  by  A.  Gerard  Hall,  published  monthly  in 
New  York.  My  12— 

A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

And  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment — Illustrated  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Just  published,  and  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
of  William  Crosby  <fc  Co.,  118  Washington  street.  Price  50  cts.  A  few  copies  have  been  done  up 
lu  paper  covers,  so  as  to  be  sent  by  mail.  Ap.  14 

THEODORE*  METCALF,  APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  lo  be  foimd  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  flies,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

XTAny  instrument  not  iu  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 

DR.   J.   J.   MOORMAN, 

RESIf)EST    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 
M\v  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  i)ropriety   of  using  the  lyiiite  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  jcc.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paiii,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  23d,  1840.  O.  28— lamlMcheoplO 

ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR   THE    TREATME!<T    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 
At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.     Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Afftcdous,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 
John  C.  Warren,  George  Hayward,  Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeflfries, 
John  Homans,  M.  S.   Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkraan,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 
Lane  ''Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  Johu  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 
Boston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 


VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  bv  return  liiail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 


SITUATION   FOR   A   PHYSICIAN. 

A  SITUATION  for  a  physician  in  Canton  Centre,  Mass.,  which  has  been  occupied  by  one  for  30  years, 
has  just  been  vacated,  and  is  offered  lor  sale  cheap.  Apply,  if  by  letter,  post  paid,  to  E.  Crane,  Can- 
ton Centre,  Mass.,  who  will  give  the  particulars.  My  12— 3t* 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr  IIwnes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Mii^lical  Journal  office.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4— without,  .$3,00.  By  addressing  the 
publisher    No.  181  Washington  sircet,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents:— In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana  N  Hampton;  .\.  Harris,  Cidebrook  ;  M.Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith;  D.  Oosby, 
Hanover-  1,.  S.  Bartlelt,  Kingston  ;  L.  Bartlett,  Haverhill  ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Keiidall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     Iu  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewelt,  St.  Johiisbury. 
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CASE    OF   THE    LATE   WILLIAM    H.   HARRISON,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

UNITED   STATES. 

BY   THOMAS    MILLER,    M.D.,    ETC.,    WASHINGTON    CITY. 

On  the  26ih  of  March,  1841,  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  summoned  to 
visit  President  Harrison.  I  found  him  sliglitly  ailing,  aUliougti  not  con- 
fined to  liis  room.  -  He  complained  of  having  been  somewhat  indisposed 
for  several  days,  which  he  attributed  to  the  great  fatigue  and  mental 
anxiety  he  had  undergone ;  stated  that  he  had  taken  medicine,  had  been 
dieting  himself,  and  believed  he  would  soon  be  well  again  ;  that  he  had 
sent  for  me,  not  to  prescribe,  being  always  his  own  physician  in  slight  at- 
tacks, but  to  confer  with  me  respecting  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  his 
constitution,  which  he  thought  it  important  that  his  physician  should  be 
aware  of.  He  mentioned  his  liability  to  neuralgia,  affecting  his  head, 
stomach,  and  often  his  extremities  ;  that  he  had  been,  early  in  life,  a 
martyr  to  dyspepsia ;  that  for  the  last  few  years  he  had  avoided  these 
dyspeptic  attacks  by  a  system  of  diet,  confining  himself  principally  to 
animal  food  ;  he  had  been  starving  himself  for  a  few  days  past,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  return  of  his  old  dyspepsia  ;  that  when  sick,  he  always 
required  a  very  stimulating  practice;  that  he  slept  but  little,  going  to  bed 
early,  and  rising  very  early  ;  that  he  attributed  his  good  health  during  the 
last  few  years  to  that  circumstance.  I  advised  that  he  should  avoid  all 
excitement,  that  he  should  remain  quiet  the  next  morning  in  bed,  and  in- 
termit his  official  business,  which  he  promised  to  do.  At  his  request,  I 
called  in  the  evening  at  8  o'clock,  found  him  in  his  parlor,  with  several 
of  his  old  military  friends  ;  he  informed  me  that  he  felt  much  better  than 
he  had  done  for  some  days  ;  that  he  thought  he  would  have  a  good  night, 
and  be  well  by  the  morning :  he  was  cheerful,  and  joined  in  the  con- 
versation. 

Saturday,  March  21th. — At  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  suddenly  sum- 
moned to  visit  the  President ;  found  him  in  bed  ;  told  me  that  he  had 
been  attacked  about  an  hour  and  a  half  previously  with  a  severe  chill ; 
that  as  usual  in  the  morning  he  had  risen  at  about  4  o'clock,  taken  a  walk 
around  his  grounds,  and  then  to  the  market-house,  and  returned  to  break- 
fast at  half  past  7  o'clock ;  that  he  had  been  much  occu|)ied  all  the  morn- 
ing with  business,  and  that  the  chill  had  attacked  him  while  engaged  with 
his  cabinet.  I  prescribed  the  ordinary  remedies,  such  as  mustard  to  the 
stomach,  heat  to  the  extremities,  additional  bed  clothing,  and  warm  drinks. 
The  reaction  was  slight,  and  perspiration  readily  induced  by  a  gentle  dia- 
phoretic draught,  tartar  emetic,  with  the  spiritus  Mindereri,  and  diluents. 
17 
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I  visited  him  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  his  condition  was  much  improved  ; 
his  skin  warm  and  moist ;  his  thirst  allayed  ;  he  was  cheerful,  and  said  he 
was  satisfied  he  should  have  a  good  night,  and  he  well  in  the  morning ; 
his  pulse  was  soft,  about  75 ;  complained  only  of  a  slight  pain  over  the 
right  eye,  which  he  considered  neuralgic  ;  and  which  he  thought  from  his 
own  experience  would  subside  in  a  few  hours,  and  therefore  declined 
using  any  remedy  for  it.  His  tongue  being  slightly  furred,  and  his  bowels 
not  having  been  moved  for  two  days,  1  ordered  to  be  taken,  at  bed-lime, 
the  following:  R.  Mass  hydrarg.,  gr.  x. ;  ex.  colocynth,  comp,  gr.  iij. 
M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  iij. — this  being  a  medicine  which  he  slated  always  act- 
ed kindly.     I  left  him  about  half  past  6,  even  more  comfortable  than  at  5. 

Sunday,  March  '28th. — At  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  summoned  to  visit 
the  President;  found  that  about  12  o'clock  at  night  he  had  been  seized 
with  a  violent  pain  over  the  right  brow,  and  in  his  right  side,  from  which 
he  still  continued  to  suffer ;  the  pains  were  intermittent,  equally  increased 
by  deep  inspiration  and  motion,  but  not  by  pressure  ;  contrary  to  his  ex- 
pectation he  had  slept  but  little  during  the  night — none,  since  the  onset 
of  the  pain  ;  he  complained  of  thirst ;  his  tongue  was  dry  ;  his  mouth 
clammy ;  his  skin  warm  and  moist ;  pulse  80,  and  soft ;  occasionally 
great  nausea.  He  attributed  his  pain  to  the  want  of  an  operation  from 
his  bowels,  which  were  uneasy.  I  ordered  enemata,  sinapisms,  with 
warmth  to  the  part  affected,  and  gave  him  a  Seidlitz  powder.  Half  past 
8. — More  easy,  and  disposed  to  sleep  ;  bowels  had  been  gently  opened 
by  the  enemata.  Ten  o'clock — Has  had  several  light  naps ;  expressed 
himself  much  relieved  from  the  pain  in  his  side  and  head ;  in  other  re- 
spects much  the  same  as  when  I  left  him  at  half  past  8.  Finding  the 
bowels  had  not  been  sufficiently  moved  by  the  injection,  which  was  re- 
peated once  or  twice,  and  caused  small,  dark,  offensive,  fluid  evacuations, 
with  a  few  lumps  of  indurated  faeces,  ordered  one  of  the  following  pills  to 
be  given  every  two  hours :  R.  Hydrarg.  chlorid.  mit.,  gr.  xij. ;  pulv. 
rhei,  gr.  xv. ;  camphora?,  gr.  vi.  M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  vi. ;  and  left  directions 
that  in  my  absence  should  the  pain  return,  cups  should  be  freely  applied 
to  the  side.  Upon  visiting  the  President,  I  received  the  following  report. 
— At  half  past  11  he  was  very  restless ;  objected  to  all  local  applications 
to  his  side;  applied  laudanum  to  the  rectum  to  remove  the  unpleasant 
effects  produced  by  the  injection  ;  gave  a  pill  at  12  ;  pain  being  increased, 
at  his  request  applied  laudanum  to  the  part ;  slight  chilliness  about  half 
past  12,  requiring  warm  applications  to  his  extremities;  at  1  o'clock,  in- 
clined to  perspiration  ;  at  2  gave  the  second  pill,  soon  after  which  he  had 
a  small  discharge  of  black,  foetid  water,  similar  to  those  produced  by  the 
injection  early  in  the  morning.  At  half  past  2  I  again  saw  him  ;  his  skin 
was  warmer  and  drier  than  it  had  been  ;  pulse  somewhat  accelerated  ;  his 
breathing  more  hurried ;  tongue  and  fauces  dry ;  thirst  intense ;  face  a 
little  flushed.  Upon  examination  was  satisfied  that  the  lower  lobe  of  the 
right  lung  was  the  seat  of  pneumonia,  complicated  with  congestion  of  the 
liver;  but  that  the  acute  pain  was  neuralgic.  Continued  pills  ;  had  cups 
applied  over  the  side  affected  ;  Granville's  lotion  to  the  spine,  and  over 
the  brow.  He  was  relieved  very  much  ;  although  the  quantity  of  blood 
taken  by  the  cups  was   very  smaJl,  he  felt  the  effect  of  its  loss,  breaking 
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out  into  a  free  perspiration,  complaining  of  nausea,  and  a  sense  of  faint- 
ness.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  my  intention  after  the  examination  was  to 
bleed  from  the  arm  ;  but  upon  witnessing  the  effect  that  position  had  on 
bis  pulse,  &ic.,  I  preferred  the  cups. 

3  o'clock. — Applied  a  blister  over  the  side,  and  gave  20  drops  of  lau- 
danum, with  one  of  the  ])ills.  At  4,  finding  him  much  relieved  by  the 
laudanum,  and  not  having  yet  procured  a  free  evacuation  from  the 
bowels,  gave  him  five  grains  more  of  calomel,  with  ten  drops  of  lauda- 
num ;  this  in  a  few  minutes  quieted  his  stomach,  relieved  his  pain,  and 
he  fell  into  a  sweet  and  calm  sleep.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  I  felt 
uneasy  respecting  the  result,  and  asked  for  a  consultation.  At  the  request 
of  the  President  and  his  family,  I  met  Dr.  F.  May  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 
We  agreed  entirely  as  to  the  character  of  his  disease,  and  that  the  present 
treatment  be  continued. 

29th.  7  o'clock,  A.  M. — Met  Dr.  May.  The  President  had  an  un- 
comfortable night,  being  somewhat  disturbed  in  his  breathing  with  a  slight 
dry  cough  ;  urinated  freely,  and  passed  several  small,  black  and  foetid 
stools ;  had  taken  two  of  the  pills,  with  the  addition  of  three  grains  of 
calomel,  and  on  account  of  his  restlessness,  three  grains  of  Dover's  powder. 
At  this  time  his  pulse  was  80,  and  soft  ;  skin  warm  and  moist ;  slight 
dull  pain  in  his  side  more  permanent ;  the  bowels  not  having  been  freely 
opened,  I  ordered  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil,  with  demulcent  drinks. 

2  o'clock. — Met  Dr.  May.  The  President  had  failed  to  take  the  oil  ; 
had  taken  small  quantities  of  the  demulcents,  with  mutton  broth  ;  had 
slept  quietly  occasionally  through  the  day ;  breathes  heavily  when  lying 
on  his  back ;  has  had  but  little  cough;  no  expectoration;  has  had  one 
dark  fluid  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  and  passed  his  water  several  times, 
small  in  quantity,  and  high  colored  ;  says  he  is  not  refreshed  by  his  sleep; 
has  had  a  general  warm  perspiration  ;  some  exacerbation  of  fever  ;  pulse 
90,  and  fuller  ;  tongue  dry,  brown,  and  pointed  ;  thirst  great.  Ordered 
one  of  the  following  pills  every  two  hours,  with  some  drink  and  nourish- 
ment :  R.  Hydrarg.  chlorid.  niit.,  gr.  vj. ;  pulv.  antiraonialis,  pulv. 
ipecac,  comp.,  aa  gr.  xij.     M.     Ft.  pil.  No.  vj, 

8  P.  M. — Met  Dr.  5lay.  No  new  symptom  had  occurred  except  the 
expectoration  of  pinkish  mucus.  Ordered  continuance  of  pills,  &;c.,  with 
a  large  blister  over  the  right  hypochondriac,  extending  to  the  epigastric 
region. 

30th.  7  A.  M. — Has  passed  a  comfortable  night,  with  the  exception 
of  unpleasant  dreams :  seems  better ;  says  he  feels  better ;  pulse  80 ; 
tongue  more  moist ;  still  furred  ;  less  thirst ;  bowels  not  having  been 
opened  for  twelve  hours,  and  he  complaining  of  uneasiness  from  disten- 
sion, we  ordered  one  of  the  following  pills  every  three  hours  till  they 
operated:  R.  Sub.  mur.  hydrarg.,  gr.  xij. ;  pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  iij. ;  pulv. 
rhei,  gr.  xv,  M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  iv.  Continuance  of  nourishment  and 
drink. 

2  P.  M. — Had  taken  one  of  the  pills,  and  the  half  of  another ;  has 
had  no  action  on  the  bowels  ;  can  lie  on  his  back,  or  either  side,  though 
easiest  on  his  right  side ;  cough  and  expectoration  the  same  ;  some  exa- 
cerbation of  fever  ;  pulse  85  ;  tongue  dry  ;  more  thirst,  and  complains  of 
uneasiness  in  his  bowels  ;  ordered  a  continuance  of  the  medicine,  he. 
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7  P.  M. — Met  Dr.  May.  Took  no  more  of  the  pills  of  calomel  and 
rhubarb  ;  has  had  several  free  evacuations  from  his  bowels,  which,  de- 
bilitating him,  and  being  likely  to  continue,  ordered  one  of  the  following 
pills  every  two  hours  pro  re  nnta :  R.  Sub.  mur.  hydrarg.,  gr.  xij. ; 
pulv.  opii,  pulv.  ipecac,  aa  gr.  iij. ;  camphorae,  gr.  vj.  M.  Ft.  pil.  JNo. 
xij.,  with  a  little  weak  brandy-toddy,  and  nourishment;  with  hot  fomenta- 
tions to  the  abdomen. 

31s^.  7  A.  M.— Met  Dr.  May.  Has  taken  his  pills  regularly  ;  has 
had  one  or  two  small  stools,  lighter  color;  ex[)ectoration  and  other  symp- 
toms much  the  same  ;  pulse  soft,  compressible  and  intermittent,  about  80; 
ordered  continuance  of  pills  every  three  hours,  with  infusion  of  serpen- 
taria  and  seneca  ;  drink  and  nourishment,  and  a  little  wine  whey. 

2  P.  M. — Met  Dr.  May.  Has  been  in  a  fine  warm  perspiration  all 
the  morning,  dozing  a  little,  lying  on  either  side ;  cough  the  same,  with  a 
more  copious  expectoration  of  yellowish,  viscid  mucus,  tinged  with  blood  ; 
pulse  now  90,  soft  and  regular ;  tongue  the  same  ;  in  other  respects  the 
same;  discontinue  pills;  continue  the  serpentaria  and  seneca,  with  some 
drink  and  nourishment. 

7  P.  M. — Met  Dr.  May.  Has  continued  to  take  the  serpentaria  and 
seneca;  find  he  has  some  exacerbation  of  fever;  gave  one  of  the  follow- 
ing pills  every  three  hours:  R.  Sub.  mur.  hydrarg.,  pulv.  ipecac,  pulv. 
antim.,  aa  gr.  xij.  M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  vj.,  and  between  each  dose  §  ss.  of 
spirit  of  Mindererus,  with  l-12th  of  a  grain  of  tart,  antim.,  till  perspira- 
tion and  sleep  are  induced  ;  diink,  the  same. 

April  1st.  7  A.  M. — Met  Dr.  May.  The  pills  and  spiritus  Minde- 
reri  were  taken  till  they  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  he  had  a  good 
night.  At  this  hour  his  perspiration  was  too  free,  though  warm;  feels 
debilitated  by  it ;  discontinued  all  medicine  for  the  present,  and  ordered 
cordial  nourishment  and  drinks;  applied  ung.  hydrarg.  camphorat.  over 
the  whole  abdomen  and  blistered  surface. 

1^  P.M. — Complained  of  feeling  relaxed  and  uncomfortable;  took 
wine  whey,  cream,  &lc.  ;  had  a  small  dark-green  passage,  and  more 
consistent ;  some  incoherence ;  muttering  while  dozing ;  picking  at  the 
bed-clothes  ;  baring  his  breast ;  pulse  soft  and  compressible.  VVe  had 
applied  blisters  to  inside  of  the  thighs;  says  his  blister  on  the  side  feels 
pleasant ;  has  had  frequent  discharges  from  his  bowels,  with  much  dry- 
ness of  the  mouth  and  fauces  ;  tongue  dry  and  brown  ;  took  some  carra- 
geen at  2  ;  seemed  better ;  pulse  80,  soft  ;  skin  warm  ;  mouth  not  so  dry ; 
thirst  less ;  feels  blisters  ;  has  taken  serpentaria,  he.  every  three  hours. 

2i  P.  M. — At  my  request,  the  President  and  his  family  added  Dr.  N. 
W.  Worthington,  of  Georgetown,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall,  of  this  city,  to  our 
consultation  ;  these  gentlemen  met  Dr.  May  and  myself  at  this  hour.  Af- 
ter a  minute  examination  and  a  detail  oi  the  history  of  the  case,  they  per- 
fectly agree  with  us,  both  in  our  opitiion  of  the  character  of  the  case,  and 
in  tlie  propriety  of  the  treatment.  At  this  time  the  situation  of  the  Pre- 
sident was  as  above  described  ;  we  agreed  to  continue  the  serpentaria 
and  sene^ca  infusion,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  the  aromatic 
spirits  of  ammonia  to  each  dose  ;  and  at  bed-time  to  give  five  grains  of 
the  hydrargyrum  cum  creta,  with  an  anodyne,  if  necessary. 
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9  P.  M. — Has  taken  the  infusion  regularly  ;  could  be  prevailed  on  to 
take  but  one  dose  of  the  ammonia  ;  has  had  one  free  evacuation  from  his 
bowels  ;  about  8  o'clock,  was  seized  with  return  of  pain  in  the  side, 
which  was  readily  relieved  by  the  application  of  warm  poultices  over  the 
blistered  siu'face  and  Granville's  lotion  aloii"^  the  spine  ;  it  then  attacked 
him  over  the  riirJit  brow  ;  the  lotion  relieved  it  instantly,  but  it  returned 
to  the  side.  The  application  of  the  lotion  to  the  brow  and  spine  at  the 
same  time,  removed  the  pain  entirely  ;  afterwards  he  complained  of  sore- 
ness and  cramp  in  the  gastrocnemius  muscle,  which  were  removed  by 
frictions  ;  has  been  all  the  evening  in  a  fine  warm  perspiration  ;  cough, 
expectoration,  he,  much  the  same.  The  hydrargyrum  cum  creta  was 
given,  with  twenty  drops  of  laudanum. 

10  P.  M. — Became  restless;  moans  a  good  deal;  skin  moist  and 
warm  ;  pulse.  &tc.,  the  same  ;  has  taken  a  little  nourishment.  Dr.  Hall 
remains  with  me  to-night ;  we  agreed  to  give  one  of  the  following  pills 
every  two  hours  till  composed  :  R.  Hydrarg.  chlorid.  mit.,  camphorae, 
aagr.  vi. ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  iij.     RI.     Ft.  pil.  No.  vj. 

2(1.  10  A.  M— Met  Drs.  May,  Worthington  and  Hall.  Has  passed 
a  comfoitable  night ;  took  his  pills  ;  infusion  and  nourishment  when  awake. 
His  tongue  is  dry  and  brown  ;  thirst  great ;  skin  warm  and  moist ;  ])ulse  90, 
soft  and  regular ;  some  cough  ;  expectoration  of  brownish  mucus,  tinged 
with  blood  ;  says  he  does  not  feel  as  well  as  he  has  done,  though  he  makes 
no  particular  complaint ;  we  considered  him  rather  worse;  we  agreed  to 
give  him  two  grains  of  blue  mass  every  three  hours,  with  the  serpentaria 
and  seneca  infusion  ;  nourishment,  &;c.,  continued. 

6  o'clock,  P.  M— Met  Drs.  May,  Worthington  and  Hall.  Has  taken 
his  pills  and  infusion  regularly  ;  had  several  small  brownish  watery 
evacuations  from  the  bowels,  which  he  says  weakened  him  ;  he  had  taken 
some  beef-tea,  weak  brandy-toddy,  &;c. ;  slept  an  hour  or  two  ;  during 
this  sleep  some  incoherent  muttering ;  had  taken  a  few  drops  of  laudanum 
to  quiet  the  bowels,  and  relieve  griping.  We  find  him  as  follows:  pulse 
80,  soft  and  full;  skin  warm  and  moist;  tongue  broader  and  softer; 
agreed  to  give  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  half  a  grain  of  camphor,  and  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium,  every  two  hours,  with  some  nourishment, 
&,c.  &.C. 

April  Sd.  \-2  o'clock,  M. — Dr.  Alexander,  of  Baltimore,  being  added 
to  the  consultation,  met  Drs.  May,  Worthington,  Hall,  and  myself.  Dr. 
A.  concurred  entirely  in  the  view  which  had  been  taken  of  the  case,  and 
the  treatment  pursued.  During  the  night,  the  tongue,  pulse  and  skin, 
had  remained  as  usual,  and  he  had  had  one  copious  evacuation,  which  did 
not  weaken  him,  though  he  got  up  to  the  chair,  as  he  had  insisted  on  doing 
throughout  his  illness.  Sleep,  accompanied  by  muttering,  and  disturbed 
by  a  dry  hacking  cough,  which  was  relieved  by  a  tea-spoonful  of  the  sy- 
rups of  squill,  morphia  and  Tolu,  in  equal  quantities.  From  2  to  .5  A. 
M.  had  slept  sweetly  ;  from  which  time  to  the  present  had  dozed  and 
muttered,  but  when  aroused  his  mind  was  perfectly  clear ;  felt  relaxed ; 
had  taken  wine  whey,  the  pills  of  calomel,  camphor,  and  opium  being 
continued. 

We  found  an  exacerbation  of  fever,  denoted  bv  a  reddened  and  heated 
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skin,  increased  frequency  of  the  pulse  ;  medicine  ordered  to  be  discon- 
tinued, and  cooling  drink  to  be  given. 

This  excited  state  soon  subsiding,  we  were  compelled  to  resort  again 
to  the  cordial  drinks  and  nourishment. 

Up  to  this  time  he  had  been  propped  up  in  bed,  and  said  that  he  felt 
much  better ;  encouraging  his  friends  with  an  expectation  of  a  speedy 
recovery. 

2  o'clock,  P.  M. — Moaned  very  much,  and  talked  in  his  sleep. 
2i. — Was  much  exhausted  by  a  very  large  and  feculent  discharge ;  took 
brandy  and  water  and  jelly. 

4. — More  feeble  and  languid  ;  gave  twenty  drops  of  laudanum  to 
check  an  inclination  to  another  passage. 

4|. — Languor  increasing ;  fell  rapidly  off  into  a  dozing  state,  from 
which  it  was  difficult  to  arouse  him ;  pulse  slow,  hobbling,  and  intermit- 
tent. Features  shrunken  and  pinched  ;  skin  dark  and  muddy.  The 
stimulants  were  urged  ;  sinapisms  applied  to  extremities  and  abdomen ; 
sent  for  consulting  physicians. 

5. — Abdomen  distended  ;  more  incoherence  ;  had  a  large  serous  evacua- 
tion from  the  bowels  (still  insisted  upon  getting  up  to  the  chair),  by  which 
he  was  much  exhausted  ;  gave  starch,  laudanum,  and  kino  injection ; 
sponged  with  hot  spirits  of  turpentine. 

6. — Met  consulting  physicians  ;  we  consider  the  case  hopeless  ;  pulse 
sinking ;  extremities  blue  and  cold  ;  directed  camphor  and  carbonate  of 
ammonia  emulsion,  with  hot  brandy-toddy,  and  frictions. 

7. — Had  several  small  serous  discharges  ;  stimulating  treatment  con- 
tinued. 

8. — All  the  mortal  symptoms  increasing ;  our  efforts  to  sustain  him 
still  continued. 

85. — He  uttered  these  words,  as  heard  by  Dr.  Worthington  and  Mr. 
Samuel  D.  Naughan,  cupper,  leecher,  he,  "  Sir,  I  wish  you  to  under- 
stand the  true  principles  of  the  government ;  I  wish  them  carried  out,  I 
ask  nothing  more."  Immediately  afterwards  he  fell  into  a  state  of  total 
insensibility.  Finally,  at  half  past  12,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  April, 
without  a  groan  or  a  struggle,  he  ceased  to  breathe. 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  efforts  to  obtain  a  post-mortem  examination 
were  unsuccessful. 

From  the  above  report,  faithfully  condensed  from  the  notes  hourly 
made  at  the  bed-side,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  disease  was  not  viewed  as  a 
case  of  pure  pneumonia  ;  but  as  this  was  the  most  palpable  affection,  the 
term  pneumonia  afforded  a  succinct  and  intelligible  answer  to  the  innu- 
merable questions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  attack.  It  was  in  fact  one  of 
our  ordinary  winter  fevers  of  a  low  grade,  of  which  pneumonic  inflamma- 
tion, hepatic  congestion,  and  subsequenUy  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  were 
the  prominent  traits,  and,  apart  from  the  distinction  of  its  subject,  pre- 
sents but  few  points  of  medical  interest.  No  one  could  be  less  prepared 
to  resist  such  an  attack  than  General  Harrison.  In  early  life  his  consti- 
tution had  been  impaired  by  hardships  and  exposure,  and  of  late  years 
by  dyspepsia  and  neuralgia;  exercise,  regular  hours,  simple  diet  and  men- 
tal quietude  had  preserved  a  frame  by  no  means  robust,  to  a  good  old  age. 
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The  change  which  occurred  in  all  his  habits,  in  consequence  of  his 
political  relations,  and  the  fatigues  and  anxieties  incident  to  his  ofBcial 
duties  after  his  arrival  in  Washington,  tended  to  interrupt  and  disturb  the 
repose  of  body  and  mind  necessary  for  the  healthful  operations  of  his  con- 
stitution. Every  hour  was  devoted  to  the  reception  of  company,  or  the 
transaction  of  the  most  multifarious  and  important  business.  Not  only 
his  physical  and  mental  energies  were  strained  to  the  utmost,  but  his  feel- 
ings were  often  subjected  to  the  severest  trials.  To  counteract  the  inju- 
rious influence  of  such  a  mode  of  life,  the  greatest  care  and  prudence 
would  have  scarcely  sufficed,  and  unfortunately  the  President  did  not  se- 
cure to  himself  the  rest  necessary  to  sustain  his  strength.  He  had  scarcely 
enjoyed  one  night  of  comfortable  repose  since  his  inauguration,  and  even 
at  his  meals  was  not  free  from  the  distraction  of  company.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  fatal  result  of  his  disease  is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise as  of  regret. 

On  the  second  day  his  situation  was  pronounced  one  of  danger ;  but 
no  certain  prognosis  could  be  established  by  the  physicians  in  hourly 
attendance. 

The  deep  political  and  personal  interest  dependent  on  the  life  of  the 
President,  imposed  on  his  attending  physician  a  fearful  responsibility,  of 
which  he  felt  himself  painfully  mindful.  He  speedily  sought  a  consulta- 
tion, and  was  scarcely  ever  absent  from  the  house  more  than  one  hour  to- 
gether. Dr.  Hall  remained  with  him  during  the  last  three  nights  ;  Drs. 
Alexander  and  Worthington  were  in  attendance  with  Dr.  H.  and  the  at- 
tending physician  the  night  of  his  death  ;  Dr.  May  being  absent  from 
indisposition. — Medical  Examiner. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL.— SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY    J.   C.   WARREN,    M.D. 

REPORTED    FOR    THE    MEDICAL    JOURNAL    BY     S.     PARKMAN,     M.D. 

Cases  of  Tenotomy. — The  first  case  is  that  of  a  young  woman,  set.  20, 
presenting  a  congenital  deformity  of  both  feet,  a  combination  of  the  two 
species  pes  equinus  and  varus.  The  lower  extremities  were  both  much 
wasted,  the  heels  were  drawn  up  so  that  the  soles  of  the  feet  were  in  a 
line  with  the  limb  itself,  constituting  the  pes  equinus ;  while  an  inversion 
of  the  foot  at  the  junction  of  the  two  rows  of  tarsal  bones,  formed  the 
variety  styled  varus.  A  thick  cushion  of  condensed  integument  and  cellu- 
lar membrane  existed  over  the  os  cuboides  of  either  foot,  showing  the  part 
which  touched  the  ground.  The  toes  were  bent  backward  and  inward, 
so  that  the  integuments  of  these  latter  and  the  heel  were  in  actual  con- 
tact. She  had  never  walked,  but  had  always  supported  herself  upon 
crutches. 

Feb.  13th.  Both  tendines-Achillis  were  divided  by  Dr.  Hayward,  by 
the  subcutaneous  method.  A  narrow  bistoury  being  passed  flatwise  be- 
tween the  skin  and  the  tendon,  was  then  turned,  and  being  withdrawn 
with  a  pressing  and  sawing  motion,  the  tendons  were  divided,  and  an  au- 
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dible  snap  gave  notice  that  the  resistance  was  overcome.  By  the  use  of 
very  simple  instruments  the  heel  was  brought  down,  so  that  the  pes  equi- 
nus  might  be  considered  as  remedied.  The  inversion  and  flexion  of  the 
two  feet,  however,  still  persisted.  The  deformity  being  identical  in  the 
two  feet,  and  the  same  treatment  being  pursued  with  the  two,  it  may  be 
well  to  describe  them  hereafter  in  the  singular  nuniber. 

Dr.  Warren  took  charge  of  the  house  March  1st,  and  on  examination 
it  appearing  that  the  flexion  of  the  foot  depended  in  a  great  degree  upon 
the  resistance  offered  by  the  flexor  brevis  digitorum  pedis,  which  was  felt 
forming  a  tense  and  rigid  band  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  this  muscle  was 
divided  in  the  subcutaneous  method,  by  passing  a  narrow  knife  as  de- 
scribed above,  and  cutting  down  upon  it.  The  resistance  was  imme- 
diately felt  to  be  overcome,  and  a  proper  instniment  was  applied. 

About  a  month  after  this  last  operation  the  tendon  of  the  tibialis  posti- 
cus, which  muscle  contributed  greatly  to  draw  the  foot  inwards,  was 
divided  just  posterior  to  its  attachment  to  the  os  naviculare.  There 
have  therefore  been  three  separate  tendons  or  muscles  divided  to  remedy 
three  separate  deformities,  viz.,  the  tendo-AchiUis,  which  drew  the  heel 
upwards  ;  the  flexor  digitorum  brevis,  which  bent  the  sole  of  the  foot 
upon  itself;  and  the  tibialis  posticus,  which  drew  the  foot  inwards.  A 
machine  was  requisite,  therefore,  which  should  possess  the  power  of  coun- 
teracting each  of  these  vicious  positions  of  the  foot.  The  division  of 
the  tendons  is  the  least  important  part  of  the  treatment ;  it  is  merely  use- 
ful as  aiding  the  action  of  well-contrived  apparatus.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible, vvhhout  the  aid  of  drawings,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  instruments  em.- 
ployed  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  have  stated  the  indications  it  was  necessary 
to  fulfil.  Thus  far,  considerable  advantage  has  been  gained,  and  she  is 
able  to  present  the  soles  of  the  feet  to  the  floor — but  the  feet  are  still 
considerably  inverted.  To  increase  the  muscular  relaxation  she  has  a 
foot  bath,  every  alternate  day,  of  a  strong  infusion  of  tobacco,  and  is  di- 
rected to  make  constant  exertions  to  support  herself  upon  the  soles  of 
the  feet. 

Our  next  is  a  child  of  three  years  of  age,  who  had  the  tendo-Achillis 
divided  last  winter,  by  Dr.  Townsend,  for  a  pes  equinus.  The  deformity 
was  much  relieved,  but  there  being  still  an  inversion  of  the  foot,  he  was 
brought  back  to  the  Hospital  with  the  view  of  further  treatment.  This 
inversion  was  found  to  depend,  as  in  the  last  case,  upon  a  contraction  of 
the  flexor  digitorum  brevis  and  tibialis  posticus ;  and  consequently  the 
tendons  of  the  muscles  were  divided  as  above,  at  an  interval  of  three 
days,  and  the  case  appears  advancing  towards  a  successful  termination. 

The  third  case  is  a  young  lad  aged  15.  Six  years  since  he  was 
afflicted  with  a  white  swelling  of  the  left  knee,  attended  by  several  ab- 
scesses, the  cicatrices  of  which  are  still  visible.  The  disease  continued 
about  eighteen  months,  and  when  cured  the  limb  remained  at  about  a  right 
angle.  At  present  the  knee  preserves  the  same  situation,  and  the  foot 
does  not  touch  the  ground.  There  are  no  inflammatory  symptoms.  The 
motions  of  the  joint  are  limited.  The  leg  can  be  extended  about  10  de- 
grees beyond  a  right  angle,  and  flexed  about  30  degrees,  thus  limiting  the 
motions  within  an  arc  of  40  degrees.     The  tendons   of  the  hamstring 
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muscles  are  tense,  and  apparently  resist  the  complete  extension  of  the 
litnb,  but  this  resistance  of  course  renders  it  impossible  to  determine 
whether  the  joint  be  free,  or  not,  from  anchylosis.  The  division  of  the 
hamstring  tendons  being  very  clearly  indicated,  however,  it  was  |)erformcd 
three  days  since,  in  the  usual  manner,  by  passing  a  narrow  bistoury  be- 
tween them  and  the  skin,  and  cutting  down  upon  them.  Very  little 
blood  was  lost,  and  a  piece  of  sticking  plaster  was  immediately  applied  to 
close  the  wound.  The  joint  was  decidedly  more  moveable,  but  of  course 
no  immediate  attempts  were  made  upon  it.  To-day  an  apparatus,  lent 
by  Dr.  Brown,  consisting  of  two  leather  splints,  fitting  the  thigh  and 
leg,  and  joining  at  the  knee  by  a  hinge  which  is  woiked  l)y  a  screw,  was 
applied.  This  apparatus  is  secured  by  straps  to  the  thigh  and  leg;  while 
at  the  knee,  two  other  straps,  cut  to  the  form  of  the  patella,  pass  across 
above  and  below  the  bone.  By  working  the  screw  considerable  exten- 
sion is  already  made,  and  very  good  hope  may  be  entertained  of  an  ulti- 
mate attainment  of  the  straight  position  of  the  limb. 


OPERATION   FOR  STRABISMUS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Miss ,  set.  23,  had  been  affected   with  strabismus  of  left  eye  from 

birth.  The  contraction  of  the  internal  rectus  muscle  was  so  great  as  al- 
most constantly  to  prevent  the  pupil  from  being  brought  in  the  axis  of 
vision. 

On  the  20th  of  April  the  operation  of  dividing  this  muscle  was  per- 
formed, with  complete  success,  by  Dr.  William  Mount,  a  gentleman 
whose  surgical  skill  is  such  as  to  place  him  deservedly  high  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  professional  brethren,  and  of  the  people  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  Considerable  difficulty  was  encountered  at  the  outset  by  the  tu- 
mid state  of  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  the  operation,  of  course, 
was  protracted  in  consequence  of  the  free  hemorrhage  from  the  distended 
vessels.  Jt  was  very  properly  suggested  by  the  operator  that,  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  after  the  first  incision,  the  patient  might  be  left  with  a  sponge 
and  water,  for  perhaps  an  hour,  until  all  bleeding  was  entirely  checked. 
After  cutting  down  upon  the  muscle  and  breaking  up  its  attachment  to 
the  sclerotic  coat,  a  slightly  curved  and  grooved  hook  or  director  was 
placed  under  it,  and  a  small  probe-pointed  bistoury,  guided  by  the  groove, 
divided  the  muscle  completely,  and  the  patient  was  unable  to  draw  the 
eye  inward.  Simple  dressings  were  applied,  and  the  patient  kept  in  a 
dark  room  for  four  or  five  days,  after  which  the  eye  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  naturally  straight  eye ;  and  she  is  now,  one  month  from  the 
operation,  doing  well. 

It  would  appear  from  the  several  failures  which  have  been  made  b)'' 
operators,  that  an  important  and  indispensable  step  in  this  operation  is  the 
complete  division  of  the  muscle,  and  its  separation  from  the  sclerotic  coat. 
The  muscle  may  be  well  divided,  but  unless  it  is  also  torn,  as  it  were,  from 
its  attachment,  the  operation  is  likely  to  prove  unsuccessful.       W.  J.  B. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  ^Oth,  1841. 
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PAVILION  FOUNTAIN,  SARATOGA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostmi  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Since  receiving  your  last  No.  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  I  have  learned  that  the  analysis  of  our  new  PaviHon  Fountain, 
which  I  forwarded  to  you,  and  which  was  published,  was  made  soon  af- 
ter the  fountains  were  curbed,  and  before  tlie  extraneous  matter  contained 
in  the  ground  above  and  around  the  fountains  had  fully  passed  off.  The 
analysis  of  Mr.  James  Thomas,  alluded  to  in  my  late  con)niunication,  was 
completed  on  the  12th  of  August,  1840,  with  the  co-operation  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  citizens ;  and  you  would  oblige  Mr.  McLaren 
and  Judge  Walton  and  Son,  who,  I  believe,  are  now  joint  proprietors  of 
the  Spring,  and  confer  an  additional  favor  on  myself,  if  you  would  insert 
his  analysis. 

One  gallon  of  the  Pavilion  Fountain  contains — Chloride  of  sodium, 
226.53  grains :  carbonate  of  magnesia,  62.50  ;  carbonate  of  lime,  60.24  ; 
carbonate  of  soda,  4.70 ;  oxide  of  iron,  4.10  ;  iodide  of  sodium  and  bro- 
mide of  potassium,  2.75 ;  silica,  0.62 ;  alumina,  .25.  Total  grains, 
361,74. — Carbonic  acid  gas,  480.01  cubic  inches;  atmospheric  air,  8.09. 
Total  cubic  inches,  488.10. 

One  gallon  of  the  Magnesia  Fountain,  which  stands  about  five  feet 
from  the  Pavilion  Fountain,  contains — Chloride  of  sodium,  160.20  grains; 
carbonate  of  lime,  48.00  ;  carbonate  of  magnesia,  44.26 ;  carbonate  of 
soda,  10.40  ;  iodide  of  sodium  and  bromide  of  potassium,  1.70;  oxide  of 
iron,  2.64;  silica,  1.10;  alumina,  80.  Total  grains,  269.10. — Carbonic 
acid  gas,  371  cubic  inches;  atmospheric  air,  3.25.  Total  cubic  inches, 
374,25. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that,  during  a  recent  visit  to  N.  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford,  I  heard  strong  and  repeated  testimony  of  the  lively  and 
agreeable  taste  of  the  Pavilion  water  taken  from  bottles,  and,  what  is 
of  more  consequence,  its  thorough  aperient  effect  on  the  bowels.  One 
gentleman  in  New  York  told  me  that  for  several  mornings  he  and  his 
wife  had  found  a  single  bottle  fully  sufficient  for  them  both.  1  saw  a  bottle 
opened  at  E.  W.  Bull's,  in  Hartford,  whicli  had  been  kept  since  last  sum- 
mer, and  it  vv-as  scarcely  inferior  in  taste  to  what  I  have  this  day  taken  from 
the  spring.  If  that  bottle  was  a  specimen  of  its  general  appearance  and 
character,  it  cannot  fail  to  become  a  favorite  in  the  large  cities:  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  a  trial  of  this  water  to  your  numerous  readers. 

Saratoga,  May  18,  1841.  Very  truly  yours, 

M.  L.  North. 


CASE   OF   TUBERCULOUS   LIVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sitrgical  Jo^irnal. 
Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal  the  report  of  a 
case  of  tuberculous  condition  of  the  liver,  so  very  nearly  resembling  one 
recently  under  my  care,  that  I  think  it  not  improper  to  send  you  such  notes 
of  my  case  as  are  in  my  possession.     These  notes  were  principally  taken 
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from  recollection  immediately  after  the    post-mortem   examination,  and 
were  intended  simply  for  my  own  use. 

H.  T.  Esq.,  aged  about  60,  applied  to  me  May  8tli,  1840,  for  a  diffi- 
culty of  tile  back  and  stomach,  which  he  said  had  been  the  source  of 
more  or  less  inconvenience  to  him  for  some  eight  or  ten  months.  He  had, 
from  his  earliest  recollection,  been  troubled  occasionally  with  faintings,  and 
what  he  termed  a  bilious  habit ;  but  had,  on  the  whole,  enjoyed  good 
health.  Recently,  during  the  discharge  of  his  duly  as  an  officer  of 
court,  he  stated  that  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  but  soon  recovered.  He 
had  spoken  of  his  case  to  some  two  or  three  physicians,  and  from  his  ac- 
count, and  the  medicines  recommended,  it  would  seem  that  they  con- 
sidered the  complaint  either  neuralgia,  or  rheumatism  of  the  back.  From 
the  account  of  his  case  when  I  first  saw  him,  I  had  little  or  no  doubt  that 
the  disease  was  rheumatism,  and  i  treated  it  accordingly,  but  without  suc- 
cess. The  symptoms  found  in  my  notes  are  the  following.  Skin  dry, 
but  not  hot;  no  chills;  very  pale  sickly  look,  \v\ih  great  weakness  of 
voice  ;  pulse  natural  ;  tongue  slightly  coated  with  whitish  fur  ;  indifferent 
appetite  ;  pain  across  the  back  and  through  the  stomach.  This  pain  is 
constant,  hard  and  deep-seated,  slightly  relieved  by  hard  friction  on  the 
back,  or  pressing  some  hard  substance,  as  a  stick  of  wood,  firmly  against 
the  back  above  the  loins.  About  as  much  pain  on  one  side  of  the  spine 
as  the  other.  No  external  swelling,  either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly ; 
slight  soreness  on  pressure  at  pit  of  stomach.  This,  however,  was  to  be 
noticed  only  when  there  was  most  pain.  At  these  times  the  patient  would 
speak  of  throbbing  deep  in  the  stomach.  The  disease  seemed  rather  to 
belong  to  the  back  than  to  the  stomach.  There  was  no  pain  in  right 
shoulder;  no  unusual  yellowness  of  skin,  eyes  or  urine;  no  difficulty  of 
laying  on  either  side  ;  no  clay-colored  discharges  from  the  bowels.  At 
first  there  was  more  pain  cp  assuming  the  recumbent  position.  The 
nights  were  bad  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  disease  ;  no  vomiting 
or  sickness  of  stomach  ;  much  thick  saliva,  very  disagreeable  to  the  pa- 
tient ;  no  pain  in  the  head,  hiccough,  difficulty  of  breathing,  cough,  nor 
anything  of  the  kind.  Could  sit  up, ride  or  walk  out;  and  even  ate  with 
some  little  appetite,  until  the  last  five  or  six  weeks.  Bowels  not  very 
costive  ;  discharges  rather  dark  generally,  but  not  very  unnatural,  and 
never  tinged  with  blood.     Urine  nearly  natural  in  quantity  and  appearance. 

Towards  the  last,  or  during  the  last,  five  or  six  weeks,  there  was  some 
alteration  in  the  symptoms.  Clay-colored  discharges  from  bowels  and 
yellowness  of  skin  ;  difficulty  of  laying  on  the  left  side;  pulse  weak,  quick, 
and  more  frequent ;  a  little  hardness  and  fulness,  as  well  as  tenderness  at 
pit  of  stomach  ;  bowels  more  inclined  to  costiveness  ;  greater  weakness  of 
voice,  but  no  hiccough  ;  pain  and  swelling  of  right  leg ;  some  emaciation, 
though  not  great ;  a  disposition  to  remain  in  bed,  and  to  sleep;  riding, 
and  especially  walking,  always  seemed  to  produce  bad  effects. 

The  treatment,  during  the  course  of  this  disease,  was  various.  A  seton 
was  inserted  on  the  left  side  of  the  spine,  which  was  the  place  fixed  on  by 
the  patient  as  nearest  the  seat  of  the  pain.  During  the  free  discharge  oc- 
casioned by  this,  and  the  use  of  blue  pill  at  night,  followed  by  croton  oil  in 
the  morning,  every  third  day,  together  with  pulv.  columba  during  the  in- 
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tervening;  time,  he  was  manifestly  better,  and  thouf^dit  to  be  doing  well. 
This  course  was  pursued  two  or  three  weeks.  This  patient  finally  died, 
without  any  very  sudden  alteration,  Sjpt.  "SOth,  almost  five  months  from 
the  time  he  first  applied  to  me,  and  about  tliirteen  months  from  the  first 
onset  of  the  disease. 

Post-mortem  examination  was  very  hasty.  Externally  natural,  or 
nearly  so,  with  the  exception  of  yellowness  of  the  skin.  There  was  no 
disease  either  of  tlie  thoracic  or  abdominal  viscera,  that  did  not  most  mani- 
festly originate  from  the  disease  of  the  Hver.  This  organ  was  filled  with 
tubercles,  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  hen's  egg.  Some  of  die 
largest  contained  pus.  The  gall-bladder  was  very  much  distended  with 
black  bile.  There  was  no  calcareous  deposits  either  in  the  liver  or  gall- 
bladder. The  obstruction  of  the  duct  we  believed  to  be  occasioned  by 
mechanical  pressure.  The  whole  liver  appeared  to  be  one  mass  of  dis- 
ease, and  increased  in  size  about  one  quarter.  There  were  no  tubercles 
found  excepting  in  the  liver. 

The  patient  was  visited,  during  thecourseof  the  disease,  by  some  three 
or  four  eminent  physicians,  and  no  one  of  them,  1  presume,  will  say  that 
he  suspected  a  diseased  liver  as  being  anything  more  than  a  secondary 
affection  in  the  case,  until  the  five  or  six  weeks  preceding  death. 

Plaistoiv,  N.  H.,  May  20,  1841.  Nath'l  K.  Kelly. 
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ANNIVERSARY   OF   THE   MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  members  of  the  Society  convened  at  the  Temple 
for  the  transaction  of  the  annual  business  of  the  institution.  There  was 
a  little  want  of  harmony  in  the  election  of  the  Suffolk  counsellors,  and  an 
apparently  unnecessary  drag2;irig  in  the  process  of  electing  those  of  other 
districts.  Dr.  Reynolds  gave  an  excellent  and  spirited  discourse  on  the 
present  state  of  medical  science,  and  the  improvements  of  the  last  half 
■century,  which  we  should  be  delighted  to  send  abroad  at  once  ;  but  the 
stiff  dignity  of  a  corporation  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  keep- 
inT  it  somewhere,  in  tomb-like  solemnity,  for  a  while,  when  it  will  pass, 
with  all  due  formality,  through  officiid  coi^nizance,  into  the  hands  of  a 
printer,  and  finally  be  distributed  to  the  members.  If  all  this  friction  of 
heavy  machinery  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  manuscript  be  permit- 
ted to  go  into  this  or  any  other  Journal  at  once,  a  multitude  of  copies 
might  be  circulated  in  less  than  ten  days — and  widely,  too,  so  that  it 
would  be  read  in  every  Slate  and  Territory.  In  the  present  way,  five 
copies  may  never,  perhaps,  find  their  way  beyond  New  England. 

On  Thursday,  May  27th,  Rufus  Wyman,  M.D.,  was  re-elected  Presi- 
dent, and  Dr.  Stephen  Balchelder  Vice  President,  who  announced  that 
they  should  not  be  candidates  for  ofBce  another  year.  Dr,  Townsend 
was  re-elected  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  and  Dr.  Otis,  Recording  Secre- 
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tary.  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  by  24  out  of  41  votes,  was  chosen  to 
deliver  the  next  annual  address,  one  year  hence.  The  reinnininq'  17  votes 
were  in  part  thrown  for  Dr.  WalUer,  of  Charlestown,  and  Dr.  Bartlelt,  of 
Lowell.  For  all  further  particulars,  such  as  reports  of  committees,  &c. 
&c.,  the  reader  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  ofBcial  documents,  when  pub- 
lished, not  having  it  in  our  power  to  present  them  to-day. 


Division  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Back. — A  delicate  lady,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  a  distorted  spine,  submitted  to  the  apparently  severe 
operation,  one  day  last  week,  of  having  the  muscles,  at  certain  points  on 
the  broad  surface  of  the  back,  severed  in  twain  with  a  knife,  in  order  that 
the  bones  might  be  brought  into  their  original  condition.  Dr.  Brown,  of 
this  city,  well  known  of  late  in  this  new  branch  of  surgery,  was  the  ope- 
rator. Although  a  most  formidable  iriatter  to  think  about,  it  is  not  very 
terrible  in  reality.  The  patient  never  sighed  nor  moved,  till  the  last  thread 
was  cut  and  the  operator  salished  that  he  had  overcome  the  cause  of  the 
distortion.  Any  one  in  a  similar  condition  might  probably  be  made 
straight  very  soon — and  it  will  no  longer,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  so 
many  to  remain  cripples,  when  there  is  really  balm  in  Gilead.  Dr. 
Brown,  we  believe,  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  divide  the  great 
muscles  and  tendons  of  the  liack,  for  curvatures  of  the  spine,  in  this 
country.  We  hope  for  a  more  extended  notice  of  this  importatil  matter, 
whenever  Dr.  Brown  has  leisure   for  reporting  the  particulars  of  the  case. 


Munroe  County  (N.  Y.)  Medical  Society. — On  the  12th  of  May,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  Society  at  Rochester,  after  the  election  of  the 
officers,  the  Committee  appointed  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  amendment  of 
1S36,  to  Sec.  17,  Med.  La^vs,  reported  that  the  Legislature  had  adopted 
the  following,  which  was  passed  March  20th,  1841  : 

"  No  person  coming  from  another  country  shall  practise  physic  or  sur- 
gery in  this  State  until  he  shall  have  been  examined  and  licensed  by  the 
Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  And  no  person  coming  from  an- 
other State  shall  practise  physic  or  surgery  in  this  Slate  until  he  shall 
have  filed  a  copy  of  his  diploma  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  county 
where  he  resides,  and  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  that  county  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  qualifications,  or  shall 
have  been  examined  and  approved  by  its  Censors." 

In  November  last,  Dr.  Hamilton  proposed  a  measure  that  does  him 
much  honor,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  very  spirit  of  toleration,  and  which  must 
ultimately  prevail.  It  was  this — that  the  Legislature  be  memorialized  to 
abolish  all  now  existing  legal  restrictions  touching  the  collection  of  fees 
for  medical  services.  We  think  that  people  should  be  allowed  to  pay  for 
what  they  please,  and  to  whom  they  please.  This  would  soon  make  medi- 
cal peace,  which  now  only  has  a  theoretical  being  in  many  places  in  the 
Union. 

Dr.  Webster  proposed  a  good  scheme,  also — the  faithful  registration  of 
deaths  in  the  city  of  Rochester. — They  have  one  queer  arrangement  in 
the  Society,  quite  frightful  to  one  who  stands  in  awe  of  the  press.  A 
member  is  appointed  to  write  a  dissertation — and,  following  in  the  order 
of  appointnients,  is  a  rcvieicer  to  look  after  the  writer.  This  is  in 
essence  holding  a  rod  directly  over  a  man's  shoulders.  Drs.  H.  and  E. 
M.  Moore  stand  in  the  post  of  danger,  in  that  respect,  for  next  meeting, 
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and  Dr.  S.  B.  Bradley  is  clothed  with  authority  to  show  all  the  faults  and 
mistakes  of  these  gentlemen  on  a  future  occasion.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, his  review  must  be  a  literary  curiosity. — We  have  a  high  per- 
sonal respect  for  the  members  of  this  Society,  whose  combined  labors  are 
honorable  to  their  liberality,  scientific  attainments,  and  kindness  of  heart. 


Veterinary  Instruction. — With  all  the  efforts  making  in  Boston  for 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  man  in  his  misfortunes,  it  is  singular  that 
nothing  has  yet  been  done  towards  establishing  a  veterinary  institution. 
The  physician  who  has  the  enterprise  lo  offer  to  instruct  a  select  number 
of  intelligent  persons  in  the  anatomy  of  the  horse,  and  teach  the  true 
method  of  prescribing  medicines  for  him,  will  confer  a  lasting  benefit  on 
New  England.  Horse  doctors  are  too  often  totally  ignorant  of  the  princi- 
ples of  theis  profession,  and  such  probably  kill  as  many  of  their  patients  as 
are  cured.  AH  this  is  in  consequence  of  guessing  at  what  might  be  posi- 
tively known.  Auscultation,  if  understood  by  farriers,  would  be  the 
means  of  saving  many  noble  animals  of  great  value. 


Defective  Vision. — Mr.  Adams  brought  before  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society,  a  new  mode  of  treating  defective  vision — a  kind  of  functional 
amaurosis,  and  depending  possibly  (?)  on  the  morbid  contraction  of  the 
recti  muscles,  by  which  pressure  was  exerted  on  the  optic  nerve.  The 
operation  consisted  in  the  divison  of  the  recti,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
were  divided  in  strabismus.  He  had  found  the  proceeding  to  be  of  great 
service  in  several  cases,  the  sight  in  some  cases  being  instantly  restored. 
There  was  no  squinting  present  in  the  cases  in  question. — Lancet. 


The  Mode  of  Passing  the  Stomach-tube. — It  is  often  required  to  pass 
the  stomach-tube  in  cases  of  poisoning.  Now,  in  doing  this,  the  great 
object  is  to  avoid  the  excitors  of  vo?niting.  This  is  done  by  passing  the 
tube  boldly  through  the  isthmus  faucium,  avoiding  touching  the  base  of 
the  tongue,  the  posterior  gums,  or  the  veil  of  the  palate,  to  the  posterior 
part  of  the  pharynx.  In  this  last  part,  there  are  no  nerves  but  those  of  the 
excitors  and  motors  of  deglutition  ;  so  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  passing 
the  stomach-tube,  with  these  precautions,  freely  on  into  the  oesophagus, 
and  finally  into  the  stomach  itself. — Dr.  Marshall  Hall. 


On  Gouty  Concretions,  loith  a  new  Method  of  Cure.  By  Alexander 
Ure,  Esq. — The  remedy  is  benzoic  acid,  administered  in  doses  of  a 
scruple,  an  hour  after  a  meal.  "  In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours  (as 
the  author  has  found  by  frequent  experiments,  made  upon  himself  and 
others),  the  urine  voided,  amounting  to  five  or  six  ounces,  will  be  found, 
on  adding  a  small  quantity  of  muriatic  acid,  to  yield  a  copious  precipitate 
of  beautiful  rose-pink  acicular  crystals,  which  weigh,  after  being  allowed 
to  settle  for  a  day,  about  fifteen  grains."  The  body  thus  produced  by  the 
agency  of  vital  chemistry  is  hippuric  acid,  and  is  found  to  have  taken  the 
place  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine,  none  of  the  latter  being  discoverable. 

By  thus  substituting  hippurate  of  soda,  a  salt  of  easy  solubility,  for  the 
very  sparingly  soluble  urate  of  that  alkali,  the  author  conceives  that  the 
formation  of  the  tophous  concretions  may  be  altogether  prevented. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Medical  Intelligence.  275 

Wood  Anemoiie  a  Substitute  for  Veratrine.—k  writer  in  the  London 
Lancet  is  of  opinion  thai  certain  preparations  of  anemone  would  super- 
sede the  very  expensive  preparations  of  the  tincture  and  extract  of  saba- 
dilla  and  veratrine,  as  external  irritants  and  watery  purges  in  amaurosis 
and  eye-cases.  It  is  worth  trying  in  dropsies,  and,  perhaps,  in  deafness. 
The  officinal  preparations  of  the  wood  anemone  {anemone  nemorosa)  are 
a  watery  and  alcoholic  extract.  These  are  made  by  several  nations  on  the 
Continent:  they  make  a  powder  of  seven  to  fifteen  grains  with  one  drachm 
of  white  sugar,  of  which  the  dose  is  twenty  grains,  gradually  increased  to 
three  drachms  daily  ;  they  also  add  sixteen  grains  to  one  drachm  and  a 
half  of  wild  valerian;  divide  into  eighteen  powders,  and  give  one  pow- 
der daily  iti  water,  increasing  gradually,  in  gutia  serena  and  amaurosis. 
The  infusion  of  meadow  anemone  is  made  by  putting  from  one  to  four 
drachms  of  the  roots  into  one  pint  of  boiling  water,  adding  one  ounce  of 
sugar ;  dose  three  or  four  ounces  three  times  a  day.  The  distilled  water 
is  also  made,  and  given  from  two  drachms  to  half  an  ounce  twice  a-day. 

Medical  Miscellany.— D v.  F.  H.  Hamilton  has  operated,  before  the 
medical  class,  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  for  strabismus,  very  successfully.  The 
students  of  that  institution  have  complimented  Dr.  Mitchell  with  a  vote  of 
thanks,  which  is  creditable  to  them.— Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  of  New  York, 
has  returned  home  from  Europe,  after  several  years' absence. — The  skele- 
ton of  HoUoway,  who  murdered  Mr.  Steele  on  Hounslow  Heath,  near 
London,  as  long  ago  as  1802,  was  sold  at  auction,  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
brought  30  shillings — the  purchaser  being  a  surgeon. — Eight  sisters  of 
charity  were  badly  poisoned  by  cheese  at  New  Orleans  a  week  or  two 
since.  On  analyzing  the  cheese,  it  was  found  to  contain,  says  the  official 
report,  a  large  quantity  of  verdigris. — Two  thousand  pounds  have  been 
given  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Brundnelt  to  the  London  University  and  Hos- 
pital, to"  be  divided  equally  between  the  two. — A  curious  historical  work 
by  Asahel  Grant,  M.D.,  on  the  lost  tribes,  &c.,  is  advertised  by  the  trade. 
Frequent  mention  has  been  made  in  this  Journal  of  Dr.  Grant's  medical 
success  while  residing  in  Persia,  and  particularly  with  the  Independent 
Nestorians. — S.  W.  Thayer,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the- 
Vermont  Medical  College,  has  received  the  thanks  of  the  class  for  his 
attention  to  the  advancement  of  the  gentlemen  attending  lectures  at  that 
Institution. — We  have  barely  i^pace  for  acknowledging  a  large  and  beau- 
tiful volume  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  by  James  Stewart,  M.D.,  of 
New  York,  just  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Wiley  &  Putnam. 

Erratum.— In  last  week's  Journal,  p.  247,  near  the  bottom  of  the  page,  for 
mammes  read  mnmnias. 


Married,— In  Norwich,  Conn.,  Walcott  Richards,  M.I).,  of  Cincinnati,  to  Miss 
S.  Strong. 

Died,— At  Hillsborough,  N.  C,  on  the  16th  ult.,  Dr.  Wilie  N.  White,  53. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  lor  the  week  ending  May  29,  43.— Males,  Vi  ;  Females,  20.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consumption,  6— bronchitis,  2— diarrhoea,  1-debility,  1— smallpox,  6— liver  complaint,  1— tits,  1 
—measles,  7— croup,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— old  age,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— intempe- 
rance, 2— lung  fever,  2— casualty,  1— pneumonia,  1— inflammatory  fever,  1— inflammation  of  the 
brain,  1 — canker,  1— scrofula,  1. 


AN   ELIGIBLE   SITUATION  FOR  A   PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN  located  in  the  western  part  of  Windham  County,  Vermont,  in  a  community  containing 
about  1600  inhabitants,  and  having  a  practice  worth  more  than  $800  a  year,  wishing  to  relinquish 
business,  offers  his  stand  for  sale.    Possession  given  forthwith.    Address  editor,  &c.  Jun  8— 3l 
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TREMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  annual  instructions  ol'  tlie  Treiiioiit-stieet  Medical  School,  for  private  pupils,  will  commence  on 
the  first  da,'  of  rfapte  riDer,  consisliny  of  lectures  and  examinations  in  the  ditferent  branches  of  pro- 
fessional study — as  follows  : 

A  course  of  Lectures  and  Examinations  on  Anatomy,  in  September  and  October,  by  Dr.  Reynolds, 
preparatory  to  tlie  vVinter  Lectures  at  llie  Medical  Gjlleye. 

A  cuuise  of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  including  diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  by  Dr.  Re,  uolds.  This  course  consists  of  one  hundred  lectures,  and  is  continued  nine  months  of 
the  year  during  the  whole  period  of  pu|)il  ige.  Stated  e\auiinations  are  made  in  the  above  branches— 
and  private  e<a.ninatious,  if  desired,  of  the  giaduating  class. 

Lectures  and  Eiamiiiaiions  in  Physiology  and  Pathology,  with  a  distinct  course  upgn  Auscultation, 
by  Dr.  Holmes,  who  will  also  deliver,  if  lime  permits,  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Surgical  Anatomy  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  weekly  examinations  on  the 
same  branches  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  above  course  is  illustrated  by  practical  mani- 
pulations with  the  manikin.  ArrHiigeinents  have  been  made  to  provide  the  pujiils  with  obstetric  cases 
as  often  as  may  be  necessary  to  fa.iiiliarise  them  with  this  branch  of  practice. 

The  departments  of  Theory  and  Practice  ol  Medicine,  aud  Materia  Medica,  are  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Bigel;iw— who  will  visit  the  llcis|)ital  with  the  pupils,  lor  practical  observation  of 
disease,  and  clinical  instruction.  Tlie  e\|iloration  of  the  chest  in  diseases  of  the  thoracic  organs,  is 
made  the  subject  of  pariicular  attention  in  these  visits. 

Practical  Anato.ny  has  always  been  a  primary  object  in  this  school,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
for  a  per.naiient  supply  of  subjects  Iroin  iVovember  to  April.  The  teachers  will  avail  themselves  of 
occasional  opportunities  to  show  the  pupils  interesting  cases  in  private  practice— and  operations  in 
Surgery  and  Ojihthaluiic  Disease.  The  pupils  may  attend  dailyon  the  practice  of  the  physicians  or 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hosjiital,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Uonvenient  rooms,  light  and  fuel,  are  provided  by  the  instructers. 

JACOB  BIGELOW, 
EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 

Boston,Ju7ie  2i,'[8i0.  eplmeop6m  D.  HUAIPllREVS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W,  HOLMES. 

PlUV.\Ti:    .MKDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  iiistruclion,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opportunities  lor  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectufes  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hosjiital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
iy  calling  on  Dr.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.    Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  chame. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

~  LEIJANON    SPKIN(;S. 

The  subscribers  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  chronic  diseases, 
■whereby  they  can  avail  the  nselves  ol'  the  potverful  auxiliary  afforded  by  the  use  of  the  Lebanon, 
Spring  water,  in  the  fnrm  of  cold,  warm,  vapor  and  shower  hath.  The  Lebanon  water,  in  purity  and 
temperature,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  famous  Bristol  and  Buxton  waters,  and  its  remedial 
power  is  well  attested.  .  JOSEPH  BATES,  Lebanon  Springs. 

August,  18i0.  A.  26.— 12t  CUILDS  <Sc  LEE,  PittsJieLd. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
cue  dollar,  poit  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollice.  J  une  19 

RE-IMPilOv'EO   ROCKING   TRUSSES, 

Manufactured  at  Sliaker  Village,  N.  H.,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  leading  physicians  in  that 
State,  may  be  obtained  at  this  o.lice.  Price,  for  the  single  truss,  $4  ;  double,  $7.  A  discount  to  phy- 
sicians who  purchane  to  sell  again.  March  10. 

PROLAPSUS    UTERL 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  Dr.  Chapin's  Ulero-abdominal  Sup- 
, porter  and  Elastic  Belt,  which  has  been  recently  much  improved,  and  its  ellicacy  thereby  greatly  in- 
creased. It  has  been  liiilhfully  tested  by  most  of  the  medical  faculty  of  Boston  and  New  Vork,  who 
have  pronounced  their  unijualified  approbation  of  its  utility.  Physicians  in  want,  will  obtain  the 
measure  round  the  pelvis.  They  can  be  supplied  with  the  cheapest  and  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
in  use,  from  the  low  price  of  ,'$2,  to  .§7,  according  to  tinish.    Perineum  straps  (extra)  at  7-3  rts.  to  $J,.50. 

Relereiice  may  be  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  among  others  who  recommend  this  in- 

str  iment : Dis.  Jidin  C.  Warren,  J.  Wan;,  W.  Chaiining,  G.  ii.  Doane,  W.  Lewis,  J.  Flint,  J.  Musoii 

Warren,  E.  Palmer,  .lr.,<;.G.  Putnam,  E.  W.  Leach. 

Ollice  No.  lb  Howard,  near  (Jourl  St.,  Boston.  A.  F.  BARTLETT, 

Nov.  25.— 2wJilam6m.  Agent  for  John  R.  Chapin,  M.D. 


THE  BO.STO.N  MEDICAL  ANl>  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n  (;i, AIM'  .1  R.,  at  Id  1  VVashiugtou  St.,  comer  ot  Krankliii  St.,  to  whom  all  cominuiiications  inust  be 
addres-icd  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  iVloiillily  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
vidii. lies  each  year.  J.  V.  (;.  SMIfil,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  .•$■'1,110  a  year  in  a  Ivaiice,  $.1,:)0  after  three 
months  or  '5(1  OU  if  not  paid  williiii  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $.'),00  a  year,  in 
advance'.  Orders  from  a  distance  iiiiiHt  be  acuumpanieU  by  puyiiieut  in  udvuuceor  sutiufiictory  r£it:r> 
once.    Tostuge  the  same  an  for  a  newspaper. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosto?i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — T  was  about  to  transmit  to  you  a  case  of  death  from  the  prick  of  a 
pin,  when  reflecting  that  your  Journal  did  not  greatly  abound  with 
original  articles  on  pathology,  I  sat  down  to  write  an  essay  or  two  upon 
the  pathology  of  fever — and  quite  unexpectedly  have  extended  the  num- 
ber to  eight !  You  will  publish  them  at  such  periods  as  you  please,  or 
not  at  all  if  you  think  them  unworthy.  The  case  is  in  the  eighth  essay. 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  March  29th,  1841.  Your  ob't  servt., 

Joseph  Comstock,  M.D. 
Hon.  Mem.  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society. 

ON   THE   PATHOLOGY   OF  FEVER.— ESS.JY  I. 
Facts  are  golden  ore — principles,  gold  refined. 

We  have  been  hitherto  confounded  in  our  theories  of  the  causes  of  deadly 
epidemic  fevers  when  they  have  occurred  in  the  cold  of  winter,  when  no 
mai'sh  miasmata,  nor  decomposing  vegetables,  nor  putrid  animal  effluvia, 
could  possibly  exist.  We  must  therefore  abandon  all  these  sources,  and 
search  in  other  directions  for  the  cause — they  all,  as  also  contagion,  ergot, 
or  any  kind  of  bad  food,  or  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  good  food,  being  in 
this  country  untenable.  Persons  ascending  Mount  Blanc,  have  felt  such 
a  thirst  that  the  water  they  carried  with  them  could  not  quench  it.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  it  seemed,  as  it  is  said,  that  the  air  itself  was  so  thirsty 
that  it  drank  the  very  moisture  from  their  bodies  ;  and  even  blood  has 
flowed  from  the  mouths  and  nostrils  of  travellers  in  such  elevated  regions. 
Headache,  lassitude,  drowsiness,  or  tendency  to  stupor,  pain  in  the  lower 
limbs,  severe  vomiting,  difficulty  of  respiration,  violent  palpitation,  and 
loss  of  appetite,  have  all,  as  we  learn,  been  experienced. 

Those  who  have  seen  the  winter  epidemic,  called  spotted  fever,  or  its 
congeners,  will  at  once  recognize  most  of  its  symptoms  in  this  enumera- 
tion. As  tq  hemorrhage,  it  sometimes  occurred  from  the  bowels.  We 
had  one  case  in  which  it  was  universal  ;  and  spots,  or  petechia?,  might  be 
considered  a  species  of  it — a  kind  of  blind-bleeding  under  the  skin. 
Vomiting  of  giumous  blood  is  mentioned  as  having  occurred  in  Mexico, 
in  a  fatal  case.  Difficulty  of  breathing,  as  Professor  Monlanna  observes, 
was  there  one  of  its  prominent  symptoms,  as  it  was  also  in  some  parts  of 
Virginia.     Stupor,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  febrile  apoplexy,  was  ♦ 

not    very    uncommon.     Pains  of  the  lower  limbs,   and   even   a    partial         N^ 
palsy  of  them,  were  often  present,  and  headache   and   vomiting  seldom 
absent. 
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We  thus  make  out  a  catalogue  of  symptoms,  in  the  winter  epidemic, 
which  was  called  spotted  fever,  and  in  some  districts  cold  plague,  pneu- 
monia typhoides,  and  by  other  appellatives,  very  similar  to  those  which 
travellers  have  experienced  who  have  exposed  themselves  to  the  air  of 
extremely  high  mountains.  We  have,  then,  only  to  assume  the  postulate, 
that  the  air  three  miles  above  us  takes  the  place  of  that  on  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  in  order  to  account  for  the  hitherto  mysterious  occurrence  of 
mortal  fevers  prevailing  in  the  extreme  cold  of  winter.  Mount  Blanc  is 
15,700  feet  in  height,  embracing,  on  its  top,  a  region  of  incessant  cold, 
where  snow  never  melts.  Nor  is  an  elevation  of  this  height,  even  under 
the  equator,  any  exception  to  the  perpetual  reign  of  a  Greenland  atmos- 
phere. The  inhabitant,  then,  of  the  tropics  and  torrid  zone,  is  always 
within  the  short  distance  of  three  miles  to  the  piercing  cold  of  the  polar 
regions.  Of  the  sudden  descent  of  cold  air,  Mr.  Bruce  mentions  persons 
having  been  destroyed  with  cold  within  twelve  degrees  of  the  equator, 
which  we  think  a  notable  instance. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  that  the  pulse  becomes  frequent  in 
proportion  to  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood  ;  and  although  there  may  be 
many  conflicting  facts  to  this  theory,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  re- 
ceives support  from  the  pulse  of  those  who  from  a  warm  climate  ascend 
into  the  cold  regions  of  a  mountain  atmosphere,  or  experience  its  chills 
and  rarity  below.  The  disposition  to  hemorrhage,  owing  to  an  unequal 
distribution  of  the  blood,  may  also  excite  those  high  nervous  symptoms 
tending  ultimately  to  apoplexy,  which  we  have  already  noticed. 

Of  the  sudden  alternation  of  our  climate,  a  remarkable  instance  hap- 
pened in  January,  1S41.  At  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  the  thermometer  on  Tues- 
day the  5th,  was  20  degrees  below  zero ;  and  on  Wednesday  the  6th,  it 
was  40  degrees  above  it — being  a  variation  of  60  degrees  in  less  than 
24  hours.*  But  perhaps  the  most  striking  instance  is  yet  to  be  men- 
tioned. It  appears  by  the  tables  kept  at  the  different  military  posts  in 
the  U.  S.,  as  published  by  the  late  Joseph  Lovell,  M.D.,  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States  Army,  that  the  mean  temperature  between  two 
stations  in  the  same  latitude  differed  no  less  than  20  degrees  for  the  month 
of  January,  1820 — the  observations  having  been  taken  at  the  same  time. 
The  places  alluded  to  were  Fort  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  the  Council 
Bluffs  on  the  Missouri ;  the  latter  being  20  degrees  colder  than  the  former, 
and  17  degrees  colder  than  Sackett's  Harbor,  2  degrees  north  of  it. 

Such  atmospheric  anomalies,  which  seem  to  set  the  latitude  at  naught, 
may  serve  as  some  explanation  of  the  prevalence  and  non-prevalence  of 
diseases  in  the  same  parallels,  so  far  as  they  are  influenced  by  causes 
purely  aerial,  and  which  occur  in  the  season  of  winter.  In  sunmier, 
however,  local  and  terrene  causes  are  most  to  be  apprehended  ;  when  we 
must  consider  the  vicinity  to  marshes — to  the  confined  air  and  offal  of 
cities — to  exhalations  from  docks,  ships,  shores,  shambles,  and  to  tracts  of 
land  laid  bare  by  the  recession  of  waters,  and  exposed  to  the  scorching 
sun  of  summer. 

*  In  1817,  Feb.  15th,  tlio  Iherniometcr,  at  Buffalo,  at  3  o'clock,  A.M.,  was  35  1-2  degreps  below  zero. 
Next  day  it  rose  tto  iniicli  above  it  as  made  the  variation  no  less  than  05  <lcgices  in  21  hours.  Dr.  Wil- 
son, of  Now  Hain|).shirc,  observed  a  variation  of  61  degree.')  in  a  natural  day  ;  and  Dr.  Ramsay,  of  S. 
Carolina,  46  degieeo  in  different  hours  of  the  same  day. 


On  the  Fathology  of  Fever.  279 

There  are  other  deadly  local  causes  which  are  known  only  by  their 
effects  on  the  fluids,  and  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  the  atmosphere,  or  any  kind  of  miasm  or  effluvia  whatever. 
Thus  the  blood  is  found  not  to  coagulate  in  scurvy — in  persons  killed  by 
lishtninsr — from  a  blow  on  the  stomach — from  over-exertion — from  vio- 
lent  mental  passion — and  from  yellow  fever.  A  gentleman  in  the  East 
Indies  had  the  liver  disease,  which  burst  externally,  and  the  bile,  or  a  part 
of  it,  continued  to  discharge  through  the  orifice  after  he  got  about.  This 
bile  was  of  the  usual  yellow  color,  except  when  he  was  in  a  passion, 
when  it  became  green.  As  he  was  of  an  irritable  temperament,  his 
friends  had  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  this  curious  phenomenon 
— which  is  paralleled,  however,  by  what  Dr.  Dewees  relates  of  women 
in  travail,  who  have  had  the  appalling  accident  of  ruptured  uterus — in 
whom,  in  some  instances,  vomiting  of  black  matter  was  one  of  the  speedy 
symptoms.  Professor  Dewees  also  gives  the  case  of  a  patient  in  puerpe- 
ral convulsions,  whose  hair  turned  white  the  same  evening.  Her  delivery 
proved  favorable,  and  in  about  four  days  it  changed  back  to  nearly  its  na- 
tural hue. 

Such  sudden  changes  in  the  animal  economy  have  a  direct  bearing  upon 
the  pathology  of  fevers  ;  and  serve,  in  our  view,  to  throw  some  light  upon 
points  long  involved  in  cimmerian  darkness.  In  yellow  fever,  black- 
vomiting  has  sometimes  been  the  very  first  symptom.  Now  we  must 
suppose  that  this  black  material  has  been  suddenly  formed.  For  it  is  im- 
possible to  believe  that  it  could  have  been  in  the  stomach  more  than  a 
very  short  time,  without  creating  nausea,  headache,  loss  of  appetite,  and 
great  disturbance  of  the  general  system — none  of  which  seem  to  have 
happened.  And  this  discharge  thus  early  has  been  more  favorable  than 
when  it  occurred  later  in  the  disease,  when  it  is  generally  fatal — which 
seems  to  indicate  that  emetics  might  be  used  as  preventives,  with  advan- 
tage. In  the  instances  of  death  from  lightning,  &c.,  wherein  the  blood 
does  not  coagulate,  the  whole  mass  seems  to  become  menstruous,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  so  to  use  the  term,  and  serves  to  shed  a  ray  of  light  upon 
a  point  which  has  been  contested  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  and 
which  still  remains  unsettled,  whether  the  menstrual  evacuation  he  blood 
or  not — one  of  the  principal  arguments  in  the  negative  being  the  fact 
that  it  does  not  coagulate.  But  that  being  a  matter  not  directly  connect- 
ed with  our  present  subject,  we  shall  not  stop  to  discuss  it  now. 

The  sudden  attack  with  febrile  symptoms  of  healthy  persons  ascending 
high  mountains,  merits  some  further  notice,  as  serving  to  illustrate  our  main 
object.  Thus,  during  the  reign  of  spotted  fever,  persons  who  came  from 
districts  where  it  did  not  prevail,  into  places  where  it  did,  were  sometimes 
suddenly  attacked,  even  when  their  stay  was  so  short  as  the  obsequies  of 
a  deceased  friend.  Yet  such  examples  were  rare.  And  it  now  remains 
to  answer  the  inquiry  how  it  should  happen  that  so  many — so  vast  a  ma- 
jority— escape  epidemics,  when  the  causes  are  so  general  ?  And  it  may 
be,  first  of  all,  remarked  tliat  this  inquiry  can  with  equal  propriety  be  ex- 
tended to  sporadic  as  to  epidemic  diseases ;  for  nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  find  a  malady  of  great  and  mortal  violence  attack  one  member  of 
a  family — one  child,  for  example^  of  the  same  parents — who  has  breathed 
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from  birth  the  same  air,  been  nourished  by  the  same  food,  and  lived  in 
the  same  house — whilst  the  remainder,  perhaps  to  the  number  of  six  or 
eight,  remain  in  perfect  health. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  a  constitutional  appetency  to  receive  certain 
morbid  impressions,  which  is  connatural.  It  is  thus  that  certain  diseases 
are  occasionally,  and  often  at  long  distances,  renewed,  which  have  been 
deemed  entirely  extinct.  They  do  not  appear  because  the  peculiarity  to 
receive,  sustain  and  endure  them  has  been  long  wanting.  And  again 
they  do  appear,  because  the  long  lost  susceptibility  is  renewed.  In  such 
an  instance  as  we  have  above  noticed,  and  numerous  others,  this  predispo- 
sition may  be  transmitted  from  ancestors  so  remote  that  they,  and  their 
maladies  and  memories,  have  perished  from  the  earth. 

Parental,  filial,  or  fraternal  diseases,  or  their  predispositions,  like  those  of 
less  ancestral  antiquity,  are  apt  to  affect  more  than  one,  often  many,  and 
sometimes  all,  the  members  of  a  family.  Such  hereditary  peculiarities 
may,  each  and  all  of  them,  extend  to  a  greater  liability  to  be  affected  by 
atmospheric  impressions,  general  or  local,  as  well  as  to  miasm,  miasma  and 
miasmata — to  fomes  and  fomites — to  disorders  arising  from  the  mind — 
to  systematic  affections  from  slight  accidents,  and  to  local  marks  of  serious 
mischief,  such  as  cancer,  from  systematic  affections.  To  which  may  be 
added,  on  the  one  hand,  such  a  propensity  to  be  affected  with  contagious 
diseases  as  that  they  can  scarce  escape  at  any  distance;  and  on  the  other, 
such  an  obtuseness  that  they  cannot  be  received  by  reiterated  propinquity. 
Instances  even  occur,  in  which  some  pertinaciously  resist  inoculation  ; 
one  of  which  is  now  in  my  own  vicinity,  in  the  person  of  a  young  lady, 
to  whom  I  have  as  yet  found  it  impossible  to  communicate  the  vaccine 
disease.  Very  slight  exposure  to  the  presumed  causes  of  yellow  fever, 
spotted  fever,  scarlatina,  and  typhous  fever,  produce  the  one  or  other  in 
some,  whilst  vast  multitudes  of  persons,  altogether  more  in  the  way  of 
them,  entirely  escape.  Such  instances  of  immunity  are  so  common,  so 
numerous,  and  so  widely  extended,  as  by  no  means  to  render  it  necessary 
to  adduce  particular  cases.  But  instances  of  extreme  susceptibility  being 
more  rare,  more  interesting,  and  more  evincive  of  the  positions  which  we 
think  that  nature  assumes  in  her  mysterious  and  recondite  operations,  are 
worthy  of  attention. 

Professor  Montanna,  of  Mexico,  in  his  account  of  spotted  fever  in  that 
city,  relates  the  case  of  a  young  man  who  had  the  disease  four  times,  and 
that  no  one  of  his  attacks  was  short,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  one  long 
and  protracted.  When  the  last  attack  left  him  free  of  fever,  he  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies,  but  upon  his  return  he  was  immediately  seized  a  fifth 
time,  and  broke  out  in  an  immense  number  of  dark  purple  spots.* 

We  will  give  another  instance,  which  is,  if  possible,  still  more  wonder- 
ful, of  morbid  susceptibility  in  the  same  family,  and  which  affected  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  about  the  same  period.  The  disease  was  dry  mortifica- 
tion. A  family  by  the  name  of  Downing,  in  Suffolk,  Eng.,  consisting  of 
a  father,  mother,  and  five  children,  besides  an  infant  at  the  breast,  were 
affected  with  a  disease  in  the  feet  and  legs,  of  which  one  of  the  five  chil- 

*  Spots  on  the  skill  in  this  fever"  were  critical  in  Mexico,  and  portended  recovery.  We  have  not 
found  that  they  were  «o  consiilered  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
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dren  died,  and  the  father,  mother,  and  other  four  children,  lost  eleven  of 
their  feet,  leavin<r  only  one  foot  out  of  twelve.  Some  of  them  lost  the 
leg  with  the  foot,  and  the  infant  afterwards  died  with  "  blackened  legs." 
Sir  George  Baker,  M.D.,  who  was  physician  to  George  III.,  suspected, 
as  it  appears,  bad  or  spurred  rye  as  the  cause.  But  upon  inquiry  he 
found  that  this  doomed  family  ate  no  rye  at  all,  but  that  they  lived  upon 
wheat.  It  was,  however,  damaged  by  having  lain  out  in  the  rain  after  it 
was  cut  down  in  the  field,  until  it  was  shrunk  and  discolored,  although  it 
was  not  mildewed  nor  sprouted,  but  blackened.  The  Downing  family 
was  poor,  and  bought  this  article  because  it  was  cheaper  than  wheat  which 
was  not  discolored.  Yet  no  one  apprehended  its  being  unwholesome,  for 
many  other  poor  families  lived  upon  bread  made  of  it,  and  even  the 
farmer  who  raised  it  used  it  in  his  own  family.  Yet  no  one  lost  either  life 
or  limb,  except  the  Downing  family. 

Spotted  fever  has  been  supposed  to  be  a  new  disease ;  but  as  the  In- 
dians of  Mexico  had  a  name  lor  it,  we  consider  this  as  a  mistake  ;  for 
diseases,  as  well  as  plants  and  animals,  for  which  the  aboriginals  had  names, 
must  have  been  known  to  them  before  their  acquaintance  with  their  Euro- 
pean conquerors — and  this,  more  than  any  other  circumstance,  serves  to 
distinguish  native  productions  from  those  which  are  exotic.  The  Indian 
name  of  spotted  fever  was  matlalt  zahaut. 

Notwithstanding  these  hereditary,  constitutional,  filial,  fraternal,  or  ac 
quired  predispositions,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  causes  of  fever  may 
be  so  concentrated  as  to  affect  persons,  and  a  great  many  of  them,  who 
have  no  peculiar  predisposition  or  idiosyncrasy.  Yet,  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  example  of  the  Downings  a  susceptibility  which  no  one  else  possessed, 
so  we  find  a  great  many  imn]unities  which  no  epidemic  ever  yet  overcame. 

It  is  a  fact  respecting  malignant  and  mortal  fevers,  that  they  never 
spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  territory  at  once.  Yellow  fever  has  from 
time  to  time  visited  many  of  our  cities  with  considerable  loss  of  life,  but 
never  any  extent  of  country.  Spotted  fever,  on  the  contrary,  was  most 
prevalent  and  mortal  in  country  places. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  distinguish  the  active  inflam- 
mation of  the  former,  from  the  engorgement  of  the  latter — two  states 
liable  to  be  confounded  by  the  inexperienced,  in  the  patient,  and  also  in 
post-mortem  inspections.  In  engorgement,  the  patient  has  red  cheeks 
without  heat,  which  bystanders  always  suppose  to  be  great,  from  their 
often  high  color,  and  will  not  be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  unless  they 
are  told  to  apply  their  hand  to  the  part,  which  is  actually  cool.  We 
have  often  noticed  this  in  typhous  fever,  in  which  we  refer  the  pain  in 
the  back  and  limbs  to  the  engorgement  of  small  bloodvessels,  of  and  about 
the  spinal  cord — but  not  to  inflammation  of  that  part,  as  Dr.  Armstrong 
supposed.  When  there  is  heat  in  diseases  of  the  typhoid  kind,  it  is  prickly, 
and  gives  a  very  different  sensation  to  the  finger  ends  from  the  heat  of 
phlogosis.  There  is  another  distinction.  If  there  be  considerable  heat 
in  typhus,  it  is  often  very  unequally  distributed,  one  part  being  hot,  whilst 
other  parts  are  cooler  than  in  health.  In  inflammatory  fevers,  especially 
of  a  high  grade,  the  heat  is  universal.  It  is  sufficiently  singular  that  Dr. 
Armstrong,  although  he  insists  that  there  is  visceral  inflammation  in  ty- 
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phus,  yet  does  not  admit  it  to  be  a  cause  of  the  febrile  affection.  He  re- 
fers it  either  to  the  effect  of  the  excitement  of  fever,  or  to  cold,  or  to  some 
other  common  cause  of  fever  operating  with  the  contagion — it  being  to 
the  latter  that  he  imputes  the  production  and  cause  of  typhus  fevers.  His 
assumption  that  the  spinal  marrow  becomes  inflamed,  is  surely  of  itsell 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  most  sombre  symptoms.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  it  has  no  existence  in  typhus  fever,  and  tliat  it  is  a  state  of  the 
part  which  very  rarely  exists  at  all  ;  and  that  if  it  did,  consequences  much 
more  serious  would  ensue  than  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs.  Indeed  we  do 
not  now  recollect  a  single  instance  in  which  inflammation  of  that  part  has 
ever  been  ascertained,  except  one.  This  was  a  fatal  case  of  hydropho- 
bia, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  a  post-mortem  examination  was 
made,  and  that  part  found  inflamed,  and  which  w^as  deemed  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  horrid  spasms  which  the  deceased  had  suffered. 


GUN-SHOT   WOUND— A   CASE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  think  the  following  of  sufficient  consequence,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  make  it  public. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  1st,  1840,  I  was  called  to  Mr.  A.  J.,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  received  a  severe  gun-shot  wound.  On  my 
arrival,  I  found  the  sufferer,  a  wheelwright  of  27  years,  tall,  very  ac- 
tive and  athletic,  bleeding  quite  freely  from  an  extensive  wound  of  the 
chest.  The  charge  of  his  fowling-piece,  consisnng  of  No.  4  and  B.  B. 
shot,  accidentally  exploding,  had  entered  the  left  breast,  opposite  the  4th 
rib,  near  the  lower  edge  of  the  pectoralis  major,  passed  upward  and  back- 
ward, shattered  the  clavicle,  and  passed  out  at  a  large  opening  over  the 
upper  edge  of  the  scapula,  having  injured  this  bone  in  its  progress.  The 
patient  had  been  wounded  at  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  home,  had 
walked  two  miles  and  ridden  four  more,  and,  by  the  best  information,  had 
lost  much  blood.  Exhausted,  cold,  with  a  low,  weak  pulse,  and  oppressed 
with  anxiety  as  to  the  future  prospects  of  his  family,  he  was  rapidly  sink- 
ing. Stimulants,  as  brandy  and  other  alcoholic  liquors,  having  been  freely 
administered,  he  rallied,  and  soon  gave  evidence  of  a  moderate  re-action. 

The  haemorrhage  still  continuing,  and  pulsation  existing  in  the  left  bra- 
chial artery,  I  proceeded  to  remove,  from  the  superior  wound,  the  medley 
of  shot,  clothing,  bone,  coagula,  &;c.,  with  which  it  was  filled,  and  finding 
an  increased  flow  of  blood,  dressed  the  wounds  very  closely  with  lint  and 
adhesive  straps,  on  the  principle  of  the  tampon  in  uterine  haemorrhage, 
\nstead  of  enlarging  the  wound  and  seeking  for  any  bleeding  vessel.  Dr. 
L.  L.  Miller,  of  Providence,  for  whom,  permit  me  here  to  express  my 
respect  and  esteem,  now  arrived  ;  and  we  shortly  removed  the  first  dress- 
ing and  sought  to  cleanse  the  wound  yet  farther — there  being  no  serious 
haemorrhage.  In  the  course  of  the  dressing,  an  additional  amount  of 
clothing  and  shot  were  obtained  ;  the  outer  half  of  the  clavicle,  together 
with  its  scapular  articulation,  with  small  portions  of  the  scapula,  were  re- 
moved, an  incision  having  been  extended  over  the  shoulder.     No  trace  of 
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the  acromion  was  discoverable.  The  pulsations  of  the  subclavian  were 
distinctly  visible  after  the  completion  of  the  cleansing.  A  light  dressing 
was  applied,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed,  congratulating  himself  on  his  firm- 
ness under  "  knife-work." 

There  had  been,  from  the  first  moment  of  the  injury,  an  expectoration 
of  blood,  which  continued  at  intervals  during  the  dressing.  This,  how- 
ever, soon  ceased,  and  went  off  altogether  after  the  second  day  ;  neither 
was  there  any  soreness  of  the  lungs,  nor  any  difficulty  in  respiration. 

Nov.  2d. — Slept  tolerably  well  without  any  opiate  ;  had  some  pain  in 
wounds  ;  is  now  comfortable  ;  pulse  full,  but  little  quickened.  R.  Magnes. 
sulpli.     Low  diet ;  perfect  rest  ;  light  dressing. 

Evening.  Salts  have  operated  freely  ;  pulse  not  so  full,  soft ;  but  litde 
pain  ;  wound  doing  well ;  ordered  bread  and  milk  poultice. 

The  inflammatory  symptoms,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  were  mild, 
and  yielded  readily  to  simple  remedies;  the  magnes.  sulphas  was  em- 
ployed pro  re  nata,  and  fully  superseded  the  lancet,  venesection  not 
having  been  once  resorted  to  in  the  entire  period  of  treatment.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  a  perfectly  healthy  suppuration  took  place,  with 
sphacelation  of  the  burnt  and  contused  parts,  accompanied  by  the  dis- 
charge of  spiculoe  of  bone  and  an  occasional  shot.  Low  diet  was  perse- 
vered in,  whilst  a  disposition  to  excessive  inflammation  was  suspected  ; 
the  wounds  dressed  with  mild  poultices  of  bread  and  milk,  slippery  elm, 
and  other  mucilaginous  substances,  and  subsequently  with  simple  ointment 
and  stimulants,  according  to  indication. 

In  the  third  week  after  the  injury,  a  bone  was  detected  occupying  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  sinus,  midway  between  the  wounds.  The  sinus 
was  consequently  laid  open,  and  an  attempt  made  to  dislodge,  what 
seemed  a  source  of  much  irritation.  Finding  it  very  firm,  I  delayed  the 
attempt  at  removal,  and  subsequently,  with  the  bone  forceps,  obtained  a 
portion  of  the  bone,  of  the  size  of  two  joints  of  the  forefinger — the  lowest 
part  of  the  remaining  mass  being  sensitive.  This,  Dr.  Miller  coincided 
with  me  in  calling  the  shattered  acromion,  drawn  forward  by  the  pecto- 
ralis  minor.  Other  nameless  pieces  of  bone  continued  to  come  away, 
sometimes  ornamented  with  a  flattened  shot. 

In  the  fourth  week,  unpleasant  cerebral  symptoms  manifested  them- 
selves; occasional  wanderings;  a  full,  hard  pulse  ;  constipation,  and  heat 
of  the  surface.  These,  however,  yielded  to  the  free  use  of  saline  purga- 
tives, conjoined  with  low  diet. 

In  the  course  of  the  treatment,  opiates  became  necessary ;  and  after 
the  employment  of  the  pulv.  ip.  et  op.  comp.,  the  pil.  op.,  opium  com- 
bined with  camphor,  and  the  morph.  acet.,  resort  was  had  to  the  endermic 
method.  In  consequence  of  the  pain  in  the  wounds  on  cleansing,  result- 
ing, it  is  presumable,  from  the  exposure  of  several  nerves,  I  usually  ap- 
plied to  the  sore  surfaces,  when  dressing  them,  about  a  grain  of  the 
morph,  acet.,  and  was  gratified  in  observing  the  immediate  ease  resultmg 
therefrom.  Some  constipation  of  the  bowels  appeared  to  be  caused  in  dus 
way,  but  no  other  unpleasant  effect  was  produced. 

On  the  41st  day,  Mr.  J.  left  his  room  for  the  first  time,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  a  week  walked  out.     During  the  11th  week  he  recommenced 
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labor.  He  has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  labors  of  his 
trade,  enjoys  good  health,  can  use  the  drawing  knife  and  doubled-handed 
saw,  and,  at  one  period,  had  gained  36  pounds  of  flesh.  The  wounds 
have  been  entirely  healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  point  sufficient  to  allow 
the  passage  of  a  shot.  The  cicatrix  occasionally  is  irritated  by  the  chaf- 
ing of  the  dress,  and  becomes  slightly  sore.  The  left  shoulder  is  thrown 
forward,  has  lost  its  rotundity,  and  is  smaller  than  the  right — the  bony 
structures  being  very  perceptible.  The  deltoid  is  very  thin  and  attenuated 
— the  humerus  cannot  be  raised  from  the  body,  but  is  capable  of  the  other 
motions.     The  arm  is  very  strong  and  useful. 

The  points  of  most  interest  seemed  to  be,  the  excision  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  clavicle,  the  escape  of  the  subclavian  from  injury,  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  shoulder,  and  the  mildness  of  the  cerebral  symptoms. 
In  a  case  of  injury  from  a  gun,  coming  under  my  care  a  year  previous,  there 
was  a  laceration  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck  and  face,  a  division  of  the 
temporal  and  facial  arteries,  a  fracture  of  both  jaws  and  of  the  zygoma. 
Symptoms  were  favorable  until  the  third  week,  when  an  inflammation  within 
the  cranium  occurred,  and,  despite  the  most  careful  treatment,  destroyed 
the  patient  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  week.  Difference  of  age  and  variety 
of  location  of  the  wound,  may  have  had  a  powerful  influence  (this  latter 
patient  being  17  years  old),  in  producing  such  different  results.  What 
this  was,  may  be  a  curious  question,  as  while  in  the  one  case  we  see  the 
most  active  treatment  ineffectual,  in  the  other  we  have  the  most  simple 
means  crowned  with  entire  success. 

FawtucJcet,  R.  L,  May  31sif,  1841.  Yours  truly. 

Benj.'  H.  West,  M.D. 


REPORT    OF    CASES    OF    TYPHUS    FEVER    AT    THE    ERIE    COUNTY 

ALMS-HOUSE. 

BY    AUSTIN    FLINT,  M.D.,    ATTENDING    PHYSICIAN. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  I.  Convalescence  on  the  \Ath  day. — Joseph  Mahood,  French- 
man, aged  about  35.  Previously  in  good  health.  Taken  suddenly  with 
headache,  pain  in  extremities  and  general  malaise.  Thought  he  had 
taken  cold  from  exposure,  undressed,  at  night,  in  attendance  upon  some 
epileptic  patients.  Calomel  and  jalap,  aa  gr.  x.,  was  prescribed.  The 
next  day  did  not  present  himself  at  the  daily  visit,  but  subsequently  ap- 
plied to  the  resident  pupil  for  an  emetic,  who  gave  him  p.  ipecac,  and 
calomel.  He  was  not  relieved,  but  kept  about  until  the  29th  January, 
six  days  after  the  attack,  when  I  commenced  visiting  him  in  his  ward. 
Found  him  on  this  day  with  pulse  moderately  accelerated,  tongue  furred, 
trembling  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  in  speaking,  as  if  from  mental  agita- 
tion. Complained  of  cephalalgia,  pains  in  loins  and  extremities.  Directed 
p.  Dov.,  gr.  iv.  mane  et  vespere. 

7th  day. — Symptoms  same.     Eyes  somewhat  injected ;  pain  especially 
over  eyes,  and   in  the  calves   of  legs ;  anorexia ;  slight   cough ;  pulse 
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moderately  accelerated,  and  frequently  intermitting.  II.  P.  Dov.  gr.  iv. ; 
ros.  camph.,  gr.  ii.     Ter  in  die. 

8lh  day. — Symi)toins  same.  Thirst  is  moderate;  skin  natural.  Resi- 
dent pupil  reports  lliat  in  afternoon  there  is  exacerbation  of  fever;  on 
careful  examination  of  abdomen  pain  is  produced  by  sudden  pressure  over 
every  part,  altliough  moderate  and  deliberate  pressure  is  borne  without 
complaint.  Five  or  six  liquid  dejections.  The  ivhole  abdomen,  upper 
extremities  and  face,  are  covered  with  rose-colored  eruption.  There 
appears  to  be  none  on  lower  extremities.*  Quantity  of  urine  diminished. 
No  tenderness  over  spine.  Cont.  med.  Apply.  Emp.  vesicat.  6  by  6  to 
abdomen.     Allow  cold  water  ad  libitum. 

9th  day,  A.  M. — Reports  feeling  better.  Pulse  less  accelerated  ;  no 
intermission  during  examination,  compressible,  and  the  pulsations  diffuse, 
i.  e.,  the  volume  of  artery  not  appreciable.  Greater  exacerbation  than 
usual  last  evening;  five  or  six  liquid  dejections.  Was  sleeping  on  my 
entrance,  during  which  frequent  depressions  of  the  angles  of  the  mouth 
were  observed.     Rose  spots  still  numerous,  but  paler. 

11th  day,  A.  M. — Great  prostration;  indisposition  to  reply  to  ques- 
tions. Says  "  it  is  useless."  Pulse  more  frequent,  compressible.  Pun- 
gent heat  of  skin.  Contractions  of  muscles  of  the  mouth  during  sleep. 
Rose  spots  less  apparent.  Tongue  moist,  loaded  at  body  and  root,  furred 
at  tip.  Moderate  diarrhoea  continues.  Desires  only  cold  water.  Deli- 
rious last  evening.     Medicine  has  been  continued,  and  is  still  directed. 

12th  day,  A.  M. — Has  remained  in  a  dozing  state  since  yesterday 
P.  M.  Mind  wandering  during  the  night.  Passed  three  or  four  evacua- 
tions in  bed,  apparently  not  without  consciousness,  but  through  indifference. 
Cheeks  are  now  flushed  ;  pulse  moderately  accelerated,  and  rather  hard  ; 
skin  natural ;  tongue  moist  and  thinly  coated.  When  asked  where  he 
has  pain,  says  he  does  not  know.  Rose  spots  apparent,  but  pale.  Con- 
tinue treatment. 

13th  day,  A.  M. — General  aspect  decidedly  better;  expression  less 
dull ;  mind  more  clear ;  tongue  dry  ;  pulse  moderately  accelerated,  and 
moderately  hard  ;  some  pain  on  pressure  of  abdomen  ;  four  or  five  de- 
jections, which  have  been  passed  in  stool ;  urine  abundant  and  natural ; 
no  delirium  last  night ;  rose  spots  scarcely  perceptible. 

14th  day,  A.  M. — Continues  better.  Last  night,  for  the  first  time, 
perspired  freely  ;  pulse  and  skin  natural ;  slept  well.  This  morning  de- 
sires bread  and  butter,  and  ate  some  with  relish  ;  tongue  moist. 

With  this  assemblage  of  symptoms  the  patient  was  considered  conta- 
lescent.  From  this  date  he  slowly  recovered  his  appetite  and  strength. 
Moderate  diarrhoea  continued  for  several  days,  for  which  the  p.  Dov.  and 
camphor  was  continued  at  night.  He  has  continued  well  up  to  this  date, 
a  period  of  nearly  two  months. 

Case  II.  Death  on  the  lOth  day  of  disease.  Autopsy. — Burnor, 
French  woman,  aged  about  45,  was  observed  to  be  ill  on  the  4tli  February, 
two  days  before  the  convalescence  of  case  No.  1.  This  woman  was 
previously  in  good  health.  Had  been  an  inmate  of  the  house  a  year, 
and  had  never  required  a  medical  prescription.     At  the  time  of  her  at- 

*  The  lower  extremiiies  were  not  minutely  enough  examined  for  the  eruption. 
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tack  she  was  nursing  a  daughter  with  pneumonia,  and  occupying  the  same 
bed  with  her.  She  appeared  to  be  deficient  in  intellect.  Being  unable 
to  speak  English,  her  s}Mnptoms  were  not  definitely  made  out.  Appeared 
to  be  dull  and  heavy,  with  the  indications  of  general  malaise.  Tongue 
coated.  She  kept  about  until  the  8th  February.  Calomel  and  jalap,  aa 
gr.  X.  was  prescrihed  on  the  7th.  On  the  8th  the  resident  pupil  observed 
rose  spots,  numerous  and  vivid,  over  the  chest.  He  perceived  them 
without  any  intention  of  seeking  for  them. 

10th. — Great  prostration  ;  skin  cool ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  mode- 
rately accelerated,  diffuse;  tongue  coated  and  dry,  with  papillae  distinct. 
On  inquiry,  through  an  interpreter,  says  she  feels  ill  all  over ;  complains 
of  no  particular  pain  ;  sudden  pressure  of  abdomen  produces  shrinking 
and  expressions  of  pain  ;  abdomen  large  and  soft,  no  meteorism.  Dis- 
charges from  the  bowels  for  the  first  three  days  cannot  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained. They  have  not  been  more  than  three  or  four  in  number,  and 
these  small.     Emp.  vesical.  8  by  3  to  abdomen.     P.  rhei,  grs.  xv. 

12th,  9th  day  of  disease,  A.  M. — Almost  entire  insensibility.  Has 
not  spoken,  nor  indicated  a  wish,  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  Can  be 
roused  sufficiently  to  endeavor  to  protrude  her  tongue,  which  is  imper- 
fectly performed.  Tongue  encrusted  with  a  dry,  hard  coat ;  pulse  im- 
perceptible ;  respiration  easy,  and  not  unnatural.  Resident  pupil  reports 
that  exacerbation  at  evening  was  distinct ;  skin  hot  and  pungent ;  pulse 
small,  very  frequent  and  intermitting  ;  no  dejections  since  morning  of  the 
10th  ;  rose  spots  not  apparent.  Pressure  on  abdomen  immediately  rouses 
the  patient,  and  occasions  expressions  of  pain.  Vesication  was  imperfect. 
Directed,  Enema  sol.  mur.  sodc-e  ;  emp.  vesicat.  10  by  10,  re-applied  to 
abdomen  ;  spiritus  ammoniae  aromat. 

13th,  10th  day. — Vesicating  plaster  produced  very  slight  impression 
Died,  tranquilly,  at  7,  P.  M. 

Autopsy  fifteen  hours  after  death. — Emaciation  slight ;  limbs  rigid  ; 
abdomen  not  meteorized. 

Chest. — No  adhesions;  structure  of  lungs  healthy;  external  surface 
mottled  with  dark  lines. 

Abdomen. — External  aspect  of  viscera  healthy ;  caecum  considerably 
distended  with  gas  ;  small  and  large  intestines  without  gas,  and  otherwise 
quite  empty.  On  opening  intestinal  canal  from  stomach  to  colon,  con- 
tents slight,  colored  apparently  with  bile,  in  some  portions  yellowish,  in 
others  of  a  dark-brown  color,  and  of  the  consistence  of  gruel.  Internal 
surface  of  stomach  healthy  ;  mucous  membrane  natural  and  firm.  The 
only  unnatural  appearance  was  apparently  hypertrophy  and  induration  of 
the  cellular  and  muscular  coats  of  the  lower  fundus.  It  was  observed  on 
dividing  the  coats  with  the  scissors  that  they  cut  like  cartilage.  The  great- 
er portion  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  caecum  presented  small  vessels  in- 
jected. It  contained  moderate  quantity  of  matter  of  consistence  of  gruel, 
with  fecal  odor.  At  the  point  where  the  ileum  terminates,  and  for  two 
or  three  inches  above,  Peyer's  glands  were  numerous  and  distinct,  pre- 
senting patches  from  the  size  of  a  sixpence  to  that  of  a  shilling,  with 
dark  points.  They  were  perhaps  slightly  elevated,  and  the  mucous  mem- 
brane somewhat  less  firm.  Ascending  the  ileum,  similar  patches  pre. 
s  ently  occurred,  of  good  form.    Portions  along  the  whole  track  of  the  smal 
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intestines,  from  two  to  six  inches  in  length,  occurred,  in  whicli  the  minute 
vessels  were  injected.  Some  were  evidently  the  venous  radicles,  for  the 
blood  in  the  nearest  venous  trunks  could  be  pressed  back  into  them,  dis- 
placing that  which  is  of  an  arterial  color.  In  other  instances,  i\w  florid 
color  s°eemed  to  pervade  the  membrane.  In  these  portions  the  calibre  of 
intestine  was  somewhat  diminished.  These  evidences  of  congestion  and 
inflammation  had  manifestly  no  connection  with  the  glands  of  Peyer. 
Sometimes  an  elliptical  patch  was  found  in  these  portions,  but  they  did  not 
participate  more  than  other  portions,  and  frequently  they  were  not  present. 
The  duodenum  and  upper  portion  of  jejunum  were  deeply  tinged  with 
bile,  and  the  membrane,  after  the  coloring  matter  was  rubbed  off,  exhibited 
injected  capillaries  and  red  points.  Mesenteric  glands  not  enlarged  ;  ap- 
pendix vermiformis  about  four  inches  long,  and  filled  with  a  dark  sub- 
stance resembling  moistened  earth.  Internal  surface  dotted  throughout 
with  dark  points. 

Liver  enlarged,  structure  healthy.  Gall-hlachhr,  filled  with  yellowish 
bile.  Spleen  enlarged.  Pancreas  natural.  Bladder  moderately  dis- 
tended with  urine.      Uterus  and  kidneys  not  minutely  inspected. 

Head  (owing  to  fatigue  and  exhaustion  from  previous  exertions)  not 
examined. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


CYANOSIS   OF   INFANTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, Probably  most  physicians,  who  have  practised  midwifery  much, 

have  been  many  times  called  to  prescribe  for  cyanosis  of  infants  ;  and  if 
their  success  in  the  treatment  of  the  cases  they  may  have  been  called  to, 
has  been  no  more  satisfactory  than  my  own  was  formerly,  they  will  be 
glad  of  any  hint  that  may  lead  to  a  more  happy  result. 

For  the  last  three  or  four  years,  when  the  infant,  soon  after  birth,  in- 
stead of  a  good  generous  crying,  makes  a  little  groaning  noise,  with  the 
features  of  the  face  contracted,  and  the  color  of  a  bluish  cast,  which  I 
believe  always  accompanies  this  peculiar  groaning;  or  when  I  arri  called, 
perhaps  a  few  days  after  its  birth,  to  an  infant  whose  respiration  is  by  fits 
almost  suspended,  and  the  surface  cold,  moist, shrunken  and  blue,  with  an 
occasional  groan,  1  immediately  direct  a  plaster,  composed  of  molasses 
candy  sufficiently  softened  with  brandy  to  spread,  well  sprinkled  over  with 
crated  nutmeg,  to  be  applied  warm  over  the  whole  thorax  and  abdomen  to 
The  umbilicus,'^ to  be  renewed  every  twelve  hours  ;  with  the  internal  use  of 
mist,  assafoet.  by  the  mouth,  and  by  enema  ;  and  it  has  been  attended 
with  almost  instantaneous  and  permanent  relief  in  almost  every  instance. 
Boston,  May  22, 1841.  .  E.  Buck. 


OPERATION   FOR    CURVATURE   OF  THE  SPINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  notice,  in   this  day's  Journal,   of  my  operation  on 
the  muscles  of  the  back,  which  you  witnessed  on  the  25th  of  May  last, 
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you  give  me  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  divide  these  muscles  in  this 
country,  for  the  cure  of  curvature  of  the  spine.  Dr.  Inches,  of  this 
city,  performed  very  much  the  same  operation,  on  a  lad,  a  few  days  be- 
fore, and  I  think  it  probable  it  may  have  been  also  done  in  some  of  our 
southern  cities,  although  I  have  seen  no  notice  of  it.  Yours  truly, 
June  2d,  1841.      '  J.  B.  Brown. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JUNE      9,     1841. 


PRACTICAL  TREATISE   ON  THE   DISEASES   OF   CHILDREN.* 

The  author  of  this  work  introduced  himself  to  the  very  favorable  notice 
of  his  medical  brethren,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  his  translation  of 
Billard's  admirable  bookon  the  Diseases  of  Infants.  Excellent,  however, 
as  Billard's  work  undoubtedly  is,  as  a  contribution  to  the  pathology  of 
infantile  diseases,  and  in  this  respect  it  is  incomparably  superior  to  any 
other  work  in  French  or  English — yet  upon  the  great  subject  of  therapeu- 
tics it  is  well  nigh  valueless.  The  science  is  studied  with  care  and  illus- 
trated with  talent,  but  the  art  is  neglected.  The  principles  are  laid  down 
wisely  and  well,  but  their  application  to  practice  is  passed  over  as  some- 
thing beneath  the  dignity  of  science.  A  void,  therefore,  still  remained. 
A  work  was  wanting,  in  which,  advantage  being  taken  of  the  researches 
of  Baron,  Billard,  Valleix  and  Berton,  the  knowledge  they  have  collected 
and  the  principles  they  have  established  should  be  applied  to  practice,  and 
made  available  in  the  every-day  business  of  professional  life.  This  de- 
sideratum has  been  felt  for  a  long  time  by  American  practitioners.  The 
works  of  Dewees  and  Eberle  on  children,  though  not  without  value  as 
guides  in  practice,  were  too  decidedly  behind  the  age  in  everything  re- 
lating to  the  science  of  medicine.  A  good  work  on  the  diseases  of  chil- 
dren, scientific,  yet  practical,  fully  up  with  the  times  in  pathology,  yet 
having  for  its  main  feature  attention  to  therapeutics,  was  yet  to  be  written. 
To  the  composition  of  such  a  work,  Dr.  Stewart  has  devoted  himself, 
and  the  product  of  his  industry  and  zeal  is  now  before  us.  The  arrange- 
ment adopted  is  based  on  the  different  systems  affected  by  diseased  action. 
Thus  we  have  first  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory,  then  of  the  circulatory, 
then  the  digestive  system,  &c.  This  classification,  akin  to  that  of  Good, 
though  not  free  from  objections,  has  some  great  advantages,  and  chief 
among  these  we  place  one  of  which  Dr.  S.  has  availed  himself;  viz.,  it 
enables  the  writer,  in  a  physiological  introduction  (proem,  as  excellent  old 
Good  calls  it),  to  give  a  succinct  view  of  the  system  in  health,  after  which 
the  student  is  prepared  to  go,  understandingly,  into  the  consideration  of 
its  diseases.  Dr.  S.  also  gives  a  short  account  (too  short,  we  think)  of  the 
peculiarities  of  each  system  in  the  child.  This  is  of  very  great  value,  and 
might  with  advantage  be  extended.  There  is  also  a  general  introduction, 
in  which  the  subject  of  infantile  general  pathology  and  therapeutics  is 
discussed.     The  principles  which   should  guide  us  are  laid  down.     The 

*  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  by  James  Stewart,  M.D.    New  Yorlc  -.  Wiley  & 
Putnam,  1841. 
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leading  idea  here  is  that  most  of  the  diseases  of  children  depend  for  their 
peculiarities  ou  the  extreme  activity  of  the  process  of  growth— this  pro- 
cess giving  rise  to  an  action  in  the  capillaries  near  akin  to  inflammation. 
This ''is  certainly  true,  and  accounts  for  the  extreme  violence  of  diseased 
action  at  that  time.  From  a  consideration  of  this  peculiarity  of  infantile 
disease,  Dr.  S.  deduces  the  general  rule  for  the  treatment  of  the  acute 
affections  of  children— viz.,  let'the  disease  be  met  at  the  onset  with  prompt 
and  vigorous  means. 

Having  stated  thus  his  aeneral  principles,  the  Dr.  proceeds  to  the  con- 
sideration of  individual  diseases.  Here,  of  course,  our  limits  will  not  al- 
low us  to  follow  him;  we  can  therefore  only  commend  the  work  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers  and  to  their  favor.  It  evinces  industry,  research 
and  thought,  and  is  creditable  to  the  author,  and  we  doubt  not  that  U  will 
both  extend  and  elevate  his  reputation. 


Exposition  of  Medical  Treatment,  cf-c— Such  is  part  of  the  title  of  a 
pamphlet  sent  to  us  through  the  post  office,  last  week,  signed  by  an  indi- 
vidual who  considers  himself  most  seriously  injured  by  the  medications  of 
a  man  whom  he  calls  S.  M.  Watson.  The  writer  is  Mr.  D.  P.  Byrne,  No. 
22  Williams  street,  Boston.  There  is  an  intimation  that  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Byrne's  animadversion,  is  really  and  truly  Simon,  instead  of  S.  M. 
Watson.  If  one  half  only  said  by  the  poor  debilitated  deponent,  is  to  be 
received  as  veritable,  the  man  who  thus  imposed  upon  him  should  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  as  one  that  ought  to  be  universally  avoided.  This 
same  individual  is  represented  to  have  publicly  declared,  a  while  since,  at 
a  meeting  in  the  Marlboro'  Chapel,  "  I  have  drawn,  in  the  course  of  my 
treatment  in  Boston,  one  hundred  barrels  of  blood,  and  given  forty-nine 
pounds  of  calomel  ".'  A  friend  at  the  table  says  the  time  is  three  or  four 
years.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons,  probably,  why  he  is  held  in  utter  de- 
testation and  horror  by  thinking,  reflecting,  life-loving  people.  Ten  years 
more  of  such  practice  would  do  something  towards  depopulating  the  city. 

Deferred  Communications. — Several  valuable  articles,  prepared  for  this 
Journal  with  commendable  care,  have  been  deferred,  principally  on  ac- 
count of  their  length,  beyond  the  time  allotted  in  our  general  arrangement. 
Thev  will  not  be  forgotten,  however,  although  we  have  been  compelled  to 
forego  their  insertion  for  a  time.  Notwithstanding  the  frequency  with 
which  the  Journal  appears,  matter  is  constantly  accumulating,  even  from 
remote  parts  of  the  Union,  faster  than  it  can  be  inserted.  It  is  a  rule  of 
the  office  to  which  we  are  compelled  to  adhere — first  come,  first  served,  in 
all  cases  where  the  great  length  of  an  article  does  not  prevent ;  yet  no  one 
shall  knowingly  be  neglected. 

American  Medical  Libranj.—A  new  series  of  this  work  is  proposed  by 
Mr.  Waldie,  to  appear  monthly— subscription  price  15,00,  to  be  always 
paid  in  advance.  If  it  should  receive  encouragement,  the  first  No.  is  to 
appear  in  July.  He  is  positively  sick  of  trusting— and  who  that  ever  had 
an  interest  in  a  periodical  of  any  kind,  is  not  ? 

Berkshire  School  of  Medicine. —By  looking  at  the  advertisement  in  this 
day's  Journal,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  institution  has  made   important 
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additions  to  the  board  of  faculty.  Dr.  McClintock  is  becoming  a  favorite, 
even  in  Mas>:achusetts — where,  if  he  succeeds,  he  may  be  sure  of  sailing 
anywhere  with  a  fair  anatomical  fame. 


Board  of  Naval  Surgeons. — W.  P.  C.  Barton,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia* 
President;  Baily  Washington,  M.D.,  Washington  ;  Samuel  Jackson,  M.D., 
New  York;  Benj.  F.  Bache,  M.D.,  Ohio;  G.  R.  B.  Horner,  M.D.,  Phila- 
delphia, constitute  a  board  for  examining  persons  desirous  of  being  ad- 
mitted Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  Navy.  They  convened  at  Philadelphia 
on  Wednesday,  June  2d.  Dr.  Harris  declined  serving,  on  account  of 
indisposition. 

Obstrtiction  in  the  Throat. — Mr.  Pilcher  related  the  following  instruc- 
tive case  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical   Society  of  London.     The   pa- 
tient, a  widow,  aged  43,  without  children,  a  little   before   Christmas  first 
experienced  an  uncomfortable   feeling  about  the   throat;  for  this  she  ap- 
plied to  a  medical  man,  who  examined  the  part  affected,  but  could  detect 
no   tumor.     Shortly  afterwards  she  became  affected  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  deglutition  and  respiration,  and  a  tumor  was  then  observed  to  be 
forming  on  the  right  side  of  the  lower  part  of  the  larynx,  and  apparently 
exerting  pressure  on  the  larynx,  trachea  and  CEsophagus.     This  tumor  was 
followed  soon  after  by  a  similar  growth  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  larynx. 
These   growths   gradually  increased  in  size  ;  the  difficulty  of  respiration 
and  deglutition  also  became   gradually  augmented,  and   suffocation   was 
threatened.     Various  remedies  were  tried,  but  without  effect :   Dr.  John- 
son  saw   her,  and  suggested  that  tracheotomy  might  preserve  her  life  a 
very  short  time,  and   he  suggested  the  employment  of  injections  of  beef- 
tea  with  laudanum  three  times  a-day ;   this  kept  her  alive  for  some  time. 
He,  Mr.  Pilcher,  saw   her  about   a  week  before  her  death.     He  found  the 
tumors  to   be  situated  beneath  the  sterno-mastoid  muscles,  and  apparently 
pressing  on   each   side   of  the  larynx,  trachea,  pharynx  and  oesophagus. 
She  then  breathed  with  great  difficulty,  but  spoke  in  a  voice  louder  than 
a  whisper ;  but  the  exertion  of  speaking,  or  any  other  excitement,  threaten- 
ed immediate  suffocation.     Tracheotomy  was   suggested,  but  not  urged; 
she  would  not  accede  to  its  performance.     The  tumor  was  cut  down  upon, 
and   she  expressed    herself  slightly  relieved  afterwards  ;  the  tumor  was 
examined  through  the  incision  which  had  been  made,  and  was  found  to 
consist  of  a  firm,  hard,  fibrous   gland.     Although  this  patient  had  taken 
no  food  by  the  mouth  for  a  very  long  period,  she  had,  daily,  a  good  ftecal 
evacuation.     She  sunk.     After  death,  the  enlarged  glands  were  found  to 
have  exerted  no  pressure   either   on  the  trachea   or  the  other  parts  in  the 
neighborhood,  neither  did    they  press    upon   any  nerves  or  vessels.     The 
difficulty  of  breathing,  then,  had  not  depended  on  the  tumors.      On  laying 
open  the  pharynx,  however,  the  cause  of  death   was   made  manifest ;  the 
sub-mucous,  muscular,  and   sub-muscular   tissue  of  this  canal  were  found 
to  be  very  much  thickened  by  a   deposit  of  a   scrofulous  kind  of  matter. 
This  had  so  narrowed  the  passage,  as  to  allow  scarcely  any  space  for  the 
transmission  of  even  a  few  drops  of  fluid  ;  and  in  one  part  had  so  thick- 
ened the  anterior  part  of  the  canal,  that  pressure  was    exerted  upon  the 
air-tube,  the  calibre   of  which   was  found  to  be  very  much   diminished. 
The  posterior  and  some  portion   of  the  anterior  parts   of  the  larynx  ex- 
hibited the  same  deposit,  as  did  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  and  the  chordas 
vocalcs.     The  lungs  were  healthy,  and  fsecal  matter  was  found  in  the  in- 
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testines.     The  external  tumors  had  been,  evidently,  merely  sympathetic. 
— Londoji  Lancet.  ^ 

Harlford  Retreat  for  the  Insane.-Yxoxn  the  17th  Annual  Report,  for  a 
copy  ot-  which  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Brigham,  the  Supenn  endenl,  we 
learn  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  commencing  April  1-  1840,  the 
number  of  patients  at  the  Retreat  was  79  ;  39  males  and  40  feiiiales.  Ad- 
.nitted  during  the  year,  67  ;  36  males  and  31  females  /«  '^  "-f  ^^ 
during  the  year,  146;  males  75,  females  71.  Discharged,  63,  nKi'es  3o, 
females  28.^  Remaining  at  the  Retreat,  S3  ;  ma  es  41,  females  42  Dis- 
charged, recovered,  38;  males  21,  females  17.  Much  improved,  4  ;  ma  es 
2,  females  2.  Improved,  6  ;  males  4,  females  2.  Unimproved,  6  ;  males 
4   females  2.     Dead,  9  ;  males  4,  females  5. 

'The  Directors  say-"  The  Institution  has  funds  sufficient  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  its  principal  officers;  has  buildings  and  land  sufficient  for  the 
accommodation  and  employment  of  the  present  number  of  patients,  and 
is  furnished  with  all  that  is  necessary  for  their  restoration.  They  pay 
nothing  for  medical  services;  nothing  for  the  labor  and  care  of  the  Stew- 
ard ;  nothing  for  the  use  of  the  house  :  but  each  pays,  somewhat  accord- 
in<r  to  the  ac^commodations  selected,  for  attendants,  board,  repairs,  and  the 
vaHous  minor  expenditures  of  the  establishment.  It  is,  however  a  sub- 
iect  of  regret,  that  many  are  not  able  to  avail  themselves  of  its  benehls 
If  the  patTent  is  poor,  and  his  friends  possess  but  little  property,  it  is  cruel 
to  deprive  them  of  iheir  small  possessions  for  the  maintenance  of  their  un- 
fortunate  friend.  A  more  enlightened  liberality  would  call  upon  the  trea- 
surer of  each  town  to  meet  that  expense." 

The  Superintendent  says-"  Those  cases  that  we  have  felt  confident 
were  of  recent  origin,  have  almost  uniformly  recovered  at  this  Institution  ; 
while,  as  I  have  said,  cases  of  several  years'  duration  have  rarely  recover- 
ed •  but  within  the  last  year  we  have  been  gratified  with  several  instances 
of  recovery  among  the  old  cases,  some  of  which  had  been  deemed  incu- 
rable Three  have  recovered  who  had  been  deranged  between  three  and 
four  years.  They  remained  in  a  slate  apparently  hopeless,  ^vlthout  much 
chance,  until  suddenly  they  began  to  improve,  and  rapidly  recovered 
health  of  body  and  mind.  They  have  returned  to  their  homes,  where  as 
we  have  since  learned,  they  continue  in  good  health  and  able  to  attend  to 
their  usual  duties." 

marasmus,  1— unknown,  1. _. 

^^^ BERKSHIRE^IEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

THB  annual  course  of  LecU.res  will  commence  the  first  Th-sday  5th  of  August,  1841^ 

Principles  and  Practice  ol  Surgery,  by         -         -  -_    j^„,es  McClintock,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiolosiy,  by _         Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  by          -         -  -                                    ^^^    ]^j  jj 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     -        -        -  -                    rHFsTER  Dewev,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by  -         -              cC    Chaffee,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,        -        "-".,'  "                            p  \RKER  HALL,  Secretory. 
Pittsjield,  Mass.,  May,  \&i\.                   Je  9— tL 

'  TO   PHYSICIANS. 

A.  excellent  stand  ..r  a  physician,  contmaiuHiu.  a  in^tic.  ^[^^^^^^^^^^ 

*^  Je  9—31* 
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The  first  part  of  the  month  of  May  was  cold  and  unpleasant,  the  season  unusually  backward;  but 
the  latter  part  o(  the  month  has  been  delightful,  and  vegetation  has  come  forward  with  great  rapidity. 
Range  of  thermometer,  from  33  to  83  ;  barometer,  from  28.60  to  29.61.  Rain  has  fallen  on  12  days,  in 
the  whole,  3.46  inches. 

COLUMBIAN   COLLEGE,    DISTRICT   OF    COLUMBIA^ 

The  Lectures  in  the  Medical   Department  of  this  Iiistilntion  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  annually,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March. 
During  thisperiotl,  full  courses  will  be  delivered  on  the  various  branches  of  medicine  by 
TiiOM/vs  Sewall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology,  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
H.vRVEY  LiNDSLY,  M.D.,  Prolfcssor  of  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Thomas  Miller,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
John  M.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
J.  Frederick  May,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  ;  late  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 

of  Maryland. 
Frederick  Hall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
Sa.muel  C.  Smoot,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
As  there  are  many  young  men  of  talent  and  worth  in  different  parts  of  our  country  who,  from  re- 
stricted circumstances,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the   benefit  of  public  lectures,  the  Professors 
have  resolved  to  admit,  gratuitously,  two  such  students  from  each  of  the  Slates,  and  one  from  each  of 
the  Territories.     In  order,  however,  to  guard  againsl  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qualify  them  to  become  useful  members  of  theprofession,  the  selection  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senators  and  Delegates  of  Congress,  each  of  whom  has  the  right  to  select  one  student  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  Territory,  and  whose  certificate  of  selection  will  be  a  passport  to  all  the  lectures,  by 
paying  only,  on  entering  the  school,  the  usual  matriculating  tee  of  five  dollars. 

The  entire  expense,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is   $70.     Dissecting  Ticket,  $10; 
optional  with  the  student. 
Good  board  can  be  procured  at  from  three  to  four  dollars  per  week.        THOMAS  MILLER,  M.I). 
fVashiM^tuv,  May  1,  1841.  My  12— laintN  Dean  of  (lie.  Faculty. 


VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  (iiiills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  pnHt  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollice.  June  19 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D  CL\PP  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  coiniiiunieations  must  be 
adilres'sed  postpaid.  It  is  also  published  in  Moiuhly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).,  Editor.  I'rice  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  .$.3,50  alter  three 
months  or  $1,00  if  not  jiaid  within  the  year.  Two  cojiies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
vance'.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ee.    Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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REVIEW   OF  PROF.    SMITHS   SELECT   DISCOURSES.*— .VO.   /. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sicrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  work  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  title  of  which  we  have  here  given, 
has  been  strangely  neglected  by  the  medical  press,  there  not  having  ap- 
peared any  notice  of  it,  either  favorable  or  the  reverse,  so  far  as  we  are 
aware,  although  it  has  now  been  nearly  a  year  before  the  public.  It  is 
certainly  due  to  the  author's  station,  being  a  professor  of  physiology  in 
one  of  our  principal  medical  schools,  that  the  work  should  receive  some 
attention,  and  not  be  allowed,  in  one  sense  at  least,  to  fall  stillborn  from 
the  press.  We  know  not  what  success  the  work  has  met  with,  or  whether 
it  has  met  with  any  at  all  ;  the  probability  iiowever,  we  think,  is,  that 
like  most  other  of  our  indigenous  productions,  it  has  been  neglected,  while 
some  showy  exotic,  of  perhaps  less  vigorous  shoot,  has  been  permitted  to 
thrust  it  aside. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Smith  consists  of  five  lectures,  which  we  are  told 
form  a  part  of  his  course  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
New  York,  but  which  were  delivered  to  popular  audiences,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  very  worthy  institution,  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History. 
As  these  lectures  have  now  become  public  property,  we  deem  it  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  author,  as  well  as  due  to  the  interests  of  science,  to  examine 
their  merits,  to  see  whether  they  are  in  advance  of  what  is  already  known 
on  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat,  and  whether  their  publication  is  likely 
to  subserve  the  interests  of  morality  and  sound  learning. 

The  first  lecture  is  on  the  "  Diversities  of  the  Human  Character,  arising 
from  physiological  peculiarities."  As  the  author,  though  no  phrenologist, 
believes  in  the  doctrine  that  "  our  virtues  and  our  vices  are  in  a  great 
measure  constitutional,"  he  endeavors  to  find,  in  our  physical  organization, 
a  satisfactory  cause  for  this  phenomenon ;  and  why  it  is,  that  persons  born 
and  brought  up  under  the  same  circumstances,  should  yet  differ  so  widely 
in  their  dispositions  and  characters.  The  organs  which  chiefly  influence  our 
characters.  Dr.  S.  states  to  be  the  brain,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  and  the  sexual 
organs.  "  It  being  a  well-established  principle,"  says  he,  "  in  the  ani- 
mal economy,  that  the  effect  which  any  organ  produces  in  the  body,  is  in 
the  compound  ratio  of  its  relative  bulk,  and  the  quantity  of  aeriatcd 
blood  which  it  may  receive,  I  shall  first  point  out  the  condition  of  the 

*  Select  Discourses  on  the  Functions  of  the  Nervous  System,  in  opposition  to  Phrenology,  Material- 
ism  and  Atheism,  to  which  is  prefixed  a  Lecture  on  the  Diversities  of  the  Human  Character,  arising 
from  physiological  peculiarities.  By  John  Augustine  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York.    8vo.,  pp.  210. 
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several  important  parts  above  mentioned,  witli  regard  to  these  two  par- 
ticulars, and  show  how  changes  in  them,  with  respect  to  these  circum- 
stances, do  actually  produce  the  moral  revolutions  before  mentioned.  I 
shall  then  prove  that  it  is  upon  the  completeness  of  these  changes,  or,  in 
other  words,  upon  the  influence  which  the  one  or  other  of  these  parts 
may  ultimately  acquire  and  mantain  in  the  system,  that  the  character  of 
the  individual  greatly  depends."  Dr.  S.  evidently  intends  to  convey  the 
impression  that  this  theory  originated  with  himself,  whereas  it  is  the  one 
taught,  with  some  modifications,  by  Richerand,  and  many  other  physiolo- 
gists of  modern  times.  The  former  says,  "  the  predominance  of  any 
particular  system  of  organs,  modifies  the  whole  economy,  impresses  strik- 
ing dlfl:erences  on  the  organization,  and  has  no  less  influence  on  the  moral 
and  intellectual,  than  on  the  physical  faculties." — (Phys.  p.  486.)  They 
are  substantially  the  same  doctrines  which  Dr.  Thomas  maintains  in  his 
work,  "  Physiologie  des  Temperamens  ou  Constitutions,'"'  &c.,  publish- 
ed at  Paris  in  18:26,  and  also  most  ably  elucidated  by  Dr.  Caldwell,  of 
Kentucky,  in  his  Essay  on  Temperament,  published  in  1831.  The  latter 
remarks,  "  The  difference  between  individuals,  or  rather  classes  of  the 
human  family,  which  temperament  is  made  to  designate,  appears  to  de- 
pend on  two  causes :  diversity  of  organization  in  parts  or  the  whole  of 
the  bodies  of  difierent  persons,  giving  rise  to  a  corresponding  diversity  in 
the  vital  properties;  and  difference  of  size  and  vigor  in  certain  ruling 
organs  of  the  system."  '•  The  organs  alluded  to  are  those  contained  in 
the  three  great  cavities  of  the  body  ;  the  chylopoietic,  situated  in  the  ab- 
domen, and  including  the  stomach  and  intestines,  with  the  liver,  pancreas, 
mesentery  and  lacteals  ;  those  of  sanguification  and  circulation,  situated 
in  the  thorax,  and  consisting  of  the  lungs,  heart  and  blood v^essels  ;  and 
the  brain  with  its  appendages,  the  spinal  cord  and  nerves.  These  three 
groups  are  not  only  the  ruling  organs  in  the  person  of  man ;  connected 
with  the  head  and  soft  parts  that  enclose  them,  they  constitute  the  per- 
son." "  To  these  organs  must  we  look  as  the  main  source  of  human 
character,"  &;c.  The  author's  theory,  then,  as  to  the  "  diversities  of 
character  from  physiological  peculiarities,"  is  not  original  with  him,  al- 
though, in  illustrating  his  views,  there  is  no  lack  of  original  suggestions. 
Dr.  S.  believes  that  there  is  a  great  uniformity  in  the  character  of  chil- 
dren, and  that  this  is  owing  to  their  having  a  larger  brain  in  proportion  to 
their  bodies  than  adults,  it  being,  in  his  opinion,  three  or  four  times  the 
relative  size  in  the  former.  In  our  judgment  it  would  be  more  philo- 
sophical to  prove  this  uniformity  of  character,  before  attempting  its  ex- 
planation ;  at  any  rate,  we  do  not  believe  in  any  such  uniformity.  "  When 
children  are  puny  and  delicate,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  they  frequently  exhibit 
marks  of  premature  intelligejice,  particularly  as  regards  observation  and 
reflection,  and  people  remark,  '  what  a  pity  it  is  so  sensible  a  child  should  be 
so  sickly.'  But  we  now  see  that  it  is  to  this  very  feebleness  of  body  that 
many  children  are  indebted  for  their  superiority.  For  the  circulation  in  the 
brain  being  thereby  rendered  feeble,  that  viscus,  as  in  the  adult,  is  more 
upon  a  par  ivith  the  rest  of  the  system.  Should  the  health  of  such 
children  be  restored  ivith  their  returning  vigor,  the  brain  resumes  its 
wonted  superiority,  and  quickly  destroys  their  pretensions  to  unusual  in- 
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teUi<(cncc."  This  is  certainly  most  extraordinary  reasoning  !  Precocity 
of  intellect  owing  to  a  smaller  quantity  of  blood  being  sent  to  the  brain, 
and  prevented  by  an  increased  How  to  that  organ  !  The  efiect  is  taken 
for  the  cause,  for  ''  the  feebleness  of  body  "  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
other  organs  of  the  body  are  deprived  of  their  usual  quantity  of  blood, 
from  the  excess  sentto  the  brain,  and  in  adults,  Dr.  S.  himself  admits,  that 
in  highly  intellectual  individuals,  the  brain  has  an  unusually  large  supply  of 
blood.  The  llicts  in  the  case  are,  that  in  childhood,  the  brain  is  very  soft, 
and  supplied  with  more  blood,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  than  at  any  sub- 
sequent period.  It  also  grows  more  rapidly  than  any  other  organ,  so  that 
its  weight,  at  the  end  of  the  first  six  months,  is  nearly  doubled  ;  conse- 
quently the  nervous  system  is  the  earliest  developed,  and  becomes  the  pre- 
dominating system  in  youth,  his  this  rapiil  development,  which  increases 
the  liability  of  the  brain  to  disease,  especially  to  convulsions,  inflamma- 
tion and  dropsy.  Now,  if,  in  this  state  of  things,  the  stimulus  of  mental 
exercise  be  added,  which  always  increases  the  jlow  of  blood  to  the  head, 
who  can  doubt  that  the  liability  to  nervous  disease  will  be  increased,  and 
that  other  parts  of  the  body  will  languish,  from  want  of  their  usual  sup- 
ply of  nervous  energy,  and  sanguineous  fluid  ?  Mental  precocity  is  in- 
deed a  symptom  of  disease,  but  not  of  such  disease  as  Dr.  S.  would  have 
us  believe ;  there  is  a  morbid  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  and 
either  the  whole  brain,  or  some  portion  of  it,  will  be  found  much  enlarged. 
This  enlargement  of  the  brain  may,  indeed,  be  primary,  as  is  probably 
the  case  in  rickets,  and  the  increased  mental  power  is  the  consequence  of 
this  augmentation.  But  both  are  caused  by  a  preternatural  supply  of 
blood  to  the  brain.  We  know  not  how  it  may  be  with  others,  but  we 
have  never  noticed  that  "  puny  and  sickly  children  "  are  always  mentally 
supeiior  to  others ;  or  that  while  in  that  state,  they  manifest  such  an  in- 
crease of  mental  capacity,  over  what  they  exhibited  in  a  healthy  state. 
The  brain,  according  to  Dr.  S.,  acquires  its  complete  size  at  seven  years 
of  age,  when  the  cerebral  influence  begins  to  diminish,  and  the  "  blood 
is  determined  to  other  organs."  But  sometimes  this  influence  is  perma- 
nent, and  then,  men  are  only  "  children  of  a  larger  growth  ;"  "  they 
are  restless,  captious,  irascible  and  violent,  ready  to  engage  in  any  pursuit, 
and  always  eager,  but  easily  diverted  from  one  object  to  another.  Of 
gratitude  they  are  incapable,  and  of  friendship  they  know  only  the  name. 
They  are  so  credulous  as  to  be  duped  by  every  designing  knave,  and  are 
not  remarkable  for  courage,  either  active  or  passive.  Such  are  the  effects 
of  great  permanent  excitement  in  the  brain,"  he. 

These,  according  to  our  author,  are  the  moral  and  intellectual  charac- 
teristics of  a  preternatural  flow  of  blood  to  the  brain  ;  and  that  such 
effects  do  flow  from  such  a  cause,  he  thinks  completely  and  absolutely 
proved  by  the  influence  of  alcohol,  which  always  "  accelerates  the  cere- 
bral circulation."  This  is  a  very  unfortunate  illustration  for  our  author's 
purpose,  for  alcohol  by  no  means  invariably  produces  such  results.  "  A 
drunken  man,"  says  Macnish,  "is  amorous,  or  musical,  or  quarrelsome, 
according  to  his  temperament."  Accordingly,  this  writer  makes  several 
varieties  of  drunkards,  as  1.  The  "sanguineous  drunlcard,'"  in  whom 
the  criminal  propensities  prevail  over  the  moral  and  intellectual  ooes ; 
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who  is  prone  to  combativeness  and  sensuality,  and  is  either  very  good- 
natured  or  extremely  quarrelsome,"  &,c.  2.  The  melancholic  drunkard. 
3.  T'he  surly  drunkard.  4.  The  phlegmatic  drunkard.  5.  The  ner- 
vous drunkard.  6.  The  choleric  drunkard,  he.  The  fact  will  then 
be  found  to  be,  that  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  will  bring  out 
and  render  manifest  the  predominant  mental  traits  in  the  individual,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  adage  "  in  vino  Veritas ;"  but  it  will  not  melt  all  cha- 
racters into  one,  and  make  all  "  restless,  captious,  irascible  and  violent." 
Those  "in  whom  the  action  of  the  lungs  is  unmodified  by  the  influence 
of  the  brain,  are  extremely  apt,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  to  fall  into  mental  de- 
rangement. To  this,  indeed,  the  excessive  action  in  their  lungs  always 
predisposes  them;  and  should  this  action  be,  from  any  cause,  much  aug- 
mented, fatuity  at  least  is  the  inevitable  consequence."  We  hardly  un- 
derstand what  Dr.  S.  means  by  the  action  of  the  lungs  being  unmodified 
by  that  of  the  brain  ;  but  so  far  as  we  do  understand  it,  we  are  disposed 
to  deny  that  there  is  any  such  temperament,  as  we  certainly  deny  that 
excessive  action  of  the  lungs  predisposes  to  consumption.  The  fallacious 
hope  of  recovery,  indulged  by  consumptive  patients,  proves  nothing,  be- 
cause in  many  of  these  cases  there  is  a  diminished  quantity  of  blood  sent 
to  the  lungs,  in  all  of  them  there  is  a  "  diminished  energy  in  the  lungs," 
and  it  was  probably  owing  to  this  very  feebleness,  in  original  constitution, 
that  they  became  the  seat  of  disease.  There  is  no  evidence  whatever, 
that  there  has  ever  been  any  "  increased  action  "  in  the  lungs,  especially 
in  purely  tubercular  cases  of  disease ;  and  if  there  were,  what  connection 
can  be  traced  between  this  condition  and  thatof"  fatuity  "  or  "insanity"? 
Another  proof  of  the  influence  of  the  increased  action  of  the  lungs,  Dr. 
S.  thinks  may  be  derived  from  the  effect  of  changes  of  the  weather. 
"Every  person,"  says  he,  "must  have  felt,  in  close,  foggy  weather, 
when  the  air  is  almost  unfit  for  respiration,  how  heavy  and  listless  he  is  ; 
but  let  a  change  take  place,  let  his  lungs  be  stimulated  by  a  clear,  elastic 
air,  his  imagination  immediately  brightens  up,  and  all  his  faculties  seem 
renovated." 

This  reasoning  seems  to  us  singularly  illogical  and  inconclusive.  In 
the  first  place,  there  is  no  proof  whatever  of  increased  action  in  the  lungs 
in  clear  weather,  although  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  Dr.  Smith 
means  by  the  term.  If  he  means  that  the  number  of  respirations  in  a 
minute  are  increased,  we  deny  it ;  if  he  maintains  that  an  increased 
quantity  of  blood  is  thrown  into  the  lungs  in  clear  weather,  we  doubt  it 
still  as  much.  The  uncomfortable  feeling  which  we  experience  in  close, 
foggy  weather,  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  hygrometic  condition  of  the  at- 
mosphere, and  especially  the  high  state  of  the  dew-point,  which  prevents 
the  usual  degree  of  transpiration  by  the  surface.  When  we  consider  that 
almost  one  half  of  all  the  ingesta  are  thus  removed  from  the  system,  and 
that  in  an  atmosphere  saturated  with  moisture,  with  the  dew-point  at  a  tem- 
perature nearly  that  of  the  human  body,  transi)iration  must,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  almost  wholly  cease,  we  cannot  wonder  that  there  should  be  a 
"heavy  and  listless"  feeling,  or  that  a  change  to  a  clear,  dry  atmosphere 
should  be  attended  with  a  corresponding  relief. 

Another  proof,  by  which  the  author  attempts  to  sustain  his  opinions,  is 
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drawn  from  the  brilliancy  of  the  countenance  of  cliildron,  in  the  first  or 
forming  stai^e  of  croup.  But  this  seems  to  us  as  inconclusive  as  the 
former.  Tliere  is  no  proof  whatever  of  increased  "  action  in  the  lungs," 
or  of  an  increased  flow  of  blood  to  these  organs,  the  afflux  being  to  the 
larynx  and  upper  portion  of  the  trachea. 

"The  action  of  the  sexual  system,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "seems  to  depend 
very  much  upon  that  of  the  pulmonary  organs."  We  have  as  little 
doubt  of  this,  as  we  have  that  the  action  of  every  part  depends  much 
upon  the  same  organs.  So  far  as  the  healthy  function  of  every  part  de- 
pends on  a  due  supply  of  oxygenated  blood,  in  that  degree  is  it  depen- 
dent for  its  healthy  condition  on  the  pulmonary  system.  We  have  no 
proof  that  consumptive  women  are  more  apt  to  conceive  than  other  wo- 
men, though  it  is  a  fact  that  serious  disease  of  the  lungs  does  not  prevent 
conception.  This  is  the  most  that  can  be  said,  and  this  goes  but  a  little 
way  in  sustaining  the  author's  opinions. 

"  The  timidity,  despondency,  and  distrust  of  old  age,"  Dr.  S.  thinks 
are  entirely  owing  to  venous  plethora,  and  particularly  increased  "  in- 
fluence of  the  liver"!  All  gloomy  and  depressing  passions,  he  attributes 
to  "  affections  of  the  liver  and  spleen."  When  tlie  influence  of  the 
liver  is  "  considerable,"  but  not  very  great,  and  there  is  combined  with  it 
'•'adequate  vigor  in  the  cerebral  circulation."  with  a  "countenance  neither 
sallow  nor  ruddy,  but  a  compound  of  both,"  &lc.  the  individual  is  then 
"  cold,  cautious  and  calculating,  of  correct  moral  habits,  his  passions  are  un- 
der control,  except  anger,"  which  renders  him  very  "  violent  when  roused." 
He  has  no  "  quickness  of  intellect,"  but  a  "  strong  memory."  He  has 
great  perseverance,  is  "suspicious,"  has  no  attachments,  and  neither 
"  has  friends,  nor  believes  in  friendship."  He  is  governed  entirely  by 
"self-interest,"  not  only  in  private  affairs,  but  in  all  the  great  ques- 
tions of  politics  and  morals.  All  this  is  due  to  a  liver  of  moderate  size 
and  activity,  with  an  adequate  cerebral  circulation.  We  leave  it  to  the 
reader  whether  this  be  not  purely  a  fancy  sketch  ;  whether  there  does  exist 
in  nature,  such  a  connection  between  character,  and  the  condition  of  these 
two  organs,  as  is  here  pointed  out.  We  doubt  both  premises  and  conclu- 
sion, and  we  appeal  to  every  observer  of  human  character  to  bear  us  out 
in  this  opinion.  Such  an  organization  as  Dr.  S.  here  describes,  is  of 
extremely  frequent  occurrence  ;  perhaps  it  embraces  a  majority  of  the 
human  family  ;  but  yet.  for  the  honor  of  human  nature,  we  should 
hope  that  there  are  but  few  such  characters  in  the  world  as  he  here 
describes. 

If  the  liver  has  but  the  "same  degree  of  influence  while  the  brain  is 
deprived  of  its  power,  the  skin  of  its  blood,  and  the  muscles  of  their 
plumpness,"  then  we  have  "the  most  contemptible  being  that  inhabits 
this  earth.  He  is  poor,  weak,  mean  and  malicious  ;  devoid  of  every 
noble  sentiment,of  every  generous  feeling."  He  is  jealous  and  malicious, 
constantly  attacking  those  whom  he  suspects  to  be  his  enemies,  "  but  he 
has  neither  skill  to  direct,  nor  strength  to  give  it  force,  and  but  for  the 
gall,  with  which  it  is  tipt,  it  would  fall  harmless  to  the  ground."  Such  is 
the  all-powerful  influence  of  the  liver — in  Dr.  Smith's  opinion — which 
we  shall  leave  him  to  enjoy,  without  attempting  to  expose  its   absurdity, 
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which  is  too  self-evident  to  need  a  single  remark.  When  the  "  action  is 
intense  in  both  the  brain  and  the  liver,"  we  have  men  of  "  strong  minds 
and  gloomy  imaginations,  incapable  of  enjoying  present  good,  for  fear  of 
approaching  evil."  Such  men  are  much  in  danger  of  insanity.  When 
the  "strong  action  in  the  liver  is  unmodified  by  that  of  the  brain,"  the 
individual  is  an  "  ordinary  hypochondriac."  Wben  the  nervous  system  is 
unduly  excitable,  we  have  a  "  sensitive,"  but  "  feeble  mind  ;"  and  when 
the  muscles  are  large,  a  "  dull  "  intellect.  When  "  every  part  performs 
its  appropriate  office  in  healthful  exactitude,"  then  we  have  the  "  tem- 
pered temperament "  of  the  ancients,  a  very  happy  condition  of  things. 
In  conclusion,  Dr.  S.  remarks,  "  In  training  the  mind  to  religion  and  vir- 
tue, no  pains  should  be  spared,  because  much  may  be  accomplished.  But 
if  our  efforts  fail,  and  sometimes  fail  they  will,  however  well  directed,  we 
may  console  ourselves  with  the  reflection,  that  moral  causes  cannot  al- 
ways either  supply  deficiencies,  or  control  aberrations,  resulting  from  the 
physiological  peculiarities  of  our  corporeal  functions." 

Thus  we  have  endeavored  to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  doctrines 
presented  us  by  Dr.  S.  in  the  lecture  under  review.  We  have  done  so 
for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  to  show  that  those  who  reject  phre- 
nology and  still  attempt  to  account  for  mental  peculiarities,  are  obliged  to 
attribute  them  to  the  predominance  of  certain  physical  organs,  and  so 
are  as  prone  to  the  charge  of  materialism  as  those  whom  they  are 
constantly  denouncing  as  materialists.  In  the  next  place,  to  demonstrate 
the  absurdities  of  that  system,  which  attempts  to  resolve  mental  differences 
into  the  "  increased  action  "  of  those  bodily  organs,  whose  functions  are 
known  to  be  purely  physical,  or  at  any  rate  not  to  control  mental  peculiari- 
ties. The  attempt  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  a  signal  failure 
— an  effort  to  erect  a  system  upon  a  narrow  and  tottering  foundation. 
Dr.  S.  points  out  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  sanguineous,  the  bilious, 
the  melancholic,  the  lymphatic,  and  the  nervous  temperaments,  without 
designating  them  by  name,  and  thus  the  unlearned  reader  is  led  to  sup- 
pose there  is  great  originality  in  the  author's  views.  These  temperaments, 
it  is  well  known,  run  into  each  other,  and  become  changed  and  modified 
by  various  causes  ;  they  also  indicate  the  constitutional  qualities  of  the 
brain,  and  are  therefore  of  great  importance  in  determining  the  mental 
peculiarities  of  the  individual.  But  nothing  is  gained  by  speaking  of 
"intense  action  in  the  brain,"  "strong  action  in  the  liver,"  "  action  of 
the  lungs  unmodified  by  the  influence  of  the  brain,"  &c.  If  anything 
has  been  established  in  physiology,  it  is  that  the  braiji  alone  is  the  organ 
of  the  mind,  though  the  mind  is  influenced  by  derangements  of  other 
organs,  through  sympathy  ;  but  to  make  "diversities  of  character"  de- 
pendent on  these  organs,  rejecting  altogether  the  cerebral  influence,  is  to 
go  in  the  face  of  well-known  diets,  and  implies  a  belief  that  the  mind  is 
actually  seated  in  some  of  these  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera.  We 
shall  recur  to  this  subject  again,  in  our  next  number,  when  we  propose  to 
consider  Dr.  Smith's  objections  to  phrenology.  Candidus. 
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DR.  FLINT'S  REPORT  OF  CASES  OF   TYPHUS    FEVER  AT  THE  ERIE 
COUMTY   ALMS-IIOUSE. 

[Coiicluded  from  page  287.J 

Case  IN.  Convalescence  on  the  11th  day. — Mrs.  Slewart,  a^cd  about 
35.  Subject  to  e|iilepsy,  wbich  bas  resulted  in  a  loss  of  tbe  iiUellectual 
faculties,  approacbing  to  idiocy.  General  bealtb  ])reviously  good.  First 
made  complaint  on  tbe  17lb  of  February.  Was  not  well,  bowever,  on 
tbe  16tb.  Calomel  and  rbei,  aa  gr.  x.  was  administered  on  tbe  I7tb  by 
prescription  of  tbe  resident  pupil,  wbicb  was  followed  by  one  dejection  in 
tbe  24  bours  following. 

ISth,  A.  M. — Tongue  coated  ;  pulse  accelerated  ;  complained  of 
general  pain,  also  of  nausea.  Some  tenderness  over  abdomen.  Directed 
enip.  vesical.  6  by  6  to  abdomen,  and  p.  Dov.  gr.  v.  at  bed-time. 

19^^,  A.  ili.— Symptoms  same.  Owing  to  her  removal  of  tbe  blister, 
no  vesication  was  ]n'oduced.  Directed  it  to  be  re-applied.  P.  rbei,  gr. 
XV.  mane,  and  p.  Dov.  gr.  vj.  vespere. 

20?'/t,  A.  M. — Tongue  loaded  witb  yellowisb  vvbite  coat,  moist ;  pulse 
slightly  accelerated,  and  moderately  full.  Says  she  has  pains  "  all  over" 
in  iiead,  loins  and  limbs.  Pressure  of  abdomen  produces  some  pain. 
Had  three  dejections  yesterday.  Vesication  imperfect,  owing  to  her  per- 
sisting in  removing  the  blister.  Mind  wandering  ;  thirst  not  urgent ;  ano- 
rexia ;  urine  small  in  quantity  ;  one  dejection  last  night.  Rose  spots  very 
distinct,  vivid  and  numerous  over  chest  and  arms,  even  to  lorisis.  Abdo- 
men soft.  Directed  acetous  preparation  of  colcbicum  three  times,  omit- 
ting it  if  it  should  nauseate  or  purge. 

21st,  A.  M. — No  improvement  nor  essential  alteration  of  symptoms. 
Constant  delirium,  occasionally  active,  getting  out  of  bed,  and  once  es- 
caping from  the  ward.  Answers  no  questions,  nor  protrudes  her  tongue 
on  being  desired  ;  abdomen  tender  over  region  of  caecum  ;  no  dejections 
since  yesterday.  Medicine  bas  been  imperfectly  administered,  owing  to 
her  ejecting  it  from  her  mouth  after  receiving  it.  Rose  spots  appeared  on 
breast,  arms,  and  back  of  hands.  Pulse  moderately  accelerated,  rather 
full ;  skin  natural  temperature  and  feeling.     Cont.  med. 

22d,  A.  M. — Appearance  improved;  active  delirium  through  night; 
tendency  to  stupor  to-day,  but  looking  around,  and  replies  to  questions. 
Said  she  felt  better.  Rose  spots  cover  the  whole  body.  Three  dejec- 
tions yesterday,  and  three  during  night.  Tongue  coated  and  rnoist,  of 
brownish  white  color  at  sides,  and  quite  dark  in  centre ;  pulse  the  same. 
P.  Dov.  gr.  v.  mane  et  vespere. 

2Sd,  A.  M. — Symptoms  same  ;  rather  more  tendency  to  stupor  ;  pro- 
trudes her  tongue  with  difficulty.  P.  M. — Moderate  exacerbation  of  fe- 
ver.    Rose  spots  still  apparent  and  vivid.     Continue  p.  Dov. 

24th,  A.  M. — Pulse  less  accelerated.  Rose  spots  iiave  disappeared  ; 
constant  muttering  delirium  ;  neglects  to  give  notice  when  she  wishes  to 

I'll 

pass  her  evacuations  ;  one  dejection  during  23d  and  24th,  passed  m  bed. 
Continue  med. 

25th,  A.  M. — Lies  in  a  state  of  stupor,  but  is  aroused  on  speaking, 
and  partially  protrudes  her  tongue,  the  surface  of  which  is  dry  and  hard. 
No  dejections.     Give  vinegar  of  colcbicum. 
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26th,  A.  M. — Symptoms  same;  rose  eruption  not  distinct,  but  per- 
ceptible on  cliest  and  arms  ;  two  dejections  during  night.     P.  Dov. 

P.  M. — Lies  apparently  sleeping  tranquilly  ;  skin  mellow ;  pulse 
moderately  accelerated.  Resident  pupil  reports  that  the  skin  was  perspi- 
rable this  forenoon. 

21  th,  \2th  day  of  disease,  A.  M. — Stupor;  skin  cool  and  supple; 
tongue  covered  with  moist,  slimy  coat ;  protrudes  it,  but  does  not  reply  to 
interrogatories.     Continue  med. 

N.  B. — The  diet  has  been  gruel,  with  addition  of  a  little  milk. 

2Sth,  \Sth  day,  A.  M. — Tranquil  and  rational.  Asks  what  she  "  shall 
do,"  she  is  "  so  sick,"  but  indicates  no  pain  or  ))articular  distress.  Tongue 
loaded  with  brownish  coat,  moist.  Give  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  gtts. 
xl.,  every  four  hours. 

P.  M. — Stupid  ;  protrudes  her  tongue,  but  does  not  withdraw  it  until 
requested  repeatedly. 

March  Ist,  I4th  day,  A.  M. — No  apparent  alteration;  tongue  is 
covered  with  a  dry  crust ;  one  dejection  this  morning.  Omit  ammonia. 
Give  calomel,  gr.  ii. ;  p.  ipecac,  gr.  ii.  quaque  bora  sen. 

2d,  loth  day,  A.  M. — Appearance  somewhat  improved  ;  tongue  moist, 
and  cleaning  at  sides.  Resident  pupil  reports  that  last  evening  the  respi- 
ration was  laborious,  and  the  features  contracted,  so  that  he  anticipated 
dissolution.     Delirious  as  usual  through  the  night. 

j\.  B. — There  has  never  been,  in  this  case,  during  my  visits,  any  pull- 
ing up  of  the  bed-clothes  or  subsultus.  The  general  character  of  the 
delirium  has  also  been  not  so  much  incoherent  talking,  as  a  constant  moan- 
ing, when  not  in  a  state  of  stupor.  Cough  has  been  sometimes  observed, 
but  it  has  not  been  a  prominent  symptom. 

4th,  11  th  day,  A.  M. — Decidedly  better;  tongue  moist,  and  thickness 
of  coat  diminished  ;  pulse  slightly  accelerated  ;  still  complains  of  distress 
"  all  over."  She  had  three  epileptic  paroxysms  yesterday  ;  skin  has  been 
perspirable,  and  has  asked  for  food.     Omit  medicine. 

5^A,  XSth  day. — Distinctly  convalescent.  From  this  date  she  slowly 
convalesced.     She  is  now,  March  23d,  about  the  house  as  usual. 

Case  IV. —  Convalescence  on  the  \6th  day. — M.  Taber,  keeper  of 
the  Alms-house.  Previously  in  good  health,  with  exception  of  slight  cough 
and  expectoration  of  two  or  three  years'  standing,  supposed  to  be  bron- 
chitis of  a  mild  grade.  Complained,  March  24th,  of  pain  in  head,  loins 
and  extremities  ;  costiveness ;  tongue  somewhat  coated,  and  pulse  mode- 
rately accelerated.  For  two  or  three  days  has  felt  general  malaise.  Took 
vinegar  of  colchicum  until  moderate  purging  was  induced. 

23r/,  A.  M. — Restless  during  night ;  now  lassitude,  pains  in  head,  &;c. 
continue,  but  less  severe  ;  occasionally  some  chilliness  ;  inclined  to  doze  ; 
tongue  moist,  with  yellowish  coat ;  anorexia  ;  thirst  urgent ;  pulse  con- 
siderably accelerated,  and  rather  full.  Last  night  endeavored  to  excite 
perspiration  by  warm  pediluvium,  and  hot  drinks,  but  without  success. 
P.  Dov.,  gr.  v.,  bed-time. 

24th,  P.  M. — Pulse  considerably  accelerated  and  rather  full ;  face 
somewhat  flushed ;  temperature  of  skin  elevated.  Complains  of  severe 
pain  in  frontal  region  of  head,  and  within  the  orbits ;  less  pain  in  loins 
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and  extremities.     Emp.  vesical.  G  by  2  to  nuchac.     Placeboof  nit.  potash 
every  two  hours. 

25fA,  A.  M. — Reports  same.  Symptoms  not  altered.  Emet.  p.  ipe- 
cac, grs.  XX. ;  t.  ant.,  gr.  ii.  A.  JNl.  Sol.  morphia  and  spirit,  ether  nilro- 
sus,  nocte. 

^6th,  bth  (lay,  A.  M. — Pain  (frontal)  less  severe  ;  extends  now  occa- 
sionally over  the  lace  ;  restless  during  night ;  obtained  some  sleep,  dis- 
turbed with  dreams.  Rose  eruption  on  arms  and  hands,  slightly  over  the 
chest,  not  vivid.  Friction  causes  their  appearance  in  great  numbers. 
Pulse  moderately  accelerated, not  hard  nor  full ;  tongue  coated  and  moist; 
two  dej.  after  emesis.  Apply  two  blisters  on  each  side  of  the  forehead, 
of  the  size  of  a  half  dollar,  and  give  morphia,  gr.  1-8,  with  spirit,  ether 
nitrosus,   5  j.  every  four  hours. 

P.  M. — Rose  spots  apparent  over  the  whole  body  ;  some  confusion  of 
intellect;  no  abdominal  tenderness. 

'^Ith. — Reports  better.  Pain  in  bead  much  diminished;  considerable 
confusion  of  intellect  through  the  night,  and  some  tliis  A.  M. ;  skin  cool 
and  supple;  tongue  thickly  coated,  white  and  moist;  rose  spots  over 
whole  body,  somewhat  livid  ;  no  dejections  ;  lies  in  a  dozing  state.  01. 
ricini,   §j. 

N.  B. — Diet  has  been  weak  porridge,  rice  water,  &lc.  He  has  also 
been  allowed  cold  water  and  lemonade  freely  ;  and  cider,  diluted,  in  small 
quantities.     Sol.  morphia  and  ether  nitrosus,  nocte. 

'USth,  A.  M. — Symptoms  same,  with  exception  of  confusion  of  intel- 
lect greater  ;  eruption  obscure;  cough  is  increased.  Emp.  vesicat.  6  by  6 
to  chest. 

P.  M. — Moderate  exacerbation  ;  lies  in  a  dozing  state  ;  talks  incohe- 
rently ;  does  not  recover  the  full  possession  of  bis  faculties  when  roused  ; 
complains  of  pain  over  eyes.  R.  Calomel,  gr.  ii.  ;  ipecac,  gr.  i.  quaque 
hora  quatuor. 

March  1st. — Mind  rather  more  clear ;  no  dejections  ;  blisters  vesicated 
imperfectly  ;  to  be  re-inforced  and  re-applied;  no  eruption  apparent. 

P.  M. — Cerebral  symptoms  decidedly  better  than  on  yesterday  ;  cough 
is  a  troublesome  symptom ;  constant  desire  to  cough,  with  copious 
expectoration  of  mucous  sputa ;  no  pain  in  chest ;  pulse  enumerated 
115. 

2c?,  A.  M. — More  somnolent,  not  recovering  his  faculties  when  roused  ; 
frequent  pulling  up  of  the  bed-clothes,  and  subsultus  ;  tongue  covered 
with  dry,  dark  coat  in  centre,  moist  at  sides  ;  skin  cool  and  supple  ;  pulse 
as  yesterday  ;  vesication  still  imperfect ;  re-applied  with  new  cerate.  Ol. 
ricini,    §j.  this  A.  M. ;  calomel  and  ipecac,  continued. 

3(/. — No  improvement ;  somnolent ;  copious  expectoration  of  muco- 
purulent matter ;  large  quantities  are  discharged  at  once ;  sometimes  dis- 
tinctly bloody  and  at  other  times  rusty  ;  frequent  rattling  respiration  ;  blis- 
ters have  vesicated  fully  ;  one  dejection,  tolerably  consistent,  of  a  dark  color 
and  very  offensive. 

4th,  llth  day,  A.  M. — Mind  somewhat  more  clear;  tongue  dry; 
pulse  115.  He  sweat  profusely  two  hours  last  evening;  cough  and  ex- 
pectoration somewhat  diminished  ;    one  dej.     Calomel  and  ipecac,  are 


302  Typhus  Fever  at  the  Erie  County  Alma-house. 

continued,  with  the   addition   of  a   small  quantity   of  Dover's   powder, 
Emp.  vesicat.  7  by  4  over  chest. 

P.  M. — Somnolency,  and  frequent  movements  of  hands  and  fingers ; 
tongue  dry,  encrusted,  and  almost  black. 

5th. — No  essential  alteration.     Calomel  omitted. 

6th. — Mind  more  clear,  as  usually  for  a  short  period  in  the  morning, 
during  which  he  has  constantly  persisted  in  getting  out  of  bed,  and  sitting 
up  for  a  few  moments.  Usually  calls  at  this  time  for  a  roasted  apple, 
which  is  given.  Says,  when  roused  at  my  visits,  that  he  feels  pretty  com- 
fortable ;  mind  wanders  from  any  subject  before  he  completes  a  sentence  ; 
cough  and  expectoration  much  diminished. 

1th,  14th  day  of  disease. — Appearance  much  better;  mind  more  clear; 
tongue  dry  at  tip,  moist  at  root  and  sides ;  one  dejection  last  evening. 
To-day  the  following  :  R.  Calomel,  gr.  ij. ;  p.  Dov.,  gr.  ij. ;  p.  ipecac, 
gr.  ij. ;  ros.  camphor,  gr.  ij.  quaque  hora  sen. 

8th. — Symptoms  improved. 

9th. — Pulse  natural ;  tongue  moist  and  coated  in  dots ;  mind  clear. 
Calomel  omitted, 

lO^A. — Symptoms  continue  favorable.  Moderate  ptyalism  exists ;  no 
appetite.  Convalescence  is  dated  from  the  9th  of  March,  or  the  16th 
day  of  the  disease.  He  has,  up  to  the  present  date,  March  24th,  been 
slowly  recoverhig  his  appetite  and  strength.  His  cough  and  expectora- 
tion are  now  as  they  were  previous  to  his  attack. 

This  patient  was  visited  in  consultation  by  Drs.  Trowbridge  and 
Sprague  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Hoyt  of  Aurora. 

General  Remarks. — The  preceding  cases  present  a  form  of  disease 
which  in  this  locality  is  very  rare.  They  are  the  only  instances  which 
have  fallen  under  my  observation  since  my  residence  here  (nearly  five 
years).  I  have  called  it  typhus  fever.  It  was  vecovded  typhoid  fever 
until  after  the  autopsy  of  the  patient  who  died.  Failing  to  discover  the 
anatomical  characteristic  of  Louis,  I  was  induced  to  doubt  the  diagnosis ; 
and  on  referring  to  the  history  of  the  two  diseases  as  presented  by  the 
editors  of  Marshall  Hall's  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  error  was  clearly 
manifest. 

It  seems  most  rational  to  attribute  the  origin  of  the  disease,  in  this  in- 
stance, to  animal  exhalations.  The  Alms-house  wards  are  constantly 
crowded  ;  ventilations  are  not  attended  to,  unless  very  particular  care  is 
taken  by  the  keeper  and  his  assistants ;  and  previous  to  the  occurrence  of 
the  disease  they  had  been  much  neglected.  All  these  circumstances, 
however,  have  existed  for  the  last  three  years,  during  which  period  I  have 
been  physician  to  the  House,  and  no  case  of  the  kind  has  before  occurred. 
During  the  present  season,  however,  an  alteration  was  made,  which,  per- 
haps, had  an  important  influence.  The  wards  heretofore  have  been 
heated  by  means  of  fireplaces ;  but  during  the  past  winter  close  stoves 
were  substituted.  At  the  time  these  cases  happened,  several  of  the  in- 
mates made  complaint  of  all  the  symptoms  attending  the  access  of  the 
fever.  Particular  care  was  taken,  as  soon  as  the  character  of  the  disease 
was  ascertained,  to  ventilate  all  the  wards  effectually  morning  and  even- 
ing ;  and  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  in  open  vessels,  was  placed  in 
every  room. 
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The  patients  afTected  were  all  occupants  of  different  wards.  Cases 
No.  I.  and  No.  IF.  occurred  in  opposite  portions  of  the  house,  nor  was 
there  any  communication  hetween  these  two  patients.  Case  J\o.  HI.  was 
in  a  ward  contij^uous  to  that  of  Case  No.  11. ;  and  there  may  have  been 
sufficient  communication  in  this  instance  for  the  operation  of  contagion. 
None  of  the  fellow-occupants  of  the  patients  sick  with  the  fever,  however, 
have  been  affected.  No  changes  were  made  after  the  disease  was  de- 
termined. Owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  room,  this  would  have  been 
impracticable. 

The  keeper  of  the  house  had  confined  himself  almost  entirely  within 
doors  previously  to  his  attack,  but  had  avoided  the  wards  occupied  by  the 
fever  patients.  He  manifested  considerable  apprehension  of  contracting 
the  disease  by  -contagion. 

Of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  first  cases,  there  were  slight  indications  only  of  any 
affection  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  The  first  alone  presented  diarrhoea.  In 
no  case  was  there  meteorism  ;  and  in  Case  IV.  no  tenderness  whatever  of 
abdomen.  In  connection  with  this  last  fact,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
pulmonary  symptoms  were  in  this  case  especially  predominant.  In 
neither  of  the  other  cases  were  cough  and  expectoration  prominent 
symptoms. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment,  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  was  not 
any  active  method  pursued,  nor  much  uniformity.  In  Case  No.  I.,  after 
the  access,  the  treatment  was  scarcely  more  than  nominal.  In  this  case 
convalescence  was  earlier  than  in  the  others,  but  the  disease  was  niani- 
fesdy  less  severe.  I  resolved,  in  all  the  cases  after  the  disease  was  es- 
tablished, to  pursue  the  expectant  system.  Case  No.  IV.  was  submitted, 
after  the  symptoms  became  severe,  to  senior  consultants,  whose  sugges- 
tions, however,  I  should  state,  were  cheerfully  adopted.  In  neither 
of  the  cases  which  have  recovered,  were  tonics  prescribed  during  con- 
valescence. 

Notwithstanding  the  dense  accumulation  of  paupers  in  the  Alms-house, 
this  is  the  first  time  any  epidemic  has  manifested  itself  for  the  past  three 
years,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  erysipelas  in  the  spring  of 
1840,  in  all  of  which  recovery  took  place. 

Buffalo,  N.  r.,  March  Mth,  1841. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.] 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  venerable  Association  was  holden  at  the 
Phoenix  Hotel,  in  Concord,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  first  and 
second  days  of  June.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

Luke  Howe,  Jaffrey,  President ;  Dixi  Crosby,  Hanover,  Vrce  Fresi- 
dent ;  James  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen,  Secretary ;  Eliphalet  K.  Webster, 
Hill,  Treasurer. 

Counsellors.— Josldh  Crosby,  Meredith  ;  Ezra  Carter,  Concord  ;  John 
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P.  Elkins,  N.  Durham;  Joseph  H.  Smith,  Dover;  Micah  Elclredge, 
Nashua  ;  Jsrael  Burnham,  Antrim  ;  Josiah  Bartlett,  Stratham  ;  Josiah 
C.  Eastman,  Hampstead;  James  Batcheller,  Marlborough  ;  Isaac  Colby, 
Keene. 

Censors. — Timothy  Haynes,  Concord  ;  Jeremiah  F.  Hall,  Wolfboro' ; 
John  Morrison,  Alton;  Stephen  Drew,  Milton;  William  Brown,  Ches- 
ter;  Joseph  Dalton,  Brentwood  ;  Francis  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Richard 
Wilhams.  Milford  ;  Isaac  Colby,  Keene;  James  Batcheller,  Marlboro'. 

Delegates  to  the  Examinations  at  Hanover. — Hanover  Dickey,  Ep- 
som ;  Nalium  Wicrht,  Gilmanton. 

Orators  for  1842. — Micah  Eldredge,  Nashua ;  Charles  A.  Savary, 
Hopkinton. 

Committee  of  Correspondence. — Charles  P.  Gage,  Concord  ;  Francis 
P.  Fitch,  Amherst ;  James  Batcheller,  Marlboro' ;  John  P.  Elkins,  N. 
Durham  ;  Josiah  Bartlett,  Stratham  ;  Dixi  Crosby,  Hanover. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  initiated  Fellows  of  the  Society:  Israel 
Burnham,  Antrim  ;  Andrew  McFarland,  Sandwich  ;  James  H.  Crombie, 
Francestown  ;  John  L.  Sweatt,  Newport ;  Joseph  Eastman,  Candia ;  and 
Josiah  G.  Graves,  Nashua. 

Two  well  written  and  highly  interesting  dissertations  were  read  by  Drs. 
L.  Howe,  of  Jaffrey,  and  J.  Crosby,  of  Meredith  ;  the  former  upon  chronic 
bronchitis,  or  "  minister's  ail  ;"  the  latter  upon  the  mutual  influence  of 
mind  and  body, 

A  new  district  society  was  chartered,  denominated  the  Manchester  Dis- 
trict, located  at  Manchester,  and  embracing  the  towns  in  the  vicinity. 

A  large  number  of  patients  applied  for  advice,  who  were  examined  and 
prescribed  for,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

From  the  report  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Medical  Institution  at  Hano- 
ver, it  appears  that  it  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  their  report :  "  The  facilities  for  acquiring  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  ditierent  branches  of  the  profession  are  great.  The  chemical 
and  surgical  apparatus  is  complete,  and  the  museum  has  been  enriched, 
■within  tlie  past  year,  by  the  addition  of  more  than  one  hundred  rare  spe- 
cimens of  jiathological  anatomy.  The  Institution,  under  its  present  or- 
ganization, deserves  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  the  public  ;  and  the  large  number  of  students  who  attended 
the  lectures  during  the  last  course,  larger,  in  fact,  than  at  any  similar  insti- 
tution in  New  England,  evinces  the  fact  that  its  advantages  are  duly 
appreciated." 

The  present  year  completes  half  a  century  since  the  first  organization 
of  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society  ;  and  perhaps  during  that  time  its  prospects 
were  never  more  encouraf;in<T  than  at  the  present.  Numbers  of  intelliirent 
and  enterprising  physicians  are  annually  flocking  to  its  standard  from  all 
directions  ;  and  the  meetinji's  of  the  district  societies  are  becoming  more 
and  more  interesting. 

The  Society,  after  transacting  the  usual  amount  of  business,  hearing 
dissertations,  &.C.,  and  enjoying  the  mutual  interchange  of  good  feelings, 
adjourned,  having  every  inducement  to  take  courage  and  go  forward. 

Boscawen,  June  5,  1841.  James  B.  Abbott,  Secretary. 
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TRANSYLVANIA  UNIVERSITY. 

On  the  first  of  June,  Elisha  Bartlett,  M.D.,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  was  unani- 
mously elected  professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Transylvania.  He  was  one  of  many 
candidates,  residents  of  different  Slates.  The  chair  has  heretofore  been 
occupied  by  an  eminent  and  deservedly  celebrated  man,  Nathan  R.  Smith, 
M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  who,  we  regret  to  hear,  is  in  a  low  stale  of  health.  Dr. 
Bartlett  is  an  accomplished  medical  gentleman,  who  will  do  honor  to  the 
literary  and  scientific  character  of  N.  England,  wherever  he  may  be  called. 
He  has  had  experience  as  a  teacher  in  several  schools  of  medicine  at  the 
North,  in  each  of  which  he  exercised  a  commanding  influence.  He  was 
the  fii'st  mayor  of  Lowell,  after  its  incorporation  as  a  city,  and  in  all  his 
official  acts,  as  a  chief  magistrate  for  two  or  three  years,  enjoyed  the  en- 
tire respect  and  confidence  of  the  people.  We  congratulate  the  Univer- 
sity and  the  citizens  of  Lexington  on  the  acquisition  of  a  professor  so  well 
fitted  by  nature  and  education  for  the  place  he  is  to  occupy. 


Trial  for  Surgical  Mal-practice. — From  the  Cortland  County  (N.  Y.), 
"Whig,  we  have  obtained  a  synopsis  of  a  case  of  unusual  interest  to  the 
profession.  Drs.  Miles  Goodyear  and  Frederick  Hyde,  two  accomplished 
practitioners,  of  acknowledged  attainments,  were  prosecuted  by  a  misera- 
ble, dissipated  fellow  for  mal-practice  in  the  management  of  a  compound 
fracture  of  the  leg.  After  the  vexations  attending  a  protracted  lawsuit  of 
two  years'  standing,  they  have  been  honorably  acquitted.  Damages 
claimed,  two  thousand  dollars.  The  prominent  facts  brought  out  on  the 
trial,  are  as  follows  : 

"The  plaintiff,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1839,  fell  from  the  stage  of  a  building, 
in  the  town  of  Cortlandville,  and  broke  his  leg  just  above  the  ankle.  The 
bone  was  thrust  through  a  thick  boot-leg  and  caine  in  contact  with  the 
ground — being  what  is  termed,  in  surgery,  a  compouod,  comminuted  frac- 
ture. It  was  set  and  dressed  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Shiprnan.  The  plaintiff  was 
nearly  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  for  a  long  time  grossly  intemperate. 
The  weather  at  the  time  was  extremely  warm.  On  the  5ih  of  July  he 
was  removed  to  the  County  Alms-house.  The  superintendents  having 
previously  employed  Messrs.  Goodyear  &  Hyde  (who  were  partners)  to 
attend  to  the  sick  inmates,  the  plaintiff  became  their  patient.  They  placed 
the  limb  upon  a  double  inclined  plane,  confined  it  with  splints,  and  applied 
light  dressings.  He  was  placed  in  the  care  of  a  nurse  by  the  name  of 
Samuel  Baker.  He  was  attended  and  the  limb  dressed  every  day  by  the 
defendants,  except  on  one  occasion,  when  Dr.  F.  T.  Maybury,  who  was 
then  a  student  in  the  office  of  the  defendants,  dressed  it  in  their  stead. 
The  wound  was  about  3^  inches  long,  and  2  inches  wide.  It  soon  became 
highly  inflamed,  and  the  limb  swollen.  The  weather  continued  warm, 
and  the  flesh,  about  the  wound,  sloughed  off,  and  left  the  bone  naked  ;  the 
end  of  which  was  dead,  in  consequence,  as  was  proved,  of  the  violence  of 
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the  blow,  at  the  time  of  the  fracture.  The  defendants  continued  their 
attendance  until  the  13th  of  July — the  ninth  day  after  the  fracture — when 
they  were  induced  to  believe,  from  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  age  and 
habits  of  the  patient,  and  apprehensions  of  fever,  that  it  was  a  proper  case 
for  amputation.  The  plaintiff  was  averse  to  it,  and  it  was  not  done.  The 
defendants  continued,  as  usual,  their  daily  dressings  of  the  limb,  in  the 
effort  to  save  it  whole,  until  the  23d  of  July ;  when,  at  the  plaintiff's  re- 
quest, they  were  relieved  from  the  charge  of  it.  The  superintendents 
permitted  the  plaintiff  to  employ  any  one  he  chose.  He  sent  for  Dr.  Ship- 
man,  who  (deeming  that  the  case  required  it),  on  the  23d  of  July  pro- 
ceeded to  saw  off  about  one  inch  from  the  end  of  the  bone.  He,  with 
others,  from  that  time,  continued  to  attend  on  the  plaintiff. 

"  It  was  alleged  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  mal-practice,  in 
neglecting  to  dre  ss  the  limb  ;  and  second,  in  not  sawing  off  the  end  of 
the  bone,  it  having  lost  its  vitality." 


Death  of  Dr.  Trowbridge,  Jr. — The  painful  intelligence  has  been  re- 
ceived of  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  Jr.,  of  Wateriown, 
Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.  Having  frequently  exchanged  letters  with  Dr.  Trow- 
bridge, and  known  something  of  the  character  of  his  mind,  we  can  sin- 
cerely deplore  the  loss  of  a  man  who  seemed  destined  to  fill  an  important 
place  in  society.  The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  a  newspaper 
published  in  the  town  where  Dr.  T.  resided  : 

"  He  was  on  his  return  on  horseback  from  a  professional  visit  to  the  up- 
per part  of  the  village,  and  was  overtaken  by  a  pair  of  horses  with  a  lum- 
ber waggon  0)1  the  full  run;  the  pole  of  the  waggon  brought  up  against 
the  Dr.'s  horse,  throwing  both  horse  and  rider  to  the  ground,  and  crushing 
the  skull  of  the  latter,  by  the  fall,  in  a  most  frightful  manner.  Several 
persons  who  were  near  and  witnessed  the  transaction,  hastened  to  render 
assistance,  but  on  raising  Dr.  Trowbridge  to  a  sitting  posture,  the  blood 
gushed  from  his  eyes,  ears,  mouth  and  nose,  in  great  profusion.  Several 
physicians  were  in  immediate  attendance,  and  the  skull  was  bared  by  Dr. 
Crawe  preparatory  to  operating  ;  but  the  frightful  manner  in  which  it  was 
crushed  told  too  plainly  that  no  human  power  could  save  him.  He  died 
in  about  forty-five  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  and,  as  may  be 
supposed,  was  insensible  from  the  time  it  occurred. 

"  Dr.  Trowbridge  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  professor  in 
the  Willoughby  Institute,  Ohio,  formerly  of  this  village,  and  well  known  as 
a  skilful,  accomplished,  and  successful  surgeon.  The  son  was  reared  in  our 
midst,  and  bred  a  surgeon  and  physician  by  his  father,  under  whom  he 
studied  and  with  whom  he  sometimes  practised.  He  was  a  bold,  skilful, 
successful  operator,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  27  years  and  some 
months  old,  had  attained  a  high  professional  reputation.  Cut  off  in  the 
very  morning  of  his  usefulness,  his  death  is  regarded  as  a  public  calamity, 
and  has  diffused  a  general  gloom  over  our  village  and  county. 

"  The  funeral  solemnities  took  place  on  Thursday  last,  and  brought  to- 
gether a  larger  concourse  of  people — among  whom  we  noticed  many  of 
our  most  esteemed  citizens  from  different  and  remote  parts  of  the  county 
— than  was  ever  before  convened  on  a  similar  occasion  in  this  village,  and 
the  ceremonies  of  the  day  were  peculiarly  solemn  and  appropriate.  Dur- 
ing the  funeral  solemnities  the  stores  and  shops  in  the  village  were  closed, 
in  token  of  respect  for  the  deceased." 
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Medical  Statistics.— It  is  understood  thai  Dr.  McRuer,  of  Baugor,  Me., 
%vho  solicited  medical  statistical  information,  by  an  extensively-circu  ated 
paper,  some  months  since,  with  reference  to  the  publication  of  an  elabo- 
rate work  on  the  medical  statistics  of  the  United  States,  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently assisted  to  enable  him  to  complete  the  undertaking  the  present 
year.  This  is  a  sad  disappointment  to  him,  but  will  be  a  far  greater  one 
{o  the  medical  public.  All  who  have  it  in  their  power  should  furnish  him 
forthwith  with  bills  of  mortality  for  a  series  of  years,  and  append  all  sucti 
observations  as  would  make  his  proposed  labor  more  complete  or  accepta- 
ble  in  this  age  of  scientific  investigation.  Dr.  McRuer's  acknowledged 
qualifications  for  the  proposed  labor,  together  with  his  many  excellences 
as  a  man,  make  it  the  more  important  that  nothing  should  be  withheld 
from  him  that  can  increase  the  value  of  his  intended  volume  of  medical 
statistics. 

Medical  Ina2igurations.—On  Wednesday  last,  the  newly-elected  medi- 
cal faculty  of  the  University  of  New  York  were  inaugurated.  1  he  Hon. 
James  Tallmadge,  President  of  the  University,  presided,  and  an  address 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  G.  S.  Pattison,  in  the  chapel.  The  names  of  the 
gentlemen  were  as  follows,  viz. :  Valentine  Mott,  M.D  Pro^  of  Surgery ; 
G  S.  Pattison,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  ;  J.  Revere,  ]\I.D.  Prof,  of  Medi- 
cine ;  M.  Paine,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  and  Materia  Medica;  S.  G. 
Bedford  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  ;  and  J.  S.  Draper,  M.D.,  Prot.  ot 
Chemistry. 

Geneva  Medical  College.— ki  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  Slo.OOO  were  appropriated  for  the  medical  department  of  Geneva 
CoUe'cre  This  was  a  praiseworthy  act.  It  would  not  be  at  all  surprising 
if  tha°t  school,  from  its  location,  should  become  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
in  the  empire  State. 

Br  McPhaiVs  Eulogy.— ^x.  Leonard  McPhail,  U.  S.  A.,  delivered  an 
euloo-ium  on  the  life  and  services  of  the  late  President  Harrison,  before  the 
citizens  of  Eastport,  Me.,  on  the  15th  of  April,  which  was  received  with 
much  approbation,  and  has  since  been  published.  He  evinces  himself  a 
gentleman  of  high  literary  qualifications  ;  and  with  respect  to  his  medical 
attainments,  were  they  not  of  the  first  character,  he  could  not  be  an  army 
surcreon.  Dr.  Moore  and  the  other  medical  examiners  know  very  well 
who  are  qualified  for  medical  commissions. 

Notice.— A~SuppIement  of  12  pages  accompanies  this  No.  of  the  Journal, 
which,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  intended  to  be  bound  up  in  the  volume. 

Married,— April  21,  Samuel  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Peru,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Deland,  of  Sheffield,  Mass.-At  Brighton,  Mass:,  Dr.  Charles  D.  Dowse  of  He- 
bron, Conn.,  to  Miss  M.  A-  Baldwin.— At  W.  Stafford,  Conn.,  Dr.  Josliua  Blodgett 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Eaton.-At  Roxbury,  Mass.,  Wm.  Le  Barron  M.D.,of  Andoyer, 
to  Miss  S.  J.  Carr.— In  Billerica,  Mass.,  Henry  Blanchard,  M.T>.,  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Farmer. 

Died,— At  Southington,  Ct,  Dr.  Timothy  Jones,  57,  postmaster  at  that  place. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  12,  29.-Males,  Id  ;  Females,  14.     Stillborn,  6. 
o7  consumption,  6-lun?  fever,  3-lioDping  cougb,   1-dropsy,   --old   age,  3-tyidius  fever,    1- 
smallpox    3-casualtv,  1-iuflammation  of  the  lungs,  1-measles,  1-tumor  on  the  brain,  1-suic.de, 
1— apoplexy,  1— mfaritile,  1— tumor  in  the  chest,  1— drowned,  1. 
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AN   ELIGIBLE   SITUATION  FOR  A   PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN  located  in  the  western  part  of  Windhiun  Couniy,  Vermont,  in  a  community  containing 
about  1600  inhabitants,  and  liaving  n  iiractice  worth  more  than  $800  a  year,  wishing  to  reiiniinish 
business,  offers  his  stand  for  sale.     Possession  given  forthwith.    Address  editor,  &c.  Jun  2— 3t 

TO   PHYSICIANS. 

An  excellent  stand  for  a  physician,  commanding  a  practice  of  $1200  or  $1500  per  annum,  situated 
in  one  of  the  pleasantest  villages  in  New   England,  about  15  miles  from  Boston,  is  offered  lor  sale,  the 
present  incumbent  being  about  to  retire  from  the  profession.     Imiuire  at  this  ollice. 
Je  9— 3t* 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  the  first  Thursday,  5th  of  August,  1841,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks.  Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  lectures,  $50  ;  fee  for  those  who  have  attended  two 
courses  at  any  respectable  medical  school,  $10-,  graduation  fee,  $18;  library  fee  according  to  the 
number  of  books  taken.     Board,  from  $1,50  to  $2,00. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  iVIedicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        -        -     H.  H.  Childs,  D.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by         ....        Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by James  McClintock,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  by  -         -  -  -         Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  bv    -        -        -  -  -      M.  A.  Lee,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by    -     ,   -  Chester  Devvev,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, -  C.  C.  Chaffee,  M.D. 

PiUsfield,  Mass.,  May,  1841.  Je  9— tL  PARKER  HALL,  Secretary. 

DR.   J.   J.  MOORMAN, 

RESIDENT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 

May  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  using  the  JVhite  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  &c.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  White  Siilpliur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  iZd,  1840.  O.  28— lamtMcheoptO 

HOMCEOPATHIC    BOOKS    AND    MEDICINE   CHESTS. 

Otis  Clapp,  No.  10  Scliool  street,  Boston,  has  for  sale,  Currie's  Practice  of  Homoeopathy  ;  Everest 
on  do.  ;  Broacke  on  do.;  Dunsford's  Practical  Advantages  of  do ;  Dunsford's  do.  Remedies  ;  Qiiin's 
FharmacopcBia;  Simpson's  do. ;  Hahnemann's  Organon  ;  Jeane's  do.  Practice;  Jahr's  Manual  ;  Her- 
rings's  do.,  or  Domestic  Physician  ;  Rouff 's  Repertory  ;  Currie's  Domestic  do. ;  Broacke's  Diseases  of 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  Constipation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Humphrey.  Also  small  works  for  popular 
use  bv  Croserio,  Eustaphieve,  Everest,  Green,  Herring,  Des  Guidi,  <fec.  Medicine  Chests  for  saleas 
above.  O.  C.  is  agent  for  the  Homoeopathic  Examiner,  by  A.  Gerard  Hall,  published  monthly  in 
New  York.  My  12— 

THEODORE  METCALF,  APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  TremontRow,  Boston,  is  sole  ajent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  to  be  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  files,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

0=Any  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  Hwnes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  office.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  .$4 — without,  $3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.   No.  181  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  K.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents  : — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  D.Crosby, 
Hanover;  L.  S.  Bartlclt,  Kingston  ;  L.  Bartlelt,  Haverhill;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheeler, 
Dover;  N.  Kendall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewelt,  St.  Johusbnry. 

PRIVATE    MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  having  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  instruction,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  opportunities  for  study  and  practice  .hs  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Mas.sa- 
chusetts  Medical  College,  to  the  jjracticeof  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  ami  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Ur.  Otis.  Tern;s  may  be  learned 
by  calling  on  Ur.  Otis,  No.  8  Chambers  street.    Fuel,  lights  and  rooms  without  charge. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  August  19,  1810.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 


THR  UO.STON  MEDICAL  AND  SUROICAI,  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  (;L\1'I',  .111.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addres-ied,  post  paid.  It  is  also  pnl>lished  in  Monthlv  Parts,  \vith  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  S.MITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  '  Price  $3,00  a  year  iji  advance,  $3,50  alter  three 
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ailvaiice.  Ordcjs  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  ill  advauce  or  satisfactory  relfer- 
ence.    Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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DR.    BOVVDITCUS    REJOINDER    TO   DR.   PAINES  "REPLY." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical^and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir. — Will  you  allow  the  few  remarks  that  follow  to  have  a  place  in  a 
Supplement  to  your  Journal.  I  believe  that  Dr.  Paine  in  his  reply  to  me 
(Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Vol.  23,  page  183,  &tc.)  has  made 
many  rash  assertions  in  regard  to  Louis,  which  I  think  should  not  pass 
unnoticed.  Still  I  am  unwilling  to  ask  for  a  place  in  the  body  of  the 
Journal,  as  the  subject  has  already  occupied  so  much  space.  In  the  let- 
ter from  INI.  Louis  to  me,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  rather  misinterpreted  the 
precise  object  of  my  questions  to  him,  and  probably  thought  that  Dr.  P. 
had  attempted  to  take  from  himself  (M.  Louis)  the  credit  of  the  works 
under  his  name.  I  am  not  sorry,  however,  for  the  mistake,  inasmuch  as 
his  answers  incidentally  bearing  upon  the  points  at  issue  between  me  and 
Dr.  Paine,  will  be  of  more  weight  than  if  prepared  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  meeting  my  wants. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  much  detail  in  my  rejoinder. 
The  chief  items  which  I  stated  in  my  first  communication  I  believe  still 
to  be  true,  and  notwithstanding  Dr.  Paine  considers  that,  "  actuated  by 
the  lowest  motives,"  I  have  "  thrown  suspicions  over  the  honest  guardians 
of  the  press,"  and  himself  in  particular,  when  "  it  is  apparent  that  he  has 
had  at  heart  the  icell  being,  alone,  of  his  fellow  men,'^  I  still  do  not  re- 
tract. Moreover,  having  been  accused  of  Ijeing  too  severely  personal,*  it 
gratifies  me  to  find  that  one  journal  in  this  country  sustains  me,f  and  the 
able  editor  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,;j;  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  pages,  is  by  no  means  backward  in  be- 
stowing a  stinging  rebuke  upon  Dr.  Paine.  The  "  forbearance  "  of  the 
Medical  Press,  which  Dr.  Paine  speaks  of  in  his  5th  number,  is  caused,  I 
fear,  by  the  same  motives  that  induced  a  reviewer  in  one  of  the  capitals 
of  Great  Britain,  to  say  in  a  private  letter  to  a  friend,  that  he  threw  the 
book  aside  as  one  which  "  would  carry  us  back  to  the  dreamy  theories  " 
of  the  past,  which  '•  utterly  despises  the  Baconian  Philosophy,"  and 
finally,  which  is  so  diffuse,  that  one  "  half  of  it  would  never  be  read,  and 
the  other  half  would  not  be  believed."  Perhaps,  as  I  suggested  in  my 
preface  to  the  pamphlet  of  "•'  Remarks,"  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have 
suffered  the  whole  to  have  fallen  stillborn  from  the  press,  an  acephalous 
foetus. 

"  Informe,  ingens,  cui  lumen  ademptum." — JEii.  3. 

But  I  felt  called  upon  to  repel  so  rude  an  assault,  and  as  Dr.  P.  has  seen 
fit  to  reply,  I  will  not  yield  without  at  least  pointing  out  some  of  the  pu- 
erilities which  he  has  blazoned  forth  in  his  "  Reply."     I  say  puerilities, 

*  Dunglisnn's  .Journal. 

t  Baltimore  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

i  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Rev.,  April,  1841. 
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because  no  wise  man  would  have  displayed  his  own  ignorance  of  the  most 
common  peculiarities  of  Louis's  method.  But  you  may  rest  assured,  Mr. 
Editor,  that  if  Dr.  P.  hereafter  says  anything  upon  this  subject,  or  any 
other,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  or  him  with  any  criticisms  upon  it. 

Mean  while,  as  Dr.  Paine  has  seen  fit  to  honor  me  with  a  Latin  quota- 
tion,* which  I  presume  he  thinks  peculiarly  applicable  to  myself,  it  is  but 
right  that  I  should  be  equally  complimentary,  and  I  therefore  submit  the 
following,  from  a  writer  much  more  ancient. 

Very  truly  yours,     H.  L  B. 

Martin  Paine,  M.D.,  A.M. 

Sir, — In  your  "  Reply  "  to  some  strictures  by  H.  L  B.  up6n  your 
Commentaries,  you  say,  in  application  to  n)yself,  that  you  regret  to  be 
obliged  "  to  touch  upon  the  morals  of  another  "  (183  Journ.,  3  Pampl.)  ;f 
whilst  previously,  without  any  personal  acquaintance  with  Louis,  you  saw 
fit  to  accuse  him  of  gross  acts  of  injustice  to  his  contemporaries.  Your 
apparent  dislike  to  treat  me  in  the  same  manner  seems  to  bear  somewhat 
the  impress  of  insincerity.  However,  whatever  regards  myself,  I  shall 
not  notice  ;  but  how  have  you  refuted  my  assertion  that  you  had  done  in- 
justice to  Louis  ?  By  the  following  remark.  "  Shall  we,  for  instance, 
pronounce  the  politician  a  '  liar'  or  '  a  base  private  character,'  because  he 
disregards  the  public  weal  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  party,  or  even  ad- 
vance the  aim  of  selfish  ambition  ?  "  "  It  is  exactly  in  the  foregoing  re- 
spect that  I  have  considered  M.  Louis — publicly  wrong,  but  probably 
amiable  in  private  life."  Your  powers  of  argument  must  be  more  forcible 
than  they  are,  Sir,  before  you  can  persuade  me,  and  (I  am  disposed  to 
think)  many  others,  that  any  one  guilty  of  gross  public  immorality  can  be 
an  amiable  citizen.  Such  a  man  is  tainted  with  untruth  in  one  act  of 
his  life,  and  the  next  moment  becomes  pure  as  driven  snow  !  No,  Sir, 
such  an  anomaly  cannot  exist,  notwithstanding  your  assertion  to  the  con- 
trary. 

You  are  quite  anxious  that  every  "loop-hole  of  escape  "  (189  Journal, 
5  Pampl.)  from  utter  annihilation  may  be  closed  against  me.  You  seem 
quite  certain  of  destroying  my  own  reputation  for  justice,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  undermine  my  arguments,  and  therefore  you  infonn  us,  in  glaring 
capitals,  whom  you  suppose  the  mysterious  letters  H.  L  B.  to  indicate. 
My  dear  Sir,  you  take  unusual  pains  to  do  what,  had  I  not  supposed  that 
the  readers  of  the  Journal  would  have  smiled  at  my  bonhommie  for  doing, 
I  should  have  done  myself.  I  had  a  right  to  assail  you  anonymously  ;  but 
as  I  knew  1  should  be  severe,  I  scorned  to  do  so.  The  question  then 
arose  w  hether  1  should  sign  my  name,  and,  as  I  suggest  above,  I  thought 
that  by  so  doing  I  should  seem  to  be  too  much  an  imitator  of  other  "  com- 
mentators," i.  e.  I  should  put  n)y  name  to  remarks  of  very  trifling  import- 
ance to  the  public  at  large.  I  decided  therefore  to  use  my  initials,  as 
these  would  be  sufficient  for  yourself  and  for  any  of  our  friends  who  should 
take  any  interest  in  our  discussion.  But  as  you  have  seen  fit  to  publish 
the  name,  the  burden  of  the  folly  rests  upon  yourself. 

*  Mal<!  ciincla  niiiiislrat  iiniietiis. — Provfrh. 

\  1  Khali  give  Uie  pages  or  the  Jouruul  ami  or  Dr.  Paiue's  pamphlet. 
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You  accuse  me  (18S  Journ.  5  Pampl.)  of  condemning  my  own  trans- 
lation. The  unjust  character  of  this  assertion  will  appear  plain  when  I 
state  that  you  iiave  quoted  more  than  two  hundred  passages  from  my 
translation  of  Louis's  works,  and  in  one  instance  even  preferred  mine  to 
Dr.  Cowan's.  Yet  in  two  instances  alone  have  1  referred  to  slight  inac- 
curacies, from  inattention  to  which,  however,  you  have  deduced  important 
results.  In  one  case  a  semicolon  was  placed  where  a  comma  should  have 
been.  You  read  as  far  as  the  semicolon,  and  then  indited  a  column  of 
"  commentaries  ; "  but  an  accurate  reader  would  have  at  least  perused  the 
paragraph.  The  other  error  was  equally  insignificant.  But  without  fur- 
ther argument  upon  this  point,  1  stand  at  issue  upon  the  general  idea  of 
any  one  becoming  a  "  philosophical  "  commentator  upon  mere  transla- 
tions. You  say,  ''  suppose  JVluiler,  for  instance,  whom  I  have  quoted 
largely  and  critically,  sliould  start  the  same  objection."  Well,  Sir,  in  my 
opinion  he  would  have  as  much  right  to  complain  of  you  for  using  Dr. 
Baly's  translation,  as  Dr.  Carpenter  has  for  your  criticism  of  his  doctrines 
merely  upon  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  of  his  opinions  from  a 
review!  We  usually  have  believed  that  the  best  translation  rarely  con- 
veys to  a  ripe  scholar  the  spirit  and  truth  of  the  original  ;  but  it  seems 
that  in  the  progress  oi  Philosophical  Commentaries,  we  may  now  neglect 
originals  altogether.  Can  we  judge  of  Homer  from  Pope  ?  or  of  the  noble 
tragedies  of  Sophocles  from  the  dull  Francklin  ?  Do  we  judge  of  Cicero's 
philosophical  writings  from  translations  ?  How,  then.  Sir,  can  you  pretend 
to  be  so  fond  of  some  of  the  highest  forms  of  criticism,  and  yet  do  not  go 
to  the  originals  of  the  works  you  speak  of,  trusting  now  to  a  translation 
which  may  have  been  made  by  a  mere  tyro  for  the  sake  of  a  little  ephe- 
meral applause,  and  again  to  the  pages  of  a  general  review  !  It  seems  to 
me  that  upon  your  own  admission  your  volumes  are  very  faulty  in  their 
ground  work. 

I  shall  here  introduce  the  following  correspondence,  which  has  some 
bearing  upon  the  topics  afterwards  discussed  in  your  reply. 

COPY     OF    A    LETTER    TO    MONS.    LOUIS. 

Boston,  2Qth  Dec.  1840. 
My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  sent  you  some  copies  of  a  small  pamphlet 
which  I  printed  lately  in  reference  to  a  lai'ge  work  published  by  Dr. 
Paine,  of  New  York.  I  hope  that  you  have  received  them.  Dr.  Paine 
has  answered  me,  and  now  1  am  desirous  of  obtaining  some  replies  from 
you  to  the  following  questions. 

1.  In  what  relation  did  you  stand  to  ]\lr.  Chomel  during  the  time 
that  you  were  engaged  in  collecting  the  observations  concerning  which 
you  speak  in  your  advertisement  to  the  Treatise  on  the  Typhoid  Affec- 
tion ? 

2.  Were  you  the  chief  physician  of  those  patients  whose  histories  you 
have  there  given  us  ? 

3.  Were  the  prescriptions  made  by  yourself  or  M.  Chomel  ? 

4.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  had  the  sole  treatment  of  the  persons 
whose  histories  are  given  in  the  above  work  ? 
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5.  Did  M.  Chomel  delegate  to  your  charge  a  certain  number  of  patients 
in  order  that  you  might  experinlent  upon  them,  and  if  so,  were  any  among 
those  mentioned  as  above  committed  to  you  ? 

6.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  true  that  the  seven  hundred  cases  mentioned  in  your 
advertisement  (of  diseases  differing  from  the  typhoid  affection)  actually 
came  under  your  own  observation  ? 

7.  Was  it  your  intention  that  these  seven  hundred  cases  should  form 
the  basis  of  your  work,  as  much  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  cases 
of  the  typhoid  affection  ? 

8.  What  species  of  analysis  did  you  make  of  these  seven  hundred  cases  ? 

9.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Recueillir  ?  "  that  is  to  say, 
what  do  you  mean  by  the  expression  "  J'ai  recueilli  de  1822  a  1827,  &c." 
page  9,  Advertisement? 

10.  Were  there  other  records  than  your  own  of  the  symptoms,  which 
you  could  have  examined  in  making  your  analysis  ? 

11.  When  you  were  in  the  service  of  M.  Chomel  were  there  other  re- 
cords made  for  the  hospital  archives  ?  If  so,  please  describe  them,  and 
if  you  made  use  of  them,  in  what  manner  did  you  use  them  ? 

12.  If  you  made  use  of  any  other  records  than  your  own,  will  you  ex- 
plain to  me  to  what  extent  you  did  so  ? 

13.  How  many  apartments  were  entrusted  to  the  care  of  M.  Chomel, 
— what  were  their  names,  and  how  many  patients  were  usually  under  his 
treatment  ? 

14.  Were  the  apartments  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Jean  confided  to  you  ? 

If  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  answer,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  ad- 
dress mentioned  below,  these  questions,  I  shall  feel  very  much  gratified, 
for  although  I  have  vej-y  little  doubt  with  reference  to  the  true  answer  to 
each  question,  I  prefer  to  be  entirely  sure. 

Accept,  my  dear  Sir,  my  sentiments  of  esteem. 

H.    I.    BOWDITCH. 


MONS.    LOUIS    TO    DR.    BOWDITCH. 

Feb.  8,  1841. 

1  have  received,  my  dear  friend,  the  pamphlet  which  you  published  in 
reference  to  Dr.  Paine's  work,  and  I  hope  likewise  that  before  this  you 
have  received  the  second  edition  of  my  researches  upon  the  typhoid  affec- 
tion. As  I  have  not  seen  Dr.  Paine's  work,  I  can  scarce  conceive  of  the 
importance  which  you  attach  to  the  answers  which  you  desire  to  the 
questions  that  you  propose.  Nevertheless,  I  hasten  to  give  them,  and 
send  them  according  to  the  address  which  you  have  mentioned. 

1.  I  stood  in  regard  to  him  merely  in  the  light  of  friendship,  and  I  ob- 
served in  the  apartments  iSt.  Jean  and  St.  Joseph  which  were  entrusted 
to  him.  The  only  advice  I  had  from  M.  Chomel  was,  to  give  more  ex- 
tent to  my  researches  upon  Phthisis,  to  modify  a  little  the  order  which  I 
had  adopted  in  the  arrangement  of  the  objects  of  interest  in  the  study  of 
the  Typhoid  Affection.  M.  Chomel  never  gave  me  any  further  counsel, 
and  it  is  my  work  alone, — a  work,  too,  that  caused  him  to  abandon  his 
previous  views  of  fever.     If  Mr.  Paine  thinks  that  I  was  dependent  upon 


Dr.  Bowditch's  Rejoinder  to  Dr.  Paint's  ''Reply.''  313 

him  for  any  other  assistance  than  the  privilege  of  observing  in  his  apart- 
ments, lie  is  wholly  deceived.  1  am  under  no  scientific  obligations  to  M. 
Chomel,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  my  researches  at  the  hospital  La 
Charite  may  have  been  very  useful  to  him. 

2.  I  was  in  no  respect  the  physician  of  the  patients  whose  histories  I 
collected.  I  observed  the  condition  of  the  patients,  and  nothing  more  ;  in 
the  same  way  that  I  did  at  Gibraltar  when  examining  the  Yellow  Fever. 
At  the  latter  place  1  was  frequently  requested  to  undertake  to  treat  the 
patients,  and  as  constantly  refused,  because  1  wished  to  remain  entirely  in 
my  station  of  simple  observer.  It  is  evident,  in  fact,  that  we  must  have 
more  confidence  in  the  results  drawn  from  patients  whom  we  simply  ob- 
serve, without  at  the  same  time  treating  them,  than  we  should  from  simi- 
lar results  from  patients  whom  we  are  observing  and  treating  at  the  same 
time.  Before  my  second  edition  of  the  work  on  Fever,  1  never  deduced 
any  inferences  on  Therapeutics,  save  from  the  observations  of  others,  and 
it  is  only  in  this  second  edition,  together  with  that  of  my  researches  upon 
Blood-letting  and  Tartarized  Antimony,  that  1  have  given  the  results  of 
my  practice. 

3.  Every  prescription  was  made  by  M.  Chomel. 

4.  No  one  of  the  patients  whose  cases  I  have  given  in  my  researches 
upon  the  typhoid  affection,  were  submitted  to  my  treatment. 

5.  M.  Chomel  never  gave  me  any  patients  to  treat,  and  had  he  wish- 
ed to  do  so,  I  should  have  refused,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  above. 

6.  It  is  evident  from  the  expressions  made  use  of  in  the  first  edition  of 
my  researches  upon  the  typhoid  affection,  that  the  histories  of  the  patients 
of  which  I  have  given  an  analysis,  were  collected  by  me,  and  that  I  saw 
and  studied  all  those  patients. 

7.  My  researches  upon  the  typhoid  affection  rest,  at  the  same  time, 
upon  the  188  cases  of  this  affection  which  I  analyzed,  and  upon  the  700 
observations  of  other  acute  diseases  which  I  likewise  analyzed. 

8.  The  analysis  which  I  made  of  these  last  (700)  cases,  consisted  in 
comparing,  by  means  of  the  numerical  method,  the  symptoms  and  lesions 
found  in  the  individuals  afflicted  with  the  typhoid  affection,  with  the  symp- 
toms and  lesions  found  in  individuals  affected  with  other  acute  diseases. 
This  is  evident  from  the  perusal  of  the  smallest  portion  of  my  work,  as 
well  as  from  its  entire  contents. 

9.  When  I  say  "  J'ai  recueilli  I'histoire"  of  a  patient,  I  mean  to  express 
that  I  noted,  day  by  day,  in  my  notes,  every  circumstance  that  the  patient 
has  presented  to  my  observation.  ["Quand  je  dis  que  j'ai  recueilli 
I'histoire  d'un  malade,  je  veux  exprimer  que  j'ai  consigne,  jour  par  jour, 
dans  mes  notes,  tout  ce  que  le  malade  offrait  a  mon  observation."  I  beg 
the  reader  to  remember  that  out  of  my  translation  of  "  recueillir"  Dr.  P. 
makes  a  great  plot  to  deceive  my  medical  brethren.] 

10.  II,  12.  There  is  no  record  of  symptoms  kept  in  the  hospitals  in 
Paris,  therefore  I  could  not  consult  them  ;  but  if  there  had  been  millions, 
1  should  never  have  had  recourse  to  them,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in 
the  advertisement  to  my  researches  upon  phthisis,  my  memoir  upon  the 
proper  method  of  arriving  at  general  facts,  viz.  because  it  is  difficult  to 
observe,  and  because  when  1  began   to  pursue  my  researches  no  one 
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had  such  confidence  in  such  records  as  would  have  led  nne  to  place  entire 
faith  in  any  that  mit,dit  have  been  kept  at  that  epoch.  Nothing  but  pre- 
judice (mauvaise  foi),  as  it  seems  to  me,  will  deny  that  my  researches 
have  had  an  influence  upon  the  exact  method  of  observation  which  pre- 
vails now,  and  that  no  one  before  me  had  pointed  out  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
servation— a  new  proof  that,  generally,  observations  were  made  with  very 
little  exactness. 

In  regard  to  numerical  analysis,  I  would  remark  that  although  some 
may  have  made  attempts  before  I  tried  it,  it  was  by  instinct,  and  in  this 
manner  solely  ;  but  no  one  ever  made  a  law  of  it,  whereby  to  arrive  at 
the  knowledge  of  truth.  The  numerical  method  has  been  used  by  physi- 
cians only  since  yesterday,  as  it  were  ;  it  is  a  wholly  new  thing,  and  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  works  by  physicians  prove  it.  M.  Chomel  has  hardly 
done  me  complete  justice  upon  this  point.  Mess.  Marc  D'Espine,  of 
Geneva,  Valleix,  and  finally  Prof.  Forget  of  Strasburg,  are  the  only 
persons  who  have  attributed  to  me  what  really  belongs  to  me.  (See  the 
last  page  of  the  Treatise  of  M.  Forget  upon  Enterite  Folliculeuse.) 

I  advise  you,  my  dear  friend,  in  furtherance  of  the  object  that  you  have 
in  view,  to  read  the  preface  to  the  second  edition  of  my  researches  upon 
the  typhoid  affection,  and  that  to  the  Examination  of  the  Review  of  my 
works  by  M.  Broussais.  You  will  have  no  difficulty  afterwards,  in  de- 
monstrating that  if  any  one  wishes  to  prove  that  I  have  been  guided,  he  is 
mistaken,  since  my  results  destroyed  M.  Chomel's  work  upon  Fevers, 
&;c.  How  could  1  have  been  guided  by  a  man  who,  although  certainly 
of  great  talent,  employed  all  the  force  of  his  mind  and  of  his  time  in  sus- 
taining the  doctrine  of  the  essential  nature  of  fevers  ?  He  evidently  was 
not  following  a  good  method,  and  like  his  contemporaries  did  not  seem  to 
be  at  all  aware  that  the  imperfect  condition  of  medicine  depended  mainly 
upon  incomplete  observation,  and  to  a  still  more  imperfect  analysis  of 
facts,  I  had  almost  said  a  total  absence  of  all  analysis.  For  what  physi- 
cian before  this  ever  laid  down  for  himself  a  law  never  to  state  a  general 
proposition,  unless  it  was  the  rigorous  expression  of  the  numerical  analysis 
of  a  greater  or  less  number  of  facts.  If  any  general  proposition  has  been 
stated  without  its  being  a  rigorous  expression  of  facts,  I  disavow  it,  and 
my  friends  should  do  the  same,  and  not  consider  such  a  proposition  except 
as  the  effect  of  a  heedless  mode  of  reasoning. 

I  hope,  my  dear  friend,  that  this  letter  will  arrive  in  season.  I  have  with 
pleasure  kept  you  in  remembrance  among  your  good  friends  at  Paris. 
My  wife  thanks  you  for  your  recollection  of  her.  We  are  all  very  well, 
and  hope  that  you  are  so  likewise.  *  *  #  *  Do  not  forget  to  remem- 
ber me  to  Mess.  Jackson,  Warren,  Shattuck,  &c.,  and  receive,  my  dear 
friend,  the  renewed  expression  of  my  sincere  attachment. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

I  doubt  not.  Sir,  that  you  will  find  enough  to  carp  at  in  the  above 
letter,  and  that  it  will  serve,  in  your  opinion,  to  sustain  the  idea  set  forth  that 
Louis  runs  high  over  the  ruins  of  others.  But  at  present  I  wish  to  use 
the  epistle  for  a  different  purpose  from  any  discussion  upon  this  subject. 

NoVv,  sir,  the  pages  189  to  193  Journal,  or  7  to  10  Pamphlet,  are 
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occupied  in  attempting  to  prove  that  Louis  had  the  care  of  the  patients, 
and  was  responsible  (or  their  treatment — and  in  answer  to  the  whole  of 
these  pages  I  refer  to  Louis's  response  to  wy  first  foin-  questions.  By 
these  answers  your  whole  fabric  is  overthrown.  1  will  therefore  pass  over 
them,  with  a  single  remark  upon  your  closing  lament  at  being  obliged  to 
use  "  any  language  that  may  be  offensive  to  a  chastened  taste  ;  but  vul- 
garity may  not  always  be  rebuked  by  forbearance,"  &,c.  You  perhaps 
forget  that  you  accuse  Louis  of  condemning  to  the  guillotine  (your  own 
Italics)  all  his  predecessors,  most  of  his  contemporaries,  and  threatening 
even  posterity  "  with  the  same  fate  if  it  do  not  believe  in  him."  Have 
you  not  said  that  he  "fats  himself  upon  other  men's  ruins"?  diat  "he 
knows  no  road  to  fame,  but  over  the  ruins  of  others"  ?  and  have  you  not 
by  what  doubtless  you  supposed  to  be  a  very  apt  quotation,  applied  to  , 
him  the  very  polite  epithet  of  confounded  Jool?  (your  Italics.)  How 
sadly  you  must  feel  to  be  obliged  by  my  "  vulgarity"  towards  you,  to  use 
language  improper  for  chastened  ears  !  Your  remarks  are  so  polished  in 
reference  to  one  who  never  reviled  you,  that  no  one  for  a  moment  can 
doubt  that  it  must  be  very  disagreeable  to  you  to  feel  obliged  to  speak 
harshly  of  one  who  has  rebuked  you  freely  and  frankly,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  truly. 

In  your  second  number  you  prepare  several  articles  of  indictment, 
which  certainly  seem  very  severe  ;  but  in  some  manner  they  seem  to 
elude  my  grasp,  as  I  proceed  :  and  several  friends  have  noticed  the  same 
peculiarity.  The  assertions  are  made,  but,  contrary  to  what  happens  in 
courts  of  justice,  we  have  no  verdict  returned.  The  articles  disappear 
mainly  in  tenues  auras.  In  regard  to  what  I  stated  about  the  number  of 
cases  used  by  Louis,  I  refer  to  my  Remarks,  as  I  do  not  conceive  that 
your  answer  needs  any  criticism.  But  on  page  204  J.  (or  14  P.)  j'ou 
accuse  me  of  altering  my  translation  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  you. 
You  will  doubtless  scarcely  believe  me,  when  I  say  that  the  plot  you 
discover  on  my  part  reminds  me  of  the  famous  political  plot  which  oc- 
curred in  your  city -a  short  time  previously  to  the  recent  presidential  can- 
vass. It  existed  alone  in  the  brains  of  the  conceivers  of  it ;  but,  alas  ! 
the  public  could  not  be  made  to  believe  a  word  of  it.  The  difference 
between  my  present  and  former  translation  arose  in  this  way.  Upon  ex- 
amining the  original  work  (according  to  the  rule  so  very  offensive  to  you) 
I  sought  to  give  as  accurate  a  translation  as  I  could  fi'om  my  knovviedge 
of  Louis's  usual  method  of  observing.  I  did  so  without  in  the  least  diink- 
ing  of  my  previous  translation.  My  sole  aim  was  to  state  the  truth  as 
clearly  as  I  could.  Yet  you,  sir,  dare  to  say  that  my  "  new  translation  is 
false,"  and  subsequently  you  accuse  me  of  wilfully  stating  what  I  knew 
to  be  untrue,  and  that  i  knew  my  first  translation  was  the  more  correct. 
Now  I  wish  the  reader  to  understand  that  this  plot  arose  from  my  having 
translated  at  first  the  word  "  recueillir''  by  the  very  indefinite,  so  fav  as 
Louis  is  concerned,  but  correct  in  its  general  signification,  word  "  collect." 
You,  sir,  evidently  meant  to  insinuate  that  Louis  had  never  carefully  ex- 
amined and  recorded  any  but  133  cases  ;  whereby  one  of  the  chief  ele- 
ments in  the  support  of  the  Researches  on  typhoid  would  have  been 
destroyed.     But  1  knew  he  had  done  more,  and  tlierefore  I  said  that  he 
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"carefully  recorded"  (instead  of  " collected"),  because  I  knew,  from  per- 
sonal intercourse,  that  that  was  tlie  signification  in  his  mind  of  that  term. 
But  I  refer  you  to  9th  answer  of  his  letter,  and  in  that  you  will  find  that  I 
have  very  exactly  translated  the  whole.  Where,  now,  is  my  plot,  in  the 
exposure  of  which  you  use  nearly  10  pages  of  your  pamphlet! 

Again,  in  regard  to  your  assertion  that  I  endeavor  to  mislead  my  medi- 
cal brethren  about  the  700  cases,  also  to  his  use  of  other  records,  and  the 
foolish  assum])tion  that  Louis  had  the  wards  St.  John  and  St.  Joseph 
committed  to  his  care,  I  refer  you  to  answers  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  10,  11,  12, 
and  13;  and  by  these  I  undermine  your  whole  structure  of  infamy,  de- 
scribad  between  pages  200  and  210  J.,  (12  and  20  P.)  and  which  you 
hoped  would  weigh  me  down.  It  falls  back  upon  the  builder,  and  thus 
1  leave  this  chapter  and  pass  to  your  3d  article. 

From  page  216  to  220  J.,  (or  20  to  24  P.)  you  endeavor  to  prove 
that  Louis  ought  not  to  be  allowed  anything  which  he  does  not  grant  to 
others.  You  say  he  should  have  given  the  histories  of  all  his  patients,  so 
that  we  might  judge  of  their  merits.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  require  of 
him  rather  too  much.  The  record  of  58  cases  merely  of  the  typhoid 
disease  swells  the  work  upon  that  disease  to  twice  the  size  that  it  would 
have  were  no  observations  given.  Now  if  the  800  "  carefully  recorded" 
cases  had  been  printed,  we  should  have  had  an  enormous  number  of  vol- 
umes. I  am  willing  to  allow,  if  you  wish  it,  that  he  ought  to  have  print- 
ed them,  and  yet  I  would  ask  you  whether  any  one  would  have  had  more 
faith  in  him  for  so  doing.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  should  infer  that  we 
ought  to  have  equal  confidence  in  Dr.  Perry's  4000  cases,  as  we  have 
in  the  manuscript  cases  of  Louis  ;  for  Louis  has  demonstrated  in  the 
cases  he  has  detailed,  his  accuracy  of  observation  and  skill  in  diagnosis. 
Dr.  Perry  may  be  equally  accurate,  but  we  may  have  no  proof. 

But  the  most  amusing  portion  of  this  article  is  that  in  which  you  assert 
that  "you  have  unravelled  the  snare,  and  made  out  fully  your  specifica- 
tions." Truly,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  I  cannot  see  how  you  have 
proved  all  your  articles  of  indictment,  even  if  your  own  evidence  had  not 
been  controverted  by  Louis's  letter.  I  am  perhaps  somewhat  blinded,  but 
I  was  much  struck  with  the  truth  of  the  following  remark  which  I  find  in 
the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  April,  1841.  The  writer  is 
criticizing  your  Commentaries,  and  the  remark  seems  to  apply  very  well 
to  the  present  case  :  "  But  we  fancy  that  his  mind  must  be  deficient  in 
one  qualification,  which  is  rather  important  for  one  who  sets  up  for  a  phi- 
losopher (a  title  of  which  we  should  judge  by  the  heading  of  four  of  his 
essays  that  the  writer  is  rather  ambitious),  namely,  tlie  capability  of  per- 
ceiving accurately  the  relation  of  ideas.  This  notion  we  have  formed 
from  the  multitude  of  instances  of  loose  and  incoherent  reasoning,  of  con- 
tradictory statements,  and  of  misinterpretations  of  the  opinions  of  others, 
that  we  have  detected  in  his  works,"  But  perhaps  this  is  sufficient  for 
this  article. 

Article  4.  You  api)ly  the  epithet  "  atrocious^'  (page  233  J.,  or  25  P.) 
to  my  assertions  that  you  "  never  let  the  reader  lose  sight  of  the  main  ob- 
ject of  your  work,  viz.  a  violent  attack  upon  the  Numerical,  or,  as  he 
chooses  to  call  it,  the  Anatomical  School."     In  calling  Louis  the  Rival 
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Anatomist  of  Antlral  (Vol.  2,  558)  ;  in  speakin<r  of  one  of  Louis's  cases 
as  one  of  the  strong  cases  of  the  Anatomical  School  (Vol.  2,  631),  in 
quoting  Louis's  remarks,  and  adding  thereunto  "  or  the  Anatomical 
School"  (Vol.  2,  641),  I  presumed  at  least  that  you  thought  these  two 
schools  to  be  nearly  allied,  identified  in  fact,  or  that  the  Numerical  was 
swallowed  up  in  the  Anatomical.  IS'ow,  as  in  my  Remarks  I  proved  that 
Louis,  though  valuing  highly  INIorbid  Anatomy,  is  continually  advising 
the  student  to  examine  carefully  the  symptoms,  1  consider  that  the  JNumeri- 
cal  School  stands  upon  higher  ground  than  you  allow.  It  endeavors  to 
attend  accurately  to  Physiology,  to  the  Symptoms  of  Disease,  and  Mor- 
bid Anatomy.  I  regard  Louis  as  the  incarnation,  if  1  may  so  say,  of  the 
Numerical  Theory  of  Medicine,  but  by  the  above  remarks  you  make  him 
a  mere  anatomist.  This  is  what  1  complain  of.  The  strict  follower  of 
the  Numerical  INIethod  stands  far  above  the  Morbid  Anatomist.  But 
you  too  frequently,  as  we  have  seen  above,  use  the  terms  Numeri- 
cal and  Anatomical  as  equally  applicable  to  the  same  person.  In 
the  technical  sense  of  these  words  they  should  riot  be  thus  used. 

Again,  you  complain  that  I  state  that  you  never  let  us  "lose  sight  of 
the  main  object,"  viz.  "a  violent  attack  upon  the  numerical  school." 
Perhaps  "a"  would  have  been  more  appropriate  than  the;  nevertheless, 
I  wish-  to  enumerate  the  reasons  why  I  made  the  remark,  viz. :  1st,  because 
of  the  long  chapter  devoted  exclusively  to  the  writings  of  Louis,  which 
are  the  only  perfect  specimens  of  the  Numerical  Method  in  existence.  If 
the  results  contained  therein  are  useless,  the  method,  so  far  as  it  was  pur- 
sued in  arriving  at  these  results,  is  useless,  so  intimately  are  the  two 
connected.  In  other  words,  the  Numerical  Method  is  attacked.  It  is 
useless  for  you  to  deny  this,  for  Louis's  writings  rest  wholly  upon  this 
method  ;  it  runs  through  all  his  works,  and  any  one  who  attacks  one  as 
you  have  done,  must  necessarily  attack  the  other.  But,  2d,  in  addition 
to  this  chapter,  I  repeat  that  you  never  let  us  lose  sight  of  your  determi- 
nation to  make  a  violent  attack  upon  Louis  and  his  writings,  which,  ac- 
cording to  these  views,  is  synonymous  with  opposition  to  the  Numerical 
Method. 

You  say,  sir,  these  are  misrepresentations,  and  that  they  are  "  atro- 
cious." Let  us  go  a  little  further.  I  have  spoken  of  the  long  chapter 
devoted  to  Louis,  and  the  reader  will  observe  that  to  no  one  individual 
have  you  shown  so  much  honor,  in  this  respect,  as  to  him ;  for  to  him  and 
his  writings  alone  have  you  devoted  this  whole  chapter.  But  we  have 
likewise  constant  reference  to  them  through  both  volumes,  and  as  you 
seem  so  much  startled  at  this  assertion,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  exam- 
ining again  still  more  carefully  this  point,  and  I  find  it  true,  numerically, 
that  in  as  many  as  forty  different  passages,  in  the  two  volumes,  you  allude 
to,  and  sometimes  abuse  most  heroically,  M.  Louis,  his  works,  or  his 
method.  Only  seven  times  in  this  number  do  you  quote  him  with  pleas- 
ure, and  usually  on  these  occasions  it  is  to  help  prove  a  point  that  you 
wish  to  gain.  In  some  of  the  cases  it  is  true  that,  like  the  mouse's  head 
from  behind  the  Acanthus  leaf,  your  spirit  of  hostility  peeps  out  cautious- 
y,  or  in  the  form  of  a  sneer.  Nevertheless,  it  is  always  evident,  to  a 
;autious  eye.  To  refresh  your  memory  upon  these  points,  I  refer  you  to 
19t 
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the  followinc^  pages  :  230,  238,  282,  293  to  303  (violent),  805,  314, 
831,  408,  533,  626,  681,  696,  of  Vol.  1  ;  195,  249,  250,  280,  302, 
320,327,335,431,432,451,  452,  503,  531,  534,  536,  542,  558, 
574,  586,  617,  618,  626,  629,  631-2-3,  641,  645-6-7-8,  of  Vol.  2. 

Now  if  these  do  not  prove  that  the  main  object  of  your  volumes  was 
-what  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  at  least  they  prove  that  amid  almost  all  your 
labors,  you  scarcely  ever  forget  your  dislike  of  Louis  and  his  Method ;  and 
they  certainly  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertion,  that  "there  is  scarcely  a 
hundred  successive  pages  in  either  volume  in  which  this  opposition  does 
not  manifest  itself."     So  much  for  the  first  four  pages  of  this  article. 

On  page  236  J.,  or  28  P.,  you  state  that  Louis  neglects  various  con- 
siderations of  climate,  constitution,  habits,  age,  sex,  &;c.  Please,  sir,  read 
his  essay  on  Clinical  Instruction,*  wherein  you  will  find  much  stress  laid 
upon  the  necessity  of  studying  these  very  subjects. 

On  page  239  J.,  or  31  P.,  you  have  another  plot,  and  in  answer  I  would 
merely  refer  the  reader  to  my  Remarks,  pages  13-14,  where  he  will  see 
that  the  alteration  of  the  follicles,  according  to  Chomel,  is  "  a  lesion 
wholly  peculiar  to  the  typhoid  affection."  But  I  will  waste  no  time  upon 
this  point.  I  retract  not  an  iota.  The  only  way  in  which  I  can  account 
for  your  assertion,  is  that  from  your  dislike  of  every  thing  like  an  autopsy, 
you  must  be  ignorant  of  the  distinctions  which  have  been  made  in 
pathological  anatomy  in  modern  times.  I  confidently  refer  the  reader  to 
Chomel  3  Lectures  f  in  proof  of  my  truth. 

In  Article  5  we  have  a  renewal  of  the  charge  about  the  generalizations 
derived  from  the  "  debris  of  the  body."  It  is  useless  to  repeat  anything 
upon  this  subject,  but  there  is  a  good  remark  in  the  Article  above  referred 
to.  In  criticizing  your  essay  upon  the  Schools,  the  writer  thus  expresses 
himself:  "  He  seems  to  forget  how  much  the  observation  of  phenomena 
during  life  has  been  guided  by  the  knowledge  derived  from  post-mortem 
-examinations,  and  how  frequently  the  value  of  a  particular  sign  would  be 
lost  if  it  were  not  connected  in  the  mind  of  the  practitioner  with  a  coin- 
cident morbid  state  ascertained,  by  post-mortem  examination  of  similar 
cases,  to  be  probably  existing.  *  *  *  It  is  an  old  observation,  that 
we  do  not  know  the  value  of  a  blessing  until  we  have  lost  it ;  and  we 
would  say,  in  like  manner,  that  we  could  scarcely  tell  how  much  of  our 
knowledge  of  the  phenomena  of  disease  in  the  Uving  state  is  really  due  to 
post-mortem  anatomical  researches,  unless  we  were  entirely  deprived  of 
the  assistance  we  have  derived  from  that  source."  J 

On  page  271  J.,  and  34  P.,  are  remarks  from  which  we  must  infer  that, 
according  to  you,  not  one  case  of  all  the  patients  that  enter  the  numerous 
hospitals  in  Paris,  is  worthy  of  record  ;  for  although  you  apply  the  remark 
to  Louis's  cases,  you  use  arguments  that  will  apply  to  all.  I  have 
'really  supposed  that  it  was  of  some  use  to  visit  Paris  for  Medical  Instruc- 
tion. I  have  thought  that  something  was  to  be  learned  from  the  Parisian 
Hospitals.  But  it  appears  that  I  have  been  in  error.  "Their  (the  pa- 
tients') constitutions  are  wretched,  their  treatment  worse,  and  they  are  full 


*  Pages  3  and  4,  Martin's  Translation,  1834.        t  Lecon's  Clinique  Med.  1834. 
I  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  April,  1841,  p.  401. 
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of  organic  lesions  before  they  enter  the  Gallic  Hospitals."  Such  bold  re- 
marks well  become  a  philosophic  spirit !  Yet  I  would  ask,  have  we  re- 
ceiv^ed  no  light  of  science  from  these  same  hospitals  of  Paris?  Where 
have  all  the  great  Frenchmen  of  ancient  and  modern  days  been  laboring? 
But  their  labor  profited  them  not,  you  say,  for  they  are  workers  upon  a 
sterile  soil !  Really,  sir,  this  is  a  rash,  not  to  say  foolish  remark.  How 
many  do  you  suppose  you  will  find  to  agree  with  you?  Doubdess  in 
some  respects  we  must  modify  our  opinions  when  bringing  the  results  of 
merely  hospital  practice  to  the  test  of  every-day  life ;  but  to  assert  that 
nothing  of  importance  can  be  derived  from  them,  seems  to  me  to  be,  at 
least,  very  extraordinary  ! 

On  pages  273-4  J.,  and  36-7  P.,  you  attempt  to  impale  me  upon  both 
horns  of  a  dilemma ;  but  I  do  not  feel  that  you  have  succeeded,  except  in 
proving  your  own  peculiar  unskilfulness  in  drawing  inferences. 

Mons.  Louis,  if  he  insinuates  anything,  insinuates  that  diarrhoea  can 
exist  without  appreciable  lesion  of  structure.  But  you  now  say  that  you 
meant  to  state  that  Louis  left  the  reader  in  doubt  about  his  meaning. 
You  were  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  your  use  of  terms.  And  on  page 
275  J.,  or  37  P.,  you  are  so  strangely  dogmatical,  as  to  assert 
that  because  Louis  says  that  in  nearly  all  the  cases  of  typhoid  disease  the 
patches  were  the  only  part  of  the  canal  that  was  diseased,  and  conse- 
quently the  only  part  in  that  case  to  which  diarrhoea  could  be  referred, 
therefore  "  this  looks  a  good  deal  like  denying  that  diarrhoea  can  arise  from 
mere  functional  disease."  How  so  ?  If  after  a  certain  symptom  we  find 
one  part  alone  diseased,  we  may  justly  be  led  to  refer  the  symptom  to 
that  part ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  we  should  deny  the  existence 
of  functional  disease  from  that  fact  alone.  Is  typhoid  fever  the  sole  dis- 
ease that  causes  diarrhoea ;  and  as  we  have  stated,  does  not  Louis,  in  the 
very  quotation  you  have  formerly  presented,  allow  of  simple  functional 
disease  ? 

I  pass  now  to  the  part  in  which  the  abrupt  termination  of  your  publica- 
tion in  the  Journal  took  place.  I  shall  leave  the  rest  of  the  pamphlet  to 
speak  for  itself.  You  in  that  part  accuse  me  of  dealing  unjustly  by 
you, — of  attacking  your  reputation  as  a  man  and  writer.  Sir,  when  I 
undertook  the  refutation  of  your  attack  upon  j\I.  Louis,  I  knew  not  who 
Martyn  Paine  was.  I  had  not  the  advantage  the  English  critic  had,  of 
seeing  your  name  under  the  title  of  Professor,  which  appears  upon  the 
English  advertisements  of  your  work.  I  knew  you  merely  as  a  man  who 
had,  I  thought,  dealt  unjustly  with  my  friend  and  instrucler.  I  freely  con- 
fess that  from  the  same  motives  that  I  would  defend  the  reputation  of  a 
father  from  the  attacks  of  a  foe,  I  endeavored  to  repel  yours  upon  Louis. 
You  complain  of  my  warmth.  Pray,  sir,  did  you  not  commence  the 
combat  by  abusive  epithets  upon  another  ?  I  quoted  specimens  of  the 
coarse  language  with  which  you  attacked  a  man  alike  honored  and  be- 

•  111 

loved  by  me,  for  in  addition  to  being  to  me  an  able  instructer,  he  watched 
over  me  with  parental  tenderness  while  alone  and  ill  in  a  foreign  land. 
Be  assured  that  nothing  but  a  sense  of  almost  filial  duty  impelled  me  to 
the  task  which  I  have  undertaken.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  trust  my 
reputation  to  posterity,  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  less  honorable  in  con- 
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sequence  of  these  communications  with  you.  1  must  confess,  however, 
that  I  do  not  hope  for  much  good  or  evil  report  with  the  future,  notwith- 
standing my  name  is  to  be  associated  with  your  own  in  what  you  may 
suppose  an  unenviable  proximity  ;  for  I  fear  that  the  dust  of  ages  will  set- 
tle upon  us  both,  unless  we  do  more  than  either  yet  has  done. 

I  remain,  Henry  1.  Bowditch. 
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Fevers  of  repletion,  and  indeed  the  remark  applies  to  all  other  diseases, 
have  been  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries  the  most  prevalent.  This  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  cathartics,  emetics,  bloodletting  and  sudorifics, 
have  been  the  most  universal  remedies.  The  great  variety  and  abundance 
of  cathartics,  emetics  and  sudorifics,  is  in  proof  of  the  same  position — 
as  not  having  been  so  copiously  furnished  by  the  hand  of  nature  without 
a  solid  reason.  In  discriminating  between  them,  and  in  adapting  the 
right  remedy  to  the  right  disease,  at  the  right  time,  and  in  the  right  dose, 
consists  the  judgment  and  tact  of  the  practitioner.  If  these  evacuants 
do  not  always  cure,  fewer  instances  of  injury  from  them,  and  from  any 
one  of  the  class,  are  on  record,  than  their  universal  use  by  the  faculty  and 
by  families  would  lead  us  to  suspect. 

The  view  here  taken  of  the  prevailing  diathesis  of  repletion,  indicates 
a  superabundance  of  nutrition  ;  and  this  appears  to  be  true  of  a  majority 
of  that  class  of  persons  who  become  patients  to  physicians,  inmates  of 
hospitals,  and  dwellers  in  alms-houses.  For  although  the  last  class  may 
be  very  poor,  as  well  as  some  of  the  former,  yet  their  poverty  is  often 
produced  by  dissipation,  intemperance,  and  the  want  of  a  due  parsimony 
in  gratifying  their  appetites.  Such  have  often  swallowed  the  whole 
earnings  of  their  own  lives,  and  a  part  of  the  earnings  of  others.  But 
it  seems  to  be  an  incontestible  fact  that  the  quantity  of  blood  does  not 
depend  upon  the  quantity  of  food ;  some  very  abstinent  persons  being 
plethoric,  and  some  very  high  livers  having  a  weak  pulse  and  no  marks  of 
plethora.  What,  therefore,  regulates  the  amount  of  circulating  fluids  in 
the  bodies  of  different  individuals,  is  a  paradox  which  neither  Haller  nor 
Hunter  has  decided. 

Connected  with  the  subject  is  another  paradox.  For  if  Liewtaud  be 
right  in  acknowledging  that  frequent  hemorrhage,  and  bloodletting,  would 
so  relax  the  vascular  system,  and  so  dilate  the  diameter  of  the  bloodves- 
sels, as  to  increase  the  very  difficulty  which  the  lancet  was  used  to  relieve, 
we  may  well  seek  for  some  other  remedy.  It  is  from  this  constitutional 
standard,  that  we  find  arterial  action  so  very  hard  to  overcome,  even  in 
those  whose  present  abstinence  is  carried  sufficiently  far.  The  whole 
highly  oxygenated  sanguiferous  mass,  so  long  as  a  drop  of  it  remains, 
would  seem  capable  of  flying  to  the  brain  and  exciting  the  heait  and  ar- 
teries to  greater  action  than  is  desired.  The  sensorial  power  of  Darwin 
is  the  same  property  as  the  excitability  of  Brown.  That  this  animal 
20 
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agency  is  secreted  in  the  brain  from  the  arterial  blood,  and  transmitted  by 
the  nerves  to  the  most  distant  parts — even  to  the  fibre  most  remote  and 
finest  in  structure — and  that  its  superabundance  is  the  cause  of  fevers  of 
high  arterial  action,  seems  most  true.  Still,  a  fire  may  blaze  high  from 
the  chimney-top  when  the  fuel  lies  low  in  the  fire-place.  The  food  that 
feeds  the  brain,  the  heart,  the  arteries,  the  secretions,  is  derived  from  what 
is  received  into  the  siomach.  This  organ,  therefore,  and  its  downward 
continuation,  is  the  storehouse  of  support,  and  yet  the  seat  of  feculency, 
and  remotely  the  source  of  fever.  The  mucus  which  lines  this  canal, 
which  is  so  kindly  supplied  for  the  prevention  of  harm  by  the  ingesta,  is 
continually  liable  to  derange  the  whole  system  by  its  too  abundant  secre- 
tion ;  and  hence  the  great  variety  of  evacuants,  vegetable  and  mineral, 
provided  for  remedying  this  injurious  accumulation. 

It  is  a  law  stamped  upon  all  epidemic  fevers,  that  the  first  cases  should 
be  the  most  malignant  and  mortal.  For  those  are  first  seized  in  whom 
the  highest  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  or  its  more  deleterious  failure — in 
whom  the  most  mucus  from  diseased  glands  or  membranes,  or  its  danger- 
ous absence — of  most  bile  from  a  diseased  liver,  or  a  failure  of  bilious  se- 
cretion— most  prevails.  The  vastly  controlling  powers  of  calomel*  and 
antimonials  over  the  whole  system  has  produced  their  very  extensive  in- 
troduction and  use  in  diseases  and  diatheses  of  opposite  natures.  And 
hence  their  adoption  in  all  the  states  of  the  system,  and  in  all  the  disorders 
just  enumerated,  although  some  of  them  stand  in  direct  contrariety  to 
others.  Salivation  has  cured  cases  that  no  other  remedy  but  mercury 
could  allay,  nor  no  other  process  reach.  The  artificial  disease  has  neu- 
tralized and  disarmed  the  morbid  febrile  action.  But  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  produce  it,  and  when  produced  it  may  overact.  We  have 
known  a  dangerous  hemorrhage  from  the  gums  to  attend  it,  but  never  a 
fatal  one.  A  salivation  will  sometimes  last  for  four  weeks,  and  in  some  be 
produced  by  a  very  small  quantity  of  mercury,  as  six  grains  of  calomel, 
given  in  two-grain  doses  twelve  hours  apart.  The  opinion  that  it  is  the 
oxygen  in  calomel  that  produces  its  specific  effects,  we  shall  do  well  to 
withhold  our  assent  to,  until  we  see  a  salivation  produed  by  oxygen  in 
some  other  combination,  or  by  itself  alone.  Novelties,  selected  from  the 
thick  clouds  of  conjecture,  may  please,  like  the  figures  of  a  kaleidoscope, 
and  like  them  end  with  no  other  utility  than  that  of  displaying  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  inventor.  Mere  hypothesis,  like  ice,  affords  a  basis  to  stand 
upon  while  winter  lasts,  but  melts  away  before  the  brilliant  rays  and  ver- 
nal sun  of  sound  philosophy  and  mature  experience.  The  labors  of 
visionaries  and  alchemists,  to  produce  the  weight,  solidity  and  splendor  of 
gold,  from  any  other  metal,  have  ever  proved  abortive. 

Notwithstanding  the  hereditary,  constitutional  and  family  predispositions 
to  certain  diseases,  there  may  be  a  succession  of  seasons  which  lay  a  ma- 
jority of  the  community  under  a  peculiar  influence  ;  and  this  morbid  lia- 
bility to  epidemics  may  break  forth  in  a  state  of  air  and  weather  which 
they  would  not  of  themselves  be  able  to  produce.  Although  the  moon 
seems  to  have  her  regular  monthly  and  yearly  phases,  exact  and  precise, 
yet  she  only  makes  her  grand  cycle  once  in  nineteen  years,  when  she 

*  The  French,  however,  as  a  nation,  seem  to  be  prejudiced  against  mercury  in  fever. 
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changes  and  fulls  on  the  same  days  of  the  month  diat  she  did  nineteen 
years  before.  Now  if  she  influences  diseases,  parturition  and  crises,  in 
her  eclipses  and  shorter  cycles,  she  may  influence  epidemics  in  her  longer. 
The  doctrine  of  critical  days  is  denied  by  Dr.  Armstrong.  A  fatal  crisis 
of  a  fever  seems  sometimes,  however,  to  precede  the  formation  of  fever 
itself;  as  when  persons  only  so  little  unwell  as  to  still  keep  about,  have 
suddenly  fallen  and  died  in  yellow  fever.  And  in  spotted  fever,  and  others 
of  great  malignity,  the  same  fatality  has  sometimes  been  recorded. 

The  opinion  that  winter  epidemics,  such  as  bilious  pneumonia,  spotted 
fever,  peripneuaionia  notha,  he,  were  caused  by  summer  and  autumnal 
miasm,  retained  till  winter,  is  un philosophical ;  for  cities,  and  other  places 
where  miasm  was  most  concentrated,  were  least  affected,  if  aifected  at 
all;  whilst  the  county  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  in  1812,  '13,  '14,  had  4000 
cases  at  least ;  and  other  counties  in  that  State,  and  most  country  towns 
in  New  England  in  the  same  years,  suffered  very  extensively  from  winter 
epidemics,  which  besides  the  names  mentioned  above,  were  called  typhus 
gravior,  malignant  bilious  fever,  and  pneumonia  typhoides — tides,  all  of 
which  point  to  grades  of  disease  of  sombre  character. 

There  seem  to  be  some  peculiar  symptoms  in  our  winter  epidemics,  of 
which  I  have  not  found  any  parallels  in  the  histories  of  the  Old  World, 
or  in  other  fevers  of  the  New. 

1.  The  length  of  the  chilly  fit,  which  sometimes  lasted  from  four  to 
twenty-four,  and  even  to  forty-eight  hours. 

2.  An  acute  and  alarming  sensation,  like  the  sting  of  a  bee  or  hornet, 
in  a  finger  or  toe. 

3.  During  this  chill,  unexampled  for  its  long  continuance,  the  pulse  at 
the  wrist  was  sometimes  imperceptible. 

4.  Bilious  matter  in  such  immense  quantities,  as  in  winter  was  Before 
never  known ;  as  the  bilious  secretion,  in  mischievous  abundance,  had 
ever  before  been  in  the  hot  season. 

5.  Febrile  palsy  of  the  limbs,  suddenly  occurring  and  continuing  for 
months,  and  even  for  years,  after  the  fever,  and  all  its  other  accompani- 
ments, had  entirely  ceased. 

6.  A  death-like  coldness  of  the  feet,  which  was  most  strikingly  obser- 
vable in  pneumonic  cases. 

7.  Dimness  of  sight,  and  even  total  blindness,  occurred  in  the  practice 
of  others,  and  in  my  own.  Total  loss  of  sight,  sometimes,  was  the  first 
notice  of  indisposition. 

8.  Febrile  apoplexy,  terminating  usually  in  death.  The  senses  in  such 
cases  seemed  to  be  locked  up  by  a  loaded  tongue,  destroying  taste  ;  a 
loaded  meatus,  preventing  the  transmission  of  air  to  the  tympanum  ;  of 
sound  to  the  hearing  ear,  of  sight  to  the  seeing  eye. 

9.  The  commencement  of  an  attack  by  toothache,  was  one  of  the 
anomalies  which  occurred,  but  not  very  frequently. 

10.  The  pulse  was  sometimes  not  accelerated,  but  even  fell  below  the 
natural  number  of  beats  in  health. 

11.  Unquenchable  thirst  in  a  few  cases,  but  no  thirst  at  all  in  most. 

12.  Suppression  of  urine,  or  rather  its  total  non-secretion. 
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13.  High  hysteria  in  some  females,  never  before  denoting  the  access  of 
a  dangerous  fever,  until  the  invasion  of  these  epidemics. 

14.  A  sore  throat,  which  sometimes  swelled  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
entirely  prevent  speech  and  deglutition.  Powdered  mustard  seed  mixed 
with  water  and  put  into  the  patient's  mouth,  was  found  to  be  the  most 
effectual  remedy  in  such  alarming  cases. 

15.  Although  a  cold  stage  was  sometimes  so  unprecedentedly  long,  yet 
it  must  be  very  particularly  noticed  that  a  majority  of  those  attacked  had 
no  cold  stage  at  all. 

16.  Death  in  some  instances  within  three  or  four  hours  after  the  first 
attack. 

17.  Bleeding  from  the  pores  after  death. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  as  before  noticed,  repudiates  the  existence  of  critical 
days.  So  far  as  we  recollect,  he  is  the  first  writer  of  late,  who  has  ob- 
tained much  celebrity,  who  has  done  this.  From  tlie  time  of  Hippocrates, 
they  have  been  recognized,  except  by  a  few,  hut  Celsus  was  one  of  these. 
We  had  supposed  that  in  America,  the  state  of  things  relating  to  fever 
was  different  from  that  of  Europe  and  the  East — we  having  so  very  sel- 
dom observed,  when  we  had  our  eye  particularly  and  repeatedly  directed 
to  the  subject,  critical  days.  It  is  possible  that  the  ancients  and  tiie  East 
did  not  so  closely  look  into  this  matter  as  the  moderns  and  the  West. 
But  again,  it  is  possible  that  the  whole  world,  instead  of  being  a  natural 
world,  has  become  an  artificial  one  ;  that  art  has  superseded  nature  in 
diet,  dress,  drinks,  dwellings,  and  other  customs  and  habits,  such  as  the 
use  of  tobacco,  pepper,  spices,  tea,  coffee,  cotton,  sugar,  political  institu- 
tions, schools,  and  other  innovations,  so  as  to  break  up  entirely  the  chain 
of  natural  concatenation,  and  thus  to  lop  off  all  affinity  with  those  who 
resided  in  caves  and  caverns,  ate  raw  meat,  wore  their  beards,  dressed  in 
skins,  and  yet  wrote  like  Homer  and  Hippocrates. 

In  our  two  great  epidemics,  yellow  fever  and  spotted  fever,  and  their 
congeners,  there  has  ever  been  a  diversity  worthy  of  notice.  Yellow  fe- 
ver has  been  connected  with  cities,  ships,  shores,  wharves,  and  buildings, 
near  the  sea,  or  tide  waters,  and  with  the  warm  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
has  declined  and  soon  ceased  as  its  connection  with  these  locations,  and 
with  hot  or  warm  weather,  has  been  cut  off.  The  other,  on  the  contrary, 
diametrically  the  reverse,  has  been  the  pestilence  of  the  country,  of  clear 
cold  air,  wintry  seasons,  scattered  dwellings,  and  has  generally  abated  at 
the  appearanceof  warm  weather ;  and  as  it  came  near  cities,  on  the  shores 
of  the  sea,  or  tide  waters  partaking  of  the  qualities  of  the  ocean,  has 
abated  or  subsided.  Coldness  was  so  prevalent  a  symptom,  together  with 
prostration,  that  cold  plague  and  sinking  typhus  were  by  some  adopted 
as  ap|)ropriate  names  of  the  winter  epidemic.  Yet  it  had  no  laws,  no 
rules,  no  sym|)toms,  without  exception.  We  had  a  patient  in  the  month  of 
January  (which  month  that  year  was  unusually  cold),  a  matron  of  age 
and  experience,  and  in  her  senses,  who  from  the  extreme  heat  she  felt, 
continually  inclined  to  throw  off  her  bed-clothes  ;  but  after  all,  she  suf- 
fered in  this  respect  a  deranged  sensation,  rather  than  actual  increase  of 
temperature.  But  from  whence  proccMHJed  this  feeling  of  heat,  and  from 
whence  those  long-continued  chills  in  others,  and  so  surprisingly  long  ? 
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Mv.  Hunter  was  inclined  to  refer  chills  to  the  state  of  the  stomach.  And 
as  cases  of  bilious  pneumonia,  or  bilious  pleurisy,  as  termed  by  Dr.  Rush, 
had  the  longest  chills,  he  may  have  been  correct ;  for  bile  does  not  usually 
affect  the  system  until  it  first  affects  the  stomach.  "  As  the  hot  stage  of 
fever  is  so  constantly  preceded  by  a  cold  stage,  we  presume  that  the  lat- 
ter is  the  cause  of  the  former  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  cause  of  the  cold 
stage  is  the  cause  of  all  that  follows  in  the  course  of  the  paroxysm  ;  see 
Boerhaave,  Aph.  756."*  A  knot  is  more  easily  cut  than  untied,  and 
we  are  still  left  to  find  out  for  ourselves  what  is  the  true  cause  of  the  cold 
stage.  Neither  Boerhaave  nor  Cullen  have  satisfied  the  world  upon  this 
point.  "Facts  are  golden  ore — but  principles,  gold  refined."  The  sym- 
pathy of  the  system  with  the  stomach  is  a  fact  universally  known  ;  but  the 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded — its  causes  and  consequences — these 
merit  deep  inquiry.  We  have  formerly  referred  to  cases  of  the  sudden 
change  of  color  in  its  contents  after  severe  injuries — injuries  and  lesions 
not  of  the  stomach  itself,  but  of  other  remote  viscera  apparently  uncon- 
nected. And  another  case  now  occurs  from  Mr.  Abernediy,  of  omental 
hernia,  in  which  vomiting,  soon  after  the  operation  therefor,  ensued,  and 
immense  discharges  of  black  fa?ces  on  the  5th  day  succeedingf — the  pa- 
tient having  suffered  distress  at  praecordia,  want  of  sleep,  and  other  harass- 
ing miseries,  until  after  copious  black  dejections.  Injuries,  accidental  and  ar- 
tificial, ulcers  and  surgical  operations,  are  recognized,  we  may  say  restnted, 
by  the  stomach.  Dr.  Cullen,  as  we  have  just  seen,  makes  every  subse- 
quent symptofn  of  fever  to  depend  upon  the  cold  stage.  But  what  is  to 
be  done  when  there  is  no  cold  stage? — that  symptom  being  absent  in 
perhaps  two  thirds  of  the  cases  of  fever  of  all  kinds,  with  the  bare  ex- 
ception of  intermittents.  A  very  long  and  severe  chill  is  most  commonly 
succeeded  by  a  severe  illness.  Still  there  are  cases  equally  severe,  in 
which  the  attack  is  without  any  ague  fit  at  all.  Unquenchable  thirst, 
as  when  a  patient  of  Dr.  Rush,  said,  "O,  I  could  drink  the  Delaware," 
prognosticates  ill.  Yet  there  are  many  cases  of  fever,  and  even  dan- 
gerous cases,  in  which  thirst  is  absent. 

The  state  of  the  stomach  influences  the  state,  stage,  symptoms,  length, 
crisis  and  recovery,  as  well  as  the  attack  of  fever.  Its  nervous  and  mus- 
cular coats  concentrate  on  that  organ  those  impressions  which  are  first 
felt,  and  first  complained  of,  in  a  person  about  to  be  invaded  with  pyrexia. 
These  are  debility  in  the  muscular  fibre,  loss  of  energy  in  the  nervous 
system,  and  more  or  less  interruption  of  the  secretions  and  excretions. 
Hence,  the  patient  complains  of  lassitude,  and  has  a  lessened  secretion  of 
saliva,  first  of  all.  Even  if  he  has  a  chilly  fit,  these  are  its  precedents  and 
precursors,  with  diminished  appetite.  In  a  few  cases,  both  of  yellow 
fever  and  spotted  fever,  a  deathly  crisis  has  preceded  both  a  chilly  fit  and 
the  formation  of  fever — the  lassitude  and  loss  of  energy  in  the  muscular 
coat  and  nerves  of  the  stomach  amounting  to  a  partial  or  total  palsy, 
which  from  its  intimate  nervous  connection  with  the  head  and  heart,  was 
rapidly  conveyed  to  these  organs  of  life,  and  sudden  death,  without  pain, 
the  consequence. 

*  Vide  Dr.  Ciillen's  First  Lines,  par.  34. 

t  This  patient  was  purged  previous  to  the  operation.     This  black  material  must   therefore  have  col- 
lected subsequently. 
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The  immensely  controlling  power  of  the  stomach  over  the  brain,  breath 
and  blood,  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  opinion  of  Van  Helmont,  that  the  up- 
per orifice  of  the  stomach  ivas  the  scat  of  the  soul.  The  pathology  of 
fever  having  such  an  intimate  connection  with  this  viscus,  should  lead  us 
in  all  possible  ways  to  ascertain  its  true  state.  A  furred  tongue  points  to 
the  state  of  the  stomach.  But  it  may  be  coated  when  there  is  little  or 
no  fever,  from  crudities,  indigestion,  or  bile  in  its  cavity.  When  the 
tongue  is  not  coated,  it  may  have  lost  the  transparency  of  its  outer  cover- 
ing or  cuticle,  and  have  a  scaly,  a  pale,  a  crimson,  or  turbid  surface.* 
The  first  is  indicative  of  great  inward  heat,  or  loss  of  moisture  ;  the  pale, 
of  great  debility,  and  poverty  of  blood  ;  the  crimson,  of  high  oxygena- 
tion ;  and  the  turbid,  of  dropsy,  tumor,  ill-oxydated  blood,  congestion  and 
gangrene.  When  there  is  fur  on  the  tongue  which  cajmot  be  scraped  off, 
it  denotes  an  elongation  of  the  papillag.  The  fur  that  can  be  scraped 
off  is  a  secretion  from  the  papilla,  and  denotes  that  the  same  kind  of  se- 
cretion disorders,  and  more  or  less  deranges,  the  stomach.  Every  ap- 
pearance of  the  tongue  is  an  index  pointing  to  the  stomach,  although  it 
may  sometimes,  and  often  does,  point  still  further.  As  when  the  papillae 
are  elongated  it  not  only  denotes  that  the  stomach,  but  the  whole  chylo- 
poietic  viscera  are  suffering  from  such  a  kind  of  animal  moss  or  sprouting  ; 
and  also  that  the  accompanying  fever  is  not  to  be  easily  gotten  rid  of — 
the  solids  not  being  so  susceptible  of  impressions  as  the  fluids  ;  nor  the 
secreting  organs,  as  the  secretions.  A  white  tongue,  according  to  Dr. 
Rush,  denotes  inflammation.  But  in  order  for  it  so  to  indicate,  the  fur 
must  lie  close  and  be  very  short.  For  a  white  tongue,  with  a  loose, 
raised  pile,  speaks  a  contrary  state  of  system,  and  one  verging  towards 
aphthae,  and  a  typhoid  diathesis.  ,  A  dark-yellow  coat  on  the  tongue  de- 
notes inspissated  bile  ;  the  healthy  color  of  the  latter  being  a  bright  yel- 
low, and  it  may  have  a  darkened  hue  merely  from  being  thick,  and  thus 
denote  a  diseased  state ;  but  not  a  state  of  the  bile,  or  of  the  stomach, 
or  of  the  system,  so  highly  morbid  as  when  the  tongue  is  black — this 
last  pointing  to  putrescency  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  to  typhus 
gravior,  or  putrid  fever,  a  dissolution  of  the  crasis  of  the  blood,  and  a 
highly  deranged  state  of  the  liver.  The  bile  is  sometimes  green,  a  sign 
of  acidity.  We  have  never  known  it,  however,  to  impart  a  green  color 
to  the  tongue,  although  we  have  known  considerable  quantities  of  green 
bile  vomited  in  very  bad  cases  of  bilious  fever.  We  often  have  copious 
alvine  evacuations  of  a  black  color.  But  it  is  very  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  patient  is  generally  fatally  ill  if  any  substance  of  this  complexion  is 
ejected  by  vomiting,  notwithstanding  that  vast  quantities  of  it  may  be 
thrown  off  by  stool  and  recovery  ensue,  nay  sometimes  be  secured.  It  was 
the  doctrine  of  Marcard,  that  the  bile  might  assume  any  and  every  color; 
and  we  well  recollect  that  a  female  patient,  somewhat  advanced  in  years, 
in  typhus  fever,  to  our  great  alarm,  threw  off  by  vomiting  a  quantity  of 
it  of  a  claret  color,  and  yet  recovered.  There  were  no  signs  of  grume 
nor  specks  of  blood,  nor  villi  of  the  stomach,  in   its  composition.     But 

*  That  is,  a  darkish  hue  without  fur— the  whole   substance  of  the  tongue  being  thicliened  from 
engorgement. 
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there  was  a  filmy  substance  ejected  with  it,  as  delicate  as  the  pia  mater, 
and  of  the  same  claret  color  as  the  liquid.* 

In  one  case  of  very  malignant  bilious  fever,  the  patient  vomited  a  slimy 
black  matter,  and  with  very  great  difficulty  finally  recovered.  But  this 
kind  of  black  material  is  not  esteemed  so  dangerous  in  yellow  fever  as 
the  coftee-ground  black  vomit.  This  we  learn  from  Dr.  Cathrall,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  mentions  the  two  kinds  as  occurring  in  that  city  in  that  fever 
in  1793. 

To  find  out  the  true  state  of  the  tongue,  especially  in  chronic  com- 
jilaints,  it  should  be  examined  in  the  morning,  before  the  patient  eats, 
drinks,  washes,  or  even  talks  much,  as  from  it  we  are  to  draw  the  im- 
portant conclusion  of  the  existing  state  of  the  stomach.  The  morning 
urine  is  also  more  indicative  of  a  correct  diagnosis  than  that  which  is 
evacuated  by  night  or  later  in  the  day.  As  to  the  pulse,  it  should  be 
examined  morning,  noon  and  night. 


ON   INJURIES  OF  THE   JOINTS. 

[The  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions  just  published  in 
London,  contains  a  valuable  paper  by  Mr.  Alcock  on  the  injuries  of  joints 
and  their  treatment.  From  a  notice  of  it  in  the  last  No.  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  we  copy  the  following.] 

Mr.  Rutherford  Alcock's  paper  is  most  carefully  composed,  and  the 
facts  and  inferences  from  facts  which  it  contains  are  apparently  derived 
from  extensive  experience  as  a  military  surgeon.  He  is  guided  by  safe 
principles  in  the  views  which  it  is  his  endeavor  to  establish,  and  we 
recommend  the  whole  paper  as  worthy  of  attentive  perusal,  especially 
by  those  who  are  intended  to  act  as  military  surgeons.  Speaking  of  the 
danger  of  hasty  generalization  from  a  few  facts,  he  observes,  and  the  cau- 
tion cannot  be  too  often  repeated  : 

"  In  the  class  of  injuries  under  consideration  this  danger  is  especially 
evident.  oMany  are  the  extraordinary  and  most  unlooked-for  successes 
attending  the  treatment  of  forlorn  cases  of  injured  joints.  Were  general 
rules  or  principles  of  treatment  to  be  founded  on  these  cases,  which  are 
but  units  among  thousands  giving  contrary  results,  and  were  no  reference 
made  to  those  greater  numbers  which  enlarged  experience  shows  must 
perish  in  vain  attempts  to  save  limbs,  an  immense  sacrifice  of  life  and  in- 
crease of  hunian  suffering  would  inevitably  follow." 

The  following  remark  respecting  the  saving  of  a  limb  it  is  well  to 
remember. 

"By  a  limb  saved,  I  do  not  mean  one  with  the  wounds  healed,  having, 
nevertheless,  the  extremity  contracted,  bent,  motionless,  or  otherwise  use- 
less ;  cases  which  by  a  loose  kind  of  phraseology  are  often  termed  '  limbs 
saved.'  The  object  of  saving  a  limb  is  that  it  may  be  useful.  If  this  is 
not  the  result,  the  member,  by  merely  hanging  to  the  body  of  the  patient, 
is  lost  in  my  estimation  as  truly  as  if  amputated,  but  with  the  additional 

*  Prof.  Moutanna,  of  Mexico,  tells  of  matters  puked  up  in  spotted  fever,  of  yellow,  grey,  red,  green 
and  black. 
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circumstance  of  being  converted  into  a  source  of  misery  to  the  sufferer, 
an  impediment  to  the  free  motion  of  the  rest  of  the  body,  and  often  a 
cause  of  irremediable  ill  health.  Such  cases  I  hold  to  be  among  the 
worst  specimens  of  bad  and  injudicious  surgery." 

In  speaking  of  the  excision  of  the  ends  of  bones  when  injured  by  shot, 
it  is  considered  that  this  operation  is  most  applicable  to  the  shoulder, 
elbow,  wrist,  and  ankle  ;  that  it  is  scarcely  applicable  to  the  hip  and  knee ; 
and  that  it  is  most  likely  to  be  useful  when  the  head  of  the  humerus  alone 
is  implicated,  and  that  by  a  musket  ball. 

The  results  at  which  Mv.  Alcock  has  arrived  are  the  consequences  of 
a  careful  analysis  of  about  100  cases  of  severe  injury  to  joints,  the  notes 
of  which  he  bad  taken  with  care.  Some  of  these  results  are  presented  in 
tables,  these  tables  containing  only  the  accounts  of  gun-shot  wounds.  And 
it  is  satisfactory  that  the  author  is  fully  alive  to  the  mistakes  into  which 
statistics  may,  if  not  very  carefully  managed,  lead  us.  "  If,"  he  says, 
"  all  the  cases  of  a  given  period  be  included,  they  form  sufficient  grounds 
for  just  conclusions ;  but  if  one  case  be  omitted,  the  whole  return  is  falsi- 
fied :  it  may  be  a  death,  or  a  cure,  or  an  amputation  ;  but  whatever  the 
termination,  its  omission  alters  the  legitimate  conclusion."  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  present  to  our  readers  such  a  brief  analysis  of  Mr.  Alcock's  pa- 
per as  may  not  be  without  practical  interest. 

All  the  injuries  of  joints  are  classed  under  three  heads :  1.  Where 
the  limb  may  be  saved,  and  where  it  should  be  a  principle  of  practice  to 
attempt  this.  2.  Doubtful  cases,  where  diagnosis  and  treatment  are 
difficult,  where  each  case  requires  its  separate  consideration  ;  but  as  they 
ultimately  must  require  more  or  less  protracted  treatment,  the  same  prin- 
ciples adopted  for  the  first  apply.  3.  Where  immediate  amputation  is 
required. 

In  lacerated  or  incised  wounds  penetrating  the  capsule  of  joints,  Mr. 
Alcock  does  not  think  it  of  so  much  importance  as  it  is  mostly  supposed 
to  be,  to  exclude  the  air.  Light  dressings  without  any  compression,  cold 
applications,  succeeded,  if  agreeable  to  the  patient's  feelings,  by  warm- 
water  dressings : 

"  Or  if  the  joint  has  assumed  a  puffy,  swelled,  and  unhealthy  appear- 
ance, a  state  often  to  be  traced  to  the  injudicious  use  of  poultices,  a  more 
tonic  and  stimulating  mode  of  dressing  will  generally  cause  improvement. 
Of  this  kind  of  dressing,  the  best  seem  to  me  either  a  decoction  of  aro- 
matic herbs  with  the  addition  of  a  little  wine,  or  warm  camphorated  or 
sweetened  wine,  which  has  not  been  freely  adulterated  with  bad  brandy, 
as  are  generally  most  of  the  wines  consumed  in  England.  Such  dressing 
is  frequently  employed  in  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  have  seen  the  happiest  effects  from  its  use  where  more 
emollient  applications,  such  as  poultices,  certainly  did  not  arrest,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  appeared  to  promote  the  'engorgement'  of  the  limb." 

Pus  must  be  freely  evacuated  when  formed.  Great  quiet  is  long  neces- 
sary. Some  motion  may  be  acquired  if  anchylosis  be  partial,  and  some 
force  may  be  used  to  effect  this  ;  but  if  anchylosis  be  complete  no  attempts 
of  this  kind  should  be  made.  We  would  call  attention  to  this  last  obser- 
vation respecting  the  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  restore  motion  of 
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anchylozecl  joints,  in  connection  not  alone  with  gun-sliot  wounds,  but  also 
in  reference  to  the  attempts  which  are  now  so  frequently  niade  to  restore 
the  proper  position  of  deformed  joints.  There  is  sometimes  great  careless- 
ness in  the  choice  of  cases  for  these  operations,  and  wc  have  seen  partial 
or  nearly  complete  anchylosis  with  contracted  ham-strings  following  in- 
jury of  the  joint,  in  which  the  attempt  to  restore  mobility  disturbed  the 
anchylosis  and  brought  back  the  morbid  action  in  the  joint. 

The  proportion  of  injured  joints  was  found  to  be  much  less  than  Mr. 
Alcock  supposed  before  he  took  the  trouble  to  keep  an  accurate  account 
of  them  ;  and  of  all  joints  none  is  so  frequently  injured  as  the  knee.  The 
mortality  in  all  the  cases  of  injured  joints  is  very  large  indeed,  taking  into 
account  deaths  proceeding  from  the  immediate  consequence  of  injury  to 
the  joint  itself,  and  injury  proceeding  from  disease  extending  to  the  joint 
from  the  part  primarily  affected. 

Mr.  Alcock  has  taken  pains  to  state  general  results  in  as  clear  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  because  the  tendency  of  many  of  his  observations  is  to 
lead  to  the  saving  rather  than  to  the  amputation  of  injured  limbs.  The 
following  observations  are  important : 

"  Where  the  joints  were  directly  involved,  the  number  treated,  that  is 
to  say,  in  which  primary  amputation  was  not  performed,  amounting  to 
forty-four,  present  a  mortality  of  twenty-five,  considerably  more  than  one 
half;  whereas  the  primary  amputations  cause  a  loss  of  only  one  third,  al- 
though naturally  performed  for  the  very  worst  injuries :  and  while  twelve 
only  were  cured  without  loss  of  limb,  eighteen  died  in  the  vain  attempt  to 
save,  without  for  the  most  part  offering  any  fair  opportunity  of  remedying 
the  evil  by  intermediary  or  secondary  oper&tiou.  Of  the  intermediary 
and  secondary  amputations,  where  treatment  failing  to  save  the  limb  am- 
putation offered  the  only  ground  of  hope  for  life,  seven  died  out  of  four- 
teen, amounting  to  one  half;  but  of  the  secondary  amputations,  properly 
so  called,  a  fraction  less  than  one  half  were  lost,  five  in  eleven.  These 
cases  form  the  forlorn  hope  in  surgery  ;  all  saved  are  snatched  from  nearly 
certain  death." 

Injuries  of  the  hip  are  commonly  fatal.  Of  injuries  of  the  shoulder  the 
following  satisfactory  observations  are  made  : 

"  The  shoulder  is  rarely  implicated  directly  by  injury  without  a  subse- 
quent operation,  amputation,  or  excision  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  being 
required.  In  eleven,  only  two  were  cured  without  amputation  ;  seven 
amputations  were  performed,  six  primary  and  one  intermediary  :  the  latter 
was  unfortunate  in  its  result ;  all  the  primary  recovered." 

We  have  already  stated  that  injuries  of  the  knee  are  most  frequent, 
and  excepting  those  of  the  hip,  most  fatal  to  life.  Of  35  cases  of  injury 
of  the  knee,  22  died,  and  of  the  remaining  13  who  were  saved,  8  lost 
their  legs.  Injuries  of  the  elbow  are  next  in  order  of  frequency  ;  their 
fatality  is  in  the  proportion  of  5  to  19.  Frequently,  it  is  remarked,  that 
although  divers  injuries  happen  in  the  neighborhood  of  joints,  commi- 
nuting the  bones  and  producing  extensive  ill  effects,  the  joints  themselves 
are  comparatively  little  affected,  but  are  useful  afterwards.  Of  43  fatal 
cases,  the  deaths  are  thus  arranged :  23  died  under  treatment  for  the 
original  injury ;  4  after  intermediary  amputation ;  5  after  secondary  am- 
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putation  ;  11  after  primary  amputation.  Of  the  first  23,  half  died,  chiefly 
from  hectic  ;  the  other  lialf  "  from  supervening  irregular  actions,  such  as 
mortification,  delirium  tremens,  tetanus,  affections  of  the  chest  compli- 
cating the  hectic  state;  from  accidental  occurrences,  such  as  secondary 
hemorrhage,  and  from  other  complicating  wounds. '^  Mr.  Alcock  has  not 
found  in  his  own  experience  that  in  these  cases  there  is  any  particular 
tendency  to  purulent  depositions  in  other  organs  or  parts  of  the  body  ; 
and  when  these  have  taken  place  it  has  been  in  the  majority  of  cases 
when  amputation  has  been  performed  after  injuries,  where  "the  two 
shocks  of  the  injury  and  the  operation  combine  to  produce  this  fatal 
effect." 

On  the  recapitulation  or  summary  of  the  facts  related,  Mr.  Alcock 
remarks : 

"  The  chief  danger  and  cause  of  death  in  cases  treated  to  the  end 
without  operation,  is  hectic  fever,  and  a  variety  of  accidental  or  irregular 
complications,  such  as  secondary  hemorrhage,  epidemics,  erysipelas,  gan- 
grene, &,c.,  combined,  form  the  remaining  half.  The  cases  in  which  am- 
putation is  performed  in  the  first  instance,  with  fatal  result,  present  a  very 
different  cause  of  mortality :  the  chief  agent  being  purulent  disease  of 
lungs  or  liver,  and  occasionally  inflammatory  affections  of  the  lungs  or 
pleura.  Fevers,  irritative  or  bilious,  destroy  more  than  one  third.  The 
deaths  after  intermediary  amputations  are  chiefly  caused  by  febrile  action, 
irritative  or  bilious,  and  in  secondary  amputations,  the  shock  of  the  ope- 
rations, hectic  and  some  accidental  complications  carry  off  the  patients, 
already  much  reduced  by  suffering  and  the  long  continuance  of  wasting 
discharge.  The  results  of  secondary  amputations  when  fatal,  and  their 
causes  of  mortality,  are  in  some  degree  assimilated  to  those  predominant 
in  cases  treated  to  the  end  without  operation." 


EFFECTS   OF   FRIGHT   ON   THE   CATAMENIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — E.  C,  aged  19  years,  applied  to  me  under  the  following  circum- 
stances.    In  ,  1840,  she  was,  after  a  rather  severe  labor,  delivered 

of  a  dead  foetus.  The  accoucheur  in  attendance  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  child  had  been  dead  five  or  six  weeks.  Her  recovery  was  slow 
and  imperfect.  There  is  great  loss  of  muscular  power.  Moderate  exer- 
cise produces  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  in  the  function  of  respiration  ; 
appetite  almost  abolished,  and  the  catamenia  have  not  appeared  since  her 
accouchement ;  countenance  very  sallow,  but  not  much  emaciation.  Nine 
months  having  nearly  elapsed  since  her  confinement,  without  any  return  of 
the  catamenia,  this  circumstance  of  course  demanded  my  attention.  But  as 
there  was  evidently  much  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  I  endeavor- 
ed to  bring  them  into  a  better  state,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  more  di- 
rect measures  for  the  return  of  the  menstrual  discharge.  Purgatives 
brouo-ht  away  large  quantities  of  the  trichurus — at  least  from  her  descrip- 
tion the  worms  were  of  that  species,  for  1  did  not  see  them.  The  ap- 
petite improved  to  some  extent,  and  now  phosphate  of  iron,  combined 
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with  aloes,  seemed  to  produce  a  marked  and  daily  improvement.  After 
some  weeks  of  this  course,  a  novel  therapeutic  aj^^ent  stepped  in,  and 
completed  the  object  rather  suddenly.  An  individual,  in  a  mask,  sud- 
denly presented  herself  to  the  patient,  and  in  the  moment  of  terror  pro- 
duced by  the  sudden  and  grotesque  apparition,  the  long-suppressed  cata- 
nienia  began  to  flow. 

Now,  would  the  same  agency  have  produced  the  same  effects  a  month 
previous,  or  before  medical  treatment  was  commenced  ?  Or  was  the  fa- 
vorable change  in  the  state  of  the  system,  essential  to  the  specific  effect 
produced  by  the  sudden  start  ?  Or  is  there  any  way  in  which  we  may 
avail  ourselves  of  the  fact,  in  order  to  produce  a  similar  result  in  certain 
cases  by  a  sudden  shock  applied  to  the  nervous  system  ?  Say,  for  in- 
stance, a  powerful  shock  of  electricity  or  galvanism  passed  through  the 
uterine  region  ?  In  one  case,  now  in  my  recollection,  a  moderate  electri- 
cal shock  produced  sudden  abortion.  We  know  that  terror  produces  ex- 
treme atony  throughout  the  whole  system,  as  the  loss  of  muscular  power 
and  involuntary  discharges  abundantly  prove.  Are  not  the  uterine  ves- 
sels generally  congested  in  amenorrhoea?  But  I  am  beginning  to  theorize, 
and  must  check  myself.  I  merely  throw  out  these  hints,  which  some 
other  practitioner  may  improve  and  modify.         Yours  very  truly, 

Bradford,  N.  H.,  May  23d.  Y.  S. 
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BOSTON,    JUNE     23,     1841. 


IODINE   AND  ITS   COMPOUNDS. 

For  some  years  iodine  has  been  a  favorite  medicine,  although  physicians 
have  not  uniformly  been  successful  in  its  administration  to  the  extent  they 
were  led  to  anticipate  when  it  was  first  introduced.  Within  a  week  or 
two  we  have  been  put  in  possession  of  a  treatise  bearing  the  following 
title,  viz.  :  "  A71  Experimental  Essay  on  the  relatice  physiological  and 
medicinal  properties  of  Iodine  and  its  compo7i7ids — being  the  Hai'veian 
Prize  Dissertation  for  1837,  at  Edinburgh.  By  Charles  Cogswell, 
M.D."  now  a  resident  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  This  treatise  covers  the 
whole  ground,  and  seems  to  leave  nothing  unfinished  calculated  to  throw 
light  on  the  influence  which  this  singular  agent  of  nature  exerts.  The 
author  has  not  only  made  himself  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  know- 
ledge of  those  who  had  preceded  him,  but  outstrips  them  in  the  boldness 
and  novelty  of  his  experiments.  "  There  are  two  doctrines  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  the  agency  of  iodine  on  the  living  body  is  effected  by 
chemical  union,"  says  Dr.  Cogswell,  "  which  seems  to  divide  the  medi- 
cal world  at  present.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  iodine  and  its  compounds 
all  follow  essentially  the  same  line  of  action — that  is  to  say,  that  when 
iodine  is  indicated,  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  which  of  these  drugs  is 
exhibited  ;  while,  on   the  other  side,  we   find  it  maintained  that  the  com- 
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pounds  in  question  combine  the   properties  of  the  substance  united  to  the 
iodine,  with  those  of  this  substance,  and  operate  accordin^-ly." 

A  liistory  of  its  original  discovery  by  Courtois,  in  1812,  with  subsequent 
examination  of  its  properties  by  a  succession  of  European  chemists,  is 
not  called  for  here  ;  it  is  material,  howevei,  since  it  has  become  a  promi- 
nent article  both  in  the  shop  and  in  the  prescriptions  of  practitioners,  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  whether  it  is  really  of  utility  or  not.  In 
large  doses  as  well  as  in  small,  iodine  has  performed  wonders:  hence  the 
more  difficulty  in  ascertaining-  precisely  how  it  should  be  used.  Three 
drachms  of  the  tincture  produced  no  effect.  Dr.  Kennedy,  within  eighty 
days,  gave  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  grains  in  the  form  of  tincture. 
This  must  be  sad  intelligence  to  the  new-school  physiciaas,  who  would 
hardly  require  so  much  to  drug,  most  amply,  the  entire  population  of  the 
globe.  One  thousand  and  nineteen  grains  were  given  a  female  laboring 
under  cancer  of  the  breast — the  doses  at  certain  periods  amounting  to 
thirty  grains  every  twenty-four  hours!  All  this  while,  let  it  be  kept  in 
mind,  that  iodine  is  a  powerful  article,  for  good  or  for  evil.  Its  action  on 
the  nervous  system,  on  the  air  passages,  the  salivary  glands,  the  liver  and 
spleen,  the  generative  system,  the  kidneys,  the  skin,  the  nutritive  system, 
&:c.,  are  so  uncertain  in  different  individuals,  that  we  are  losing  much  of 
the  respect  for  iodine  which  we  once  had — and  this  has  resulted  in  some 
measure  from  reading  Dr.  Cogswell's  own  experiments,  and  the  testimony 
accumulated  by  his  industry  from  all  creditable  sources. 

With  regard  to  its  cumulative  character,  Dr.  C.  has  displayed  a  com- 
mendable zeal  in  ascertaining  the  observations  and  experience  of  others. 
D.  Coindet  believed  that  iodine  saturated  the  economy  before  displaying 
its  action  ;  yet  this  view  is  not  warranted  by  the  remarks  of  American 
practitioners  in  a  way  to  give  importance  to  the  subject.  All  the  diseases 
to  which  man  is  incident,  at  times  appear  to  have  been  influenced  by  this 
leviathan  in  the  hands  of  different  practitioners.  Still,  we  are  compelled 
to  acknowledge,  from  all  that  can  be  gathered,  that  so  far  from  being  a 
specific  remedy  in  the  cure  of  any  of  them,  it  is  quite  as  uncertain  as  any 
in  the  catalogue  of  medicines.  If  it  produces  decided  appreciable  eflfects 
anywhere,  it  is  in  diseased  glands ;  and  although  formidable  enlargements 
do  not  invariably  yield  to  an  external  or  internal  application  of  iodine, 
very  marked  changes  have  been  effected  through  its  potency. 

That  iodine  and  its  various  compounds  act  with  more  efficiency  in  some 
latitudes  than  in  others,  cannot  be  doubted.  Here  at  the  North  the  re- 
sults have  been  very  encouraging  in  the  reduction  of  scrofulous  enlarge- 
ments about  the  neck,  mammary  tumors,  &c.  ;  while  at  the  South,  the 
same  results  have  not  taken  place  under  the  watchful  attendance  of  phy- 
sicians most  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  mode  of  bringing  the  system 
under  its  influence.  Southern  residents,  however,  on  visiting  those  medici- 
nal springs  which  are  impregnated  with  iodine  at  the  North,  derive  essen- 
tial benefit  from  them.  This  circumstance  shows  that  there  is  a  control 
ling  influence,  in  this  respect,  in  climate. 

Dr.  Cogswell's  essay  contains  a  large  mass  of  information  in  a  compact, 
form,  which  we  wish  might  be  freely  circulated  in  this  country.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  re-printed  in  the  United  States.  From  an  examination  of 
the  leading  facts,  based  principally  on  the  author's  experiments,  not  to  speak 
of  the  collateral  testimony  adduced  from  other  channels,  we  think  it  will 
have  considerable  influence  in  bringing  about  a  change  in  the  general 
opinion  respecting  this  article. 
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Dr.  Cogswell  must  do  something  more,  after  having  written  so  accepta- 
bly ;  his  readers  and  friends  will  not  consent  to  have  so  bright  a  light  con- 
cealed under  a  bushel. 


Medical  Students  in  ConnecticiU. — From  a  careful  estimate  it  appears 
that,  previous  to  the  year  1840,  the  number  of  medical  students  in  Con- 
necticut had  been  gradually  diminishing  for  several  years,  so  that  during 
the  last  three  years  the  number  was  less  than  half  the  average  for  the 
twenty  preceding  years.  This  fact  is  attributable  to  various  causes,  but 
chiefly  to  the  prevailing  spirit  of  speculation,  or  haste  to  become  rich, 
which  has  engaged  an  unusual  proportion  of  the  young  men  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  and  large  manulacturing  operations,  while  it  has  drawn  away 
many  others  to  "the  West,"  to  Texas,  &c.  This  speculating  spirit  hav- 
ing received  a  check,  the  number  of  medical  students  is  again  increasing. 
The  class  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  was  larger  last  win- 
ter than  for  the  three  years  preceding;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  class  next  season  will  be  considerably  larger.  Few  young  men 
go  out  of  that  Stale  for  a  medical  education,  and  the  medical  institution 
draws  a  considerable  proportion  of  its  students  from  other  States;  but  the 
whole  number  graduated  and  licensed  at  the  Institution,  of  late  years,  has 
been  less  than  the  number  lost  from  the  ranks  of  the  profession  in  the 
State,  by  death  and  other  causes,  within  the  same  period.  In  all  the 
New  England  States,  and  perhaps  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  a  di- 
minished number  of  medical  students  has  of  late  been  noticed  ;  and  if 
this  decrease  was  generally  proportionate  to  that  in  Connecticut,  there 
would  soon  be  an  inadequate  supply  of  physicians  throughout  the  country. 


Library  of  Practical  Medicine. — Another  of  those  beautiful  volumes, 
of  which  frequent  notice  has  been  given,  from  the  press  of  Lea  and 
Blanchard,  has  made  its  appearance,  Americanized  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  present  number  concludes  the  series  to  which  it  be- 
longs, making  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine — an 
enterprise  honorable  to  the  country.  Something  must  be  done  by  the 
medical  profession  towards  maintaining  this  spirited  feeling  on  the  part  of 
publishers,  or  they  will  by-and-by  begin  to  count  the  cost — and  the  loss 
too.  These  treatises,  says  the  advertisement  of  our  Philadelphia  contem- 
porary, "  form  the  most  complete  practice  of  medicine  now  extant — at 
least,  in  the  English  language  :  they  are  brought  up  to  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge  on  each  subject ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
volume,  have  been  revised  by  the  American  editor,  who  has  made  addi- 
tions to  such  parts  as  appeared  least  complete."  If  any  gentleman  in  the 
vicinity  v^-ishes  to  make  himself  conversant  with  the  general  character  of 
this  excellent  Library,  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  till  he  ascertains 
its  intrinsic  value,  we  invite  him  to  call  and  look  at  ours. 

Dissertations  on  haemorrhages,  dropsies,  rheumatism,  gout,  scrofula,  &c., 
&c.,  by  Drs.  Burrows,  Budd,  Watson,  Shapter,  Eowland,  Farre  and  ioy, 
constitute  the  fifth  volume,  which  is  heartily  recommended  to  the  careful 
study  of  all  who  acknowledge  the  important  responsibilities  that  devolve 
upon  a  general  practitioner  of  medicine. 

A  system  of  midwifery,  accompanied  bv  numerous  cuts,  is  to  be  forth- 
coming some  time  in  July,  from  the  same  publishing  house,  of  which 
much  may  be  reasonably  expected. 
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Stewart  on  the  Diseases  of  Children. — Since  the  general  synoptical 
notice,  two  weeks  since,  of  Dr.  Stewart's  new  production,  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it  more  ciiiically,and  we  are  happy  to  say,  with 
renewed  pleasure  and  confidence.  The  author  seems  to  have  weighed 
each  subject  with  that  carefuhiess  which  the  importance  of  the  undertalf- 
ing  required.  Our  very  best  practitioners  acknowledge  that  to  manage 
the  various  diseases  to  which  children  are  incident,  successfully,  is  infi- 
nitely more  difficult  than  any  other  department  of  professional  service. 
A  treatise  like  this,  from  such  a  source,  must  therefore  be  of  great  value 
to  the  profession. 


Dr.  Harris's  System  of  Dentistrij. — A  stranger  called  in  the  other  day 
for  a  copy  of  this  useful  book,  and  expressed  his  astonishment  because  one 
could  not  be  found  at  a  book-store  in  Boston.  A  principal  object  in 
chronicling  the  circumstance, is  to  induce  those  who  may  have  the  control 
of  the  work,  to  place  it  in  this  market,  which  is  really  the  central  depot  in 
the  northern  States  for  all  scientific  productions. 


A  New  Medical  Gazette. — A  New-York  correspondent  informs  us  that 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  a  quarterly  publication, 
four  volumes  of  which  have  been  published,  and  which  was  really  an  ex- 
ceedingly well-conducted  one,  is  dead,  and  that  an  effort  is  now  making  to 
issue  a  new  weekly  medical  paper,  to  be  called  the  Neio  York  Medical 
Gazette.  Knowing  something  of  the  tact  and  talents  of  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who  is  identified  with  the  projected  enterprise,  we  are  sure  if  it  fails, 
it  will  be  for  a  lack  of  subscribers,  and  not  because  he  is  incompetent  in 
any  department  of  science  or  literature. 


Medical  Competition. — In  the  extra  circular  of  the  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity, it  is  staled  that  the  novel  plan  of  advertising  a  vacant  chair  in  the 
inedical  department  brought  into  the  field  seventeen  applicants,  from  eight 
different  States.  The  difficulty  of  making  a  selection  was  augmented 
exceedingly,  by  the  number  and  character  of  the  applicants.  No  one  could 
have  afforded  the  prospect  of  more  enduring  influence  on  the  reputation 
of  the  Lexington  school  of  medicine,  than  the  man  finally  selected  by  the 
Trustees. 

Insane  Persons  in  the  United  States. — By  the  census  returns  of  1841 
at  the  department  of  Slate,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  insane  persons 
and  idiots  in  the  U.  Stales,  is  17,181.  The  population  being  17,013,379, 
there  is  one  case  of  insanity  for  every  990  inhabitants.  To  meet  the  wants 
of  this  unfortunate  class,  there  are  only  sixteen  hospitals.  Thirty,  at  least, 
are  wanted  for  their  comfortable  accommodation. 


Extraordinary  Dentition. — A  negress,  living  near  Charlottesville,  at 
the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years,  is  now  cutting  a  third 
set  of  teeth — three  of  which,  white  and  beautiful  incisors,  are  well  de- 
veloped. This  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  example  of  the  kind  :  very  many 
parallel  cases  are  on  medical  record  in  all  countries.  It  seems  like  an 
attempt  of  the  vital  forces  to  re-construct  or  thoroughly  repair  a  nearly 
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worn-out  machine,  but  it  is  usually  the  precursor  of  death,  as  the  activity 
of  the  system  to  produce  even  a  partial  restoration,  exhausts  the  fountains 
of  life. 

Stone  in  the  Tonsils.  By  Dr.  Wiesner,  of  Hcydekrug. — A  man  76 
years  old  had  for  7  years  suffered  from  inflammation  and  su'ellins;  of  the 
right  tonsil.  The  affection  was  palliated  by  the  means  that  were  employ- 
ed, but  it  often  appeared  apfain  at  different  limes  after  being  heated  and 
chilled,  and  ai  last  a  hardness  of  the  tonsil  remained,  which  gradually  in- 
creased, becoming  uneven  and  knotty  to  the  touch,  and  on  the  slightest 
contact  causing  severe  pain,  and  rendering  it  difficult  to  swallow. 

One  morning,  full  seven  years  after  the  first  discovery  of  the  angina 
tonsillaris,  the  patient  on  waking  had,  on  attempting  to  eject  some  mucus 
that  was  collected  in  his  mouth,  felt  a  loose  body  in  it,  and  drew  out  with 
his  fingers  a  porous  stone,  like  a  urinary  calculus,  and  as  big  as  two  hazel 
nuts.  No  bleeding  occurred,  and  the  opening  in  the  tonsil  soon  closed 
after  using  an  astringent  gargle  ;  at  a  later  period,  however,  an  inflamma- 
tory swelling  of  the  left  tonsil  took  place,  and  presented  every  appearance 
of  a  stone  being  in  process  of  formation  there. — Brit.  ^-  For.  Med  Review. 

Married, — Ift  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  on  the  16th  inst.,  G.  Conger,  M.D.,  of  Hender- 
son, III.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Field,  of  the  former  place. 

Died, — At  Monrovia,  Africa,  Feb.  3d,  Dr.  W.  H.  Taylor,  of  the  missionary 
service. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  enilinjr  June  19,  27.— Males,  16  ;  Females,  11.     Stillljorn,  3. 
Of  consumption,  5 — ilrowneil,  2 — old  age,  1— diopsy  in  the  head,  2— disease  of  tlie  heart,  1 — small- 
pox, 3 — pleurisy,  1 — measles,  2— dropsy,  2 — infantile,  2— intemperauce,  i — lung  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever, 
1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— unknown,  1. 


UNIVERSITY   OF   THE  STATE   OF   NEW   YORK, 

COLLKGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEON'S    IN    THE    CITY    OF     NEW    YORK. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  for  the  session  of  1841  and  42  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1841,  and  continue  until  the  first  of  March,  1842. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology. 

Alex.  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

John  B.  Beck,  M. D., Prof,  of  Alateria  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrey,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Special  and  Pathological  .\natomy. 

WiLLARD  Parker,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of   Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

James  Quackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Matriculation  fee,  ifeS.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $108.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Good  board  may  be  procured  iu  this  city  for  from  $2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B. — A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday.  This  course  will  be  free  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  be  opened  for  the  season  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

Nev>  York,  15<A  June,  1841.  Je  23— eptf 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  August  next, 
and  continue  three  months. 

Dixi  Crosby,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Edward    E.  Phelps,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,   Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Medical 
Botany. 

Oliver  P.  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Joseph  Roby,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Phjsiology. 

Expenses  for  the  course  of  lectures,  .$50,00.  Graduating,  .$18.  Matriculating,  $3,00.  Board  may 
be  had  at  $!,.33  to  $2,00  per  week,  and  abundant  facilities  for  those  who  may  wish  to  board  tliemselves. 
The  fees  must  be  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  or  notes  given  with  satisfactory  security.  All 
operations  before  the  medical  class  are  performed  gratis.  Bv  order  of  the  Facultv, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  June  15,  1841.        Je  23— tA7         OLIVER  P.  HUBBARD,  'sec'y. 
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MEDICAL    TUITION   FOR   1840—41. 

The  subscribers  will  commence  their  course  of  instruction  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  on  Novem- 
ber 1st,  18i0  (tlie  period  at  which  the  Lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University  begin). 

Minute  examinations  will  be  held  ou  all  the  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  during  the  lectures, 
in  order  that  students  intending  to  offer  themselves  for  examination  at  the  College  in  the  spring,  may 
be  prepared.  Students  may  be  assured  that  they  will  have  constant  and  abundant  opportunities  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  After  the  lectures,  the  arraugement& 
■will  be  as  follows  until  tlit  ensuing  November. 

Free  access  at  all  hours  to  the  Uuiled  States  Marine  Hospital  at  Chels,ea  will  be  granted  ;  a  daily 
morning  visit  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Siedman,  and  every  week  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch  and  Wiley  will 
visit  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  learning  the  physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the 
chest.  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  chest  and  air  passages. 
Admission  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Infirmary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  to  the  practice  of  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts  ;  occasional  oppor- 
tunities for  operative  surgery  and  midwifery. 
Courses  of  instruction  as  follows  : 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Chemistry,  by  -  Dr.  Perrv. 

Midwifery,  Materia  Medica  and  Demonstrations  on )  _  _        -p       Bowditch 

Morbid  Anatomy  at  the  Hospitals,  by  3  " 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  MedicalJurisprudence,  by         -  -  -      Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study  either  at  Boston,  at  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  or  at  Chelsea,  free  of 
expense.    For  terms,  apply  to  H.  G.  Wilev,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

DR.  PERRY,  412  Washington  st.,  DR.  STEDMAN,  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital, 

DR.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  Place,  DR.  WILEV,  467  Wasliingtou  st. 

S.  16 — eoptf. 

TO   PHYSICIANS. 

An  excellent  stand  for  a  physician,  commanding  a  practice  of  .§1200  or  S1500  per  annum,  situated 
in  one  of  the  pleasantest  villages  in  New  England,  about  15  miles  from  Boston,  is  offered  tor  sale,  the 
present  incumbent  being  about  to  retire  from  the  profession.     Inquire  at  this  office. 
Je  9— 3t* 

AN   ELIGIBLE   SITUATION   FOR  A   PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN  located  in  the  western  part  of  Windham  County,  Vermont,  in  a  community  containing 
about  1600  inhabitants,  and  having  a  practice  worth  more  than  §800  a  year,  wishing  to  relinquish 
business,  offers  his  stand  for  sale.     Possession  given  forthwith.    Address  editor,  &c.  Jun  2— 3t 

ORTHOPEDIC    INFIR.VIARY 

FOR   THE    TREATME.NT    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIOS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 
At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.    Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  .1.  B.  Brown's  plan   of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 
John  C.  Warren,  George  navward,Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries, 
John  Homans,  M.  S.   Perrv,  W.  Clianning,' George  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkman,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,   George  W.   Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  U. 
Laue,'Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  Geo.-ge  Bartlett,  Johu  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 
Bo-ston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 


VACCINE   VIRUS. 
Physicians  in  anv  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  fSurgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  lioWdT,  post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 
Dr    Haynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the'  Meilical  Journal  office.     Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4— without,  $3,50.     By  addressing  the 


Dover ;  N.  Kendall  &  Co.,  Nashua.     In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury 


A  TREATISE  ON  STRABISMUS,  OR  SQUINTING, 

Anp  the  New  Mode  of  Treatment— Illustrat(<l  with  Engravings  and  Cases.  By  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 
Jiwt  published,  and  for  sale  ai  the  office  of  tlu^  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  at  the  store 
"of  VVilliaui  Crosby  &  Co.,  lid  Washington   street.     Price  50  cts. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n  CI  \PP  "  IR  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
«,l',Irpsxed  nostV.aid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
vf  imnereal'rv.ar  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  E.lilor.  Price  ,$3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  alter  three 
moi  ths  or  B\,W  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,m 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
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REVIEW  OF  PROF.    SMITHS   SELECT   DISCOURSES— JV'O.   //. 
'•'  FUNCTIONS    OF    THE    NERVOUS    SYSTEM." 

Jn  undertaking  a  review  ol  Dr.  Smith's  Lectures,  our  sole  object  is  truth. 
We  have  no  personal  feelings  whatever  to  gratify.  On  the  contrary,  we 
highly  respect  the  author  as  a  man  of  liberal  views  and  amiable  character, 
an  acute  metaphysician,  and  one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  subtle  rea- 
soners  of  the  day.  It  is  because  we  respect  his  talents  tliat  we  feel  de- 
sirous of  bringing  his  opinions  to  the  bar  of  criticism,  of  exposing  his 
errors,  both  of  logic  and  fact,  so  far  as  we  are  able,  and  thus  neutralize 
his  objections  to  what  we  regard  as  well-established  and  important  phy- 
siological doctrines. 

We  have  already  seen  (No.  I.)  that  Dr.  S.  lays  it  down  as  a  gene- 
ral princijjle,  that  '•  the*  effect  which  any  organ  produces  in  the  body, 
is  in  the  compound  ratio  of  its  relative  bulk  and  the  quantity  of  aeriated 
blood  circulating  through  it."  He  begins  the  present  lecture,  by  con- 
ceding that  "  the  brain  is  the  material  instrument  of  thought."  Should 
we  not  then  infer,  that  the  energy  of  thought,  in  other  words  mental  ac- 
tivity, would  be  proportioned  to  the  size  of  the  brain,  and  the  quantity  of 
blood  sent  to  it,  witiiin  normal  limits  ?  But  we  have  sliown  that  under 
such  circumstances,  Dr.  S.  maintains,  that  a  man  is  only  rendered  more 
passionate,  while  his  rational  faculties  are  weakened.  Where  '■  the  power 
of  the  brain  is  very  great,"  he  remarks,  "  persons  are  distinguished  by 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  children  ;  they  are  restless,  captious,  iras- 
cible, and  violent — easily  diverted  from  one  object  to  another,  pursue 
feathers  and  shadows  as  keenly  as  the  most  substantial  game,  are  incapa- 
ble of  gratitude,  of  friendship  knowing  only  the  name,  so  credulous  as  to 
be  duped  by  every  designing  knave,"  fee.  It  seems  to  us  strange  indeed, 
that  after  admitting  the  brain  to  be  the  instrument  of  thought,  Dr.  S. 
should  deny  that  increased  "power"  or  activity  of  the  instrument 
should  lead  to  a  corresponding  increase  of  mental  energy ;  but  on  the 
contrary  maintain  that  such  activity  should  actually  cause  mental  imbe- 
cility and  second  childhood.  Moreover,  we  have  seen  that  Dr.  S.  attri- 
butes mental  precocity  in  children,  to  a  "  feeble  circulation  in  the  brain  ;" 
"  for,"  says  he,  "  the  circulation  in  the  brain  being  thereby  rendered  fee- 
ble, that  viscus,  as  in  the  adult,  is  more  upon  a  par  with  the  rest  of  the 
system.  Should  the  health  of  such  children  be  restored,  with  their  re- 
turning vigor  the  brain  resumes  its  wonted  superiority,  and  quickly  destroys 
their  pretensions  to  unusual  intellectual  powers,''  But  how  is  this? 
"  The  brain,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  is  the  material  instrument  of  thought  •,"  and 
21 
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again,  "  the  function  of  a  part,  whatsoever  that  function  may  be,  is  al- 
ways performed  with  a  vigor  proportioned  to  its  bulk,  and  the  greater  or 
less  supply  of  aeriated  blood  which  it  may  receive,"  &-c.  But  here,  it 
would  seem,  is  one  exception,  at  least — the  mental  activity  is  increased, 
but  the  instrument  of  thought,  the  brain,  receives  a  diminished  quantity  of 
blood  ;  but  when  the  health  is  restored,  and  the  brain  receives  a  larger 
supply  of  the  sanguineous  fluid,  then  the  child  loses  his  intellectual  supe- 
riority, and  becomes  like  other  children  !  The  only  cases  in  which  Dr. 
S.,  in  his  first  lecture,  allowed  that  great  mental  activity,  or  "  a  strong 
mind,"  could  exist,  were  those  in  which  a  large  liver  co-existed  with  a 
large  brain,  but  "  such  men  are  incapable,"  he  remarks,  "  of  enjoying 
present  good,  for  fear  of  approaching  evil;"  and  when  "  this  tempera- 
ment is  exquisite,  the  unhappy  objects  are  always  on  the  verge  of  in- 
sanity." In  another  place,  the  author  says  that  "  excessive  action  in  the 
lungs  predisposes  to  insanity,  and  should  this  action,  from  any  cause,  be 
much  augmented,  ya^uz^y,  at  least,  is  the  inevitable  consequence  "  1  Here 
seems  to  be  another  singular  fact ;  "  the  brain  is  the  material  instrument 
of  thought,"  but  if  we  seek  for  the  cause  of  the  derangement  of  the 
thoughts  (i.e.  of  the  mind),  we  must  go  to  the  liver  or  the  lungs,  instead 
of  the  instrument  itself! 

In  conceding,  moreover,  that  the  brain  is  the  organ  of  the  mind,  Dr.  S., 
it  appears  to  us,  has  sap|)ed  the  very  foundation  on  which  he  built  his  first 
lecture,  on  the  "  diversities  of  the  human  character ;"  for  if  the  brain 
be,  as  he  admits,  the  organ  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  powers,  then  we 
must  look  to  it  alone  for  the  cause  of  the  inclinations,  propensities,  affec- 
tions, passions,  moral  qualities,  and  intellectual  faculties;  and  it  is  not  only 
absurd,  but  unphilosophical,  to  look  to  the  limgs,  liver,  and  sexual  organs, 
to  account  for  the  diversities  in  human  character.  Has  not  nature  con- 
structed an  apparatus  for  each  function,  and  do  we  not  know  what  are 
the  functions  of  these  organs?  Dr.  S.  himself  concedes  the  whole  ques- 
tion in  his  remarks  on  the  case  of  Charlotte  Corde,  who  was  beheaded  by 
the  guillotine.  "  It  is  reported,"  says  our  author,  ''  that  the  executioner, 
after  performing  his  office,  held  up  the  head  and  smote  it  on  the  cheek; 
whereupon  the  eyes  of  the  intrepid  enthusiast  evinced  indignation,  and 
a  blush  mantled  on  her  countenance."  This  story.  Dr.  S.  adds,  "  does 
not  appear  altogether  incredible" — to  him.  If  mental  emotions  were 
manifested  in  this  case,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  liver,  lungs,  &ic.,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  phenomenon  at  least. 

We  believe  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  no  physiologist,  deserving 
the  name,  will  attempt  to  deduce  from  the  temperaments,  certain  primi- 
tive, determinate,  moral  or  intellectual  powers.  This  was  the  doctrine  of 
the  ancients,  of  Haller,  Pinel,  Richerand,  Cabanis,  Foderi,  Kust,  Sprengel, 
&ic. ;  and  it  is  the  doctrine  of  our  author,  though  he  attempts  to  throw 
over  it  an  air  of  originality,  by  dropping  the  word  temperament  and  sub- 
stituting some  equivalent  phraseology.  The  most  that  can  be  said  on  this 
subject  is,  that  the  mode  in  which  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties 
manifest  themselves,  is  modified  by  the  temperament,  and  we  shall  prove 
this  to  be  Dr.  Smith's  opinion,  if  we  mistake  not,  before  we  have  done 
with  him.     He  has  drawn,  with  a  graphic  pencil,  several  very  pretty  fancy 
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sketches,  but  the  colors  will  be  found  to  facie,  and  the  skeletons  to  disap- 
pear, if  we  concentrate  upon  theui  even  a  few  scattering  rays  of  physio- 
logical truth.  It  is  strange  that  Dr.  S.  should  place  the  soul,  or  "  the 
seat  of  life,"  in  the  corpora  oHvoria,  instead  of  the  stomach,  liver,  or 
lungs ;  since  he  atteni|)ts  to  show  that  these  organs  have  more  to  do  with 
its  manifestations,  than  the  brain  itself 

In  proof  that  the  brain  is  tlie  organ  of  the  mind.  Dr.  S.  refers,  1st, 
to  consciousness ;  e.g.,  "when  perplexed  by  some  puzzling  problem," 
he  says,  "  we  experience  uneasiness  in  the  head,  particular  J y,  as  1 
think,  ill  its  more  anterior  jiart.''  2d,  The  effects  of  indisposition  upon 
the  brain  and  the  mind.  3d.  To  the  fact,  that  "  when  engaged  in  in- 
tense thouglit,  «/?■  unusual  supply  of  blood  is -sent  to  the  head''!  &;c. 
Lastly,  To  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  brain,  a  striking 
example  of  which  is  quoted. 

Our  author  next  proceeds  to  ask,  "  does  the  brain,  in  exercising  its 
functions,  as  the  material  instrument  of  thought,  act  in  large  and  unde- 
fined masses,  or  are  minute  and  distinct  portions  of  the  sensorium,  exclu- 
sively appropriated  to  particular  processes  and  affections  of  the  mind?" 
Believing  phrenojogy  to  be  "  one  of  the  creations  of  the  fancy,"  in  order 
*'  to  point  out  the  errors  of  its  advocates,"  Dr.  S.  proceeds  to  state  their 
views  under  the  three  following  propositions,  which  he  says  are  held  by 
the  phrenologists. 

"  First,  That  minute  and  distinct  parts  of  the  brain,  termed  '  organs,' 
are  exclusively  appropriated  to  particular  affections  and  processes  of  the 
mind." 

"  Second,  That  these  affections  and  processes  will  be  intense  and 
vigorous — ceteris  paribus — as  the  size,  technically,  as  the  '  development' 
of  these  '  organ-.'  " 

"Third,  That  the  'organs  '  in  question  are  situated  wpon  the  surface 
of  the  brain,  and  to  that  surface,  and  consequently  to  them,  the  skull  is 
secondarily  moulded,  and  with  great  accuracy." 

Before  proceeding  to  the  author's  objections  to  these  three  propositions, 
which,  he  says,  embrace  "  the  whole  doctrine  of  phrenology,"  we  take 
pleasure  in  quoting  the  following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  "supposed 
tendency  of  phrenological  speculations."  "It  has  been  alleged,"  says 
Dr.  S.,  "that  they  weaken  our  convictions  of  human  responsibility,  while 
they  strengthen  the  cause  of  materialism.  Both  charges  appear  to  me 
groundless.  The  first  1  esteem  untenable,  allowing  to  the  phrenologists, 
as  all  are  bound  to  do,  the  benefit  of  their  entire  doctrine.  With  regard 
to  the  second  of  these  imputations,  it  v/ill,  I  think,  appear,  when  we  shall 
have  been  prepared  for  the  inquiry,  that  the  phrenologists,  upon  their  own 
principles,  are  not  only  orthodox,  but  in  discussions  among  themselves, 
are  constrained,  and  with  irresistible  force,  to  oppose  materialism.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  certain,  that  the  phrenological  hypothesis  involves  nothing 
with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  man  which,  in  reference  to  that  consti- 
tution merely,  may  not  be  safely  granted.  The  '  organs,'  in  fact,  hold 
precisely  the  same  relation  to  the  mind,  which  is  conceded  to  the  ear,  eye, 
&;c.  That  is,  they  are  definite  structures,  through  whose  agency  alone 
particular  ideas  can  enter  the  understanding.     The  phrenologist  may  be  a 
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materialist,  hut  he  is  not  necessarily  so,  in  virtue  of  his  peculiar  opinions. 
Tliey  require  of  liiin  only  the  admission,  in  detail,  of  what  every  one 
acknowledges  in  the  gross,"  &;c.  These  remarks  are  honorable  alike  to 
thi  head  and  heart  of  the  author,  and  their  justice  is  equally  manifest. 
As  Dr.  S.  believes  phrenology  to  be  "  sufficiently  innocuous,  except 
where  the  intellect  is  weak,  or  eccentric,  or  the  understanding  has  not 
been  enlightened  by  philosophy,"  it  would  be  really  asking  too  much  of 
its  advocates  to  furnish  brains  to  its  opposers,  or  first  to  correct  their  men- 
tal obliquities  in  order  to  neutralize  their  ojjposition.  If  they  still  persist 
in  the  absurd  attempt  to  fasten  the  charge  of  materialism  upon  the  be- 
lievers in  its  doctrines,  all  we  can  do  is  to  point  to  their  own  cranial  con- 
formation in  proof  of  their  incapacity  to  sit  in  judgment  on  a  question 
involving  the  exercise  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  in  their  medium  strength 
and  integrity. 

Dr.  Smith  commences  this  lecture  with  a  brief  description  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  brain,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  sustaining  the  above 
three  propositions.  As  this  description  was  drawn  up  for  a  popular  au- 
dience, we  shall  not  criticize  its  correctness,  though  we  must  be  permitted 
to  doubt  whether  those,  for  whom  it  was  intended,  could  obtain  from  it 
any  very  accurate  notion  of  the  subject.  While  he  denies  the  exact  cor- 
respondence of  the  convolutions  or  external  surface  of  the  brain,  he  ad- 
mits that  in  the  internal  arrangement  this  is  reversed,  and  that  one  hemis- 
phere "  is  an  exact  counterpart  of  the  other."  It  will  appear,  in  the 
sequel,  that  this  admission  is  all  that  the  phrenologist  would  ask. 

Dr.  S.  states  that  the  "  brain  acquires  its  full  size  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod of  life — not  later  than  the  seventh  year."  This  statement  is  re- 
peated in  different  parts  of  the  work,  but  no  authority  is  given  for  the 
assertion.  We  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  making  observations  on 
this  point,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  the  head  continues  to  increase  in  size, 
as  a  general  rule,  as  long  as  the  body  does,  but  not  in  equal  proportion. 
Every  person  knows  that  children  of  seven  years  of  age  do  not  require 
as  large  hats  as  adults ;  though  this  would  not  be  a  proper  test  of  the 
bulk  of  the  brain.  Mr.  Combe  says,  "the  brain  comes  to  maturity  at 
different  ages  in  different  persons — seldom  before  the  age  of  20,  and 
sometimes,  according  to  Gall,  not  before  forty.  My  own  observations 
prove  that  it  generally  continues  spontaneously  to  grow  to  23  years  of 
age,  and  sometimes  to  28."  In  the  4th  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Phreno- 
logical Journal,  is  a  very  valuable  communication  from  an  experienced 
hat-maker  in  London,  in  which  he  remarks  as  follows:  "  In  the  first  seven 
years  the  head  attains  an  increase,  from  its  birth,  greater  than  in  any  seven 
years  afterwards.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  reply  to  the  several  objectors 
to  phrenology,  who  assert  that  the  brain  attains  its  full  dimensions  at  this 
period  of  life,  and  alleging  the  increase  afterwards  to  be  caused  by  thick- 
ness of  skull,  bar  and  integument.  From  seven  years  the  head  under- 
goes a  gradual  increase,  until  the  period  of  maturity.  The  head  I  have 
always  found  to  attain  its  full  dimensions  in  accordance  with  the  bodily 
framf.  I  fix  the  utmost  limits  my  experience  will  allow,  to  the  age  of 
25  years.  The  more  general  period  of  full  attainment  of  size,  is  between 
17  and  23."     We  could  go  on  quoting  authorities  to  the  same  effect,  to 
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almost  any  extent.  But  it  is  unnecessary.  We  therefore  demur  to  this 
important  "fact  "  of  Dr.  S.,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  it  back  to  him  for 
re-consideration. 

Our  author  next  proceeds  to  consider  his  three  propositions,  having 
"adjusted  all  preliminaries."  As  to  the  first,  that  "  niinute  and  distinct 
parts  of  the  brain  are  exclusively  appropriated  to  particular  affections  and 
proces-5es  of  the  mind,"  bethinks  it  sufficient  to  deny  its  truth,  "  until  some 
evidence  of  a  direct  character  is  brought  to  sustain  it,"  which,"  he  says, 
"  does  not  exist."  Now  we  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  Dr.  S.  is  igno- 
rant of  the  existence  of  any  sucli  testimony,  for  this  appears  on  every 
page  of  his  six  lectures.  Had  he  been  acquainted  with  the  great  work  of 
Dr.  Gall  on  the  '•  Functions  of  the  Brain,"  in  six  volumes,  translated  by 
Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,  he  would  have  hesitated  before  he  ven- 
tured to  make  such  an  assertion.  This  great  monument  of  the  inductive 
philosophy — the  grand  store-house,  from  whence  Spurzheim  drew  much 
of  his  riches,  and  all  modern  phrenological  writers  their  resources — is  re- 
plete with  facts  on  this  subject — facts,  not  collected  to  sustain  a  fore-gone 
conclusion,  but  tho^e  from  which  its  immortal  author  deduced  the  impor- 
tant doctrines  which  Dr.  S.  in  vain  attempts  to  overthrow.  Our  author 
infers  that  because  the  bi-ain  is  a  "  complex  apparatus  of  tracts,  chords 
and  bands,"  it  must  be  destined  "to  perform  its  functions  as  an  associated 
whole."  Now  we  should  infer  directly  the  contrary.  If  there  was  no 
complexity  in  its  structure,  no  bands  of  connection  and  association  be- 
tween its  different  portions  and  organs,  leading  some  of  them  to  act  in 
unison,  as  we  ktiow  they  do,  and  extending  the  influence  of  one,  by  ana- 
tomical connection,  to  others,  we  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  the  brain 
acted  as  a  wl)ole  ;  but  it  is  certainly  un philosophical  to  believe  that  every 
part  of  so  "complex  an  apparatus"  is  equally  concerned  in  every  act  of 
the  mind.  We  need  not,  however,  here  contest  tliis  point  with  Dr.  S., 
for  he  virtually  concedes  it  in  the  next  sentence,  by  saying  that  "  every 
portion  of  the  brain  is  not,  on  all  occasions,  necessarily  and  equally  em- 
ployed." Now,  as  it  is  no  doctrine  of  phrenology,  that  any  organ,  in 
any  case,  acts  independently  of  every  other,  but  only  that  every  organ 
has  a  specific  function,  we  feel  half  disposed  to  claim  the  author  as  an 
orthodox  believer  in  the  true  doctrines,  only  that  he  labors  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  not  knowing  what  the  true  doctrines  are  ! 

Having  stated  that  the  interior  of  the  brain  is  uniform  in  its  arrange-^ 
ment  in  different  persons,  while  the  superficial  convolutions  are  very 
irregular,  Dr.  S.  thinks  the  inference  should  be,  "  that  the  former  consti- 
tutes the  efficient,  and  the  latter  the  supplementid  and  unimportant  por- 
tions of  the  sensorium  ;  yet  upon  those  [that?]  the  phrenologist  lays 
no  stress  whatever,  while  these  [the  external  convolutions]  he  designates 
as  bis  '  organs.'  "  As  this  objection  will  again  recur,  when  we  come  to 
the  consideration  of  the  third  proposition,  it  must  suffice  for  the  present  to 
deny,  as  we  do,  that  phrenoloiiists  hold  to  any  such  thing — no  one  be- 
lieves that  the  external  and  superficial  convolutions  compose  the  whole  of 
the  phrenological  organs,  but  only  that  they  are  the  surface  of  the  organs. 
It  is  strange  that  any  one  should  hazard  the  assertion  that  phrenologists 
"  lay  no  stress  upon  the  interior  of  the  brain,"  since  to  them  we  are  in- 
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debted  for  the  true  mode  of  unfolding  its  minute  anatomy,  and  for  the 
only  intelligible  description  of  its  real  structure. 

"  The  cerebellum,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  whose  sole  office  it  is,  according  to 
the  phrenologists,  to  engender  sexual  feeling,  iias,  according  to  Mechel 
its  relative  magnitude  at  five  or  six  months  after  birth,  and  its  absolute 
bulk  while  we  are  yet  little  children.  Here  then  we  have  by  far  the 
largest  of  the  supposed  'organs,'  being,  indeed,  a  seventh  or  eighth  of 
the  whole  brain,  perfected,  and  dormant  for  eight  or  ten  years.  Now 
the  facts  in  relation  to  the  cerebellum  are  these  :  Jn  new-born  children,  it 
is  the  least  developed  of  all  the  cerebral  parts,  bearing  a  ratio  to  the  brain 
as  one  to  13,  15,  or  20.  But  in  adults  it  is  as  1  to  6,  7,  or  8.  It  at- 
tains its  full  size  between  the  ages  of  18  and  26  ;  geneially,  like  the  cere- 
brum, it  continues  to  grow  as  long  as  the  rest  of  the  body.  It  is,  for  the 
most  part,  less  in  females  than  in  males,  and  in  old  age  frequently  di- 
minishes. It  may  sometimes  be  largely  developed  before  puberty,  but  in 
such  cases  the  sexual  instinct  is  strongly  manifested.*  Castration  arrests 
its  development,  if  performed  before  the  age  of  puberty ;  if  afterwards,  it 
does  not  destroy  the  instinct  of  propagation,  nor  the  power  of  coition. — 
(Gall,  Vol.  III.,  p.  181.)  "  A  certain  proof,"  says  Gall,  "that  the  in- 
stinct of  propagation  depends  on  other  conditions  than  the  existence  of 
the  genital  organs,  and  the  seminal  fluid." 

The  next  objection  of  our  author  is,  that  "  when  a  particular  purpose 
is  to  be  answered,  we  perceive  a  distinct  contrivance  more  or  less  obviously 
adapted  to  the  end  in  view ;"  as,  e.  g.,  the  liver  to  secrete  bile,  the  heart 
to  circulate  the  blood,  k,c.  But  as  we  can  discover  nothing  as  to  the 
function  of  the  brain,  from  its  anatomical  structure,  therefore  it  is  un phi- 
losophical to  infer  that  it  has  any  function,  or,  at  least,  to  infer  what  that 
function  is.  But  Dr.  S.  has  already  admitted  that  the  "  brain  is  the  in- 
strument of  thought ;"  how  did  he  learn  this  ?  Did  he  find  it  out  from 
examining  the  brain  en  masse,  or  from  a  microscopic  inspection  of  the 
white  or  gray  matter  ?  Can  he  tell  a  nerve  of  sensation  from  a  nerve  of 
motion,  merely  by  inspecting  its  fibres?  Could  he  pronounce,  o  j977on, 
that  the  optic  nerve  was  for  seeing,  or  the  auditory  for  hearing  ?  "  There 
is,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  sufficient  evidence  to  induce  the  belief  that  the  ante- 
rior lobes  of  the  cerebrum  are  principally  employed  in  carrying  on  those 
operations  of  the  mind  which  require  the  exercise  of  the  reasoning  pow- 
ers "  !  Did  our  author  learn  this  from  examining  the  structure  of  this 
part  and  comparmg  it  with  others?  But  we  shall  not  pursue  this 
objection. 

Dr.  S  knows  full  well  that  dissection  does  not  reveal  the  functions  of 
any  organ,  much  less  that  of  the  brain,  which  appears  merely  as  a  mass 
of  curiously  convoluted  matter ;  and  yet  he  has  admitted  it  to  be  "  the 
instrument  of  thought."  But  if  the  function  of  the  brain,  as  a  whole, 
cannot  be  detected  from  its  anatomical  structure,  much  less  ought  we  to 
expect  to  ascertain  the  functions  of  the  individual  organs  by  the  same 
process.  Dr.  S.  concludes  his  remarks  upon  the  first  proposition,  by  say- 
ing that  "  although  what  he  has  urged,  proceeds  upon  analogy,  a  mode 
of  reasoning  never  trust-worthy,  and  particularly  unsafe  when  applied  to 

*  Combe's  Phrenology. 
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the  nervous  system,  yet  that,  in  the  present  instance,  the  relative  force  of 
his  proof  is  infinite,  there  being,  as  yet,  nothing  xvherewith  it  can  be  op- 
posed." It  were  a  |)ity  to  disturb  tlie  self-complacency  of  our  autl)or,  or  to 
sutjgest  a  doubt  whether  his  "proof"  against  phrenology  is  actually  "in- 
finite ;"  but  we  intend  to  accompany,  \\  ith  our  running  commentary, 
everything  which  looks  lilce  proof,  or  which  is  advanced  as  such,  that  the 
reader  may  be  able  to  judge  for  himself. 

We  have  thus  passed  in  review  every  argument  or  suggestion  of  Prof. 
S.  against  the  doctrine  that  the  brain  acts  by  separate  portions,  technically, 
and  for  convenience  sake,  termed  "organs,"  and  if  we  mistake  not,  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  proof  has  been  discovcrefl,  even  upon  the  author's 
own  acknowledgment.  He  calls  his  reasoning  "  analogical,"  but  at  the 
same  time  admits  that  it  is  not  "trust-worthy"  nor  "safe,"  and  he  ex- 
pects this  will  suffice  to  overthrow  the  immense  array  of  facts  which 
go  to  prove  the  speciality  of  cerebral  action.  There,  it  is  true,  he  gets 
over  very  easily,  by  denying  that  any  such  facts  exist ;  but  we  are  not 
disposed  to  allow  much  weight  to  reasoning  ab  ignorantia.  The  proof, 
it  is  true,  would  perhaps  be  "  infinite,"  to  one  who  had  not  made  himself 
acquainted  with  but  one  side  of  the  question  ;  but  we  are  not  willing  that 
the  prejudice  or  the  ignorance  of  any  man,  however  distinguished,  shall  be 
the  standard  by  which  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  physiological  or  any  other 
questions.  Dr.  S.  is  a  follower  of  Dugald  Stewart  and  the  old  school  of 
metaphysicians,  who  go  about  to  investigate  the  mind  by  attending  to  the 
subjects  of  their  own  consciousness  ;  but  we  can  judge  pretty  accurately 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  science  of  mind,  by  true  experi- 
ments and  observations  on  their  own  powers  and  faculties,  by  examining 
the  works  of  these  writers  on  mental  and  intellectual  philosoi)hy — no  two 
of  them  agreeing  w  hat  the  fundamental  faculties  of  the  mind  are. 

Dr.  S.  has  not  produced  a  single  fact  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  which 
he  attempts  to  overthrow.  He  knows  that  the  manner  in  which  Gall 
built  up  the  system  of  nature,  we  will  not  call  it  his  system,  was  different 
from  what  his  remarks  would  lead  the  reader  to  infer,  viz. :  that  "  it  is  a 
pure  creation  of  the  fancy,"  and  that  Gall's  method  was  one  of  pure  obser- 
vation. He. did  not  mapout  the  brain  intoorgans,  and  then  go, to  work  to 
collect  facts,  to  substantiate  these  organs  ;  hut  he  studied  the  organization 
in  connection  with  prominent  traits  of  character,  and  thus  discovered  one 
organ  after  another.  He  never  allowed  himself  to  speculate  or  reason 
a  priori ;  but  when  he  met  with  a  person  remarkable  for  some  particular 
faculty,  he  marked  the  cranial  conformation,  and  especially  all  prominent 
local  developments,  and  thus,  after  a  comparison  of  hundreds,  and  in 
some  instances  thousands  of  cases,  of  a  similar  kind,  he  ventured  to  locate 
the  portion  of  the  brain,  on  which  the  extraordinary  faculty  depended. 
"The  indefatigable  industry  of  Gall,"  says  Elliotson,  "during  the  whole 
of  a  long  life,  constantly  observing  all  persons  he  met  with,  and  searching 
after  all  who  were  in  any  mental  respect  remarkable,  travelling  as  he  did 
to  most  of  the  prisons,  mad-houses,  and  hospitals  of  the  Continent ; 
examining  the  habits  and  heads  of  brutes  innumerable  for  comparison  ; 
and  engaging  M.  Niklas,  Dr.  Spurzheim,  and  others,  for  a  pecuniary 
consideration,  to  work  under  him,  and  examine  points  for  him,  in  the  way 
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of  reading,  dissecting,  casting,  moulding,  and  observing  living  persons,  is  as- 
tonishing ;  and  the  success  and  importance  of  his  researches  will,  I  am 
satisfied,  ensure  him  a  place  among  the  greatest  names  of  the  human  race, 
although,  like  every  other  great  discoverer  and  benefactor,  he  has  been 
loaded  with  ridicule  and  abuse."  Candidus. 


CASE   OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM— OPERATION— CURE. 

BY    A.    W.    SHIPMAN,    M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  1839,  I  was  consulted  by  Nicholas 
Dyer,  of  Willet,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  for  a  tumor  in  the  ham  of  the 
right  leg.  The  patient  was  about  30  years  of  age,  of  a  good  constitu- 
tion, and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  history  which  he  gave  was,  that 
in  the  month  of  April  previous,  he  began  to  feel  some  pain  and  soreness 
in  the  ham,  which  he  attributed  to  rheumatism,  and  accordingly  used 
some  domestic  application,  but  without  any  effect.  In  May  he  discovered 
a  tumor  in  the  ham,  for  which  he  used  some  volatile  liniment,  but  the 
swelling  continued  to  increase,  and  he  applied  to  Dr.  Lyman  Eldridge,  of 
Cincinnatus,  who  advised  him  as  to  the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  consult  me.  At  the  time  I  first  saw  him,  which  was 
about  the  10th  of  June,  1  found  a  tumor  occupying  the  popliteal  space, 
as  large  as  an  orange;  it  was  tender  on  pressure,  and  pulsated  pretty 
strongly,  which  ceased  when  pressure  was  made  over  the  artery  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh.  The  leg  was  flexed  and  could  not  be  extended, 
the  attempt  giving  him  great  pain.  The  tumor  was  hot,  and  the  skin  in- 
flamed over  it,  as  well  as  the  calf  of  the  leg.  The  foot  was  oedematous 
and  numb.  He  suffered  much  pain  day  and  night,  and  the  tumor  was 
rapidly  increasing  in  size  ;  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  walk.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  did  not  hesitate  to  advise  hiin  to  submit  to  an  operation  as 
soon  as  possible. 

This  I  performed  on  the  18th  of  June,  with  the  assistance  of  Drs. 
Eldridge,  McWhorter  and  Briggs,  of  Cincinnatus,  in  the  usual  manner,  at 
the  upper  third  of  the  thigh.  The  artery  was  separated  as  little  as  pos- 
sible from  its  surrounding  connections,  and  one  firm  silk  ligature  applied. 
The  pulsations  in  the  tumor  immediately  ceased ;  it  became  reduced 
nearly  one  half  in  size ;  the  leg  and  foot  became  cold  and  pale,  with  a 
slight  increase  in  the  numbness,  which  already  affected  the  limb.  Hot 
flannels  were  placed  around  the  leg  and  foot,  and  bottles  of  hot  water  to 
the  foot  and  sides  of  the  leg.  In  a  few  hours  re-action  came  on,  with  an 
increase  of  temperature  in  the  leg  and  foot.  No  untoward  symptoms 
came  on  to  interrupt  the  cure.  The  ligature  separated  on  the  •20th  day 
from  the  operation,  the  wound  healed,  the  tumor  in  the  ham  was  absorbed 
entirely  in  the  course  of  a  month,  the  leg  could  be  extended  perfectly, 
and  its  strength  returned  in  a  few  months.  He  is  now,  and  has  been,  as 
jivell  as  before  the  disease  made  its  appearance. 


(  ''545  ) 

CASE  OF   ANEURISM   AT   THE    BEND    OF   THE  ARM   FROM   A 
WOUND-OPERATION-CURE. 

A  SON  of  RosNvell   Ackk-y,  of  Groton,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  aet.   15, 
was  wounded  with  the  point  of  a  penknife  at  the  bend  ol  the  arm,  about 
the  first  of  October,  1840.     There  was  a  jet  of  blood  to  the  distance 
of  six  feet  at  the  time,  but  some  of  the  bystanders  made  compression  over 
the  orifice  and  arrested  the  hemorrhage.     A  physician   was  called,  who 
applied  compresses  and  a  bandage,  and  kept  it  tightly  done  up  for  a  week, 
when  the  dressings  were  removed,  and  the  boy  began  to  make  ?ome  "se 
of  his  arm,  when  hemorrhage  again  recurred  from  the  wound  (which  had 
not  healed)  to  some  considerable  amount.     It  was  again  bandaged,  but  it 
continued  to  bleed  from  time  to  time.     The  whole  of  the  forearm  was 
swollen  and  discolored  from  infiltration  of  blood,  and  a  tumor  formed  over 
the  seat  of  the  injury,  which  continued  slowly  to  increase  m  size.     About 
this  time  a  steam  doctor  saw  it  and  promised  a  speedy  cure  by  the  apph- 
catlon  of  stimulants  and   frictions,  which  on   trial  only  served   to  increase 
the  size  of  the  swelling,  and  augment  the  frequency  of  liie  hemorrhages. 
I  was  requested  to  visit  him  on  the  28ih  of  October.     I-  ound  the  forearm 
in  a  state  of  semiflexion,  much  swollen  and  discolored,  and  a  tumor  in  tlie 
bend  of  the  ami  as  large  as  the  fist,  with  a  small  orifice  (the  original 
puncture  unhealed)  near  the  apex.     There  was  no  pulsation  in  it  to  be 
discovered,  nor  could   1  learn  that  there  ever  had  been      No  pulsation  in 
the  radial  artery  could  be  perceived  at  the  wrist.    The  fingers  were  flexed 
and  could  not  be  easily  extended. 

With  the  assistance'of  Dr.  Daniel  Haven,  I  proceeded  to  the  operation 
by  cuttincr  down  upon  the  brachial  artery  about  midway  between  the 
a'xilla  and""  bend  of  the  arm,  at  the  edge  of  the  biceps,  and  carefully  sepa- 
ratincr  the  media  nerve  and  disturbing  as  little  as  possible  the  surrounding 
connections;  one  firm  silk  ligature  was  applied;  the  wound  cosed  by 
adhesive  plaster,  and  the  arm  placed  in  a  sling,  careOally  wrapped  in  cot- 
ton. No  unpleasant  symptoms  followed.  The  ligature  came  away  on 
the  14th  day  from  the  operation.  A  partial  suppuration  took  place  in  the 
tumor,  which  with  some  coagula  was  discharged  from  the  puncture.  Af- 
ter this,  frictions  with  stimulating  liniments  completely  dispersed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  swelling.  The  arm  and  fingers  became  straight,  and  lie 
speedily  regained  their  strength  and  use.  _ 

How  infinitely  preferable  this  simple,  yet  efficient  operation  to  the 
method  formerly  pursued,  and  sometimes  recommended  in  these  days,  ot 
opening  the  aneurismal  sac  and  searching  for  the  wounded  vessel,  and  ty- 
in"-  both  above  and  below  the  wound. 

Cortlandville,  N.  Y.,  June  \6th,  1841.      A.  W    Shipman,  M^D. 

Pres.  of  Cortland  Med.  Soc  y. 


UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE   PRECEDING  DELIVERY. 

BY    R.    FOSTER    WELLS,    M.R.CS.L. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  of  the  present  month,  at  the 
request  of  a  practitioner  of  midwifery,  I  visited  Mrs.  Croley,  ^tat.  33,  ol 
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a  nervous  temperament,  in  the  ninth  month  of  her  second  pregnancy, 
who  had  been  seized  with  haemorrliage  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  same  day,  which  had  continued  unabated  up  to  eleven  o'clock,  without 
the  supervention  of  labor-pains,  and  had  recurred  about  half  an  hour  pre- 
vious to  my  seeing  her. 

I  found  her  lying  in  the  usual  obstetric  position  ;  the  surface  of  the 
body  covered  with  a  cold  perspiration  ;  the  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt; 
the  countenance  was  deathly  pale ;  the  eyes  and  mouth  surrounded  by  a 
dark-colored  areola  ;  the  pupils  were  dilated  ;  and  the  tongue  white  and 
moist.  The  state  of  the  bed  did  not  indicate  the  loss  of  much  blood. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  vagina  filled  with  coagula,  and  the  os  uteri 
sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  points  of  two  fingers  ;  the  liquor  amnii 
had  been  evacuated  naturally  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  the  vertex 
was  presenting. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  considered  it  impossible  to  attempt  the 
operation  of  turning,  and  recommended  the  administration  of  the  ergot  in 
two-scruple  doses  every  hour,  until  the  mouth  of  the  womb  should  be 
sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  perforator,  and  warm  brandy  and  water 
freely  in  the  intervals.  Upon  seeing  her  again  at  seven  o'clock  two  doses 
of  the  ergot  in  powder  had  been  rejected,  there  was  still  an  "oozing"  of 
blood,  and  the  general  symtpoms  were  much  the  same.  A  decoction  of 
four  drachms  of  ergot  in  six  ounces  of  water  was  administered  in  two 
doses,  with  an  interval  of  half  an  hour,  with  decided  good  effect. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  uterus  acting  vigorously,  and  its  mouth  about  two 
inches  in  diameter,  the  head  was  freely  opened,  and  the  labor  speedily 
tertninated  by  the  crotchet.  The  ciiild,  a  male,  was  found  to  be  rather 
below  the  average  size. 

There  was  a  gradual  rallying  from  the  time  the  first  dose  of  the  decoc- 
tion was  administered,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  hour  immediately 
succeeding  delivery,  when  the  vital  powers  appeared  to  flag,  has  increased 
steadily,  although  slowly,  up  to  the  present  time,  without  the  occurrence 
of  a  single  unfavorable  symptom. 

On  the  17th  of  the  present  month  this  patient  had  slipped  down  stairs, 
but  without  hurting  herself,  and  from  that  time  till  the  period  at  which  the 
haemorrhage  took  place,  had  experienced  a  more  than  usual  movement  of 
the  foetus. 

I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  haemorrhage  in  this  case  arose 
from  a  partial  separation  of  the  placenta  and  membranes. 

There  are  indications  in  this  both  against,  as  well  as  for,  the  operation 
of  craniotomy.  On  the  one  hand,  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  was  not  in 
itself  alarming,  the  duration  of  labor  not  remarkably  protracted,  and,  as 
the  result  proved,  the  child  below  the  average  size.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  no  prospect  that  the  uterine  contractions,  as  induced  by 
the  ergot,  would  expel  the  child  in  time  to  save  the  mother ;  and  the  ex- 
treme urgency  of  the  general  symptoms  called  for  the  application  of  those 
means  which  promised  the  most  speedy  delivery,  without  considering  the 
safety  of  the  child. 

The  previous  labor  of  this  poor  woman  had  been  of  three  day's  dura- 
tion, and  a  very  large  dead  child  was  the  result. — Lon.  Lancet. 
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CASE  OF  ABSCESS   OF  THE  PROSTATE   GLAND. 

By    GIDEON    ALGEUKON    MANTELI.,    ESQ.,    LL.D.    r.R  S. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  agcd  70,  of  a  floiid  complexion  and  sanguine  tonipera- 
tnent,  and  of  extremely  regular  habits,  and  who  had  occasionally  been 
subject  to  cystic  irritation  from  a  slight  enlargement  of  the  prostate,  fell 
down  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  injured  the  right  knee,  and  received  a  slight 
concussion  of  the  brain.  On  being  brought  home  and  put  to  bed  he  ex- 
perienced a  severe  shivering,  to  relieve  which  a  tin  vessel  of  hot  water 
was  placed  between  his  thighs,  and  almost  instantly  he  felt  a  severe  dart- 
ing pain  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  This  was  followed  by  a  fre- 
quent and  distressing  desire  to  micturate,  w  hich  ended  in  complete  reten- 
tion of  urine.  The  following  day  (Jan.  11)  a  catheter  was  introduced 
with  some  difficulty  and  great  sufiering,  and  about  a  pint  of  urine  was 
withdrawn.  The  operation  was  repeated  in  the  evening.  For  five  suc- 
cessive days  the  catheter  was  employed  night  and  morning,  but  the  diffi- 
culty of  })assing  it  increased,  partly  from  the  extreme  irritability  of  the 
urethra,  and  partly  horn  a  progressive  enlargement  of  the  left  lobe  of  the 
prostate,  which  so  altered  the  normal  course  of  the  urinary  canal,  as  to 
cause  the  instrument,  in  its  passage  to  the  bladder,  to  describe  a  considera- 
ble curve  to  the  dextral  side. 

An  eminent  surgeon,  who  attended  this  case  in  consultation  with  me, 
advised  an  elastic  catheter  to  be  retained,  but  the  suffering  it  induced  was 
so  great  as  to  compel  its  removal  after  a  few  hours.  An  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  silver  catheter  in  the  usual  manner  failed,  and  occasioned  the 
discharge  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  In  this  dilemma  five  grains 
of  acetate  of  morphia  were  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  spermaceti  oint- 
ment, and  the  uredira  was  lubricated  therewith  by  means  of  a  bougie. 
The  catheter  was  again  had  recourse  to,  and  care  being  taken  to  pass  it  so 
as  to  describe  a  curve  towards  the  right,  which  the  enlargement  of  the 
left  lobe  of  the  prostate  rendered  necessary,  I  succeeded  in  emptying  the 
bladder  with  more  facility,  and  with  fiir  less  pain  to  the  patient  than  on 
any  previous  occasion.  This  method  was  continued  night  and  morning 
until  Feb.  2,  three  weeks  after  the  accident,  when,  upon  introducing  the 
instrument,  I  experienced  some  difficulty  ;  and  after  the  contents  of  the 
bladder  were  discharged,  upon  withdrawing  the  catheter,  three  or  four 
ounces  of  pus  flowed  from  the  urethra.  Two  days  afterwards  the  bladder 
recovered  its  powers,  the  obstruction  was  removed,  and  the  patient  has  ex- 
perienced no  subsequent  inconvenience. 

The  means  employed  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  urethra  in  this  case, 
simple  as  they  were,  merit  the  attention  of  the  young  practitioner ;  for, 
although  the  instrument  was  previously  introduced  dripping  with  oil,  such 
was  the  heated,  dry,  and  tender  state  of  the  canal,  that  the  tube  could 
not  be  passed  without  much  difficulty,  and  occasioning  great  suffering. 
The  expedient  of  first  introducing  a  bougie  covered  with  morphine  oint- 
ment, to  use  the  words  of  the  patient,  "  made  him  quite  in  heaven."  I 
need  not  occupy  the  valuable  pages  of  the  Lancet  with  the  details  of  the 
medical  treatment  of  this  case  :  suffice  it  to  state,  that  in  this,  as  in  in- 
stances of  a  like  nature,  anodyne  enemata,  according  to  my  experience, 
are  the  most  effectual  palliatives. — Lancet. 
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DR.  PATTISON'S  INAUGURAL  DISCOURSE. 

In  the  New  York  Herald,  of  June  10ih,may  be  found  ihe  entire  discourse 
of  Dr.  Paitis^on  on  the  occasion  of  a  public  inauguration  of  the  newly-ap- 
pointed medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  New  York.  There  is  a  pro- 
digious flourish  of  trumpets  by  way  of  a  caption,  probably  an  emanation 
from  the  brain  of  a  reporter,  beginning  thus — ''Important  era  in  the  his- 
tor y  of  science  in  this  country.''^  We  are  surprised  at  the  pomposity  of 
Dr.  Pattison's  declaration,  that  ''the  birth  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  is  an  event,  therefore,  in  which  every  one  of  our 
citizens  is  deeply  interested.  It  is  one  which  will  give,  not  only  a  scien- 
tific character  to  our  city,  but  it  is  one  which  will  have  the  effect  of  estab- 
lishing between  us  and  the  most  distant  parts  of  our  country,  ties  and  re- 
lationships which  will  never  aftervvards  be  broken."  This  is  about  the 
same  thing  as  saying  that  there  has  never  been  any  system  of  medical 
education  in  New  York,  nor  any  institutions  for  teaching  the  principles  of 
a  science  which  has  conferred  so  much  benefit  on  mankind. 

Dr.  Pattison  may  rely  upon  having  succeeded  to  a  charm,  by  this  un- 
lucky paragraph,  in  raising  up  a  phalanx  of  indomitable  spirits  that  will 
never  relinquish  the  hostility  which  this  inaugural  exhibition  has  de- 
veloped, till  he  is  driven  as  completely  out  of  the  country,  as  he  was  from 
a  chair  in  the  University  of  London.  Go  where  he  will.  Dr.  Pattison  is 
a  Jonah,  who  is  necessarily  thrown  over-board  to  save  a  sinking  ship — 
and  we  predict  with  confidence  that  there  will  be  a  good  reason  assigned 
for  his  resignation,  lonu  before  the  birth  of  another  medical  school  in  the 
city  of  New  York  ''will  have  the  effect  of  establishing  between  us  and  the 
most  distant  part  of  our  country,  ties  and  relationships  which  will  never 
afterwards  be  broken^ 

The  orator  over-dosed  the  occasion,  and  dealt  in  toad-eating  far  beyond 
what  the  importance  of  the  event  required.  But  he  was  evidently  un- 
willing to  forego  an  opportunity  of  such  a  rare  occurrence  to  persuade  all 
the  world  that  the  University  was  the  centre  of  the  globe,  and  the  sp?aker 
the  principal  object  of  attraction.  With  regard  to  the  other  members  of 
the  faculty,  several  of  who  n  we  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  personally, 
ihev  are  gantlem^n  of  hii);h  attainments,  and  will  com  nanJ  the  respect  of 
respectable  people  the  world  over;  but  they  are  too  wise  not  to  perceive 
that  there  are  other  medical  institutions  that  cannot  be  eclipsed  by  all  the 
iTi?di.-al  for-es  of  the  empire  State,  were  they  concentrated  at  a  single 
point.  Is  Philadelphia  to  he  blotted  out  of  remembrance  at  a  single  blast 
from  the  lungs  of  Dr.  Pattison?  Another  extract  will  apprise  the  reader 
of  the  character  of  the  cabinet — a  rare  and  almost  unequalled  collection  is 
to  be  added  : 

"The  beautiful  and  unique  museum  of  Dr.  Mott,  the  professor  of  sur- 
gery, may  be  considered  the  most  interesting  in  the  country,  for  there  is 
embodied  in  it  a  history  of  the  triumphs  which  that  distinguished  surgeoa 
has  realized  in  his  profession.     Here  are  to  be  seen  the  noble  trophies  of 
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his  surgical  skill  ;  trophies  which  will  secure  to  him  who  has  won  them  a 
deathless  reputation,  and  which  have  gained  for  his  country,  in  Europe,  a 
high  and  enviable  distinction  in  the  promotion  and  improvement  of  chi- 
rurgical  science.  Can  a  student,  just  commencing  his  studies,  look  on 
these  preparations,  and  not  have  his  mind  fixed,  by  a  noble  enthusiasm 
and  ambition  to  emulate  him,  who  has  furnished  such  evidence  ol  the 
vast  resources  of  surgical  science  ;  and  as  he  listens  to  his  lectures,  in 
which  he  will  hear  the  full  history  of  these  cases  and  the  principles  of 
surgery,  which  have  guided  their  author  in  designing  and  accomplishing 
operations  for  the  cure  of  diseases  which,  before  he  look  up  the  subjects 
of  them,  were  considered  irremediable  ;  and  further,  when  he  hears  these 
principles  of  our  science  still  further  illustrated  by  all  the  facts  and  obser- 
vations which  his  surgical  professor's  ripened  experience  enabled  him  to 
cull  from  opportunities  of  observation,  never  before  offered  to  a  surgeon  in 
Europe.  How  can  he  fail  to  become  inspired  with  a  devotion  to  his  pro- 
fession ?  How  can  he  fail  from  becoming  an  able  and  accomplished 
surgeon  ? 

'•  The  very  beautiful  collection  of  preparations  b?longing  to  Dr.  Bed- 
ford, and  which  has  for  the  last  two  years  been  deposited  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Medii-al  College,  at  Albany,  will  form  part  of  the  museum  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  University,  as  illustrative  of  the  department 
which  the  Profe^^sor  teaches.  This  collection  is  invaluable,  and  is  un- 
equalled in  the  richness  and  value  of  its  specimens. 

"  As  the  largest  part  of  the  museum  of  the  JelTerson  Medical  College, 
of  Philadelphia,  belongs  to  the  prolessors  of  anatomy,  and  the  practice  of 
physic,  who  have  been  translated  from  that  school  to  occupy  the  corres- 
pondinii  chairs  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Univerity  of  New  York, 
this  will  come  to  form  a  great  and  valuable  addition  to  ihe  museum  of  the 
Institution.  The  museum  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  New  York,  will  in  fact  be  formed  of  their  museums,  and  as  daily  ad- 
ditions are  being  made  to  it,  so  far  as  preparations  can  illustrate  lectures, 
these  will  be  abundantly  provided  by  the  faculty." 

Dr,  Motl's  reputation  will  unquestionably  be  instrumental  in  gathering 
in  a  large  number  of  pupils — but  old  and  long-sustained  schools  will  not 
be  forsaken  for  the  lecture  rooms  of  the  University. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  over-wrought  and  boasting  assurance  of  the 
public  inaugural  address,  at  which  men  of  the  refinement  and  discern- 
ment of  Drs.  Payne  and  Revere  must  have  been  mortified,  fewer  words 
would  have  expressed  all  that  would  need  to  have  been  said  of  the  Uni- 
versity Medical  School  of  New  York. 


U.  S.  Marine  Hospital.,  Chelsea — On  Saturday  last,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr, 
M.D.,  of  Boston,  received  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  of  the  Chelsea 
Marine  Hospital,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Stedman,  and  will  very  speedily  en- 
ter upon  the  responsible  duties  of  the  office.  Dr.  Otis  is  well  known  to 
this  community  : — his  professional  attainments  are  of  an  order  to  warrant 
the  highest  expectations  of  those  who  have  at  heart  the  medical  and  sur- 
gical character  of  New  England.  By  education  at  home,  and  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  visiting  the  great  hospitals  of  Europe,  too-ether 
with  the  experience  af^quired  in  the  former  capacitv  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  we  feel  sure  that  he  will  sustain 
the  place  with  satisfaction  to  the  public  and  the  best  interests  of  the  In- 
stitution.    It  would   be  an  act  of  injustice  towards  Dr.   Stedman,  not  to 
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speak  of  those  professional  qualifications  which  have  enabled  him,  during 
the  twelve  years  that  he  lias  been  in  office,  to  establish  a  reputation  tliat 
will  command  the  sustaining  influence  of  a  discriminatingpublic,  wherever 
he  may  go.  In  both  of  these  gentlemen,  the  government  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly fortunate. 


Aleppo  Bi/tio?i. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson,  a  missionary  residing  in 
Syria,  has  transmitted  to  this  country,  through  the  Missionary  Herald  of 
the  present  month,  an  account  of  a  singular  disease  well  known  in  that 
country,  which  we  do  not  recollect  of  having  met  with  in  any  other  pub- 
lication. Mr.  Thomson  premises  by  remarking  that  Aleppo  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a  healthful  residence.  The  air  is  cold  in  winter,  and  occa- 
sionally quite  frosty.  Neither  lemons  nor  oranges  succeed  there,  on  ac- 
count of  the  severity  of  the  weather.  Ice  sometimes  forms  several  inches 
in  thickness.  In  summer  the  heat  occasionally  rises  to  105  decrees  of 
Fah.  but  is  usually  followed  by  a  delightful  evening  breeze.  The  climate 
is  regarded  far  superior  in  Aleppo  to  that  in   Beyroot. 

A  singular  disease  known  to  the  foreign  residents,  as  well  as  natives, 
greatly  to  be  feared,  is  called  the  Aleppo  button.  It  seems  almost  peculiar 
to  that  place  ;  indeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  it  has  ever  been  developed 
in  any  other  place  in  all  Syria.  Both  the  nursing  babe  and  the  aged  are 
alike  the  subjects  of  the  malady.  Although  it  may  exist  on  any  part  of 
the  body,  the  hands  and  face  are  commonly  the  seat  of  its  development. 
Persons  residing  there,  soon  have  the  button — the  natives  rarely  ever  es- 
cape, although  instances  occur  where  the  indiviJual  escapes  its  attack  until 
many  years  after  strangers  have  returned  to  their  distant  homes  in  other 
countries.  Another  singular  fact  about  the  Aleppo  button,  is  the  well-estab- 
lished one,  that  jusi  one  year  is  required  to  run  its  course — it  is  six  months  in 
coming  and  six  more  in  fairly  going  off — and  that  with  surprising  regula- 
rity. Medical  treatment  seUlom  does  any  good,  and  it  may  do  much  injury. 
Another  queer  law  regulating  the  Aleppo  button  is  this,  viz.  :  there  is 
both  a  male  and  a  female  button.  The  male  button  is  recognized  by  one 
scab,  not  very  painful.  On  the  contrary,  the  female  button  produces  many 
sores  or  ulcers.  By  inoculation  it  is  thought  possible  to  produce  either 
— the  experiment  having  been  repeatedly  tried  by  one  of  the  Pasha's  doc- 
tors. If  this  should  be  subsequently  verified,  since  all  going  into  the  city 
must  sooner  or  later  have  the  button,  they  may  fix  upon  any  locality  on 
their  own  bodies  which  will  incommode  them  the  least.  Some  pretty 
faces  have  been  sadly  scarred  by  its  painful  inroads.  Neither  the  cause 
or  a  certain  and  speedy  mode  of  stopping  the  progress  are  known,  yet  it 
is  believed  by  intelligent  persons  that  some  singular  chemical  condition  of 
the  water  has  an  agency  in  the  matter.  However,  at  Antab,  says  Mr. 
Thomson,  and  at  Bagdad,  there  is  recognized  a  similar  disease,  varying 
perhaps  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  suffering  patient. 


Collins's  Midivifery. — Perhaps  we  are  blameable  for  not  having  spoken 
of  the  rc-publicaiioii,  in  a  distinct  form,  of  Collins's  Midwifery,  making 
the  eleventh  volume  of  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  published  by 
order  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  for  the  use  of  its  fellows. 
Although  liberally  distributed,  we  are  informed  by  the  publisher,  Mr. 
Ticknor,  that  he  can  accommodate  medical  gentleman  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  Association,  with  copies.     Like  every  specimen  of  printing  from 
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the  press  of  Mr.  T,  R.  Marvin,  24  Congress  street,  it  is  very  neatly  exe- 
cuted. It  is  a  large-sized  octavo  of  320  pages,  compactly  arranged.  Were 
not  the  character  of  this  work  generally  known,  a  more  minute  description 
of  it  would  have  been  jriven. 


Operatio7i  for  the  Cure  of  Stammering. — A  novel  operation  was  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Schmidt,  of  Warren  street,  N.  Y.,  early  last  week.  It  con- 
sisted in  dividing  the  genio  hyo-glossus  muscle  of  a  young  man,  who  for 
eight  years  has  been  afflicted  with  stammering.  No  one  has  ever  before 
attempted  to  give  surgical  aid  of  this  kind,  in  America;  and  it  remains 
to  be  proved  whether  any  good  will  result  from  it.  Dr.  Mott  honored  the 
operator  with  his  presei\ce. 


Health  in  Africa. — When  the  Brig  Emily  left  Sierra  Leone,  May  11th, 
it  was  exceedingly  sickly  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Many  deaths  had 
occurred,  and  amongst  the  number,  the  Governor-general,  Sir  John  Jere- 
mie,  who  had  been  but  a  short  time  in  Africa.  It  is  almost  impossible  for 
white  men  of  full,  plethoric  habit,  to  live  through  what  is  called  a  sickly 
season  in  that  climate.  Thin,  spare  people,  of  temperate  habits,  and  not 
easily  excited,  resist  all  the  bad  atmospheric  influences,  it  is  thought,  much 
longer  than  any  other  class  of  persons. 


Extraction  of  a  Prune-stone  lohkh  had  remained  eleven  days  in  the  Air- 
passages.  By  M.  Bonnet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at  Lyons. — The 
symptoms  in  this  case  were  convulsive  cough,  \\\\.\\  complete  remissions. 
The  cough  increased  in  severity  and  continuance  ;  and  eleven  days  after 
the  accident  death  appeared  so  imminent  that  the  parents  objected  to  an 
operation  as  useless.  The  chest  was  clear  on  percussion,  but  there  was 
such  an  absence  of  the  respiratory  murmur  as  could  only  be  attributed  to 
some  mechanical  obstacle  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lung.  The 
signs  of  elevation  and  depression  of  the  foreign  body  could  not  be  recog- 
nized. The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed  in  the  usual  man- 
ner;  but  six  ligatures  had  to  be  applied  to  vessels  of  the  thyroid  gland. 
The  stone  was  removed  by  forceps,  and  complete  recovery  followed.  The 
child  was  eleven  years  of  age. — Bulletin  Generate  de  Therapeutipzce. — 
Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 


Fibres  in  the  Walls  of  the  Gall-bladder.  By  M.  Barth. — ]\L  Barth 
has  presented  to  the  Anatomical  Society  of  Paris,  a  dilated  gall-bladder» 
the  walls  of  which  ofTered  very  apparent  fibres,  interlaced,  and  having  a 
great  resemblance  to  muscular  fibres. — L'E.vperienc.e. — Ibid. 

Married, — In  West  Feliciana,  La.,  Dr.  J.  L.  Donellan,  to  Miss  C.  C.  Sargeant- 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  26,  24. — Males,  13  ;  Females,  11.     Stillborn,  3. 
Of  consumption,  7 — disease  of  tlie  hip-joint,  1 — scarlet  fever,    1 — enlarirement  of   the  heart,  1 — 
measles,  3 — throat  distemper,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — diarrhcea,  1 
— infantile,  3— smallpox,  2— accidental,  1. 


MASSACHUSKTTS    MEDICAL   POCIKTY. 

Censors' Meeting. —There  will  be  a  stated  meetina  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  Society 
at  large,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  John  Jeffries,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  28lh  of 
July,1841,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.  Je  30— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Secretary. 
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NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  iu  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  August  next, 
and  continue  three  mouths. 

1)1X1  Crosdv,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Enwvnn    E.  Phelps,  M.l).,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Medical 
Botany. 

Oliver  P.  Hubb\kd,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Joseph  Roby,  M.I).,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.D.,  Lecturer  oii  Anatomy  and  Ph>siology. 

Evpenses  for  the  course  of  led ures,  .$.50,00.  Graduating,  $18.  Matriculating,  $3,00.  Board  may 
be  had  at  $  !,.3.'i  to  $2,00  per  week,  and  ahundant  facilities  for  those  who  may  wish  to  hoard  themselves. 
The  fees  must  be  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  or  notes  given  with  satisfactory  security.  All 
operations  liel'oie  the  medical  class  are  performed  gratis.  Bv  order  of  the  Facultv, 

Uarlmoulh  Collts^e,  Hanover,  June  15,  1841.        Je  23— tA7  OLIVER  P.  HUBBARU,  Sec^y. 

UNIVERSITY   OF   THE  STATE   OF   NEW   YORK, 

COM.F.Gl:    OK    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGF.ONS    1  iV    THF.    CITY    OF     N  F.  W    YOUK. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  for  the  session  of  1841  and  42  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1841,  and  continue  until  the  first  of  March,  1842. 

J.  AuGii-sTiNE  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology. 

Alex.  H.  Stevens,  M.l).,  Emeritus  Proi:  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  M  vther  Smith,  M.I).,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

John  B.  BecIv,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrev,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Robert  Wvtts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Special  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

WiLURD  Parker,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of   Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Gilman,M.U.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

James  (iuACKENBoss,  M.l).,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Matriculation  fee,  .$5.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $108.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $2.5.  Good  board  may  be  procured  in  this  city  for  from  $2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B. — K  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday.  This  course  will  be  free  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  be  opened  for  the  season  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

New  Vork-^J^tfiJune,  1811.  Je23— eptf 

BERKSHIRE    MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  the  first  Thursday,  5th  of  August,  1841,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks.  Fee  for  the  whole  couise  of  lectures,  $50;  fee  f\ir  those  who  have  attended  two 
courses  at  any  respeclable  medical  school,  $10;  graduation  fee,  $18;  library  fee  according  to  the 
numlii-r  of  books  taken.     Board,  from  $1,50  to  $2,00. 

Tlieor\  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        -        -      IT.  H.  Childs,  D.D. 

Prijiciples  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by         -         -  -        Franiv  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Phvsioloffv,  by        ...  -  .         .    James  McClintock,  M.D. 

General  and  Si)ecial  Pathology,  by  -         -  -  -         Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by    -        -        -  -  -      M.  A.  Lee,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by     -         -  Chester  Dewev,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatom\ ,        .        .        .        .  .  .  C.  C.  Chaffee,  M.D. 

Pittsfield,  l^Iass.,  Mai/,  184l".  Je  9— tL  PARKER  HALL,  Secretary. 

DR.   J.    J.   MOORMAN, 

RF.SinF.NT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 

May  be  consulted  bv  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety   of  usins  the  Jf^/iite  Sulphur  Water,  in 
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DR.  COMSTOCK  ON  THE   PATHOLOGY   OF  FEVER.— ESSAY  III. 

The  cause  of  the  chill,  when  there  is  a  chill,  and  the  cause  of  re-action, 
when  there  is  re-action,  in  fevers,  have  been  esteemed  two  of  the  most 
difficult  symptoms  to  account  for.  Dr.  Cullen  selected  as  an  archetype 
to  his  system,  intermittent  fever,  which  always  has  a  chilly  fit.  But  other 
fevers,  even  if  they  thus  begin,  have  not  the  apyrexia  of  intermittents — 
they  are  not  under  the  control  of  bark  as  a  specific,  nor  relapse  fronri 
an  active  cathartic,  taken  in  their  decline.  And  besides,  this  is  not  liable 
to  be  produced  by  the  same  cause.  But  more  than  all  these,  there  is  nq 
other  class,  nor  no  other  case,  of  febrile  afiection,  that  is  subjected  to  the 
reiterated  and  periodical  chills  of  an  intermittent.  The  morbidly  di- 
minished action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is  shown  by  repeated  chilly  fits, 
whilst  in  other  fevers  it  is  manifested  by  other  phenomena,  varying  accord- 
ing to  their  diflerent  types.  But  the  grand  query  is,  whether  a  chilly  fit 
can  be  the  cause  of  all  the  various  and  multifarious  phenomena  of  yellow 
fever,  spotted  fever,  and  other  continued  fevers,  as  Dr.  Cullen  makes  it 
of  intermittent  fever?  We  think  the  nays  loould  have  it,  if  this  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  any  body  of  physicians  in  this  or  any  other 
country. 

By  implicitly  adhering  to  those  who  have  stood  high  in  their  popularity, 
we  are  apt  to  forget  that  they  were  mortals.  We  neglect  to  question, 
to  investigate,  to  doubt,  or  to  make  experiments,  because  we  set  down  our 
prototype  as  not  liable  to  error.  We  dare  not  announce  what  great  men 
have  denounced,  although  nature,  facts,  and  principles,  abundandy  and 
absolutely  contradict  them.  Art,  and  influence,  and  authority,  should  be 
laid  aside,  when  nature  speaks  and  decides  in  opposition.  Perfect  purity 
of  principle  does  not  insure  perfection  in  practice,  or  doctrine,  or  precept. 
There  are  many  striking  exceptions  to  the  general  law  of  the  animal 
economy,  so  ably  defended  by  Bichat,  that  diseased  action  is  restrained 
from  passing  to  parts  contiguous,  if  their  structure  is  dissimilar.  It  is  a 
law,  however,  more  striking  in  its  exemplifications  than  in  its  exceptions. 
As  when,  for  example,  the  peritoneum  is  inflamed,  that  portion  of  it  that 
immediately  invests  the  intestines,  the  inflammation  does  not  extend  to 
the  mucous  membranes  of  the  latter.  And  again,  that  when  the  latter 
are  inflamed  in  dysentery,  the  diseased  action  does  not  reach  the  former. 
Still,  there  are  no  two  parts  more  dissimilar  in  structure  than  the  stomach 
and  brain,  and  yet  their  sympathies  are  most  striking  of  all,  except  those 
of  the  stomach  and  skin.  Nausea  causes  paleness,  and  vomiting  perspira- 
22 
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tlon.  Chilliness  succeeds  eating — puking,  tobacco  applied  to  the  scalp. 
Dover's  powders  and  pulv.  antirnonialis  taken  into  the  stomach  open  the 
pores  even  to  sweating.  Such  are  a  few  of  the  consentaneous  accordan- 
ces between  the  stomach  and  skin.  A  blow  on  the  head  causes  vomiting; 
and  afoul  stomach,  headache — showing  the  sympathy  of  these  parts. 

The  chilly  fit  in  interrnittents  is  then  owing  to  debility,  and  nervous  irri- 
tability, of  the  stomach,  which,  hke  other  nervous  affections,  returns  periodi- 
cally, and  manifests  its  return  by  a  chilly  fit.  The  ague  at  the  commence- 
ment of  continued  fevers,  also  proceeds  from  the  stomach,  but  in  addition  to 
debility  there  is  irritability,  bile,  mucus,  acidity,  or  some  peculiarly  offensive 
material,  in  its  cavity.*  Hence  an  intenuittent  sometimes  becomes  a  malig- 
nant continued  fever,  which  being  broken  up  by  free  alvine  evacuations, 
the  intermittent  has  returned,  and  been  cured  by  bark.  A  morbid  or 
vitiated  state  of  the  liver  is  to  be  suspected  in  most  fevers.  Yet  it  is  through 
the  medium  of  the  stomach  and  first  passages  that  its  mischief  is  mostly 
manifested.  Re-action  is  a  symptom  abstruse  and  involved  in  considera- 
ble mystery;  it  being  hard  to  conceive  why  too  little  action  should  cause 
that  which  is  too  great.  Yet  no  point  in  the  pathology  of  fever  is  belter 
established  both  by  observation  and  by  the  pages  of  the  most  eminent 
writers.  We  see  this  re-action  not  only  in  fevers,  but  are  often  astonished 
at  its  phenomena  in  nervous  diseases.  \Vn)en,  for  example,  a  female  of 
rather  delicate  constitution  has  from  bad  news,  or  some  other  cause  of 
mental  depression,  lain  for  twelve  hours  in  a  torpid  state,  when  suddenly 
such  frightful  convulsions  would  ensue  that  five  strong  men  could  scarce 
keep  her  in  bed.  In  the  spotted  fever  of  Mexico,  we  are  assured,  that 
"  A  taciturn  delirium  was  a  sure  sign  that  the  patient  would  run  away 
from  his  home  and  bed." 

By  febrile  re-action  is  understood  a  great  increase  of  the  action  of  the 
heart  and  arteries  succeeding  a  chilly  fit  or  state  of  muscular  and  arterial 
debility.  As  blood  is  the  natural  stimulant  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  it  is 
then  reasonable  to  infer  that  it  leaves  the  extremities  and  surface  in  the 
cold  fit,  and  accumulates  about  the  heart,  and  in  the  larger  trunks  of  the 
arteries,  which  are  then  inordinately  excited,  and  that  state  produced 
called  re-action.  From  the  like  accumulation  in  the  lungs  we  are  to  ac^ 
count  for  difficult  respiration.  This  in  some  instances  of  the  winter 
epidemic,  as  well  as  anlielation,  was  a  prominent  symptom.  Dr.  Hayns- 
worth,  of  South  Carolina,  speaks  of  the  breathing  of  some  of  his  patients 
as  resembling  exactly  the  "  panting  of  a  mastiff  after  a  long  chase." 
He  had  known  the  disease  terminate  in  death  in  eight  hours.  Petechiae, 
or  some  kind  of  eruption  on  the  skin,  with  him  was  common  to  all  its 
various  forms. 

A  morbid  depression,  a  morbid  diminution  of  the  powers  of  life, 
whether  in  the  respiratory,  sanguiferous,  or  nervous  system,  is  followed  in 
each  by  a  morbid  excitement.  Provided,  however,  which  is  sometimes 
but  too  true,  that  the  depressing  agents  are  not  so  potent  as  to  prostrate 
the  powers  of  life  below  re-action.     There  is  a  stage  when  extreme  dc- 

♦  It  is  said  by  Mnntaniin,  that  in  the  spotted    fever  of  Mexico   the   chills  were  "  iinexceptionably 
attended  with  puking."    Such  iilso  is  the  case  in  iiUfcrmittontB,  when  the  chill  is  long  continued  and 
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pfession  is  rallying  and  approachino;  towards  too  great  action,  in  which 
llie  system  lias  a  trnco — wliea  the  pulse,  hreathinii;,  and  nervous  energy, 
arrive  at  the  meridian  of  health,  on  liieir  way  from  prostration  to  over-ac- 
lion.  It  is  at  this  point  that  the  friends  of  the  sick  lose  their  anxiety  and 
often  improperly  indulge  the  patient.  And  even  tlie  practitioner  is  liable 
to  be  deceived  unless  he  be  wary  and  experienced. 

But  after  all,  is  there  not  another  patiiology  of  over-action  ?  It  is  a 
law  of  the  animal  economy,  when  any  heterogeneous  substance  offends  the 
human  system,  that  an  action  is  produced  to  expel  the  offender.  As 
tears,  to  wash  dust  from  the  eye;  suppuration,  to  expel  a  thorn  from  the 
flesh  ;  vomiting,  to  throw  an  emetic  from  the  stomach  ;  and  coughing,  to 
raise  even  a  single  drop  of  pure  water  from  the  bronchia.  All  which  are 
unhealthy  movements,  but  calculated  by  their  ultiujate  effects  to  restore 
health.  And  what  is  a  salivation  but  a  similar  process  of  the  salivary 
glands  to  rid  the  svstem  of  mercury,  which  is  a  foreign  and  unfrierii/ 
substance  ? — no  metal  but  iron  being  naturally  friendly  to  the  huirian  fluids. 
Still,  that  mercury  has  a  remotely  pernicious  effect  upon  man,  so  as  to 
shorten  life,  as  has  been  maintained,  is  a  most  unfounded  error.  And  one 
case  occurs  to  my  recollection  directly  in  point.  Lieut.  Gov.  B.  was 
formerly  my  patient  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  hypochondriacal, 
and,  like  all  others  of  his  class,  had  all  sorts  of  imaginary  disorders,  which 
he  attributed  to  some  other  practitioner  having  many  years  before  given 
him  mercury.     Yet  the  good  old  gentleman  lived  to  the  age  of  96  ! 

There  cannot  remain  the  least  doubt  that  the  cause  of  febrile  commo- 
tion has  its  seat  in  the  stomach.  If  that  cause  be  contagion,  or  infection, 
it  is  swallowed  with  the  saliva.  If  it  be  marsh  miasm,  putrescent  efflu- 
via, vapor  of  bilge  water,  confined  air,  fomites,  or  exhalations  from  the 
soil,  and  affecting  the  smell,  and  received  by  the  lungs,  the  stomach,  be- 
fore fever  ensues,  is  secondarily  affected.  If  it  be  putrid,  acrid,  or  su- 
perabundant bile,  it  finds  a  ready  access  to  the  stomach,  as  no  valves  en- 
tirely obstruct.  Hence  Drs.  Stahl  and  Boerhaave  called  the  vena  portce, 
the  porta  malarum. 

From  all  these  causes,  affecting,  as  they  do,  the  stomach,  the  use  of 
emetics  in  the  treatment  of  fevers  is  to  be  inferred  ;  and  which  is  most 
.cogently  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  those  practitioners  have  had  the  best 
success  in  common  fevers,  and  even  in  yellow  fever,  who  have  freely  re- 
sorted to  their  use.  The  VVest-lndia  practice  of  their  omission  is  theo- 
retical, and  has  been  imitated  with  disastrous  consequences.  They  pre- 
pare the  first  passages  for  calomel,  opium,  capsicum,  bark,  quinine,  diffu- 
sible stimulants,  febrifuges,  food,  or  whatever  may  be  be  indicated.  They, 
and  the  fact  is  very  remarkable  indeed,  have  never  anywhere,  or  at  any 
time,  been  generally  unpopular;  which  cannot  be  said  of  opium,  alcohol, 
bark,  bleeding,  or  medicines  causing  salivation  in  fevers.  All  these  have 
divided  practitioners  into  parties,  and  with  a  considerable  majority  of  the 
community  have  ever  been  unpopular. 

In  a  former  essay  we  adverted  to  a  majority  of  febrile  cases  in  this 
country  as  having  no  chilly  fit.  We  have  since  noticed  that  Prof.  Hosack 
alludes  to  this  unfrequency  in  yellow  fever,  as  one  of  the  marks  of  dis- 
tinction between  it  ard  bilio'js  re.T^it tents.     Dr.  Chsrles  Drake,  also,  m 
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the  yellow  fever  at  N.  York  in  1819,  says,  speaking  of  chills,  "some- 
times this  last  symptom  was  entirely  wanting."*  In  such  cases  the 
nerves  of  the  stomach  do  not  respond  to  the  morbid  stimulus,  but  their 
energy  is  overwhelmed  by  the  potency  of  the  offending  matter.  And 
emetics  are  more  peremptorily  called  for  than  when  the  nervous  powers 
are  less  paralyzed,  and  nature  helps  itself  by  spontaneous  vomiting.  Yet 
when  this  occurred,  it  did  not  prevent  Dr.  Yates  from  giving  repeated 
emetics,  in  the  yellow  fever,  and  who  cured  fifteen  out  of  seventeen  of 
his  patients.f  We  consider  calomel  and  tartarized  antimony  in  the  first 
instance,  and  calomel  and  opium  in  the  second,  as  the  most  successful 
mode  of  combating  this  Sampson  of  diseases.  Yet,  ten  to  one  more 
pages  have  been  written  upon  its  being  contagious  or  non-contagious,  than 
upon  its  treatment.  And  still  the  matter  is  left  undecided — so  many 
great  names  standing  in  total  opposition  to  each  other  as  to  neutralize  the 
evidence,  and  to  leave  the  question  open  to  future  investigation — whether 
it  is  or  is  not  imported,  or  of  domestic  origin,  and  communicable  from 
the  sick  to  the  well  ?  We  have  sometimes  thought  that  doctrinal  points 
respecting  mortal  epidemics  were  more  easily  and  rationally  likely  to  be 
settled  when  they  did  not  prevail  than  when  they  did,  as  there  is  less  ex-- 
citement,  more  calmness  and  time  to  mature  the  judgment  and  take 
an  extensive  retrospective  survey. 

As  we  have  mentioned  emetics,  let  the  following  quotation  respecting 
the  matters  spontaneously  ejected  from  the  stomach  in  the  yellow  fever  in 
1793,  at  Philadelphia,  be  for  a  moment  considered.  "  The  matter  ejected 
was  variable  ;  sometimes  whitish  and  very  acid,  setting  the  teeth  on  edge  ; 
sometimes  pure  bile,  and  at  others  black  and  glareous,  resembling  ink- 
grounds,  emitting  an  hepatic  odor,  and  so  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  throat, 
tongue  and  lips. "J  Of  all  the  terrible  sufferings  endured  by  those  who 
suffered  that  cruel  epidemic,  there  is  no  one  which  has  ever  struck  the 
commiserating  cords  of  our  own  heart  with  such  force  as  that  described  in 
these  few  lines.  That  the  mouth,  tongue  and  lips  should  be  denuded  by 
the  liquid  fire  of  the  stomach,  is  a  horrid  thought.  Now  that  emetics,  to 
cast  up  those  morbid  materials  before  they  acquired  this  acrimony;  and 
mercurials,  to  bring  the  liver  to  more  healthy  action,  might  have  prevent-^ 
ed  much  distress,  is  to  me  self-evident.  But  under  the  head  of  treatment 
Dr.  Dewees  mentions  neither. 

Dr.  Hanie,  of  Louisiana,  in  his  Ohscrvations  on  Mercury  as  a  remedy 
for  Fevers  of  tropical  climates,  mentions,  among  other  cases,  that  of  Dr., 
Smith,  from  Virginia,  who  had  settled  in  the  village  of  St.  Francisville, 
La.,  and  was  seized  with  the  fever  of  the  climate — with  such  symptoms 
as  delirium,  small  pulse,  yellowness  of  the  skin,  cool  extremities,  dark- 
colored  tongue,"  sic.  he.  Dr.  Smidi  had  previously  taken  calomel  in 
doses  of  two  or  three  grains  ;  but  getting  much  worse,  Dr.  Hanie  gave 
him  calomel  in  doses  of  a  ieaspoonful  "  nearly  ev^ery  hour,"  deeming  his 
former  doses  entirely  inadequate  to   meet  the  exigencies  of  his  alarming 

*  In  his  letter  to  the  Recorder  of  Sept   6,  1819. 

t  Sec  his  oliservatioiis  resiiecting  yellow  fever  in  1822,  read  before  the  N.  V.  S.  Medical  Society. 
Med.  Reports  of  .182.'!. 

J  Sic  llie  treatise  ol  Dr.  Dewecf,  who  practised  in  that  city  at  the  time, and  is  thought  to  have  givep 
one  of  the  mosi  jniniite  and  lucid  accounts  of  it  e.xisting. 
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situation.  Doses  of  equal  or  greater  magnitude  were  continued  for  three 
days.  The  third  day  his  yellowness  began  to  diminish,  and  on  the  fourth 
'day  his  skin  became  nearly  natural  ;  upon  which  day  he  had  signs  of 
salivation.  On  the  sixth  day  ptyalistn  had  commenced,  and  no  more 
<Calomel  was  given.  His  stools,  from  having  been  black,  became  lighter 
-colored  on  the  fourth  day,  and  soon  gained  their  natural  color.  After  the 
sixth  day  nothing  remained  to  be  cured  but  debility  and  a  sore  mouth. 
And  as  to  the  latter,  we  are  told,  that  although  the  doctor  had  taken  upwards 
of  1000  grains  of  calomel  in  four  days!  it  was  not  more  sore  than  that 
of  others  who  had  taken  only  20  or  30  grains  in  two  or  three  weeks.* 
Calomel  was  considered  by  Dr.  Hanie  a  diffusible  stimulant,  and  more  to 
be  depended  on  as  such  than  any  other  medicine  whatever.  ]5ut  to  assist 
its  stimulant  propeilies  its  exhibition  was  accompanied  with  such  adjuvants 
'as  oil  of  amber,  oil  of  cinnamon,  brandy  and  water,  and  rum,  given  freely, 
•and  "  a  teaciipful  of  rich  soup  every  hour  or  two." 

It  would  seem  that  the  French  principles  of  the  universality  of  sthenic 
inflammation,  and  contra-stimulus,  have  not  annihilated  every  germ  of 
Brown's  system  from  the  world  quite  so  speedily  as  they  expected. 

We  have  never  had  any  experience  ourselves  of  pushing  calomel,  or 
any  other  mercurial,  to  such  an  extent,  or  anywhere  near  it,  as  Dr.  Hanie's 
practice  portrays.  We  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  immense  quanti- 
ties of  wine,  and  other  exhilarants,  supporters  and  stimulants,  to  save  the 
lives  of  patients  in  the  low  stages  of  typhus.  But  as  a  general  result,  we 
have  found  more  diseases  from  the  excess  of  stimulus  than  from  its  defi- 
ciency. And  after  all,  the  new  French  school  is  not  so  distant  from 
Brown's  doctrines  as  many  suppose,  or  as  they  themselves  would  teach. 
As  respects  inflammation,  Dr.  Brown  held  that  it  might  partake,  or  wholly 
consist,  of  defect  of  stimulus,  and  consequently  be  an  asthenic  disease. 
The  French  say  that  every  inflammation  is  of  the  sthenic  diathesis. 
But  then  all  diseases  whatever  are  included.  So  that  is  rather  the  Tcind 
of  inflammation,  than  inflammation  itself,  that  divides  the  parties.  We 
disagree  with  both,  and  believe  that  some  diseases  are  inflammatory,  and 
others  void  in  any  degree  of  that  nature. 

One  of  the  strongest  supports  of  Dr.  Brown^s  iheoiy  of  asthenic  in- 
flammation, perhaps  occurred  in  the  United  States.  It  was  in  that  epi- 
demic so  ably  described  by  Dr.  Stearns,  and  others,  under  the  name  of 
pneumonia  typhoides.  But  we  know  of  nothing  that  has  occurred  in 
the  medical  world  to  prove  the  position  that  every  kind  of  medicine  what- 
ever is  a  stimuJant ;  for  if  so,  dulcified  spirits  of  nitre,  cream  of  tartar, 
nitrate  of  potash,  and  even  balm  tea,  ought  to  be  withheld  in  fevers  of 
'high  inflammatory  diathesis,  because  such  require  no  stimulants  whatever. 
And  even  bleeding  and  the  warm  bath  must  be  excluded.  But  nothing 
of  this  kind  would  be  admitted  any  further  than  in  theory  ;  for  practically, 
every  kind  of  stimulant  may  be  used,  because  inflammation  is  said  to  be 
asthenic.  We  dissent  from  this  and  the  French  doctrines  upon  practical 
grounds,  and  from  the  practice  upon  doctrinal  grounds.  There  are  dis- 
eases purely  and  decidedly  inflammatory,  and  there  are  others  entirely 
typhoid,  and  void  of  any  sthenic  or  asthenic   symptoms  of  the  inflamma- 

*  See  N.  Y.  Medical  Repository  for  May  1,  1813,  Art.  1. 
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tory  kind.  In  the  former  we  have  had  a  patient  in  pleurisy,  who  required 
eight  copious  bleedini;s  ;  and  in  the  latter,  in  a  case  of  low  typlius  I'e.ver, 
we  had  a  girl  in  her  13th  year,  who  required,  and  who  took,  a  whole 
quart  of  wine,  and  a  quart  of  brandy,  lacking  a  gill,  both  in  the  same 
twenty-four  hours,  and  both  patients  entirely  recovered  perfect  health. 

The  fascinating  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  fever  will  certainly  fail  when 
tested  by  unity  of  treatment.  Vinous  liquors,  in  low  sinking  tyi)hus, 
are  preferable  to  opium,  as  they  do  not  constipate.  They  are  preferable 
to  bark,  as  they  do  not  cause  scrlcture.  Tliey  support  the  depressed 
and  discouraged  by  their  stimulus  ;  and  if  diluted  and  given  warm,  they 
promote  perspiration.  Carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  wine  whey,  is  the 
most  appropriate  remedy  known — the  most  excellent,  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable, when  only  a  moderate  stimulant  is  required.  I  have,  however, 
known  a  case  of  typhus  fever  in  which  there  was  too  much  heat  for  eveii 
this.  At  the  same  time  there  was  too  much  debility  for  any  evacuantj 
and  too  much  irritability  of  the  stomach  for  the  liberal  use  of  febrifuges. 
In  such  instances  the  practice  recommended  by  Hippocrates,  of  moistening 
bits  of  linen  Iq  cold  water  and  applying  them  to  the  skin,  is  almost  the 
only  indication  ;  and  a  similar  course  was  adopted  by  us  in  the  present 
case  with  success.  Yeast  is  useful  in  proportion  to  the  carbonic  acid  it 
contains  ;  and  is  one  of  those  remedial  agents  to  which  there  is  no  objec- 
tion in  hot  typhus,  nor  in  yellow  fever. 


CORRESPONDENCE   BETWEEN   M.  LOUIS   AND   DR.   BOWDITCH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Dr.  Bowditch  having  published  in  your  Journal  a  correspondence 
between  himself  and  M.  Louis,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  say  that  I 
shall  re-print  it,  and  connect  it  with  my  "  Co'i^-rientaries,"  with  the  fol- 
lowing prefatory  remarks.  I  should  prefer,  however,  the  original  to  the 
translation,  if  Dr.  Bowditch  will  supply  an  authentic  copy. 

New  York,  June  21,  1841.  Respectfully  yours, 

M.  Paine. 

That  the  foregoing  controversy  relative  to  my  Essay  on  the  Principal 
Writings  of  M.  Louis  may  not  be  incomplete,  anr'  that  every  justice  may 
hf'.  done  to  my  author,- 1  iliaii  add  the  following  correspondence  between 
Dr.  Bowditch  and  M.  Louis,  as  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  It  will  be  observed  tl)at  M.  Louis's  reply  affects  in  no 
respect  my  criticisms,  and  offers  no  justification  of  Dr.  Bovvditch's  false 
translation  of  his  author,  of  his  interpolation  of  words  wdiich  have  no  re- 
mote existence  in  the  original  French,  or  of  his  alteration  of  extracts  from 
my  "  Conmientaries  "  to  correspond  with  his  mutilation  of  the  French 
author. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Translator  and  of  the  Commentator  to  construe 
the  language  of  their  author  according  to  its  only  import,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  an  unknown  interpretation  which  M.  Louis  might  subsequently 
make  in  opposition  to  that  import.  It  was  natural  enough,  especially 
where  a  word  occurred  twice  in  the  same  paragraph,  to  suppose  that  the 
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ciuthor  understood  his  own  "  meaning,"  and  tliat  he  had  then  employed 
the  proper  word,  and  phraseoloi^y,  to  express  it.  It  was  also  Dr.  Bow- 
diich's  belief  that  he  liad  ''translated  truly  the  meaning  of  the  author  in 
every  respect."— fP/'c/flre  to  the  Translation.)  But  the  whole  of  this 
was  left  hypothetically  by  me,  both  in  my  "Commentaries"  (Vol.  2, 
pp.  665,  69J)  ;  and  in  my  "Reply"  to  Dr.  Bowditch  (Pamphlet,  ^. 
7—10;  Boston  Journal,' Oc-X.,  1840,  p.  189—19:2).  Nevertheless, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe,  from  what  1  have  repeatedly  quoted  of 
the  language  of  my  author,  that  he  had  the  actual  superintendence  of  the 
typhoid  patients,  and  I  allowed  this  construction  in  his  behalf  as  it  would 
have  imparted  a  value  to  those  cases  (as  stated  in  my  Reply),  but  of 
which  M.  Louis  has  now  divested  them.  (See  Reply  as  above.)  Still, 
however,  the  cases  are  virtually  adopted  by  M.  Louis  as  his  own,  and 
the  whole  treatment  is  fully  justilied  and  forms  an  important  part  of  the 
basis  of  his  pathological  and  therapeutical  generalizations.  (See  Comm. 
Vol.  2,  p.  685.)  If  this  be  not  conceded,  as  constantly  set  forth  by  M. 
Louis,  his  writings  would  be  utterly  worthless.  This  final  disposition  of 
the  question,  therefore,  imparts  a  new  force  to  all  my  objections  to  M. 
Louis's  writings,  though  1  do  not  profess  to  have  "  destroyed  "  them,  as 
"M.  Louis  does  M.  Chomel's  work  upon  Fevers."  Nor  have  I  imputed 
to  him,  as  he  perseveringly  does  (in  his  answer  to  a  few  simple  interroga 
tories)  to  the  w  hole  medical  profession,  "  a  total  absence  of  all  analysis 
of  facts  ;"  and  that,  " generally,  observations  were  made  with  very  little 
exactness,"  till  the  daivn  of  his  oivn  empire. 

Finally,  the  reader  is  supplied,  by  the  answer  to  the  interrogatories,  with 
a  new  justification  of  my  Essay,  and  of  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  written  ; 
and,  having  seen  no  reason  to  modify  its  import,  1  shall  re-print  a  sum- 
mary of  the  proof  which  1  have  adduced  relative  to  the  disposition  which 
my  author  had  made  of  the  labors  of  his  predecessors. 

"  What  we  have  hitherto  said,  may  seem  harsh  towards  one  so  venerated 
in  science,  and  so  encuiubered  by  laurels ;  whose  name  is  on  the  lips  of 
the  heathen,  as  it  is  a  household  word  throughout  the  Christian  land.  But, 
besides  the  obligations  imposed  by  humanity,  and  by  that  very  science  in 
which  he  towers  preeminent,  to  examine  with  fidelity  the  system  by  which 
a  monarch  in  letters  may  rule  the  destinies  of  his  subjects,  we  have  the 
example  of  our  author  himself,  of  rejecting,  with  the  severest  asperity,  not 
only  the  doctrines,  but  the  labors  of  the  past  and  present  ages.  But,  we 
know  no  difference  betwixt  the  '  authority,'  and  the  '  opinions,'  or  the 
'facts,'  of  the  living  and  the  dead  ;  though  he  who  values  worth  may  be 
most  disposed  to  raise  his  shield  wiien  the  '  mighty  dead  '  call  for 
protection. 

"Our  author  spares  no  predecessor,  personally,  or  by  indirection,  from 
Hippocrates  to  the  dawn  of  his  own  empire — few  of  his  cotemporaries — 
scarcely  posterity  ;  for  such  as  do  not  swear  allegiance  are  doomed  to  the 
guillotine.  Like  the  rich  man  in  Quintilian  (Declam.  13)  he  poisons  all 
the  flowers  in  the  garden,  that  the  neighboring  beesshall  get  no  more  honey 
from  them.  '  Every  word  he  speaks  is  satire  ;  nothing  fats  him  but  other 
mens'  ruins'.  It  is  all .'  tristia  de  bonis  alienis,  et  gaudium  de  adversis.' 
All  are  blotted,  as  it  were,  from   the  records  of  science.     It  is  said  by 
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Thucydldes,  that  men  are  more  angry  at  injustice,  than  when  compelled 
by  force ;  and  that  so  much  should  have  been  even  tolerated  by  authors 
who  are  constantly  employed  about  the  experience  of  the  past — whose 
labors  and  whose  fame  are  identified  with  that  experience ;  that  they 
should  have  encouraged  the  fatal  blow  which  is  thus  laid  at  the  very 
foundation  of  their  own  performances,  is  a  new  trait  in  human  nature. 
The  virgins  who  watched  in  the  Roman  temples  were  doomed  to  death,  if 
the  flames  of  their  altars  were  allowed  to  expire.  And  shall  they  who 
watch  at  the  altars  of  science  permit  their  desecration,  or  suffer  indigni- 
ties to  their  gods  to  pass  unavenged  ?" — (Medical  and  Physiological 
Comjnentaries,  Vol.  2,  p.  801.) 


DIABETES. 

FROM  A  KEVIEW    OF    DR.  PROUT's  NEW  WORK  ON    THE  STOMACH  AND  URINARY    DISEASES. 

Although  Dr.  Prout  is  unwilling  to  pronounce  diabetes  a  malarious  dis- 
ease, he  has  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  belief  that  almost  all  forms  of 
disease  connected  with  the  development  by  the  secondary  assimilating 
processes  of  oxalic,  lactic,  and  other  abnormal  acids,  are  more  frequently- 
excited  by  malarious  than  other  external  influences.  His  attention  was 
first  directed  to  this  point  by  seeing  in  quick  succession  several  well- 
marked  cases  of  oxalic-acid  diathesis  from  a  malarious  district.  The 
inference  drawn  from  this  circumstance  was  confirmed  by  the  occurrence 
of  the  appearances  characteristic  of  oxalic  instead  of  lithic  acid  in  persons 
affected  widi  indigestion  or  "  cold  "  after  the  cholera ;  a  disease  which 
our  author  believes  to  have  been  of  malarious  origin  from  certain  facts,  for 
which  we  must  refer  to  the  original.  Dr.  Prout  has  sometimes  imagined 
that  the  urine  has  not  completely  recovered  (1838)  its  former  condition 
since  the  occurrence  of  that  epidemic. — A  most  important  order  of  causes 
is  diet.  Under  this  head,  nothing  novel,  however,  is  communicated,  ex- 
cept a  diatribe  against  the  use  of  tobacco  in  every  form,  as  if  not  dis- 
tincdy  inducing  the  development  of  oxalic  acid,  at  least  that  "  of  some 
analogous  and  equally  poisonous  principle."  We  confess  we  cannot  con- 
sider Dr.  Prout's  reasoning  strong  here,  though  we  are  equal  haters  of  the 
weed  with  himself;  as,  however,  he  has  knoion  "inveterate  snufF-taking " 
lead  to  "  malignant  disease  of  the  stomach  and  liver,"  there  is  every 
excuse,  of  course,  for  his  warmth,  although  it  be  not  warranted  by  mathe- 
matical evidence. 

The  confusion  arising  from  the  application  of  the  word  diabetes  to  all 
affections  attended  with  considerable  discharge  of  urine  is  justly  animadvert- 
ed on  in  these  pages  ;  their  author  projioses  to  restrict  it  to  cases  in  which 
the  urine  is  saccharine.  The  increased  flow  of  urine  is  the  circumstance 
which  commonly  directs  the  patient's  attention  to  the  urinary  organs ; 
and,  as  Dr.  Prout  remarks,  "  a  saccharine  condition  of  the  urine  exists  iti 
gouty  and  dyspeptic  individuals  much  oftencr  than  is  supposed,  and  hun- 
dreds, who  arc  quite  unaware  of  it,  pass  many  years  of  their  lives  with 
this  symptom  more  or  less  constantly  present."  •  We  know  this  to  be  a 
ixici  asccrfained  by  other  close  observers  of  the  urinary  organs  also.      It 
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follows  from  this  that  the  physician  must  always  experience  much  difii- 
tulty  in  determining  the  period  of  origin  of  diabetic  attacks ;  Dr.  Prout, 
however,  conceives  that,  "  by  inquiring  minutely  as  to  the  period  when 
the  urine  was  last  observed  to  be  turbid,"  he  has  several  times  traced  at- 
tacks very  nearly  to  their  origin.  He  believes  it  probable  that,  at  the 
time  the  urine  becomes  clear,  after  such  turbidity,  in  patients  laboring 
under  diabetes,  its  saccharine  condition  may  be  considered  to  have  set  in, 
or,  at  least,  to  have  become  confirmed. 

Dr.  Prout  remarks,  "  Diabetes  very  frequently  (as  far  as  my  personal 
experience  goes,  ahvoys)  accompanies  carbuncles  and  malignant  boils  or 
abscesses  allied  to  carbuncles ;"  a  fict  mentioned  by  Cheselden  and 
others  of  the  older  writers.  These  cellular  inflammations,  however,  he  is 
not  quite  prepared  to  consider  as  causes  of  the  aflection  ;  and,  if  he  were 
permitted  to  draw  a  general  inference  from  his  own  observations,  he 
would  say  "  that  diabetes  usually  folloivs  cutaneous  affections,  and  ac- 
companies (perhaps  ^recerfes^  the  affections  of  the  cellular  tissue."  The 
subject  is  curious,  and  has,  at  least  in  an  allied  fomi,  engaged  the  recent 
attention  of  a  distiniinished  continental  surtieon. 

The  symptoms  of  the  affection  are  lucidly  described  :  novelty  is,  of 
course,  not  to  be  expected.  Tlie  absence  of  any  important  change  in 
the  kidneys  is  affirmed. 

Our  author  enters  very  fully  into  the  question  of  treatment,  com- 
mencing with  the  important  topic  of  diet.  Admitting  that  an  animal 
diet — as,  indeed,  follows  from  his  own  principles — ought  to  form  an 
essential  principle  in  the  treatment,  he  considers  a  certain  proportion  of 
farinaceous  matter  proper.  This  recommendation  is  founded  upon  the 
positions  already  stated,  that  the  assimilation  of  the  saccharine  principle 
is  one  of  the  last  functions  that  becomes  extinct  in  animals,  and  the 
inost  essential  for  the  continuation  of  their  existence.  This  may  be  very- 
true,  but  what  appears  to  us  much  more  important  is  the  experiment  of 
Mr.  McGregor,  proving  directly,  as  might  be  supposed  a  priori,  that 
the  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  the  stomach  is  much  reduced  under 
abstinence  from  vegetable  products.  However,  we  do  not  mean  to  con- 
test the  secondary  importance  of  Dr.  Front's  plan;  the  craving  after 
ferinaceous  matter,  such  as  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  it,  becomes  so 
irresistible  in  individuals  submitted  for  a  length  of  lime  to  purely  animal 
sustenance,  that  it  seems  flying  in  the  face  of  nature  to  withhold  it  alto- 
gether. Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  we  may  dearly  pay  for  yielding  to  these 
importunate  solicitations,  however  natural  they  may  appear :  long  since-, 
'Rollo  observed  that  a  few  mouthfuls  of  biscuit  re-induced  the  worst  symp^ 
toms  in  a  subject  whose  condition  had  been  materially  improved  by  the 
a-nimal  diet.  The  hint  thrown  out  by  Dr.  Willis,  of  mixing  perfectly  in- 
digestible vegetable  matter  with  strongly  nutritive  animal  diet,  founded 
on  the  well-known  fact  of  the  unfitness  of  very  concentrated  aliment  for 
the  sustenance  of  man,  seems  to  us  not  to  be  despised.  Every  crystal- 
lizable  variety  of  the  saccharine  principle  is  absolutely  inadmissible :  Dr. 
Prout  has  known  "  the  use  of  a  few  saccharine  pears  undo  in  a  few  hours 
all  that  he  had  been  laboring  for  months  to  accomplish." 

It  must  be  considered  matter  of  resret  that  Dr.  Piout  has,  throughout 
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his  volume,  neglected  to  notice  the  remarkable  announcement  of  Schwanrt 
and  Muller,  that  artificial  digestive  fluid,  though  it  perfectly  dissolves 
starch,  will  not  convert  this  principle  into  sugar  unless  saliva  he  added. 
Those  who  believe  that  the  gastric  error  in  diabetes  consists,  either  wholly 
or  in  part,  in  abnorinally  forming  sugar,  may  feasibly  make  trial  of  the 
effect  of  non-insalivation  of  the  food.  The  only  objection  to  this  seems 
the  difficulty  of  accomi)lisliing  it,  for  the  use  of  an  cesopliagus  tube  is  a 
sad  drawback  ;  and,  besides,  the  absence  of  saliva  might,  and  probably 
would,  entail  some  new  description  of  disorder.  The  suggestion,  which 
originated  with  and  displays  the  practical  shrewdness  of  Dr.  Willis,  never- 
theless, deserves  consideration. 

Dr.  Prout  continues,  by  enforcing  the  importance  of  moderation  in 
food.  He  states  that  he  has  found  more  relief  follow  the  temperate  use 
of,  and  more  support  given  by,  porter,  than  by  any  other  means  what- 
ever ;  he  reconnnends  fluids  to  be  taken  tepid.  He  has  no  confidence  in 
any  medicines  recommended  as  specifics ;  prescribes  venesection  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  others  have  found  it  beneficial,  or  leeches  to 
the  epigastrium,  if  there  be  tenderness  there ;  has  seen  no  permanent 
benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  purgatives  ;  regards  the  exhibition  of  dia- 
phoretics as  important,  but  does  not  lay  the  stress  upon  the  use  of  the 
vapor  bath,  which  well-ascertained  facts  warrant;  acknowledges  the 
value  of  opium  as  a  sedative,  but  deprives  it  of  the  shadow  of  a  claim  to 
be  regarded  as  capable  of  removing  the  saccharine  condition  of  the  urine, 
and  points  out  that  its  continued  use  has  the  effect,  in  the  end,  of  making 
patients  confirmed  opium-eaters ;  believes  a  combination  of  sedatives 
with  astringents  and  tonics  occasionally  useful,  and  is  disposed  to  think 
very  favorably  of  phosphate  of  iron  particularly,  as  the  representative 
of  one  class  of  these  medicines.  In  commenting  on  the  treatment  of  the 
complications  of  the  affection,  and  among  these  of  hepatic  disorders,  the 
learned  author  takes  occasion  to  add  very  materially  to  the  value  of  his 
volume,  by  introducing  some  admirable  strictures  upon  the  abuse  of  mer- 
fcury  in  such  treatment.  We  agree  to  the  fullest  point  in  the  spirit  of 
these  remarks,  and  only  regret  that  their  length  prevents  us  from  finding 
room  for  them  in  full.  The  following  short  extract  will  suffice  to  di- 
rect attention  to  them :  "  1  can  only  say  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
most  inveterate  and  dyspeptic  and  urinary  diseases  which  1  have  seen,  have 
been  distinctly  referable  to  the  use  of  mercury."  Well  may  the  physi- 
cian, who  has  had  experience  to  this  effect,  stigmatize  those  who,  "  to 
save  themselves  trouble,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  gain  the  doubtful  repu- 
tation of  being  decisive  and  quick  in  their  practice,  resort  to  mercury, 
without  due  regard  to  its  remote  consequences." — British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review. 


THREE  CASES  OF   POISONING   WITH  ARSENIC. 

BY    MICHAEL    FOSTER. 

E.  B.,  the  mother  of  five  children,  ast.  37,  had  been  in  a  desponding 
■State  -of  mind,  with  general  debility  of  the  system,  for  some  weeks.     On 
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the  26th  of  May,  1838,  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  her  residence,  a  dis- 
tance of  eioht  iiiiles.  I  arrived  about  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  found  that 
my  friend,  ^Ir.  Cvans,  of  St.  Neot's,  had  been  in  attendance  fur  near  an 
hour  and  a  half.  This  poor  woman  had  administered  arsenic  to  her  two 
children,  and  then  taken  it  herself.  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
quantity  ;  she  had  niixed  it,  for  herself  and  eldest  child,  in  the  yolk  of  an 
egg,  and  for  the  inlimt  in  pap.  From  the  evidence  of  the  servant  girl,  it 
appears  the  poison  must  have  been  taken  some  time  between  hall  past 
nine  and  eleven  o'clock,  A.  IM.  The  difference  of  the  effects  produced 
in  each  patient  was  remarkable,  and  requires  separate  consideration. 

Cask  1. — The  mother,  when  first  seen,  shortly  after  eleven  o'clock, 
was  sensible,  and  confessed  to  having  given  the  children  arsenic,  and  taken 
it  herself;  she  was  vomiting  violently,  and  complained  of  a  burning  sen- 
sation at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  there  was  constant  tenesmus,  with  de- 
jection of  mucous  stools  ;  pulse,  small  and  rapid  ;  violent  delirium  soon 
followed,  with  tetanic  convulsions,  requiring  the  utmost  exertions  of  four 
persons  to  hold  her  in  bed  ;  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye  became  intensely 
injected  ;  the  pupils,  from  being  minutely  contracted,  became  exceedingly 
dilated  ;  the  eyeballs  fixed  upwards;  the  mouth  drawn  in  all  directions, 
exhibiting  one  of  the  most  horrid  spectacles  imaginable.  This  slate  con- 
tinued for  some  minutes,  calmness  and  repose  follo.ved,  in  which  she  ex- 
pired, about  one  o'clock,  not  more  than  three  hours  and  a  half  after  having 
taken  the  poison. 

Post-mortem,  twenty-four  hours  after  Death.— \  regret  that  circum- 
stances would  not  allow  me  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  head  in  this 
or  in  either  of  the  other  cases.  The  stomach,  small  intestines,  and  blad- 
der, on  their  peritoneal  surface,  exhibited  much  inflammatory  vascularityi 
The  stomach  contained  a  pint  of  thin,  glairy  fluid,  of  a  yellowish  color; 
some  white  pow  der  (proved  to  be  arsenic)  was  seen  to  adhere  in  some 
places  to  the  villous  coat,  which  in  every  part  was  red  and  inflamed,  but 
not  nearly  so  much  as  in  the  children.  The  heart  was  healthy  ;  much  dark 
blood  on  the  right  side.  The  lungs  were  healthy  except  their  apices, 
which  were  studded  with  tubercles  in  the  first  stage,  and  where  there  were 
some  hard,  dark-colored  patches,  of  an  irregular  surface,  and  of  the  size 
of  a  sixpence,  similar  to  the  cicatrices  of  cured  tubercles,  as  mentioned  by 
Carswell,  Andral,  Louis,  Sic.  All  the  other  parts  examined  afforded  no 
evidence  of  disease. 

Case  H.— Elder  child  (girl),  aged  two  years  and  a  half,  when  first 
seen  was  in  a  comatose  staie^.  She  had  been  sick  and  convulsed,  and  had 
suffered  severe  pain  ;  but  now  there  was  complete  insensibility  ;  the  face 
was  swollen,  and  of  a  livid  hue;  the  pupils  dilated;  the  breathing  diffi- 
cult ;  the  extremities  cold.  She  was,  in  fact,  in  a  complete  state  of  nar^ 
cotism,  and  died  about  half  past  eleven,  not  more  (probably  less)  than 
two  hours  after  taking  the  dose. 

Post-mortem. — The  stomach  contained  three  or  four  ounces  of  fluid, 
with  some  particles  of  white  powder;  the  redness  of  the  villous  coal  was 
of  a  vermilion  hue,  much  more  so  than  in  Case  1.  ;  much  less  than  in  the 
infant.  Case  111.  The  other  appearances  were  similar  to  those  in  the 
mother. 
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Case  HI. — The  infant,  aged  five  months,  I  found,  about  three  houra 
after  swallowing  the  poison,  in  great  agony,  with  severe  bilious  vomitings, 
and  convulsions ;  the  extremities  Cold,  the  lower  ones  retracted  to  the  ab- 
domen, which  was  swollen  and  tense ;  the  countenance  pale,  and  pulse 
imperceptible.  The  usual  remedies  were  administered,  but  the  child 
gradually  sunk,  and  died  about  four  o'clock,  six  hours  and  a  half  after  taking 
the  arsenic. 

Post-mortem.— AW  appearances  the  same  as  in  the  foregoing  cases,  ex=- 
cept  that  the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  was  in  the  highest  state  of  in- 
flammation, and  in  the  greater  part  of  its  extent  the  redness  was  of  the 
brightest  scarlet  color  ;  in  patches  there  was  an  effusion  of  dark  blood ; 
no  ulceration  ;  no  thinning  of  the  coats. 

An  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  in  eich  case  afforded  th6 
usual  colors,  and  deposits  with  ammoniated  sulphate  of  copper,  and  am- 
moniated  nitrate  of  silver ;  and  arsenic  in  its  metallic  state  was  procured 
from  each  stomach. 

Remarks. — First,  the  very  early  period  at  which  death  took  place  is 
worthy  of  observation.  Dr.  Christison  (in  his  work  on  poisons,  p.  276, 
second  edition)  quotes  a  case  from  Pyl,  which  proved  fatal  in  three  hours, 
and  says,  "  this  is  the  shortest  case  of  poisoning  from  arsenic  which  1 
have  hitherto  found  in  authentic  records."  In  Case  II.,  that  of  the  little 
girl,  death  followed,  as  I  have  stated,  in  not  more  (probably  less)  than  two 
hours.  As  this  is  a  fact  of  some  importance-,  I  made  minute  and  careful 
inquiries.  The  child  died  at  half  past  eleven ;  the  husband  and  servant 
both  Stated  that  they  were  present  with  the  poor  woman  during  the  morn- 
ing until  half  past  nine  (they  breakfasted  with  her,  as  usual,  at  nine);  and 
during  that  time  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  her  to  have  taken  the  arsenic 
'without  their  knowledge.  At  half  past  nine  the  husband  left  to  go  into 
his  fields ;  the  servant  went  into  the  kitchen  ;  the  mother  almost  imme- 
"diately  proceeded  up-stairs  with  the  two  children,  and  there  remained 
until  they  were  discovered  in  the  state  above  mentioned.  The  supposi- 
f  tion  that  this  was  the  time  the  arsenic  was  taken,  is  further  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that'the  mother  earnestly  entreated  that  an  elder  child  might  stay  from 
school  that  morning,  she  having  intended,  as  she  staled  before  her  death, 
to  give  that  child  some  of  the  arsenic  as  well  as  the  other  children.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  mother  died  in  three  hours  and  a  half,  whilst  the  in- 
iant  lived  six  hours  and  a  half.  Did  the  mixture  of  the  arsenic  with  the 
milk  retard  its  action  in  the  latter  case  ? 

Second.  The  very  considerable  varietxj  of  symptoms  and  pathological 
appearances  in  each  case  : 

Case  I.  Mother.— -Intense  excitement  of  the  nervous  system,  with 
comparatively  slight  local  inflammation  of  the  stomach. 

Case  II.  Elder  child.— -Disturbed  action  of  the  heart  and  circulating 
system,  almost  amounting  to  narcotism,  with  a  greater  degree  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  stomach. 

Case  III.  Infant. — Very  gi-eat  and  violent  local  inflammation,  with 
slighter  'remote  symptoms. — Lancet. 
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BY  S.  D.  TOWNSEND,  M.D.,  SURGEON. 

Warty  Excrescences  of  the  Lip. — An  Irishman,  aged  61  years,  entered 
the  house  May  28.  About  a  year  and  a  half  since,  first  perceived  a 
small  white  speck  on  the  edge  of  lower  lip,  near  the  right  angle,  which 
he  disregarded  till  four  months  since,  when  it  had  increased  to  the  size  of 
a  small  pea.  There  was  no  pain  attending  it,  but  the  cuticle  frequently 
pealed  off,  leaving  a  raw  surface.  At  present  the  right  angle  of  lower 
lip  is  more  than  twice  the  natural  size,  with  ragged  and  unhealthy  ulcera- 
tions. Tumor  occupies  about  a  quarter  of  tlie  lip.  He  has  latterly 
visited  the  Hospital  as  an  out-patient  frequently,  and  has  had  the  carb. 
and  phosphat.  of  iron,  and  equal  parts  of  acetate  of  copper  and  powdered 
savin  leaf  applied  to  the  excrescence,  with  some  benefit. 

The  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  disease  was  performed  in  the 
following  manner :  A  stright  bistoury  was  passed  through  the  cheek  from 
within  outwards,  at  a  point  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  right  angle  of" 
the  mouth  and  a  little  below,  and  brought  out  at  the  angle  of  the  mouth  ; 
another  incision  was  then  commenced  at  the  bottom  of  the  first,  brought 
around  and  including  the  tumor  upward  to  the  edge  of  the  lip,  about  an 
inch  from  angle  of  mouth,  This  irregularity  in  the  incision  and  deviation 
from  the  usual  form  of  the  letter  V,  was  rendered  necessary  by  a  part  of 
the  disease  being  situated  external  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  There, 
was  but  little  bleeding  from  the  wound,  which  was  brought  together  by 
three  stitches  and  compresses,  wet  in  cold  water,  kept  constantly  applied 
to  it.  The  mouth  was  considerably  diminished  in  circumference  and 
misshapen  by  this  operation,  owing  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  disease,. 
Union  seemed  to  be  effected  until  the  fourth  day,  when  the  stitches  were 
removed,  and  a  separation  took  place  for  about  one  third  of  an  inch,. 
Some  hardness  about  the  wound  and  appearance  of  fungus  at  the  edge 
of  the  ununited  part  presented  itself,  which  disappeared  on  the  repeated 
application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  On  the  18th  day  he  was  discharged 
well,  with  a  mouth  well  shaped. 

The  second  case  is  a  seaman,  aged  70  years.  About  four  years  ago, 
he  first  perceived  a  small,  black,  indurated  spot  on  the  edge  of  the 
under  lip,  not  tender  to  the  touch.  The  cuticle  frequently  pealing  off,. 
left  a  raw,  bleeding  surface.  It  was  not  painful.  Latterly  it  began  to 
increase  gradually,  and  gave  him  considerable  inconvenience.  At  the  pe-. 
riod  of  his  admission  into  the  Hospital,  the  disease  covered  the  upper  part 
of  the  lower  lip,  and  a  hard,  irregular  tumor  extended  nearly  to  the  cor-. 
ners  of  the  mouth  on  each  side.  A  fortnight  previous,  a  fungous  growth 
appeared  in  the  centre,  which  was  treated  with  alum,  since  which  an 
ulcer  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long  has  appeared  on  the  edge  of  the  lip^ 
painful  on  exposure  to  the  air,  and  discharging  a  thin,  serous  fluid. 

The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Hayward*  in  the  following  man- 
ner: An  incision  in  the  form  of  the  letter  V  was  made  by  two  strokes  of 
the  scalpel,  obliquely  from  the  edge  of  the  lip  to  the  chin,  removing  a 

*  By  a  mutual  agreement,  such  a  distribution  is  made,  that  the  surgeon  in  attendanee  gives  an  op- 
portunity to  each  of  his  colleagues  to  operate  occasionally  throughout  the  year. 
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triangular  piece  upon  which  the  tumor  was  situated,  of  about  half  the 
length  of  the  lip.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  then  brought  together 
by  three  stitches,  and  compiesses  wet  with  cold  water  directed  to  be  applied 
constantly  to  the  wound.  On  the  fifth  day  from  the  operation  the  stitches 
were  removed,  and  tlie  wound  was  perfectly  united. 

An  inquiry  has  generally  been  made  of  patients  with  this  disease 
of  the  lip,  as  well  as  in  canc-erous  afiectlons  of  the  tongue,  whether  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  using  tobacco.  In  both  these  cases  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  smoke  a  short  pipe,  and  in  most  of  those  which  I  have  seen  the 
disease  has  occurred  in  elderly  people  who  gave  a  preference  to  the  pipe 
over  the  cigar ;  it  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  wdiether  the  heat  from  the 
earthen  material  may  not  have  greatly  aided  in  producing  the  disease. 
The  term  cancer  seems  to  be  incorrectly  used  when  applied  indiscrimi- 
nately to  this  affection,  as  it  differs  from  that  disease  in  many  points,  not 
always  affecting  the  absorbent  glands  at  a  distance,  and  besides  it  admits 
of  a  cure  in  mairy  instances  and  under  different  modes  of  treatment. 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  THE   SICKNESS   AND  MORTALITY  IN  THE 
ARMY  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Through  the  polite  altenlions  of  Thomas  Law«on,  M.D.,  Snrgeon-gene- 
ral  of  the  Armv,  we  have  been  put  in  possession  of  a  voluirie  of  343 
.pages,  octavo,  compiled  froit)  the  records  of  the  Surgeon-general's  and  Ad- 
jutant-general's offices,  embracing  a  period  of  20  years,  from  Januarj', 
1819,  to  Janiiary,  1S39  ;  prepared  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
present  indefatigable  Surgeon-general.  It  is  designed,  ostensibly,  for  the 
use  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  army. 

It  is  altogether  a  promising  feature  in  the  medical  literature  of  this  new 
country,  to  have  such  a  mass  of  statistical  matter,  especially  interesting  to 
the  physician,  the  philosopher  and  the  philanthropist,  emanate  from  such 
a  source.  A  general  opinion  is  prevalent  that  to  be  an  army-surgeon, 
consi^sis  simply  in  being  comfortably  provided  for  by  the  government,  and 
that  the  very  operation  of  thinking  upon  subjects  relating  to  life,  death 
,or  disease,  is  the  last  in  the  series  of  his  contemplations.  But  there  was 
-never  a  greater  misconception  of  things  :  this  book  shows  that  there  are 
no  idlers  in  the  medical  corps  of  the  army. 

Vital  statistics  are  studied  with  zeal  in  the  old  countries  of  Europe  ; 
and  to  have  the  army-surgeons  of  the  United  Slates  cooperate  with  those 
of  their  European  brethren,  wdio  are  always  ready  to  take  the  lead  in  any 
measure  that  is  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  science,  is  quite  an 
encouraging  event. 

There  is  such  an  amount  of  rnatter  brought  together  in  this  work,  that 
it  is  really  impossible  to  do  justice  to  it  by  simply  turning  over  the  leaves. 
It  is  the  best  system  of  medical  topography  that  has  been  published  in 
America — being  the  most  accurate  and  essentially  scientific  in  character. 
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The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts — embracing  each  a  period  often  years. 
To  give  some  idea  of  ihe  labor  of  arranging  the  materials,  the  fad  is  men- 
tioned in  the  preface  that  it  was  necessary  to  examine  4000  quarterly  sick 
reports,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Adjutant-general's  olfice  the  mean  strength 
(of  ihe  army)  for  corresponding  periods,  compiled  from  the  past  and  regi- 
mental returns.  Not  to  be  fatiguing,  we  leave  the  subject — with  a  view 
of  returning  to  it  again  whenever  we  have  obtained  a  clear  understanding 
of  its  various  claims. 


Revieicers  reviewed. — An  ably-written  pamphlet  of  96  octavo  pages,  enti- 
tled "  An  Examination  of  Revieivs  contained  in  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  atid  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Revieio,  of  the  Medical  and 
Phyaiological  Commentaries,  by  the  author,  M.  Paine,  M.D.,  Profesfor  of 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  New 
York,''  was  seasonably  received. 

Without  intending  to  disturb  the  equanimity  of  a  multitude  who  are 
contented  with  what  they  suppose  they  know,  Dr.  Paine  has  raised  a 
tremendous  uproar  amongst  the  host  medical,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
which  is  not  likely  to  subside  very  soon,  from  the  present  indications  of 
the  press.  The  fact  is,  there  is  no  better  evidence  of  the  superior  intel- 
lectual calibre  of  a  man,  than  the  fact  that  by  a  single  act  of  literary  and 
scientific  labor,  he  can  put  all  the  elements  of  humanity  into  a  slate  of 
■activity.  He  must  be  a  great  general  whom  it  requires  a  holy  alliance  of 
nations  to  conquer. 

We  have  never  discovered  a  reason  for  changing  our  original  impressions 
in  regard  to  Dr.  Paine's  elaborate  medical  writings,  since  they  were  given 
to  the  public,  notwithstanding  the  number  and  violence  of  the  attacks  he 
has  received.  He  is  both  learned  and  indomitably  laborious;  and  being  ia 
the  meridian  of  life,  and  placed,  too,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances that  could  be  desired  by  an  ambitious  professor  of  inedicine,  made 
conscious  of  his  power  by  a  whirlwind  of  dust  put  in  motion  by  minds  ready 
to  contend  for  every  inch  of  mental  territory  that  lies  wittiin  the  ken  of 
either  party,  we  are  persuaded  that  this  gentleman  is  destined  to  fill  an 
important  place  in  the  field  of  medical  literature  before  his  race  is  finished. 


Toothache. — It  is  well  worthy  of  being  more  generally  known  that  the 
following  formula  will  always  remove  the  toothache  in  a  few  minutes,  say 
ten  or  fifteen,  if  the  bowels  are  not  unhealthily  confined.  The  dose  of 
the  opiate  should  be  proportioned,  as  well  as  may  be,  to  the  violence  of 
the  pain;  for  it  will  produce  no  constitutional  effect  whatever,  while  it 
has  a  violent  toothache  to  grapple  with  : — R.  Carbonate  of  ammonia, 
gr.  X.  ;  sedative  solution  of  opium,  M.  xv.  ;  ipecacuan  wine,  M.  xv.  ;  col- 
chicum  wine,  M.  x.  ;  camphor  mixture,  3x.     M. — Lancet. 

To  CoRRF.spoNOENTs. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Cadwell,  Magoun  and 
Holman,  are  on  file  for  publication. 

Married, — In  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday  last,  John  Bell,  M.D.,  to  Phebe  Wain, 
daughter  of  Wni.  P.  Israel, 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  2,  16.— Males,  8  ;  Females,  8. 

Of  consumption,  3 — infantile,  3— hooping  cough,  ]— dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — measles,  2— liver 
«omplaint,  1— marasmus,  1— teething,  1— accidental,  1— ectirlet  fever.    1— fits,  1. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors' Meeting. — There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  Society 
at  large,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  John  JetTries,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
July,l841,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.  Je  30— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Secretari^. 

COLUMBIAN   COLLEGE,   DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

The  Lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  this  Institution  will   commence  on  the  first  Monday  i 
November,  annually,  and  continue  until  the  1st  of  March. 
During  this  period,  full  courses  will  be  delivered  on  the  various  branches  of  medicine  by 
Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology,  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Harvey  Lindsly,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Thomas  Miller,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
John  M.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
J.  Frederick  May,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  ;  late  Professor  of  Siirgery  in  the  University 

of  Maryland. 
Frederick  Hall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
Samuel  C.  S.moot,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
As  there  are  many  young  men  of  talent  and  worth  in  different  parts  of  our  country  who,  from  re" 
stricted  circumstances,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the   benefit  of  public  lectures,  the  Professors 
have  resolved  to  admit,  gratuitously,  two  such  students  from  each  of  the  States,  and  one  from  each  of 
the  Territories.     In  order,  however,  to  guard  against  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qualify  them  to  become  useful  members  of  the  profession,  the  selection  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senators  and  Delegates  of  Congress,  each  of  whom  has  the  right  to  select  one  student  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  Territory,  and  whose  certificate  of  selection  will  be  a  passport  to  all  the  lectures,  by 
paying  only,  on  entering  the  school,  the  usual  matriculating  tee  of  five  dollars. 

The  entire  expense,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is   $70.     Dissecting  Ticket,  $10 ; 
optional  with  the  student. 
Good  board  can  be  procured  at  from  three  to  four  dollars  per  week.        THOMAS  MILLER,  M.D. 
Washington,  May  1,  1841.  My  12— lanuN  Dean  of  the  Faculty 

"'  ABDOMhNAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  Haynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  office.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  .§4 — without,  $3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.  No.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  .\.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  asents : — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworlh  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  E.  Bartlelt, 
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&  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury.  L.  S.  Bartlelt,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
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NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

TThe  annual  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  August  ne.xt, 
and  continue  three  mouths. 

Dixi  Crosby,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

iEDWAKD   E.  Phelps,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,   Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Medical 
Botany. 

Oliver  P.  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Joseph  Roby,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Bdmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Expenses  for  the  course  of  lectures,  $.50,00.  Graduating,  $18.  Matriculating,  $3,00.  Board  may 
^e  had  at  $1,33  to  $2,00  per  week,  and  abundant  facilities  for  those  who  may  wish  to  board  themselves. 
The  fees  must  be  paid  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  or  notes  given  with  satisfactory  security.  All 
operations  before  the  medical  class  are  performed  gratis.  By  order  of  the  Faculty, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  June.  15,  1841.        Je  23— tA7  OLIVER  P.  HUBBARD,  Sec'y. 


BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 
-The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  the  first  Thursday,  5th  of  August,  1841,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks.     Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  lectures,  $50 ;  fee  for  those  who  have  attended  two 
cour.ses  at  any  respectable   medical  school,  $10;  graduation  fee,  $18;  library  fee    according  to  the 
number  of  books  taken.     Board,  from  $1,50  to  $2,00. 

Theorv  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        -        -     H.  H.  Childs,  D.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  bv         -         -         -         -        Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by James  McClintock,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  by  -         -  -  -         Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     -        -        -  -  -       M.  A.  Lee,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by    -         -  Chester  Dewey,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, C.  C.  Chaffee,  M.D. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  May,  1841.  Je  9— tL  PARKER  HA^^L,  Secretary. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  Stales  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  bv  return  mail,  on  addri'ssiii!;  the  Editor  of  the  Huston  Mi'dical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  pot<  paid,  without  whicli  no  letter  will  1)0  Uikvn  iVoni  the  post  oflice.  June  19 
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TIlEPHiNING    FOR    EPILEPSY. 

To  ih?.  Elitor  of  the  Bos'on  Med  cal  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  an  in- 
teresting case  of  epilepsy  that  was  cured  by  the  operation  of  trephining. 
— 1  have  had  a  number  of  interesting  and  important  surgical  cases  widiin 
the  last  twelve  months,  which  I  sliall  take  pleasure  in  relating,  and  which 
1  should  be  pleased  to  have  a  place  in  your  valuable  Journal,  provided 
you  consider  them  of  sufficient  moment  to  lay  before  the  profession. 

Stark  Streeter  is  28  years  of  age,  is  a  black.smith  by  profession,  resides 
in  the  town  of  VVatertown,  Jefferson  C<).,  N.  Y.  I'hirteen  years  since 
his  skull  was  fractured  by  a  kick  from  a  horse,  at  the  anterior  and  superior 
angle  of  the  parietal  bone,  near  the  longitudinal  sinus  and  coronal  suture. 
The  fracture  was  extensive,  and  the  bone  driven  in  upon  the  brain,  with' 
out  any  lesion,  however,  of  this  organ,  other  than  a  laceration  of  the  dura 
mater.  Several  pieces  of  the  bone  were  removed  at  the  time,  and  the 
patient  soon  recovered  without  showing  any  bad  symptoms  or  signs  of 
compression,  nor  did  any  of  these  symptoms  appear  until  about  six  years 
after  the  accident,  at  which  time  he  was  first  attacked  with  epilepsy. 
Nothing  has  been  done  for  the  relief  of  these  fits,  save  the  repeated  trials 
of  quack  nostrums  and  old  womens'  specifics,  such  as  are  usually  resorted 
to  on  such  occasions.  About  the  Ist  of  December  last  he  applied  to  m(! 
as  a  surgeon  for  advice,  and  related  his  case  as  above  stated.  There  wan 
a  considerable  depression  from  the  contraction  of  the  old  cicatrix,  and  I 
was  fearful  this  might  be  the  cause.  I  however  told  him  there  was  evi' 
dently  compression  of  the  brain  from  some  cause,  but  whether  from  bone, 
matter,  fluid,  or  from  contraction  of  the  old  cicatrix,  I  could  only  decide 
by  an  operation.  There  being  no'  improvement  of  his  mental  manifesta- 
tions, and  his  general  health  being  in  other  respects  good,  and  his  habits 
temperate,  1  proposed  to  him  an  operation,  after  mentioning  all  the  dan- 
gers and  uncertainties  attending  it.  To  this  he  very  cheerfully  consented, 
and  after  a  few  days'  due  preparation,  1  performed  the  operation  in  the 
presence  of  several  persons,  assisted  by  Drs.  Crawe  and  Dickinson. 

I  applied  my  trephine  just  behind  the  original  scar  upon  the  parietal 
bone,  and  having  removed  the  sawn  portion,  tlie  dura  mater  presented  no 
very  unnatural  appearance,  but  a  considerable  fluctuation  could  be  felt 
beneath  this  membrane.  I  now  made  a  small  opening  in  it,  and  found  a 
thin  serous  fluid,  which  discharged  ;  the  opening  being  enlarged,  it  escape.d 
with  freedom,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  about  two  hours,  with  occasional 
23 
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intervals,  which  seemed  to  depend  upon  the  rotary  motion  of  the  patient's 
head,  which  he  was  requested  to  make  in  order  to  facihtate  the  discharge, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  judged  some  six  or  eight  ounces  had 
escaped,  the  patient  himself  feeling  quite  relieved.  The  wound  was  now 
dressed  in  a  manner  that  would  allow  the  escape  of  any  fluid  that  might 
remain,  by  the  introduction  of  a  little  lint  at  one  corner  of  the  flap,  and 
the  remainder  by  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  a  roller,  compress,  &;c.,  with 
directions  as  to  his  regimen  and  other  general  observations  touching  his 
particular  case.  On  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  the  wound  was 
dressed,  and  was  found  healed  by  adhesion,  except  where  the  lint  was  in- 
troduced. This  being  quite  dry,  it  was  removed,  and  simple  dressings 
were  applied.  No  bad  symptoms  followed,  and  in  four  or  five  days  he 
was  able  to  walk  about  the  room.  It  is  about  two  months  since  the  ope- 
ration, during  most  of  which  time  he  has  been  able  to  attend  to  general  out- 
door business.  He  has  in  no  material  point  of  view  deviated  from  his  ac- 
customed mode  of  living,  except  for  a  few  days  preceding  and  succeeding 
the  operation.  Nor  has  he  felt  any  symptoms  of  his  old  complaint,  but 
on  the  contrary  says  he  feels  very  much  improved,  both  mentally  and 
corporeally. 

For  twelve  months  preceding  the  operation,  he  was  visited  by  one  or 
more  of  these  distressing  fits,  every  week,  which  continued  about  an  hour; 
and  in  fact  the  least  over-exertion,  or  indulgence  at  the  table,  or  other 
stimulus,  was  invariably  followed  by  a  paroxysm  of  epilepsy.  He  is  now 
discharged  cured,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  remaining  so,  unless  some  unfore- 
seen exciting  cause  should  remain  and  give  rise  to  a  similar  secretion. 

Watertown,  N.  Y.,  June,  1841.  F.  A.  Cadwell,  M.D. 


REVIEW   OF   PROF.    SMITHS   SELECT   DISCOURSES.— .;V0.   III. 
A    LECTURE    ON    PHRENOLOGY. 

The  next  proposition  which  our  author  proposes  to  examine,  is,  that 
*'  The  processes  and  affections  of  the  mind  will  be  intense  and  vigorous, 
cteteris  paribus,  as  the  size,  technically,  as  the  development  of  the  '  organs,' 
which  form  their  respective  seats."  Now  this  is  a  mere  expression  of  a 
general  law  of  nature,  pervading  all  created  objects,  animate  and  inani- 
mate, and  consequently  applies  to  the  brain  in  common  with  every  other 
part  of  the  body.  It  is  not  maintained  by  phrenologists  that  size  is  the 
onli/  condition,  in  producing  energy  of  function  ;  but  that  it  is  one  condi- 
tion ;  and  that  where  all  other  conditions  are  equal,  increase  of  size  pro- 
duces or  indicates  increased  intensity  of  function.  Dr.  S.  admits  the 
truth  of  this  law  on  page  130,  where  he  remarks,  "that  if  we  compare 
a  great  number  of  persons  having  big  heads,  with  an  equal  number  much 
less  amply  provided  in  that  particular,  all  of  whom  belong  to  the  same 
race,  live  in  the  same  society,  and  have  been  trained  and  educated,  as  far 
as  possible,  alike,  then  will  the  aggregate  talents  of  the  former  exceed 
those  of  the  latter." 

But  our  author  stops  to  cavil  at  the  exception,  cteteris  paribus,  which 
he  says,  "  refers  to  peculiarities  of  individual  temperament,  and  the  inti- 
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mate  structure  of  the  brain  " — things  which  he  believes  are  "  not  only  un- 
known, but  unknowable."  Th(;  diversities  of  mental  cliaracter  arc  the 
phenomena,  he  says,  which  phrenoloi:y  undertakes  to  explain,  and  if  they 
are  ultimate  and  therefore  inexplicable,  there  is  nothini;  lelt  for  phre- 
nology to  explain.  Besides,  he  thinks  a  reference  to  temperament  is  fatal 
to  phrenology,  for  if  mental  qualities  depend  on  causes  unconnected 
with  the  oroans,  there  is  no  need  of  introducing  superfluous  machinery  ; 
and  we  might  dispense  with  the  organs  altogether.  Now,  if  this  be  an 
objection  fatal  to  phrenology,  it  is  one  still  more  fatal  to  Dr.  Smith's  own 
theory  in  relation  to  mental  phenomena  and  the  causes  of  '  diversi- 
ties of  character ;"  for  he  admits  the  brain  to  be  the  organ  of  the  mind, 
and  yet  makes  mental  operations  depend  on  the  liver,  lungs,  &:c.  Why 
does  he  lug  in  this  superfluous  machinery  ?  He  makes,  for  example,  the 
gloomy  and  depressing  passions  depend  on  "  considerable  influence  of 
the  liver,"  with  an  "  adequate  cerebral  circulation  " — the  liver  may  not 
be  of  more  than  ordinary  size,  but  the  whole  character  is  formed  and 
shaped  by  tiie  influence  of  this  viscus  !  How  does  Dr.  S.  know  this  ? 
And  the  same  may  be  asked  in  relation  to  every  modification  of  character, 
which  he  attributes  to  the  influence  of  the  lungs  and  other  bodily  organs. 
He  speaks  frequently  of  "strong  action"  in  these  organs  producing  di- 
versities of  character  ;  but  if  we  mistake  not,  he  has  formed  his  hypothe- 
sis first,  and  then  finds  his  strong  action  afterwards — at  any  rate,  he  looks 
to  conditions  w  hich  in  a  majority  of  cases  are  both  "  unknown  and  un- 
knowable," and  thus  he  has  fallen  into  a  greater  absurdity  than  he  attri- 
butes to  phrenologists.  Dr.  Smith's  reasoning  on  this  subject  is  all  a 
priori.  He  dares  not  adopt  Gall's  philosophical  method,  of  first  collect- 
ing his  facts,  and  then  forming  his  conclusions  ;  but  he  forms  a  system, 
and  then  assumes  that  facts  support  it,  when  it  is  impossible  to  know, 
whether,  what  he  assumes  to  be  facts,  are  so  or  not.  But  we  have 
shown  that  Dr.  Smith's  views  are,  in  substance,  those  of  the  ancients,  in 
relation  to  temperaments,  slightly  modified  by  phraseology,  to  give  tliem 
an  air  of  originality.  But  although  Dr.  S.  attributes  so  much  himself  to 
temperament,  he  is  unwilling  that  phrenologists  should  have  any  such 
privilege;  they  must,  in  short,  "revise  and  render  their  views  more  phi- 
losophical and  more  definite  " — they  must  not  "  bolster  up  their  system 
by  conjectural  agents,  of  which  the  character,  modes  of  action,  and  ex- 
tent of  influence  are  unknown  and  inscrutable."  For  this  reason  he  re- 
jects all  influence  attributed  to  the  "  intimate  structure  of  the  brain,"  as 
well  as  that  flowing  from  temperament,  "  which,"  he  says,  "  either  re- 
fers to  the  influence  exerted  over  our  dispositions,  by  various  and  distant 
parts  of  the  body,  or  the  term  implies  those  peculiarities  of  character 
which  are  stamped  upon  us  at  far  too  early  a  period  to  be  traced  to  any 
physical  source  whatever.  But  the  first  supposition  supersedes  the  ogans, 
and  the  second  introduces  occult  powers,  which  can  form  no  part  of  phi- 
losophy." jN'ow,  after  admitting  that  the  '•  brain  is  the  sole  instrument  o( 
thought,"  and  then  attributing  the  chief  causes  of  "  diversities  of  charac- 
ter "  to  ".various  and  distant  organs  of  the  body,"  we  deny  Dr.  Smith's 
right  to  turn  about,  and  refuse  to  phrenologists  the  privilege  of  attribut- 
ing any  influence  to  these  same  organs,  and  it  becomes  him  still  less  to 
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talk  of  the  introdu'.nion  of  '•  occult  powers,"  when  he  builds  his  own 
system  on  "occult"  flicts.  There  i.s  at  least  equal  proprieiy  in  speaking 
of  the  "  intimate  structure  of  the  brain,"  as  of  "  strong  action  in  the 
liver."  The  author  then  comes  to  the  conclusion,  that  we  must  reject 
the  phrase  cceteris  paribus,  in  toto,  as  it  "  can  constitute  no  part  of  the 
proposition  which  it  was  intended  to  qualify.  That  proposition,"  he  con- 
tinues, "  is,  consequently,  simply  and  unconditionally  true — or  entirely 
false,  and,  when  relieved  of.its  limitiitions,  will  read  as  follows:  -The  pro- 
cesses and  affections  of  the  mind  will  be  intense  and  vigorous,  as  the 
size,  technically,  as  the  development  of  the  'organ-^;,'  v.  hich  form  their" 
exclusive  seats.'  "  But  Dr.  S.  states  further  (p.  130)  that  as  a  general 
j-ule,  if  we  compare  a  number  of  persons  with  large  heads,  with  an  equal 
number  with  small  heads,  the  aggregate  talents  of  the  former  will  exceed 
those  of  the  latter,  but  that  there  may  be  exceptions,  and  that  "between 
jndiv^idual  and  individual,  mere  bulk  of  head,  within  ordinary  limits,  is  an 
element  of  no  appreciahh  important  ".'  The  conclusion  then  is  una- 
voidable ;  Dr.  S.  does  admit  something  besides  size  to  modify  the  action 
of  the  brain.  He  may  call  it  '•  intimate  structure,'"  "  temperament,^'  or 
what  he  pleases;  after  all,  he  mu?t  and  does  allow  other  conditions,  and 
therefore  he  prematurely  and  inconsistently  rejects  the  phrase,  cceteris  pari- 
bus. By  this  expurgating  process,  moreover.  Dr.  S.  has  brought  the  pro- 
position, he  thinks,  to  tally  with  the  one  he  has  himself  laid  down,  viz.: 
*'  that  the  function  of  a  part  is  executed  with  an  intensity  proportioned 
to  its  relative  bulk,  and  the  greater  or  less  supj^ly  of  aerlated  blood  wliich 
it  may  receive,"  &ic. 

Now,  we  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposition,  and  can  show  that  Dr.  S. 
does  not  believe  in  it  himself.  Organic  size,  and  a  due  supply  of  oxy- 
genated blood,  are  7iot  the  only  conditions  of  eneriry  of  function,  although 
the  relation  between  these  conditions  and  power  are  universally  acknow- 
ledged, and  capable  of  mathematical  demonstration.  We  will  take  for 
illustration  muscular  power.  The  contraction  of  a  muscle  is  due  to  the 
stimulus  of  the  will,  conveyed  along  the  nerve  which  supplies  the  muscle. 
Now,  it  is  very  clear,  that  strong  contraction  may  arise,  either  from  large 
muscle  and  moderate  stimulus,  or  from  moderate  muscle  and  strong  stimu- 
lus. We  see  this  illustrated  in  the  prodigious  strength  of  maniacs,  a  wo- 
man of  moderate  size  often  exertln^r  irrealer  streni^h  than  the  largest  man. 
We  must  then  mtroduce  a  third  condition,  and  say  that  muscular  j^ower 
is  in  the  compound  ratio  of  the  size  of  the  muscle,  its  supply  of  oxy- 
genated blood  and  nervous  energy — or,  omitting  the,  latter,  we  say  cceteris 
paribus,  in  proportion  to  the  two  former.  We  may  extend  this  remark 
to  the  functions  of  every  organ  in  the  body.  The  functions  of  the  liver 
and  lungs  are  equally  dependent  on  a  due  supply  of  nervous  energy,  and 
probably  "  intimate  structure,"  and  it  would  be  unphilosophical  to  leave 
out  of  consideration  the  influence  of  these  important  elements.  The 
game  is  true  of  the  heart  and  bloodvessels,  the  kidneys,  and  every  other 
part  of  the  body. 

Dr.  Smith's  proposition,  then,  is  true  only  in  part,  and  to  render  it  at  all 
Bpplicable  to  the  various  organs  and  functions — to  the  facts  in  the  case — 
j^  J9  i^disponsably  necessarv  that  he  introduce  the  phrase  cceteris  paribus, 
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which  he  wishes  us  to  reject.  Besides,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that 
healthy  ortranization  ^  education,  or  appropriate  and  habitual  exorcise; 
food  and  drinks;  ai^e;  and  temporary  excitenK-nt,  all  modify  the  functions 
of  the  dideriMit  origans,  and  especially  those  of  animal  life,  including  the 
cerebral  mass  ;  so  that  numerous  otficr  conditions  enter  into  the  elements 
of  efficient  organic  action. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  temperament,  we  may  observe  that  our 
author  admits  it  to  exert  quite  as  much  influence  as  is  claimed  by  the  phre- 
nological school ;  only,  that  he  makes  it  to  consist  in  "  strong  action," 
instead  of  the  peculiar  organization  of  parts,  or  the  different  proportions 
in  which  the  several  simpler  organic  tis^^ues  enter  into  the  structure  of  the 
more  compound  organs  of  ilie  Itody,  and  the  greater  or  less  compactness 
and  tensity  of  those  tissues.  Whether  this  be  a  ^^ postern  through  which 
to  retreat"  or  not,  it  is  one  which  stands  forth  very  prominently  in  the 
author's  system,  and  the  presumption  is  strong  that  it  exists  in  nature^ 
when  we  see  such  a  man  forced  to  occupy  common  ground  with  the 
phrenologist. 

Dr.  S.  next  proceeds  to  comment  on  the  last  clause  of  the  proposition, 
relating  to  the  size  of  the  "organs."  He  acknowledges  that  all  heads 
are  not  sliaped  alike,  but  t'len  he  denies  that  there  are  any  external  pro- 
tuberances corresponding  to  the  location  of  the  organs.  He  also  denies 
that  tliese  organs  embrace  the  internal  parts  of  the  brain,  so  that  in  fact 
there  can  be  no  organs  at  all  !  On  the  whole,  however,  he  comes  to  the 
conclusion,  that  "regard  being  had  to  the  superficial  extent  of  the  cere- 
bral surface,  the  size  of  the  individual  '  organs  '  must  be  estimated  by 
their  elevation  or  depression  above  or  below  the  general  outline  of  that 
surface."  But  the  autlior  stumbles  at  the  term  "  organs  ;"  he  seems  to 
suppose  that  phrenologists  hold  to  the  existence  of  distinct  and  separate 
little  portions  of  brain,  like  so  many  little  cerebelli,  and  because  he  does 
not  find  them  o:i  d;53?.c'tio.i,  he  woiiders  what  phrenologists  mean  by 
talking  about  organs.  He  tiierefore  proposes  to  expurgate  the  word,  and 
make  the  pro, )ositio:i  real  thai :  '*  Tne  proc-esses  and  affections  of  the 
minJ  are  i.iteiise  an  i  vigorous,  directly  in  proportion  to  the  (piantity  of 
cerebral  m  itter  deposits  i  at  va/ious  lojalities  upon  the  exterior  of  the 
brain."  This,  however,,  is  not  tlie  plnenological  doctrine.  The  internal 
as  well  as  external  parts  of  tlie  brain  enter  into  the  elements  of  the 
organs,  and  the  latter  are  only  the  surface  or  bases  of  "  organs,"  whose 
apices  lie  near  the  centre  ol  the  cerebral  ma«;s.  Dr.  S.  has  evidently 
imbil  ed  tiie  vulgar  notio:i  of  bilnp^,  from  the  fact  tliat  in  l!ie  engraved 
her!3  w!iicli  were  formerly  piblislie.l,  the  localities,  or  organ^^,  were  re* 
presented  as  so  many  prominences,  in  order  to  render  them  disiinM,  and 
impress  their  situation  upon  the  memory;  but  he  should  not  br;ng  forward 
his  own  misconce|)tions  as  arguments  against  phrenology^ 

After  arriving,  then,  at  a  "correct  definition,"  Dr.  S,  thi:iks  the  "  ar" 
gument  is  concUi  ed,"  and  that  he  comes  off  victorious.  But  in  the 
first  p'ace  we  have  found  his  definition  to  be  incorrect;  and  in  the  next 
place,  by  admitting  the  agency  of  temperament,  phrenology  does  not  "ac- 
knowledge that  the  affections,  &,c.  of  the  mind  do  not  depend  upon  cere* 
bral  deposits,"  but  only  that  they  are,  in  a  measure,  modified  by  it.     Dr» 
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S.  admits  the  same  in  his  first  lecture ;  indeed  this  is  the  doctrine  which 
he  endeavors  to  sustain  through  some  twenty  or  thirty  pages  ;  we  are  not, 
therefore,  at  all  surprised  in  finding  him  saying,  "  we  all  think  alike," 
"  harmony  has  superseded  discord.'^ 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  inquiry,  wiiether,  '•  w  here  certain  pro- 
jections of  the  brain  exist,  they  are  invariably  accompanied  by  certain 
qualities  of  the  mind;"  and  2(!,  vvhetlier  ''certain  qualities  have  been 
present  in  any  instance,  and  yet  unattended  by  their  alleged  organs." 
Before  considering  these  points,  the  ingenious  author  offers  us  an  argu- 
ment, in  the  way  of  illustration,  drawn,  a  seipso.  "  If  the  power  of 
every  '  oi'gan  '  be  as  its  bulk,  the  power  of  the  whole  must  be  as  tl)e 
bulk  of  the  whole.  In  other  words,  the  size  of  a  man's  head  is  the  exact 
measure  of  his  capacities,  moral  and  intellectual,  taken  collectively.  Now 
this  correspondence,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not  uniformly  prevail,  and  1 
am  myself  the  unfortunate  exception.  I  have  hitherto  seen  one  indi- 
vidual, only,  whose  head  was  larger  than  my  own,  and  one  who  was  my 
equal.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  prodigious  '  development,'  and  although 
my  temperament  is  not  only  sanguine,  but  ardent,  so  that  my  brain  has 
all  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  full  supjjly  of  well-aeria'ted  blood — 
yet  notwithstanding  these  auspicious  circun}stances,  I  have  seen,  with 
sorrow  be  it  said,  both  in  Europe  and  Ameiica,  men  less  amply  provided, 
yet  greater  than  I!!"  Now  we  do  not  wish  to  question  Dr.  Smith's 
sincerity,  nor  his  modesty  in  making  this  remark  ;  yet  some  circunistances 
lead  us  to  conclude  that  his  opinion  of  himself  is  not  so  very  humble, 
after  all.  In  a  "  Eulogium  on  the  late  Wright  Post,  M.D.,  delivered  in 
the  Chapel  of  Columbia  College,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  N.  York,  Oct.  8,  1828,"  Dr.  S.  held  the  following  language.  "  By 
a  train  of  circumstances  the  most  singular  and  unexpected,  it  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  hold  up,  liowever  feebly,  the  only  man  with  whom,  in  the 
whole  course  of  my  life,  1  have  come  into  any  sort  of  collision  lohose 
talents  and  whose  station  could  for  a  moment  induce  me  at  least  to  con- 
sider him  as  a  rival.  This  may  savor  of  pride.  If  so,  I  hope  it  is  of 
honest  pride;  and  the  sentiment,  if  a  compliment  to  the  living,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  was  esteemed  no  reflection  by  the  dead."  What  Dr. 
S.  thought  of  the  intellectual  character  of  Dr.  Post,  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  extract  from  the  same  "eulogium"  (p.  16):  "  As  to 
the  intellectual  character  of  Dr.  Post — it  has  been  more  than  once  ob- 
served to  me  that  Dr.  Post  was  not  an  extraordinary  man.  No  ?  How 
did  it  happen,  then,  that  at  the  age  of  23  he  was  a  lecturer  on  anatomy, 
that  for  nearly  thirty  years  he  was  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  this 
city  ?"  "  Why  do  not  some  of  those  who  consider  Dr.  Post  as  so  very 
common  a  personage,  step  into  the  place  which  he  has  vacated  ?"  he. 
Now,  if  Dr.  Post  was  an  extraordinary  man,  which  we  admit,  and  Dr. 
S.  considers  himself  on  a  par  with  Dr.  P.,  '•  tlie  only  man  whom  he 
could  consider  as  a  rival,"  why  then,  according  to  Euclid,  things  equal 
to  the  same  thing  being  ecjual  to  one  another.  Dr.  S.,  in  his  own  estima- 
tion, is  "an  extraordinary  man" — and  having  a  large  head,  of  course  he 
is  not  an  exception  to  the  rule  "  that  the  size  of  a  man's  head  is  the  exact 
measure  of  his  capacities." 
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But  the  author  offers  us  still  further  proof  on  this  suhject,  drawn  from 
his  own  cranial  conformation.  He  remarks  (p.  130),  "  There  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  induce  the  hehef,  that  the  more  forward  parts  of  the 
brain,  in  anatomy,  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum,  are  principally  em- 
ployed in  carrying  on  those  operations  of  the  mind,  which  require  the 
exercise  of  our  reasoning  powers."  At  page  110,  he  says,  '■'■  no  person 
would  suspect,  from  merely  looking  at  me,  that  my  head  is  of  such  un- 
common dimensions.  The  deception  arises  from  the  shortness  of  its 
transverse  diameter,  tvhilc  (hat  from  the  forehead  to  the  occiput  is  of  great 
length,  the  one  and  the  other  largely  yrojecling  P^  We  are  happy  to  find 
these  coincidences,  these  proofs  that  phrenology  is  true,  and  the  doctor  is 
a  believer  in  phrenology,  though  he  is  unwilling  to  acknow  ledge  it  openly. 
We  would  not  be  understood  as  denying  that  Dr.  S.  is  "  an  extraordi- 
nary man,"  though  we  must  say  that  his  "organ"  of  self-esteem  is  pretty 
considerably  developed.  His  olistinacy,  also,  in  resisting  the  evidence  ad- 
duced in  favor  of  (ihrenology,  is  only  confirmation  of  its  truth,  as  it  not  only 
shows  the  influence  of  education  and  a  long  course  of  mental  training  in 
fixing  old  opinions  and  pi'ejudices  in  the  mind,  but  it  is  what  we  should 
expect  fi-om  a  metaphysician  possessing  such  a  cranial  organization. 

Our  author  here  congratulates  his  readers  that  he  has  "  emerged  into 
the  broad  light  of  day,"  for  as  "  projections  of  the  brain  are  visible, 
tangible,  and  measurable,"  and  as  the  "  prominent  traits  of  individual 
character  are  also  readily  and  certainly  discernible,"  consequently  it  is 
easy  to  determine  "  how  (ar  the  latter  correspond  with  the  former." 
Should  we  fail  to  find  this  correspondence,  "  then,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  phre- 
nology may  be  safely  and  confidently  pronounced  a  mere  phantom  of  the 
imagination."  Now,  we  expect  that  phrenology  will  be  judged  by  this 
test,  under  such  restrictions  as  are  usually  laid  down,  but  which  our  au- 
thor very  ungenerously  keeps  out  of  view.  Thus,  phrenology  teaches 
that  it  is  the  size  of  each  organ  in  proi)ortion  to  the  others  in  the  head  of 
the  individual  observed,  and  not  their  absolute  size,  or  their  size  in  re- 
ference to  any  standard  head,  that  determines  the  predominance  of  par- 
ticular talents  or  dispositions.  It  teaches  that  constitution,  or  tempera- 
ment, health,  and  exercise,  modify  the  effects  of  size,  and  especially  that 
education  must  always  be  taken  into  account,  in  judging  of  the  strength 
and  activity  of  any  of  the  organs.  If  there  are  two  individuals  possess- 
ing a  similar  organization,  one  of  whom  has  been  educated,  and  the  other 
not,  phrenology  teaches  that  the  former  will  manifest  his  faculties  with 
higher  power  than  the  latter ;  hence,  again,  the  necessity  of  the  phrase 
ccEteris  paribus.  But  it  is  objected  to  this,  that  if  education  makes  such 
a  difference,  we  can  never  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  energy 
derived  from  this  cause,  and  that  which  proceeds  from  size  in  the  organs, 
and  hence,  that  we  cannot  determine  the  real  effects  of  size.  To  this  we 
would  reply,  with  Mr.  Combe,  that  education  may  cause  the  ficulties  to 
manifest  themselves  with  the  highest  degree  of  energy  which  the  size  of 
the  organs  will  permit,  but  that  size  fixes  a  limit  which  education  cannot 
surpass.  And  liere,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  phrenologists  demand  no 
concessions  which  are  not  made  to  physiologists  in  general,  and  even  Dr. 
S.  conceding  that  the  brain  is  the  organ  of  the  mind,  is  driven  to  the  ne- 
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cessity  of  asking  the  same  concession.  The  objection,  in  fact,  amounts 
only  to  this,  that  if  we  compare  brains  in  opponie  conditions,  we  may  be 
led  into  error,  and  all  that  phrenology  claims  is  that  if  we  take  two  indi- 
viduals whose  brains  are  liealthy,  but  whose  organs  differ  in  size,  and 
educate  tliem  alike,  the  advantages  in  power  and  attainm.ent  will  be 
greatest  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  size  in  favor  of  the  largest  brain.  We 
consider  these  remarks  a  sufficient  reply  to  all  that  Dr.  S.  has  urged  upon 
this  point.  He  has,  we  may  be  allowed  to  say,  set  up  a  man  of  straw,  of 
his  own  formation,  and  then  proceeded,  5cc;«u/e?n  artem,  io  demolish  it; 
but  he  has  left  unscathed  tlie  system  of  phrenology  as  taught  by  its  ad- 
vocates. He  has  "expurgated"  from  their  propositions  enough  to 
render  them  vulnerable,  and  then  set  fiercely  to  work  to  overthrow,  not 
the  doctrines  of  phrenology,  but  such  as  he  himself  has  substituted  in 
their  place;  and  then  in  conclusion,  from  his  lofty  perch,  chanticleer-like, 
he  crows,  "  Io  triumphe,^'  and  chuckles  over  his  victory  ! 

A  case  related  by  our  author  v/ill  show  the  nature  of  his  "  facts." 
"  There  was  at  the  college  where  I  was  educated,"  says  he,  "a  pupil  of 
whose  physical  formation  you  will  have  an  accurate  idea,  when  I  state 
that  the  students  of  mathematics  used  to  write  on  the  walls,  '  What  is  a 
line  ?  G.  M.'s  body.'  '  What  is  a  point?  G.  M.'s  head.'  This  last  was 
so  small  and  round,  that  hats  being  imported  in  those  days  in  \\hat  are 
called  nests,  that  is,  one  within  the  other,  Mr.  M.  was  in  the  habit  of  se- 
lecting the  first  in  the  series,  and  it  was  as  perfectly  circular  w  hen  laid 
aside  as  when  first  put  on.  Now  this  person  labored  under  no  deficiency, 
and  with  some  eccentricity,  was  endowed  with  talents  much  above  the 
common  order."  Here  is  a  very  common  error,  but  we  are  surprised  that 
a  professor  of  anatomy  should  fall  into  it,  when  he  must  know  that  the 
hat  is  only  the  measure  of  the  head's  circumference,  in  a  part  of  which 
he  has  but  little  occasion  to  be  proud.  In  fact  it  only  touches  upon  the 
perceptive  and  the  animal  organs,  while  it  generally  leaves  the  reflective, 
or  intellectual,  and  moral,  untouched,  and  thus  gives  no  indication  what- 
ever of  their  development  and  size.  The  forehead  and  coronal  region 
may  tower  ever  so  high,  and  yet  the  hat  gives  no  account  of  these  di- 
mensions. Thus  Walter  Scott  and  Lord  Byron  wore  small  hats,  but  the 
weight  of  their  brains  exceeded  that  of  many  whose  heads  surpassed 
theirs  in  circumference.  In  fact,  a  phrenologist  never  boasts  of  wearing 
a  large  hat,  for  he  well  knows  that  the  selfish  and  semi-intellectual  senti- 
ments have  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  moral  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties. And  yet,  when  viewed  upon  the  general  scale,  we  beheve  it 
will  be  found  that  even  "hatter's  measure"  will  testify  to  the  truth  of 
phrenology. 

Dr.  S.  relates  another  case,  where  an  individual  had  a  "small  globular 
head  "  like  a  "  turnip,"  and  yet  he  was  "  distinguished  for  good  sense,  and 
devoid  of  peculiarities,  either  positive  or  negative."  Just  such  a  charac- 
ter as  phrenology  would  lead  us  to  expect !  In  another  individual,  "  cau-' 
tiousness  "  was  largely  developed,  and  yet  his  "  intellectual  powers  were 
respectable,"  and  he  was  distinguished  for  "courage."  But  we  are  not 
informed  what  was  the  development  of  the  intellectual  organs,  or  of  the 
twgans  of  combativeness  and    destructiveness.     There  is   no  incompati-* 
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bility  in  a  brave  man  being  "cautious."  Napoleon  and  Caesar  were 
highly  cautions,  and  yet  no  one  will  dispute  tiieir  courage.  It  requires 
more  minute  observations,  and  more  particuhiriiy  of  detail,  to  give  the 
least  weight  whatever  to  our  author's  facts  (?).  They  may  possibly 
weigh  with  the  supeificial,  and  the  unreflecting,  but  they  can  have  no  in- 
fluence with  the  philosopher  or  the  true  physiologist — as  they  violate  that 
important  rule  of  phi!osoj)hy  which  requires  us  to  be  made  acfjuaiiited 
witli  all  the  circumstances  having  a  bearing  on  the  case,  in  order  to  form 
a  just  estimate  of  the  efficiency  of  any  particular  cause.  This  rule  has 
not  been  observed  by  Dr.  S.  in  a  single  instance. 

To  show  this  in  a  still  clearer  light,  we  may  remark  that  our  author 
invariably  takes  for  granted  that  it  is  a  doctrine  of  phrenology  that  intel- 
lectual power  is  alw  ays  proportioned  to  the  size  of  the  head  ;  and  if  he 
can  find  a  single  exception,  he  considers  this  sufficient  to  overthrow  the 
whole  system.  Now,  this  is  no  doctrine  of  phrenology,  but  one  of  the 
author's.  Phrenology  teaches  that  different  parts  of  the  brain  have  dif- 
ferent functions,  and  that  while  a  large  development  of  the  intellectual 
organs  indicates  intellectual  power,  or  capacity,  a  similar  preponderance 
of  the  selfish  or  domestic  sentiments  indicates  a  very  different  character. 
Thus,  as  Tiedeman  has  shown,  the  capacity  of  the  Afiican's  skull,  on  an 
average,  is  as  great  as  that  of  the  Caucasian  ;  but  while  it  is  deficient  in 
the  anterior  portion,  the  deficiency  is  supplied,  as  Mr.  Combe  has  fully 
proved,  in  the  inferior  and  posterior  regions  ;  and  yet,  according  to  Dr. 
Smith's  mode  of  reasoning,  the  Afiican  ought  to  equal  the  Anglo-Saxon 
in  intellectual  capacity  !  The  form  of  the  head  is  quite  as  important, 
here,  as  the  size.  We  regard  our  author's  whole  course  of  reasoning  on 
this  subject,  as  disingenuous,  unlair,  and  consequently  unsound.  He  first 
misinterprets,  then  perverts,  then  attacks.  It  resembles  more  the  quib- 
bling, the  petty  special  pleading  of  a  third-rate  pettifogger,  than  the  manly 
reasoning  of  a  philosopher,  intent  upon  truth,  and  not  victory. 

Candidus. 
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Lacerated  Wounds. — A  stout  Irish  laborer  was  brought  to  the  Hos|)ital 
June  11th,  on  account  of  an  injury  received  from  the  rail-road  cars  on 
that  day.  In  endeavoring  to  save  his  hat  from  falling,  he  fell  from  the 
car  upon  the  track,  the  wheels  i)assing  over  him.  On  examination,  the 
right  lower  extremity  was  found  much  bruised,  and  the  integuments  badly 
lacei;ated  in  several  places,  viz.,  two  inches  on  the  inner  side  of  the  knee; 
about  six  inches  on  the  right  side  of  the  tihia  in  front  ;  and  on  toj)  of  the 
foot  frotn  the  inner  ankle  nearly  to  the  toes  ;  at  the  latter  place  a  large 
flap  a|)peared  to  have  been  turned  over.  The  wounds  had  been  united 
with  stitches  by  the  physician  in  attendance  \vhere  the  accident  occurred, 
so  that  the  whole  extent  of  the  injury  could  not  be  ascertained.  The 
ends  of  the  second  and  third  toes  of  the  right  foot  were  badly  lacerated. 

The  right  hand  was  also  injured  so  as  to  expose  the  palmar  aponeuro- 
sis, and  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  ring  finger  was  fractured. 
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The  adhesive  plaster  with  which  the  wounds  were  united  in  addition 
to  tlie  stitches,  was  removed,  and  compresses  wet  with  cold  water  direct- 
ed to  be  applied. 

15th,  Union  has  taken  place,  and  a  few  stitches  were  removed. 

16th.  The  remainder  of  the  stitches  removed;  some  sloughing  on  the 
instep,  otherwise  the  wounds  look  weli. 

17th.  Wounds  not  looking  so  well ;  some  erythema,  with  increased 
sloughing  of  the  integuments  about  the  right  ankle  and  instep.  Pulse 
108;  appetite  failint;  ;  some  nausea,  with  chills.  R.  Pulv.  ipecac,  grs. 
XXV.,  to  be  followed  in  five  hours  with  infus.  senna3  if  no  dejection. 

18th.  Had  free  emesis  and  dejections  from  medicine;  tongue  dry,  with 
dark-brown  coat ;  skin  hot.  Solution  of  tart.  ant.  in  nauseating  doses 
every  two  hours. 

19th.  Pulse  80  and  less  full;  skin  cool;  feels  much  better;  wounds 
improving;  let  them  besprinkled  with  pulv.  cinchona.  Sulph.  quinine 
two  grains  three  times  a  day,  with  eight  ounces  of  wine. 

22d.  Wounds  have  all  separated  about  an  inch  apart,  attended  with 
much  suppuration. 

28th.  Has  had  much  uneasiness  .in  the  foot  for  some  days.  The  en- 
tire covering  of  the  heel  was  now  removed,  leaving  a  large,  open,  granu- 
lating surface,  extending  from  the  instep  round  to  the  outer  ankle. 

July  1st.  The  wounds  are  now  filling  up  with  healthy  granulations. 

This  patient  was  in  the  habit  of  indulging  in  the  free  use  of  ardent 
spirits,  but  was  otherwise  healthy. 

June  29th.  An  Irishman,  aged  50  years,  while  driving  a  cart  at  East 
Boston,  loaded  with  gravel,  being  intoxicated,  fell,  and  one  of  the  wheels 
passed  over  him  ;  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  ardent  spirits  freely. 
The  right  leg  was  much  bruised,  with  a  lacerated  wound  of  the  integu- 
ments in  front  of  tibia,  beginning  three  inches  below  patella  and  extending 
downwards  five  inches.  The  integuments  were  separated  from  the  fibrous 
sheath  of  the  muscles,  so  that  the  finger  could  be  passed  under  in  all  di- 
rections to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  inches.  The  |)atient  reported  that 
considerable  haemorrhage  followed  the  injury,  which  had  now  nearly 
ceased.  The  lips  of  the  wound  were  immediately  brought  together  by 
four  straps  of  adhesive  plaster  applied  closely  around  the  limb,  and  com- 
presses wet  with  cold  water  ordered  for  the  night.  The  next  morning 
ibund  the  limb  swollen  and  tense ;  oozing  of  blood  had  continued  through 
the  night.     Solut.  sulph.  magnesias,   §  iij. 

July  2d.  Sloughing  of  skin  over  the  tibia.  Remove  the  adhesive  plas- 
ter and  api)ly  compresses  wet  with  diluted  alcohol. 

5tl).  Sloughing  of  the  integuments  has  continued  regularly,  until  a  large 
surface  has  been  removed  ;  the  restoration  of  the  parts  must  now  neces- 
sarily be  tedious  by  the  process  of  granulation. 

In  both  these  cases  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  has  aggravated 
the  ori'^inal  injury,  by  depressing  the  powers  of  the  system  and  diminish- 
ing the  ability  of  self-restoration  ;  particularly  in  the  first  case,  where 
union  by  adhesion  in  the  upper  wounds,  in  which  there  was  no  contusion, 
would  probably  liave  taken  place,  had  the  system  been  in  a  healthy 
condition. 
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PROLAPSUS   VAGINA   UUllING    LABOR. 

BY    C.    S.    MAGOUN,    M.D. 
[Communicated  Tor  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

A  FEW  months  since  1  was  ralleH,  in  consultation  with  another  physician 
of  this  place,  to  examine  a  sini^Mihir,  and  what  ap|)earecl  to  be  an  anoma- 
lous case  of  labor.  The  patient  was  taken  wiih  labor-pains  at  two  or 
three  o'clock.  A.  M.,  and  a  midwlj'e  sent  for,  who  attended  her  till  three 
o'clock.  P.  AI.,  in  hopes  the  labor  would  be  terminated.  But  about  this 
time  a  hard,  red,  oval  and  very  sensitive  tumor  presented  itself  at  the  os 
externum,  completely  filling  that  orifice.  She  became  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  the  patient,  and  1  was  sent  for.  Not  being  at  home,  another 
physician  was  called,  who  upon  examination  could  not  make  out  any 
clear  or  probable  diai^nosis,  and  came  for  me  himself,  greatly  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  the  patient. 

He  informed  me  of  the  situation  as  well  as  he  could,  but  could  not  re 
duce  the  tumor,  nor  tell  of  what  it  was   composed.     When   handled  it 
caused   extreme  suffering,  in  consequence  of  inflammation  of  the  parts. 
The  labor-pains  still  continued  with  force  and  regularity,  and  in  this  situa- 
tion 1  found  the  patient  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  examination  of  the  case,  we  found  a  small  orifice  posterior  to  the  oval 
tumor,  whicli  led  into  the  vagina.  We  now  endeavored  to  reduce  the 
tumor,  and  by  perseverance  during  the  absence  of  pains  succeeded,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  in  nearly  its  natural  position,  which  at  once  developed 
the  whole  case.  It  was  with  difficulty  it  could  be  retained  in  situ,  during 
the  uterine  pains,  as  they  exerted  great  force  upon  it,  but  still  it  was  evi- 
dent that  sucli  must  be  the  case,  or  labor  could  not  be  terminated  with 
safety.  To  accomplish  this,  a  roll  of  linen,  well  oiled,  was  introduced 
into  the  vagina  and  retained  there  by  an  assistant.  The  os  uteri  was 
firm  and  unyielding,  and  only  dilated  three  fourths  of  an  inch.  We 
deemed  it  expedient  under  the  circumstances,  if  possible,  to  allay  the 
pains  and  procure  some  rest  for  the  patient,  who  now  seemed  much  ex- 
hausted. Camphor,  gr.  x.  and  tine,  opii,  gr.  j.  was  now  administered. 
The  pulse  being  full  and  hard,  some  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm.  Three 
hours  after,  another  examination  was  made,  as  the  pains  still  continued, 
but  with  less  severity,  and  labor  had  not  advanced.  The  camphor  and 
opium  were  repeated,  the  roll  of  linen  was  re-introduced  into  the  vagina 
and  supported  by  a  T  bandage  and  an  assistant. 

In  this  situation  I  left  her,  having  been  suffering  strong  uterine  pains 
for  upwards  of  eighteen  hours.  From  this  time  the  pains  gradually 
ceased.  The  patient  soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep,  and  rested  well  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  Next  morning  the  roll  of  linen  was  removed 
from  the  vagina,  and  no  more  prolapsus  took  place.  In  two  weeks  from 
this  time  the  patient  was  again  taken  with  labor-pains,  and  after  a  few 
hours  of  suffering  was  safely  delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  without  any  un- 
usual symptoms  occurring. 

I  have  reported  the  above  case,  because  we  find  no  one  of  the  kind 
mentioned  in  any  author,  as  occurring  under  similar  circumstances,  and 
that  the  young,  tiinid,  or  inexperienced  physician  may  be  able  to  over- 
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come  the  difficulties  and  rightly  understand  such  a  simple,  thcugh  interest- 
ing case, 

Woodoille,  Miss.,  June  20th,  1841. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   GENERAL    HOSPITAL   REPORTS. 

We  are  gratified  at  the  prospect  of  coniiiiuing  lo  receive  regular  weekly 
reports  ot  the  surgical  practice  in  this  celebrated  Hospital.  Dr.  Town- 
send,  who  is  at  present  the  practising  surgeon,  is  an  expert  and  successful 
operator,  whose  name  is  favorably  known  to  those  who  have  been  medi- 
cally educated  in  Boston.  The  reports  show  what  cases  are  considered 
of  importance  by  the  surgeon  ;  and  the  instruction  gained  by  a  critical 
examination  of  them,  can  nowhere  else  be  obtained.  As  many  medical 
gentlemen  as  have  it  in  their  power,  should  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity of  follow'ing  Dr.  Townsend  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  the  public 
visiting  days,  through  the  wards  of  the  institution.  Medical  students 
from  the  country  would  find  it  for  their  advantaf^e  lo  be  in  regular  at-, 
tendance  two  or  three  months  before  the  commencement  of  the  lecture 
term. 

Anhml  Magnetism  in  Boston. — -Frequent  inquiry  is  made  if  we  do  not 
believe  ?  Believe  what  ?  Presuming  that  the  fever  is  nearly  at  the  turn- 
ing point,  those  who  know  most  about  it,  after  carefully  reflecting  upon 
the  momentous  subject,  which  is  represented  to  be  perfectly  astonishing, 
cannot  do  less  than  to  present  the  scientific  world  with  the  results  of  their 
observations.  How  would  a  minute  history  of  this  magnetic  mania  ap- 
pear in  print,  some  twelve  months  hence,  with  the  names  of  those  gentle- 
men appended  who  are  particularly  identified  in  the  present  march  of 
mysticism  ?  This  is  an  age  of  profound  investigation  ;  but  in  Dr.  Frank- 
lin's day  the  philosophers  of  the  school  to  which  he  belonged  were  so 
hasty  in  their  conclusions,  even  while  Mesnier  himself  was  living,  as 
to  declare  that  the  pretended  discovery  of  animal  magnetism  vvas  a  gross 
imposition,  unvvorthy  of  notice. 


Observations  on  the  Cure  of  Strabismus.* — When  Dr.  Dix,  some 
months  since,  presented  the  medical  community  with  an  admirable  jruide 
in  the  performance  of  the  new  operation  for  overcoming  muscular  distor- 
tions of  the  eye,  it  did  not  occur  to  us  that  any  ground  was  left  for  the 
cultivation  of  another  in  the  same  branch  of  surgery.  In  that,  however, 
we  were  certainly  mistaken,  since  Dr.  Post,  of  New  York,  has  published 
something  on  the  same  subject,  particularly  worthy  of  attention.  It  is  a 
small  book  of  only  sixty-seven  pages,  but  its  essential  character  depends 
upon  the  fact  that  it  contains  several  colored  plates,  so  distinctly  and  truly 

*  Observations  on  the  Cure  of  Strabismus.     By  Alfred  C.  Post,  M.D.   With  an  appendix  on  the  new 
operation  far  the  cure  of  Stammering.    New  York  :  O.  8.  Francis.     Pp.  67.     1841. 
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represenling  the  parts  involved  in  an  operation  for  strabismus,  thai  tliey 
will  certainly  be  ronsulled  by  all  respectable  surgeons  who  have  the  good 
fortune  to  procure  a  copy.  Etich  plate  reiiresenls  the  muscle  to  be  di- 
vided, coh)rod  to  the  life  ;  and  even  the  fingers  of  an  assistant  are  pictured 
in  the  posiiinn  in  which  they  should  be  placed  prejiaralory  to  an  incision 
of  the  conjuncliva. 

We  need  not  detail  the  excellences  of  each  engraving — it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  Dr.  Post  has  aniicipaled,  precisely,  the  wants  of  tlie  young 
and  inexperienced  operator.  With  this  manual,  aside  from  all  knowledge 
of  the  anatomy  of  the  orbit,  he  must  be  stupid,  indeed,  who  could  not 
bring  two  squinting  eves  into  parallelism  with  each  other. 

Anotlier  important  feature  in  this  charming  little  chirurgical  pioneer, 
is  the  inforniaiion  it  gives  on  the  new  operation  for  the  cure  of  stammer- 
ing,  accompanied  by  an  accurately-drawn  colored  plate,  showing  precisely 
wliere  to  reach,  the  genio-hyo-glossus  and  the  genio-hyoideus.  The  cele- 
brated Dieflenbach  first  operated  in  this  novel  manner  so  lately  as  the  26lh 
of  January,  of  the  present  year;  since  which  it  has  been  repealed  a  num- 
ber of  limes  in  Paris  by  Amusat,  Bandens,  Velpeau  and  others.  In  this 
country,  Dr.  Post,  the  author  now  under  consideration,  has  operated  only 
once,  Alay  21st,  one  month  before  Dr.  Schmidt — but  at  the  period  of  put- 
ting this  historical  sketch  to  press,  the  anmunt  of  good  resulting  froin  it 
seems  not  to  have  been  satisfactorily  determined. 

On  the  whole,  we  have  been  very  much  gratified  wiih  Dr.  Post's  modest 
attempt  to  provide  the  profession  with  a  safe  monitor  in  divisions  of  the 
muscles  of  the  eye.  Books  for  immediate  reference  must  not  be  monsters 
in  size.  Those  which  give  a  plain  yet  perfect  description  of  the  thing  to 
be  done,  are  really  desirable.  One  of  the  besetting  sins  of  book-makers 
in  our  day,  consists  in  throwing  ofT  theories  in  bulk,  instead  of  fads  in 
the  fewest  words. 


Dr.  Stewart  on  the  Diseases  of  Children. — Some  weeks  since,  a  few 
general  observations  were  made  on  the  character  of  a  large  volume  re- 
cently published  in  New  York,  on  that  all-important  subject  to  practitioners 
of  medicine  and  parents,  viz.,  the  diseases  of  children,  with  an  expectation 
of  renewing  the  topic  at  a  convenient  time.  Others  besides  ourselves 
have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  claims  of  Dr.  Stewart, 
Should  the  present  race  of  medical  critics  be  sparing  of  praise,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  posteritv  will  do  justice  to  the  patience,  genius,  and  profes- 
sional attainments  of  the  author.  It  is  no  uncommon  affiur  to  see  a  self- 
sufficient,  superficial,  unqualified  man,  demolishing  the  works  of  bis  supe- 
riors at  a  single  breath,  so  far  as  the  might  of  his  power  extends ;  but  it  is 
easier  to  de.-^troy  than  to  create.  If  any  one  can  produce  a  belter  book 
than  Dr.  Stewart  in  this  confessedly  difficult  department  of  medicine,  let 
us  have  it:  merit  shall  not  go  unrewarded.  But  there  is  no  prospect  of 
having  this  very  valuable  system  superseded  during  the  life-time  of  those 
who,  like  poodles,  bravely  bark  al  the  sun,  yet  strive  to  run  away  from 
their  own  shadows.  If  the  spirit  of  envy  could  be  supposed  to  have  any 
influence  over  a  cultivated  mind,  it  would  be  charitable  to  suspect  that  the 
rising  distinction  of  some  men  is  painful  in  the  extreme  to  such  as  are 
doomed  to  stand  at  the  base  of  the  column  and  look  upward  to  an  eleva- 
tion they  can  never  reach. 

A  wider  circulation  is  required  before  this  finished  and  elegant  book  can 
be  appreciated  by  the   whole  profession.     We  recommend   it  with  confi- 
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dence  to  our  country  friends — hoping  that  they  may  derive  as  much  satis- 
faction and  profit  in  the  study  of  its  puges  as  we  have  done.  With  the 
American  improved  edition  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and  Dr.  Stewart's  last 
and  be<t  production,  we  have  the  pith  and  marrow  of  all  the  respectable 
writers  on  the  cure  of  diseases,  for  a  century  past.  Those  in*  this  imme- 
diate vicinity,  who  have  not  yet  seen  the  work  here  alluded  to,  are  invited, 
to  consult  a  copy  at  the  Journal  office. 


The  late  Dr.  David  PaJmer. — When  the  death  of  this  cfentlennan  oc- 
curred, during  the  late  lecture  term  of  the  institution  in  which  he  was  a 
professor,  a  hope  was  e.xpresscd  that  some  one  of  his  numerous  friends 
would  furnish  a  biographical  sketch  of  a  man  whose  life  had  been  usefully 
spent  in  ameliorating  human  sufferings  ;  but  they  have  all  been  culpably 
slack  in  the  matter,  up  to  the  present  hour.  In  Mr.  Parker's  introductory 
lecture  before  the  Vermont  Medical  College,  we  have  found  a  short  but 
acceptable  notice  of  the  life  and  lamentable  death  of  Dr.  Palmer,  which  is 
deserving  of  a  higher  literary  place  than  the  leaves  of  a  shilling  pamphlet. 
We  regret  that  more  respect  is  not  shown  by  the  living  for  the  services  of 
the  dead — but  "  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind  "  seems  to  be  the  current  doc- 
trine of  the  day.  The  doctor's  son,  who  is  his  successor  in  the  College, 
should  not  suffer  liis  father's  memory  to  be  forgotten  in  the  archives  of 
medical  literature. 


Cutting  the  Muscles  of  the  Tongue. — Since  the  operation  of  dividing 
the  genio-hyo-glossus  muscles  as  a  remedy  for  stammering,  it  is  gravely 
asserted  that  the  art  has  been  practised  in  the  East  Indies  for  hundreds  of 
years  ;  and  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  being  carried  to  Europe,  led  to  the- 
idea  of  dividing  the  recti  muscles  for  the  cure  of  strabismus. 


Medical  Miscellany.  —  Dr.  Bandens,  an  eminent  French  surgeon,  who 
accompanied  the  Duke  of  Nemours  to  Africa,  has  returned  to  France.— 
In  the  city  of  Houston,  Texas,  which  has  been  settled  only  five  years, 
there  have  been  5000  burials — being  an  average  of  four  deaths  a  day,  the 
population  being  now  4000. — The  public  health  ai  New  Orleans  was  never 
belter  than  at  the  present  season.  No  alarms  have  been  raised  of  the  out- 
break of  yellow  fever,  the  scourge  most  to  be  dreaded. — Week  before 
last  the  deaths  by  smallpox  in  New  York  were  only  six — showing  the 
subsidence  of  the  disease.  It  is  still  prevailincr,  however,  more  or  less, 
over  the  country,  where  vaccination  is  neglected. — Dr.  Francisco  de 
Senlmanos  has  become  a  famous  military  leader  at  Tobasco. — -The 
milk-sicUness  of  the  far  West  is  still  prevailing,  notwithstanding  the  sup- 
posed discovery  that  frequently  salting  the  milch  cows  would  prevent  its 
development. — Twelve  hundred  sick  men  are  represented  to  be  on  the 
army  sick  list  in  Florida. — A  family  at  Salem,  N.  J.,  were  seriously  in- 
jured a  short  time  since  by  the  poisonous  glazing  of  a  dish,  on  which  a 
pie  had  been  baked. — Dr.  Nelson,  of  Saranac,  N.  Y.,  about  the  first  of 
June,  being  suddenly  called  to  visit  a  young  man  who  seemed  to  be  at  the 
point  of  death,  discovered  the  cause,  and  made  an  incision  two  inches 
\onrr  between  the  ribs  of  the  left  side,  through  which  eight  quarts  of  puru- 
lent matter  was  discharged.  The  patient  is  quite  comfortable,  yet  Dr. 
Nelson  is  fearful  that  he  will  not  ultimately  recover. 
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Notice. — On  account  of  the  sickness  of  the  publisher,  last  week's  No.  of  the 
Journal  was  delayed  one  day  in  its  publication  ;  it  was  also  found  necessary,  on 
account  of  other  work  in  the  office,  to  have  thit  No.  struck  off  at  another  estab- 
lishment, which  was  the  cause  of  its  bad  appearance.  It  is  hoped  the  above  will 
be  considered  a  sufficient  apology,  also,  for  any  typographical  errors  which  may 
have  been  noticed,  or  any  neglect  in  answering  letters  or  attending  to  orders. 

iMarkiki), — At  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  D.  T.  Jones,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Lawrence. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Bnslon  for  the  week  eiuliii>»  July  ]0,  30. —  Mules,  17  ;  reniiiles,  13.  Slillboin,  4. 
or  coMsiiinption,  2 — drowned,  1— s:n:ill|)n\,  3— dropsy  in  llie  head,  1— scarlet  fever,  3 — measles,  1  — 
intlammati  ii  of  the  brain,  1 — ciincer  in  the  stomach,  1 — canker,  I — teething,  2  — hoojiing  cough,  2 — 
erysipelas,  2 — accidental,  1 — dropsy,  1 — bowel  coin|dain(,  J — bronchitis,! — typhus  (ever,  J — lung  lever, 
1— inlemperance,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — dysentery,  1 — old  age,  1. 

U  E  O  1  S  T  E  R    OF    T  II  E     WEATHER^ 
Kepi  at  the  Stale  lAinallc  Ilospilal,  It'orcester,  Ms.     Lai.  42°  J5'  49".    Elctation4S3ft. 
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10 

Thur. 

58  8U  76 

29.39  29.38  29.32 

N  W 

Fair 

Foggy. 

ll'Frid. 

66  62  76 

29.19  29.10  2!). 06 

N  W 

Fair 

High  wind,  very  dusty. 

12|Satur. 

63  73 

70 

29.09  29.24 

29.30 

N  W 

Fair 

13|Sun. 

57  66 

62 

29.31  29.29 

29.26 

S 

Fair 

14  Mon.  1 

56  75 

66 

29.25:29.21 

29.23 

s 

Fair 

.20  inch  rain  in  the  night. 

1.5 

Tues. 

60  76 

67 

29.19  29.19 

29.21 

'  N  W 

Fair 

Burgundy  Rose  in  blossom. 

16 

Wed. 

56  73 

70 

2:).24, 29.36 

29.45 

N  W 

Fair 

Thnrnless  Rose  and  Cabbage  Rose  In  bios. 

17 

Thur. 

0  75 

68 

129.46 

29.55 

29.58 

s 

Fair 

Aurora  borealis. 

18 

Frid. 

62  08 

58 

29..56 

29.60 

29.60 

s 

Cloudy 

|.18  inch  rain. 

19 

Satur. 

54|65 

59 

29.55 

29.50  29.46] 

SE 

Cloudy    1 

1.09  inch  rain. 

20 1  Sun. 

52 

68 

60 

29.40 

29.40 

29.46 

N 

Fair 

21  Mon. 

50 

73 

67 

29.59 

29.61 

29.60 

N 

Fair 

Aurora  borealis. 

22  Tues. 

52 

66  04 

29.60]29..54 

29.48 

S 

Cloudy 

[High  wind. 

23  Wed. 

64 

78j74 

129.41  |29.3;i 

29.35 

S 

Fair 

[Showery,  very  little  rain. 

24  Thur. 

70 

75  66 

29.33  29.41 

29.47 

N 

Cloudv 

1 

25  Frid. 

62 

66  65 

I29.49I29.5I 

29.50 

N  E 

Cloudy 

Foggy  morning,     .20  inch  rain. 

26  Satur. 

64 

80  60 

29.45 '29.37 

29.35, 

SE   1 

Fair 

Foggy  morning. 

27  Sun. 

68 

78l74 

29.37 '29.42 129.40 

s  w 

Fair 

28 

Mon. 

6r< 

78  74 

29.34  29.32  29.34 

N  W 

Fair 

Showery. 

29 

Tues. 

66 

86  82 

29.38  29.39  29.38 

W 

Fair 

Storm  of  thunder  and  lightning. 

30 

Wed. 

|7. 

88  75 

29.35  29.34  29.30 

w 

Fair 

Warm  and  dry.     Showery.     .25 

nch  rain. 

The  month  of  June  has  been  favorable  for  ve£ 
of  hay  has  suffered  some,  but  is  fair.  The  field 
Rain  is  now  greatly  needed.  The  range  of  the 
from  46  to  89.     Rain  fallen,  .92  inches. 


relation.  The  latter  pari  of  it  has  been  dry.  The  crop 
crops  look  promisin::,  and  the  gardens  are  very  fine, 
barometer  has  been  from  29.06  to  29.61 ;  thermometer, 
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TENOTOMY— A   CASE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  wiih  your  request,  I  report  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing case  of  tenotomy.  The  subject  of  the  operation  is  a  man  set.  27, 
slender  constitution,  nervous  temperament.  His  father,  a  worthy  clergy- 
man, informs  me  that  his  son  at  birth  was  small  and  feeble,  but  not  de- 
formed ;  he  continued  feeble  a  number  of  years.  When  about  one  year 
old  his  lower  limbs  began  to  draw  up.  ^  He  was  unable  to  walk  till  more 
than  three  years  old,  and  then  very  awkwardly,  with  his  limbs  much 
bent.  The  muscles  continued  to  contract  for  several  years,  until  the  legs 
made  nearly  a  right  angle  w  ith  the  thighs.  The  heels  were  also  somewhat 
drawn  up.  From  that  time  to  the  present  there  has  been  little  alteration 
in  the  deformity.  The  limbs  are  nearly  alike  ;  very  much  wasted,  and 
but  limited  motion  in  the  knee  and  ankle  joints  ;  tolerably  full  motion  of 
the  hip-joints,  but  the  thighs  do  not  admit  of  perfect  extension.  He  walks 
with  great  difficulty.  The  action  of  the  extensor  and  flexor  muscles  is 
simultaneous  and  equally  balanced,  presenting  the  appearance,  when 
walking,  of  almost  complete  anchylosis  of  the  hip,  knee,  and  ankle  joints. 
Progression  is  principally  made  by  swinging  the  body  from  side  to  side,  de- 
scribing with  each  foot  the  segment  of  a  circle,  with  the  toes  much  turned 
out.  The  faculty  of  the  alternate  action  of  the  flexor  and  extensor  mus- 
cles has  not  been  acquired  to  any  great  extent. 

The  deformity  is  evidently  produced  by  shortening  of  the  flexor  mus- 
cles. Division  of  the  tendons  of  these  muscles,  according  to  the  late 
method  adopted  for  the  cure  of  deformed  feet,  offers  a  fair  prospect  of 
success  in  this  case.  With  the  aid  of  Drs.  Young  and  Parker,  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1840,  I  divided  the  hamstrings  and  tendo-Achillis  of  the  left 
limb,  in  the  following  manner  :  The  patient  being  placed  upon  a  bed, 
face  downward,  with  the  knee  resting  on  a  board  to  prevent  the  limb  from 
settling  so  far  into  the  bed  as  to  render  the  operation  inconvenient,  a  punc- 
ture was  made  with  a  lancet  on  each  side  of  the  ham,  through  which  a 
probe-pointed  bistoury  was  introduced,  and  passed  between  the  skin  and 
the  sheaths  of  the  tendons,  flatwise ;  the  edge  being  turned  towards  the 
tendon,  which  was  now  made  tense,  it  was  divided,  and  its  sheath  par- 
tially so,  by  repeated,  short,  gentle  strokes,  until  the  tendon  separated. 
The  undivided  portions  of  the  sheaths  resisting  considerably  the  extension 
of  the  limb,  after  the  division  of  the  tendons,  they  were  completely  divided, 
which  allowed  the  limb  to  be  brought  nearly  straight  without  straining. 
34 
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Extending  the  leg  increased  the  extension  of  the  foot  so  much  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  divide  the  tendo-Achillis  in  order  to  secure  any  benefit 
from  cutting  the  hamstrings.  This  tendon  was  divided  as  the  others 
were,  by  cutting  down  upon  it  with  a  bistoury  passed  through  a  lateral 
puncture  made  with  a  lancet.  The  whole  hmb  now  came  into  very  satis- 
factory shape.  There  was  slight  hasmorrhage  from  the  ham,  none  from 
the  ankle.  The  punctures  were  closed  with  patches  of  court-plaster, 
compresses  and  rollers  were  applied,  and  the  limb  extended  upon  a  strip 
of  clapboard,  with  the  foot  at  right  angle  with  the  leg,  and  secured  with 
a  few  turns  of  the  roller  bandage  at  the  ujjper  part  of  the  thigh,  at  the 
ankle,  and  over  the  knee.  The  only  after-treatment  found  necessary, 
was  keeping  the  dressings  wet  with  spirit  and  water.  No  inflammation 
ensued.  The  patient  complained  of  some  pain  in  the  knee-joint  after  a 
few  hours,  which  did  not  subside  until  the  limb  was  allowed  to  be  flexed, 
two  weeks  after  the  operation. 

On  the  2d  day  of  June  following,  the  right  limb  was  operated  upon 
in  the  same  manner,  and  received  the  same  treatment  up  to  the  fifth  day 
from  the  operation,  but  the  result  was  less  favorable.  Patient  went  on  well 
to  the  third  day.  I  did  not  see  him  again  till  the  5th,  when  I  found  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  had  attacked  the  posterier  part  of  the  thigh,  which 
was  much  swollen,  hard,  tender  and  painful  ;  pulse  frequent  and  quick  ; 
pain  in  the  head  ;  thirst ;  tongue  coated  and  dry  ;  skin  rather  hot  and  dry. 
On  removing  the  dressings,  one  of  the  punctures  was  open  and  somewhat 
enlarged ;  some  discharge  of  very  offensive  bloody  matter.  I  imme- 
diately enlarged  the  opening,  and  pressed  out  nearly  two  ounces  of  highly 
foetid  and  partially  broken-down  coagula.  A  fermenting  poultice  was 
applied  to  the  wound,  and  the  remainder  of  the  ihigh  was  directed  to  be 
kept  wet  with  a  solution  of  ac.  plumbi,  in  vinegar  and  water ;  placed  the 
patient  on  his  side  with  the  leg  bent.  Fifteen  grs.  submur.  hydr.  were 
administered ;  sulph.  mag.  directed  to  be  given  in  four  hours,  to  move  the 
bowels  freely. 

On  the  following  day  the  symptoms  were  more  favorable.  The  pain, 
tenderness,  swelling  and  hardness  of  the  thigh,  less — much  less  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  The  poultices  have  received  considerable  offensive 
bloody  and  purulent  matter  from  the  wound  ;  nearly  an  ounce  was  forced 
out  at  the  last  dressing.  The  submur.  has  operated  favorably  without  the 
aid  of  the  salts. 

June  14th.  The  inflammation  has  nearly  subsided.  Discharge  slight, 
purulent ;  no  febrile  excitement ;  appetite  returned  ;  patient  feels  very  com- 
fortable, and  in  good  spirits.  The  limb  was  extended  to-day  without 
much  complaint.  Placed  the  patient  on  his  back,  with  the  limb  resting 
on  a  pillow  to  prevent  painful  extension. 

17th.  Bears  extension  of  the  limb  very  well  ;  it  cannot  be  brought 
quite  straight  without  pain,  however.  Wound  not  disposed  to  heal.  Ap- 
plied nit.  argent,  to  wound,  and  brought  the  sides  together  with  sticking 
plaster.  Application  of  the  caustic  was  repeated  several  times,  at  inter- 
vals of  two  days.  The  limb  was  kept  extended  three  weeks  from  this 
date,  when  the  patient  was  allowed  to  bend  his  limbs  and  exercise  theni 
at  pleasure.     Very  little  pain  or  tenderness  ;  wound  closed. 
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30th.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  has  occurred  since  17th.  Laxatives 
and  tonics  were  had  recourse  to  from  the  time  the  febrile  symptoms 
passed  off.  He  walks  abroad  daily,  and  with  more  ease  than  before  the 
operation. 

There  are  two  prominent  points  of  interest  in  this  case.  The  first  is 
the  rapidity  and  regularity  with  which  the  spaces  between  the  ends  of 
the  divided  tendons  were  filled  with  the  appropriate  substance  in  both 
limbs,  more  especially  in  the  right  ham,  where  circumstances  could  have 
been  hardly  less  favorable.  The  second  is  the  cause  of  the  erysipelas. 
Was  it  the  confinement  of  putrid  blood  in  the  ham  ?  admission  of  air 
into  the  wound  at  the  time  of  the  operation  ?  or  was  it  the  division  of  the 
tendons  under  an  unfavorable  state  of  the  system  ?  1  am  inclined  to  im- 
pute it  to  the  confinement  of  blood  in  a  putrescent  state,  because  the 
disease  soon  subsided  after  the  removal  of  the  blood,  which  would  not 
have  been  the  case  if  the  air  had  been  the  cause,  for  its  free  passage  into 
the  wound  could  not  be  prevented  at  each  dressing,  which  would  have 
prolonged  the  inflammation — and  it  appears  quite  certain  that  the  tendons 
or  their  sheaths  could  not  have  been  seriously  irritated,  otherwise  they 
would  not  have  united  so  readily  as  they  did.  Had  the  ham  been 
bandaged  tighter  for  a  few  days,  probably  there  would  have  been  less 
haemorrhage  and  a  complete  absorption  of  the  blood. 

July  2,  1841.  The  present  condition  of  the  patient  is  not  so  good  as 
I  had  confidently  hoped  it  would  be  at  this  time.  Yet  enough  has  been 
accomplished  to  recommend  favorably  the  operation  in  similar  cases. 
The  want  of  complete  success  I  impute  principally  to  sadly  deficient  in- 
telligence in  my  patient.  He  has  not  yet  acquired  the  faculty  of  alter- 
nating the  action  of  the  extensor  and  flexor  muscles  to  much  extent, 
which  gives  a  stiffness  to  his  gait.  But  instead  of  swinging  from  side  lo 
side,  with  his  toes  scraping  the  ground,  he  goes  direcdy  forward,  while 
the  heels  are  disposed  to  scrape.  He  can  stand  tolerably  straight  with  an 
effort — but  when  walking,  bends  the  limbs  to  save  an  effort  of  the  exten- 
sor muscles  of  the  legs.  Nothing  appears  necessary  but  a  thorough  edu- 
cation of  the  muscles,  to  enable  him  to  walk  well. 

Harvard,  July  2,  1841.  Very  respectfully, 

E.    A.    HOLMAN. 


DR.  COMSTOCK  ON  THE   PATHOLOGY  OF  FEVER.— ESSAY  IV. 

That  the  seat  of  yellow  fever  is  the  stomach,  the  most  eminent  writers 
aoree.  We  may  on  this  point,  among  others,  refer  to  Drs.  Rush,  Phy- 
sick,  Jackson  and  Waring ;  the  latter  of  whom  examined  at  Savannah, 
in  1820,  no  less  than  60  bodies  dead  of  that  disease.  In  some  of  these 
the  inflammation  or  irritation  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  yet  the  stomach  was  the  centre,  and  its  mucous  membrane  the  part 
most  morbidly  affected.  The  small  vessels  of  it,  which  in  a  healthy  state 
contain  only  serum,  were  distended  with  red  blood ;  and  the  matter  of 
black  vomit,  which  he  thought  to  be  neither  blood  nor  bile,  was  a  secre- 
tion, or  transformation,  of  the  contents  of  those  minute  vessels.     When 
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hemorrhage  preceded  the  vomiting  of  black  matter,  it  was  owing  to  their 
having  burst.  But  hemorrhage  afterwards  was  referred  to  ulceration  or 
sphacelation  of  the  same  inner  coat  of  the  stomach ;  and  which  might, 
although  less  frequently,  take  place  in  any  part  of  the  canal,  "  and  even 
on  the  tongue  J'  One  novel  view  he  entertained,  which  was,  that  with- 
out much  alteration  of  the  capillary  vessels,  the  matter  of  black  vomit 
might  be  effused,  without  any  mark  of  inflammation — and  what  was  still 
more  strange,  with  apparent  relief  to  the  stomach. 

Dr.  Deveze,  in  the  yellow  fever  at  Philadelphia  in  1793,  describes 
the  stomach  and  intestines  as  highly  inflamed,  thickened,  gangrenous,  in 
spots,  and  containing  coagula,  with  fetid  and  black  materials.  The  brain 
was  found  in  appearance  healthy,  as  was  the  liver  sometimes,  but  not  al- 
ways. And  it  is  worthy  of  very  particular  notice,  that  the  lungs  were 
found,  as  in  the  pneumonia  typhoides,  when  epidemic  in  winter  in  the 
northern  states,  gangrenous.  But  this  state  of  the  lungs  is  not  mentioned 
by  every  writer  on  yellow  fever.  Indeed,  the  paramount  point  of  agree- 
ment is,  that  the  stomach  is  the  seat  of  the  most  constant,  the  most 
marked,  the  most  extensive  morbid  injury  and  fatal  lesion  of  all  the  vis- 
cera. Still,  by  ascertaining  the  seat  of  a  disease,  we  do  not  always  as- 
certain why  it  is  there  seated,  nor  the  cause  of  such  location.  Nor  do 
we  find  out,  what  of  all  other  things  we  most  desire  to  know,  wh(;ther 
these  morbid  appearances  of  the  stomach  are  the  causes,  or  only  the  con- 
sequences, of  yellow  fever.  And  if  it  is  answered  that  they  are  causes 
of  the  fever,  still  the  inquirer  would  be  wont  to  follow  up  his  question  by 
inquiring,  what  caused  the  distension  of  the  serous  vessels  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach— the  acrimony  of  its  contents,  which  exco- 
riated the  throat,  mouth  and  tongue — and  the  blackness  of  the  black 
vomit  ? 

We  are,  contrary  to  our  previous  impressions,  compelled  to  believe 
them  consequences,  all  of  them,  of  that  cause  which  produces  the  fever, 
showing  itself  locally.  One  argument  in  favor  of  this,  and  indeed  a  prin- 
cipal one,  and  one  of  such  force  and  weight  that  we  know  no  means  of 
parrying  it,  is,  that  in  those  cases  which  destroy  life  the  soonest,  there  are 
none  of  these  phenomena,  nor  any  other  local  lesion,  nor  morbid  ap- 
pearances, discoverable  on  dissection.*  The  inference  from  which  is,  that 
the  universal  diffusion  of  the  cause,  over  the  whole  system,  prevents  such 
concentration  of  it  as  to  produce  blood-shot  capillaries,  inflamed  mem- 
branes, acrid  secretions,  or  black  vomiting  ;  whilst  the  lungs  lose  the 
power  of  oxygenating  the  blood,  the  brain  of  influencing  the  heart,  and 
the  heart  of  carrying  on  the  circulation.  Hence,  as  local  affections  are 
most  intolerable,  toothache  being  more  complained  of  than  consumption, 
so  those  cases  which  proved  most  suddenly  fatal,  were  such  as  disturbed 
the  patient  the  least ;  who  would  scarce  own  himself  unwell,  when  his 
physician  found  his  pulse  intermitting,  feeble,  slow,  or  scarcely  percepti- 
ble ;  his  skin  cold  and  a  viscid  moisture  upon  it.  This  was  not,  however, 
a  true  description  of  every  suddenly  fatal  case  ;  some  being  seized  with 
violent  terror,  and  quickly  losing  their  senses  and  all  power  of  voluntary 
motion,  with  severe  tremor,  died  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  hours.     Both 

*  See  Deveze,  Savarcsy  and  Bally. 
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kinds  of  these  sudden  cases  are,  however,  directly  in  point  of  the  position 
which  we  have  in  view,  as  exhibiting  no  disorganization,-  inflammation, 
effusion  nor  sphacelation,  when  examined  after  death ;  the  febrile  poison 
resembling  in  its  effects  the  poison  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  in  the  smalhiess 
of  the  pulse,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  in  occasioning  death  without 
leaving  any  trace  of  local  action  whatever — whilst  the  more  numerous 
cases  in  which  death  is  preceded  by  black  vomit,  may  be,  in  the  lesions 
of  the  stomach,  compared  to  poisoning  with  arsenic.  Still  there  is  this 
difference — the  yellow  fever  stomach  is  disorgariized  by  the  local  deter- 
mination of  universal  disease  to  that  particular  part;  whilst  the  stomach, 
deranged  by  arsenic,  has  the  deleterious  agent  locally  applied  to  that 
organ. 

Again,  in  the  cases  which  we  have  compared  to  poisoning  with  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  life  was  extinguished  without  re-action  or  any  local  determi- 
nation, inflammation  or  sphacelus  ;  the  fomes  of  fever  being  so  delete- 
rious and  abundant,  as  at  once  to  prostrate  nervous  energy  and  sangui- 
neous circulation.  Consequently,  the  senses,  the  muscular  strength,  and 
life  itself,  were  at  once  laid  in  ruins. 

The  bladder,  in  yellow  fever,  was  found  inflamed,  contracted,  and  con- 
taining black,  bloody,  and  fetid  urine  ;  differing  in  that  respect  from  pneu- 
monia typhoides,  in  which  the  urine  was  copious,  although  sometimes  very 
high  colored.  The  state  of  the  stomach  in  the  latter  did  not  usually  ex- 
hibit anything  comparable  to  the  malignant  lesions  of  the  former,  but  was 
loaded  with  a  vast  amount  of  gelatinous  slime,  looking  like  the  white  of 
an  egg;  and  a  viscid  perspiration,  but  not  critical,  was  spontaneously  ex- 
truded on  the  surface,  of  w  hich  the  whole  of  the  other  secretions,  includ- 
ing the  gastric  juice,  partook,  as  respects  their  viscosity. 

All  epidemics  of  high  malignity  have  many  symptoms  in  common. 
So  much  so,  that  some  have  supposed  that  when  Hippocrates  was  manag- 
ing the  plague  of  Athens,  he  was  in  reality  combating  the  yellow  fever. 
And  others  find  in  the  ivinter  fever,  and  neio  fever,  of  Sydenham,  our 
winter  epidemics,  and  pneumonia  typhoides.  We  are  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  the  latter  opinion  may  be  correct,  and  that  there  was  a  cessa- 
tion of  that  particular  disease  as  an  epidemic,  from  1685  to  1811.  Pos- 
sibly, however,  John  Bell  might  have  seen  it  a  few  yeai-s  preceding,  as  he 
describes  its  symptoms  very  precisely.*  He  also  tells  us,  that  in  the 
plague  and  in  low  and  pestilential  fevers,  the  heart  enlarges — which  is  no 
more  wonderful  than  what  we  have  previously  mentioned  respecting  the 
thickening  and  increased  volume  of  the  tongue,  which  may,  as  before 
hinted,  be  considered  as  an  index  not  only  of  the  stale  of  the  stomach, 
but  far  more  extensively  of  the  other  viscera  likewise. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  these  phenomena  in  order 
to  account  for  the  usual  symptoms  of  pneumonia  notha,  or  typhoides,  the 
want  of  oxygenation  in  the  blood  being  for  the  most  part  sufficient ;  al- 
though an  enlarged  heart,  which  is  "  curbed  in  its  actions,"  would  pre- 
sent a  serious  source  of  disaster — and  more  especially  if  John  Bell's 
views  be  carried  still  farther,  that  the  heart  of  the  lungs  and  the  heart  of 
the  body  do  not  always  act  simultaneously,  but  that  one  may  move  inde- 

•  See  his  Anatomy,  Vol.  II.— on  the  symptoms  of  peripneumonia  notha,  pas.  136-137. 
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pendently  of  the  other.  Supposing  that  the  work  of  a  proper  circulation 
through  the  lungs  was  greatly  impeded,  we  have  a  clue  to  the  cough,  dif- 
ficult respiration,  and  engorgement,  of  the  aerial  organs  ;  whilst  low  deli- 
rium, stupor,  tremor,  irregular  or  suppressed  pulse,  coldness  of  the  ex- 
tremities, which  nothing  could  overcome,  with  oppression,  anxiety,  and 
a  livid  color,  would  at  once  receive  an  explanation  from  ill-oxydated  blood 
being  sent  to  the  brain. 

There  are  certain  considerations  with  respect  to  sudden  deaths  and  en- 
tire escapes  from  fever,  during  the  prevalence  of  deadly  epidemics,  which 
occur  to  us  here ;  and  we  may  also  include  those  who  are  very  ill  and 
yet  recover.  If  the  cause  be  very  much  concentrated  and  the  predispo- 
sition very  great,  persons  may  perish,  as  we  have  seen,  before  fever,  in- 
flammation, or  any  local  lesion,  has  time  to  form.  In  cases  more  protract- 
ed, one  organ,  as  the  stomach,  may  be  more  debilitated  than  other  parts, 
and  the  main  force  of  the  disease  fall  upon  it,  and  immense  suffering  and 
disorganization  ensue.  But  a  third  class  may  have  no  particular  part 
predisposed  to  receive  morbid  impressions,  and  withal  a  constitution  calcu- 
lated to  bear  up  under  the  influence  of  causes  vastly  concentrated,  even 
such  as  would  kill  others  who  had  a  brain  and  heart  more  irritable  ;  and 
thus  they  escape,  although  they  may  have  as  many  or  more  premonitory 
signs  of  coming  down  as  those  who  do  come  down,  perhaps  to  die.  It  is 
thus  that  a  practitioner  may  not  be  able  to  judge,  or  prognosticate,  so  ac- 
curately at  first,  who  is  about  to  be  seriously  ill,  as  he  is  of  the  seriously 
ill  who  is  likely  to  recover  or  to  sink. 

There  are  some  other  considerations  of  great  weight  in  accounting  for 
unexpected  escapes  and  surprising  recoveries.  Some  persons  have,  from 
hereditary  predispositions  to  certain  diseases,  such  as  insanity,  gout,  scrofu- 
la, apoplexy,  fee,  a  contra-stimulus,  or  counter-irritation,  within  themselves, 
which  does  more  to  secure  immunity  from  the  fomes  of  fever,  than  all 
the  boasted  prophylactics.  And  even  if  they  are,  as  still  they  may  be, 
severely  attacked,  they  are  thus  made  more  sure  of  recovery,  than  by  all 
the  counter-irritants  their  physician  could  devise.  The  influenza,  in  its 
last  extensive  visit  through  the  United  States,  proved  very  severe  and 
considerably  mortal  in  some  parts  of  South  Carolina.  But  it  was  ob- 
served that  corpulent  people  escaped  the  epidemic.  This,  whether  cor- 
rectly or  not,  was  imputed  to  their  greater  capacity  to  retain  heat  and  re- 
sist cold,  than  that  of  those  who  had  not  so  warm  a  fleshy  covering. 
Again,  the  cause  of  almost  any  disease  may  fall  so  equally  upon  the  sys- 
tems of  some,  as  to  produce  no  considerable  morbid  impression  upon  any 
one  part ;  so  that  as  every  part,  external  and  internal,  skin,  nerves,  vis- 
cera, muscles  and  bloodvessels,  bear  all  their  just  proportion,  no  harm  en- 
sues, or  only  a  very  slight  indisposition.  That  the  stimulus  of  ardent 
spirits  in  those  who  use  them  to  great  excess  does  not  produce  fever,  was 
to  us  formerly  very  unaccountable  until  this  solution  occurred.  They  ap- 
pear to  excite  the  brain,  heart,  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  muscles  and  capil- 
laries, in  such  an  equal  ratio,  that  no  fever  is  usually  produced.  Not- 
withstanding which,  when  such  persons  are  attacked,  their  power  of  re- 
sisting disease  is  immensely  diminished.  But  that  in  very  large  potations 
ardent  spirits  do  have  a  local  termination  to  the  brain,  is  fully  proved  by 
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alcohol,  in  such  a  concentrated  state  as  to  burn,  having  been  found  in  the 
ventricles  of  those  who  have  died  drunk. 

When  there  is  great  excitement  in  the  arteries,  with  atony  in  the  veins 
and  capillaries,  an  eifort  ensues  to  restore  an  equality  in  the  circulation, 
and  fever  is  the  consequence,  without  iuflanmiation,  or  partial  determination. 
But  when  atony  occurs  in  any  one  viscus,  or  only  partially  on  the  skin, 
there  is  inflammation  of  that  viscus,  or  erysipelas  on  the  cutis.  Further, 
if  there  is  universal  atony,  there  may  arise  what  has  been  by  Mr.  Hunter 
termed  the  stiinuhis  of  necessity,  or  what  the  Brunonians  term  asthenic 
inflammation — which,  however,  Broussais  would  deny,  and  so  far  we  be- 
lieve him  correct.  But  when  he  makes  the  struggle  that  ensues  to  con- 
sist in  sthenic  inflammation,  he  falls  into  a  greater  error  than  he  corrects; 
there  being  in  fact  no  kind  of  inflammation,  but  only  a  re-action  which  is 
often  salutary,  as  it  restores  lost  energy  and  a  depressed  pulse  to  a  more 
healthy  beat. 

We  at  one  period  thought  it  might  be  possible  to  settle  the  question 
whether  yellow  fever  was  imported,  and  was  a  distinct  disease  from  the 
high  grades  of  indigenous  bilious  remittents  of  our  own  country,  by  a  re- 
ference to  post-mortem  inspections.  But  upon  further  investigation  we 
find  that  autopsies  of  this  kind  vary,  as  do  the  symptoms  during  disease. 
A  yellow  skin  and  black  vomit  have  been  thought  the  most  certain  signs 
of  an  imported  contagion.  Still,  death  may  take  place  without  them,  in 
the  same  season,  same  infected  district,  same  house,  and  same  family.  It 
is  a  curious  fact  that  Mr.  Charles  Curtis,  an  eminent  medical  character  of 
the  Anglo-East  Indies,  speaks  of  yellow  fever  as  being  carried  from  the 
United  States  to  the  West  Indies ;  he  considering  it  indigenous  in  the 
former,  and  imported  when  it  appears  in  the  latter. 

There  is  one  point  of  distinction  between  yellow  and  remittent  fever 
■which  has  been  observed  in  the  West  Indies,  which  is  important  in  set- 
tling its  pathognomy  there.  It  is  this,  that  yellow  fever  very  seldom 
seizes  those  who  are  habituated  to  the  climate,  whilst  remittent  fever  is 
wont  to  harass  them  all  their  lives.  This  is  certainly  calculated  to  prove 
a  difference  not  confined  to  grade,  but  one  that  is  radical.  At  the  same 
time  this  writer  (A.  Manson,  Esq.,  late  surgeon  in  the  British  navy)  dis- 
believes its  importation  from  Boullam,  as  Dr.  Chisholm  supposed,  into 
Grenada,  or  that  it  is  contagious.*  Yet  in  acknowledging  a  total  dif- 
ference between  it  and  remittent  fever,  he  puts  into  the  hands  of  the 
contagionists  the  heaviest  war-club  that  they  have  ever  possessed  ;  it  hav- 
ing been  long  contended  by  the  non-contagionisls  in  this  country,  that 
yellow  fever  is  only  a  higher  grade  of  our  indigenous  bilious  remittent  fe- 
vers, exalted  by  heat  and  the  local  miasm  of  putrefying  substances,  foul 
streets,  foul  ships,  habitations  and  clothing.  Now  as  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Curtis,  that  we  Americans  have  the  yellow  fever  amongst  us,  and 
export  it  to  the  West  Indies,  it  forms  a  curious  example  of  the  universality 
of  deception.  That  crews  of  American  vessels  are  often  attacked  in 
numbers  and  die  there,  when  there  is  no  alarm  before  their  arrival,  gives 
a  speciousness  to  the  opinion.  The  expeditions  to  Martinique,  Gauda- 
loupe,  and  the  Havana,  when  in   1756  England  and   America  acted  in 

*  Mr.  Manson  having  been  attached  to  the  West  India  station,  had  seen  the  disease  there. 
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concert,  were  attended  with  a  most  appalling  and  liorrid  loss  of  life ;  and 
this,  when  it  does  not  appear  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  were 
suffering  any  sickness  at  all.  This  might  have  given  origin  to  the  strange 
notion  that  English  and  American  troops  brought  the  fever  with  them, 
when  they  were  dying  by  hundreds,  whilst  there  was  no  unusual  mortality 
before  their  arrival,  nor  afterwards  except  among  themselves.  Dr.  Hun- 
ter informs  us  that  of  5000  troops  who  took  possession  of  St.  Lucie, 
scarcely  a  man  of  the  original  number  remained  at  the  end  of  one  year ; 
although  the  sword  of  the  enemy  had  destroyed  an  inconsiderable 
number. 

A  disease  of  the  tropics,  depending  entirely  for  its  existence  upon  a  tro- 
pical climate,  cannot  appear  where  the  heat,  in  some  part  or  portion  of 
the  country  or  season,  is  not  tropical.  But  the  atmospheric  poison  of 
yellow  fever  becomes  congenial  to  the  acclimated  population,  and  sud- 
denly poisons  those  only  whose  habits  are  uncontaminated.  Just  as 
opium,  ardent  spirits,  and  three  regular  and  full  meals  a  day,  destroy  the 
Indians  of  this  country,  because  neither  they  nor  their  ancestors  were 
used  to  them.  Whilst  the  whites  use  them  all  and  often  to  excess,  and 
remain  in  comparative  health. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL.— SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY   S.  D.  TOWNSEND,  M.D.,  SURGEON. 

Fractures  of  the  Leg. — July  3d.  P.  D.,  aet.  37,  employed  as  a  sawyer 
in  a  ship-yard  at  Medford  ;  while  moving  a  stick  of  timber,  it  rolled  over 
and  struck  his  leg  against  another  timber.  The  right  leg,  upon  his  admis- 
sion, was  found  much  swollen  and  tender.  Upon  pressure  along  the  spine 
of  the  tibia,  five  inches  above  the  malleolus,  he  had  acute  pain,  and  by 
rotating  the  foot  slightly,  distinct  crepitus  was  felt,  and  the  bone  gave 
way  at  this  point.  The  fibula  could  not  be  distinctly  felt  on  account  of 
the  swelling.  The  foot  was  slightly  everted,  but  on  placing  it  in  its  na- 
tural position,  the  axes  of  the  fractured  portions  of  the  tibia  became  coin- 
cident. A  roller  was  applied  to  the  foot  as  far  as  the  ankle,  and  a  tailed 
bandage  from  thence  to  the  knee,  the  limb  to  be  kept  wet  with  diluted 
alcohol.  Over  this  were  applied  three  splints  well  padded,  extending 
from  the  knee  to  the  bottom  of  the  foot,  two  of  them  having  a  hole  at  the 
bottom  to  receive  the  projection  at  the  ankle. 

July  13lh.  Upon  examination  found  the  swelling  very  much  diminish- 
ed ;  the  fractured  portions  have  retained  their  position  perfectly.  Apply 
the  starch  bandage. 

The  next  case  is  a  stout  athletic  man,  aged  36  years,  who  was  standing 
(July  9th)  at  the  door  of  a  shop,  when  a  person,  who  was  running  out,  un- 
intentionally kicked  him  severely  upon  the  right  leg,  breaking  both  bones. 
He  represented  his  health  as  good,  except  that  he  has  been  subject  to 
epilepsy  since  childhood,  and  denied  having  taken  any  ardent  spirit  for 
many  months,  although  apparently  intoxicated  when  admitted.  The  sub- 
sequent history  of  the  case,  however,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  his  asser- 
tions on  this  point  were  not  to  be  believed.     On  examination,  the  integu- 
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merits  were  contused  over  the  middle  of  the  tibia,  which  was  fractured 
obliquely  about  four  and  a  half  inches  above  the  malleolus  of  the  fibula 
five  inches  higher.  From  the  shortness  of  the  lower  fragment  and  the 
action  of  the  muscles,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  keeping  the  fractured 
ends  in  apposition  ;  the  sharp  end  of  the  upper  fragment  projected  nearly 
through  the  skin  ;  the  foot  was  everted,  with  distinct  crepitus  on  slight 
motion.  Extension  was  made  on  the  leg  by  an  assistant,  while  the  frac- 
tured ends  were  brought  into  apposition  and  a  tailed  bandage  applied 
closely  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee.  A  splint  was  then  placed  on  each 
side  of  the  limb  and  confined  by  tapes.  By  these  means  the  foot  was 
found  to  preserve  its  natural  position,  and  the  leg  its  proper  length. 
The  second  da}'  from  the  date  of  the  injury  he  was  seized  with  a  fit, 
attended  with  convulsions,  during  which  the  fractured  limb  was  much 
deranged  by  his  exertions.  The  succeeding  night  he  suffered  from  severe 
cramps  in  his  limb,  followed  by  great  agitation  and  excitement.  Delirium 
tremens  supervened  ;  it  became  necessary  to  confine  him  by  straps  to  the 
bed,  to  prevent  increased  injury  to  the  limb,  and  on  the  fourth  day  from 
the  occurrence  of  the  fracture  he  died. 

Autopsy,  five  hours  after  Death. — The  organs  generally  were  found 
healthy.  The  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  was  rather  soft,  thin  and  opaque. 
The  arachnoid  membrane  was  slightly  injected,  and  rather  thicker  and 
more  adherent  than  usual.  The  ventricles  contained  about  the  usual 
quantity  of  serum.  The  exterior  of  the  injured  limb  presented  an  entire 
black  surface,  in  front  occasioned  by  the  exertions  of  the  patient  to  remove 
the  dressings  from  the  leg.  The  tibia  was  fractured  obliquely  upwards, 
commencing  anteriorly  and  passing  backwards  ;  the  fibula  five  inches 
above  it,  splitting  the  bone  to  the  extent  of  four  inches. 

All  surgeons  of  experience  agree  in  the  fatality  of  delirium  tremens 
when  following  fracture,  more  especially  when  it  is  compound  ;  and  in 
this  case  the  patient  being  subject  to  epilepsy,  added  another  reason  for 
giving  a  fatal  prognosis.  Drunkards  often  become  delirious  and  die  in 
consequence  of  fractures  and  other  severe  injuries.  / 


CASE  OF  COMPOUND  COMMINUTED  FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.] 

Leicester  Holloway,  aged  21  years,  residing  in  the  town  of  Homes- 
field,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  had  his  skull  fractured  badly  on  the  night  of 
the  11th  of  July  last,  by  the  explosion  of  a  small  cannon.  I  was  called 
at  midnight  by  Dr.  Dickinson,  his  attending  physician,  about  three  hours 
after  the  accident.  1  found  him  covered  with  blood,  and  perfectly  in- 
sensible and  comatose.  On  the  right  side  of  the  head,  in  the  situation 
of  the  temple,  was  an  extensive  wound,  four  inches  in  diameter,  through 
which  the  brain  protruded,  followed  by  alarming  hemorrhage.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject,  I  proceeded  to  a  further  examination,  and  having 
removed  the  hair  and  coagula  from  the  wound,  I  discovered  a  large  hole 
in  the  head,  the  size  of  a  Spanish  dollar ;  and  on  introducing  my  finger, 
fractured  portions  of  the  bone  were  distinctly  felt  imbedded  in  the  sub- 
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stance  of  the  brain.  The  temporal  artery  was  lacerated,  and  the  menin- 
geal membranes  were  literally  torn  in  strings.  I  of  course  had  no  occa- 
sion to  employ  the  trephine  in  this  case,  as  the  fractured  portions  were 
entirely  detached  and  readily  removed  by  means  of  the  forceps  and  my 
fingers ;  besides  this,  there  were  also  pieces  of  wood  (being  pieces  of  the 
wood-work  of  the  cannon)  and  much  disorganized  cerebrum  and  locks  of 
hair.  These  having  been  all  removed,  an  elevator  was  introduced,  the 
surrounding  portions  raised  to  their  proper  level,  and  the  wound  dressed 
with  plain  dressings. 

On  the  following  morning  I  found  him  much  the  same  as  when  I  left 
him  the  night  previous.  The  wound  had  bled  fi-eely,  but  was  checked 
by  cold  applications.  I  now  ordered  him  an  enema  and  some  light 
drinks,  and  left  him  with  the  attending  physician. 

On  the  13th  his  pulse  had  risen  and  was  quite  active  ;  had  some  fever  j 
was  quite  insensible  and  slept  incessantly.  Twenty  ounces  of  blood  was 
now  taken  from  the  arm.  his  head  was  shaved,  and  cold  applications  were 
constantly  used.  This  produced  decided  relief  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  he  soon  showed  signs  of  returning  sensibility.  He  was  again  bled  on 
the  14th,  his  head  was  dressed,  an  enema  given,  his  bowels  kept  freely 
moved,  counter-irritation  to  the  extremities,  low  diet,  diaphoretics,  and 
other  forms  of  antiphlogistic  treatment,  were  persevered  in,  until  suppura- 
tion was  established.  The  discharge  from  the  wound  was  exceedingly 
foetid,  but  was  corrected  by  means  of  yeast  poultice  and  a  solution  of 
chloride  of  soda.  Under  this  treatment  the  wound  granulated,  but  was 
prevented  from  healing  by  a  large  hernia  cerebri  which  protruded  through 
the  ragged  opening.  I  ventured  to  remove  this  by  the  knife,  with  the 
hope  that  I  might  be  able  to  draw  the  wound  together  before  another 
hernia  could  present  itself.  But  in  this  1  did  not  succeed  ;  the  pulsatory 
action  of  the  brain  was  so  strong  (notwithstanding  the  amount  of  blood 
lost),  and  the  opening  in  the  skull  was  so  capacious,  that  another  tumor — 
larger  than  the  first — soon  made  its  appearance.  It  was  not  possible  to 
restore  this  by  pressure,  it  being  larger  than  the  opening  through  which  it 
protruded,  and  I  dared  not  venture  tocutit  off  lest  fatal  hemorrhage  should 
ensue.  1  at  length  succeeded  in  removing  it,  by  cutting  it  a  little  every 
day  at  its  base,  at  the  same  time  diminishing  the  size  of  the  wound  by 
promoting  granulation  and  approximating  the  edges  by  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster. 

At  the  end  of  five  or  six  days  the  hernial  tumor  sloughed  away,  and 
beneath  it  were  formed  healthy  granulations,  which  served  the  purpose  of 
a  compress,  and  effectually  prevented  a  return  of  cerebral  protrusion.  A 
small  opening,  however,  remained,  through  which  the  suppuration  from 
the  brain  was  continued  and  promoted  by  poultice,  till  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks  it  healed.  In  about  one  week  more  the  wound  again  opened  and 
discharged,  and  on  examination  a  large  piece  of  bone  was  found  exfoliated, 
and  was  working  its  way  towards  the  surface.  This  1  readily  removed 
by  enlarging  tlie  wound,  and  in  a  few  days  it  entirely  closed  and  cica- 
trized. The  patient  is  now  restored  to  health,  without  the  least  interrup- 
tion of  his  mental  faculties.  F.  A.  Cadwell,  M.D. 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  June,  1841. 
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PRESENT   CONDITION,  PROSPECTS   AND    DUTIES   OF   THE   MEDICAL 

PROFESSION. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  May 
hltDr  Key  olds  delivered  a  discourse  that  met  the  un.versa  approba- 
tln  of  the  members.  Within  a  few  days,  it  has  appeared  ,n  the  regular 
buHne.  publication  of  the  Society,  in  connection  with  the  doings  ot  the 
Fe  lows  the  Board  of  Counsellors,  Committees  &c.  for  .^he  previous 
vear  We  recommend  it  to  the  careful  perusal  of  those  excitable  gentle- 
men of  he  profession  who  run  post-haste  after  every  new-fangled  scheme 
Tmedicme  hat  is  presented  to  the  community  as  an  important  improve- 
llle^t^'irspeaking^t  large,  on  the  subject  of^hom.op^thy  the  spirit^^^^^ 
orator  arrives   at   the   following   conclusions  SucJ|  ^^^^^^f^'^;  ^  ^. 

ments  of  homoeopathy,  or  the  transcendental  reverie  of  a  ^em^"  charla 
Tn  as  -atheTed  iVom\he  peculmr  and  uncommon  dia  ect  of  the  Organon  ; 
vhich    unequalled   in   folly  by  the  wildest  ravings  of  Paracelsus   lays  its 
bo  d  claim  ?o  favor,  as  the  lasl  the  best,  and  the  ultimate  point  of  medical 
pert    mn  "     "It  has  been  forty  years   travelling  from  the  obscure  place 
of    tfbi  th,  to  our  transatlantic  shores.     It  is  probably  destined  like  Me  - 
meri;m  am  all  other  kindred  species  of  medical  humbuggery,  to  have  its 
Tun     and  after,  in  its  turn,  heaping  another  full  measure  of  ridicule  upon 
he  healm'  art   to  transmit,  at  its  death,  as  a  compensation  for  the  tempo- 
ran  .'in  r^  inflicted  upon  a  noble  profession,  more  abundant  proofs  of  the 
TucUXl  manner    in  which  nature   triumphs,  under  regu  ated  d.el,  oyer 
many  di'  aLs,  without  the  help  of  art."     What  will  the  learned  Boston 
Timal  nacrne  ism  committee  say  to  this  direct  insult  to  the  altar  at  which 
?hevmake°  their  genuflexions?     A   more  unfortunate   mis-step  could  no 
ha7e  been  made  by  Dr.   Reynolds.     It  would  not  surprise  us  to  learn  that 
the  whole   sa.e  committee'of  twenty-four,  with  Collver  as  commander- 
in-chief,  had  annihilated  such  a  presumptuous  desperado. 

Clinton-a  Georgia  Albino.-k  boy,  eight  ve-^  ^^  Jf '  ^oj"  f  "^^ 
fectlv  black   parents,  from   Georgia,  is  now  on    exhibition  in  Bos  on.     As 
alb  nos  are  by  no  means  rare  in  this  country,  this  show  will  no    prove  a 
verv  Profitable  speculation.     A  few  years  since,  there  was  a  female  albino 
InThe^Boston  Alms-house,  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  cuy,  quUe  as 
much  of  a  curiosity  as  Clinton;  yet  no   one   ever  went  a  roa  out  of  the 
way  to  view  the  curiosity.     The  young  woman  who   is   travelling  about 
States,  under  the  care  of  Col.  Paige,  is  a  better  specimen  of  a  white 
negro  thl;   almost   any  one  seen  here   at  the  North.     The  P'"k  ^yes,  of 
whTch  so  much  is  said  in  the  advertisements,  require  a  large    volume   of 
faith  to  discover. 

Yale  CoZZe^^e.-Lectures  commence   on  Thursday,  Sept.  30th,  and  con- 
tinL  till  the  19th  of  the  ensuing  January.     This  is  an  excellent  and 
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well-managed  school  of  medicine,  to  which  young  gentlemen  can  be  con- 
fidently recommended.  On  the  seventh  page  of  the  circular  it  appears 
some  donations  have  been  made  to  the  institution,  of  late,  but  no  particu- 
lars are  given.  From  year  to  year,  the  Connecticut  Medical  School  has 
maintained  a  high  and  increasing  reputation,  and  seems  not  to  have  been 
affected  by  events  which  have  almost  obliterated  some  of  their  rival  neigh- 
bors a  few  hundred  miles  off. 

Maine  Thomso?na?i  Conve?ition. — From  the  Recorder,  one  of  the  eclec- 
tic periodicals  of  the  order,  it  seems  there  has  been  a  great  convention  at 
Waterville,  in  the  Stale  of  Maine,  characterized  by  a  multitude  of  resolu- 
tions, and  bold  insinuations  that  they  intend  to  put  society  into  a  condi- 
tion of  health  before  they  rest  upon  their  oars.  One  of  the  essential  ob- 
jects of  the  convention  seems  to  be  the  establishment  of  a  Thomsonian 
medical  school,  somewhere  in  New  England.  We  earnestly  hope  the 
wise  ones  of  the  corps  will  fix  upon  Boston.  If  they  wish  it  to  flourish, 
it  must  be  located  here;  anywhere  else  north  of  New  York,  and  it  must 
languish  and  ultimately  be  abandoned.  Our  exceeding  desire  to  have  the 
standard  of  Thomsonian  instruction  planted  in  Boston,  is  based  upon  the 
belief  that  the  students  would  avail  themselves  of  the  various  opportuni- 
ties which  the  city  presents  for  studying  medicine  and  surgery  on  rational 
principles,  and  thus,  instead  of  constituting  a  mere  ignorant,  presump- 
tuous, pepper-dealing  fraternity,  they  would  stand  some  chance  of  dis- 
covering that  the  road  to  science  is  not  alone  through  a  canister  of  pul- 
verized lobelia. 


Circulars  of  Medical  Colleges. — These  are  coming  in  daily  from  all 
sections  of  the  Union.  Both  the  local  conveniences  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  students,  and  the  system  of  instruction  in  each  department,  show 
most  satisfactorily  that  the  progress  of  medical  science  is  onward  and  up- 
ward in  the  United  States.  All  the  Philadelphia,  New- York  and  New- 
England  circulars  evidence  a  commendable  industry  with  reference  to 
the  forlh-comina;  lecture  season. 


Medical  Staff,  U.  S.  A. — On  the  25th  of  May  last  the  following  gentle- 
men were  approbated,  by  the  Army  Medical  Board,  and  have  received 
commissions  as  assistant  surc^eons  :  Charles  Isaacs,  of  Mississippi  ; 
Richard  H.  Coolidge,  New  York;  Robert  S.  Holmes,  Pennsylvania; 
Charles  W.  Stearns,  Massachusetts  ;  William  Levely,  Maryland;  Dab- 
ney  Herndon,  Virginia.  Alexander  F.  Suter,  Charles  Hitchcock  and 
William  Maffilt,  assistant  surgeons,  were  examined  for  promotion  to  sur- 
geons by  the  same  board. 


Lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. — Mr.  Ticknor  has  kindly  sent  to 
the  Journal  office  a  copy  of  the  American  edition,  by  Messrs.  Lea  & 
Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  of  Outlines  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence,  by  Thomas  Steivari  Traill,  M.D.,6fC.,  which  will  have  a 
special  examination. — Mr.  Ticknor  has  an  excellent  collection  of  medical 
books,  where  those  in  pursuit  of  the  rarest  and  latest  works,  in  ancient  or 
modern  languages,  will  be  sure  to  find  them  if  on  sale  in  Boston. 
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Homoeopathic  Books. — Notwithstaruiing  the  ridicule  of  some,  the  ana- 
themas of  others,  and  the  contempt  of  many  leading  professional  men  in 
regard  to  homoeopathy,  it  is  evidently  gaining  friends  even  in  staid  New 
England.  We  have  been  as  active  as  any  one  in  endeavoring  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  credulous  to  what  we  honestly  believe  to  be  wholly  un- 
worthy of  serious  thought;  but  instead  of  keeping  the  world  where  it 
was,  we  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  the  phi- 
losophy of  this  supposed  improved  system  of  medical  management,  con- 
verts very  many  to  the  comfortable  opinion  that  half  is  better  than  the 
whole.  In  other  words,  all  the  efforts  made  thus  far,  hereabouts,  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  new  doctrine,  have  failed  ;  both  practitioners  and  pa- 
tients are  increasing.  As  an  item  of  intelligence,  therefore,  which  may 
be  interesting  to  some  of  our  readers,  we  would  inform  those  who  are  fa- 
vorably disposed  towards  homcEopalhy,  and  who  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  every  possible  opportunity  of  understanding  what  we  verily  con- 
ceive to  be  of  no  importance,  that  at  No.  10  School  street,  as  may  be  seen 
by  our  advertising  page,  all  the  principal  publications  of  this  school  of 
medical  new  lights  may  be  found. 


Mortalily  of  Children  at  the  Sandioich  hiands. — Dr.  Andrews,  under 
date  of  August,  1S40,  speaks  of  the  mortalily  of  the  native  children  of 
these  islands,  in  connection  with  the  fact  of  the  decrease  of  the  native 
population.  Since  his  residence  at  Kailua,  an  eflfort  was  made  to  ascer- 
tain what  proportion  of  them  live.  The  result  shows  that  more  than  one 
half  die  under  two  years,  and  a  very  considerable  part  of  those  between 
the  periods  of  six  and  twelve  months.  If  they  arrive  at  two  years,  a  few 
only,  comparatively,  die  in  childhood.  He  does  not  attribute  this  mor- 
tality to  the  climate.  Insufficient  clothing,  improper  food,  and  want  of 
cleanliness,  are  the  great  agents  of  their  destruction.  It  is  the  practice  of 
the  Islanders  to  feed  their  children  at  a  very  early  age,  and  often  from 
birth,  with  poi,  a  salmagundi  of  fish,  sea-weed,  sea-eggs,  dec.  Indiges- 
tion, dropsy,  diarrhoea,  and  a  host  of  bowel  complaints,  follow.  It  is  not 
uncommon,  says  Dr.  Andrews,  to  find  females  who  have  lost  all  or  nearly 
all  their  children,  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  twelve — in  infancy  too.  "I 
know  one  woman,"  says  the  doctor,  "  who  says  that  she  has  borne  twenty- 
one  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  living — the  others  having  perished  in 
infancy."  "  The  younger  class  of  women,"  continues  the  writer,  "could 
always  tell  me  readily  how  many  children  they  had  borne;  but  from  the 
aged,  those  who  had  become  mothers  in  the  days  of  darkness,  I  could 
seldom  obtain  anv  correct  account.  If  they  had  any  living,  they  could 
tell  their  number.  If  they  had  none,  they  could  tell  that;  but  ask  them 
how  many  had  died,  and  the  reply  is,  na  nalowali,  na  uni  loa  :  a  great 
many — I  have  forgotten." 


Naval  Medical  Appointments. — The  Board  of  Naval  Surgeons  recently 
convened  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have  closed  their  proceedings,  and 
reported  the  result  to  the  department. 

Of  the  Assistant  Surgeons  examined,  the  following  have  been  found 
qualified  for  promotion,  viz.  :  Charles  A.  Hassler,  of  the  date  of  1834; 
David  Harlan,  of  the  date  of  1835  ;  Victor  L.  Godon,  do. ;  Robert  Wood- 
worth,  do.  ;  J.  Dickinson  Miller,  of  the  date  of  1836. 
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Of  those  examined  for  admission  into  the  Navy,  as  Assistant  Surgeons, 
the  following  have  been  found  qualified,  viz.  :  1,  Andrew  H.  Henderson  ; 
2,  Ellis  Hughes  ;  3,  John  Hastings ;  4,  Charles  H.  Broughton  ;  5,  R.  T. 
Maxwell;  6,  Edward  McKinley ;  7,  Alexander  Y.  P.  Garnelt. 


Fiske  Medical  Prize  Question. — The  Trustees  of  the  Fiske  Fund  an- 
nounced at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
holden  in  Newport  on  the  30ih  ult.,  that  there  having  been  no  competition 
on  either  of  the  questions  proposed  last  year,  no  premium  was  awarded. 
The  question  for  the  year  1841-2  is,  "  What  are  the  causes,  character 
and  nature  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Spine,  both  structural  and  functional, 
and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  in  each?"  This 
question  is  open  to  the  medical  profession  at  large. 

The  more  surely  to  enlist  some  of  the  first  talents  of  the  profession  in 
the  competition,  the  trustees  have  resolved  to  offer  for  the  best  dissertation 
on  the  above  question,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  to  present  a 
gold  medal  of  equal  value,  at  the  option  of  the  successful  competitor. 

Every  competitor  for  the  premium  is  expected  to  forward  to  one  of  the 
Trustees,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April,  1842,  free  of  all  expenses, 
a  copy  of  his  dissertation,  with  a  motto  written  thereupon,  and  also  ac- 
companying it  a  sealed  letter,  having  the  same  motto  inscribed  upon  the 
outside,  and  his  name  and  place  of  residence  within.  Both  dissertation 
and  letter  must  be  written  in  a  clear  and  legible  manner.  Neither  a  name 
nor  any  other  mark  shall  be  put  upon  the  dissertation,  or  any  accompany- 
ing paper  (save  in  the  manner  above  designated),  whereby  the  author  will 
be  known  to  the  Trustees.  Previous  to  receiving  the  premium  awarded, 
the  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  must  transfer  to  the  Trustees  all 
his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  the  same,  for  the  use,  benefit  and  be- 
hoof of  the  Fiske  Fund. 

The  names  of  the  Trustees  are,  Richmond  Brownell,  Providence ; 
Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  Newport ;  Jeremiah  Williams,  Warren.  Secretary, 
Thomas  H.  Webb. 

If  more  convenient,  dissertations  may  be  sent  to  the  store  of  the  Secre- 
tary, No.  109  Washington  street,  Boston,  or  Messrs.  Bartlett  &  Welford, 
No.  229  Broadway,  New  York. 


The  Hamburg  Medical  College,  and  Union  of  Physicians  in  Hamburg. 

We  have  received,  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Oppenheim,  the  address 

of  Dr.  Siemer,  President  of  this  Society. 

It  seems  that  former  attempts  at  founding  a  medical  society  failed,  from 
want  of  unity  among  the  members  ;  this  defect,  Dr.  Siemer  states,  is  now 
remedied,  and  the  143  physicians  of  Hamburg,  and  36  of  Allona,  live  to- 
gether on  very  friendly  terms.  Still,  there,  as  elsewhere,  "  it  is  not  pos- 
sible that  sometimes  a  misunderstanding  should  not  arise.  The  elenients 
are  too  heterogeneous  to  form  a  uniform  whole.  Veniam  damus,  petinius 
que  vicissim."  . 

The  whole  pamphlet  gives  us  the  impression  that  the  relations  ot  the 
physicians  of  Hamburg  are  of  a  very  agreeable  kind,  and  that,  as  the  au- 
tho'r  states,  they  differ  more  about  ideas  than  persons.  The  object  of  this 
Society  or  union  is  to  continue  this  friendly  feeling  ;  and  although,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  want  of  union  depends  upon  the  very  nature  of  our  art, 
which  will  probably  never  attain  mathematical  certainty,  on  the  other  this 
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very  diversity  may  be  useful  and  agreeable  ;  "  but  we  must  separate  the 
person  from  the  thing  " — that  is,  the  scientific  pursuit  in  which  many  dif- 
ferent modes  of  culture  are  allowable. 

The  Society  finally,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Siemer,  elected  a 
number  of  honorary  and  corresponding  members  ;  the  distinction,  we  sup- 
pose, being  that  honorary  members  are  supposed  to  be  past  work,  and  cor- 
responding still  active — at  least,  such  is  the  construction  that  our  own  po- 
sition in  the  list  entitles  us  to  take.  Five  corresponding  members  have 
been  named  in  the  United  States — the  Society  selecting  the  representa- 
tives from  the  editorial  corps,  as  among  the  most  useful  members  of  the 
profession,  or,  at  least,  among  those  who  have  the  hard  task  of  writing  or 
compiling  more  matter  than  is  always  read.  They  are  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
Smith,  of  Boston,  and  Drs.  Hays,  Dunglison,  Biddle  and  Gerhard,  of 
this  city. — Philad.  Med.  Examiner. 


Extemporaneo^is  production  of  Ice. — Air  being  condensed  in  a  proper 
reservoir,  is  suddenly  suffered  to  escape  by  opening  a  stop-cock,  and  is 
conveyed  to  the  spot  (preserved  wet  with  water,  alcohol  or  ether)  by  means 
of  a  flexible  pipe.  The  cold  superinduced  is  below  32  deg.  ;  hence  water 
in  a  ball  of  glass  is  speedilj'^  frozen  in  such  a  current ;  and  the  principle 
is  illustrated  on  a  large  scale  in  the  mine  at  Chemitz,  in  Hungary.  It  is 
easily  understood,  and  belongs  to  the  phenomena  of  latent  caloric. 

Its  extreme  portability  and  simplicity,  combined  with  its  complete  effi- 
ciency, recommend  the  instrument  as  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  medical 
practitioner. — Lancet. 


Mode  of  Action  of  Cuhebs  and  Copaiba.  By  M.  Ricord. — At  the 
sitting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  8th  of  September 
last,  M.  Ricord  showed  a  design  of  a  case  of  accidental  hypospadias, 
resulting  from  a  urinary  abscess.  The  patient  affected  with  this  infirmity 
having  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  it  gave  rise  to  some  curious  observations. 
The  discharge  first  showed  itself  in  the  vesical  portion  of  the  urethra, 
afterwards  the  part  situated  before  the  solution  of  continuity  was  invaded 
in  its  turn.  Treated  by  copaiba,  the  vesical  portion  was  soon  cured,  but 
the  disease  remained  in  the  other  part,  and  afterwards  communicated  it 
to  the  portion  already  cured.  Cubebs  was  administered,  and  the  dis- 
charge again  ceased  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the  canal.  These  facts 
show,  according  to  M.  Ricord,  that  cubebs  and  copaiba  cure  syphilitic 
discharges  by  the  principles  or  properties  which  they  communicate  to  the 
urine,  and  of  which  the  urethra  receives  the  influence  by  the  passage  of 
that  fluid. — Archives  Generales  de  Medecine. — British  and  Foreign  Medi- 
cal Revieio. 

Notice. — It  is  proposed  to  issue,  as  usual,  a  Supplement  of  Medical  Advertise- 
ments, to  accompany  the  first  No.  of  our  next  volume.  Those  wishinof  advertise- 
ments inserted  will  please  forward  them  immediately.  The  price  in  the  Supple- 
ment alone  will  be  the  same  as  for  one  insertion  in  the  Journal. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  17,  20.— Males,  12  ;  Females,  8.     Stillborn,  5. 
Of  consumption,  3 — coxalgia,  1— croup,  2 — infantile,  2 — lung  fever,   1 — marasmus,  1— delirium   tre- 
mens, 1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1— typhus  fever,  1— teething,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  2— debility,  1 — 
pleuriBy,  1— paralysis,  1— drowned,  1. 
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NEW   HAMFSIIIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Tliursday,  the  5th  of  August  next, 
and  continue  three  mouths. 

Dixi  Crosbv,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Edward   B.  Phelps,  M.U.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,   Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Medical 
Botany. 

Oliver  P.  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Joseph  Robv,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Edmund  K.  Peaslee,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Expenses  for  the  course  of  lectures,  .$50,00.  Graduating,  $18.  Matriculating,  $3,00.  Board  may 
be  had  at  $1,33  to  f  2,00  per  weeli,  and  abundant  facilities  for  those  who  may  wish  to  board  tliemselves. 
The  fees  must  be  paid  al  the  commencement  of  the  term,  or  notes  given  with  satisfactory  security.  AH 
operations  before  the  medical  class  are  performed  gratis.  Bv  order  of  tlie  Faculty, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  June  15,  1841.        Je  23— tA7  OLIVER  P.  HUBBARD,  Sec'y. 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  the  first  Thursday,  5th  of  August,  1841,  and  continue 
thirteen  weelis.  Fee  for  the  wliole  course  of  lectures,  ,$50  ;  fee  for  those  who  have  attended  two 
courses  al  any  respectable  medical  school,  $10;  graduation  fee,  $18;  library  fee  according  to  the 
number  of  books  talien.     Board,  from  $1,50  to  $2,00. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by        -        -      H.  H.  Childs,  D.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by         -         -  -        Franic  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Anatouiy  andPhysiologv,  by James  McClintock,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  by  -         -  -  -         Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  bv     -        -        -  -  -      M.  A.  Lee,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by    -         -  Chester  Dewey,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, C.  C.  Chaffee,  M.D. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  May,  1841.  Je  9— tL  PARKER  HALL,  Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors' Meeting. —There  will  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  Society 
at  large,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  John  Jeffries,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
July,  1841,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.  Je  .3a— eptm  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Secretary. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  annu.al  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  1841-2,  will  commence  on  Thursday,  September  30, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  LL.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by        -  -  -  -      Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by         -  .  -  William  Tully,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  -  -  -        Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      -       -  -  -  -  Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 

Fees  for  a  full  course,  $76,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Abundant  facilities  for  dissections  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.     Graduation  fee,  $15.  CHARLES  HOOKER,  Sec'ry. 

Yale  College,  JVetv  Haven,  July  6,  1341.  Jy  14— tsep28 

A  GOOD   CHANCE   FOR   A   PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN,  residing  in  a  pleasant  village,  near  the  centre  of  the  State  of  New  York,  not  20  miles 
from  the  city  of  Utica,  and  having  a  liberal  share  of  patronage,  will  dispose  of  his  situation  on  liberal 
terms  consisting  of  a  village  lot,  an  elegant  dwelling  house  and  office,  barn,  carriage,  and  other  out- 
houses (fee.  ifec.  All  of  which  will  be  disposed  of  on  easy  terms  to  the  purchaser.  Address  the  editor 
of  this  Journal,  post-paid. Jy  14— 4ni 

THEODORE  METCALF,  APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  TremontRow,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  tlie  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  He  has  also 
thelargest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  to  be  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, (h'ills,  files,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  American 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

Ij=  Any  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7— 6m 


ABDOMINAL    SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  IIavnes's  instrument,  whioli  is  recommended  by  the  i)rofession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the'  Medical  Journal  olllce.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4— without,  .$.3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.   No.  181  Washington  street,  ph\sicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents  :— In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colel)rook  ;  M.Parker,  Acworlh  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith ;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill-  1).  (;r<isl)y,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead-  C.'b.  Hamilton,  Lyme;  Stickney  &  Detter,  Lancaster ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawcn  ;  N.  Kendall 
&  Co.'  Nashua.  In  Veiiuont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnfibury.  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

^HE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D  CLAPP  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed  postpaid  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $.3,50  after  three 
months  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance'.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Poitage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ORGANIC  DISEASE   OF  THE   OVARIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — A  case  of  diseased  ovaries  has  recently  come  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  of  a  character  somewhat  singular.  Although  I  was  not  the  at- 
tending physician,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  progress  of  the 
case  in  its  latter  stages,  and  its  fatal  termination.  The  patient  was  an 
unmarried  lady,  of  very  respectable  parentage,  in  Buckfield,  Me.  If  you 
should  deem  the  case  of  sufficient  importance,  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
it  made  public  in  vour  Journal.  Thos.  H.  Brown. 

Paris  Hill,  Me.,  My  10,  1841. 

Arrilla  Tucker,  aet.  31,  was  attacked  with  disease  while  at  Taunton, 
Mass.,  some  time  in  July,  1840,  She  was  not  very  sick  at  first;  but  was 
alarmed  at  the  swelling  which  soon  made  its  appearance  in  the  abdomen. 
She  continued  to  work,  although  taking  medicine,  from  July  till  the  first 
of  November,  when  she  went  to  Boston  and  entered  the  xMassachusetts 
General  Hospital.  She  remained  there  for  nine  weeks,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  not  finding  that  she  improved  any,  she  concluded  to  come 
home,  although  the  journey  was  likely  to  be  hazardous.  She  said  that 
Dr.  Bigelow  examined  her,  and  prescribed  for  her  while  at  the  Hospital, 
callins:  her  case  encysted  dropsy.  Dr.  Bigelow  and  others  will,  no  doubt, 
recognize  the  case. 

She  arrived  at  her  father's  about  the  first  of  February,  when  she  put 
herself  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Comstock.  He  attended  her  for  the  space 
of  three  or  four  weeks,  when  he  thought  her  case  to  be  beyond  recovery. 
This  was  in  March.  About  the  middle  of  the  month  it  was  thought  best 
to  perform  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  her  bowels  having  swelled  so 
much  as  to  impede  respiration  and  digestion.  The  operation  was  accord- 
ingly performed  in  the  usual  way,  at  the  linea  alba,  about  three  or  four 
inches  below  the  umbilicus.  A  discharge  of  a  half  teacupful  of  straw- 
colored  jelly  was  the  only  result  of  the  operation.  Dr.  Kittredge,  who 
was  present  with  Dr.  Comstock  during  the  operation,  thought  that  a  larger 
quantity  of  fluid  might  be  discharged  if  the  opening  were  made  at 
the  side. 

At  the  last  of  March  I  attended  the  case  in  company  with  Dr.  Kit- 
tredge, who  was  now  the  attending   physician.     At  this  time  the  opera- 
tion of  paracentesis  was   again   performed,  on  the  right  side,  between  the 
umbilicus  and  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ileum,  with  no 
25 
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better  success  than  at  first.  We  thought  best  to  take  out  the  canula  and 
enlarge  the  opening,  so  as  to  give  the  masses  of  jelly  an  opportunity  to 
escape.  This  being  resolved  upon,  we  enlarged  the  opening  an  inch  in 
length,  when  a  quart  or  more  of  the  masses  of  jelly  were  soon  discharged. 
These  masses  were  of  all  sizes — some  very  small,  and  some  so  large  as  to 
clog  the  opening,  and  were  got  out  with  difficulty.  They  were  irregular 
in  shape,  and  about  the  consistence  of  the  white  of  an  egg,  straw-colored 
and  inodorous.  In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  upwards  of  a  gallon  of 
this  fluid  was  discharged,  when  the  wound  closed  up.  We  made  an 
effort,  while  the  wound  was  open,  to  introduce  a  probe  ;  but  it  was  im- 
mediately arrested  by  a  hard  substance,  just  within  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen.  We  could,  however,  carry  the  probe  in  every  direction  around 
the  substance.  We  thought  this  substance  a  tumor  or  cyst.  Did  not 
puncture  it,  although  we  thought  of  doing  so. 

At  this  time  (when  tlie  wound  healed),  about  the  first  of  April,  she 
was  very  large,  and  suffered  much  from  dyspnoea,  indigestion,  &tc.  Dras- 
tic purgatives,  diuretics  and  diaphoretics  would  give  her  no  relief,  or  di- 
minish, in  any  perceptible  degree,  the  size  of  the  distended  abdomen. 
She  continued  to  live,  in  great  distress,  from  the  first  of  April,  constantly 
growing  larger  and  larger,  until  the  10th  inst.,  when  death  came  to  her 
relief. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  by  Dr.  Kittredge  and  myself,  six  hours 
after  death. — The  body  looks  natural.  Skin  but  little  discolored.  Lower 
extremities  very  large  and  cedematous.  Upper  extremities,  thorax  and 
face,  but  slightly  so.  Abdomen  enormously  distended — so  much  so  that 
it  measured  four  feet  and  four  inches  around  the  largest  part.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the  symphysis  pubis  was  two  feet  six 
inches.  We  made  an  incision  into  the  abdomen,  and  there  followed  a 
tremendous  gush  of  the  kind  of  fluid  above  described. 

The  omentum  was  spread  out  over  the  superior  portion  of  the  bowels, 
and  entirely  disorganized.  Some  of  the  gelatinous  and  fatty  masses,  of 
which  it  was  composed,  were  of  a  cartilaginous  hardness,  an  inch  or  more 
in  thickness,  from  one  to  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  of  an  opaque, 
whitish  color.     The  natural  appearance  of  the  whole  was  entirely  lost. 

Ovaries. — After  removing  a  great  quantity  of  the  fluid  and  the  omen- 
tum, the  first  thing  that  came  to  view  was  a  large  sac  or  cys/,' filled  with 
straw-colored  matter.  We  traced  the  origin  or  attachment  of  this  cyst, 
which  occupied  the  superior  portion  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  to  the  right 
ovum.  As  we  were  ascertaining  the  attachment  of  this,  we  discovered 
another  cyst,  of  nearly  equal  size,  on  the  left,  situated  just  below  and  in 
contact  with  the  other.  These  cysts  had  both  apparently  been  so  dis- 
tended with  the  fluid  they  contained  as  to  burst,  when  their  contents,  some 
time  prior  to  death,  were  discharged  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In 
the  one  on  the  left  side  the  opening  was  at  the  superior  portion,  and  six 
inches  in  diameter.  Other  smaller  openings  were  seen  in  different  parts 
of  it.  Tlie  cyst  on  the  right  side  had  several  small  openings,  where  the 
jelly-like  fluid  was  discharging  itself.  This  latter  cyst  measured  about 
three  feet  around,  and  was  of  an  oval  form  ;  the  otiier  not  quite  as  large. 
Each  cyst  had  various  irregular  partitions,  some  largo  and  some  small,  all 
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full  of  fluid.  Saw  nothing  about  the  cysts  that  appeared  like  the  ovaria. 
The  left  cyst  had  its  only  attachment  where  the  left  ovum  would  have 
been  in  the  normal  state,  i.  e.  at  the  lateral  ligament  of  the  uterus. 
The  attachment  was  two  inches  wide  and  half  an  inch  in  thickness — was 
not  very  firm,  in  consequence  of  thickening  and  softening  of  the  ligament 
■and  periioneum.  The  right  cyst  had  the  same  attachment  as  the  left, 
and  had  also  formed  anotlier.  As  it  ascended  towards  the  stomach,  a  por- 
tion of  the  jpjunum— a  foot  in  length — had  become  closely  adherent  to 
its  posterior  surface.  The  membranes  covering  the  cysts  were  for  the 
most  part  firm,  smooth  and  shining. 

Uterus  and  Fallopian  Tubes.— These  cysts  having  been  removed, 
we  examined  the  uterus  and  appendages.  The  tubes  were  very  large, 
eight  or  nine  inches  in  length,  and  completely  closed  up,  so  that  no  air 
co'uld  be  blown  through  them.  Their  color  was  whitish.  _  The  fimbriated 
extremity  was  very  large,  and  the  fimbria  were  very  ])lainly  seen.  The 
uterus  was  scarcely  its  natural  size,  and  very  much  flattened — the  antero- 
posterior diameter  not  being  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  It  seemed  to  be  com- 
pressed, but  not  diseased. 

The  whole  peritoneum  was  studded  with  adherent  particles  and  small 
masses  of  gelatinous  fluid.  In  some  places  it  was  difficult  to  clear  it  oft, 
the  adhesion  being  so  tenacious.  The  mesenteric  glands  were  entirely 
disorganized.  They  were  very  much  enlarged,  each  globule  being  the 
size  'of  a  large  bean.  They  were  hard,  of  an  opaque  white  color,  and 
easily  separated  one  from  another.  The  liver,  spleen  and  pancreas  all 
appeared  more  or  less  compressed  and  diseased.     They  were  all  entire. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  soft  and  easily  torn  from 
its  connections.  In  fact,  it  was  so  soft  that  it  might  have  been  washed 
away. 

We  weighed  the  fluid,  the  cysts,  and  the  small  quantity  of  blood  which 
came  away,  and  they  weighed  eighty-Jive  pounds. 

Remarks. — The  above^'is  a  sii{gular  organic  disease  of  the  ovaries.  It 
differs  from  any  disease  of  those  organs  I  ever  saw  described.  It  is  not 
scirrhus,  nor  enormous  distension  from  pus,  water  or  fat,  but  a  peculiar 
degeneration  of  these  organs.  The  disease,  witliout  any  doubt,  originated 
at  the  ovaries.  They  began,  from  some  cause  unknown,  to  enlarge,  and 
to  secrete  or  to  be  filled  up  with  tiie  straw-colored  jelly  above  described, 
when  at  last  the  outer  membrane,  though  as  the  disease  progressed  it  grew 
thicker  and  stronger,  gave  way,  and  let  its  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  Nothmg  arrested,  nothing  could  arrest  the  disease  at  this  stage, 
and  the  patient  of'course  died.  If  there,  are  cases  similar  to  this  de- 
scribed by  any  author,  I  should  be  pleased  to  be  referred  to  them.  The 
obscurity  in  which  diseases  of  the  ovaries  are  enveloped,  is  proverbial,  so 
that  too  much  light  cannot  be  thrown  upon  them.  Tiie  treatment  in  this 
case  was  pursued  on  principles  analogous  to  those  of  dropsy.  The  medi- 
cines had  no  specific  action  on  the  ovaries  ;  and  even  if  physicians  could 
have  known  the  precise  seat  and  nature  of  the  disease,  no  better  treat- 
ment could  have  decn  devised.  Are  there  any  medicines  that  have  a 
specific  action  on  the  ovaries  ?  If  so,  for  the  good  of  the  unfortunate  let 
them  be  pointed  out. 


(  404  ) 

REVIEW   OF   PROF.    SMITHS   SELECT   DISCOURSES —J\'0.    IV. 
ON    THE    "functions    OF    THE    NERVES." 

Professor  Smith  is  not  a  believer  in  the  theory  of  Dugald  Stewart, 
to  whose  metaphysical  scliool  he  belongs,  that  "  the  capacities  of  the 
human  mind  have  been  in  all  ages  the  same;  and  that  the  diversity  of 
phenomena  exhibited  by  our  species  is  the  result  merely  of  the  different 
circumstances  in  which  men  are  placed."  He  believes  that  there  are 
national  as  well  as  indioldunl  difterences  of  character,  and  so  far  does  lie 
carry  his  opinion,  as  to  maintain  that  mental  peculiarities  "  are  stamped 
upon  us  before  any  of  the  organs  are  developed,  or  a  vestige  of  the  brain 
can  be  discovered  "  !  It  is  not  for  us  to  reconcile  this  opinion  with  his 
favorite  doctrine  that  all  these  peculiarities  are  owing  to  "  diversities  in 
the  physical  constitution  of  man  " — in  other  words,  to  a  "  strong  "  or 
weak  "  action  "  in  certain  organs  ;  for  if  they  were  stamped  upon  us  be- 
fore the  organs  existed,  then  we  see  not  why  they  should  depend  solely  on 
said  "  action  "  !  Yet,  though  men  "  may  differ  more  in  their  intellectual 
powers,  than  in  their  physical  strength,"  yet  we  do  not  believe  that  "  we 
all  see,  hear,  taste,  feel  and  smell  equally  well."  We  hold  that  there  are 
as  many  grades  or  degrees  of  acuteness  in  these  senses,  as  in  the  rational 
and  moral  faculties. 

Dr.  S.  states  that  "  he  is  acquainted  with  no  fact,  which  tends  to 
evince  any  especial  connection  between  the  cerehellum  and  sexual  feel- 
ing "  1  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  the  6th  vol.  of  Gall's  work  on  "  the 
Functions  of  the  Brain,"  and  to  the  late  work  on  the  cerebellum  by  Drs. 
Gall,  Vimont  and  Broussais,  translated  by  Mr.  Combe,  for  a  multitude  of 
facts  which  go  to  sustain  this  connection.  Indeed  they  may  be  found 
scattered  throughout  all  our  medical  journals,  and  we  are  astonished  that 
any  man,  who  has  eyes  of  his  own,  has  failed  to  observe  this  connection 
for  himself.*  The  author  sagely  observes  that  "  the  swelling  of  the  neck 
in  certain  animals  proves  nothing."  Indeed  1  Suppose  that  the  African 
manifests  stronger  sexual  passions  than  tlie  Caucasian,  he  has  also  less 
intellectual  and  moral  power  to  control  it.  There  is  no  proof  whatever 
that  "  amativeness  is  at  zero,  in  the  aborigines  of  this  continent,"  as  Dr.  S. 
asserts;  on  the  contrary  we  believe  it  to  be  a  prominent  trait  in  the  In- 
dian character,  as  later  writers  maintain. 

If  we  come  to  comparative  anatomy,  "  phrenology,"  says  our  author, 
"  fares  no  better.  In  the  whale,  the  brain  is  absolutely  large,  yet  the  ani- 
mal is  dull  and  stupid."  Here  -is  the  same  old  mistake  of  making  the 
absolute  size  of  the  brain,  a  test  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  when  these 
depend  solely  on  the  relative  development  of  certain  portions  of  the  same 
brain.  Phrenology  acknowledges  no  such  doctrine.  The  brain  in  some 
of  the  lower  animals  may  be  larger  than  in  man,  and  yet,  if,  as  is  ac- 
tually the  case,  it  be  composed  of  parts  appropriated  to  the  exercise 
of  muscular  energy,  or  the  manifestation  of  the  animal  propensities,  its 

*  The  doctor  ohserves,  in  defence  of  his  perceptive  organs,  that  he  is  a  "  ^ood  shot  on  the  wing," 
and  that  "as  a  hnnter  of  deer  and  ti>\es,  lie  ciiii  mark  the  tlyiiii;  quarry,  and  detect  llie  faint  traces  of 
larger  uaitie,  or  find  liis  way  in  the  forest  willi  as  ninch  dexterity  as  any  sportsniiin  with  whom  lie  has 
associated,  whose  (general  luil)its  have  borne  any  analogy  to  his  own."  This  is  doubtless  very  satisfac- 
tory, quoad,  hoc  ;  but  we  have  our  doubts  whether  our  friend's  perceptive  faculties  have  been  equally 
exercised  upon  cranial  dcvolopments. 
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possessor  must,  according  to  the  plirenological  doctrine,  be  far  inferior  in 
understanding  and  sagacity  to  man,  or  to  another  animal,  which  tliongh 
possessing  a  smaller  brain,  is  composed  chiefly  of  |)arts  destined  to  mani- 
fest intellectual  power.  This  is  actually  the  case  with  the  whale,  and  the 
elephant,  which  have  brains  larger  than  man,  and  yet  the  portions  appro- 
priated to  the  intellect  are  very  much  smaller,  [n  like  manner,  the  brains 
of  the  monkey  and  dog  are  smaller  than  those  of  the  ox,  ass  and  hog, 
and  yet  they  have  more  sagacity,  and  we  find  the  anterior  lobes  of  the 
brain  relatively  larger.  As  Mr.  Combe  remarks,  "  to  apply  the  princi- 
ples of  phrenology  to  brutes,  it  would  be  necessary  to  discover  what 
parts  manifest  intellect  and  what  propensity,  in  each  species ;  and  then  to 
compare  the  power  of  manifesting  each  faculty  with  the  size  of  its  ap- 
propriate organ.  If  size  were  found  not  to  be  a  measure  of  power,  then, 
in  that  species,  the  rule  under  discussion  would  fail ;  but  even  this  would 
not  authorize  us  to  conclude  that  it  did  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  man  ; 
for  human  phrenology  is  founded,  not  on  analogy,  but  on  positive  obser- 
vation. Some  persons  are  pleased  to  affirm,  that  the  brains  of  the  lower 
animals  consist  of  the  same  parts  as  the  human  brain,  only  on  a  smaller 
scale  ;  but  this  is  highly  erroneous.  If  the  student  will  procure  brains 
of  the  sheep,  dog,  fox,  calf,  horse  or  hog,  and  compare  them  with  the  hu- 
man brain,  or  the  casts  of  it  sold  in  the  shops,  he  will  find  a  variety  of 
parts,  especially  in  the  convolutions,  which  form  the  organs  of  the  moral 
sentiments  and  the  reflecting  faculties,  wanting  in  the  animals." 

The  fact  is,  that  the  truth  of  phrenology  is  most  fully  sustained  by 
comparative  anatomy.  It  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  general  law  of  nature, 
that  the  more  extended  and  complex  the  functional  acts,  the  more  compli- 
cated are  the  parts  designed  for  their  performance.  Accordingly  we  find 
that  man,  of  all  animals,  has  a  brain  of  the  most  complicated  structure  ; 
then,  in  the  order  enumerated,  are  quadrupeds,  birds,  reptiles,  fishes  and 
insects.  The  higher  we  ascend  in  the  scale  of  nature,  the  more  parts 
exist  above  the  cliorda  oblongata;  till  rising  from  fishes  and  reptiles, 
through  the  various  species  of  warm-blooded  brutes,  all  distinguished  by 
the  relative  magnitude  of  each  cerebral  part,  according  to  their  several  men- 
tal characters,  we  at  last  arrive  at  man,  in  whom  cerebral  development  has 
reached  its  maximum  ;  and  yet,  with  all  these  well-known  and  demon- 
stated  facts.  Dr.  S.  thinks  that  phrenology  can  derive  no  support  from 
comparative  anatomy  !  We  are  tempted  to  exclaim,  with  Dr.  Vimont, 
"  where  is  the  man  of  information  and  sincerity  who  will  not  agree  with 
us,  that  the  ideas  and  acquirements  of  those  who  have  passed  the  60th 
year  of  their  age  always  turn  in  the  same  circle,  that  all  their  actions  are 
purely  mechanical  and  in  routine."  We  know  that  it  is  difficult  at  this 
period  of  life,  and  not  altogether  agreeable  to  our  pride  and  self-compla- 
cency, to  begin  a  series  of  observations  and  inquiries  in  a  new  science, 
which  may  probably  lead  to  results  opposed  to  the  creed  of  our  earlier 
years,  and  altogether  foreign  to  our  stereotyped  notions,  and  to  our  early 
studies  and  associations.  In  such  a  case, modesty  and  silence  become  us; 
and  we  should  hesitate  to  expose  our  own  ignorance,  obstinacy  and  weak- 
ness ;  and  as,  possibly,  our  minds  begin  to  exhibit  the  characteristics  of 
second  childhood,  we  should  try  to  imitate  the  meekness  and  docility  of 
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that  first  period,  when  the  mind,  without  a  shadow  of  prejudice,  expands 
to  the  reception  of  all  truth,  as  the  flowers  expand  to  tlie  warmth  of  the 
morning  sun  ! 

We  cannot  suppose  that  Dr.  Sinitii  is  ignorant  of  Dr.  Vimont's  great 
work  on  "  Human  and  Comparative  Phrenology,"  in  which  are  contained 
the  resuhs  of  observations  and  dissections  of  several  thousand  lieads  of 
animals  of  every  class  and  order,  and  in  which  not  a  single  fact  can  be 
found  adverse  to  the  great  doctrines  of  Gall.  Indeed,  in  1S27,  nine 
years  after  Dr.  Vimont  commenced  his  investigations,  he  laid  before  the 
Institute  of  France  a  memoir  for  the  prize  of  physiology  ;  and  this  was 
accompanied  by  2500  heads  belonging  to  animals  of  different  classes,  or- 
ders, genera  and  species  ;  1500  of  which  were  those  of  animals  whose 
habits  were  perfectly  known  to  him.  And  yet  our  Professor,  without 
making  a  single  dissection,  authoritatively,  and,  as  it  were,  ex  cathedra, 
pronounces  that  phrenology  derives  no  suppoit  from  comparative  anatomy. 
On  this  point,  he  considers  that  the  crude  and  notoriously  false  assertions 
of  M.  Lafarque  (interne  des  hopitaux)  outweigh  the  positive  and  mul- 
tiplied facts  of  Gall  and  Vimont.*  Nothing  would  seem  to  be  wanting 
to  settle  the  whole  question,  but  a  few  certificates,  such  as  Dr.  Sewall  has 
furnished  from  ex-presidents,  senators  and  doctors  of  divinity.  Such  au- 
thority in  favor  of  a  "brainless  materialism,"  and  of  the  doctrine  that  a 
man  may  do  as  well  without  brains  as  with,  would  be  quite  as  apposite,  if 
not  more  weighty,  than  the  objections  advanced  by  Dy.  Smith. 

But  even  admitting  that  mental  character  invariably  corresponded  with 
the  cerebral  developments.  Dr.  S.  maintains  that  this  would  furnish  no 
proof  that  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.  "  The  corres- 
pondence might  be  casual,  or  it  might  be  due  to  some  common,  though 
unknown  source"  !  This  would,  indeed,  be  a  coincidence  next  to  miracu- 
lous. It  is  tantamount  to  the  syllogism,  all  rational  beings  have  the  anterior 
cerebral  lobes  largely  developed — man  is  a  rational  being — man,  therefore, 
has  them  largely  developed ;  but  this  large  development  has  no  connec- 
tion with  his  rationality.  Suppose  that  it  was  always  found,  that  acute- 
ness  of  smell  was  associated  with  a  large  olfactory  organ  ;  acuteness  of 
sight,  with  a  large  eye ;  and  of  hearing,  with  a  large  ear:  should  we  be 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  acuteness  of  these  senses  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  size  of  the  organs?  It  is  just  as  unphilosophical  to  admit  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  mental  affections  and  their  organs,  and  then 
deny  that  the  organs  have  any  agency  in  producing  such  correspondence. 
But  our  author  thinks  this  correspondence  cannot  be  made  out,  "  so 
'profoundly  ignorant  are  we  of  the  whole  subject  "  !  Now,  we  protest 
against  his  speaking  for  any  body  but  himself  "in  this  matter;  that  he  is 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  we  admit — but  it  does  not 
follow  diat  others  are  as  ignorant  as  he  is. — (Another  s|)ecimen  of  rea- 
soning a  seipso !)     This  appeal  to  our  ignorance,  Dr.  S.  calls  a  "  round- 

*  Dr.  S.  endorses  the  absurd  position  of  M.  Lafarque,  that  the  form  of  the  head,  and  consequently 
of  the  brain,  depends  iiUusithtr  upon  the  mechanical  construction  of  the  skeleton,  and  that  this  con- 
struction is  itself  regulated  by  the  manner  in  wliicli  llic  animal  stands,  moves  and  uses  its  organs  of 
mastication  !  Conseiiiienlly  the  head  of  man  is  globular,  because  the  position  oi'man  is  erect,  so  that 
it  may  be  nicely  poised  upon  its  centre  of  support.  But  why  not  supposts  that  the  skeleton  was  made 
fcr  the  head,  instead  of  the  head  for  the  skeleton  .' 
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ing  ofF  of  the  argument !  "  Not  only  are  the  premises,  he  thinks,  un- 
sound, but  the  conclusion  is  "  illegitimate."  There  are  no  facts  on 
which  to  base  the  "  assumption  of  the  organs,"  and  therefore  they  are  "  the 
creatures  of  fancy  "  !  Thus  ends  our  author's  argument  to  pi'ove  the 
falsity  of  the  second  proposition.  As  it  is  not  our  object  to  go  into  the 
proofs  in  detail,  in  favor  of  phrenology,  but  merely  to  point  out  the  fal- 
lacy of  our  author's  reasoning,  we  shall  offer  nothing  further  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  having  succeeded,  as  we  believe,  in  demonstrating  tiie  en- 
tire inappositeness  and  inconclusiveness  of  the  argument,  if  it  may  even 
be  dignified  by  that  name.  TCwo  or  three  negative  cases,  or  rather  skele- 
tons of  cases,  have  been  adduced  to  put  down  some  volumes  of  well-at- 
tested positive  facts,  going  to  prove  the  correspondence  of  certain  mental 
traits,  with  certain  cerebral  developments — all  which  are  passed  over  in 
silence,  or  rather  with  the  denial  that  any  such  facts  exist.  With  these 
exceptions,  the  a\ithor's  whole  work  is  made  up  of  fine-spun  metaphysi- 
cal disquisitions.  Now,  as  phrenology  is  a  science  of  pure  observation, 
and  to  be  tested  only  by  facts,  it  would  seem  a  singular  mode  of  reason- 
ing to  appeal  to  "  ignorance,"  "  the  doctrine  of  chances,"  and  "  possi- 
ble contingences,"  instead  of  boldly  marching  up  to  the  citadel,  in  the 
only  successful  mode  in  which  it  could  possibly  be  approached.  We 
must  do  the  author,  however,  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he  has 
made  the  most  ingenious,  and  to  the  ignorant,  the  most  plausible  attack 
on  the  science  which  we  have  yet  seen,  and  infinitely  more  honest  and 
creditable  than  the  wretched  caricature  of  Dr.  Sewall,  or  the  miserable 
abortion  of  Dr.  Reese.  How  much  more  honorable  would  it  have  been 
for  all,  to  have  held  their  judgment  in  abeyance  until  they  had  thoroughly 
studied  the  subject ;  they  would  then  not  have  committed  themselves  to 
opinions,  which  the  observation  of  every  day  is  destined  to  subvert,  and 
which  reason  shows  to  be  unfounded  and  fallacious. 

The  author  next  takes  up  the  third  proposition,  viz.,  "  That  the  organs 
of  the  various  faculties  of  the  mind  are  situated  upon  the  surface  of  the 
brain,  and  to  that  surface,  and  consequently  to  them,  the  skull  is  seconda- 
rily moulded,  and  with  great  accuracy,"  he.  The  first  suggestion  we 
have  to  offer  here,  is,  that  in  stating  a  phrenological  doctrine,  it  would 
seem  no  more  than  just  that  the  language  of  some  standard  phrenological 
writer  should  be  adopted,  and  not  a  self-made  proposition,  which  expresses 
something  different  from  what  phrenology  teaches.  Thus  we  know  no 
one  that  believes  the  '•'  organs  "  to  be  situated  entirely  on  the  ''  surface 
of  the  brain."  Mr.  Combe  says,  "an  organ  may  be  likened  to  an  in- 
verted cone,  with  its  apex  in  the  medulla,  and  its  base  as  the  surface  of 
the  brain ;  the  broader  the  base  and  larger  the  distance  between  it  and 
the  apex,  the  greater  will  be  the  size,  or  the  quantity  of  matter  which  it 
will  contain."  Mr.  Combe  does  not  hold  that  these  organs  may  be  seen, 
thus  disposed  in  the  shape  of  cones,  but  introduces  them  by  way  of  illus- 
tration to  show  that  the  organs  are  not  confined  to  the  "  surface  of  the 
brain."  The  convolutions  and  the  ventricles  would,  in  fact,  render  such  an 
exact  arrangement  impossible,  and  phrenology  only  teaches  that  the  or- 
gans penetrate  deep  into  the  interior  substance  of  the  brain. 

Dr.  S.  admits  that  the  "  skull  is  secondarily,  and  very  precisely  adapt- 
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ed  to  the  brain,"  but  yet  denies  that  we  can  know,  with  any  certainty, 
the  inequahlies  or  proininencfs  on  the  surface  of  the  hrain  (luring  hfe,  by 
examining  the  superfices  of  the  head.  "  Tliere  may  be  internal  inequah- 
lies, amounting  to  nearly  half  an  inch,  of  which  there  are  no  external 
signs"  !  This  staten^ent  is  altogether  unworthy  of  Dr.  S.,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  professor  of  anatomy,  and  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
anatomy  of  the  human  skull.  We  appeal  lo  anyone  who  is  in  the  habit 
of  dissecting,  whether  this  statement  of  Dr.  S.  is  not  practically  erroneous. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  cranium  is  moulded  upon  the  brain,  according 
to  the  successive  development  of  the  cerebral  parts,  and,  that  though  the 
two  plates  of  the  cranial  bones  may  not  always  be  exactly  parallel,  or 
of  a  uniform  thickness,  thus  preventing  the  external  surface  from  exactly 
representing  the  convolutions  of  the  brain,  yet,  that  this  difference  of 
parallelism  is  never  sufficient  to  affect  the  calculations  of  the  phrenologist, 
or  set  aside  his  conclusions.  The  departure  from  parallelism  rarely 
amounts  to  one  eighth  of  an  inch,  generally  not  more  than  one  twelfth, 
while  it  is  common  to  find  a  difference  of  an  inch  or  more  between  similar 
organs  of  the  propensities  and  sentiments,  and  half  that  difference,  at  least, 
in  those  of  the  intellect,  in  different  persons.  Magendie  says  that  "the 
only  way  of  estimating  the  volume  of  the  brain,  in  a  living  person,  is  to 
measure  the  dimensions  of  the  skull;  every  other  means,  even  that  pro- 
posed by  Camper,  is  uncertain."  Charles  Bell  observes,  "we  find  that 
the  bones  of  the  head  are  moulded  to  the  brain  in  a  living  person,  and 
the  peculiar  shapes  of  the  bones  of  the  head  are  determined  by  the  original 
peculiarity  in  the  shape  of  the  brain."  These  authorities  may  possibly 
outweigh  the  negative  testimony  of  Dr.  S.  It  is  not,  however,  denied, 
that  in  disease,  the  skull  may  be  thickened,  as  in  the  case  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Sewall ;  or,  it  may,  from  the  same  cause,  be  enlarged  or  diminished  ; 
and  in  old  age,  the  bones  may  grow  sensibly  thinner;  or  the  inner  table 
may  sink,  while  the  outer  one  preserves  its  original  shape  and  position. 
These  are,  however,  but  rare  exceptions  to  a  general  rule.  A  very  slight 
acquaintance  with  anatomy  will  enable  us  to  make  all  necessary  allow- 
ance for  the  sutures,  sinuses,  and  occipital  ridge,  including  the  frontal 
sinus.  If  we  admit  that  the  frontal  sinus  prevents  a  correct  apprecia- 
tion of  the  size  of  a  few  organs,  such  as  form,  size,  weight,  iJcc,  it 
certainly  lias  nothing  to  do  with  the  thirty-one  other  organs.  We  deny 
that  Mr.  Combe  maintains  "  that  all  large  frontal  sinuses  are  the  result  of 
disease."  There  is  no  such  statement  to  be  found  in  his  works.  For  a 
full  and  satisfactory  reply  to  this  objection,  first  urged  by  Dr.  Barclay  in 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  we  refer  to  Combe's  "  Phrenoloi]:y  " — p.  76,  7,8. 
We  would,  however,  remark,  that  we  have  scarcely  ever  found  any  diffi- 
culty in  distinguishing  between  external  appearances,  produced  by  the 
frontal  sinus,  and  those  indicating  a  large  development  of  organs,  for  in  the 
first  instance  the  forms  of  the  elevations  are  irregular,  and  in  the  second, 
symmetrical.  Finally,  do  men  manifest  their  true  and  natural  sentiments 
and  capacities  in  their  actions?  If  this  be  so,  then,  as  we  have  proved 
by  the  acknowledgments  of  the  greatest  anatomists,  that  the  exact  form 
of  the  brain  may  be  determined  by  observing  the  figure  of  the  skull,  it 
follows  that  we  are  able  to  compare  the  faculties  and  their  corresponding 
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development  in  living  subjects,  and  thus  to  establish  the  proposition, 
"  that  the  phrenological  mode  of  philosophizing  is  competent  to  enable 
us  to  attain  the  results  sought  for."' 

It  would  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  show  that  our  authoi'  has  contradict- 
ed his  most  important  statements,  in  many  places.  We  shall  point  out  a 
few,  besides  those  already  noticed.  '"Since  the  brain  forms  the  material 
instrument  of  thought,  it  may  well  happen  that  quantity  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  indispensable  to  its  efficiency."  '^Between  individual  and  indi- 
vidual, mere  bulk  of  head,  within  ordinary  limits,  is  an  element  of  no  ap- 
preciable importance."  "  Tiiere  is  no  difficulty  in  supposing  that  a  full- 
sized,  iveJI formed  head  will  [)erform  its  -functions,  whatever  may  be  their 
nature,  moie  effectually  than  one  which  is  diminutive,  or  ill  shapen." 
'•Litlle  is  the  necessary  connection  between,  either  the  shape,  or  the  Lulk 
of  the  brain,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  individual  "  ! — p.  133.  "There 
is  nothing  atfording  the  slightest  countenance  to  the  notion  of  specific 
'organs'  in  the  brain."  "  No  person  supposes  or  contends,  that  every 
part  of  the  cephalic  mass  is  equally  and  constantly  employed,  whatever 
may  be  the  feelings  or  trains  of  thought  occu|)ying  the  mind  "  !  We  have 
already  pointed  out  several  instances  of  unfairness  on  the  part  of  Dr.  S. 
and  more  could  be  adduced.  We  will,  however,  mention  but  a  single  in- 
stance more.  "  When  Zerah  Colburn,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "  w  hose  \)0\\  ers  of  cal- 
culation excited  so  much  astonishment,  was  presented,  Gall,  knowing  him, 
from  circumstances,  to  be  an  Amcricanhd,  had  no  difficulty  in  discovering 
the  proper  'organ.'" — p.  139.  JNow,  Colburn  himself,  in  his  "Memoirs" 
(p.  76),  gives  the  following  account  of  his  introduction  to  Dr.  Gall  :  "  Dr. 
Gall,  well  known  as  the- author  of  the  System  of  Craniology,  was  then 
in  Paris,  and  by  means  of  his  tutor,  Zerah  was  introduced  to  him, 
without  the  doctor  s  having  any  previous  intimation  of  the  character  of 
his  visiter.  Being  requested  by  Mr.  C.  he  proceeded  to  examine  the 
cranium  of  his  subject,  and  readily  discovered,  on  the  sides  of  the  eye- 
brows, certain  protuberances  and  peculiarities,  which  indicated  the  pre- 
sence of  a  faculty  of  computation." 

Dr.  S.  gives  sundry  reasons  why  there  are  believers  in  phrenology  ; 
which,  by  the  way,  he  thinks  no  more  strange,  than  that  there  should  be 
found  believers  in  homceopathy  and  animal  magnetism!  He  has  hit  on 
everything  but  the  true  reason,  and  that  is.  phrenology  is  founded  in  na- 
ture— its  proofs  are  so  manifest,  that  "he  who  runs  may  read,"  if  he  will 
only  keep  his  eyes  open,  and  not  go  blind-folded  about,''as  some  would 
seem  to  have  done.  We  do  not  wonder  at  the  exclamation,  "it  is  per- 
fectly marvellous  how  small  is  our  amount  of  exact  truth,"  for  we  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  a  phrenological  doctrine  or  fact  truly  and  plainly  stated  in 
the  whole  work.  Such  is  the  power  of  prejudice,  and  the  poor  ambition 
of  achieving  a  victory. 

Should  it  be  asked,  how  has  it  happened  that  a  man  of  Prof.  Smith's 
talents  should  have  so  signally  failed  in  his  attack  upon  the  doctrines  of 
phrenology — doctrines  which  are  now-  taught  by  the  ablest  physiologists 
of  the  age — we  can  only  reply,  that  the  author  is,  by  taste,  habit  and 
education,  a  metaphysician,  and  nothing  but  a  metaphysician.  Such  a 
mind  as  his  can  no  more  appreciate  the  facts  of  physiology,  or  form  correct 
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conclusions  on  physical  subjects,  than  a  blind  man  can  judge  of  colors, 
or  a  deaf  man  of  music.  It  is  doubtful,  whether,  with  scalpel  in  hand, 
he  would  have  patience  to  dissect  an  "organ,"  so  prone  would  he  be  to 
speculate  on  its  functions — he  would  rather  prefer  to  consider  tvhat  life  is, 
than  to  investigate  its  phenomena.  Having  been  taught  to  believe  that  the 
mind  is  simple,  he  infers  that  its  seat  in  the  brain  is  simple,  and  accord- 
ingly locales  it  in  the  corpora  oHvaria ;  the  very  idea  of  a  plurality  of 
organs  for  the  different  mental  faculties,  seems  heretical,  for  it  is  contrary 
to  anything  taught  by  Locke,  Malbranche,  Reid  or  Stewart!  Everything 
claiming  to  be  new  must  be  false,  because  it  is  new  ;  he  cannot  believe 
that  anything  more  is  known  of  the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  than  what 
he  taught,  when  president  of  Williams  and  Mary.  As  to  the  brain,  it 
may  be  "  the  material  instrument  of  thought,"  but  then  "  we  are  profoundly 
ignorant  on  the  subject,"  and  indeed,  "  knowledge  on  this  point  is  not 
attainable  at  all."  Gall  is  "  a  visionary,"  his  system  "  a  creation  of  the 
fancy."  Such  is  the  opinion  of  a  metaphysician  in  relation  to  a  system, 
built  up  exclusively  by  a  rigid  induction  of  facts,  to  the  exclusion  of  every- 
thing not  founded  in  nature — a  system  which  appeals  constantly  to  obser- 
vation to  confirm  its  doctrines,  and  sustain  its  deductions.  How  over- 
whelming to  the  lover  of  truth  to  find  such  a  system,  weighed  in  the 
scales  of  metaphysical  abstraction,  and  absolute  spiritualism,  and  then  con- 
demned authoritatively,  because  the  bird's-eye  dogmatist,  wrapped  in  the 
conceit  of  his  wire-drawn  speculations,  is  unable  to  understand  how  the 
different  fundamental  qualities  can  act  through  material  organs  !* 

Candidus. 


ANEURISM   BY   ANASTOMOSIS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  Gr.\nt  Hoisington,  of  Ellisburgh,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  applied 
to  me  on  the  1st  of  Sept.,  1840,  for  advice  in  relation  to  a  pulsating 
tumor  which  occupied  the  situation  of  the  right  orbit.  It  commenced  at 
the  lower  margin  of  the  eye,  and  extended  down  to  the  nose,  crowding 
that  member  to  the  opposite  side,  and  producing  great  deformity.  It  had 
been  about  one  year  progressing  when  I  first  saw  it,  and  of  late  had 
grown  very  rapidly  and  caused  much  pain.  I  gave  my  opinion,  and  ad- 
vised the  operation  of  applying  a  ligature  to  the  common  carotid  artery 
as  the  only  n)eans  of  doing  any  good.  On  the  lOth  of  Sept.  I  was  re- 
quested to  visit  Ellisburgh  and  perform  the  operation,  which  I  did  in  the 
presence  of  Drs.  Eastman,  Sen.  and  Jun.,  Jones  and  others,  assisted  by 
Dr.  John  Binsse,  of  Watertown.  Mrs.  H.  was  60  years  of  age,  and 
though  of  a  nervous  temperament,  bore  the  operation  with  great  firmness. 
The  wound  was  dressed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  patient  left  with 

*  "  If  any  whim  can  he  conceived,  beyond  the  pale  of  a  sane  imagination,  it  must  be  the  idea  that 
a  diminutive  mass  of  cerebral  matter,  four-fifths  water,  and  as  simple  in  construction,  as  sni'all  in 
quantity,  can  per  sc,  and  in  virtue  solely  ()(  its  position,  produce  all  the  results,  physiological  and 
mental,  wtiicli  1  have  enumerated  "  I  (p.  135.)  Is  it  any  more  easy  to  conceive  how  the  whole  braia 
can  be  tlie  instrument  of  the  mind,  than  how  a  smaller  portion  of  it  may  be  the  organ  of  a  par- 
ticular faculty  ? 
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Dr.  Eastman.  Extensive  erysipelatous  inflammation  occurred  on  the 
Ibllowinij  day,  but  was  soon  overcome,  and  the  patient  continued  to  do 
well,  with  ordinary  attention.  On  the  39th  day  1  removed  the  ligature, 
without  any  bad  consequences  following,  and  discharged  her  cured,  she 
being  then  able  to  sit  up  and  having  a  good  appetite. 

P.  S. — In  March,  1841,  Mrs.  H.  died  of  confirmed  phthisis. 
Boston,  Jahj '■id,  1841.  F.  A.  Cadvvell,  M.D. 


MILK-SICKNESS. 

The  ^'  Mill  Stone  Knob,'"  in  Sumner  county,  Tenn.,  is  one  of  the  locali- 
ties which  have  been  famed,  since  the  settlement  of  the  country,  for  giv- 
ing rise  to  milk-sickness.  It  is  now  generally  called  the  " jpoiso7i  knob." 
Yet  domestic  animals  of  every  description  may  be  seen,  at  this  season, 
feeding  upon  the  grass  which  grows  luxuriantly  on  its  sides  wherever 
the  sun  has  gained  admission  to  the  soil,  and  it  is  understood  that  they 
may  continue  to  range  it  with  safety  until  about  the  commencement  of 
winter.  In  a  hasty  excursion  which  we  made  to  the  knob,  a  few  weeks 
since,  we  saw,  every  now  and  then,  a  spot  where  a  fire  had  been  kin- 
dled to  consume  the  carcass  of  some  anin)al  which  had  perished  of  the 
poison.  Such  occurrences,  we  learned,  were  still  not  uncommon  in  the 
neighborhood,  yet  owing  to  the  caution  of  the  people  in  keeping  their 
milch-cows  upon  pastures  which  have  been  cultivated,  a  case  of  poison- 
ing in  the  human  subject  has  not  occurred  for  three  years.  The  country 
around  the  knob  is  thickly  settled,  and  families  are  found  living  on  the 
sides  of  the  hill.  They  feel  safe  so  long  as  they  abstain  from  the  flesh 
and  milk  of  animals  that  have  been  ranging  the  "  poison  knob,"  or,  in 
other  words,  while  they  confine  their  stock  to  their  own  cultivated 
grounds.  This  knob  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  to  be  seen  in  that 
fertile  region  of  country,  and  has  a  black,  rich  soil  to  its  very  summit, 
which  is  now  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  cane.  So  fine  is  the 
pasture  upon  it,  in  winter,  that  persons  drive  their  young  cattle  to  it  to 
pass  that  season.  A  few  die  of  the  poison,  but  they  feel  themselves  in- 
demnified in  the  saving  of  forage  and  labor  that  would  be  necessary  to 
take  the  survivors  through  the  winter.  I  need  hardly  add  that  the  cause 
of  this  singular  disease  has  not  been  discovered.  The  remedy  for  it  is 
prevention,  and  this  consists  in  bringing  the  soil  under  the  dominion  of 
the  plough.  One  year's  cultivation  effectually  eradicates  the  poison,  and 
forever  afierwards  the  lands  infected  by  it,  if  sowed  in  grass,  may  be 
depastured  with  impunity.  It  is  a  fact  attested  by  all  with  whom  1  con- 
versed, that  hogs  and  buzzards,  as  well  as  hens  and  turkeys,  are  poisoned 
by  the  flesh  of  animals  that  have  died  from  this  cause.  Dr.  GrafFe,  it 
may  be  known  to  some  of  the  readers  of  this  Journal,  came  to  a  contrary 
conclusion  after  some  experiments  upon  the  hog,  as  related  in  a  late  No. 
of  the  Medical  Examiner. —  Western  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 
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ANATOMY,    I'HYSIOLOGY   AND   DISEASKS   OF   THE   EAR. 

There  is  now  in  cniirse  of  pubiiraiion  in  the  London  Lancet,  a  series  of 
lectures  on  these  subjects,  by  Mr.  George  Pilcher,  which  are  very  accepta- 
ble. The  sixth  is  particularly  instructive,  accompanied  as  it  is  by  wood 
illustrations  of  the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  batrachian  family.  It  is 
quite  impossible  for  any  modern  anatomist  to  exhibit  any  over-looked  part 
of  the  beautiful  mechanism  of  the  internal  ear,  but  it  is  certain  that  some 
individuals  have  a  better  and  more  agreeable  method  of  explaining  even 
old  things,  than  others.  Mr.  Pilcher  possesses  the  happy  faculty  of  keep- 
ing up  a  constant  interest — and  he  may  therefore  be  regarded  with  favor. 
No  one  has  succeeded  better  in  the  elucidation  of  an  extremely  intricate 
part  of  the  body.  Should  these  lectures  by-and-by  appear  in  the  shape 
of  a  volume,  unconnected  with  that  mass  of  matter  which  enters  into  the 
composition  of  a  journal,  it  will  certainly  extend  the  fame  of  the  author. 


Artificial  Anatomy. — Messrs.  Henry  Rawls  &  Co.  of  Albany,  have 
made  arrangements  with  M.  Auzoux,  of  Paris,  for  furnishing  medical  gen- 
tlemen in  this  country  with  his  specimens  of  artificial  anatomv,  so  called. 
These  are  the  invention  of  Auzoux,  who  has  attained  universal  celebrity 
as  an  imitator  of  the  anatomy  of  man,  and  are  made  of  a  light  substance, 
like  the  pulp  in  the  vats  of  a  paper-mill,  from  which  the  sheets  are  manu- 
factured. The  utility  of  the  invention  has  never  been  questioned — but 
the  price  has  prevented  extensive  sales,  both  here  and  in  other  countries. 
A  large  model  of  a  man,  six  feel  high,  with  case  and  stand,  costs  3,200 
francs;  a  small  one,  four  feet  high,  L050  francs;  a  complete  model  of  a 
female,  1000  francs;  fourteen  uteri,  showing  the  product  of  conception  at 
all  periods  of  gestation,  500  francs;  female  pelvis,  with  surrounding  parts, 
&c.,  300  francs;  foetal  heart,  of  large  dimensions,  50  francs ;  a  leg  and 
foot,  large  size,  150  francs,  and  those  of  small  dimensions,  50  francs. 
Thus  it  will  be  perceived,  that  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  possess 
these  ingenious  copies  from  natiire,  it  is  far  cheaper  to  make  real  prepara- 
tions— which,  after  all,  are  infinitely  superior  to  any  imitations.  Those 
who  study  anatomy  or  operative  surgery  solely  on  a  manakin,  will  be  bet- 
ter prepared  for  operating  on  paper  men,  than  living  beings.  The  road  to 
anatomical  knowledge  is  made  so  extremely  delicate  with  some  schools  of 
late,  that  we  fear  the  plain  business  of  tying  arteries,  amputating  crushed 
limbs,  and  saving  life  under  circumstances  which  make  immediate  de- 
mands upon  one's  professional  skill,  will  be  conducted  in  a  way  that  will 
not  redound  to  the  future  credit  of  their  graduates. 


Hydropathic  Institute. — When  speaking  of  the  new  school  of  water 
doctors  in  Europe,  a  tew  months  since,  who  arc  making  proselytes  amaz- 
ingly fast,  we  predicted  their  introduction  into  this  country,  the  most  fa- 
vorable of  all  soils  for  the  propagation  of  new  doctrines ;   but  we  hardly 
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suspected  that  the  seed  which  had  reached  the  United  States  in  the  shape 
of  certificates  of  astonishing  cures  of  very  distinguished  people,  would 
germinate  here  so  quickly  as  events  have  proved.  In  the  town  of  Fon- 
da, Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  man  who  signs  himself  M.  Kkhler,  prof eS' 
sor  of  hydrnpatJiics,  has  opened  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  all  dis- 
eases incident  to  humanity,  by  the  agency  of  pure  water,  principally  ap- 
plied externally,  without  the  aid  of  any  kind  of  medicine  or  medicinal 
preparations.  There  is  an  advertisement,  together  with  a  dialogue  and 
some  other  explanatory  processes  of  the  hydropathic  system,  in  the  Fonda 
Herald  of  June  29th,  which  are  worth  reading,  as  a  pseudo-scientific  cu- 
riosity. We  certainly  wish  this  hydropathic  mania  all  possible  success; 
it  is  a  method  of  treating  some  conditions  of  the  body  which  common 
sense  indicates,  but  is  most  sadly  nei^lected  because  it  has  wanted  the 
sanction  of  great  names.  If  Professor  Richler  could  be  induced  to  locale 
his  institute  at  the  town-pump  in  Wharf  street,  the  neighboring  inhabi- 
tants might  avail  themselves  of  his  services  ;  and  if  they  were  not  always 
cured,  frequent  ablutions,  combined  with  soap  and  sand,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  master  of  undoubted  intellectual  calibre,  would  have  the  effect  of 
convincing  Bostonians  that  the  operation  in  that  part  of  the  city  was  not 
injurious  either  to  public  or  individual  health. 


Medical  Institution  of  New  Hampshire. — Lectures  will  commence  in 
the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth  College,  a  venerable  and  excellent 
institution,  on  Thursday,  August  5th.  A  gentleman  took  up  the  circular 
the  other  day,  and  in  reading  over  the  names  of  the  fixculty,  desired  to 
know  who  Dr.  Peaslee  was — the  new  lecturer  on  anatomy  and  physi- 
ology. Happening  to  know  that  gentleman,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to 
assure  those  who  may  meet  him  for  the  first  time  in  the  anatomical  thea- 
tre, that  he  is  a  man  of  refinement,  kindness  of  manner,  a  thorough 
scholar,  and  fitted  both  by  education  and  inclination  for  the  chair  to  which 
the  Corporation  of  the  College  have  wisely  called  him.  If  the  advan- 
tages of  foreign  study  under  the  greatest  scientific  masters  of  the  age, 
and  in  the  most  celebrated  schools  of  anatomy  and  surgery  in  the  world, 
are  of  consequence  in  completing  the  professional  qualifications  of  a  pub- 
lic instructer,  superadded  to  high  natural  endowments,  with  a  mind  tho- 
roughly cultivated  at  home  before  visiting  the  institutions  of  Europe,  it 
was  a  happy  choice  for  the  future  reputation  of  the  medical  school  at 
Hanover,  when  Dr.  Peaslee  was  selected. 


Medical  Sympathy. — A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County 
of  Jefl^erson,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  held  on  the  6th,  at  Water- 
town,  the  objects  of  which,  and  the  resolutions  that  were  unanimously 
passed,  will  be  lasting  memorials  of  the  kindness,  sympathy  and  moral 
worth  of  the  profession  in  that  part  of  our  country.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  Jr.,  of  that  town,  was  recently  thrown  from 
a  horse  in  the  street,  and  almost  instantly  deprived  of  life.  The  father  of 
the  lamented  deceased,  is  Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  professor  of  surgery  in 
Willoughby  University,  Ohio,  who  in  consequence  of  age  and  family 
bereavement,  as  we  understand,  has  finally  resolved  to  return  to  Water- 
town,  the  field  in  which,  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  he  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful and  distinguished  operative  surgeon.  The  second  resolve  has  re- 
ference to  Dr.  Trowbridge's  return.    Where  can  less  envy  be  found  amongst 
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to' 


any  body  of  men  of  the  same  profession,  than  amongst  the  medical  praC' 
titioners  of  Jefferson  County  ? 

"  Whereas  this  Society  since  its  last  annual  meeting,  through  the  dispen- 
sation of  a  vvise  and  inscrutable  Providence,  have  been  called  to  mourn 
the  appalling,  painful  and  premature  death  of  one  of  its  most  useful  and 
distinguished  members,  viz.,  Amasa  Trowbridge,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  this  village, 
Therefore  resolved.  That  this  Society  deeply  sympathize  with  the  distin- 
guished father,  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased,  the  medical  profession 
in  genera],  and  the  public  at  large,  in  this  afflicting  bereavement. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  have  learned  with  unfeigned  satisfaction, 
that  the  father  of  the  deceased  contemplates  a  return  to  this  county,  the 
seat  of  his  former  usefulness,  and  that  this  Society  greet  him  with  a 
hearty  welcome  to  his  former  place  of  residence  to  impart  the  blessings  of 
his  skill,  and  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel." 


Dr.  Poyen. — Frequent  inquiries  are  made  about  the  present  residence 
of  the  gentleman  wiiose  name  heads  this  paragraph.  For  a  long  while, 
unaided,  ridiculed  far  and  near,  and  often  wholly  misrepresented,  he  fear- 
lessly endeavored  to  propagate  what  he  considered  the  neglected  study  of 
animal  magnetism.  He  wrote  elaborately  while  in  Boston,  on  that,  to 
him,  untiring  subject,  however  antique  it  might  have  appeared  to  others; 
lectured  upon  it,  whether  he  had  many  hearers  or  only  a  few  ;  and,  what 
still  remains  a  memorial  of  his  moral  honesty  with  the  printers,  he  always 
paid  their  bills — an  item  of  no  small  account  with  one  who  is  pushing  an 
unpopular  doctrine  through  an  unbelievinor  community,  against  wind  and 
tide,  at  the  expense  of  his  own  pocket.  A  friend  of  the  doctor's,  and  one  for 
whom  we  entertain  a  profound  feeling  of  personal  respect,  assures  us  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  insinuations  abroad  in  regard 
to  Dr.  Poyen's  character.  He  considers  him  an  upright,  virtuous  man, 
wholly  intent  upon  the  study  of  that  philosophy  which  he  believes  promises 
the  greatest  amount  of  happiness  in  the  social  state.  We  most  cheerfully 
give  publicity  to  an  opinion  emanating  from  such  a  source,  and  confess 
our  readiness  to  render  all  honor  to  whom  it  may  be  due.  At  present.  Dr. 
Poyen  resides  in  Paris,  and  is  diligently  pursuing  medical  studies  in  the 
hospitals  of  that  famous  city.  Letters,  therefore,  may  be  addressed  to 
him  there. 


Medicated  Baths. — Dr.  Gerrish  has  accomplished  a  desideratum  in  the 
structure  of  his  very  excellent  medicated  steam  baths.  The  boiler  is  be- 
neath the  floor  of  the  receiving  room,  oulof  sight,  and  the  steam  is  conduct- 
ed through  pipes  into  the  neat  apartment  where  the  patient  is  to  receive  its 
influence.  Since  all  classes  of  practitioners  in  the  city  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  this  is  an  important  inode  of  treating  very  many  diseases, 
they  can  alike  direct  those  who  consult  ihem  to  Dr.  G.'s  elegant  ac- 
commodations in  Graphic  court,  nearly  opposite  the  head  of  Franklin 
street.  It  is  a  convenience  to  have  access  to  such  a  place  ;  any  form  of 
bath  which  the  physician  may  think-  it  advisable  to  prescribe,  is  readily 
given  by  Dr.  Gerrish,  with  as  much  precision  as  an  apothecary  would  weigh 
out  the  several  parts  of  a  prescription.  The  bath-rooms  are  tastefully 
fitted  up,  and  a  degree  of  neatness  pervades  the  whole  establishment, 
creditable  to  the  proprietor's  good  management. 
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Biinsion  of  a  Sphincter. — At  one  of  the  late  meetings  of  the  London 
Medical  Society,  Mr.  Hird  related  the  case  of  a  patient  who  had  sutiered 
excruciating  pain  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  a  remarkable  tender- 
ness in  a  spot  just  within  the  rectum,  about  the  size  of  a  shilling-piece. 
Not  yielding  to  any  of  the  remedies  which  were  prescribed,  with  a  bis- 
toury the  surgeon  divided  the  sphincter,  which  gave  instant  relief,  and 
the  gentleman  remains  permanently  cured. 


Medical  Miscellany. — In  the  Boston  Courier  of  July  20th,  is  an  account 
of  a  surgical  operation,  performed  with  a  cheese  knife  and  carpenter's  saw, 
on  a  man  whose  limbs  were  iiijured  on  the, Erie  Railroad,  at  Piermont, — A 
journal  in  France  details  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  a  woman  of 
60,  in  consequence  of  the  venomous  bite  of  a  toad  ! — Dr.  Hough,  of  New 
Orleans,  convicted  of  an  aggravated  assault  on  a  young  female,  has  been 
sentenced  to  hard  labor  in  the  Penitentiary  for  two  years,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  to  find  surely  in  $2000  for  his  good  behavior  for 
one  year. 


Errata. — In  No.  21  the  name  of  Dr.  Shipman,  on  pages  344  and  345,  was 
twice  spelt  witli  the  initials  A.  W.  instead  of  A.  B. 

Married,— At  Entield,  Mass.,  James  H.  Gray.  M.D..  to  Miss  R.  W.  Capen.— 
At  Philadelphia,  J.  D.  Miller.  M.D.,  U.  S.N.,  to  Miss  Julia  Barton.— In  Raleigh, 
Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  Dr.  Win.  A.  F.  Buirv,  to  Miss  Frances  A.  Taylor.— At 
Coxsackie,  N."Y.,  Henry  H.  Tomlinson,  M.D.",  to  Miss  C.  C.  Adams. 

Died, — At  New  York,  Dr.  William  J.  McN^vin,  79,  a  native  of  Ireland. — At 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  Dr.  Samuel  Bugbee,  60. — In  Pasquotank  Coimty,  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina.  The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.,  but  had  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  a  resident  of  North  Carolina. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  24,  33. — Males,  15  ;  Females,  18.     Stillborn,  3. 
Of  consumption,  3 — infantile,  3 — teething,  1 — lung  fever,  2— dysentery,  2 — drowned,  1 — fits,  4 — in- 
temperance, 2 — bowel  complaint,  2 — dropsy,  1 — hoopin?  cough,  1 — croup,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 
— typhus  fever,  1 — chronic  diarrhcea,  1 — measles,  1 — bleeding  at  iungs,  1 — bronchitis,  I — smallpox,  2. 

UNIVERSITY   OF    NEW  YORK —DEPARTMENT   OF   MEDICINE. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  October  next,  and  continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
Gr\nville  Shurp  P.\Triso\,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
JoH.N  Revere,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Martyn  Paine,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Meilicine  and  Materia  Medica. 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John  W.  Ur\per,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  amount  to  iSIOo.     Matriculation  fee,  $5.    Respectable  board 
and  lodging  can  be  obtained  at  from  $2,5(1  to  $3,00  per  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  which  the  hospitals  of  New  York  offer  for  clinical  instruction,  a  Surgi- 
cal Clinique  has  been  instituted  in  the  College  building  under  the  direction  of  the  Professors  of 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.  JOHN  W.  DRAPER, 

Jy  28 — eoptNl  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 

TREMONT-STREET    MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Tremont  street,  continue  to  give  personal  instruction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretofore,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  pursuit  of  anatomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Inflrmary,  and  the  other  op- 
portunities belonging  to  their  school.  JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Jy28— eoply  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

TO    PHYSICIANS. 

A  physician  who  has  been  in  practice  for  tiie  last  seven  years,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Maine,  wishing 
to  change  his  location  for  one  in  the  interior  of  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut,  would  purchase,  ex- 
change, or,  what  would  be  more  preferable,  enter  into  partnership  with  one  who  has  been  in  good 
practice  for  a  long  series  of  years.    Address  the  editor,  post-paid.  Jy  28 — 4w 
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BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  the  first  TlmrsJay,5lh  of  August,  1341,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks.  Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  lectures,  $50  ;  fee  for  those  who  have  attended  two 
courses  at  any  respectable  medical  school,  $10;  graduation  fee,  $18;  library  fee  according  to  the 
number  of  books  taken.     Board,  from  $1,50  to  $2,00. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obsletrics,  by        -        -     H.  H.  Ohilds,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by         -         -  -        Fr\nk  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Anatouiy  and  Physiology,  l)y        -  .  -  .  -         -     James  McClintock,  M.U.       » 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  by  -  -  -  -  Alonzo  Clark,  M.U. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     -        -        -  -  -       M.  A.  I.ee,  M.l). 

Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by    -         -  Chester  Dewey,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  A natinnv,        .        -        .        .  .  .  C.  C.  Chaffee,  M.D. 

Pittsjitld,  Mass.,  May,  1811".  Je  9— tL  PARKER  HALL,  Secretary, 

iM:W    ElAMl'SHIRE    aiKDlCAE    INS'I'ITU'I'ION. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  August  next, 
and  continue  three  months. 

Dixi  Crosby,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Edward    E.  Phelps,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on   Materia  Medica,   Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  Medical 
Botany. 

Oliver  P.  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Joseph  Robv,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Pracliceof  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Expenses  for  the  course  of  iHClures,  S5U,00.  Graduating,  $18.  Matriculating,  $3,00.  Board  may 
be  had  at  $  1,33  to  $2,00  per  week,  and  abniulant  Ikcililies  for  those  who  may  wish  to  hoard  themselves. 
The  fees  must  be  paid  at  the  commenceinent  of  the  term,  or  notes  given  with  satisfactory  security.  AH 
operations  before  the  medic:il  class  are  performed  gratis.  Bv  order  of  the  Faculty, 

Darlmoulh  CoLUs^e,  Hanover,  June.  15,  1841.        Je  23— tA7  OLIVER  P.  HUBBARD,  Sec'y. 

UNIVERSITY   OF    J'llE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK. 

COLI.F.Gt;    OF     HUVSiCIASS     'VNn     SCRGKONS     IN    THK    CITV    OF     .NEW    YORK. 

The  annual  course  of  lA^cinre-i  for  the  session  of  1811  and  42  will  commence  on  the  first  Mondaj'  of 
November,  1811,  and  continue  until  the  lirst  of  March,  1612. 

J.  Augustine  Sviith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology. 

Alex.  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mvther  SiittI,  M.l).,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.U.,Prof.  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrey,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  Clieinistry  and  Boiany. 

Rubert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  General,  Special  ami  Pathological  Anatomy. 

WiLLiRD  PvRKER,  M.U.,  Prof.  of  the  Priuciples  and  Practice  of   Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chvndlbr  R.  GiLMAN,  M.U. ,  Prof  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Uiseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

James  Q.uackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Matriculation  fee,  $5.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $108.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  $ ).  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Good  board  may  be  procured  in  this  city  for  from  $2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B.—.\.  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday.  This  course  will  he  free  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  be  opened  fur  the  season  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

New  York,  i^nk  June,  1«11.  Je23— ejnf 

MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Censors' Meeting. —There  will  be  a  slated  meeting  nf  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  Society 
at  large,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  J-ohn  Jeffries,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
July,  1811,  at  4  o'clock,  P.M.  Je  3U— eiitni  Jt)HN  JEFFRIE.S,  Secreiari/. 

PRIVATE    .MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  bavins  been  long  engaged  in  private  medical  instruction,  propose  to  receive  pupils, 
and  to  devote  to  them  sncii  lime  ami  opportunities  for  study  and  practice  as  are  necessary  for  a  medi- 
cal education.  Their  pupils  will  be  admitted  without  fee  to  the  lectures  on  midwifery  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  have  opportunities  for  the 
study  of  practical  anatomy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Dr.  Otis.  Terms  may  be  learned 
bv  calling  on  Dr.  Otis,  No.  8  CUambers  street.  Fuel,  liglits  and  rooms  wilhont  charge. 
^  WALTER  CHANNING, 

Boston,  Augvst  19,  1840.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 


VACChNE    VIRUS. 

Phv«ici\ns  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  m\  addressing  the  E<litor  of  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  poit  /inhi,  wilhont  wliich  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollice.  June  19 
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n  CL.VPP  JR.  at  ld4  Washington  St.,  corner  of  i'rauklin  St.,  to  wliom  all  comnninications  must  be 
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PIN-SWALLOWING.— ULCERATIOiN   OF,  GLOTTIS— TRACHEOTOMY. 

A.  M.,  a  thin,  bony-looking  woman,  aged  44,  was  admitted,  Feb.  10th, 
to  the  University  College  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Liston.  She 
looks  older  than  her  stated  age.  She  is  a  washer-woman.  About  ten 
months  since,  whilst  washing  some  linen,  she  found  two  }3ins,  which  she 
put  into  her  mouth.  In  a  few  minutes,  being  engaged  in  talking,  she  for- 
got the  pins,  and  suddenly  swallowed  them.  She  tried,  inelfectually,  to 
get  them  back  again.     She  thinks  that  both  pins  went  down. 

Since  that  time  she  has  been  subject  to  a  very  troublesome  cough,  with 
irritation  about  the  windj)ipe,  and  expectoration.  She  applied  to  a  medi- 
cal man,  who  recommended  her  to  go  into  a  hospital ;  but  she  still  con- 
tinued her  usual  occupations.  About  three  weeks  ago  she  coughed  up  a 
quantity  of  dirty  yellow  and  greenish  niatter,  in  which  she  found  one  of 
the  lost  pins;  rough,  black,  and  partly  corroded.  Last  week  she  applied 
at  the  Hospital,  and  saw  IMr.  Liston,  who  recommended  her  to  become  an 
in-patient. 

Present  Symptoms. — Respiration  is  difficult  and  hurried,  and  is  accom- 
panied with  a  loud  wheezing  noise  in  the  throat ;  the  mouth  is  kept 
open  ;  the  muscles  of  the  neck  are  tense,  and  in  almost  constant  ac- 
tion ;  the  countenance  is  anxious  ;  the  li|)s  livid  ;  and  the  cheeks  pale 
and  sunken.  The  patient  cannot  lie  down,  as  the  painful  increase  in  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  almost  instantly  forces  her  to  rise  again.  At  night 
she  is  obliged  to  be  propped  up  with  pillows,  and  even  then  her  sleep  is 
much  disturbed  ;  and  she  frequently  wakes  with  a  start,  feeling  '■  as  though 
she  were  going  to  be  choked."  She  has  occasional  fits  of  coughing, 
which  cause  her  to  gasp  for  breath  in  a  most  distressing  manner,  and  with 
a  roaring  sound  of  iiispiration  ;  very  little  thick  mucus  is  expectorated  in 
general ;  she  eats  and  drinks  very  little,  as  swallowing  is  rather  painful, 
and  always  increases  the  distress  of  the  patient,  by  interrupting  respiration. 
On  examining  the  throat,  some  thickening,  without  any  particular  tender- 
ness, was  evident  about  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx  ;  and  on  passing 
the  forefinger  over  the  base  of  the  tongue,  Mr.  Liston  found  that  the  epi- 
glottis Nvas  nearly  destroyed  by  ulceration,  and  the  parts  around  felt  hard 
and  rough,  as  if  extensively  ulcerated.  Patient  speaks  in  a  low  whisper. 
Mr.  Liston  proposed  tracheotomy,  as  the  only  means  likely  to  relieve  the 
breathing,  and  give  any  chance  to  remedies  applied  with  the  view  of  stop- 
ping ulceration,  and  healing  the  sores  already  formed.  The  patient, how- 
ever, would  not  give  her  consent  to  the  operation. 
26 
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Feb.  17.  Last  night  the  patient  had  a  severe  attack  of  coughing, 
which  threatened  suffocation.  Slie  is  so  frightened  by  it  that  she  readily 
consents  to  any  operation  likely  to  relieve  her.  Mr.  Lislon  commenced 
by  making  an  incision  about  one  and  a  half  inches  long  in  the  median 
line  of  the  neck,  and  commencing  a  little  below  the  cricoid  cartilage. 
The  patient  was  seated  in  a  chair,  with  her  head  held  steady  by  an 
assistant. 

Two  or  three  strokes  of  the  scalpel  exposed  the  trachea  at  a  considera- 
ble depth,  without  wounding  any  vessel  of  consequence.  Mr.  Listen 
then  took  an  opportunity  of  the  larynx  being  drawn  upwards  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  muscles,  to  enter  the  knife  into  the  trachea  and  cut  upwards, 
so  as  to  divide  two  or  three  of  the  cartilaginous  rings.  In  doing  this  he 
held  the  scalpel  lightly,  with  the  point  directed  somewhat  upwards,  and 
the  back  of  the  blade  towards  the  vertebral  column. 

Immediately  that  this  was  done,  the  air  began  to  rush  violently  in  and 
out  of  the  wound,  and  the  patient  tossed  her  arms  about  in  a  state  of 
great  alarm.  Her  head  was  then  held  forward,  so  as  to  allow  the  blood  to 
trickle  out  of  the  wound  instead  of  passing  into  the  trachea,  and  she  was 
allowed  a  few  minutes  to  recover  from  her  alarm.  A  silver  canula,  rather 
larger  at  the  external  than  the  internal  opening,  and  curved  gradually 
downwards,  was  introduced  into  the  trachea,  and  secured  by  two  tapes 
through  rings  on  each  side  of  the  external  opening,  and  tied  behind  the 
neck.  She  was  then  put  to  bed,  with  tlie  head  and  shoulders  slightly 
raised. 

18.  Passed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night.  Breathing  much  relieved, 
chiefly  performed  through  the  canula,  though  still  somewhat  through  the 
mouth,  which  she  habitually  keeps  open.  Occasional  cough  and  expec- 
toration of  thick  frothy  mucus,  tinged  with  blood.  Pulse  98,  steady, 
compressible. 

19.  Yesterday  afternoon,  took  some  tea  and  two  pieces  of  toast  and 
butter  ;  at  first  she  would  not  swallow  the  latter,  but  after  two  or  three 
attempts  she  found  she  could  do  so  with  tolerable  ease;  slept  somewhat 
better  last  night,  but  is  still  rather  restless  ;  surface  a  little  cold.  The 
canula  requires  to  be  cleared  frequently  from  the  tenacious  frothy  mucus, 
which  is  expectorated  with  difficulty.  To  have  the  following  draught 
every  three  hours:  one  third  of  a  grain  of  muriate  of  morphia,  twenty- 
five  minims  of  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  half  a  drachm  of  sweet  spirits 
of  nitre,  and  an  ounce  of  camphor  mixture. 

20.  During  the  night  she  became  very  ]o\v  ;  pulse  weak,  42  ;  great 
difficulty  in  expectorating  the  mucus.  Beef-tea  given  frequently,  and 
the  medicine  every  two  or  three  hours.  Towards  the  morning  she  seem- 
ed to  revive  a  little,  and  had  some  good  sleep  ;  her  bowels  have  not  been 
opened  since  the  day  of  the  operation.  To  have  a  tablespoonful  of  castor 
oil  directly;  beef-tea  and  arrow-root,  with  tea  and  bread. 

21.  About  five  o'clock  this  morning  she  had  a  very  severe  attack  of 
coughing,  and  she  again  appeared  much  weaker,  so  that  she  got  rid  of  the 
mucus  with  the  greatest  difficulty;  pulse  now  about  90,  rather  weak; 
respiration  16  in  the  minute ;  no  pain  or  inconvenience  about  the  chest ; 
bowels  open. 
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24.  There  is  considerable  irritation  about  the  wound,  consequent  upon 
the  dryinjr  of  the  mucus  rouiui  the  edire  of  the  canula.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly removed  this  mornini^,  and  a  clean  one  introduced  without  any 
difficulty.  The  patient  found  much  relief  from  this  ;  in  other  respects 
continues  much  the  same;  expectoration  rather  more  opake. 

26.  Better;  is  now  in  good  spirits,  and  sleeps  and  eats  well  ;  she  can 
now  make  herself  pretty  well  understood  by  a  (liint  kind  of  whisper. 

March  3.  Some  slight  symptoms  of  bronchitis.  This  was  treated 
and  relieved  by  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha  wine,  spirits  of  nitre,  and 
mucilage. 

17.  Has  been  doing  well  since  last  report ;  to-day  she  was  ordered  a 
lotion  containinii  ten  irrainsof  nitrate  of  silver,  and  two  and  a  hall  ounces 

.  1  1 

of  distilled  water ;  to  be  applied,  by  means  of  a  sponge  affixed  to  the  end 
of  a  small  flexible  wire,  to  the  top  of  the  windpipe,  every  other  morning. 
Shfe  was  ordered, also,  the  following  |iowder  every  six  hours:  two  grains 
of  calomel,  half  a  grain  of.  ipecacuanha  powder,  and  five  grains  ol  com- 
pound tragacanth  powder,  in  consequence  of  the  fits  of  coughing  having 
become  troublesome. 

24.  As  her  mouth  was  rather  sore  the  powders  were  discontinued,  and 
she  took  decoction  of  senega ;  a  blister  was  also  applied  to  the  chest. 

29.  Cou<{h  nearly  gone;. has  very  bitter  expectoration  ;  is  very  restless 
at  night.  To  have  a  pill,  consisting  of  two  grains  of  powdered  ipecacu- 
anha, and  three  and  a  half  grains  of  extract  of  hemlock,  every  night  at 
bed-time.  The  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  lotion  to  be  reduced  to  half  a  grain 
to  the  ounce  of  water. 

31.  The  canula  was  taken  out  to-day,  and  ordered  to  be  replaced 
again,  should  difficulty  of  breathing  come  on. 

April  1.  JNo  inconvenience  from  the  removal  of  the  tube  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, she  felt  rather  better  without  it  last  night. 

2.  Last  night  difficulty  of  breathing  came  on,  and  this  morning  her 
breathing  is  laborious  ;  and  her  countenance  anxious,  owing  to  partial 
closure  of  the  external  aperture.  Another  and  a  smaller  tube  was  now  in- 
serted. She  is  very  jow,  and  the  bowels  are  much  relaxed.  To  have 
five  grains  of  sesqui-carbonate  of  ammonia,  a  scruple  of  aromatic  confec- 
tion, and  an  ounce  of  camphor  mixture,  every  four  hours,  until  the  bowels 
are  quieted. 

3.  Diarrhoea  nearly  ceased  ;  had  three  violent  fits  of  coughing  last 
night. 

8.  Complains  of  cough,  and  want  of  sleep  at  night ;  feels  something 
like  a  pin  pricking  the  root  of  the  tongue.  The  glottis  was  examined 
by  the  mouth,  and  u  ith  a  probe  through  the  opening  in  the  trachea,  but 
no  foreign  body  could  be  discovered  :  says  that  when  she  swallows  liquids 
a  portion  of  them  passes  into  the  trachea. 

9.  Nitrate  of  silver  was  used  in  the  proportion  of  two  grains  to  the 
ounce  of  water. 

May  5.  Continued  improving  up  to  this  period,  and  she  now  feels 
comfortable  about  the  air-passages.  Some  portion  of  the  liquids  swallow- 
ed still  gets  into  the  trachea. 

June  15.  Shows  herself  occasionally  at  the  Hospital;  she  still  wears 
the  tube,  but  can  speak  in  a  whisper ;  her  general  health  is  very  good. — 
London  Lancet. 
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DR.  C0M3T0CK   ON   THE   PATHOLOGY   OF  FEVER.— ESS.iY   V. 

The  present  is  emphatically  the  a<,^e  of  monstrous  medical  heresies.  To 
enumerate  them  all  is  not  our  present  intention.  We  h;jd  hoped  that 
they  would  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  the  Old  World,  and  not 
have  crossed  the  Atlantic.  But  we  find  that  one  of  them,  which  we  con- 
sider the  most  practically  pernicious,  has  reached  our  shores,  and  been 
sanctioned  in  the  far  West  by  the  high  authority  of  Dr.  Gross,  from 
whom  we  learn  that  "  the  time  cannot  be  far  off,  when  the  term  fever 
must  be  entirely  discarded  from  our  books,  and  diseases  named  according 
to  the  tissues  which  they  implicate."  And  how,  I  beg  to  know,  are 
those  implicated  tissues  to  be  known,  unless  the  patient  is  dissected  before 
he  is  dead  ?  Besides,  the  same  viscus  may  be  implicated,  or  diseased,  in 
one  part  in  a  manner  entirely  different  from  what  it  is  in  another  part. 
And  of  this  a  remarkable  instance  has  been  found  on  post-mortem  exami- 
nation, an  account  of  which  now  lies  before,  me.  The  subject  was  a 
young  woman  aged  about  27  years,  who  died  with  spotted  fever,  a  patient 
of  Dr.  Job  Wilson,  of  New  Hampshire,  who  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  lungs :  "  The  lower  edge  of  the  lungs  was  of  a  bright  scarlet  red, 
and  swam  in  water;  while  a  portion  of  tiie  organ,  cut  about  two  inches 
above,  was  remarkably  heavy  and  sunk  in  the  same  liquid.  The  air- 
cells  were  completely  filled  with  a  yellowish  lymph,  which  was  fluid  as 
water,  except  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  lungs,  which  contained  air.  The 
viscus  was  of  a  dark-red  color,  and  adhered  throughout  its  whole  surface 
to  the  pleura  and  diaphragm,  saving  the  posterior  surface,  where  there 
was  a  collection  of  lymph,  to  the  amount  of  three  quarts."* 

Numerous  other  cases  are  upon  record,  in  which  different  parts  of  the 
same  viscus  were  found  to  exhibit  different  phenomena.  But  there  were 
other  fatal  cases  of  spotted  I'ever  in  which  the  brain  was  found  chiefly 
implicated,  and  the  lungs  not  at  all.  In  three  cases  examined  by  Drs. 
Danielson  and  Mann,  they  state  that,  "  nothing  peculiarly  morbid  was 
discovered  in  any  part  of  the  system,  excepting  the  veins  and  sinuses 
of  tlie  brain  were  found  remarkably  turgid  with  very  dark-colored 
blood."t 

Now  if  fever  and  its  very  name  are  to  be  banished  from  the  world, 
and  the  tissue  implicated  is  alone  to  be  prescribed  for,  the  first  thing  is 
to  discover  which  tissue  or  viscus  is  the  seat  of  morbid  action.  But  how 
is  this  to  be  done  when  the  symptoms  are  the  same,  but  the  tissues  affect- 
ed not  the  same  ?  Besides, '^lersons  have  died  in  the  cold  fit  of  spotted 
fever,  without  a  single  sign  6(  any  local  affection  whatever.  Indeed,  of 
four  bodies  opened  by  Henry  Huntt,  Esq.,  Navy  Surgeon  of  the  crew  of 
the  brig  Viper,  at  Washington  city,  he  reports  no  unhealthy  appearance  at 
all  which  ho  discovered  in  the  bodies  of  three  of  them.  In  the  fourth, 
"  the  left  portion  of  the  lungs  was  much  diseased  ;"  and  Mr.  Huntt  was 
afterwards  informed  that  the  man  for  a  long  lime  previous  had  labored  un- 
der a  pulmonary  afiection.  Thus,  had  Prof.  Gross  opened  the  ihree  first 
patients,  whilst  living  or  after  death,  he  could  not  have  found  his  impli- 

*  Soo  New  York  Meilir.Jil  Repository,  Vol  I.,  New  Serica,  No.  4. 
f  Swji>r.  North  on  Spotted  Fever,  p.  'J6. 
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cated  tissues,  because  they  did  not  exist.  Nor  in  the  fourth  case  could 
the  lesion  of  the  lung  have  been  identified  with  the  disease  of  which  the 
man  died,  because  it  had  in  all  probability  long  previously  existed.  We 
think  that  the  Professor's  views  savor  strongly  of  the  ultra  doctrines  of 
Broussais.  Now  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  infer  inflammation  in  those 
cases  of  typhus  gravior,  or  putrid  fever,  wherein  purulent  matter  and 
gangrene  have  been  found  after  death?  Does  not  gangrene  ensue  from 
debility,  bad  diet,  thin  blood  and  exhaustion  ?  And  are  not  bark  and 
wine,  by  universal  experience,  proved  to  be  the  best  preventives  ?  And 
ever  since  the  days  of  Antony  de  Haen,  has  it  not  been  universally  con- 
ceded that  pus  may  be  a  secreted  substance  ?  We  believe  that  every 
physician  who  is  capable  of  answering  these  questions,  will  answer  them 
in  the  affirmative.  And  as  to  serous  or  lymphatic  effusion,  is  it  to  be  con- 
ceded that  it  is  always  the  result  of  inflammation  only  and  alone,  when 
we  so  constantly  find  it  in  the  extremest  debility — even  in  the  lower  limbs 
of  persons  dying  with  consumption? 

We  were  once  in  a  situation  to  witness  the  practice  of  one  of  those 
ultra  injlammotionists.  A  rather  fleshy,  well-made,  stout-built  young 
man,  of  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  became  suddenly  anasarcous,  and 
was  freely  bled.  We  examined  the  blood,  which  consisted  of  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  serum  that  we  had  perhaps  ever  before  noticed. 
The  crassamentum  was  of  a  scarlet  hue,  and  was  not  well  defined,  not 
being  circular,  one  limb  of  it  being  thrown  or  drawn  out,  after  the  blood 
had  become  cool,  and  uniting  with  the  serum.  Although  many  years 
have  since  passed,  we  very  well  recollect  our  reflections  on  the  case  as 
we  stood  in  the  hospital  viewing  this  blood.  They  were,  that  if  the  pa- 
tient recovered,  all  our  previous  medical  education,  opinions  and  theories, 
must  be  renounced.  We  had,  however,  no  reason  to  change  either,  for 
the  patient  survived  but  a  short  time.  Had  he  been  treated  with  stimu- 
lating diuretics  and  a  moderately  supporting  plan,  as  he  was  laboring  un- 
der debility  from  previous  disease  and  exposure  to  cold,  we  have  no 
doubt  he  might  have  been  living  to  this  day,  as  he  had  no  liv^r  complaint, 
nor  did  any  other  local  viscus  appear  to  be  implicated. 

But  suppo:>ing  that  in  any  given  case  of  typhus  fever,  yellow  fever,  or 
any  other  fever,  the  implicated  viscus  could  be  ascertained — has  not  the 
disease  become  systematic,  affecting  the  whole  corporeal  frame,  and  must 
it  not  be  treated  upon  general  principles,  according  to  the  symptoms  ? 
Suppose  the  patient  to  be  in  a  chilly  fit  when  the  physician  arrives,  pale, 
quivering,  with  a  bloodless  surface,  and  scarce  any  pulse,  of  which  we 
had  a  case  in  the  person  of  a  young  lady,  would  he  think  of  his  lancet 
any  sooner  than  of  a  sword  ?  But  it  would  seem  that  the  class  of  practi- 
tioners and  pathologists  in  view  find  but  one  disease,  and  rely  only  on  one 
remedy.  Those  persons  who  were  forced  to  lie  on  the  bed  of  Procrustes, 
if  their  bodies  were  too  long  for  his  iron  bedstead,  were  compelled  to  have 
them  shortened,  whilst  those  which  were  not  long  enough  had  them  drawn 
out.  The  lodger's  length  was  in  all  cases  fitted  to  the  bed  of  his  host. 
We  have  never  read  nor  heard  of  anything  in  the  wildest  ravings  of  em- 
piricism, that  has  struck  us  as  so  great  an  absurdity  as  that  of  discarding 
the  term  fever  frovi  our  hooks.     And  must  our  young  physicians  in- 
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deed  be  taught  that  ^sculapius,  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Celsus,  Boerhaave, 
Sydenham,  Cullen,  Darwin  and  Rush,  with  ten  thousand  other  bright 
stars  in  the  healing  firmament,  were  all  mistaken,  whilst  Prof.  Gross,  and 
his  prototype,  Broussais,  alone  are  right?  Let  the  shades  of  those  young 
Parisian  medical  students,  who  were  treated  on  the  principles  of  Brous- 
sais, in  typhus  fever,  be  heard  from  the  abodes  of  tlie  dead.  Poor  fel- 
lows!  they  succumbed  to  bleeding,  almost  without  exception,  and  this 
under  the  care  of  Andral  himself.  It  being  settled  in  theory  that  in 
every  fever  some  tissue  or  viscus  was  inflamed,  it  was  settled  in  practice 
that  eveiy  febrile  patient  should  be  bled.  But  as  the  uninitiated  could  not 
discover  any  signs  of  this  inflammation  either  in  the  living  or  the  dead,  in 
very  many  cases,  it  remained  for  the  Cincinnatti  professor  to  help  along 
his  Broussaisian  friends  by  placing  it  where  even  their  sagacity  had  never 
suspected  to  find  it.  And  thus  he  tells  them  and  the  world,  that  "  all  parts 
of  the  body,  not  excepting  the  nails,  epidermis  and  hair,  are  liable  to  in- 
flammation.* If  "  redness,  heat,  pain  and  siceUing"  are  not  necessary 
to  mark  every  case  of  inflammation,  we  presume  that  some  one  of  them 
must  be  present.  And  now  we  would  humbly  wish  to  inquire  which  of 
them  is  to  be  adduced  as  marking  inflamed  hair  ?  But  our  appetite  is  not, 
so  keen  for  polemics  as  to  enter  into  a  labored  refutation  of  doctrines 
which  in  our  view  confute  themselves.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  those  who 
have  the  care  of  educating  the  junior  members  of  the  profession,  would, 
in  our  opinion,  do  well  to  teach  ihem  that  a  work  containing  such  medical 
heresies,  should  be  read  by  the  title  only. 

And  now  that  we  have  mentioned  bloodletting  in  typhus  fever,  it 
brings  to  mind  a  circumstance  which  we  will  relate.  The  present  writer 
was  told  by  a  distinguished  physician  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  that 
after  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rush,  he  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Lettsom,  of  London,  the  object  of  which  was  to  inquire  whether  the  re- 
port was  true  which  had  reached  the  latter  city,  that  Dr.  R.  had  fallen  a 
victim  to  his  own  favorite  remedy  of  bloodletting?  And  however  this 
question  might  be  answered  by  the  friends  of  the  much-beloved  professor, 
it  could  be  denied  by  no  one  that  his  last  sickness  was  typhus  fever,  and 
that  by  his  own  prescription  for  himself  he  was  bled  therein  and  died. 

Yellow  fever  has  been  called  typhus  icterodes.  And  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  admitting  that  in  some  seasons,  and  in  some  places,  it  may 
have  put  on  a  typhoid  diathesis.  But  that  it  was  highly  inflammatory 
when  it  appeared  in  Philadelphia  in  1797,  is  past  all  question.  Dr. 
Physick,  who  has  been  reckoned  at  the  head  of  American  surgeons,  had 
it  himself  in  that  year,  and  was  bled  by  Dr.  Dewees  eleven  pounds  or 
pints,  at  different  times,  amounting  to  exactly  176  ounces,  and  recovered. 
We  saw  him  and  attended  his  lectures  in  1S16,  nineteen  years  afterwards, 
and  although  his  complexion  was  pale  and  he  not  fleshy,  he  appeared  to 
enjoy  pretty  good  health,  was  alert  in  his  movements,  and  a  remarkably 
fast  walker.  So  that  the  loss  of  blood,  when  it  is  needed,  neither  impairs 
the  constitution  nor  shortens  life  ;  for  Dr.  P.  lived  long  after  the  period 
which  we  have  mentioned.  Dr.  Dorsey,  his  nephew,  the  author  of  a 
treatise  on  surgery,  was  adjunct  professor  of  that  department  with  his 

*  See  No.  8,  of  his  corollaries. 
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uncle,  at  the  time  of  my  attendance,  and  died  Nov.  12tli,  181S,  aged  35. 
He  was,  for  a  yoiin;^  man,  rather  inclined  to  corpulency,  and  from  the 
particulars  which  I  have  learned  of  his  last  illness,  which  was  short,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  tliat  the  lancet  was  pushed  too  far  in  his  case.  It  is 
stated  that  he  was  bled  seven  times  by  liis  wife.  This  verities  the  obser- 
vation that  corpulent  persons  do  not  well  bear  the  loss  of  much  blood. 
But  there  is  another  remark  which  1  have  observed  to  be  correct.  It  is 
that  those  who  grow  fleshy  before  they  are  40  years  old,  are  apt  to  be 
short-lived. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  our  variable  climate  has  given  rise  to  two  ma- 
lignant epidemics  of  opposite  diatheses,  yellow  fever  and  spotted  fever,  each 
of  which  has  had  sporadic  cases.  Two  deaths  occurred  of  the  former  in 
1803,  at  the  little  village  of  Pawcatuck,  R.  I.,  one  of  them  a  relative  of 
my  own,  and  a  physician,  whom  1  was  called  on  to  visit.  Spotted  fever 
is  a  typhus,  but  that  and  pneumonia  typhoides  often  passed  under  the 
title  of  the  winter  epidemic.  The  latter  was  considered  as  a  synochus, 
generally  ;  by  some,  however,  as  a  synocha.  We  saw  a  decisive  case  of 
spotted  fever  in  the  winter  of  1816,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Joseph 
Parrish  and  Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  a 
sporadic  case,  that  disease  never  having  been  epidemic  in  that  city,  and 
proved  suddenly  fatal. 

Two  cases  of  cholera  also  occurred  in  our  practice,  during  its  preva- 
lence elsewhere  as  an  epidemic.  They  were  sporadic  cases,  and  although 
in  the  saine  family,  occui'red  in  different  years.  These  several  circum- 
stances are  mentioned  here  to  substantiate  an  opinion  which  may  be  novel, 
but  at  the  same  time  is  one  which  we  think  correct.  It  is,  that  all  epi- 
demics, whether  febrile  or  of  other  kinds,  leave  their  seeds  behind,  when 
they  cease  ;  occasionally  appear  sporadically,  and  are  often  mistaken,  be- 
cause not  prevalent  epidemically. 

As  I  have  mentioned  Dr.  Wistar,  it  brings  to  my  mind  an  opinion  of 
his  respecting  spotted  fever  and  its  congeners.  It  was  that  they  were 
contagious,  and  spread  through  the  States  by  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war. 
But  we  are  convinced  that  this  idea  of  the  celebrated  anatomist  was  in- 
correct;  as  spotted  fever  commenced  in  Massachusetts  in  1806,  in  Con- 
necticut in  1809,  in  Rhode  Island  in  1810,  all  before  the  warconmienced. 
Besides,  it  prevailed  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  after  the  war  had 
ceased,  as  well  as  in  Mexico,  where  none  of  our  soldiers  ever  went.  In 
King  George  County,  Va.,  an  account  lies  before  me  respecting  the  mor- 
tality there,  which  is  very  striking.  There  was  in  that  place  "  a  family 
of  ten — the  whole  died  except  a  little  boy,  who  went  to  a  neighbor's 
house,  after  starving  a  day  or  two,  and  asked  for  some  bread.  The  neigh- 
bor asked  him  if  he  had  not  plenty  at  home.  He  said  that  his  father, 
mother,  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  were  asleep,  and  that  he  could  not 
awake  them.  He  was  asked  how  long  they  had  been  asleep.  He  said  a 
day  or  two.  The  neighbors  went  over  and  found  nine  of  them  dead  ! 
They  were  so  much  alarmed  they  concluded  it  would  be  the  best  way 
to  set  fire  to  the  house  and  burn  them  up,  which  was  done,"*  The  fear 
of  contagion  incited  to    this    summary    and    unprecedented    proceeding. 

*  See  N.  Y.  Med.  Repository  of  18X5,  p.  398. 
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The  accounts  published  by  Dr.  Dunlap,  of  that  State,  and  by  Dr.  Haynes- 
worth,  of  South  Caroluia,  go  to  prove  the  rnali<i;nant  nature  of,  and  sur- 
prisingly sudden  deaths  by,  that  epidemic  in  the  southern  section^of  the 
Union. 

As  it  is  in  the  interval  of  fits  that  medical  skill  is  of  most  use  in  re- 
moving their  cause,  so  during  the  cessation  of  epidemics  tliere  is  the  most 
probability  of  establishing  principles,  pailiology  and  practice.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  calhng  attention  to  our  two  great  indigenous  epidemics 
during  their  non-prevalence,  will,  it  is  hoped,  meet  with  approbation. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  respecting  yellow  fever,  that  to  this  day  the  opinions 
of  physicians  are  as  much  divided  in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, where  it  has  prevailed,  as  in  Great  Britain,  where  it  has  never  yet 
reached.  We  do  not  know,  however,  but  one  point  conceded  by  all, 
whici)  is,  that  it  has  never  much  prevailed  except  in  tropical  climates  or 
in  tropical  seasons.  The  years  1793  and  1793  were  decisively  tropical,  as 
to  heat,  in  the  summers  of  each.  In  the  former  year  yellow  fever  visit- 
ed Philadelphia,  and  swept  off  upwards  of  5000  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
the  latter  year  it  visited  New  York.  We  wish  that  more  precise  details 
of  the  mortality  in  single  houses  and  families  had  been  transmitted  to  us  by 
the  writers  of  those  periods.  But  we  doubt  whether  the  number  o^  nine  in 
any  one  family  could  be  adduced,  as  we  have  just  seen  occurred  in  Virginia 
by  the  winter  epidemic.  Dr.  Edward  Miller,  whose  writings  have  given 
him  an  elevated  character,  both  at  home  and  in  Europe,  states,  respecting 
the  yellow  fever  in  New  York  in  1805,  that  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
in  any  one  house  was  three,  and  this  in  only  two  houses.  In  twelve  other 
houses  two  persons  died  in  each,  and  in  all  others  one  only  was  the 
amount  where  any  mortality  took  place.  Of  600  cases  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Health  that  year,  "  there  were  only  35  houses  in  which  more 
than  a  single  case  was  found."  In  40  streets  there  was  only  one  death 
in  each  street,  although  generally  crowded  throughout  the  season.* 
These  facts  weigh  equally  both  against  contagion  and  infection,  and 
strongly  point  to  a  constitutional  predisposition,  acted  upon  by  heat  and 
the  local  miasm  which  produces  yellow  fever.  So  strongly  and  strangely 
is  this  predisposition  displayed,  that  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  it  is  called  the 
stranger'' s  fever ;  and  by  the  city  authorities  strangers  have  been  ordered 
to  quit  the  place  in  order  to  keep  the  city  healthy.  In  the  West  Indies 
yellow  fever  may  be  found  at  any  time,  with  this  grand  proviso,  that 
strangers  from  higher  latitudes  visit  there  !  Otherwise  its  constant  exist- 
ence has  not  been  proved  nor  admitted.  During  the  American  Revolu- 
tion nearly  18,000  sick  were  landed  at  New  York  from  the  West  Indies.f 
But  at  that  time  we  hear  nothing  of  yellow  fever,  either  in  the  ports  from 
whence  they -came,  or  that  to  whicli  they  came.  The  inference  is,  that 
yellow  fever  is  a  new  disease,  or  a  new  name  given  to  an  old  disease. 
But  the  history  of  all  ages  and  all  countries  goes  to  prove  that  diseases 
are  subject  to  revolutions,  and  that,  although  the  supposed  causes  remain 
stationary,  as  the  ever-enduring  slovenliness  of  the  people  of  Constanti- 
nople, and  the  filthy  state  of  their  streets,  yet  that  the  plague  ceases  there 

*  Ser  Dr.  Miller's  Appendix  to  Thomas's  Practice, 
t  Dr.  Blane.    See  his  Diseases  of  Seamen. 
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amidst  all  the  fuel  that  was  supposed  to  have  enkindled  it.  England, 
France,  nor  even  Ireland,  with  all  its  poverty  and  impurities,  could  never 
afford  an  atmosphere  in  which  yellow  fever  would  spread,  be  produced, 
or  exist  if  broutiht  there. 

We  view  things  as  wonderful  when  they  take  place  abroad,  whilst  the 
same  things,  or  those  still  more  marvellous,  at  home,  pass  unheeded.  It 
is  no  more  strange  that  the  plague  should  cease  at  Constantinople  when 
its  causes  still  exist,  than  that  scarlatina,  spotted  fever,  sore  throat,  dysen- 
tery and  influenza,  should  disai)pear,  under  all  that  we  know  of  their  ex- 
citing causes.  J\or  is  it  more  surprising  that  yellow  fever  will  not  take 
root  in  London,  Liverpool  and  Dublin,  notwithstanding  their  free  inter- 
course with  the  West  Indies,  than  that  "it  will  not  spread  through  every 
street  in  Boston,  Providence  and  New  York,  when  some  of  each  of  their 
streets  have  been  desolated  by  it.  Indeed,  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
inscrutable,  because  the  streets  in  those  cities  at  the  time  have  all  the 
tropical  heat  of  the  yellow  fever  season  ;  whilst  the  European  cities, 
which  we  have  mentioned,  do  not  at  any  time  experience  it. 

As  in  this  essay  we  have  mentioned  the  occurrence  of  sphacelus  with- 
out inflammation,  we  will  conclude  by  referring  to  a  case  of  mortification 
of  the  uterus,  which  happened  in  the  ))ractice  of  Thomas  Graham,  Esq., 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  The  woman  experienced 
parturition  in  the  seventh  month,  with  no  very  unusual  symptoms.  Early 
the  next  morning,  however,  and  but  a  few  hours  after  delivery,  she  had  a 
severe  rigor,  succeeded  by  constant  and  acute  pain  in  the  uterus.  Mr. 
Graham  bled  her  from  the  arm,  and  of  the  blood  he  says,  it  "exhibited 
no  signs  of  inflammation."  And  "she  died  within  six  hours  of  the  com- 
menceinent  of  die  rigor."  "  On  the  following  day,  when  the  body  was 
opened,  putrefaction  had  rapidly  advanced."  "  The  intestines  w  ere  not 
inflamed."  "  The  uterus  \\  as  uncontracied,  and  of  a  dark  and  livid  hue, 
with  several  gangrenous  spots  on  the  internal  surface,  some  nearly  pene- 
trating the  substance  of  the  uterus,  and  others  in  a  more  incipient  stage 
of  erosion."  We  have  previously  adverted  to  inflammation,  even  of  the 
pericardium,  without  fever — and  fever,  without  inflammation.  And  here 
appears  to  have  been  a  sphacelation  of  the  uterus  without  either.  The 
rigors  \\  hich  the  wonian  experienced  seem  to  have  denoted  tiie  commence- 
ment of  mortification,  as  she  died  in  six  hours  after. 

We  usually  attach  to  inflammation  the  idea  of  increased  celerity  of  the 
blood  in  the  part  inflamed.  But  the  view  of  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens, 
of  New  York,  that  "  the  swelling  of  inflamed  parts  arises  from  an  in- 
creased quantity  of  blood  in  vessels  not  naturally  destined  to  contain  it," 
is  more  conformable  to  its  phenomena — and  that  the  passive  distension  of 
the  small  vessels  gives  rise  to  the  throbbing.  But  when  total  obstruction 
ensues,  then  coldness  and  llvidity  take  place — the  arterial  blood  becomes 
venous,  and  the  speedy  result  is  mortification. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL— SURGtCAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY   S.  D.  TOVVNSEND,  M.D.,  SURGEON. 

Amputation  of  the  Finger,  folloivcd  by  Gangrene  and  Hcemorrhage. 
— An  Englishman,  aged  34  years,  a  machinist,  while  at  work  at  the 
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turning  lathe,  three  weeks  since,  received  a  contused  wound  of  the  mid- 
dle finger  of  the  right  hand  ;  he  has  been  in  the  iiabit  of  using  ardent 
spirits  freely.  The  injury  was  considered  unimportant  at  the  time,  and 
he  continued  at  his  work  as  usual.  A  mixture  of  iion  filings  and  sal  am- 
moniac, which  he  used  in  his  operations,  penetrated  the  wound  and  caused 
some  irritation  ;  a  dark  fungus  soon  began  to  shoot  out  from  the  wound, 
when  he  applied  to  a  physician,  who  prescribed  poultices.  The  finger 
continued  to  grow  worse  until  ten  days  ago,  when  spasmodic  twitchings 
of  the  hand  and  arm  commenced.  lie  then  applied  to  Dr.  J.  INIason 
Warren,  who  finding  the  finger  much  inflamed  and  gangrenous,  June  25th, 
performed  amputation  between  the  first  and  second  joints.  The  spasms 
in  the  arm  and  hand  continued  severe,  particularly  during  sleep,  the 
pain  extending  along  the  arm  to  the  chest.  The  flaps  soon  became 
gangrenous  and  sloughed  off.  One  week  after  the  operation,  secondary 
haemorrhage  took  place,  the  spasms  being  so  violent  as  to  throw  the  poul- 
tice from  the  hand.  Upon  consultation,  the  state  of  the  finger  was  found 
such  as  to  require  a  second  amputation,  which  was  immediately  performed 
at  the  metatarsal  articulation  ;  at  this  time  three  arteries  were  tied. 

Upon  examination  of  the  amputated  finger,  the  integuments  were  found 
gangrenous  and  very  foetid — the  bone  being  denuded  of  its  periosteum. 
At  the  time  of  iiis  admission  into  the  Hospital,  July  1st,  the  day  after  the 
operation,  the  integuments  of  the  hands  were  tense  and  swollen,  with 
some  tenderness  extending  half  way  up  the  arm  ;  lines  of  inflammation 
in  the  course  of  the  veins  were  also  observable,  which  were  rather  hard 
and  corded.  The  spasms  still  continued,  atFecting  slightly  the  other  limbs, 
frequently  waking  him  from  his  sleep.  Pulse  S4.  Not  having  had  any 
discharge  for  two  days,  lie  was  ordered  infusion  of  senna  c.  sulph.  mag- 
nesia, and  at  night  forty  drops  of  the  elixir  of  opium.  In  consequence 
of  his  spasms  being  frequent  he  took  during  the  niglit  elixir  opii.  gtts.  c. 
He  complained  the  next  mornino:  of  dizziness  of  the  head,  with  much 
thirst ;  ordered  venesection  ad  §  viij.  ;  opium  poultice  to  hand  ;  ung.  creo- 
sote to  wound.  This  state  of  things  continued  for  several  days,  the  spas- 
modic motions  of  the  limbs  remaining,  sometimes  quite  violent  when 
asleep,  but  ceasing  when  awake.  At  times  he  rose  from  his  bed  at  night, 
talking  incoherently.  The  nervous  affection  I  attributed  more  to  his  former 
course  of  life,  in  indulging  so  freely  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits;  they 
wanted  that  permanent  contraction,  unattended  with  alternate  relaxation, 
which  characterizes  tetanus.  Four  days  after  the  operation  some  swelling 
appeared  at  the  wrist,  attended  with  pain,  while  the  hand  was  easier ;  to 
this  four  leeches  were  applied,  and  he  was  directed  to  take  a  sixth  of  a 
grain  of  sulph.  morphine  and  two  grains  of  camphor  p.  r.  n.  with  warm 
bath  in  the  evening.  The  swelling  on  the  wrist  continuing  to  increase,  an 
incision  was  made  into  it,  which  was  followed  with  a  free  discharge  of  pus, 
with  evident  relief.  A  probe  could  be  passed  into  the  wound  under  the 
fascia  up  to  the  wrist.  The  spasms  continuing,  the  pills  of  morphine 
were  discontinued,  and  half  a  grain  was  applied  to  the  stump  at  night 
with  marked  relief;  he  slept  better  than  on  any  night  since  his  admission  ; 
his  limbs  were  more  quiet  during  sleep  ;  pain  relieved.  The  application 
of  the  morphine  was  continued   for  four  nights  in  gradually  diminished 
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quantity,  until  the  spasms  ceasing,  it  was  omitted.  At  this  time  there 
was  a  constant  secretion  of  pus  in  tlie  pahn  of  llie  hand  in  the  course 
of  the  tendon,  which  was  pressed  out  at  each  dressing.  The  poultice 
was  discontinued,  and  compresses  on  each  side  were  firmly  bound  on  with 
a  roller;  the  discharge  soon  ceased  after  this  application,  and  the  swelling 
of  the  hand  subsided,  Tlie  fingers  being  rather  stiff  and  contracted,  he 
was  directed  to  immerse  them  in  warm  water  and  give  them  passive  mo- 
tion. They  were  then  extended  by  a  splint  bound  on  the  inside  of  the 
hand. 

July  2Sth.  The  fingers  have  become  flexible,  the  wound  has  liealed, 
and  his  health  is  trood. 


A   i\i:\V   CURE   FOR   HYDROCELE. 

Colonel  W.  M.,  a  gentleman  of  Smith  county,  Tenn.,  eminent  for  his 
public  and  jirivate  worth,  aged  about  75  years,  had  been  the  subject  of 
hydrocele  during  nearly  a  third  part  of  that  time,  and  although  the  col- 
lection of  the  fluid  had  been  slow,  the  tumor  iiad  attained  a  very  un- 
comfortable size  before  he  was  relieved  of  it  by  an  operation  which,  in 
this  connection,  may  be  termed  novel.  In  attempting  to  mount  his  horse, 
early  in  May  last,  his  saddle  turned  and  he  fell  on  the  other  side  upon 
his  shoulders,  by  which  his  body  received  a  smart  concussion  but  no  in- 
jury. He  rose  without  difhculty,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  of  religious 
worship  where  he  was  going,  feeling  only  some  slight  pain  and  a  sense 
of  tension  in  the  tumor  along  the  course  of  the  spermatic  cord.  A  few 
nights  after  the  fall  he  thought  that  lie  found  less  trouble  than  usual  in 
disposing  of  the  tumor  preparatory  to  sleeping,  but  it  did  not  occur  to 
him  that  this  was  owing  to  its  being  diminished  in  size,  nor  was  his  at- 
tention called  to  the  circumstance  until  a  week  after  the  accident,  when 
on  retiring  to  bed  he  was  surprised  at  finding  that  it  had  entirely  disap- 
peared. In  one  week  the  collection  of  fluid,  amounting,  it  is  supposed, 
to  a  quart,  was  taken  up  by  absorption,  in  consequence,  it  would  seem, 
of  anew  action  in  the  parts  set  up  by  the  shock  given  by  the  fall.  It 
has  now  been  upwards  of  five  weeks  since  the  Colonel  was  thus  most 
unexpectedly  relieved  of  his  infirmity,  and  there  is  yet  no  appearance  of 
its  return. 

A  circumstance  followed  the  termination  of  this  case  which  the  phy- 
sicians who  attended  the  Colonel  believed  had  some  connection  with  the 
absorption  of  the  fluid.  He  was  attacked,  seven  days  after  the  tumor 
vanished,  with  profuse  diarrhoea,  his  discharges  resembling  the  rice-wa- 
ter passages  in  cholera.  He  was  greatly  prostrated  by  tlie  disease,  one 
of  the  most  distressing  symptoms  of  which  was  an  uncontrollable  pro- 
pensity to  sleep.  He  recovered  gradually,  and  now  enjoys  excellent 
health.  He  is  a  man  of  strict  temperance  and  regular  habits,  and  is  not 
conscious  of  having  brought  on  the  attack  of  diarrhoea  by  any  indiscre- 
tion. His  case  is  a  curious  one  as  to  the  mode  in  which  he  was  relieved 
of  the  hydropic  effusion,  and  not  less  so  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  dis- 
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charge  of  the  absorbed  fluid  from  the  system  through  the  bowels  was  the 
cause  of  the  diarrhoea,  which,  we  confess,  we  are  not  quite  prepared  to 
do. —  IVestern  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 
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THE   MESMERIC   EPIDEMIC. 

In  a  variety  ot  publications,  the  late  animal  magnetism  fever,  that  raged 
fearfally  in  Boston  towards  the  last  of  June,  is  a  fruitful  theme  on  which 
the  wits  delight  to  dwell.  But  it  is  abominable  to  hold  up  the  whole 
medical  profession  of  tlie  metropolis,  as  fit  subjects  of  ridicule,  because  a  few 
of  the  brotherhood  may  deserve  to  be  laughed  at  for  playing  second  fiddle 
to  a  "  Professor  of  Mesmerisms."  However  amusing  it  maybe  to  com- 
ment on  the  dignity  of  science  to  those  who  get  a  living  by  pointing  out  the 
follies  of  the  age,  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  discrimination  between  indi- 
vidual and  general  gullibility.  There  is  a  raciness  in  some  of  the  obser- 
vations on  the  protracted  labors  of  the  Temple  committee  (which,  like  the 
Rump  Parliament,  were  in  session  till  the  nation  travailed  with  a  burden 
of  expectation),  that,  one  would  think,  would  rouse  them  into  merriment, 
however  provoked  they  might  be  atacandid  review  of  their  important  de- 
cision. But  it  should  not  be  bruited  through  the  land  that  the  physicians 
of  Boston,  as  a  body,  were  either  the  dupes  or  supporters  of  an  individual 
who  succeeded  in  maintaining  an  excitement  by  certain  indefinable  opera- 
tions, till  he  must  have  been  sick  of  a  farce  in  which  he  himself  took  the 
character  of  harlequin  major.  Gratifying  as  it  might  be  to  certain  impor- 
tunate gentlemen,  to  have  the  names  of  those  physicians  belonging  to  the 
animal-rnagneiisrn  commission  published,  we  shall  not  doit,  as  we  neither 
know  who  they  all  were,  nor  do  we  perceive  the  advantage  of  publishing 
them.  The  question  is  gravely  asked — •'  Could  the  committee  call  such 
exhibitions  as  were  sold  nightly  at  twenty-five  cents,  scientific  investiga- 
tions ?  Is  there  a  precedent  on  record  for  such  a  mode  of  conducting  a 
philosophical  inquiry?" 

In  order  to  show  in  a  still  clearer  light  the  manner  of  proceeding  of  the 
magnetizer,  the  following  card  is  copied  from  the  Daily  Mail  : 

"  Boston,  July  9,  1841.  I  this  day  witnessed  an  exhibition  of  a  double- 
headed,  living  calf,  of  eleven  weeks  old.  I  consider  this  animal  to  be  a 
far  greater  natural  curiosity  than  the  Siamese  twins,  for  in  this  case  there 
are  two  distinct  brains  uniting  at  their  base  with  one  spinal  cord,  two  dis- 
tinct tongues,  sets  of  teeth,  four  eyes,  &c.  So  astonishing  a  deviation 
from  the  ordinary  laws  of  nature  cannot  fail  to  elicit  the  attention  of  all 
who  love  to  observe  Nature  in  her  various  phases  and  modifications. 

Robert  H.  Collyek,  M.D.,  Member  of  the 
Mass.  Med.  Soc,  Prof  of  the  Physiology  of  the  Brain  and  Mesmerisms." 

A  shrewd  fellow  in  the  country  brought  on  a  monster  calf,  to  pick  up 
changf^  with,  in  the  same  manner  that  Mesmeric  and  other  necromancers 
have  filled  their  pockets  by  exhibitions  to  astonished  Boston  audiences  ; 
when  forthwith  the  "  Professor  of  the  Physiology  of  the  Brain  and  Mes- 
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merisms  "  issues  a  proclamation.  The  people  may  now  see  the  calf  or 
the  professor,  as  they  like,  the  difTerence  in  price  being  ninepence  in  favor 
of  llie  miignelizer.  How  excessively  morlifying  all  this  must  be  to  the 
respectable  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  to  whom  he 
claims  relationship  by  virtue  of  a  certificate.  If  poor  liule  Bartiett  was 
expelled  for  disgracing  himself,  what  should  be  done  with  one  who  brings 
down  the  contempt  of  all  sensible  people  upon  the  policy  of  a  Society  ex- 
pressly organized  to  elevate  the  medical  character  of  the  State?  We 
protest,  therefore,  against  the  insinuation  that  the  medical  profession  of 
Boston  have  either  taken  a  self-constituted  "  professor  of  Mesmerisms  " 
into  close  communion,  or  entertain  the  least  respect  for  any  one  who  does 
not  come  properly  recommended  to  their  notice. 


Physiology  and  Animal  Mechanism. — W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  M.D., 
of  the  navy,  has  prepared  a  useful  book,  of  small  dimensions,  principally 
from  the  text  of  Milne  Edwards  and  Achilie  Comte,  which  will  doubtless 
be  well  received.  It  is  principally  designed  for  the  use  of  schools  and 
colleges;  yet  from  a  slight  examination  of  the  pages,  we  are  sure  it  would 
do  no  injury  to  those  who  have  long  since  received  university  honors, 
were  they  to  review  former  studies  through  the  agency  of  this  publication. 
There  is  no  mystery  in  the  construction  of  the  work  ;  nor  is  there  an  ob- 
vious profundity  manifested  that  should  give  it  preference  over  many 
others  compiled  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  design  of  the  plates,  although 
not  original,  is  good,  but  the  execution  of  them  abominable — coming,  as 
they  do,  from  Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  fine  arts.  There  is  another 
objection,  viz.  the  bad  finish  of  the  binding.  Whoever  heard  of  a  green- 
paper  cover,  looking  like  one  of  Webster's  spelling-books,  on  a  scientific 
duodecimo,  designed  for  "  schools  and  colleges  "  ?  Aside  from  these  ob- 
jections, the  division  of  lessons,  the  foot-notes  or  questions,  and  the  matter, 
taken  together,  meet  our  cordial  approbation. 


Phrenological  Association  of  London. — On  the  2d  of  June,  the  first 
meeting  of  this  new  association  was  held  at  the  room  of  the  Society  of 
Arts;  Dr.  Conolly,  a  name  familiar  to  medical  men,  in  the  chair.  A 
principal  part  of  the  business  seems  to  have  been  to  show  off  Dr.  Cald- 
well, of  Louisville,  Ky.,a  well-known  writer  on  this  branch  of  philosophy 
— and  a  strong  one,  too — it  being  the  department  of  human  knowledge 
in  which  his  talents  show  to  the  best  advantage.  It  seems  that  the  Dr. 
gave  an  energetic  address,  which  was  followed  bv  another  from  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Otto,  of  Copenhagen,  now  visiting  England.  A  paper  was 
announced  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  George  Combe,  on  the  application  of 
phrenology  to  guarantee  societies.  When  the  sittings  were  closed,  Tues- 
day, June  8ih,  the  gentlemen  dined  together  at  Freemason's  Tavern, 
where  Dr.  Caldwell  would  be  equally  at  home  as  a  ready  speaker  on  a  social 
occasion. 

Boylston  Prize  Question. — Our  talented  friend.  Dr.  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  has 
taken  the  last  Boylston  medical  prize,  against  all  competitors.  By  look- 
ing at  the  advertising  page,  the  particulars  may  be  found.  Dr.  Lane  is 
just  beginning  to  exhibit  the  results  of  a  steady  and  persevering  course  of 
industry,  which  promises  well  for  his  own  future  reputation,  and  the  honor 
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and  advancement  of  a  profession  of  which  we  trust  he  is  destined  to  be- 
come a  tlisiins^uishpd  inernher.  If  we  can  persuade  the  cominillee  to  per- 
mit us  to  publish  Dr.  Lane's  dissertation  in  the  Journal,  it  may  soon  be 
expected. — We  lake  this  opportunity  to  urge  upon  tho^e  who  aspire  to 
authorship,  under  circumslarices  of  immediate  encouragement,  to  write 
for  the  Fiske  fund  prize,  of  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as  for  the  Boylston  ones, 
which  is  worth  having,  aside  from  the  reputation  that  would  necessarily 
follow. 


New  York  Maiical  Gzzette. — Two  Nos.  of  this  new  Journal  are  now 
before  the  public,  and  give  (jood  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  merit  patron- 
age. The  Gazette  is  nearly  a  fac  simile  of  this  Journal,  in  the  mode  of 
folding  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  matter.  This  is  altogether 
complimentary,  inasmuch  as  i=t  shows  that  ours  is  considered  in  good  taste 
at  least.  The  price,  also,  is  the  same.  If  the  Gazette  is  conducted  with 
the  same  skill  and  gentleness  observable  in  the  sp?ci/nens  before  us,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  success  and  beneficial  influence. 


TJiiiversity  of  Mirylani. — On  the  first  Monday  of  September,  lectures 
will  commence  at  Baltimore,  and  continue  till  IMarch.  Nearly  alF  the 
schools  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  best  to  commence  business 
earlier  in  the  season  than  they  did  some  dozen  years  since.  Some 
are  so  uncharitable  as  to  suppose  that  the  originators  of  the  plan  had  in 
view  a  larger  class,  by  anticipating  rivnl  instiiutinns,  whose  lectures  com- 
menced later.  Although  it  was  saiil  that  Dr.  Smith,  professor  of  surgery, 
was  in  poor  health  and  unable  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  the  chair, 
he  is  announcerl  as  usual,  and  it  is  presumed,  therefore,  that  he  has  re- 
gained his  health.  No  man  takes  a  hiiiher  rank  in  the  medical  institu- 
tions of  the  South  and  West,  than  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 


TraiVs  Lectures  on  M'idka.l  Jiirispruience. — Although  this  work  is 
very  respectable  in  it^  character,  there  is  nothing  particularly  novel  or 
striking  in  it,  to  r,Mve  it  rlaims  to  prere  lence,  or  even  an  abiding  place  by 
the  side  of  our  cmintrymen.  the  Drs.  Beck.  The  American  edition,  from 
the  resppcinble  house  of  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia,  appears,  from 
the  preface,  to  have  undergone  some  necromantic  process  nnder  the  hand 
of  the  Pennsylvania  editor;  but  we  cannot  for  the  life  of  us  discover  what 
he  has  done  to  it.  The  marginal  references  show  extensive  acquaintance 
with  authors,  in  all  languages  ;  but  as  a  whole,  the  book  is  loo  brief;  there 
is  not  enough  in  any  one  section  to  be  satisfactory,  except,  perhaps,  on  me- 
tallic poisons,  and  the  history  of  legal  medicine,  which  are  too  long  for 
the  rest  of  the  book.  Still,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  condemn- 
ing Mr.  Trail,  nor  do  we  consider  him  as  being  anything  more  than  a 
copyist. 

Jahra  Manual  of  Homoiopathic  Medicine. — Appended  to  the  last  No. 
of  Dr.  Hull's  Examiner,  is  a  prospectus  of  a  re-translation  of  the  above- 
named  work,  from  the  French,  with  additions,  by  A.  G.  Hull,  M.D.  It 
is  understood  to  be,  says  a  homoenpathic  atnthority,  a  compilation  of  the 
best  practical  results,  and  will  form  an  indispensable  ijuide  iu  that  kind  of 
practice,  and  be  a  useful  adjuvant  even  to  an  experienced  practitioner  of 
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the  order.  Fron^,  all  accounts,  it  is  to  be  a  pretty  formidable  publication 
— being  in  two  voKimes  of  650  pages  each  —  the  price  to  be  $3  a  volume. 
On  the  tirsl  of  August  both  are  lo  be  ready  for  those  who  may  wish  to 
purchase. 


Death  of  Madame  Boicbi. — We  have  to  announce  the  death,  at  Ver- 
sailles, of  Madame  Boivin,  whose  skill  and  science  in  ihe  obstetric  art.  and 
in  medicine  generally,  was  so  sireat  that  she  was  invested  with  the  degree 
of  doctor  in  medifine,  made  chief  superintendent  of  the  Malernile,  and  af- 
terwards of  the  iMaison  Royal  de  Sante  in  Paris.  She  was  the  author  of 
the  Memorial  des  Accouchemens,  and  other  important  works  on  the  same 
subject.  She  was  a  member  of  several  ~  learned  societies  both  in  France 
and  foreign  countries,  had  received  the  gold  medal  of  the  Prussian  Order 
of  Merit,  and  was  once  styled  in  a  German  university  by  the  honorable, 
but  somewhat  Hibernian  designation  of  vir  doc  lissi  7mii!  ffaving  lost 
the  whole  savings  of  a  long  and  laborious  life,  by  failure  of  a  house  in 
which  she  had  invested  them,  aiid  becoming  unable,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
to  continue  the  fatigues  of  her  arduous  profession,  she  resigned  her  ap- 
pointments, and  retired  to  live  at  Versailles  with  some  of  her  relations, 
upon  small  pensions  granted  her  by  the  administration  des  Hospitaux  de 
Paris,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction. 
The  immediate  cause  of  her  death  was  apoplexy-  Many  of  her  works 
have  been  translated  into  foreign  languages,  have  passed  through  several 
editions,  and  are  quoted  bv  men  of  science  as  authorities. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  31,  32. — Males,  17  ;  Females,  15.  Stillborn,  .3. 
Of  consumption,  3— infantile,  4 — canker,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1— measles,  3— fits,  1 — inflammation 
of  the  bowels,  1— inflaiimalion  iji  the  head,  1— liilious  fever,  2— dysentery,  1 — scailet  fever,  1  — bleed- 
iiii;  at  lungs,  1 — sudilen,  i— drowned,  1 — bowel  complaint,  J — diarrhtea,  1 — smallpox,  1 — croup,  2 — 
stoppage  iu  the  bowels,  1— suicide,  1 — ii.llammation  in  the  lungs,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  1. 


BOYL.STON    MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the   President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians  -. — 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  George  Havward,  M.D. 

George  C.  Shattick,  M.D.  John  R\nd4L1..  M.D. 

Jacob   Bigelow,  M.D.  Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 

Walter   Chanmng,  M.D.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee,  July  28,  1641,  the  Boylston  Premium  of  fifty  dollars  value, 
forthe  best  Dissertation  on  Ihe  question-"  To  what  extent  is  disease  iheeftect  of  changes  in  ihe  che- 
mical or  vital  properties  of  the  blood  •"'  was  awarded  to  .1.  F.  \V.  Lane,  M.D.,  ol  Boston. 

The  questions  for  1812  are,  1st—"  To  what  extent  is  the  human  s\stem  i>rotected  from  smallpox  by 
inoculaiion  with  the  cowiio.x  ?  Is  the  protection  increased  by  re-vaccination  ;  and  if  so,  under  what 
circumstances  .'"' 

2d.  On  the  diseases  of  the  kidney  ;  and  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  appearance  and  composition 
of  the  urine,  in  health  and  in  disease. 

Dissertaticms  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  of  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1842. 

The  following  subjects  are  offered  for  1843:  — 

Isl.  The  best  method  of  warming  and  ventilating  rooms  for  preventing  and  curing  disease. 

2d.  The  structure  and  diseases  of  the  teeth,  with  a  numerical  solution  of  the  question,  Can  caries 
of  the  teeth  be  retarded  by  mechanical  processes  .' 

Dissertations  on  these  .subjects  must  be  transmitted  as  above  on  or  before  ihe  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1843. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
mium of  fifty  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  le  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  inclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The  same  device  or  sentence 
is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packel  is  attached. 

Unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  mav  be  obtained,  if  ap- 
plied for  within  one  year  after  tliey  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following  votes:— 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctriiiescontained  in  any  ol  ihe 
disserlatioiis  to  which  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound  to 
print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Boston,  July  29,  184L  A.  4— 4w 
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